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Bockingham  ...  242 

2168.  TotiiaBariofHawonrt»Jnly5.— TlmnewAdMinistiatiua-  RiiaeiefWalm 

dinM  wMi  Mr.  Fox- Vbx't  dimipatien.    N.    .        .  .    .      244 

2169.  To  Lady  Omoiy,  Jnly  7.— Os  eooreraatMn  with  Mr.  Tit^attiek— The 

wrilm's  poUtM  jiidasotlons— His  talk  wHh  Ohades  Bos-^On  his 
th0n|Mi«ftheO|isis— LocdOssoiy'schsraelerofMr.  Fos  .    .      245 
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3170.  fo  MaDB,  Jvly  7.— Slatt  of  tht  lOablry  owing  to  Laid  BMkin|}yyBi 
tetli— FixwMdiBgi  for  a  iiiooe«oi^lfr.  PitI  to  bo  flaeroftuy  of  Skate— 
Appoiotnioiiti  and  Aangea  in  tho  Miniatry— flie  Duke  of  BtoluMnd— 
Eefloetiona 243 

flTl.  Vo  llaion,  July  8. — Fonnation  of  tlio  new  ICniitry— Miaoii't  anawer  to 

Hayley— MaUgnitj  will  hare  iti  aatonalia 250 

2172.  fothenme,  JniylC— Aiketehofy«akerdi^ 268 

S173.  To  Udj  Omarf,  Jily  11.— IMumt  at  Lady  Maiy  Gok^a-ConidiBtial 
lynta  in  rdbtioB  to  tfM  Btw  ]fiaiili7--CliariM  Foot-- Wltti  he  mi|^be 
— lepoH 255 

2174.  To  lElaQi^  Jnly  17.— llqitaTCi  o(WiqiNB«  OB  Loid  B^  .      257 

2175.  To  Mann,  Jnly  21.— ICniaierial  amngemeitta— Lord  Howe  watehing  tlie 

eombinad  Itoeta  Qcneral  Oonway— LMapadty  of  Lord  Amiient— Slate 
of  Wai^mVa  lieaHli-^Newipaper  Hga  gr  H.  Xann'i  nepliew— WalpoWa 
leteliona  OB  Ida  old  age ttS 

2176.  To  Oble,  Jnly  28.— Merita  of  iTioholira  «Li&  of  Bowyer*— Dr.  Mead— 

Gkrioei  Webb— Great  men— CSatalogoe  of  Br.  BrehU  Mannaoripiia  in 

tlM  Britiali  Moaram  .        .........      259 

2177.  To  Miaon,  Ang.  4.— Walpole'a  notea  on  Miaoa'a  aatirea — Freeh  aayinge  of 

fielwyn— Mn.  Gairiek  baa  reAiaed  to  many  Lord  Monboddo— Mre.  OliTe'a 
healtib— Lady  BiBeaoderk  and  her  honeoy  SpenoerGroTe  •    •      MO 

2178.  To  Lady  OMocy,  Ang.  4. — EBa  engagementa,  and  mofemaitB  of  liia  frioida 

—The  Prinee  of  Walea— Lady  Obewto»— Lady  Sefton— Mza.  Bovreria— 
QptawlBaw^  *The  Agreeable  Sarpriae'— Opinifln  of  it^Hayl^r  the 
poet 262 

2179.  T»  Chariea  Bedford,  Ang.  12.— BnoloBing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Boee  of  Urn 

Tnmoaj,  leijaiieliag  a retm  from  Walpok^a  effieein  the  Bieheiiaer  26S 

2180.  To  Lady  Oeeoiy,  Ang.  15. — ^He  enoonragee  Lady  Oeeoiy  in  the  pnrenit  of 

antiquarian  knowledge — ^The  Sydney  ahield — AmpthOl-Honghton  onoe 
the  Qydn^*  —  Beaeon  for  that  belief — Mondenr  do  Qraeae— Mr. 
Morrioe 265 

2181.  To  the  Berl  of  Stndfard,  Ang.  16. — Inelemencycf  the  eeaeon— Bobberiea 

Oonte  de  Graeee  Mra.  Cltre^a  deelining  health— Fhiloeqphy  cfdeeeiring 
oM'aeelf 266 

2182.  To  Gooiwigr,  Ai«.  20.— OaUanda  aad  the  Duke  of  Neweaatle  .    .      268 

2188.  To  Mann,  Ang.  20.— Slate  of  the  Miniatry— The  eonUned  ieek^  and 
Britieh6eelB  Delngeaofraiii— M.  deOiaiee— Yomthandage— flhai^ea 
in  the  Btate  of  afidra  in  half  a  eentoiy- InaetiTi^  of  the  war— Shr  l^Uiaa 
DnyerandOeneralMnnay    Tllneee  of  Prince  Alfred  .    .      268 

2184.  !fo(Aaiiea  Bedftfd,  Ang.  28.— Mr.  Boee  and  the  reknn required I7 the 

Tiiainy.    N. 271 

2185.  ft  Mann,  Ai«.  80.— Miaenhle  and  degiaded  eitnatiflB  of  the  eonnliT— 

qttaallai^The  Dnkh  and  F^eaah  ieela— The  Bart  Tndiee    BrfniflM 
IMpoiira  MiftwBee  to  pnbUe  afti»-WelagM  cf  the  awMner-^fe  a 
Mann'anephew^-fllalfofWalpeVahiallh 271 
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2180.  To  Ltdy  OHOiy,  Avg.  SI.— Tha  DmdMii  de  la  Vallitn  zeoommoidi  Oouit 
Soltikoff  and  his  wifii  to  the  wzittr  —  Ften  <4  highwajmen — ^llr. 
King't  book  'On  Andent  Oaitiea'— Oimdon  of  it— The  tnmUa  of 
reoemng  fomffum — ^Mr.  Soodamore'i  wOl — horn  of  Um  'Eqjal  Gooisa* 
— ^Admixal  Een^wnfeldi— The  war  deploiable— -Mr.  Duaiie  and  hia  oow  .     171 

2187.  To  the  Sari  of  Hanourti  Sept   7.— The  new  haildingi  al  Nnnebam 

—Dame  GliTdea  and  oaid»~<%arlfle  Fox  langaiehing  al  the  fiMi  of 
Mza.BohiaiQft— Sajing  of  Setwyn  thereon.    9. 270 

2188.  To  Ifiann,  Sept  8.— OaTdiv  MobI— Loid  Offad— Shle  of  tiM  pielma  al 

HoQj^itoiir— >B0nmiihing  of  Hoaipfaton  with  pidaree  ty  Cipriani 
Qibialtar— Prdiuioii  of  honiebnaken,  highwajmen,  &c — ^Their  daring 
ataoatiaa— Dinger  of  aturing  ovl  after  dark-nAhnvdifeiee  in  fiMhlon- 
aUelife 277 

2189.  To  the  Sari  ef  Bnehaa,  Sept  15.— Cilaliogne  of  Buch*a  MamuQcipta- 

llr.T7nrkit^abookoniheBow]eianoontroTeK^.       ..      •       •        •      279 

2190.  ToOQnwaj,Septl7.— On  the  CkMral'ehdng  appointed  CtoBiainderJB-ehief 

— ^Hie  new  ooke  oreoi  • 279 

2191.  To  Haeon,  Sept  20.— Hason'a  wijwardneea— Dr.  Stn^oid'a  plaj— Kewa- 

paperliee 280 

2192.  To  Mann,  Sept  25.— Sfar  H.  llann'a  nephow— Lord  Orford— Lord  Shel- 

bonia^  Lord  Cholmondel^,  and  Mr.  ?ox— Sr  H.  Mann'e  nephew  at  the 
oamp  at  Oox-heath— -The  Bonrbonian  Frineee  at  Gibreltar^Vew  Toric— 
Good  reinltingfromthe  gout— Expeetation  of  a  fiunine— Bnmovred  death 
of  Lftdj  Hamilton S8S 

2198.  To  Lady  Omoiy,  Get  1.— Verron  of  hlghwqrmen — Lady  Weirtmoriand'a 
♦oarti  Orftfeian  npon  Miee  Buney'a  'Obeilia*— The  '^adioBlion  of 
the  Gotemor  of  Barbadoee' — ^Modern  degenerMy— Letter  of  F^  Jonea 
toflkJoaephTorka-GaaenaSUiotrsdefeneeofCHbnltar  .    »      284 

2194.  Totha  Bitri  ef  Stnfod,  Oct  8.— GetMcal  BUiotra  aaeeeai  al  Qthnttar- 

KeriemUj  of  peaoe— Inoreaee  of  hi^way  xobberiea— Mr.  Maeon  287 

2195.  To  Mann,  Oet  12.— Demolition  of  the  Spankh  floating-balteriea  al  Gib- 

raltar—Lorn  of  ahipe  throng  wind — ^Dearth  of  newa— Sir  William 
Draper  and  Generel  Mvnay — Go^jeotorea  on  the  etate  of  affidn  at 
Gibraltar 288 

2198.  To  the  Ead  of  Haroonr^  Oet  28.— Meeon  grown  too  plnmp  for  a  poet  and 

patrioi^Mn.  CliTden  and  only  two  tablee    Mr.  SafWi  hnmonr.    N.  •      289 

2197*  To  Mann,  Oet  28.— Sumoored  reiamg  of  the  eiege  at  Gibnltai^-Lord 
Orford— Befleetioni—AdTantBgai  of  old  age— WalpoVe  diiteite  Ibr  the 
yoangworid     •••••••••••      291 

2198.  TeiheBeriofHareoBrt^Oet  29.— Achanria    Hie  dog  Tonton.    9.  292 

2199.  To  the  Bari  of  Hertford,  Oct  80.— Lord  Beanehamp^i  pamphlet  on  Irebmd 

— ^Anybody  can  flatter— nobody  ehoold, — a  friend  nerer.    N.  •      298 

2200.  ToLady  Oeniy,  Nor.  8.— Hie  opinion  of  Mn.  Siddotu^a  poweie    Deacrip* 

tion  of  her  penwn— and  of  her  acting- Mza.  Porter  and  Damenil — 
Hewehel'eteleeeope  Beieetioniariringoilcfifc— Halidd— ftnloaalmia 
Merienled— DiaytaH-Loid  Monboddo^a  pvofoeal  ofmecrii^to  Mra. 
Gairidk— Islnwt  of  a  laHer  frtnn  Lord  ManefleU  to  MoM&Mr  Uaoi^ 
ewaplimeBtiBghimenhiacondnelefMhiHiaflterfaeeae  •    •      290 
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Saoi.  ^MAin,  Nor.  4— Sdkf  of  CfflmMtf  hfUtd  Bsod-Loid 

—Laid  9orlldi«lo»— AnNMUi«  iimlig  of  Pfcrliwiwt-Wfahai  Ibr 
p8i(w    TiMii  CTiMtMlifllil  anil  Mi  wn 

S80S.  ToCSo]0^9«T.&— OAlfr.OoWfObMM— KidMlk 

2808.  To  Iftdy  OiMcy,  Rot.  5.-^-Sbi  of  ilio  nov  plmet  Ha  eo^Joelm  wIh* 
timo  thflj  hftTO  tbore— Aa  atr-tmmpel  finr  tlM  planoti^  and  oUmt  inraa- 
tiiMM— Wltti  tfM  inhaluftaato  of  pteMlB  adi^t  do^ 

€hwaai^a  iaaalf aaey    Aiaa^ata  of •  iwnar  priaoa  af  ttai 
•••...      800 

SS04.  To  tfao  aame^  Hot.  10.— Of  Mi  eomapondanoa  wHh  Lord  Bnehaii— Hit. 

HoliMfa  play— MorphT^a  <An  Ib  ilia  Wrang*— Opinioii  of  ii— <91m 

ChuHiaa*— lliaa  Hobaif a  aoliBf— TlMOeBpaagr— Aa  iviiii  af  Cbnmar 

JahMtaia    Paat^  of  lady  Hgtfttd— lia  oiBaa    Tlw  wrilaic^a  fcaB^a  oa 

~  IIm  oooarfon    liar  ahaiaolcr  •••••••••      808 

280ff.  To  Maim,  9or.  10— Lord  Howa  attadead  hf  Iha  oomliiiiad  float— CHory  of 

OP  aneoaawi    Btata  of  Waatam  Baropa— Death  of  Lady  Hartford .  805 

8900.  To  tiia  Bari  cf  Hawourt^  yor.  18.— Jwlrfnaon'a  pafomotU»— Lady  Hariforffa 

dottfth.    N. •      308 

8907.  To  lady  Omatj^  Nor.  Id— Hia  aoiiiamiiita  In  iowA— Load  Hartfiv^a 
MiQgaoatliadeaaiof  Idawifr— On  tlM  anthoa'a  writte  akaiaotecf 
tiiallady— IKr  JoakuBqrnoldaatroflkwikkpaliy        •       ...      807 

8808.  Tb  ICaiui,  Not.  90.— llaaliiff  of  Faiiiaaaiift  poatponadp-^^ 
Qawial  Mamy  and  Sir  inUiam  Bn^aii^AtladL  of  tlM  f^^ 

— Bol>baKyof]Ira.UanniaNawPark— GnTiliarMbBd  .  .    •      808 

8208.  TolliuKn^NoT.97.--€kmlvnfllBUmtobaUa|aaatla«r  •       •       •       .      810 

9210.  To  iha  Nazi  cf  Haiwnrti  Nor.  98.— HIa  own  liaaHh- The  Imygofgmanta  at 

NnBafaam.    N. 819 

2811.  To  I«dy  Oaaory,  Not.  98.— ffia  fllwiiaB    Lord  Bodna/a  prooeaalon— Lady 

Ghowton 812 

2212.  To  Mann,  Deo.  2.— Tha  Peaea  — GKbraltai'-OaTalior  Moaii— Walpole*a 
weakneaa  and  infirmity— ProTUonal  treaty  with  Amorioa— Progreaa  of 
WaIpola*a  govt •        .      818 

2218.  To  MaaoDy  Dee.  7.~Pope^a  motliar— Haa  done  with  politioa— Hri.  Siddona 

— *B88ajonOardaning*l7lfona.6irardin.        .  .        ..814 

8814.  To  Lady  Oaaoiy,  Dee.  14— He  esooaaa  himadf  from  writing  on  tha  aaora 

ofiDnaaa •       .       •      818 

2218.  ToHann,  Dee.  17.— <hiTa]i«r  ICondaad  Load  Oriaid— Ffaw  at  UnoolnVinn 

— ThePeaea •       •    .      818 

2218.  To  Lady  Oaaoiy,  Dee.  9&— Ha  daasrfbai  hia  nnnrf^JMdy  AldboroQgh*a 
modeat  piopoaition— Hr.  BalTa  handanma  preaant— Popolarity  of  Hra. 
Sddona — Har  diaoretion — Her  eayinga — Baehanmontfa  'H6moirea 
Seereta' .818 

9917.  To  tha  aame^  Jan.  7*— Of  writing  wonaenaa  hy  prosy— fiOa  noUon  how 
treatiaa  of  paaoa  are  hronght  abont^^  chaogi  of  tha  fiMhionr— How 
Haj]a7»adiaQKd«rofthahaadhadhaan«vad 891 
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»18.  foMna,  Jaa.  7«-My  of  CkMnl  Mvnq^Walpolflrt  govl— Hm  Bbm 
Boi  anifid— Loid  KouMMii— Mr.  I>«aii»— AaMdoto  of  Lord  Orfiyrd 
— Loid  0«Qfgt  Qordon— (Mh.)  Qgadaitoi  of  Ckn«itl  Miaa/s  trial 
— DoubtoofPeMt 

•  •  •  • 

2819.  To  the  Mmfl^  Jan.  38.--FkiliiiuiiariM  of  Pom  iiciiod--JfMbBf  of  Ftoli^ 
mont— Azriral  of  tlM  eomiar— HoUand    Qibndtar— Qenoral  Miun^t 

ttSO.  So  Lady  OM017,  Jan.  26b— Bnm  wiOi  AaMrio»— XIm  opportuiitif  ^p«i  to 
tlMil  oovatiy  qf  eooatniotiiig  %  aoUa  goYanunoDl — (Balnrdaj,  SM.) 
Peaoe  with  %iaia  and  Franoo— What  the  latter  ooontiy  mlg^t  ha^e 
brought  111  to---FrobaUe  iooial  oonieqnnieia  of  the  Peaee 

S9S1.  To  the  aame,  Jan.  10.— He  i^oleii  in  the  PeM»— He  haaona  qialilj  in 

eoBUBfla  with  the  ehamoleott— Le  Teiieea  readiag  of  'Le  Boupoia 

.    (ientilhomme*— C^beriand'p  tniody-rThe  King  of  PniMU*8  intiai^ 

tion  to  Holland — Stoiy  illoitcitiTe  of  it— An  inaureotlon  at  Portnnootk 

— ^Lord  QeoKge  Gordoii*8  offer 8517 

Sttl  Tolfiann,  Feb.  8.— Beioh  of  Qeneral  Uxamfn  trial— The  Peaoe— Mnti^j 
of  a  Sooteh  regiment  at  Portamonih — Ambawadgra  to  and  from  Paria — 
Newapaper  liea,  Unnden^  and  aoandal  —  General '  Mnnmy. — (10th.) 
Anrhral  of  the  ratiftoatlon  of  the  Pkeliminariea  by  Fraaoe— Berignatien 
of  Lord  Gnttde— Sefleetiena  npon  poUtioB— Inatitittion  of  the  Older  of 
St.  Patrick 

SSSt.  To  La4y  Oaaoqr,  Veh.  S^The  deaOi  of  OapahOity  Brawn— Berignnliai  ef 


Lady  Albenal^  and  Mn.  HwaflOH-The  SnflDlk  frniliy    .  .    .      881 

2814.  To  Haaooy  Feb.  10.— Haa  reeeiTod  Maaon'a  'Freenoy'  frtnn  Sfar  Joahnn 
Be7nolda:-Pope  and  Lady  Muy  Wotftkgr-nDeafth  of  Oapnbilily  Brawn— 
Maaon*a  ooalition  with  Johnaon 881 

1118.  To  Lady  OaMry»  Feb.  18.— Deftat  of  the  ICniitry— Befleetiona  of  the 
loyaUrta— Yindioation  of  Sir  Bobert  Walpole— Qenenl  0|M^ocpe— De- 
aoriptionofbim — ^The  Bmperoi'a  letter  to  the  Pope 885 

2116.  To  Mann,  Feb.  18.— Debatea  on  the  Peaoe  in  the  Honeeof  Oommone— Uae- 
leemeaa  of  ooi^eotnree — Union  of  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox— Sir  H.  Mann*8 
nephew — General  Marray 888 

1117.  To  the  aame,  Feb.  14.— The  OppoattJon- Reaignation  of  Lord  Shelbome— 
Bxpeotation  of  a  new  Miniitry — ^The  Peace — Approaehlng  jonmey,  to 
Florenec^  of  Sir  H.  Mann'a  nephew^— The  new  Adminiatration — ^Degraded 
Bteteoftheeoantiry 840 

nil.  To  the  Hune^  Marok  10.— The  Adminialntio^— IMath  of  Ledy  Walpole— 
Snidde  of  Mr.  Skrine— The  Initiwimialmmm  Bnmonra  and  newapapar 
liee  .  ....       ....  .841 

2220.  To  the  aame,  Martk  2  [not  aent  till  the  18th].— State  of  the  Adminialn- 
tion— Beaignatlon  of  Lord  Shelbome— Fox  and  Lord  North— Mr.  Pitt- 
Lord  North*8  interriewa  with  the  King— Prooeedinga  of  the  Miniatry— 
Mr.  Pitt  deelinee  the  Treaaiiry- Unaetded  atate  of  the  Miniatry- 
Unpopnhrity  of  the  GoeUtion  of  North  and  Fox— FaDen  i^oiy  of  Hb^ 
land— Inaaffleienfly  of  Lord  ShelbanM^a  AdwifahtratJon— The  Dike  of 
Ptotiand— Party  afnabUeo- -DMnefted  atate  ef  the  nalkn  •    .      844 
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ofp— i—  ladrf  kHwanddmwiii^roiBMH-PartkofhiiwmtiLidy 
Walpol*-^  tnil  of  te^Bflplj  of  »  Fnoflli  amlwiMdriM  Ownrga 
M^'ftftMMMl  84a 


SSSl.  To  tbo  maub,  llareli  18.— Iht  Dvke  of  YtK^bad  Urn  mv  praBdif^-Oiotd 
€taiiaibtdr--llodm  idbiBMl  ia  lof*  ud  lMl»--H«  iw^ 
OHOiy  to  ftodj  U 849 

8881  foili«])idiMof€Floaa«ltt,liinkl8.---Anniiiidi^  851 

i8S8.  To  Mum,  MiuKih  18.— Loid  Nortk  and  the  Ihilu  (^  ...      858 

8884.  To  LtdjOHory,  liinkie.— Hk  pofitied  appli^tioii  of  tha  words  Bzodaa 

■iidCtaDMiA-ThedanurtalioBQfSMayaBdCyftbri*     .       .       •        •      858 

8885.  To  ]fMi%  Apra  8.--TII0  Admidikntm  ■Mod--1Iiiii^^ 

--Cftnditr  Moni— 8ir  ¥miiMi  Hunilton— Mr.  Fox.  —  (ItL)  B«dc- 
Dfttioa  of  tho  Dvke  of  Biohmood— New  pntementi— W«nnti&  of  tiM 
weittlMr .    •      854 

8886.  To  Lidy  OHOiy,  April  5.— Mr.  ntqpaftriek  made  Seeretary  at  Wai^ 

Attempt  to  rob  Lady  Oifnry'ihooae---TheM]«eantq»triek  856 

8887.  To  the  aame^  Afcll  17.— Ha  donbtoihe  atabOity  of  the  new  flOftnuMBl— 

Manjageof  Lady  Franoia  Soott  to  Mr.  Dooi^ba— The  new  Freneh  fkahioii 
—The  King  of  Franee  about  to  TiaitBDi^aiid 856 

8888.  Tothaaame^  Aprfl85.— AfimlfinomPortiValof  Mr.Bobert  Walpole  and 

hia  wilb— Bapott  of  Lovd  Haidwieke*a  dealh— fioame  Jenyaa— PoUtieal 
earieatozeal^Sayar— BoBbmya 'BobinQray'  ....      857 

2888.  To  Mann,  Apcil  80. — OaTalier  Mond— -More  new  preferments— Sr  H. 
Maan'a  nephew— Mr.  Fitt^i  intention  of  moring  to  alter  the  itate  of  the 
repreaentation  Anatrin  and  Bniiia  Beflecrtiane  Proeeontbn  cf  Sir 
Thomaa  Bnmbold  for  eormption     •••.....      858 

8840.  ToMaaoii,May7.— Bany'aAde^hipietiiiea 860 

8841.  To  Itaan,  May  8.-4fr.  Htlfa  metiaB  fo  PtelkMMBlaiy  BeCom  i^eeted-^ 

Ba8efltioM  tiMNoa— Lord  Sheibiuna'a  eppeaiticn  to  the  loanr-OhanMlv 
of  Lord  8helbixna-*Dea«h  of  Prinee  Oetafina-^ArriTal  of  the  Dae  de 
ChaiiiM    The 'FattiPbineaiani* 868 

8848.  ToGeoa«aOolBMiB»Mi9lO.--ThaakBftrhiatnmiktionofHoraoe^8  *Artof 

864 


8848.  To  Maaoa,  May  11.— Thk  oiOy  a  eodioil  to  hia  laat— B«y*a  Adeiphi 

pietarea-JarriirowfaidowfromarJoahM'a'Halhrity*        ...      865 

8844.  To  the  Barl  of  Bvohan,  May  12.— Googiatahitiona  on  the  aneeeai  of  the 

Seoteih  Antiqnarian  Soeie^f— Bonuta  remaina^Btography  of  iBnalrieva 
men— Aeeoonftof  John  Uw^Piycn  in  tha  Sooleh  OdUega  at  Ptei%  and 
paintlngaiBtheOaaaeofAnbigny 867 

8845.  To  the  Hon.  Thomaa  Fitiwiliiam,  May  16.— Thanka  ht  a  pnaeni  to  hia 

Mnaemn.    9. .868 

8846.  To  Qeoige  Hardiage,  May  17.— Sr  Thomaa  Bombold'a  BUI  of  paina  and 

.    .      870 


ooHnnSb  pTtiL 


2847.  To  ]l«u^  11^  S9.-4)rfil  aliitoar  Ite  MnlfX--Ara^^ 
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Dangerooa  allianoe  ftr  the  yoonger  Sir  Horaoe  Mann*a  danghter — 
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HORACE  WALPOLE. 
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iOOfi.    TO  THE  RBV.  WILLIAM  COLS. 

BerbeUp  Bquare,  FA,  7,  I78a« 

I  WILL  not  htY^  you  a  moment  in  suspense  about  the  safety  of  your 
Tery  valuable  {[MS.]  Tolume,  which  you  have  so  kindly  sent  me,  and 
which  I  have  just  received,  with  the  enclosed  letters,  and  your  other 
yesterday.  I  have  not  time  to  add  a  word  more  at  present,  being 
fiill  of  business,  having  the  night  before  last  received  an  account  of 
Lady  Orford's  death  at  Pisa,  and  a  copy  of  her  Will,  which  obliged 
me  to  write  several  letters,  and  to  see  my  relations.  She  has  left 
everjrfliing  in  W  power  to  her  Jriend  Cavalier  Mozsd,  at  Florence ; 
but  her  son  comes  into  a  large  estate,  besides  her  great  jointure. 
You  may  imag^e,  how  I  lament  that  he  had  liot  patience  to  wait 
sixteen  months,  before  he  sold  his  pictures  I 

I  am  very  sorry  you  have  been  lit  all  in JKsposed.  I  Jtill  take  the 
utmost  care  of  your  fifty-ninth  Volume  (for  which  I  giVe  you  this 
receipt),  and  will  restore  it  flie  instant  I  have  had  time  to  go 
flurou  j^  ii    Witness  my  hand. 


MM.    TO  THB  BIT.  WILLLiH  COLE 

FA.  9,  I78L 

I  HAD  not  tme,  dear  Sir,  when  I  wrote  last,  to  answer  your 
letter,  nor  do  more  than  oast  an  eye  on  your  manuscripi    To  saj 
▼oa.  Till.  a 


i  HOUO>  ffALPOLSB  LBTTKB&  [i;ai. 

the  troth,  my  patience  is  not  too^  enongh  to  go  ilmnigh  Woloey's 
n^tiations.  I  see  that  jKxtr  perseTeranoe  vas  forced  to  make  tlie 
utmoat  efforts  to  tranacribe  them.  They  are  immeasniably  Terbose, 
not  to  mentioii  the  hlandera  of  the  first  copyist  As  I  read  only  for 
amnsemeiit,  I  cannot,  so  late  in  my  life,  purchase  information  on 
That  I  do  not  maoh  oare  about,  at  ttie  price  of  a  great  deal  of  ennui. 
The  old  wills  at  the  end  of  your  volume  diverted  me  much  more 
than  the  obsolete  politiofl.  I  ahall  my  nething  aboat  what  you  call 
f/our  old  leaven.  Everybody  must  jud^'  for  himself  in  those 
matters :  nor  are  you  or  I  of  an  age  to  change  long-formed  opinions, 
as  neither  of  ns  is  governed  by  eelf'int«rest 

Fray  tell  me  how  I  may  most  safely  letom  your  volume.  I  value 
all  your  mannscripta  so  much,  that  I  should  never  forgive  myself,  if 
a  single  one  came  to  any  accident,  by  your  so  obligingly  lending 
them  to  me.  They  are  great  treasures,  and  contain  something  or 
other  that  must  suit  most  tastes ;  not  to  mention  your  wmflHig 
industry,  neatness,  lability,  with  notes,  arms,  &o.  I  know  no 
such  repositories.  You  will  receive  vith  your  manuscript  Mr. 
Kerrich's  and  Mr.  Gongh's  letters.  The  former  is  very  kind. 
The  inauguration  of  tlie  Aiitii]u<ited  Society  is  burlesque, — and  so 
is  their  dearth  of  materials  for  another  volume:  csn  they  ever 
want  such  rubbish  as  compose  their  preceding  annals  f 

I  think  it  probable,  that  story  should  be  stmte  :  however,  I  never 
piqued  myself  on  recording  every  mason,  I  have  preserved  but  too 
many  that  did  not  deeorvo  to  be  mentioned.  I  dare  to  say,  that 
when  I  am  gono,  many  more  such  will  be  added  to  my  volumes. 
I  had  not  heard  of  poor  Mr.  Pennant's  misfortune.'  I  am  very  sorry 
for  it,  for  I  believe  bim  to  be  a  very  honest  good-natured  man.  He 
certainly  was  too  lively  for  his  proportion  of  understanding,  and  too 
impetuous  to  make  the  best  use  of  what  be  bad.  However,  it  is  a 
credit  to  us  antiquaries  to  have  one  of  our  class  disordered  by 
vivacity.  I  hope  your  goutiness  is  dissipated,  and  that  this  last  fine 
week  has  set  you  on  your  feet  again. 

-  "I  bMrHr.  Fcnaiat  it  an  p«a  dAmiC<..>B«  ud  tooMaaj  (UngiiiiUi  haad 
lokeapUeooludMibto.'    Cbl*  to  rofpof^  S  Ah  1T8L    (JTA)— CvmauM. 


lYSl.]  TO  THE  RBY.  KB.  ICASOK. 


1007.    ¥0  THB  BBY.  WILUAK  MASOK. 

Berbdey  Square,  Feb.  0, 1731. 

Thb  lost  aheesp  is  found ;  but  I  haye  more  joy  in  one  just  person 
than  in  ninety  and  nine  sinners  that  do  not  repent ;  in  short,  the 
renegade  (Hbbon  is  returned  to  me,  after  ten  or  eleven  weeks,  and 
pleads  having  been  five  of  them  at  BatL  I  immediately  foi^ve 
even  his  letom ;  yet  pray  do  not  imagine  that  I  write  to  announce 
{his  recovery ;  no  I  it  is  to  impart  what  he  told  me. '  He  says  that 
somebody  asked  Johnson  if  he  was  not  afraid  that  f/au  would  resent 
the  freedoms  he  has  taken  with  Oray«  "J^o,  no.  Sir;  Mr.  Mason  doe% 
noi  Uke  rough  handling"  I  hope  in  the  *  Muses  *  that  you  will  let 
him  see  which  had  most  reason  to  fear  rough  handling.  The  saucy 
Caliban  I  I  don't  know  when  I  shall  get  you  his  blubber/  but 
I  have  sent  again  to  my  bookseller  about  ii 

I  have  restored  your  '  Fresnoy '  with  regret.  The  more  I  have 
studied  it  the  better  I  like  it — ^it  will  always  be  standard.  I  repeat 
that  there  is  the  precise  sense  of  every  sentence,  and  yet  they  are 
not  translated.  They  are  like  the  same  pair  of  legs,  before  being 
taught  to  dance  and  afterwards.  Fresnoy  gives  the  precepts,  and 
you  teU  him  how  to  state  and  enounce  them.  As  I  have  ambition 
of  appertaining  to  your  poem,  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  amend  one 
word,  in  a  certain  line  towards  the  end ;  for 

'^Sooi  of  liar  «]ioIm  aid  «Aor0ri  of  liar  fin^" 

read  '*  partners.'' 

Tou  will  laugh,  especially  after  my  last  letter,  when  I  teU  you 
that  I  am  chosen  Honorary  Member  of  the  Society  of  the 
Antiquaries  of  Scotland.  I  received  the  notification  since  I  b^^an 
this  letter.  Lord  Buohan,  the  founder  (under  the  patronage  of 
Saint  Bute),  was  many  years  ago  a  little  my  acquaintance ;  I  have 
not  even  seen  him  at  least  these  dozen  years,  nor  ever  had  any 
correspondence  with  him  but  once,  about  two  years  ago,  when  he 
wrote  to  askme  what  portraits  of  Scottish  kings  or  queens  I  knew  of 
in  England.'  It  is  impossible  to  have  less  respect  than  I  have  for 
Societies  of  Antiquaries,  who  seldom  do  anything  but  grow  antiquated 
fliemselves.  However,  as  an  honorary  titiie  exacts  neither  fimction 
nor  wti,  I  have   accepted  it  civiUy,  especially  as  it  will  show 


*  Thsi  h,  kk '  Life  of  Chmy.*— CvranrosAii. 

*  See  Loltor,  %i  Dooember,  177S,  toI.  tiL  p.  16S.— GoraiMajUi. 
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ooniempt  for  our  own  fools,  from  amongst  whom  I  scratohed  out  my 
name.  However,  I  conoeiye  that  the  bones  of  mj  memory  may 
some  time  or  other  \iid  dug  ^.  ax^  bi|n^^  1^  Edinburgh,  as  Peter 
Martyr's  w^re  at  Oxford. 

My  new  dignity  of  F.  8.  8.  A.  will  not  comport  with  fTntimfig 
Mr.  Palgraye  to-day.  I  haye  taken  an  oath  on  Ossian  to  have  no 
imagination,  no  invention;  fer  forgeries  are  intentions,  not  in- 
f^ontions.  Still  I  fiiafl  not  wear  my  new  plaid  robes  and  blue 
bonnet  beyond  my  inai^goration  week,  ^nd  shall  soon  relapse  into  a 
South  Briton;  though  if  I  should  s^y  I%$  1&^  The  45,  you  will 
remember  my  oonneotioii  north  of  the  Tweed. 

P.S.  Is  not  it  ^roU  that  I,  who  never  sought  for,  (^mvassed  for, 
or  received  any  mai^k  of  distinction  in  my  days,  s];iou]d  receive 
a  QOQiplime^t  from  Edinbui]g^  P 


2008.    TO  THE  RAEL  OF  BUCHAIT. 

Berkdey  Square,  Feb.  10, 1781. 

I  WAS  honoured  yesterday  with  your  Lordship's  card,  wi&  tht 
notification  of  the  additicmal  honour  of  my  being  elected  an 
honorary  member  of  ike  Socieiy  of*  the  Antiquaries  of  Scotland ; ' 
a  grace,  my  Lord,  that  I  receive  with  the  respect  and  gratitode^  doa 
to  so  valuable  a  distinction ;  and  for  which  I  must  beg  leave,  through 
your  Lordship's  favour  to  o&r  mji  vsmksigmj^i  9pA  humble  thanks 
to  that  learned  and  respectable  Society. 

My  vef7  particular  thanks,  acQ  still  more  due  to  your  Lordsldp, 
"Wibp,  i^  reiTipTnl^rafto^  o(  anci^  partiality,  have  been  pleased  at  th^ 
l^usa^  oi^  your  (ywfi  jxiAfpnmt,  to  &vour,  an  old  hipmble  servant^  wly> 
C^  only  roceivi^  l^^Pl4r  from,  but  can  reflect  nqne  on,  i^e  Sodet^ 
into,  which  youi;  Lordsl^p  and  your  associates  have  condescei^di^  tp 
^pt  hui^  L^,  my  be9t  days,  my  Lordi  I  never  could  preten4  to 
morp  than ,  havijig  flit^  over  some  flowers  qf  Ipipwledge.  Now  worn 
put  and  i^ear  t^,  emd,  of,  n^y  course,  I  can  only  be  a  broken  monument 
to  prov;^  ihf^^  t^^  Socij^.  of  the  Antiquaries  of  Sootlimd  i^re  zealpus 
to  p^rq^firveey^tj^be.  least  valuable  remains  of  a  formei^  i^apd  tp 
lecomp^na^  all^  w)io  h^vci .  contributed  tl]i|9ir  mjte  towards  $ui|ta:atii)^ 
our  co^pojf^n  island*    X  a^  &c 

>  The  Society  of  AntiqiutfiM  of  Sooiluid  had  boon  formod  tA  Sdlnbar^h  in  iho 
prooeding  Dictnibor,  whoa  (b^  Sorl  of  Bnehsn  wan  oloetfd  preiidont—- Wuoat. 
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800V.    TO  SIB  DAVID  DALBYMPLS. 

SttaiAmf  Hm,  #V6. 10^  17S1. 

I  WAS  very  ihtimfttey  Sur^itifh  the  last  Lord  iWater  when  he  was 
Lord  Deskfoord.  We  became  aoqiiainted  at  Rome  on  our  trayels, 
and  thoogli,  during  liis  illness  and  long  residence  in  Scotland^  we  had 
no  interoonrse,  I  had  the  hofiour  of  seeing  him  sometimes  during  his 
last  visit  to  England ;  but  I  am  an  entire  stranger  to  the  anecdote 
relative  to  my  &ther  and  Sir  William  Windham.  I  have  asked  my 
brother  [Sir  Edward],  who  was  much  more  conversant  in  the  scenes 
of  that  time ;  for  I  was  abroad  when  [1740]  Sir  William  died,  and 
returned  to  England  but  about  dx  months  before  my  fiither's  retire- 
ment, so  that  having  been  at  school  and  at  Cambridge,  or  in  m^ 
infancy,  during  Sir  Robert's  administration,  the  little  I  retain  from 
him  was  picked  up  in  the  last  three  years  of  his  life,  which  is  an 
answer,  Kr,  to  youi'  inquiries  why,  among  other  reasons,  I  have 
always  declined  writing  his  life ;  for  I  could  in  reality  say  but  little 
on  my  own  knowledge ;  and  yet  should  haVe  the  air  of  being  good 
authority,  at  least  betted  than  I  should  truly  be.  My  brother.  Sir 
Edward,  who  is  eleven  years  older  than  I  am,  never  heard  of  your 
anecdote.  I  may  add,  that  latterly  I  lived  in  great  intimacy  with 
the  Marchioness  of  Blandford,  (Sir  William's  widow,)  who  died  but 
a  year  and  a  half  ago  at  Sheene,  here  in  my  neighbourhood ;  and 
with  Lady  Sufifblk,  who  could  not  but  be  well  acquaintied  ^th  thd' 
history  of  those  times  from  her'  long  residence  at  Obtirt,  and  with 
whom,  for  the  lilst  five  or  six  yearis  of  her  life  here  at  Twickenham, 
I  have  had  miany  and  many  long  conversations  on  those  subjects,  an ^ 
yet  I  nevet  heard  a  word  of  the  supposed  event  you  niention.  I 
myself  never  heard  Sir  W.  Windham  spedk  but  once  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  but  have  always  been  told  that  his  style  and  behaviour 
were  most  liberal  and  like  a  gentleman;  and  my  brother  says, 
there  never  passed  any  bitterness  or  acrimony  between  him  and  our 
father. 

I  will  answer  you  as  frdrly  and  candidly.  Sir,  about  Archibald 
Duke  of  Argyll,  of  whom  I  aatJO  at  le^  a  great  deal  I  do  believe 
Sir  Robert  had  a  full  opinion  of  his  abilities  as  a  most  useful  man. 
In  fact,  it  is  {AaSii  he  had ;  for  he  depended  on  the  Duke',  when  Lord 
Islay,  for  the  man^ment  of  your  part  of  the  island,  and,  ais  I  have 
heard  at  the  time,  disobliged  the  most  firm  of  the  Scottish  Whigs  by 
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that  preferanoe.  Sir  Bobert  supportedLord  Islay  against  the  Queen 
herself,  who  hated  him  for  his  attachment  to  Lady  Suffolk ;  and  he 
was  the  only  man  of  any  consequence  whom  her  Majesty  did  not 
make  feel  how  injudicious  it  was  (however  novel)  to  prefer  the 
interest  of  the  mistress  to  that  of  the  wife.  On  my  fath^s  defeat, 
his  warm  friends  loudly  complained  of  Lord  Islay  as  having  betrayed 
the  Scottish  boroughs,  at  the  election  of  Sir  Robert's  last  Parliament^ 
to  his  brother,  Duke  John.  It  is  true,  too,  that  Sir  Bobert  always 
lephed,  ^'I  do  not  accuse  him.''  I  must  own,  knowing  my  fSeither's 
manner,  and  that  when  he  said  but  little,  it  was  not  a  favourable 
symptom,  I  did  think,  that  if  he  toould  not  accuse,  at  least  he  did  not 
acquit.  Duke  Archibald  was  undoubtedly  a  dark  shrewd  man.  I 
recollect  an  instance,  for  which  I  should  not  choose  to  be  quoted  just 
at  this  moment,  though  it  reflects  on  nobody  living.  I  forget  the 
precise  period,  and  even  some  of  the  persons  concerned ;  but  it  was 
in  the  minority  of  the  present  Duke  of  Qordon,  and  you.  Sir,  can 
probably  adjust  the  dates.  A  regiment  had  been  raised  of  Gordons. 
Duke  Archibald  desired  the  command  of  it  to  a  fiavourite  of  his  own. 
The  Duchess-dowager  insisted  on  it  for  her  second  husband.  Duke 
A.  said,  ''  Oh !  to  be  sure,  her  Grace  must  be  obeyed; "  but  instantly 
got  the  regiment  ordered  to  the  East  Indies,  which  had  not  been  the 
reckoning  of  a  widow  remarried  to  a  young  fellow. 

At  the  time  of  the  Bebellion,  I  remember  that  Duke  Archibald 
was  exceedingly  censured  in  London  for  coming  thither,  and  pleading 
that  he  was  not  empowered  to  take  up  arms.  But  I  believe  I  have 
more  than  satisfied  your  curiosity.  Sir,  and  that  you  will  not  think  it 
very  prudent  to  set  an  old  man  on  talking  of  the  days  of  his  youth. 

I  have  just  received  the  favour  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Buchan,  in 
which  his  Lordship  is  so  good  as  to  acquaint  me  with  the  honour  your 
new  Society  of  Antiquarians  have  done  me  in  nominating  me  an 
honorary  member.  I  am  certainly  much  flattered  by  the  distinction, 
but  am  afraid  his  Lordship's  partiality  and  patronage  will  in  this  only 
instance  do  him  no  credit.  My  knowledge  even  of  British  antiquity 
has  ever  been  desultory  and  most  superficial ;  I  have  never  studied 
any  branch  of  science  deeply  and  solidly,  nor  ever  but  for  temporary 
amusement,  and  without  any  system,  suite,  or  method.  Of  late  years 
I  have  quitted  every  connection  with  societies,  not  only  Parliament, 
but  those  of  our  Antiquaries  and  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  have 
not  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Boyal  Society.  I  have  withdrawn 
myself  in  a  great  measure  from  the  world,  and  live  in  a  very  narrow 
circle  idly  and  obscurely.    Still,  Sir,  I  could  not  decline  the  honour 
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your  Society  lias  been  pleased  to  offer  me,  lest  it  should  be  thought 
a  want  of  respect  and  gratitade,  instead  of  a  mark  of  humility  and 
conscious  unworthiness.  I  am  so  sensible  of  this  last,  that  I  cannot 
presume  to  offer  my  services  in  this  part  of  our  island  to  so 
respectable  an  assembly ;  but  if  you,  Sir,  who  know  too  well  my 
fimited  abilities,  can  at  any  time  point  out  any  information  that  is  in 
my  power  to  give  to  the  Society,  (as  in  the  case  of  Royal  Scottish 
portraits,  on  which  Lord  Buchan  was  pleased  to  consult  me,)  I  shall 
be  very  proud  to  obey  your  and  their  commands,  and  shall  always 
be  with  great  regard  their  and  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

P.S.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  ever  mentioned  to  you  or  Lord 
Buchan,'  Sir,  a  curious  and  excellent  head  in  oil  of  the  Lady 
Margaret  Douglas  at  Mr.  Gartered s,  at  Hawnes  in  Bedfordshire,  the 
fleat  of  his  grandfather,  Lord  Granville ;  I  know  few  better  portraits. 
It  is  at  once  a  countenance  of  goodness  and  cunning,  a  mixture  I 
think  pleasing.  It  seems  to  imply  that  the  person's  virtue  was  not 
founded  on  folly  or  ignorance  of  the  world ;  it  implies  perhaps  more, 
that  the  person  would  combat  treachery  and  knavery,  and  knew 
how.  I  oould  fancy  the  head  in  question  was  such  a  character 
as  Margaret  Queen  of  Navarre,  sister  of  Francis  the  First,  who  was 
very  free  in  her  conversations  and  writings,  yet  strictly  virtuous ; 
debonnaire,  void  of  ambition ;  yet  a  politician  when  her  brother's 
situation  required  it.  If  your  Society  should  give  into  engraving 
historic  portraits,  this  head  would  deserve  an  early  place.  There  is 
at  Lord  Scarborough's,  in  Yorkshire,  a  double  porhtdt,  (perhaps  by 
Holbein  or  Lucas  de  Heere,)  of  Lady  Margaret's  mother.  Queen 
Margaret,  and  her  second  husband. 


2010.    TO  8I&  HOBAOS  HANK. 

StrauAerry  HiU,  Sunday  night,  Feb.  11, 1781. 

Om  Friday  evening  I  received  the  probate  of  Lady  Orford's  Will, 
and  your  two  letters,  in  one  of  which  you  mention  ^e  doubts  of  the 
Florentine  lawyers  on  the  validity  of  the  disposition.  I  was  very 
sorry  to  hear  of  these  doubts,  and  shall  consider  well — ^nay,  consult 
the  most  conscientious  persons  I  can, — ^before  I  acquaint  my  Lord 
with  them.    I  do  not  like  questioning  of  wills  where  the  intention 

*  He  had  to  Lord  Buchan.    See  letter  of  24th  Dec,  1778. — CuvjixvaBAii. 
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of  the  te^tor  is  evident ;  nor  are  there  xnany  cases  in  wluoh  I 
should  approve  of  it^  except  on  strong  suspicion  of  foul  pructioes,  or 
notorious  incapacity  of  the  deceased.  Though  I  could  have  vjf 
esteem  for  Lady  Orford,  I  shall  be  extremely  averse  from  being  evei^ 
an  indirect  instruxnent  of  disputing  her  Will ;  and,  should  I  be 
advised  in  duty  to  inform  my  Lord  of  thQ  cavil,  I  shall,  I  thinkp 
desire  you  to  convey  the  notice  to  him  tiirough  some  other  channeL 
Nothing  but  my  becoming  persuaded  that  I  ought  to  acquaint  hinf 
with  the  doubts  on  the  validity,  shall  make  me  contribute  to.  his 
knowing  them.  I  shall  consult  Qeneral  Conway,  who  is  consdenoe 
itself ;  and  Lord  Camden,  who,  though  a  lawyer,  has  left  off  business, 
and  who,  I  trust,  is  too  old  to  think  mer^y  &fl  A  lawyer,  unless  as 
one  who  has  presided  in  a  court  of  equity. 

Lord  Orford  may  act  by  me  as  he  ple^aes,  or,  poor  man!  as 
his  creatures  please.  I  will  neither  pay  court  to  him,  for  be  haa 
used  me  with  extravagant  ingratitude;  nor  ever  do  but  what  is 
strictly  right  about  him,  as  I  have  always  done,  with  a  degree  of 
delicacy  that  worldly  prudence  would  condemn,  and  which  certainly 
has  been  very  prejudicial  to  my  family.  But  I  cannot  lament  whalf 
I  did  from  principle  and  tenderness ;  nor  can  I  vindicate  myself  to 
the  world  so  fiilly  as  I  might,  while  he  has  such  a  measure  of 
sense  as  would  be  wounded  if  I  talked  too  openly  of  his  madness* 
It  is  plain  that  he,  who,  with  no  semblance  of  a  quarr^  tp  n^  can, 
treat  me  in  so  injurious  a  manner,  after  such  tried  scqcvices  and 
repeated  obligations,  must  have  had  the  most  abominable  lies  told 
him  of  me.  I  will  indubitably  take  the  first  occasion  that  shall 
present  itself  of  making  my  who^e  conduct  towards  him  known, 
and  that  of  his  creatures.  I  care  not  a  rush  about  his  fortune, 
but  I  will  not  part  with  my  character,  which  I  prefer  to  all  he  has ; 
and  had  much  rather  lose  the  former,  were  it  likely  to  come  to  me, 
than  the  latter. 

I  know  no  news — in  fact  I  have  been  entirely  taken  up  with  this 
affair.  The  accession  of  fortune  to  my  Lord  makes  not  the  slightest 
change  in  my  resolutions,  it  rather  strengthens  them ;  for  I  should 
despise  myself  if  his  additional  wealth  could  make,  me  stoop  to 
flatter  a  madman. 

PJ3.  Poor  Lady  Dick*  is  dead,  and  Mrs.  [Anne]  Pitt ;  the  latter 
in  a  madhouse. 

'  Wi£B  of  Sir  John  Dkk,  fonnerly  conra]  al  L^ora.— WALroLi* 


Vm.\  TO  WM  BIT.  MB.  MASOJK. 


MAI.    TO  THB  BBT.  WILLIAM  MAflOM. 

M<mdt^  ni^M,  Feb.  19, 1781. 

It  has  not  been  firom  want  of  materialsy  if  I  had  ehoaen  to  work 
them  up^  thi^t  I  ba^o  not  written  to  you  Tory  lately ;  hut  though  I 
hold  it  deleotaljda  enough  in  <me'8  dotage  to  prattle  and  gossip  of 
the  doings  of  the  courts  of  one's  yonnger  days,  I  do  not  thbk  it  so 
decorous  to  invert  one^s  Brant6me-hood  and  limp  after  and  repeal 
the  tattle  of  drawing*rooms  that  are  soaroe  fledged.  A  sovereign 
i|Uiy  be  philosopher  or  ooneentred  enough  in  his  own  rays  to 
4i^i:egard  tezresfarial  tempests,  and  to  be  more  oconpied  by  the  spots 
in  his  own  orbit  than  by  the  mouldering  away  of  his  empire.  For 
my  part  I  hare  too  much  mortal  clay  about  me  to  soar  so  much 
above  matter,  and  to  divert  myself  only  with  the  music  or  discord  of 
i^  spheres. 

All  this  tedious  proem  is  but  to  say  that  I  have  not  wanted 
new8»  ay,  and  news  that  emidioys  this  whole  town,  if  I  would 
have  condescended  to  tell  you  who  has  or  who  has  not  been  at 
Cumberland  House,  or  at  the  Queen's  ball,  or  how  King  George 
and  his  brother,  Buke  Henry,  have  quarrelled  about  the  servants  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales  not  being  suffered  to  dine  with  His  Boyal> 
Highness  Duke  Henry,  and  how  Duke  Henry  was  not  invited  to  the 
ball  at  the  Queen's  House,  with  a  deal  of  such  seimble  scamble  stuff, 
which  has  totally  obliterated  the  memory  of  all  the  wars  that  we- 
have  with  all  the  world.  Do  not  be  sorprised ;  if  we  attended  to 
any  thing  above  such  puerilities,  we  should  not  be  in  ihe  situation  we 
aiu  I  stjll  do  believe  that  distress  will  at  last  open  our  eyes,  but  I 
believe  too,  that  we  shall  soon  shut  them  again.  There  is  not  energy* 
enough  left  in  us  to  produce  any  effect  One  may  judge  from  the 
fuUure  of  our  dissipations  as  much  as  from  the  dissipation  itselfl 
The  age  that  souses  into  every  amusement  and  folly  that  is  presented 
to  it,  has  not  imaginatiim  enough  to  strike  out  anything  of  itself. 
Mrs.  Comelys^  Almack,  and  Dr.  Graham  are  forced  to  advertise 
diversions  by  public  sale,  and  everybody  goes  indolently  and  mecha- 
nically to  them  all,  without  chdce  or  preference.  They  who  are 
called  ike  people  qf  faehum  or  the  ton  have  contributed  nothing  of 
their  own  but  bemg  too  late;  nay,  actually  do  go  to  most  public 
diversions  after  they  are  over.  Tour  Yorkshire  Reformers,  though 
not  content  with   tilr.  Burke's  Bill,  will    geithier    no  prophetic 
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oomfort  from  the  treatment  it  reoeiTed  to-day.  I  wa«  at  Mrs 
Delany's  this  eyening^  when  Mr.  Frederic  Monti^  arrived  ttom  the 
House.  They  had  pot  off  the  seocmd  reading  till  Friday,  because 
Wednesday  is  the  fiast  day,  and  Thursday  Yestris's  benefit  God 
has  his  day,  a  French  dancer  his,  and  then  the  national  senate  will 
be  at  leisure  to  think  whethw  it  will  save  three-hal^nce-£Burthing 
out  of  eighteen  millions  that  are  to  be  raised  in  hopes  of  protracting 
the  war,  till  we  want  at  least  eighteen  millions  more. 

Was  not  you  edified  with  the  last  Ghizette  f  When  we  expected  to 
hear  that  all  Washington's  army  was  catched  in  a  drag-net,  and  that 
Lord  Oomwallis  had  subdued  and  pacified  all  Virginia  and  Carolina, 
we  were  modestly  told  that  his  Lordship  and  his  handful  of  men  had 
been  sick,  but,  thank  you,  are  a  little  better;  and  that  Colonel  Ferguson 
was  beaten,  and  Colonel  Tarleton  had  had  a  puny  advantage  ;  all 
which  we  knew  two  months  ago. 

To-day  we  are  very  sorry  for  what  however  we  do  not  care  a  straw 
about  Well,  the  grand  fleet,  that  was  to  fetch  home  Gibraltar  and 
place  it  out  of  harm's  way  in  the  Isle  of  Sky,  cannot  sail.  Governor 
Johnstone,  the  honestest  man  in  the  world,  has  written  to  Lord 
Hillsborough  (for  he  would  not  trust  Lord  Sandwich,  whom  a  fort- 
night ago  he  thought  the  second  man  in  honesty  in  8atM  Britain) 
oomplaining  that  the  fleet  is  rotten,  and  cannot  sail ;  nay,  he  has  sent 
up  a  yard  and  a  half  of  worm-eaten  plank,  which  he  humbly  b^  his 
Majesty  himself  will  taste  and  be  convinced.  I  do  not  answer  for  a 
syllable  of  truth  in  this  narrative,  though  it  was  told  me  by  a 
Scottish  Earl  who  never  gave  a  vote  in  his  days  against  any  Court. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  you  *  Ghray^s  Life '  [by  Johnson]. 
My  bookseller  had  blundered^  and  after  trusting  to  him  so  long,  he 
brought  me  the  preceding  volumes :  but  I  am  on  a  new  scent,  and 
hope  at  least  to  send  you  a  transcript  of  that  single  life ;  though  I 
wish  you  to  see  the  whole  set,  nay,  those  old  ones;  I  dipped  into  them, 
and  found  that  the  tasteless  pedant  admires  that  wretched  buffoon 
Dr.  King,  who  is  but  a  Tom  Brown  in  rhyme ;  *  and  says  that  *  The 
Dispensary,'  that  chef  d'osuore,  can  scarce  make  itself  read.  This  is 
prejudice  on  both  sides,  equal  to  that  monkish  railer  Tire  Garasse. 
But  Dr.  Johnson  has  indubitably  neither  taste  nor  ear,  criterion  of 
judgment,  but  his  old  woman's  prejudices ;  where  they  are  wanting, 
he  has  no  rule  at  all ;  he  prefers  Smith's  poetic,  but  insipid  and 
undramatio  *  Phssdra  and  Hippolitus'  to  Racine's  *  Pbddre,'  the  finest 

'  See  wkttt  Walpole  himeelf  nyi  of  King  in  one  of  hit  Letten.~Ou]i]ixHQBAM. 
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tragedy  in  my  opinion  of  the  French  Theatre,  for,  with  Voltaire's 
leare,  I  think  it  infinitely  preferable  to  '  Iphigenie/  and  so  I  own 
I  do  ' Biitannicus,'  'Mahomet/  'Alzire/  and  some  others;  but 
I  will  allow  Johnson  to  dislike  Gh*ay,  Ghurth,  Prior — ay,  and  every 
genius  we  have  had,  when  he  cries  up  Blackmore,  Thomson, 
Akenside,  and  Dr.  King ;  nay,  I  am  glad  that  the  measure  of  our 
iulness  is  fnlL  I  would  have  this  era  stigmatise  itself  in  every 
respect,  and  be  a  proverb  to  the  nations  around,  and  to  future  ages. 
We  want  but  Popery  to  sanctify  every  act  of  blindness.  Hume 
should  bum  the  Works  of  Locke,  and  Johnson  of  Milton,  and  the 
Atheist  and  the  Bigot  join  in  the  same  religious  rites,  as  they  both 
were  pensioned  by  the  same  piety.  Oh  I  let  us  not  have  a  ray  of 
sense  or  ilirob  of  sensation  left  to  distinguish  us  from  brutes !  let 
total  stupefaction  palliate  our  fall,  and  let  us  resemble  the  Jews,  who 
when  they  were  to  elect  a  Gh>d,  preferred  a  calf ! 

Upon  stricter  inquiry,  I  find  that  Johnson  has  not  yet  published 
bis  new  '  lives,'  but  only  given  away  a  few  copies. 

An  account  is  said  to  be  come  bom  New  York,  that  above  two 
fliousand  of  Washington's  aimy  have  left  him  for  want  of  pay,  but 
remain  encamped  at  some  distance ;  have  refdsed  to  join  Clinton, 
and  have  sent  to  the  Congress  that  they  will  return  to  Washington 
if  they  are  paid ;  if  not,  that  they  will  not  disband.  Oovemor 
Johnstone's  remonstrance  is  already  whittled  down  to  a  complaint 
of  one  particular  ship  not  being  ready. 

2nd  P.S.  Lord  Haroourt  has  got  me  from  Taylor  at  Bath  the 
method  of  the  Aquatinta,  which  I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Stonhewer  this 
morning  to  transmit  to  him.' 

'to  THS  EOS.  EOmAOB  WALPOUL 

AtUm,  Ftb.  28, 1781. 

At  the  last  day  of  the  month  I  should  be  angntefol  b^ond  meaimei  if  I  did  nol 
return  yon  my  beet  and  sinoereet  thanks  for  four  delightfiil  letters,  which  in  the 
coone  of  it  amused  me  OTsn  in  its  bleakest  and  most  tempestnons  moments :  was 
Falgrare  here  (bat  be  left  me  three  days  ago),  he  would  join  his  thanks  with  mine  in 
the  greatest  cordiality.  He  is  an  excellent  creatare,  has  infinite  original  hunoor, 
and,  what  is  better,  a  good  heart. 

lir.  Conway's  qieeeh  suits  my  political  ideas  Toiy  mveh,  as  well  as  my  ecdeelas- 
tical ;  his  stricture  on  a  certun  bench  is  highly  to  my  taste,  I  ean  assure  you;  and  I 
admire  him  the  more  for  hariog  spoken  out  on  the  occasion. 

The  Tale  (as  you  remember)  I  had  seen  before,  and  had  told  you  how  much  I  liked 
it    I  can  only  say  that  Palgrare  was  equally  entertained  with  it. 

I  am  sorry  you  hare  had  so  mach  trouble  about  Dr.  Johnson's  hypercriticisms  ;  'tis 
true  1  should  like  to  see  them,  but  1  ean  wait  with  much  patience.    I  am  rather  more 
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I  SHALL  not  weary  yon  again  with  saying'  any  more  abont  my 
nephew.  I  have  done  with  him !  An  affair  is  going  to  take  place 
that  is  not  nnoonnected  with  him,  and  that  gives  me  some  satis- 
faction. Lord  Walpcde's  ddest  son,  who  at  present  stands  in  the 
light  of  heir-apparent  to  both  branches  of  the  family,  and  whom 
Lord  Orfbrd  is  at  least  bound  to  my  late  nncle  to  make  his  heir  in 
succession,  is  going  to  marry  one  of  my  numerous  nieces.  Lady  Mary 
Churchill's  younger  dai^hter.''  It  is  a  match  of  love ;  she  is  a  very 
fine  girl,  but  without  a  shilling.  Lord  Walpole  dislikes  the  match 
much,  entirely  on  that  last  defect :  but  the  son  is  a  most  honourable 
young  man ;  and  the  father,  who  is  good-natured,  has  at  last  gireil 
his  consent. 

Thus,  if  Lord  Orford's  madness  and  the  Tillany  of  his  coun- 
sellors (and,  I  must  add,  his  own  want  of  principle)  does  no( 
reverse  what  he  promised,  all  the  descendants  of  my  father,  the 
author  of  the  greatness  of  the  whole  family,  will  not  be  deprived  of 
his  fortune.  My  sister  llalpas's  posterity,  to  whom  it  ought  first  to 
descend  after  my  brother  and  me,  will  be  defrauded ;  but,  plundered 
as  Houghton  is,  the  possessors  will  still  look  up  to  the  memory  of  its 
illustrious  founder. 

But  how  weak  are  these  visions  about  ancestors  and  descendants  f 

deilrovt  of  pieking  up  a  few  antliMitlo  tiModoias  of  Mm  MooUgoo't  qiisnti  wiih 
him,  and  whaiher  it  haa  proceeded  to  an  abeolnte  breach.  A  leea  matter  than  th&a 
teems  to  be,  haa  heretofore  giren  rise  to  a  Hock  Spio ;  bat  I  need  say  no  more,  I  dare 
lay  your  imagination  ean  throw  it  into  Cantoe. 

I  ought  to  thank  yon  for  year  fkronrable  (I  fear  too  feTotmble)  opinion  of  mj 
translation  of  '  Fresnoy ; '  'twas  a  work  bogon  in  eariy  yonth,  and  which  crept  on  at 
Tery  distant  and  idle  intenrals.  It  was  near  being  pnblished  twenty  years  ago,  bat 
Mr.  Gimy  and  Di.  Hard  thought  a  translation  of  saoh  a  poem  woald  do  me  little 
credit ;  yet  new  whan  I  reaoi?ed  apon  it»  for  the  sake  of  indndng  Sir  Joshoa  to 
oomment  apon  it,  I  wiU  own  I  rerised  it  so  rtirj  earefhlly,  that  I  do  not  think  that 
there  are  ten  lines  in  the  whole  that  are  precisely  the  aame  they  were  when  my  two 
eriUea  aaw  it ;  and  aa  by  practioe  the  knack  of  rhyming  is  modi  more  my  own,  so  I 
really  do  hope  in  pc^nt  of  Tersification  (considered  as  a  translation)  it  will  pass 
master.  I  cannot,  howerer,  think  it  has  mach  original  ease  aboat  it.  I  hare  heard 
lately  from  Mr.  CUlpin,.  who  seems  m«oh  flattered  by  yoar  good  opinion  of  him ;  bat 
^e  poet  ia  eome,  and  wiU  notwaitef«n  to  glTe  me  tima  to  sign  and  seal,  and  say  how 
madi  I  am  years, 

W.  Masos. 

>  The  marriage  of  the  Honoorable  Horatio  Walpole  with  Sophi%  the  daoghter  of 
Lady  Maiy  ChorohiU,  took  place  in  Jnly.— Wbmbt. 
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and  how  eztraordmarily  weak  am  I  to  harbour  flieniy  when  I  see 
that  a  madman,  a  housemaid,  and  an  attorney  can  ba£Se  all  the 
▼iewB  Sir  Boberi  himflalf  had  entertained !  Ooold  he  foresee  that 
his  grandson  would  sell  his  coUeotion  of  piotares»  or  that  his  grand« 
daughter  would  many  the  King's  brother  P — ^Yet,  if  one  excluded 
▼isionsy  and  attended  only  to  the  philosophy  of  refleciiony — ^if  one 
always  reooUeoted  bow  tramntory  are  all  the  glories  in  fiie  imagina* 
tion,  how  insipidy  how  Usttess  would  life  be ! 

Are  fame  or  soienoe  mcnre  real  P  Would  we  know  what  is  past» 
on  the  truth  of  what  history  can  we  depend  P  Would  we  step 
without  the  pa^pabk  world,  what  do  we  learn  but  by  guess,  or  by 
that  most  barren  of  all  responses,  calculation  P  Is  anything  more 
lean  than  the  knowledge  we  attain  by  computing  the  distance  or 
magnitude  of  a  planet  P  If  we  could  Imow  more  of  a  world  than  its 
size,  would  not  its  size  be  tho  least  part  of  our  contemplation  f  All 
I  mean  is,  that  it  matters  not  with  what  yisionsi  profided  they  are 
harmless,  we  amuse  ourselTes ;  and  that^i  so  far  fifom  oombatbg^ 
I  o&exL  loTe  to  entertain  them.  When  one  has  outlived  one's 
passioQS  and  pursuits,  one  should  become  inaetiye  or  morose  if  one's 
second  childhood  had  not  its  rattles  and  &bles  like  the  first 

I  am  the  mpre  willing  to  play  with  local  and  domestic  baby- 
houses,  as  the  greater  scene  is  still  more  comfortless ;  thougjh  what 
is  one's  country  but  one's  family  on  a  larger  scale  P  What  was  the 
glory  of  immortal  Rome,  but  the  family  pride  of  some  thousand 
&milies  P  All  sublunary  objects  are  but  great  and  little  by  com- 
parison. You  and  I  have  Uved  long  enough  to  see  Houghton  and 
England  emerge,  the  one  from  a  country  gentleman's  house  to  a 
palace,  the  other  from  an  island  to  an  empire ;  and  to  behold  both 
stripped  of  their  acquisitions,  and  lamentable  in  their  ruins.  I  will 
push  the  comparison  between  large  and  petty  objects  no  furthar, 
tiiough  both  hare  compounded  the  present  colour  of  my  mind. 
I  came  hither  yesterday,  but  left  nothing  new  in  town.  The  follies 
of  a  great  capital  are  only  new  in  the  persons  of  their  fstTourites. 

The  fanatic  Lord  George  Gordon  was  the  reigning  hero  a  fort- 
night ago :  the  French  dancers,  Yestris  and  his  son,  have  dethroned 
hm,  and  are  the  reigning  bubbles  in  the  air  at  this  moment  On 
Tkmiftj  west  seTeniiight  there  was  an.  opera  for  the  sufferers  by  the 
lete  dreads. calamities  ait  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica.;,  the  theatre  was 
901  half:  &11  I^  Thunday  was>  the  benefit  of  Yestris  and  son ; 
the  house  oould  not  receiye  or  contain  the  multitudes  that  presented 
themselres.   Their  oblations  amounted  to  feurfawii  hundred  pounds. 
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You  talk  of  Dutch  prizes:  a  late  storm  has  paid  them  in  a 
moment^  and  thrown  into  their  arms — at  least  driren  and  wrecked 
on  their  ooast,  one  of  our  newly  arrived  IndiaTnen,  worth  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  We  consoled  ourselves  with  the  revolt 
of  a  large  body  of  Washington's  troops ;  but,  when  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  invited  them  to  his  standard,  they  impolitely  bound  his 
messengers  hand  and  foot,  and  sent  them  to  the  Oongress.  We  are 
apt  to  sing  lo  Paean  too  soon,  and  only  show  how  much  we  want 
good  news,  by  accepting  everything  as  such ;  though  the  second 
report  generally  proves  sinister. 


2018.    TO  THS  BEY.  WILUAM  COLK 
JhULWL  Sim:  BerMey  Square, Mamk %  1781. 

Mt  Lady  Orford  ordered  herself  to  be  buried  at  Leghorn,  the 
only  place  in  Tuscany  where  Protestants  have  burial ;  *  therefore 
I  suppose  she  did  not  affect  to  change.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe 
she  had  no  preference  for  any  sect^  but  rather  laughed  at  all.  I  know 
nothing  new,  neither  in  novelty  nor  antiquity.  I  have  had  no  gout 
this  winter,  and  therefore  I  call  it  my  leap-year.  I  am  sorry  it  is 
not  yours  too.  It  is  an  age  since  I  saw  Dr.  Lort.  I  hope  illness  is 
not  the  cause.  You  will  be  diverted  with  hearing  that  I  am  chosen 
an  honorary  member  of  the  new  Antiquarian  Society  at  Edinburgh. 
I  accepted  for  two  reasons:  first,  it  is  a  feather  that  does  not 
demand  my  flying  thither ;  and  secondly,  to  show  contempt  for  our 
own  old  fools.  To  me  it  will  be  a  perfect  sinecure,  for  I  have 
moulted  all  my  pen  feathers,  and  shall  have  no  ambition  of  nestling 
into  their  printed  transactions.  Adieu,  my  good  Sir.  Your  much 
obliged. 


201A    TO  THE  BEY.  WILLIAK  MASON. 

BerkeUif  Square,  Marek  8, 1781. 

I  BEGAN  to  be  a  little  out  of  humour  at  your  silence ;  your  letter 
came  in  time,  just  as  I  was  going  to  seal  up  my  lips  too.  An  echo 
that  will  repeat  one  word  twenty  times  will  stop,  imleas  you  feed  it 
anew,  though  but  with  a  single  word.    This  time,  no  more  than  tlia 

'  WlMre  Bmollet  it  Varied.— CtnnmraKix. 
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eeho^  Iiad  I  any  need  to  lift  up  my  Toioe.  The  War  is  gone  to 
deepj  the  Parliament  gone  to  bed«  and  Yestria  himself,  if  he  had  any 
competitor,  wonld  go  ont  of  fashion.  Invention,  except  of  political 
lies,  is  not  the  gift  of  this  age.  For  want  of  subject  of  admiration, 
Sir  Joseph  Yorke  is  called  by  the  newspapers  a  great  man,  and  for 
want  of  taste  the  Monthly  Reviewers  call  Mr.  Hayley  a  great  poet, 
though  he  has  no  more  ear  or  imagination  than  they  have.  As  if 
anybody  loved  reading  or  did  read,  Mr.  Gibbon  has  treated  them 
with  his  vast  two  volumes.  I  have  almost  finished  the  last,  and 
some  parts  are  more  entertaining  than  the  other,  and  yet  it  has  tired 
me,  and  so  I  think  it  did  himself.  There  is  no  spirit  in  it,  nor  does 
any  one  chapter  interest  one  more  than  another ;  which  is  commonly 
the  case  of  compilations,  especially  in  such  an  eloquent  age  as  this, 
Though  these  volumes  are  not  polished  like  the  first,  you  see  that  he 
is  never  thinking  of  his  subject,  but  intendinir  to  make  his  periods 
worthy  of  himilf.  Then  he  is  oftea  obscur;,  for  from  flxVpro- 
digious  quantity  of  matter  he  frequently  is  content  with  alluding  to 
his  original ;  and  who  for  mercy  would  recur  to  Sozomen,  Jomandez, 
and  ProcopiusP  Then  having  both  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Empires  on  his  hands  at  once,  and  nobody  but  Imbecilles  and  their 
Eunuchs  at  the  head,  one  is  confased  with  two  subjects,  that  are 
quite  alike,  though  quite  distinct ;  and  in  the  midst  of  this  distraction 
enters  a  deluge  of  Alans,  Huns,  Qoths,  Ostrogoths,  and  Yisigoths, 
who  witli  the  same  features  and  characters  are  to  be  described  in 
different  tenns,  without  any  essential  variety,  and  he  is  to  bring  you 
acquainted  with  them  when  you  wish  them  all  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Bed  Sea.  He  has  made  me  a  present  of  these  volumes,  and  I  aic 
sure  I  shall  have  fuUy  paid  for  them  when  I  have  finished  them : 
one  paragraph  I  must  select,  which  I  believe  the  author  did  not 
intend  should  be  so  applicable  to  the  present  moment  ''The 
Armorican  provinces  of  Gtiul  and  the  greatest  part  of  Spain 
were  thrown  into  a  state  of  disorderly  independence  by  the  oon« 
federations  of  the  Bagaudas;  and  the  Imperial  ministers  pursued 
with  prescriptive  laws  and  ineffectual  arms  the  rebels  whom  they 
had  made/'  End  of  Chap.  zzxy.  This  is  also  a  sample  of  the 
style  which  is  translating  bad  Latin  into  English,  that  maybe  turned 
into  Classic  Latin.  I  was  charmed,  as  I  owned,  with  the  enamel  of 
tiie  first  volume,  but  I  am  tired  by  this  rhetoric  diction,  and  wish 
again  for  Bishop  Bumef  s  And  so. 

They  who  write  of  their  own  times  love  or  hate  the  actors, 
and  draw  you  to  their  party ;   but  with  the  fear  of  the  lam  of 
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liistory  before  Ins  eyes,  a  compiler  afects  you  no  viote  than  i 
Chonceiy  suit  about  the  entail  df  an  estate  with  whbse  olmerd 
you  was  not  acquainted.  Poor  Lord  Lyttelton  was  6f  all  thai 
tribe  the  most  circumspect,  and  consequently  the  most  insipid. 
!Bis  'Henry  11.'  raises  no  more  passions  than  Bum's  'Justice 
of  Peace.'  Apropos,  **poor  LytteUm  **  were  the  words  of  ofience. 
Mrs.  Yesey  sounded  the  trumpet  It  has  not,  I  beliere,  produced 
any  altercation,  but  at  a  blue-stocking  meeting  held  by  Lady 
Lucan,  Mrs.  Montagu  and  Dr.  Johnson  kept  at  different  ends  of 
the  chamber,  and  set  up  altar  against  altar  there.  There  she  told 
me  as  a  mark  of  her  high  displeasure,  that  she  would  never  ask  him 
to  dinner  again.  I  took  her  side,  and  fomented  the  quarrel,  and 
wished  I  oould  have  made  Dagon  and  Ashtaroth  scold  in  Coptic 

I  am  happy  that  you  like  Mr.  Conway's  speech,  and  the  Concic 
ad  Clerum.  The  Duke  of  Grafton,  with  whom  I  dined  the  othei 
day  with  Mr.  Conway  and  Stonhewer,*  told  us  that  the  FlameU 
most  ofiended  is  Bishop  Keene.  I  do  beliere  he  is  one  of  the  most 
sore,  for  he  is  one  of  the  most  putrid ;  but  he  must  be  ten  times 
more  angry  at  his  own  son,  who  spoke  on  Monday /or  Burke's  BilL 
Lord  Chatham's  second  son,  they  say,  was  &r  more  like  hU  father. 
Sheridan  demolished  Courtenay,  who,  old  George  Cayendish  said 
well,  is  Deputy  Buffoon  to  Lord  North. 

I  am  sorry  you  have  lost  Palgrare,  and  wish  you  could  tempt  hini 
to  meet  you  at  Strawberry  HilL 

Sir  Joshua,  I  doubt,  will  not  have  time  soon  fe  expedite  jox^ 
'  Fresnoy ;'  it  must  be  much  altered,  or  I  should  marvel  at  Gray ; 
for  Bishop  Hurd'  you  know  I  never  admired  him,  even  before  he 
was  miiared.  All  his  Writings  are  tame,  witibout  a  grain  of  origin- 
ality. I  shaQ  always  maintain  that  ybu  have  made  a  masterly  poem 
from  a  very  moderate  one,  without  adding  to  the  author's  sense.  If 
tiiat  is  not  the  perfection  of  translation,  I  do  not  know  what  is. 
I  am  very  sensible  that  ybu  could  have  added  more  gold,  but  who 
ever  gilt  so  well  P  This  I  take  to  be  the  precise  definition  of  a  good 
translation,  which  improves  base  metal'  Without  adding  or^    Adieu. 

'  At  the  Duke  of  Orafion*!,  in  PioeadUl j,  Uiere  b  ft  portnit  of  BionHewer  bj  ffir 
JaAum  Rojrnoldii.— -OtdtvnroRifK. 

'  Set  io  ZomI^  illi  f ob^  17eO,«iid  Lttt* lo  HoHfrad;  alio ' Wa^olMuM*' m«-« 
CvnniaHAif. 
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AOIIL    TO  THS  BIT.  WILLIAM  OOL^ 

Monk  1^  1781. 

I  DO  not  in  the  least  g;ii688  or  imagine  idiat  jon  mean  bjr  Laid 
Haidwioke's  publication  of  a  Walpoluma.^  Natorallj  it  ahonld 
mean  a  ooUeotion  of  sayings  or  anecdotes  of  mj  &ther,  aocoiding  to 
the  French  ^iiM,  which  began,  I  think,  with  those  of  Manage.  Or, 
is  it  a  colleotion  of  letters  and  state-papen  during  lus  adnuniatntionP 
I  own  I  am  carious  to  know  at  least  what  this  piece  4>fy>tm"a.  I  had 
not  heard  a  word  of  it ;  and,  were  it  not  for  the  name^  I  ahonld 
hare  reiy  little  inquisitiyeness  about  it :  for  nothing  upon  earth  efw 
was  duller  than  the  three  heavy  tomes  his  Lordship  printed  of  'Sir 
Dudley  Oarleton's  Negotiations/  and  of  what  he  called  State-papeif. 
Pray  send  me  an  answer  as  soon  as  you  can ;  at  least  of  as  mudi  as 
you  hare  heard  about  this  thing. 


aoie.    TO  THl  filY.  WILUAM  MASOIT. 

Monk  9,  irSL 

I  MAYS  at  last  got  for  you  Johnson's  criticism  on  <3fay.  There  is 
not  the  introductory  life,  but  this  is  all  I  hafe ;  and  very  oddly, 
Mr.  Bentley  sent  it  to  me  in  manuscript,  from  indignation,  as  he 
is  a  true  admirer  of  Ghray ;  and  he  tells  me  that  he  received  it  fix>m 
a  correspondent  at  Oxford,  who  adds,  that  it  is  to  appear  in  two 
months  to  ike  making  all  Oxford  too  happy.  I  send  you  this  genuine 
expression,  and  I  trust  you  will  not  forget  the  feature.  You  wiU  find 
ample  matter  for  satire  and  ridicule,  besides  the  hints  I  have  given 
you  already  from  his  other  lives.  I  depend  on  your  asserting  your 
indisputable  right  to  succession,  by  vindicating  your  lawful  pre- 


To  my  great  joy,  I  have  done  with  the  Gbths  and  Huns  and  Yisi- 
goths  [in  Qibbon's  History].  You  will  not  read  of  them,  but  pray 
when  you  have  an  opportunity,  turn  to  fiie  very  last  page  of  the  last 
volume^  i^id  to  the  veiy  conclusion — ^it  will  be  worth  your  while.  I 
am  now  embaidBed  in  another  almost  as  tedious  a  navigation,  Mr. 

>  '  WalpollAoa;  or  a  few  AiModotM  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole;'— «a  aaieeeble  litUe 
coOeetion  of  eneodoiee  leUtiTe  to  Sir  Robert  Walpoie,  mede  bj  Ehilip,  leooiui  Karl  of 
Hardwicke :  printed  in  quarto,  bat  neyer  pttbliihed.~W]U0HT. 

TOL.   viu.  0 
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Warton'B  third  Tolmne.  Tiaa  ia  the  tiiinl  iauneiue  Sstory  of  tfa« 
life  of  Poetry,  and  still  Poetry  is  not  yet  bom,  for  Spenser  will  not 
appear  till  the  fourth  tome.  I  perceive  it  is  the  oertain  &t6  of  an 
antiqaaiy  to  become  ao  old  fooL  Mr.  Warton  thinks  Prior  spoiled 
las  original  in  his  imitation  of  '  Henry  and  Emma.'  Mercy  on  ns  1 
frhat  shall  we  oome  to  in  these  halqron  days  I  0  for  "  lome  gentle 
Jamet,"'  &o. 

Last  week  the  Stocks  pricked  up  tlieir  ass's  ears  six  inches 
higher.  Aostria  and  SoBsia  were  to  make  peace  fin*  ns.  France 
.and  Spain  had  aooepted  the  Imperial  mediations,  and  the  great 
Sir  Jo6^h  drew  on  his  boots  and  was  galloping  over  sea  to 
"Vienna.  Sir  Jos^h's  boots  are  still  on,  but  France,  they  say,  has 
said  nothing,  and  Spain  has  said  no,  and  we,  I  beliere,  protest  against 
tiie  independence  of  America,  which  we  oan  vety  well  afford,  for  we 
haTe  fimded  only  twoity-one  millions  to  borrow  twelve.  For  my 
part,  I  wish  for  peace,  and  I  do  not  care  how  bad  an  one :  onr  glory 
is  gone,  onr  constitation  gone,  onr  sense  gone,  but  I  would  save  the 
lives  that  are  left ;  and  then  Mr.  Gibbon  and  the  University  of 
Oxford  may  hnnt  for  and  find  what  tojncs  <^  pan^yric  they  please. 
Adien  1  I  most  send  away  my  packet  to  Mr.  S[t<mhewer]  and 
desire  him  to  find  a  convqwice  for  it* 

■  '  DnwW,'  bk.  It.  L  ITS^-OvmriMiu. 

■  »  nn  loa.  aouoi  tauou: 
Dux  an.  A*lom,MarA»,mi. 

Kj  UtIiitm  sukaa  m«  ptii  offviltiBg  to  «Mi7bod)rtUl  it  beeomM  naoaMaij  to 
mile  tu  i^logj,  and  IwdoMi  !>»(«•  ■poIogUiiiK  to  much  that  than  ih*  btoomoi 
lidliiiMr  more  ttrong  In  ber  powen  of  piwnaUnatlon.  I  will,  howartr,  u  Um 
PMliiiWMr*,"bn*k  b«r  boBdi  Mnndtr,  ud  art  »«*;  bat  wndiftoai  ma.'  1  wlB 
tliBnk  joa  again  and  ag^n  for  yoni  two  lattan,  vltlunit  lajlng  mors  than  I  hart 
Bid  tor  not  haTing  aniwered  them.  I  will  thank  70D,  na:r>  m;  UztneM  ahall  thank 
yon  too,  br  n*lag  u  the  trMiUa  of  nading  Hi.  O&bon,  aiid  fin  doing  fonr  b«rt  to 
MTO  n«  bom  raading  T.  Warton.  Bot  In  thia  lattei  anthor'i  anttqnaiian  mnd  ws  an 
■Irsadj  aboTB  knoa  daap,  and  wo  mnit  on  ••  &>t  •■  wa  are  able.  There  waa  aome- 
bodj,  I  think  it  waa  D'Alembert,  that  oat  of  t*o  thick  qnartot  of  Oennan,  made 
k  hn»di*d  dnodedmo  i«gM  abonl  Qomd  OhrliUn^  whldi  war*  the  pntUmt  and 
pleMMitort  Mding  in  tha  woild.  I  trut  that  pDataritj  (if  t»i*«ittr  daaarraa  it) 
will  be  blaat  vith  aoma  ftitnia  anaedotlat  like  one  I  oonld  name  (wlio  haa  prorad, 
eontniy  to  liii  own  tpM  doit,  "that  n  man  may  be  an  anUqaaiian  wltho«t 
baooming  an  eld  tool")  that  «1U  aalaot  ont  of  thaaa  thme  qnaitoa,  AnaodotM  ot 
Bngliih  Poetry  in  two  or  tbrao  imall  oeUna,  abont  the  die,  tof  butanea,  of  tho 
'  Boyal  and  IToUe  Antiien ;'  and  ahoold  thia  bo  the  OHa^  onr  Oxonian  will  not  hata 
written  In  vain.  Norarthalam,  lot  u  do  him  jnatlao ;  when  ho  wiUaa  on  a  good 
anbjaot,  fa*  wiita  bettor,  and  what  ha  iiai  mid  of  Lord  Suray  Ii  qnite  what  it 
iboold  be ;  the  mliohief  la,  tliat  ha  tlilnka  all  autfjeeta  eqaally  good,  and  thoie  bart 
that  are  oldaaL  And  now  lat  me  thank  yon  for  yonr  tranacript  of  Jahiuon, 
which  li  certainly  the  meanaat  bndneai  that  erer  diagraoad  Litoratnre.  He  ahall 
•artainly  hare  iiii  reward  whan  mj  '  Bn^iih  Oaiden '  (the  fboith  book  of  whieh  k 
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S017.   TO  SIB  HORAOl  XAKV. 

Mtartk  IZ,  1781. 

I  HAVB  jufit  reoeiTed  your  three  lines  of  Feb.  28  by  your  courier, 
and  hurry  to  reply,  lest  he  should  call  for  my  answer  before  it  is 
finished.  I  have  indeed  nothing  to  tell  yon  that  might  not  go 
through  all  the  inquisitions  and  post-offices  in  Europe ;  for  I  can 
only  send  you  my  own  vague  conjectures  or  opinions.  The  guns  are 
going  ofiF  for  the  conquest  of  Eustatia  by  Bodney,  which  is  just 
arrived.  It  may  be  a  good  circumstance  towards  disposing  the 
Dutch  to  peace ;  and  perhaps  to  balance  what  your  despatch  brings, 
which  is  probably  an  attempt  or  design  on  Minorca.  We  imagine, 
too,  that  the  grand  fleet  sailed  yesterday  ai  but,  which  is  to  relieve 
Gibraltar,  and  annihilate  the  combined  squadrons. 

Last  week  the  Stocks  rose  six  per  cent  in  two  days.  It  was  given 
out  that  the  Emperor  and  Empress  had  offered  their  mediation,  and 
that  all  parties  had  accepted  it,  and  that  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  was 
to  depart  on  wings  of  winds  to  Vienna  to  conclude  the  peace. 
Much  of  this  cargo  of  propitious  news  is  follen  off,  as  well  as  the 
Stocks.  Sir  Joseph  is  not  gone ;  and  at  most  it  is  said  that  their 
Imperial  Majesties  have  made  a  defensive  alliance^  and  that  Bussia 

BOW  ia  th«  Toik  prMs)  li  out  of  my  hiadf.  I  do  not  tliink  I  conid  do  It  any  way 
better  than  by  irhftt  I  more  tbaa  half  did,  three  yean  ago,  in  a  eertain  Monologue, 
of  which  yo«  aaw  the  greateat  part^  bat  then  it  would  oertainly  teU  talea.  I  haTe  a 
great  mind  to  weate  it  into  a  Hock  Epic,  eonld  I  get  the  leait  hint  of  a  iqnabble 
between  Qoeen  Aahtaroth  [Mrs.  Montagne]  and  Dagon  [Dr.  Johnaon].  If  that  matter 
goea  farther,  pray  glTe  me  early  intelligence ;  a  grare  anawer  woold  do  him  too  mncb 
honour,  and  to  whip  him  on  the  bade  of  hia  patrona,  woold  aait  my  fSuioy  beet 
Howerer,  be  aaaared  I  mean  te  tam  myself  entirely  to  that  topie  aoon,  in  some  way 
or  other. 

Ton  haTO  set  my  friend  Mr.  GUpin,  I  fear,  an  impracticable  taak,  and  yonraelf,  with 
Lord  Harooort^  one  mnch  more  lo,  by  adridng  him  to  print  hia  Toan^ — aabeoribera 
wiU  nerer  be  fonnd  aailident  to  pay  the  expense.  Ton  ahoald  hate  contriTod  to 
hATe  done  it  by  Lord  North's  assistance,  oat  of  the  sarplns  of  tha  new  loan.  He  has 
written  to  me  on  the  sobject^  and  I  have  adrised  him  to  lUk  only  aomo  detadied  part 
hj  way  of  ezperimentb 

I  find  oar  DiepaUes  are  obliged  to  andepatise  themselTea  before  t)icy  can  petition 
Parliament.  I  haTC  little  hopea  that  a  petition  of  forty  eoantiy  gentlemen  will  bo 
maeh  attended  to  by  the  present  Pariiamentb  I  think  th^  will  pnt  them  nnder 
custody  of  the  Sejjeant-at^rms  for  their  presamption,  if  not  into  Newgate.  No 
Butter,  all  is  oyer,  and  I  shoald  not  haye  broached  this  topic,  had  it  not  been  merely 
io  fill  my  pi^P^-  I^^  yon  set  the  rose-leaTes  of  yonr  treiUage  at  Strawberry  on  fii« 
by  yov  illaminations  for  Santa  Eostadal 

Toots  most  troly, 

W .  Masqv. 


90  HORAOk  WALPOLB'S  LSmBS.  [1781. 

had  dyilly  told  fhe  Datdh  that  ahe  oonld  do  no  more  for  fhem,  bat 
advised  them  to  make  peace.  Now,  would  you  know  my  own 
belief  P  It  is,  that,  wbatever  adraiioea  are  n^e  to  as,  we  shall 
profit  of  none,  but  persist  in  the  American  war ;  at  least  in  such  a 
submission  as  may  leare  us  power  to  violate  any  treaty  and  begin 
again.  Our  foolhardiness  is  past  all  credibility;  fhe  nation  is 
besotted,  and  not  a  gpreat  viewis  left  abow  or  below.  If  I  filled  my 
paper,  I  should  but  dilate  on  thoae  two  points.  For  my  part,  I  do 
assure  you,  I  cast  all  politics  out  of  my  thoughts.  I  see  no  glim- 
mering of  hope  that  we  sliould  be  a  great  nation  again ;  nor  do  we 
deserve  to  be.  I  wish  for  peace  at  any  rate ;  and  I  cease  to  love 
my  country,  because  I  am  disinterested,  just  as  they  do  who  sell 
it,  because  they  are  the  reverse.  1  cannot  love  what  deserves  no 
esteem. 

Private  news  we  have  none,  but  the  silly  topics  of  dancers  and 
crowds.  Nothing  at  all  passes  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  not  much 
in  the  other,  but  jobs.  IJieir  Highnesses  of  Cumberland  have  turned 
short  firom  the  King,  and  court  the  Prince  of  Wales,'  and  the  Oppo- 
sition, and  the  ton,  and  the  mob.  My  friends*  sit  stUl,  and  sensibly 
let  the  hurricane  lower  which  way  it  will.  It  will  soon,  I  suppose^ 
produce  confusion  and  new  quarrels ;  but  you  know  me  too  well  to 
imagine  that  I  will  embark,  even  in  speculation,  on  chapters  to 
come.  When  I  doubt  almost  all  I  hear  in  the  present  mom^it,  I 
shall  not  roam  into  guesses  on  future  events,  which  I  probably  shall 
not  know  whether  they  happen  or  not.  Adieu !  I  must  seal  my 
letter  to  have  it  ready.  It  is  not  very  informing^  but  at  least  it  tdls 
you  that  ev^Tthiiig  is  in  suspense. 


2018.    TO  THS  BEY.  WILLIAM  COtft. 

Berhdeff  Squaire,  Mard^  29, 1781. 

You  are  so  good-natured  that  I  am  sure  you  wQl  be  glad  to  be 
told  that  the  report  of  Mr.  Pennant  being  disordered  is  not  true. 
He  is  come  to  town — ^has  been  with  me,  and  at  least  is  as  composed 
as  ever  I  saw  him.  He  is  going  to  publish  another  part  of  his 
*  Welsh  Tour,'  which  he  can  well  afiford ;  though  I  believe  he  does 
not  lose  by  his  works.     An  aunt  is  dead,  exceedingly  rich,  who  had 

*  Hu  Bojil  Highneai  had,  on  the  first  of  JaaiiMy,  been  doekrad  of  ago,  Mid 
sppoared  st  coart  in  hU  new  chaneter. — Wkioht. 
^  The  Dnke  and  Dnchess  of  Gloacetter. — Walpoli. 
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given  some  thonaands  to  him  and  his  daughter,  bnt  suddenly  changed 
her  mind  and  left  all  to  his  sister,  who  has  most  nobly  given  him 
all  tiiat  had  been  destined  in  the  oanoelled  Will.  Dr.  Nash  has  just 
published  the  first  volume  of  his  '  Worcestershire.'  It  is  a  folio  of 
prodigious  corpulenoe,  and  yet  dry  enough ;  but  then  it  is  finely 
dressed,  and  has  many  heads  and  views.  Dr.  Lort  was  with  me 
yesterday,  and  I  never  saw  him  better,  nor  has  he  been  much  out 
of  order.  I  hope  your  gout  has  left  you ;  but  here  are  winds  bitter 
enough  to  give  one  anything.    Yours  ever. 


S019.    TO  SIB  HOBACl  MA5N. 

Berhdqf  Squart,  Marth  80»  1781. 

I  WBOTB  a  letter  to  you  fi^r  your  messenger  the  moment  he 
arrived,  but  he  was  detained  here  so  long  tiiat  it  must  have  reached 
you  antiquated.  He  found  us  exulting  for  the  capture  of  St.  Eustatia: 
file  scene  is  a  little  changed  since,  both  in  the  West  and  East 
America  is  once  more  not  quite  ready  to  be  conquered,  though 
every  now  and  then  we  fancy  it  is.  Tarleton  is  defeated.  Lord 
Oomwallis  is  checked,  and  Arnold  not  sure  of  having  betrayed  his 
friends  to  much  purpose.  If  we  are  less  certain  of  recovering  what 
we  have  thrown  away,  we  are  in  fuU  as  much  danger  of  losing  what 
we  acquired,  not  more  creditably,  at  the  other  end  of  the  world. 
Hyder  Ally,  an  Indian  potentate,  thinking  he  has  as  much  right  to 
the  diamonds  of  his  own  country  as  the  Rumbolds  and  Sykes's,  who 
were  originally  waiters  in  a  tavern,  has  given  us  a  Uow,  and  ha% 
noi  done. 

Europe  has  a  mass  of  debts  to  pay  to  the  other  quarters  of  the 
gilobe;  which,  on  the  merit  of  having  improved  navigation  and 
invented  gunpowder,  we  have  thought  we  had  a  right  to  desolate 
and  plunder;  and  we  have  been  such  savages  as  to  punish  each 
other  for  our  crimes.  The  Romans  havocked  the  world  for  glory ; 
the  Spaniards,  Portuguese,  Dutch,  and  English,  fi>r  gold ;  but  each 
nation  thirsted  to  engross  the  whole  mass,  and  became  scourges  to 
each  other.  Attila  and  Hyder  AUy  are  at  least  as  innocent  as  Julius 
CsBsar  and  Lord  Glive. 

Our  fleet  is  gone  to  rescue  Gibraltar.  The  French  fleet  has  not 
yet  moved ;  but  the  next  month  will  probably  be  an  important  one. 
The  negotiations  for  peace  seem  to  have  stopped  in  their  birth,  and 
prdbaUy  will  depend  on  the  events  of  that  month.    The  Dutch 
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reply  to  our  Manifesto  will  not  raise  our  crediti  as  it  gives  ns  Hie  lie 
pretty  flatly  on  our  assertion  of  their  having  attempted  to  make  ns 
no  satisfaction  on  our  complaints  of  the  conduct  of  Amsterdam* 
Methinks  it  were  better  to  be  a  little  accurate,  as  there  are  more 
readers  in  Europe  than  our  country  gentlemen. 

I  am  sorry  when  I  cannot  admire  all  our  proceedings ;  but  poEtics 
will  not  always  stand  the  test  of  cool  survey.  Indeed,  it  is  not  fisiir 
to  decide  on  parts,  especially  in  the  heat  of  events.  The  wisdom  of 
meajsures  must  depend  on  the  prudence,  goodness,  and  object  of  the 
system,  together  with  a  just  calculation  of  the  probability  of  events, 
and  a  comparison  of  the  value  of  the  advantage  of  success  with  the 
danger  and  detriment  of  miscarriage.  I  am  far  from  aUowing  that 
even  wise  measures,  with  all  the  profit  of  success,  are  good ;  for  then 
fortunate  conquerors  would  be  excusable,  which  I  shall  never  think : 
but  I  doubt  we  are  not  likely  to  have  that  dazzling  consolation ;  nor 
have  I  knowledge  or  penetration  enough  to  discover  the  beauty  of 
the  system  that  threw  us  into  the  American  war,  and  still  prcxfers 
war  with  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  to  the  confession  of  our 
mistake.    Adieu !  my  dear  Sir. 

P.S.  I  am  impatient  for  the  *  History  of  the  Medici.' 


2020.    TO  THB  BEY.  WILUAM  MA809. 

March  80, 1781. 

You  flatten  our  correspondence  so  much  by  never  answering  my 
letters,  that  I  have  not  spirit  to  keep  it  up :  it  would  look  as  if  I 
delighted  in  writing.  Tou  have  not  even  told  me  that  you  received 
the  MS.  of  '  Ghray's  Life  [by  Johnson]  ;'  surely  that  did  not  leave 
you  totally  without  matter  for  a  line !  The  country  I  allow  does  not 
furnish  topics  like  the  capital,  and  yet  unless  I  wrote  of  Yestris  and 
the  folliea  of  fashion,  what  else  makes  sensation  here  ?  The  departure 
of  the  fleet  that  leaves  us  as  exposed  as  we  were  before  the  conquest 
to  Danes  and  Saxons,  makes  none :  a  much  more  distant  revolutian 
than  might  happen  here  does  make  impression,  or  I  should  still 
not  write.  Adieu,  the  golden  sands  of  the  Ganges  (all  the  waters  of 
which  would  not  wash  away  our  corruptions)  I  adieu  the  diamonds 
of  Bengal  I  Rnmbold  is  the  last  waiter  at  '  White's '  whose  babe 
will  be  rooked  in  a  cradle  of  gems ;  and  Sykes  the  last  footman 
who  will  be  created  a  baronet  for  being  worth  some  lacs  of  rupees  I 
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The  Nabob  of  Aroot  will  have  no  more  Memben  of  Parliament  for 
retainerSy  Lord  Sandwich  will  carry  no  more  gold  mnslina  cross  the 
Park,  and  should  Lord  North  want  another  loan  of  twelve  millions 
to  enrich  Mr.  Drammond  and  his  clerks  and  livery  serrants,  he  mnst 
not  reckon  on  the  Lidian  Company.  Hyder  Ali  has  dispersed  all 
our  visions  of  endless  wealth ;  Ix)rd  GUve  nsurped.  Lord  Pigot  died; 
and  Paul  Benfield  has  been  a  rascal,  and  has  returned  under  the 
sanction  of  Parliament  and  of  his  Gh*aoe  of  York  to  be  one  again 
in  vain!  yes,  India  and  America  are  alike  escaping  out  of  the 
talons  of  the  Scotch.  Cargoes  of  bad  news  arrived  on  Tuesday  fix>m 
East  and  West  Tarleton  is  beaten,  and  the  twenty  thousand 
pounds  that  purchased  Arnold's  treachery  are  likely  to  have  been 
bestowed  to  no  purpose.  Another  disgrace  is  that  the  Dutch 
manifesto  convicts  us  of  a  notorious  and  gross  lie,  that  of  affirming 
fliat  they  refbsed  an  answer  to  our  complaint  of  Yan  Berchel ;  that 
lie  we  endeavoured  to  support  by  hinting  to  the  Amsterdammers  in 
all  the  Court  newspapers,  that  they  would  do  weff  to  tear  him  and 
the  magistrates  piecemeal 

Having  passed  the  bounds  of  all  shame,  we  have  returned  the 
forbearance  of  the  French  at  the  Ghrenades  to  our  proprietors,  by 
tlie  contrary  practice  at  St  Eustatia;  Lord  Gteorge  Gtermaine, 
however,  out  of  modesty  or  pride  has  refused  to  avow  this  scandalous 
proceeding  under  his  hand,  in  his  answer  to  our  merchants,  who 
have  remonstrated  against  it 

Your  doth,  who  will  not  be  behindhand  in  any  effirontery,  take 
occasion  to  distinguish  their  seaL  Bishop  Proteus  of  Chester  affirms 
the  Soman  Catholics  decrease — an  excellent  reason  for  flinging 
indulgences  at  their  heads,  to  invite  them  back.  Dr.  Bagot  has 
puUidied  the  silliest,  emptiest,  of  all  pretty  pamphlets  against  a 
Dr.  Bell,  who  has  written  on  the  Sacrament,  and  the  whole  purpose 
of  the  former  is  to  have  an  opportunity  of  calling  Bishop  Hoadley, 
Socinian.  I  am  fjiad  the  monk  Bagot  and  the  atheist  Hume  meet 
oordially  in  abuse  on  the  excellent  Bishop.  Tucker  has  published 
his  attack  on  Locke.  Li  short,  we  shall  not  stop  till  all  i^rtue  and 
all  sense,  as  well  as  all  Europe,  are  our  enemies ;  I  am  sick  of 
writing  on  such  themesy  and  since  you  do  not  answer  me,  this  letter 
is  kmg  enough. 
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S821.    TO  THS  RJSV.  WILLUIC  MA80K. 

Strawberry  ffiU,  Sunday  nighi,  AprU  \,  1781. 

YouB  letter  and  mine  crossed  each  other.  Ab  you  have  made 
amende  honorabh  fbr  your  indolence,  it  is  but  equitable  on  my  side 
to  absolve  you.  Nay,  you  merit  more  by  the  promise  you  make 
me,  and  like  a  fond  mother  that  taps  a  favourite,  I  am  ready  to 
shower  sugar-plums  on  you  to  cure  the  slap  that  did  not  hurt  you. 
Seriously^  the  Mock  Heroic  would  be  the  highest  completion  of  my 
wishes ;  it  is  what  I  have  always  recommended  to  you,  not  only  as 
best  suited  to  your  genius,  but  as  uniting  those  two  distant  talents, 
both  which  you  eminently  possess, — harmonious  poetry  and  wit. 
Pray  let  Dr.  Johnson  feel  that  a  '  Dispensary  *  can  make  itself  be 
read,  and  I  will  answer  that  it  will  continue  to  be  so.  The  quarrel 
with  Ashtaroth  [Mrs.  Montague],  I  beUeve,  has  gone  no  farther, 
and  will  not  furnish  above  an  episode;  but  I  have  sent  you  materials 
enough,  I  am.  mire,  of  late,  to  stock  you  with  congenial  topics,  unless 
a  system  to  recall  the  monkish  ages  can  £eu1  being  a  magazine.  In 
the  mean  time  your  '  Garden '  shall  be  welcome,  though,  like  his 
Majesty's  herb-woman,  I  hope  it  will  only  strew  flowers  before  the 
grand  procession. 

If  you  will  not  read  the  Constantinopolitan  Historian  [Qibbon], 
you  will  at  least  not  disdain  to  turn  to  a  particular  passage  or  two : 
look  at  page  46  of  vol.  ii.  on  the  reduction  of  the  l^ons,  beginning 
at  the  words,  "  The  same  timid  poUcy**  Lord  John  says,  he  is 
persuaded  that  Qibbon  had  thrown  in  that  and  such  sentences  and 
sentiments  when  he  was  paying  court  to  Charles  Fox,  and  foigot  to 
eoiiect  them  after  his  change. 

You  are  very  good  in  condescending  to  make  an  apology  for 
mentioning  your  Deputies.  It  would  become  me  rather  to  ask  your 
pardon  for  differing  with  you  on  any  part  of  that  businesB.  My 
difoordanoe  was  founded  on  the  unhappy  knowledge  I  have  of  my 
oountrymen,  who^  I  was  sure,  as  it  proved,  would  be  glad  to  seize 
jny  opportunity  of  division  to  withdraw  from  flieir  engagements. 
Mr.  W.[yvill]'s  success  had  inspired  him  with  too  much  oonfidanee. 
Whoever  will  govern  must  submit  to  be  governed — ^I  mean  that 
one  must  yidd  in  many  points  to  carry  the  principaL  But  I  will 
say  no  more  on  that  head,  since  the  moment  has  been  lost ;  yet  I 
do  not  envy  those  who  are  delivered  from  domestic  alarms.    The 
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oomplaiBanoe  of  the  Parliament  doee  but  insnre  ruin ;  erery  vote 
that  is  carried  plunges  ns  deeper,  and  had  the  American  or  Spanish 
or  Dutch  war  been  resisted,  it  had  been  happy  for  Bngland.  False- 
hood demanded  eveiy  vote,  and  gold  procured  every  one.  The 
mines  will  faSl,  and  then  truth  will  emerge,  though  much  too  late. 
As  to  Mr.  GKlpin,  Lord  Haroourf  s  plan  and  mine  was  that  he 
should  execute  the  prints  himself,  whidi  we  thought  would  be  easy, 
if  he  could  learn  the  Aquatinta,  which  seems  an  easy  and  expeditious 
method,  for  one  that  can  draw  so  welL  As  to  encouragement,  we 
do  not  flatter  ourselres  that  we  haye  interest,  and  I  am  sure  there 
is  no  advising  anybody  to  risk  expense  at  present;  extravagance 
itself  begins  to  calculate. 

As  this  is  only  a  Postscript  to  my  last,  it  is  long  enough.  I  shall 
carry  it  to  town  to-morrow,  and  add  anything  that  I  hear  before 
Tuesday  evening.  Last  nighf  s  Gkizette  has  endeavoured  to  wipe 
out  Tarleton's  defeat  by  some  meagre  advantages  since,  and  the 
beUs  here  have  rung  for  them,  for  all  chimes  are  retained  in  the  pay 
of  the  Gbvemment,  and  perhaps  the  insurrection  at  Amsterdam  went 
into  the  tune,  though  I  know  that  even  the  great  Sir  Joseph  Yorke, 
as  the  newspapers  call  him,  did  not  believe  it  on  Friday  night,  and 
there  is  no  mail  come  since. 

Tueiday  evening, 

I  may  seal  my  letter,  for  I  have  nothing  to  add. 


2022.    TO  THS  REV.  WIIJilAM  COLS. 

April  S,  1781. 

I  AM  very  sorry,  dear  Sir,  that,  in  my  last  letter  but  one,  I  took 
no  notice  of  what  you  said  about  Lord  Hardwicke ;  *  the  truth  was,  I 
am  perfectly  indifferent  about  what  he  prints  or  publishes.  There  is 
generally  a  little  indirect  malice,  but  so  much  more  dullness,  that 
the  latter  soon  suffocates  the  former.  This  is  telling  you  that  I  could 
not  be  o£G3nded  at  anything  you  said  of  him,  nor  am  I  likely  to  sus- 
pect a  sincere  friend  ot  disobliging  me.  Tou  have  proved  the  direct 
contrary  these  forty  years.  I  have  not  time  to  say  more,  but  am 
ever  most  truly  yours. 

^  '^  I  vrole  last  iPtek,  and  I  repM*  itr^I  4oa1  naA  to  knmr  your  opInloB  or 
•eniimento  about  the  *  Walpoliana,'  or '  Anoodotoo  about  joor  Falhor/  whioh,  if  not 
shown  to  yon  before  publication,  I  most  think  it  one  of  the  greatest  pieces  of  ill- 
manners  I  eror  heard  of."    Cole  io  WalpoU,  7  Mturch,  17S1.    (if i$.)-—OoiiiiiiiouA]f. 
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loss.   TO  THS  BIT.  WILLIAK  KASON. 

Bbiwibmiy  ffUi,  April  U,  ITSl. 

As  all  OTir  politics  are  at  sea,  I  have  none  to  send  you,  for  flie 
only  land-topio  of  that  dass  I  am  in  the  dark  about,  I  mean  the 
Chancellor's  mumbling  of  Lord  Sandwich  and  Lord  Bathurst;  for 
though  tithes  were  the  occasion,  they  certainly  were  not  the  cause : 
some  quarrel  there  is  supposed  to  be  in  the  Cabinet,  I  know  not 
what  nor  care. 

Tour  Primate  [Markham]  on  Sunday  was  se^nnight,  preached  a 
sermon  at  the  Boyid  Chapel,  that  sounded  as  sour,  and  probably  had 
much  the  same  foundation  as  the  Chancellor's  disconteni  The 
shaft  seemed  to  be  aimed  at  his  quondam  pupil,  as  it  reproved 
unbounded  indulgence  of  the  passions,  and  satirised  the  ambition  of 
being  an  expert  charioteer;  then  daring  higher,  his  Grace  condemned 
the  waste  of  the  lives  of  subjects  from  the  obstinate  pursuit  of  empiy 
titles  of  sovereignty.    Diable,  ou  en  sommes  nous  f 

Dean  Milles  is  going  to  revive  'Bowley,'  yet  so  as  by  laudanum. 
Mr.  Bryant,  too,  is  a  convert :  I  asked  him  t'other  night  at  Lord 
Dacre's  if  he  could  seriously  believe  that  Rowley  was  the  author  of 
what  Chatterton  ascribed  to  him.  He  said, ''  Oh,  no,  he  was  per- 
suaded those  poems  were  much  okkr  than  Bowley."  I  smiled,  and 
begged  he  would  not  take  it  ill,  if  I  told  him  what  happ^ied  to  me 
a  few  years  ago :  Governor  Pownall  had  tired  me  to  death  with 
reading  a  dissertation  on  the  ruins  of  a  building  in  Ireland,  which 
he  maintained  were  the  remains  of  a  temple  built  by  the  Danes  on 
the  foundation  of  a  much  older  edifice  raised  by  some  nation  who 
fived  so  long  ago  that  nobody  knows  who  iliey  were, — I  did  not  dare 
to  add,  that  I  suppose  they  were  the  Ammonians. 

Sir  Joshua  Beynolds  has  lent  me  Dr.  Johnson's  '  Life  of  Pope»' 
which  Sir  Joshua  holds  to  be  a  ehtf'4'cmvre.  It  is  a  most  trumpery 
performance,  and  stuffed  with  all  his  crabbed  phrases  and  vulgarisms^ 
and  much  trash  as  anecdotes ;  you  shall  judge  yourself.  He  sajrs, 
tiiat  all  he  can  discover  of  Pope's  oorrespondenty  Mr.  Cromwell,  is 
that  he  used  to  hunt  in  a  tie-wig.  The  '  Elegy  on  the  Unfortunate 
Lady,'  he  says,  **  signifies  ilie  amorous  fury  of  a  raving  girl ;"  and 
yet  he  admires  the  subject  of  Eloisa's  Epistle  to  Abelard.  The 
machinery  in  '  The  Bape  of  Lock,'  he  calls  ''  combinations  of  skilful 
genius  with  happy  casoality,"  in  English  I  guess  a  *'li:|oky  thought:' 
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pablishing  proposals  Is  turned  into  ^'emitting'*  them.  But  the 
66ih  page  is  still  more  onrious :  it  contains  a  philosophic  solution  of 
Pope's  not  transcribing  the  whole  '  Hiad'  as  soon  as  he  thought  he 
should,  and  it  oondudes  with  this  piece  of  bombast  nonsense,  **  he 
that  runs  against  time  has  an  antagonist  not  subject  to  casualties/' 
Pope's  house  here  he  calls  "  the  house  to  which  his  residence  after- 
wards procured  so  much  celebration,''  and  that  '*  his  yanity  produced 
a  grotto  where  necessity  enforced  a  passage ;"  and  that,  **  of  his 
intellectual  character,  the  constituent  and  fundamental  principle  was 
good  sense,  a  prompt  and  intuitiTe  perception  of  consonance  and 
propriety."  Was  poor  good  sense  ever  so  unmercifully  oyerlaid  by 
a  babbling  old  woman  P  How  was  it  possible  to  marshal  words  so 
ridiculously  P  He  seems  to  have  read  the  ancients  with  no  view 
but  of  pilfering  polysyllables,  utterly  insensible  to  the  graces  of  their 
simplicity,  and  these  are  called  standards  of  biography  t  I  forgot^ 
he  calls  Lord  Herrey's  challenging  Pulteney,  ''  smnmoning  him  to  a 
dueL"  Hurlothrumbo  talked  plain  English  in  comparison  of  this 
wight  on  stilts,  but  I  doubt  I  have  wearied  you,«*send  me  something 
to  put  my  mouth  in  taste.* 


>  so  IHI  B0&  ■01401  WAUOia 

Ati4m,  Apra  81, 1781. 

As  I  haTO  been  reading  Mr.  Gibbon  I  im  rather  soepiica],  and  $b  I  hare  been 
weding  alao  Dr.  Tneker,  I  am  tomewbai  of  a  blackgoard :  I  therefore  diBtmst  yovr 
aaeedote  aboni  my  dioceian  [Markbam].  I  will  not,  howeTor,  call  yon  a  lank  fibber, 
as  the  last-menUooed  writer  calls  people  rank  repablicane;  bnt  lUll  I  mnet  laj  I 
diatmsi  yoor  Tendty  on  this  point,  bnt  not  from  an  internal  bnt  external  cause; 
becenae  I  cannot  conceiTO  how  he  could  preach  on  the  Sunday  you  mention,  as  I  am 
•Bough  Toraed  in  the  etiquette  of  Lent  preachments  to  know  his  turn  did  not  come 
till  either  Good  Friday  or  Ksster  Sunday.  Pray  dear  up  thii  matter  if  possible,  for  I 
would  lain  hare  this  anecdote  uncontroyertibly  true,  and  should  be  glad  too  of  more 
particularB.  This  said  diocesan  has  issued  out  his  mandate  concerning  a  Tisitation  in 
June,  which  will  tie  me  down  to  my  parish  till  it  be  over. 

As  I  hsTO  in  my  time  kept  worse  company  than  you  erer  did,  and  am  more  used 
lo  Tulgarity,  I  hare  been  able  to  read  great  part  of  the  Dean  of  Gloucester's  long- 
e^Mcied  attack  on  Locke,  but  I  am  sure  you  will  not  be  able  to  read  a  single  page 
of  it> — ^you  could  as  soon  drink  gin  with  a  Wapping  landlady.  I  wish,  howerer,  I 
could  prevail  on  you  to  read  the  last  paragraph  which  sums  up  his  whole  doctrine, 
and  which  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  that  of  his  worthy  brother  in  the  old  song 
of  tbe  Yicar  of  Bnj,— 

That  this  is  Uw  I  will  maintain 

Unto  my  dying  day,  Sir, 
That  whalaoerer  King  shaU  reign 
111  be  the  Vicar  of  Bray,  Sir. 

Aa  this  is  the  most  commodious  doctrine  which  ever  was  InTonted  for  ehnrcfamen, 
BO  wonder  that  the  reTcrend  bench  reyised  it  so  cordially,  and  spoke  so  handsome^ 
of  it  when  it  was  handed  to  thdr  inspection  in  an  nnpabUshed  state. 
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SOai.    TO  JOHN  HBNDSBSON,  B3Q.* 

Berhdey  Square,  AprU  16, 178L 

Ever  sinoe  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here,  I  have  been 
uneasy  at  what  you  told  me,  of  haying  seen  an  extract  of  my 
Tragedy'  in  a  work  going  to  be  published.  Though  I  was  so 
imprudent  as  to  print  and  give  away  some  copies  of  it ;  and,  conse- 
quently, exposed  myself  to  the  risk  of  what  is  happening,  yet  I 
heartily  wish  I  could  prevent  that  publication,  as  it  will  occasion 
discourse  about  the  play,  which  is  disgusting  from  the  subject,  and 
absurd  from  being  totally  unfit  for  the  stage — a  reason  which,  could  I 
have  succeeded  better,  ought  still  to  have  restrained  me  from  under* 
taking  it 

Hay  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  you,  if  you  think  it  could  be 
stoppedP  I  should  be  willing  to  pay  for  my  folly :  do  not  i^iswer 
me  by  a  compUment,  nor  tell  me,  as  dvility  may  perhaps  dictate, 
that  it  would  be  pity  to  deprive  the  public  of  such  a,  Jewel.  Pray  do 
not  think  that  I  seek  for,  or  should  like,  such  an  hyperbole.    I  use 

I  thank  you  for  yoor  Uti  &ntfo  of  Dnmofoiigoa  Jaigon.^  How  eta  poor  Sir 
Joslm  be  such  aa  oaf  to  admire  each  a  writer,  when  his  owa  ityle  la  ao  free  from 
thoae  blemiahea  1  I  shrewdly  suspect  he  wiU  show  Johnson  my  translation,  and  thai 
as  he  wiU  certainly  abase  it,  Sir  Joshua  wiU  lay  aside  the  thought  of  annotations.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  I  will  gire  him  fidr  time  for  the  pnrpose,  as  I  am  in  no  haste  aboai 
publishing  it. 

Pray  does  Raspe's  book  proceed  towards  a  publication  t  I  wish  much  to  see  it. 
Ton  find  I  am  reduced  to  asking  of  questions,  and  how  should  it  be  otherwise,  when 
I  hare  aothing  for  you  of  information  1  Was  I  to  tell  you  that  I  drink  Hyder  Ally's 
health  ereiy  day  in  a  glass  of  port,  perhaps  it  might  prompt  you  to  pledge  me  ia 
your  glass  of  orange  Juice ;  pray  do  so.  I  am  sorry,  howerer,  that  the  news  of  his 
Tictories  oome  so  rapidly.  I  iriih  we  might  hear  no  more  of  him  till  Lord  North  has 
unchartered  the  East  India  Company,  and  then  the  more  the  merrier.  I  remember 
ftvt  years  ago,  that  mad  woman  who  works  in  wax  told  me,  when  I  went  to  her  raree 
show,  **  that  if  there  was  a  God  and  a  providence,  which  she  firmly  belicTed  there  was, 
and  hoped  (as  I  seem'd  to  be  a  parson)  that  I  belieyed  the  same,  that  the  Americana 
would  nerer  be  conquered ;  **  so  I  am  inclined  to  rest  my  friend  Hyder  Ally's  sucoesa 
on  the  same  foundation.  I  shall  hope,  baring  spun  out  this  scrawl  to  a  competent 
length,  you  will  continue  your  wonted  kindness  to  me,  and  giro  me  something  for  my 
aothing.    In  this  hope  I  remain 

Tears  Teiy  truly, 

W.  Miaoa. 

^  Now  first  pabliah^     Wai^^'i   eoneq^adeat  ia  the   edebrated   actor. — 
CvvmaQBAM. 
'  '  The  Mysterious  Mother.' — CwmMQHAK. 


'  Extracts  ftma  Johasoa's  Life  of  Pope.— Cuaii««BAM. 


rni.]  10  fBB  Wmf.  MM.  KMEtOL  tt 

fta  %ord  ^md  moit  SMuoally^  alnd  A)  ndi  laagiiid  fliat  a  pebbln 
in&agieatihwihiaiig^tli6wk)fe€onhaT6mui^  There  ii 

Ho  afEeetatica  ill  fltiB  refoesi  Ifaave  betrayed  bat  too  mnob  vBiiitif 
in  inrmtiiig  what  I  knew  hmi  ewdi  topital  &ultB;  bot  I  aim  too  old 
now  not  to  faar  disgHfitiiig  the  p^blio  moi^  thaii  I  can  flatter  myidf 
with  its  approbatiotL  Tet  the  impMsien  of  only  a  nnall  number  of 
eopiee  at  fitet,  will  prove  that,  when  seyeral  yealn  younger,  I  wat 
oonacioiis  of  the  impe^fiBotioDs  q{  my  tragedy,  and  gave  tiiem  only  to 
fliose  who  I  knew  were  partial  to  me.  There  are  many  defects  in 
file  execution  as  well  as  in  &e  subjeot;  bui  when  the  materials 
are  ill-chosen^  what  Would  it  avail  to  retouch  thd  fashion  ?  Nor 
though  I  have  sometimes  written  verses,  did  I  ever  think  that  I  was 
bora,  a  poet. 

In  short,  Sir,  I  most  sincerely  iridi  to  have  the  publicatbn  of  any 
part  of  the  pky  prevented,  and  you  will  oblige  me  exceedingly  if  you 
can  assist  me.  Perhaps  it  is  asking  too  great  a  favour,  whcAi  I  b^ 
you  to  take  that  trouble ;  if  it  is,  only  let  me  know  the  editor,'  and 
I  will  undertake  the  task  myselfl 

I  ain,  Sir,  with  great  regard, 

Tour  obedient  humbb  servant^ 

Hoa.  Waupoub. 


202&    TO  THS  REV.  WILLIAM  MASOK. 

Bkmatn^  HiB^  April  U,VrBL 

Thot^oh  the  Ufit  of  Lent  Ih:eacher8  may  contradict  me  ever  so 
flatly,  the  fact  was  not  a  jot  less  true.  I  heard  it  three  hours  after 
the  delivery  of  the  sermon,  from  one  that  was  present  and  several 
times  since.   Kay,  it  gave  so  much  oflTenoe  to  the  charioteer  (who  was 

also,  nobody  knows  why,  called  a  gladiator)  that  he  swore,  ^*  D ix 

the  scoundrel,  I  will  never  forgive  him  I  **  The  insult  surprised  even 
in  London,  hardened  as  we  are  to  inconsistency.  I  know  no  more 
about  it ;  but  that  the  sermon  was  understood  as  a  satire,  there  is  no 
doubt,  nor  that  it  was  so  taken  by  the  object  of  it.  That  the  intention 
may  be  denied  is  very  likely,  for  what  ^rill  iidt  a  Bishop  say  or 
unsay  P  For  Instance,  my  Lord  of  Oxford  [Butleif]  dining  lately  at 
Lambeth,  dedisdmed  against  Br.  BeQ  for  Supporting  Hoadley's 

*  Of  the  BiognQ)hia  Diuiiftiica.    8  roll.  Std.,  irsi.-^OnnmraHAic. 
s  John  Butler,  Biehop  of  Oxford,  1777-8S,  uid  BUhop  of  HerafiKd  from  17S8  till  hU 
death  in  1802.— €nnmr«BAic. 


10  HOEACl  WALFOISS  UfflML  pm. 

doctrine  on  ihe  Baoraineni  AnoAer  dhrme  time  prosoni  iold  me^ 
ttiathe  actoaUy  has  in  print  an  anonymoas  pamphlet  written  fi^^ 
by  Butler  Mmm^  against  Warbarfam  for  eenanring  Hbadley  on  that 
oocasion,  but  is  there  a  yard  of  lawn  in  Eng^d  more  dixty  than 
Butler's  P  If  I  meet  with  Tucker's  book,  I  will,  to  oblige  you,  read 
the  last  sentenoe^  but  I  certainly  will  not  buy  it,  nor  will  pay  for 
following  their  dergy  through  every  kenneL  In  truth  I  hliye  a 
mind  to  save  my  money  and  my  eyes,  and  read  no  more. 

We  are  in  a  state  of  reprobatLon,  and  have  no  more  sense  left 
than  principles.  It  is  but  just  now  tiiat  I  have  waded  flunough 
three  thousand  lines  of  a  poem  called  'Burlesque/  which  diverted 
me  as  muoh  as  a  dose  of  diaoodium  would  do;  in  short,  I  will 
swear,  as  good  Boyalists  did  in  the  civil  war,  to  let  my  beard 
grow  till  you  write.  I  had  ratiier  play  at  push-pin  thui  read, 
only  to  unlearn  all  my  ideas,  and  be  told  that  King  William 
and  Marlborough  were  no  heroes,  Russell  and  Sydney  no  patriotSy 
Locke  and  Hoadley  no  reasoners,  Milton,  Prior,  Gbrtfa,  and  Gray 
no  poets;  whioh  leaves  vacancies  for  Lord  Mansfield  and  Lord 
Oeorge  Gtermaine  to  slip  into  the  seats  of  courage,  Wedderbum 
and  Hillsborongh  into  those  of  patriotism,  D.  Hume  and  Johnson 
into  those  of  solid  argument^  and  all  the  bellmen  of  Oxford  into 
those  of  poetry.  As  to  Lord  Ghatham,  the  victories,  oonquests, 
extension  of  our  empire  within  these  last  five  years,  will  annihilate 
his  &me  of  course,  and  he  may  be  replaced  by  Starvation  Dundas, ' 
whose  pious  policy  suggested  that  the  devil  of  rebeUian  amid  be 
expelled  only  by  fMing^  though  that  never  drove  him  out  of  Scot- 
land. Unfortunately,  Br.  Franklin  was  a  truer  politician,  when  he 
said  he  would  fumifih  Mr.  GKbbon  with  materials  for  writing  the 
'  History  of  the  Bedine  of  the  British  Empire,'  but  I  doubt  he  will 
not  pen  the  diaracter  of  Hyder  Alii  with  so  much  complacenqy  as  that 
of  Attila. 

I  have  no  news  for  you,  as  you  may  perceive  by  my  rehashing 
these  old  grievances,  but  when  chaos  is  come  again,  what  would 
signify  a  courier  fix>m  Paradise  P  It  adds  to  my  vexation  that  you 
cannot  or  will  not  come.  Well,  I  will  forget  all  the  world,  and 
though  I  will  leam  no  creed  or  jargon  of  tiie  day,  I  will  find  out 
some  pastime  that  shall  not  have  a  grain  of  sense  in  it,  and  yet 

*  AarwrfJMi  WM  aa  eplthal  appl&ad  to  Mr.  Dnndas,  tlie  word  botng,  for  tlio  SnI 
tlme^  introdooed  into  fnx  langnage  by  Um,  in  a  fpeeeh,  in  177S,  in  an  Amoiioaa 
iobate,  and  thonoeforwird  became  a  nickname ;  lee  p.  810 :  **  I  shall  not  wait  for  tht 
adToal  of  f/UmvaHUm  ftom  Idinbusli,  to  aottle  my  Jadgment**'— Minoao. 


IML]  fO  ant  BOOUODI  MAHF. 

limT8  much  more  mftuning  than  aiqrfldig  in  fitfhioDt  mUdi  irifl 
be  no  diffieolt  taaL 

Baspe's  bode  is  finished,  and  will  be  puUiahed  next  week.  I 
do  not  ask  fcr  a  letter,  but  a  line  to  dueet  me  how  to  send  it 
to  yon. 

A  few  werds  more,  and  I  haye  done  fixr  the  present  I  shall  be 
diagrined  to  the  last  degree  if  I  do  not  see  yon  here  this  sommery  as 
yon  promised.  I  hliYe  many  things  to  say  to  yon  tiiat  I  cannot 
wxitoy  and  I  do  not  like  to  dday .  I  am  grown  lamentably  old ;  and 
though  my  health  is  mnoh  better  &an  last  year,  the  mental  part  is 
&r  from  being  in  the  same  order.  I  pereeive  decays  in  it  every  day, 
■End  I  dread  their  increasing  till  I  do  not  perceive  them.  This  makes 
me  withdraw  a  good  deal  from  the  world,  and  without  any  struggle; 
but  I  conld  wish  to  see  move  of  the  few  friends  I  have  left,  and  con- 
eeqnently  the  one  I  most  admire.  It  is  a  sad  invitation  to  tell  you 
tiEiat  I  totter,  but  I  am  petitioning  your  heart,  and  not  your  fimcj, 
and  know  I  apply  to  the  right  office.  Oh !  but  thereis  or  may  be  an 
obstacle  that  I  do  fear :  Lord  Haroourt  is  to  go  to  Harrowgate,  and 
tiiat  journey  may  detain  you  in  the  north  I  Well  I  jdeasures  are 
not  the  portion  dl  age  I  I  love  you  both  too  well  to  widi  to  separate 
you ;  and  I  will  be  content  with  your  mutual  satisfieustion  if  it  clashes 
"With  mine* 

Thundaiif,2(Uh, 

I  have  found  a  parcel  of  Baspe's  books  on  my  table;  you  shall 
have  one  the  moment  you  draw  for  ii 

There  is  nothing  new,  for  I  do  not  reckon  the  rhodomontades  of 
the  'Ghujsette'  on  Bodney  and  Arbuthnot  novelties:  they  have  not 
even  raised  the  Stocks  a  fraction. 


2028.    TO  Sm  HOBAOI  MAKK. 

BerMy  Sgiuare,  April  27, 1781. 

PxBHAPs  you  may  think  I  have  Ctdlen  into  a  lethargy ;  but  it  is 
only  the  war  that  is  so.  At  leasts  though  the  ocean  is  covered  with 
navies,  they  do  nothing  but  walk  about  in  their  sleep, — ^unless  you 
know  to  the  contrary ;  for  you  are  nearer  to  the  scene  of  action,  if 
there  is  any,  than  we  are.  The  Spanish  fleet  is  said  to  be  retired  to 
Cadiz,  and  to  have  civilly  left  the  path  to  Gfibraltar  open,  which 
would  be  very  civiL  In  short,  I  can  tell  you  nothing  but  hearsay, 
or  what  people  say  without  having  heard.    It  is  a  month  since  I 


tt  HOB401  W AUraun  LlTfftBB.  [}XU 

^vvote  to  youi  wd  y«ft  nMlMg  kas  happened  Imt  asn  Exbnmimurf 
Gazette  or  two,  wldoh  bragSy  like  a  bridegroom  «t  ihreeBeoie»  nt 
liaviiig  Ibrooi  two  littte  fcrtroawi  that  begged  to  be  rayiibed,  and  of 
JLilmthjiot  having  balked  an  inferior  squadron.  Metkinka  im 
Western  Powers  should  make  peace,  and  not  expose  oursehea  to 
the  TandaLs  of  the  Norik,  who  overran  kingdmna  in  fewer  weeks 
liian  it  eosts  ua  yeai»  to  take  an  isbnd  no  bigger  than  kalf-a* 
crown. 

The  Pariiament  has  qmbe  laft  off  bnsineeSy  though  it  baa  not  shut 
npshop.    Liflkorti  I  hope  yoor  nephew  writea  to  yon,  for  I  earn  find 
nothing  to  sajr ;  and  where  he  does,  is  past  my  oomprehension.    If 
I  trusted  to  my  imagination,  I  should  not  wonder  at  its  being  worn 
;oat ;  bnt»  as  I  have  always  piqned  myaelf  iqpon  telling  nofiiing  bat 
feots  <kat  at  least  I  bdievo  true,  my  eyes  and  earn  are  not  gone; 
^md,  if  tibere  vras  an  event  no  bigger  than  a  grain  of  mfliet,  I  ooold 
•easily  know  it;  ftir  those  drag-netBy  our  newspapeiSy  let  nothing 
escape  them,  firom  whales  to  tha  most  insignifioant  fry.    But  fimr 
days  ago,  ^  Hie  PaUie  Adviertiaer '  infonned  ihe  town  ikat  I  have  a 
field  that  wants  draining  at  Strawberry  Hill»  which  ne  devbt  is  very 
important   intelligenael      Antiqwaries  nsed  to  be  ffidioiil0iii  £ir 
recovering  tarifles  from  the  havoo  of  time :  now  we  have  daily  writen 
that  sift  the  kennels,  and  saye  every  straw  that  would  be  swallowed 
in  the  common  sewer.    Then  think  what  thousands  of  loiterers  we 
must  have,  who  can  tmy  and  read  such  rubbish,  in  the  midst  of  a 
civil  war,  and  wars  with  the  -gretA  nations  I    How  contemptible  we 
are  !  and,  to  our  shame,  these  journals  of  our  trifling  are  circulated 
all  oyer  Europe !    Don't  you  Uudi  when  you  read  them  P    And  do 
you  wonder  that  I  hare  nothing  to  say  P    I  haye  always  reckoned 
my  own  letters  very  trifling  and  superficial ;  but  two  misses  that 
correspond  would  be  ashamed  of  communicating  such  fix)lish  para- 
graphs as  compose  the  daily  keture^  of  the  metropolis :  and  yet  it  ia 
well  when  they  are  only  foolish — ^more  commonly  they  are  brutal  or 
scandalous. 

Weill  I  have  been  writing  about  nothing,  and  may  as  well  finish. 
Yon  see  my  silanoe  is  owing  to  no  want  of  good  wilL 


imi  TO  THE  «BV.  m.  00L& 


i  AM  jiirt  Mfti^  Sby  fitMH  ilie  Bojnl  Aisidmyi  wliel«  X  had  been 
immedkkdy  straeki  as  I  always  am  by  your  wcnfa^  bjr  a  meal 
capital  drawing  of  TMchwiahd  Hill;  but  what  waa  my  mapnae  and 
pleaame — finr  I  fear  the  latter  preceded  my  modeafy— -when  I  foimd 
yoorncte^  and  read  that  aoYClry  fine  a  jMrfbtntanee  was  deetined  for 
liie !  This  is  a  true  pietaue  of  my  emotion%  Sir,  bat  I  hope  you 
witt  bdiflfe  iliat  I  am  not  la*  ttncore  iHieb  I  aamra  yon  that  the 
fint  mmnenf  a  Inflaotitm  told  ioa  how  iafinitelyi  fiiri  yoa  think  of 
overpaying  me  fer  the  poor  though  just  tribute  of  my  praiae  in  a 
triiing  work^'  lAoae  chief  m^iit  ia  its  haying  ayoided  flattery. 
Toor  geninfly  Sir»  caHnoi  wtnt  ikai,  and,  still  less,  my  attestation ; 
bat  when  yoa  eondescead  to  reward  tkiSf  I  doubt  I  shall  be  a  little 
▼ain,  hr  when  I  shall  have  saeh  acertificate  to  produce,  how  will  it 
be  poaable  to  reamm  quite  humbleP  I  must  bc^  youi  Sir,  to  aocept 
my  warmest  and  meat  grateful  tbaub^  which  are  doubled  by  your 
iagenions  delieaoy  ia  deliTeciag  me,  in  this  Tcry  agreeable  manner^ 
from  the  pain  I  &lt  ia  fearing  that  I  had  taikeQ  too  much  liberty 

wifliyaiL 

lam,  fta, 

Hon,  Walfolb. 

am.  TO  THB  nr.  muixu  ooijl 

1 8BAIX  not  ody  be  reac^  to  ahow  Strawberry  ffill,  at  any  time 
ha  choeaes,  to  Br.  Fanner,  aa  your  friend^  but  to  be  honoured  witt 
his  acquaintance,  thou§^  I  am  yery  shy  now  of  contracting  new,  I 
have  great  respect  for  his  ohaiaoter  and  abilities  and  judicious  taata^ 
and  am  very  dear  timt  be  has  ehicidated  fihakupaara^  in  a  moia 
reasonable  md  satis&ctory  manner  than  any  of  hia  afisctad 


>  Kor  Siil  aollsetad.  nmn  Ui«*HMuiMr  CfomtpoodMiot/ Svi^ ISSS^ !>.  S97.-* 
CimnioEAK. 

'  Second  ton  of  the  Ber.  Sir  WUUam  Bonlmiy,  Burt,  of  M Uaoiiiall,  aofbik.  He 
diad  ftt  Kfltwfck,  in  1811,  aged  61.— GfminaoMAic. 

s  *  Aaeodolfli  of  Pointing ;' in  the  AdTcrtitemeni  to  wbieh,  dsled  let  Oei,  ITS^ 
be  bad  called  Kr.  Bnnlmiy  "  the  aecond  Hogarth."— CirmvoBAii. 

^  In  hU  well-known  '  Evay  on  the  Learning  of  Shakapeue.'— WueBV. 

TOL.    Till.  • 


M  HORAOB  WALPOUrS  LBTTBREL  [im. 


tatorsy  wbo  only  oomplimenied  him  with  leanimg  that  he  had  not,  in 
order  to  display  their  own* 

Pray  giro  me  timely  notioe  whenever  I  am  likely  to  see  Dr. 
Fanner,  that  I  may  not  be  out  of  the  way  when  I  oan  haye  an 
opportunity  of  showing  attention  to  a  friend  of  yomrs»  and  pay  a 
small  part  of  yonr  gratataiie  to  him.  There  shall  be  a  bed'i^  his 
servioe ;  for  yon  know  Strawberry  eanmt  be  seen  in  a  moment^  nor 
are  Englishmen  so  KablsBB  to  get  aequainted  in  the  time  they  are 
walking  through  a  house. 

But  now,  my  good  8ir,  how  oonld  yon  snffsr  your  prejndieed 
partiality  to  me  to  ran  away  with  yon  so  eztrayaganflyy  as  to  call 
me  one  of  HiB  greatest  diaracters  of  the  age  ?  Yon  are  too  honest 
to  flatter,  too  mnoh  a  hermit  to  be  interested,  and  I  am  too  power- 
less  and  insignificant  to  be  an  object  of  coort^  were  yon  capable  of 
paying  it  from  merooiary  views.  I  know  then  that  it  conld  proceed 
fit>m  nothing  but  the  warmth  of  your  heart ;  bnt  if  you  are  blind 
towards  me,  I  am  not  so  to  myself.  I  know  not  how  others  feel  on 
such  occasions,  bnt  if  any  one  happens  to  praise  me,  all  my  &ultB 
rush  into  my  &ce,  and  make  me  turn  my  eyes  inward  and  outward 
with  horror.  What  am  I  but «  poor  old  sl^eton  tottering  towards 
the  grave,  and  conscious  of  ten  thousand  weaknesses,  follies,  and 
worse  I  And  for  tidents,  vvhat  are  mine^  but  trifling  and  superficial; 
and,  compared  with  those  of  men  of  real  genius,  most  diminntrre  I 
Mine  a  great  character  I  Mercy  on  me  I  I  am  a  composition  of 
Anthony  Wood  and  Madame  Danois,'  and  I  know  not  what  trumpery 
writers.  This  is  the  least  I  can  say  to  refute  your  panegyric,  which 
I  shall  bum  presently ;  for  I  will  not  have  such  an  encomiastic  letter 
found  in  my  possession,  lest  I  should  seem  to  have  been  pleased 
with  it  I  enjoin  you,  as  a  penance,  not  to  contradict  one  tittle  I 
have  said  here ;  finr  I  am  not  begging  more  compliments,  and  shall 
take  it  seriously  ill  if  you  ever  pay  me  another.  We  have  been 
firiends  above  forty  years;  I  am  satisfied  of  jrour  sincerity  and 
affiBotion;  bnt  does  it  become  U8»  at  past  threescore  each,  to  be 
saying  fine  things  to  one  another  P  Consider  how  soon  we  shall  both 
be  nothing  I 

I  assure  you,  with  great  troth,  I  am  at  this  present  very  sick  of 
my  little  vapour  of  fame.    My  Tragedy  has  wandered  into  Ihehands 

>  MAdame  d'Anlnoy,  the  oontemponury  of  Pernmlt,  And,  like  him,  a  writer  of  hiij 
Mm.  She  waa  the  A«tiiore«  of  *  The  LAdy's  TraTeU  In  Spein,'  And  niAny  other 
workA,  which  hAre  heen  tiAmUied  into  BiigIbh.-*WBiaBT. 


1781.]  TO  THl  BIT.  MIL  M  AflOV.  U 

ar8Qfiii0lMiidittiboobellfln,iiidIa^  £»oed  to  pdbliflli  it  myself  to 
preyent  pinurjr.  All  I  can  do  is  to  oondiwnn  it  m jmI:^  and  that  I 
ahalL  I  am  reading  Mr. Pennant's  new  'Welsh  Tonr;'  he  has 
pleased  me  by  making  Tery  handsome  mention  of  you;  hut  I  will  not 
do  what  I  have  been  Uaming. 

My  poor  dear  Madame  dnDeflhnd's  littledog  [Teuton]  is  arrived. 
She  made  me  promise  to  take  oare  of  it  the  last  time  I  saw  her: 
that  I  will  most  religiously,  and  make  it  as  luqipy  as  is  possible.* 
I  haye  not  mmk  cariosity  to  see  your  Oamfaridge  Baphael,  but  great 
desire  to  see  you,  and  will  oectainly  this  snmmer  aooept  your  invita- 
tion,  which  I  take  much  kinder  ihan  your  greai  eharader,  fliongh 
both  flowed  from  the  same  friendship.  Minefor  you  is  exactly  what 
it  has  been  erer  since  you  knew  (and  tew  men  can  boast  so  uninter- 
nqited  a  friendship  as  yours  and  that  of^) 

H.  W. 


ao».    TO  THl  BIT.  WILLIAM  1IA80V. 

ammbmr^  HO,  Ma^  6, 1781. 

I  have  given  Mr.  Stonhewer  Baspe's  book  fer  yon.  I  suppose  it 
win  set  you  on  inyeniing  twenty  Arts  that  were  known  five  or  six 
hundred  years  ago ;  but  I  do  not  beUeye  you  will  find  a  Oelestinette 
there,  whidi  was  quite  your  own.  lliere  is  a  pictore  at  the 
Exhilntion  in  which  Stubbs  has  invented  enamelling  oQ  paintingSi 
audit  looks  as  if  he  would  suooeed— not  fliat  our  painters  will  adopt 
it.  They  are  as  obstinate  as  mules  or  £Euiners.  Woold  they  deign 
to  employ  the  encaustic  that  Munt  revived  in  this  house  ? 

The  Exhibition  is  much  inferior  to  last  year's ;  nobody  diines 
tiiere  but  Sir  Joshua  and  Ghdnsborough.  The  head  of  the  former^s 
Dido  is  very  fine :  I  do  not  admire  the  rest  of  the  piece.  His  Loid 
Bichard  Oavendish'  is  bold  and  stronger  than  he  ever  coloured* 


1  "  I  oongifttttlata  the  little  ParuiaB  dog,  thai  he  hM  flOkii  into  the  hendi  olPeo 
hamaiKi  %  mutn,  I  have  s  Utile  dog,  fall  m  greet  a  fkTOiirite,  Mid  iiefer  oat  of 
mj  lap :  I  haiwt  tlresdjt  in  eaie  of  an  accident,  iaiiired  it  a  refbge  flrom  itanration 
and  ih-iieage ;  it  is  the  leaet  one  can  do  for  poor  hannlcMs  ihifUeaa,  pampered 
aaimala  that  have  amnied  na,  and  we  have  apoill"  Cole  to  WalpoU,  7  May,  1781. 
(MS.y^-'CmnvMmAM.  A  brother  antiqnarj,  on  reading  thia  pasnge,  ezelaimed, 
*  How  eonld  Mr.  Cole  erer  get  through  the  transcript  of  a  Bldiop*s  Reglttry,  or  a 
Chartnhury,  with  a  Uttle  dog  noTer  out  of  hb  lap !  ** — WaiOHV. 

'  A  hatf-length,  now  at  Defonahire  Hooae,  PieeadUIj.— Cuaaiaeaix. 


The  pjctnra  of  my  three  nieoeB  is  ftharming.  GhdiiBbOTcnigh  kas  twe 
pieces  with  land  and  sea,  to  free  and  natural,  that  one  steps  baok  tatt 
fdar  of  being  splashed.  The  baok  front  of  the  Aoademy  is  haad- 
aome,  bat  like  t^e  oilier  to  the  street,  tiie  members  are  so  heayy, 
that  one  cannot  stand  back  enough  to  see  it  in  any  pl^opcxtioiiy 
moless  in  a  barge  moored  in  the  middle  of  the  Thames. 

Darby  has  rdiered  Gibraltar :  the  ^^aniah  fleet  ran  into  iiielr 
bnrrowsy  as  if  Lord  Ghailiam  were  still  alive.  I  shall  not  be 
surprised  if  the  King  of  %ain  signs  a  separate  peace*  What  can 
France  say  for  abandoning  him  thusP  They  miss  aiioh  gross 
opportunities,  that  I  cannot  but  think  their  Ministers  take  pensiona 
like  our  Members  of  Parliament 

There  are  pubUahed  two  more  volumes  of  Harris  of  SaUsbmy— * 
paltry  things  indeed  I  He  dwells  on  Aristotle's  old  hacked  ruks  for 
the  Drama,  and  the  pedantry  of  a  beginning,  middle,  and  end. 
Harris  was  one  of  those  wiseacres  whom  such  wiseacres  as  himself 
cried  up  for  profound ;  but  he  was  more  like  the  scum  at  the  top  of 
a  welL 

When  I  was  talking  of  the  Academy,  I  should  have  told  you, 
that  Baretti  has  printed  a  Oatalogue  of  its  ornaments  and  plaister 
casts.  He  takes  occasion  to  inveigh  against  Brutus  for  taking  off 
Caasar ;  and  this  Italian  slave  will  be  approved  by  more  ihan 
Gssar. 

Do  you  know  that  I  am  in  great  distress  P  My  *  Mysterious 
Mother'  has  wandered  into  the  hands  of  booksellers,  and  has  been 
advertised  with  my  name  without  my  knowledge.  like  a  legislator 
I  have  held  out  both  rewards  and  punishments  to  prevent  its 
appeaianoe,  but  at  last  have  been  forced  to  advertise  it  myself;  but 
unless  the  furious  edition  appears,  I  shall  keep  it  back  tiU  every* 
body  is  gone  out  of  town,  and  then  it  will  be  forgotten  by  the 
wint^.  I  intend,  too,  to  abuse  it  myself  in  a  short  advertisement 
prefixed.  It  is  hard  that  when  one  submits  to  be  superannuated, 
it  is  not  permitted.  At  first  I  had  a  mind  to  add  your  magio 
alterations,  which  in  the  compass  of  ten  lines  makes  it  excusable ; 
but  then  I  thought  it  would  look  like  wishing  to  have  it  brought  on 
the  stage  as  it  might  be.  If  I  do  publish  it,  I  shall  like  with  your 
leave  to  print  your  alterations  hereafter,  for  I  think  them,  as  I  said, 
performed  by  a  coup  de  baguette^  and  that  nothing  is  a  greater  proof 
of  your  superiority.  Pray  send  me  another  copy,  for  in  moving 
from  Arlington  Street  to  Berkeley  Square  I  mislaid  them,  and 
cannot  find  them  directly,  though  I  saw  them  but  but  year,  and 
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haye  treasured  {hem  up  so  safely,  as  I  did  Gray's  'Oandidate,' 
fliat  I  don't  know  where  they  are.* 


■  fo  taa  «oa.  R«m4<»  walfoul 

AiUm,  ifoy  16, 1781. 

I  BJuaifU)  jovJaii  letter  «i  mj  return  from  York,  wbtre  I  kftd  been  on  a  eon- 
mittae  to  meet  o«r  deleg»teib  It  ii  not  worth  while  to  troable  you  with  Aoythinf 
on  thut  mbject ;  nerertheleit  I  cannot  help  teUfaig  you  that  the  meeting  waa  nnmerona 
and  aeepeelable ;  no  whit  appalled  bj  their  ill  Mcoefla,  and  determined  to  peniat  in 
the  iame  constitntional  efforts    Their  voioe  will  be  heard  one  time  or  other. 

1  am  really  lorry  that  yonr  tvagedy  ia  Ukely  to  be  made  pnblie  In  the  dandeatino 
way  yon  mention.  The  b<K>kieller%  I  believe,  hafe  an  opinion,  that  a  book  onoe  printed, 
and  only  glTon  to  friendi,  ia  in  fiiot  published :  thia,  the  Sootdi  bookseller  Mnrraj 
declared  to  be  law  in  hii  abnslTe  letter  to  i^e ;  and  therefore,  aa  I  beliere  it  ia  now 
loorteen  yean  linee  yon  printed  it,  you  cannot  claim  it  aa  property.  But  bold  t  why 
aay  baliere,  when  1  can  be  sore  by  looking  at  the  title)  Oh !  I  find  yon  printed  it  la 
1768,  ao  the  tenn  ia  not  elapaed,  and  so  my  fine  argument  goea  for  nothing.  Howerer, 
I  return  where  I  eet  out,  to  say  that  I  am  corry ;  becanae  I  really  think  that  on 
aceonnt  of  one  defect  which  might  eaaily  hata  been  rectified,  yon  will  find  it  not  only 
critidaed  bvt  oenanred.  I  dittinguiah  between  theee  two  mattem.  Critlclam,  I 
believe,  you  aa  well  aa  I  can  bear,  with  much  sangJMd,  but  to  be  censured  for  baring 
drawn  human  natuie  worM  than  erer  It  appeared  in  the  worid,  ia  what  I  think  neither 
ef  la  would  bear  with  oomplaoenqr.  And  this  I  fear  will  be  the  case;  for  could  the 
iteiy  in  general  be  proved  true,  the  Inrented  circumstance  which  you  have  Intro- 
daced  to  palliate  Uie  Countess's  guilt  will  make  the  reader  recoil  more  than  even  the 
fiet  iteel£  1  finnkly  own  to  yon  that  It  had  this  effect  upon  me^  and  thecefore  It 
waa  that  I  presumed  many  years  igo  to  send  you  my  sketch  of  aa  alteration.  Ton 
liked  it  at  fint>  and  was  irflerwards  led  to  r^ect  It  by  the  opinion  of  a  Mend,  which 
opinion  was  farmed  on  an  absolute  misconception.  I  own  I  was  sorry  tat  this  at  the 
tfana,  and  I  am  more  sorxy  now,  not  (aa  I  hope  yon  will  do  me  the  Justice  to  beliere) 
tnm  any  predilection  for  the  litUe  I  did,  but  firom  strong  conviction  that  aomething 
ou^t  to  be  done  ia  thia  way  to  fit  It  even  for  the  doeet  I  put  the  stage  totally  out 
ef  tha  question;  for  though  veiy  few  playa,  I  believe,  would  aet  finer,  could  aoton  be 
idand  equal  to  it,  and  if  the  guilt  were  softened,  yet  I  had  not  thia  in  my  consider^ 
ation ;  because  you  had  dedued  to  me  your  resolution  of  never  bringing  it  -on  tha 
atage;  and  thereibn  what  I  did  waa  merely  for  the  sake  of  having  its  great  merit  la 
point  of  contrivance^  ooatnme,  pathoa,  cfaaraeter,  ko,,  thoroughly  allowed  hj  the 
reader,  who  I  waa  afraid  would  find  hia  moral  feelings  revolt,  as  mine  had  done,  tnm 
that  eircomstance,  and  therefore  not  givothat  approbation  which  waa  Justly  du^  to 
the  parts,  from  that  one  capital  blemish  ia  the  wholes  This  it  was  which  induced  ma 
to  take  the  liberty  I  did  with  yon  at  a  time,  when  I  could  not  boast  that  I  had  so 
much  of  your  fHoidship  aa  I  Terily  believe  I  have  at  present.  I  really  then  thought 
H  hazardi  ;  yet  I  could  not  nfraln  tnm  doing  it,  becaiso  I  wished  thai  a  play  of  ao 
much  merit  might  be  freed  trom  a  fruit  which  appeared  to  me  so  striking,  and  whldi 
I  thoni^t  I  saw  might  be  done  by  so  slight  a  remedy;  for  the  alteration  ao  little 
aflbcta  the  plotand  chancten,  that  it  doea  not  even  aflbct  Lady  IH's  drawinga :  if  il 
did,  1  know  you  wonld  r^ect  it  without  merey,  for  I  firmly  believe  you  vahie  them 
More  than  the  wmk  ak&j  belengto ;  but  thia  is  a  digression. 

After  teasing  you  ao  hmg  on  this  auttJeet,  I  will  only  add,  that  I  have  two  eopiea  of 
the  tragedy  \Th9  Mysterious  Mother] ;  one  given  me  by  you,  the  other  left  me  by 
Mr.  Gray.  In  one  ef  theae  I  have  inserted  my  alteratlona,  whidi  I  will  bring  up  with 
me  the  latter  end  of  June,  for  I  really  meditate  a  visit  to  you  aa  aoon  aa  my  diocesan 
has  executed  hia  visitation.  Here  the  two  words  are  precisely  used  as  they  are  in 
Bomae  Jenyas's  '  Worid ;'  but  be  not  afraid,  my  visit  will  only  be  a  6if ,  fior  1  shaU 


,s^\C^^ 
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SOao.    TO  THE  HON.  H.  &  CONWAT. 

Straufberry  HUl,  Stmdmif  emnimg^  Maif  d,  1781. 

I  SUPPED  with  yoxir  Countess  on  Friday  at  Lord  Frederick 
Campbell's,  where  I  heard  of  the  relief  of  GKbraltar  by  Darby.  The 
Spanish  fleet  kept  dose  in  Cadiz :  however,  he  lifted  up  his  leg,  and 
just  squirted  contempt  on  them.  As  he  is  disembarrassed  of  his 
transports,  I  suppose  their  ships  will  scramble  on  shore  rather  than 
fight  WeU,  I  shall  be  perfectly  content  with  our  fleet  coming  hwSk 
in  a  whole  skin;  it  will  be  enough  to  have  outquixoted  Don 
Quixote's  own  nation.  As  I  knew  your  Countess  would  write  the 
next  day,  I  waited  till  she  was  gone  out  of  town,  and  would  not 
have  much  to  tell  you — ^not  that  I  hare  either ;  and  it  is  giving 
myself  an  air  to  pretend  to  know  more  at  Twickenham  than  she  can 
at  Henley.  Though  it  is  a  bitter  north-east,  I  came  hither  to-day 
to  look  at  my  lilacs,  though  d  la  glace;  and  to  gdt  from  pharaol^ 
for  which  there  is  a  rage.  I  doted  on  it  above  thirty  years  ago ;  but 
it  is  not  decent  to  sit  up  all  night  now  with  boys  and  girls.  My 
nephew.  Lord  Cholmondeley,  the  banker  A  la  mode,  has  been 
demolished.  He  and  his  associate.  Sir  WUloughby  Aston,  went 
early  f  other  night  to  Brooks's,  before  Charles  Fox  and  Fitzpatrick, 
who  keep  a  bank  there,  were  come ;  but  they  soon  arrived,  attacked 
their  rivals,  broke  their  bank,  and  won  above  four  thousand  pounds. 
**  There,"  said  Fox,  *'  so  should  all  usurpers  be  served  I ''  He  did 
still  better ;  for  he  sent  for  his  tradesmen,  and  paid  as  fiur  as  the 
money  would  go.  In  the  mornings  he  continues  his  war  on  Lord 
North,  but  cannot  break  that  bank.  The  Court  has  carried  a  secret 
committee  for  Lidia  afiSedrs,  and  it  is  supposed  that  Rumbold  is  to 
be  the  sacrifice ;  but  as  he  is  near  as  rich  as  Lord  Clive,  I  conclude 
he  wiU  escape  by  the  same  golden  key. 

I  told  you  in  my  last  that  Tonton  was  ^rrived.    I  brought  him 

hare  a  hvndred  oihen  to  mftke  in  the  month  which  I  aUot  for  thii  ■outhem  ozpo* 
dition,  in  Angiul    I  am  tied  notk  and  heela  to  mj  York  reiidenee. 

I  have  bot  Joat  now  reoeiTed  Baspe's  book ;  many  thanka  to  yon  for  it.  From 
what  1  liave  teen  I  think  it  Teiy  coriona ;  the  other  book,  in  defence  of  Milton  agminat 
Johnion  (which  I  beiioFe  alao  oomee  from  you),  ia  only  a  repnbUcation  of  what 
pohliahed  in  the  '  Memoin  of  HoUia.' 

BeU«?e  me,  dear  Sir, 

Moat  foithfoUjr  yonra, 

W.  MAaoa 
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this  moniiiig  to  take  poascflrion  of  hisnew  Tflkybat  hin  inangoratioii 
has  not  been  at  all  paoifie.  As  he  has  already  fennd  ont  that  ha 
may  be  as  despotie  as  at  Saint  Joseph's,  he  began  with  exQing  my 
beaatifiil  little  cat;  npon  which,  however,  we  shall  not  qtdte  agree. 
He  then  flew  at  one  <tf  my  dogs,  who  returned  it  by  biting  his  foot 
till  it  bledj  but  was  seyerely  beaten  fer  it  I  immediately  rang  for 
Margaret  [his  housekeeper]  to  dress  his  foot ;  bat  in  the  midst  of 
my  tribulation  oonld  not  keep  my  oonntenance;  for  she  criedy 
"Poor  little  thing,  he  does  not  understand  my  langoage  t  *^  I  hope 
she  will  not  recollect,  too,  that  he  is  a  Papist  I 

BerhHeif  Square,  Tumdof,  Maif  8. 

I  came  before  dinner,  and  find  your  long  letter  of  flie  Sid.  Yon 
have  mistaken  Tontcm's  sex,  who  is  a  cavaUer,  and  a  little  of  flie 
tmnuqudau^  etiJl;  bat  if  I  do  not  correct  his  vivacities,  at  least 
I  shall  not  encourage  them  like  my  dear  old  friend. 

Yon  say  nothing  of  your  health,  therefore  I  trust  it  is  quite 
re-established :  my  own  is  most  flourishing  for  me.  They  say  the 
Parliament  will  rise  by  the  birthday ;  not  that  it  seems  to  be  any 
grievance  or  confinement  to  anybody.  I  hope  you  wiU  soon  coma 
and  enjoy  a  quiet  summer  under  the  laurels  of  yoxur  own  conscience. 
They  are  at  least  as  spreading  as  anybody's  else,  and  the  soil  will 
preserve  their  verdure  for  ever.  Methinks  we  western  powers  might 
as  well  make  peace,  since  we  make  war  so  clumsily.  Yet  I  doubt 
the  awkwardness  of  our  enemies  will  not  have  brought  down  our 
stomach.  Well,  I  wish  for  the  sake  of  mankind  there  was  an  end 
of  their  suflEerings  I  Even  spectators  are  not  amused — ^the  whole 
war  has  passed  like  the  riotous  murmurs  of  the  upper-gallery  before 
the  play  begins :  they  have  pelted  the  candle-snuffiers,  the  stage  has 
been  swept,  the  music  has  played,  people  have  taken  their  places, 
but  the  deuce  a  bit  of  any  p^[{ormance  I  And  when  folks  go  home, 
they  will  have  seen  nothing  but  a  feurae,  that  hast  cost  fifty  times 
more  than  the  best  tragedy. 


ton.    TO  fOB  HORAOB  MANV. 

SkmtUrr^  HO,  Ma^  «,  178L 

Ybs,  you  were  in  the  right  in  your  prophecy  of  the  21st  of  April, 
which  I  received  yesterday.  Darby  has  relieved  GKbraltar,  without 
opposition  from  ttie  Spanish  fleet,  as  we  heard  two  days  ago ;  nay, 
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ftilMit  he  l^red  ilNeid,  ill  Cii4i&  I  think  oar  cpaftilfic  wa^  iiot  a  littib 
rtah»  hut  I  asi  sure  theirs  has  heen  as  mooh  the  reverse.  That  of 
the  Fr^aob  is  not  more  explioaUei  and  I  om  easily  Wieve  the  King 
of  Spain  ^rill  i^sent  it. 

I  am  grieved  to  hear  you  ceiftplain  of  the  goat»  and  the  weakness 
it  leaves  in  your  hands.  I  wish  you  had  adopted  my  bootikins. 
I  have  suffered  terribly  in  my  handa,  and  my  fiii4;er8  are  fiill  of 
fhalk-stones,  and  yet  you  see  I  write  as  well  a^  ever :  but  do  not 
idarn^  yourself;  your  fits  have  been  iw  rare  an4  toaslight  to  disable 
you.  One  always  &ncies  the  iroekx^e^  firpm  a  fit  iivnMra)>Ie ;  twenty 
years  ago  I  imagined  that  I  never  should  walk  again. 

Our  afibirs  in  the  East  I  do  believe  are  very  bad ;  I  am  surprised 
fliey  are  not  so  everywhere:  but  I>VttBoe^  Spain^  and  Holland 
together,  seem  very  feeble  enemies.  It  seens  to  be  a  £ftvouxahle 
jnomeot  for  making  peaoe,  as  it  will  be  some  hononr  to  hav^  kept 
them  all  at  bay. 

90S2.    TO  BIB  HORAOS  MANN. 

BcrAetey  S^u^in,  Mff^  1S>  17S1. 

Bt  not  sending  you  the  first  rumours  of  Lord  ComwiaUis's  victory 
over.the  American  General,  Oreene»  and  by  waiting  for  the  confir- 
mation, which  is  not  yet  come^  though  undoubted,  I  am  able  to 
balance  accounts,  though  perhaps  you  did  not  desire  Fortune  to  be 
so  impartial  Yesterday  we  learnt  that  La  Moihe  Piq[net,  who  had 
lain  in  ambush  (no  sea-term,  I  doubt,)  at  the  mouth  of  the  Channel, 
had  £Edleii  in  au  beau  milieu  of  our  fleet  from  Eustatia,  laden  wi& 
tiie  phmder  of  all  nations,  and  has  takm  at  least  twenty  <rf  them. 
The  two  men-of-war  and  two  frigates  that  convoyed  all  that  spoil 
took  to  their  heels,  and,  to  talk  Uke  a^  irishman,  are  on  Irish  ground 
in  one  of  their  harbours.  To-day  we  mveiiUeA%  re-capture  by  Darby, 
hut  he  is  not  arrived.  However,  our  loes  of  so  mnoh  wealth  will  not 
comfort  the  King  of  Spain  for  the  relief  o{!Q4kialtar,  nor  the  Dutch 
for  the  loss  of  Si  Eustotia ;  for  I  do  not  suppose  that  France  will 
invite  its  allies  to  the  partition,  unless,  like  flie  lion  in  the  fftble,  to 
see  her  seize  all  on  different  plees^-r«rl,  shoUjld  say,  prerogaHve»f  to 
which  nullum  tempuBy  nullum  plea  oocurrani. 

My  miUtary  details  are  very  brief,  for  I  neither  understand  them, 
nor  load  my  mmiory  with  them ;  and  fi>ryoiur  information,  it  is  better 
I  should  not,  as  the  quintessence  is  more  easily  digested,  and  can  be> 
less  contested. 


mi.]  fo  am  horaoi  umjol  u 

]3ie Gaiette of  fdhrate  1I0VB win  Ke in  Httfe ffo^  llediiOQiir 
solate  widower,  your  friend  Sir  John  Diok,  is  going  to  ke  manied 
already ;  and^  whioli  ia  still  moreraali  at  hifi  aga,  to  %  giaatoas.  She 
18  the  eUeat  daag^ter  of  the  late  Sir  John  (Hamring^  and  was 
ripened  by  the  elimate  of  India,  Uka  an  omnge  to  a  ihaddoch. 
I  suppoae  she  intends  to  he  a  reliet^  and  tiken  tomaiiy  aame  yoong 
Qazgantea. 

I  mrn^  hither  iihJi  HMxnung;  hut  oa  I  shall  return  to  town  ior 
BioiTow,  when  th0  post  gp)6s  «vagr»Biy  latt^  w31  be  ia  tim^  fbong^ 
a  litUe  ashained  of  being  so  laeagie.  I  doubt  say  despatshss  tm 
grown  yecy  bairen*  thougb  tho  field  oC  batfle  is  sa  eoiteMi^SL;  bat 
yon  must  allow  that  our  eneoii^  am  not  yexj  alor^  aiid  tibatiwo 
have  some  negative  credit  ixk  not  having  lost  w>r%  after  risking  so 
much.  As  to  domestio  uqw^  it  ia  i»o  wcmder  my  dataila  sprc^  loan* 
The  House  of  Lords».  who  noi^er  fiatigaed  tbemaelves^  are  besomo  as 
antiquated  as  thcjir  odllege»  the  HeiraW  Offiioo,  and  as  idle.  In  tib# 
other  House  there  are  not  many  debates,  and  the  unshaken  najori^ 
lend^r^  those  of  liitttaiOQpisequonoa  The^  disunion  of  tha  leaders 
inoreases  this  supin^iiess^  For  smaller  evening  I  go  sa  little  into  th# 
world,,  that  vm^j  a^oapo  me^  apd  fewer  interest  me.  Gaa  ona  take 
mach  part  in  the  occupatioAa  of  l^e  grandohildiaen  of  onaV  first 
aoqnaintanee  P  I  might,  no  donbt^  collect  paragraphs,  if  I  took 
pains ;  for  certainly  no  reformation  has  taken  place.  Dissipation  is 
at  high-water  mark ;  but  it  is  either  without  variefy,  novelty,  and 
imagination,  or  the  moroseness  of  age  makeiE^'^ne  see  no  taste  in  their 
pleasures.  Lateness  of  hours  is  the  principal  feature  of  the  times, 
and  certainly  demanda  no  stress  of  inTontioiL  Bvaty  JashioaflMe 
place  is  still  oiowded ;  no  instance  of  seieotion  neithen  Oamimg  is 
yet  general;  thongh  mcney^  the  principal  ingredient^  doea  not 
abound.  My  old  fayourite  game,  fiuo,  is  lately  reTived.  I  have 
played  but  thrice,  and  not  all  nighty  as  I  used  to  do ;  it  is  not  decent 
to  end  where  one  begai^  nor  to  sit  up  wiith  a  generatiim  by  two 
descents  my  jonionL  Mr.  Fox  is  the  fisst  figure  in  all  the  ^aoes  I 
have  mentioned;  the  hero  in  Parliaiasat,  at  the  gaming-table^  at 
Newmarket  Last  week  he  passed  four-and-twenty  hours  without 
hiterruption  at  all  three,  or  on  the  road  from  one  to  liie  other ;  and 
ill  the  whole  time,  fer  he  has  a  bad  constitution,'  and  treats  it  as  if 


*  **  Why  he  nys  hift  [Fox**]  eonstHntioii  ww  a  bad  oae,  I  cianot  dlTine ;  T  should 
say  nearly  the  nirongeftt  I  erer  knew,  and  it  was  the  constant  Joke  of  his  less  fortunate 
friends,  e»pecially  Hare,  tiiat  he  did  not  know  what  aickneaa  was,  and  imagined  a 
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he  had  been  dipped  in  fhe  immoifal  riyer :  bat  I  doubt  his  heel  at 
least  will  be  wdnerable. 

There  is  a  topic'  whidi  begins  to  predominate,  bnt  not  proper  for 
the  post,  n<Hr  one  that  shall  be  so  to  me ;  for  I  recollect  under  what 
King  I  was  bom,  and  consequently  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  a 
reign  so  £ar  removed  as  the  next  will  be.  As  I  too  am  always 
partial  to  youth, — ^haying  not,  at  least,  the  spleen  of  age, — ^I  make 
the  greatest  allowances  for  inexperience  and  norel  passions.  In  one 
word,  I  grre  no  ear  to  the  conmiencement  of  future  history ;  it  is  a 
page  I  shall  not  peruse :  and  what  are  the  first  leayes  of  a  book  to 
one  that  can  make  no  progress  in  it  P  I  see  no  prospect  of  conclu- 
sion to  the  war— occupation  enough,  one  should  think,  for  everybody 
at  present ;  and  yet,  unless  roused  by  some  event,  which  too  is  for- 
gotten in  three  days,  no  one  seems  to  care  about  the  general  fieu^e  of 
affidrs,  but  ib  as  indiflFerent  as  if  we  were  in  a  dead  calm. 

Tour  nephew  is  to  come  here  to-morrow  morning  to  show  my 
house  to  some  company ;  my  nephew  [Orford]  is  to  command  a  small 
camp  this  summer. 

My  Lord  has  answered  your  nephew's  letter,  and  teUs  him  he  is 
not  legally  bound  to  pay  his  father's  debts,  and  refers  him  to  Lucas 
— man  Chancelier  vom  dim  h  reste^  as  Kings  say  when  they  are 
ashamed  of  what  they  are  going  to  do.  ^ 


208S.    TO  THB  EARL  OF  HABCOUBT.* 
Mr  DiAm  LoBD,  JTof  1^  17S1« 

I  DID  not  see  flie  dive  last  night,  as  she  was  gone  to  Mr.  Franks's, 
but  I  left  your  Lordship's  inviltttion  with  Mrs.  Mestivyer,  yrko  told 
me  her  sister  was  very  weak  and  out  of  order ;  and  so  I  find  by  the 
enclosed,  whidi  I  received  this  morning.  Lideed,  poor  women,  fliey 
are  both  in  a  bad  way  I 

I  am  delighted  to  find  that  Philip  de  Yendome  was  the  fionoui 
Orand  Prieur  who  had  so  much  wit  and  spirit,  as  the  enclosed  from 
Anderson  proves.    How  luoky  that  a  Prince  who  had  so  interestmg 

■poonftil  of  rimbaib  to  bo  a  eon  Ibr  aU  Um  Ub  thai  oovld  bdUl  the  hmnaa  bodj.** 
Lord  ffoUand,  in  RusBeff* '  Oorrupondenee  t^Foos,*  roL  L  p.  S64. — CummoHAH. 

'  The  Prlnoe  of  Wales. — Walpoli.  The  topic  of  general  oonTenation  at  thie  time 
wat  the  connection  whieh  the  Prince  had  fJMrmed  with  the  jonthftd  and  beantiftil 
actreee,  Mn.  Rohinaon,  who  Snt  attvaeted  hia  rojal  higjhneM*t  notice  when  pevfbnniiig 
«he  part  of  Perdita,  in  the  «  Winter's  Tale.'— Waxen. 

*  Now  first  published. — CuaaiJioiuii. 
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a  oountenanoe  when  a  boy^  should  hsTe  had  common  sense  after- 
wards I  I  cannot  say  his  heanty  remained.  Lord  Dacre  has  a 
whole  length  of  him  at  last,  in  a  habit  de  ehasm.  It  looks  like  one 
cf  those  dranken,  red-£EM»d,  old  women,  who  follow  a  camp,  and  half 
of  whose  clothes  are  scoured  regimentals. 


aOS4    TO  THB  lABL  OF  HABOOUBT.> 

1781. 

I HAVB  such  nmnberless  obligations  to  your  Lordship,  and  so  littla 
power  of  returning  them,  that  you  must  4JI0W  me  to  take  the  first 
moment  of  showing  that  at  least  I  wish  to  prove  my  gratitude,  and 
you  will,  I  am  sure,  not  reject  the  testimonial,  as  you  know  it  is  of 
no  other  wortL  Tou  liked  the  picture  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending, 
yet  it  is  so  indifferent,  that  I  would  not  presume  to  offer  it,  if  I  did 
not  like  it  too,  which  proves  that  I  have  more  pleasure  in  pleasing 
your  Lordship  than  myself;  and  thai,  I  hope,  will  give  it  a  little 
value,  though  it  has  none  else. 


90S5.    TO  THE  REV.  WILLIAM  MA80K. 

Jfoy  n,  178L 

I  AM  pleased  that  you  think  seriously  of  making  me  a  visit  soon, 
but  you  might  have  retrenched  the  comfort  you  hold  out  of  its  being 
a  very  short  one.  As  you  come  as  iseldom  as  a  comet,  I  should  not 
have  been  alarmed,  if  jrou  intended  to  stay  as  long.  My  publication 
shall  certainly  not  precede  your  arrivaL  I  can  scarce  even  call  that 
dday  a  compHmen^  having  already  suspended  its  appearance.  In 
short,  my  Advertisement  prevented  the  spurious  editions,  and  I 
flatter  myself  I  am  foigotten ;  at  least  I  have  gained  time,  and  at 
worst  will  publish  in  July  or  August,  when  all  the  world  is  dispersed, 
and  I  can  trust  the  fickleness  of  the  age  for  not  recollecting  in  winter 
what  passed  after  the  prodigious  interval  of  three  months,  ffliould 
any  national  calamity  happen,  no  incredible  event,  I  will  turn 
the  iU-wind  to  private  good,  and  steal  out,  while  the  oonstenudion 
lasts. 

Tour  objection  to  the  Play,  I  allow  to  be  fully  just,  andlknowfifty 
others,  but  don't  imagine  I  will  correct  anything ;  no,  that  would 

'  How  fixii  pabliihed.— <?innii««KA]i. 
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atoT  predileotioa  %ai  ptriulity  to  it;  putialitf  I  IlSiTO,  boi  ibu  to 
jrour  oorroodons,  and  it  sbjaJl  Wfl  aoao  otker;  I  bfiw  aaid  the 
trutL  I  think  your  altaistumft  marroUonSk  and  it  is  frroanUe  to 
the  tiB^y,  thftt  ib  oouU  piodooa  jour  alterBtions  and  Lady  DL's 
drawings ;  you  shall  have  the  full  hoooais  of  yoan,  for,  first  or  Icv^ 
they  shall  stand  by  tJienuelres  in  your  name.  I  have  no  jealoosy ; 
I  allow  yoQ  full  sapeiiority,  and  yn]l  always  avow  it,  and  have  more 
pleasure  in  the  finae  of  my  Airads  ttiaa  appetite  fat  it  myself  As 
to  '  Tlic  MysterifHis  ilotber'  being  acted  1  am  pL-rfcctly  secure,  at 
ltM:it  while  Lord  Hertford  is  Lord  Chamberliiiu  ;  nay,  whoever  should 
succeed  him  I  thiiik  would  not  license  it  without  my  consent ;  but 
enough  on  a  subject  of  which  I  am  sick  and  weary,  and  yet  I  have 
nothing  to  replace  it. 

It  wua  not  from  me,  I  assure  yon,  that  you  have  recCTved  any 
defence  of  Milton,  nor  do  I  know  anything  of  it,  but  what  you  tell 
me,  that  It  is  in  the  '  Memoirs  of  Hollis.'  Boswell)  that  qnintessenoe 
of  busybodies,  called  on  me  last  week,  and  was  let  in,  which  he 
should  not  have  been,  could  I  have  foreseen  it.  After  topping  many 
topics,  to  which  I  made  as  dry  answers  a&  an  unbribed  oracle,  he 
vented  his  errand.  "Had  I  seen  Dr.  Johnstm's  'Livee  of  the 
Poets  ?' "  I  said,  slightly,  "  No,  not  yet ;"  and  bo  overlaid  Iiis  vhde 
impertinence.  As  soon  as  he  could  recover  himself,  with  Caledonian 
suoerity,  he  talked  of  Maoklin's  new  play  ['  The  True-Bom  Scotch- 
man *],  and  pretended  to  like  it,  whit^  would  alsort  make  one 
suq>eot  tkat  he  knows  a  doae  of  pcriaon  has  abeady  been  adnrimBterBd; 
tliough,  by  the  way,  I  hear  there  is  little  good  in  the  pieoa^  except 
the  likemees  of  Sir  Pertinsx  to  twenfy  thousand  Boots. 

Yoa  will  find  that  I  hare  gotten  a  new  Idol — tuaword,anMaeMw 
to  Rosette,  and  almost  as  great  a  favoorite ;  nor  is  tins  a  breath  of 
vows  and  oonstanqy,  bat  an  aot  of  piefy.  In  a  word,  my  poor  dear 
old  &iend  Madame  da  Dcfland  had  a  little  dog  of  whiidt  she  was 
extremely  fond,  and  the  last  time  I  saw  her  she  made  mlo  pramise, 
if  I  shodd  sorrive  hei;  to  take  dtaige  of  it.  I  duL  It  is  snived, 
and  I  was  going  to  say,  it  is  inoediUe  how  fbnd  I  am  of  it,  but  I 
haw  D»  ooBBaioa  to  brag  of  my  dogMsnity .  I  dined  at  Biohmoiid 
House  f  othar  day,,  sod  w"»"ta»»i*ig  whither  I  ma  goi°g>  the  Duke 
said.  "  Own  the  truth,  shall  not  you  call  at  home  &8t  and  see 
Tontan  f  He  gueeaed  ri^itly.  He  is  now  sitting  on  my  paper  as 
I  write — ^not  the  Duke,  bat  Ttnton. 

I  know  no  pablio  matten  but  what  the  newspapers  toll  yon  as  well 
as  me.    Darby  is  oome  home,  bi^  Qibialtor  is  in  a  mannei  destroyed 
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bgr  tiM  Spnidi  bombs.    Tba  X)«ttdi£eeki8biifieriDgab(wibiiiftii 
a  pidqnoket  wsr,  Sid  not  a  inartiai  CBB^  and  I  JMfer 
laratnj.     Aiiitnl 


Berhile^  Square,  Mojf  28, 1781. 

This  letter,  like  aa  embarkationy  will  not  set  out  till  it  hai  gotten 
its  oomplement ;  but  I  begin  it»  a»  I  bave  jatt  reoeived  your  seoond 
letter.  I  wrote  to  yon  two  days  ago,  and  did  not  mean  to  complain; 
for  yon  certainly  cannot  baye  variety  of  matter  in  your  seqnesteied 
iale  [Jersey]  :  and  since  you  do  not  disdain  trifting  newsi  this  good 
townt  that  fdmishes  notlung  dse,  at  least  prodnces  weedi^  wbicb 
shoot  up  in  spite  of  the  Seakh  thitibi$,  that  bare  choked  all  good 
froits.  I  do  not  know  what  Lady  Crayen  designs  to  do  with  her 
Play ;  I  bope,  act  it  only  in  priyate;  for  her  other  was  murdered, 
and  the  audience  did  not  exert  the  least  gallantry  to  so  pretty  an 
aatboressy  Ibougb  she  gaye  them  so  hii  an  opportunity.  For  my 
own  Flay  [' The  Mysterious  Mother'],  I  was  going  to  publish  it  in 
my  own  defence^  as  a  spurious  edition  was  advertised  bere,  besides 
one  in  Ireland.  My  Advertisement  bas  overlaid  the  former  for  the 
present^  and  that  tempts  me  to  suppress  mine,  as  I  bave  a  thorougb 
aversum  to  its  appearance.  Still,  I  think  I  shall  produce  it  in  the 
dead  of  summer,  that  it  may  be  forgotten  by  winte^ ;  for  I  ootdd  not 
bear  having  it  tbe  subject  of  conversation  in  a  full  town.  It  is 
printed ;  so  I  can  let  it  steal  out  in  the  midst  of  tiie  first  event  that 
engrosses  the  public;  and  as  it  is  not  quite  a  novelty,  I  bave  no  fear 
but  it  will  be  stiH-bom,  if  it  is  twin  witb  any  babe  that  squalls  and 
makes  much  noise. 

At  the  same  time  with  3^ours  I  reoeived  a  lelter  from  another 
cousin  at  Paris,  who  tells  me  Neoker  is  on  tiie  veige,  and  in  <be 
postscript  says,  be  bas  actually  resigned.  I  beard  so  a  few  days 
ago :  but  this  is  a  full  confirmation.  Do  yon  remember  a  conversa- 
tion at  your  bouse,  at  supper,  in  which  a  friend  of  yours  spoke  very 
nn£eivourably  of  Necker,  and  seemed  to  wish  his  fidl  P  In  my  own 
opinion  they  are  much  in  the  wrong.  It  is  true,  Necker  laboured 
with  all  bis  sboulders  to  restore  their  finances;  yet  I  am  persuaded 
that  bis  attention  to  that  great  object  made  bim  dog  all  their 
military  operations.  They  will  pay  dearer  for  money;  but  money 
they  will  bave :  nor  is  it  so  dear  to  them,  for»  when  they  have  gotton 
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it,  flieyhaTe  only  woi  to  pay.  A  Monsiear  Joly  de  Flemy  is  eomp- 
troUer^generaL  I  know  nothing  of  him;  but  as  they  change  so 
often,  some  able  man  will  proye  Minister  at  last^-and  there  they 
will  haye  the  adyantage  again. 

Lord  OomwaUis's  ooniier,  Mr.  Broderiok,  is  not  yet  arriyed ;  so 
you  are  a  little  precipitate  in  thinking  Amerioa  so  mnoh  nearer  to 
being  subdned,  which  yon  haye  often  swallowed  np  as  if  yon  were  a 
minister ;  and  yet,  methinks,  that  era  has  been  so  frequently  put  o£^ 
that  I  wcmder  you  are  not  cured  of  being  sanguine— <ir  rather,  of 
belieying  the  magnificent  lies  that  eyery  trifling  adyantage  giyes 
birth  to.  If  a  quarter  of  the  Americans  had  j<nned  the  Royalists, 
that  had  been  said  to  join,  all  the  Oolonies  would  not  hold  them. 
But,  at  least,  fliey  haye  been  like  the  trick  of  kings  and  queens  at 
cards ;  where  one  of  two  goes  back  eyery  turn  to  fetch  another. 
Howeyer,  this  is  only  for  conyersation  lor  the  moment  With  such 
ayersion  to  disputation,  I  haye  no  zeal  fer  making  conyerts  to  my  own 
opinion,  not  eyen  on  points  that  tonbh  me  nonet. 

If  you  see  the  papers,  you  will  find  that  there  was  a  warm  debate 
jresterday  on  a  fresh  proposal  from  Hartley' for  pacification  with  Ame- 
rica; in  which  the  Ministers  were  roundly  reproached  with  their  boasts 
of  the  returning  zeal  of  the  Colonies ;  and  which,  though  it  ought  by 
their  own  accounts  to  be  so  much  nearer  complete,  they  could  not  main- 
tain to  be  at  all  effectual ;  though  eyen  yesterday  a  report  was  reyiyed 
of  a  second  yictory  of  Lord  Comwallis.  This  debate  preyented  another 
on  the  Marriage  Bill,  which  Oharles  Fox  wants  to  get  repealed,  and 
which  he  told  me  he  was  going  to  labour.  I  mention  this  from  the 
eircumstance  of  the  moment  when  he  told  me  so.  I  had  been  to  see 
if  Lady  Aylesbury  was  come  to  town :  as  I  came  up  St  James  V 
street^  I  saw  a  cart  and  porters  at  CharWs  door ;  coppers  and  old 
chests  of  drawers  loading.  In  short,  his  success  at  £Eiro  has  awakened 
his  host  of  creditors ;  but  unless  his  bank  had  swelled  to  the  siae 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  it  could  not  haye  yielded  a  sop  a-piece  for 
each.  Epsom,  too,  had  been  unpropitious ;  and  one  creditor  has 
actually  seized  and  carried  off  his  goods,  whidi  did  not  seem  worth 
lemoying.  As  I  returned  full  of  this  scene,  whom  should  I  find 
sauntering  by  my  own  door  but  GharlesP    He  came  up  and  talked 

1  On  the  preeeding  day,  Kr.  Hartley  had  BOT«d  for  \wn  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
Uxwtfi  tbe  Grown  with  aoiBdent  power  to  treat  upon  the  means  of  restoring  peace  with 
the  prorineea  of  North  America.     It  waa  negatired  by  106  against  78.— Wueat. 
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to  me  at  the  doach^windowy  on  the  Mamage  Bill»'  mSk  as  muGh 
mmg^flxM  aa  if  he  knew  nothing  of  what  had  happened.  I  haye  nt 
admiration  fiir  iinwnmhility  to  one's  own  fimlta,  espeoially  when 
eommiited  out  of  yanity.  Perhaps  the  whok  philosophy  consisted 
in  the  commission.  If  yew  could  have  heen  as  much  to  blame,  the 
last  thing  yoa  wonld  bear  well  wonld  be  your  own  reflections.  The 
miure  marrelloas  Fox's  parts  are,  the  more  one  is  provoked  at  his 
fbUieSy  widoh  comfort  so  maay  rascals  and  blockheads,  and  make  all 
that  is  admirable  and  amiable  in  him  only  matter  of  regret  to  those 
who  like  him  as  I  do.' 

.  I  did  intend  to  settle  at  Strawberry  on  Sunday ;  but  must  return 
on  Thursday,  for  a  party  made  at  Marlboroug^-hoose  for  Princess 
Ametia.  I  am  continually  tempted  to  retire  entirely ;  and  should, 
if  I  did  not  see  how  yery  unfit  English  tempers  are  finr  lirxng  quite 
out  of  the  world.  We  grow  abominable  peevish  and  severe  on 
others,  if  we  are  not  constantly  nibbed  against  and  polished  by 
them.  I  need  not  name  fiiends  and  relations  of  yours  and  mine  as 
instances.  My  prophecy  on  the  short  reign  of  &ro  is  verified  already. 
The  bankers  find  that  all  the  calculated  advantages  of  the  game  do 
not  balance  pinchbeck  paroKa  and  debts  of  honourable  woman.  The 
bankers,  I  think,  might  have  had  a  previous  and  more  generoos 
reason,  the  very  bad  air  of  holding  a  bank : — ^but  this  country  is  as 
hardened  against  the  peUie  morale,  as  against  the  greater. — ^What 
should  I  think  of  the  world  if  I  quitted  it  entirely^ 


20S7.    TO  THB  HON.  H.  8.  CONWAY. 

Bkmoben^  Hitt,  Jme  8, 1781. 

You  know  I  have  more  philosophy  about  you  than  courage,  yet 
for  once  I  have  been  very  brave.  There  was  an  artide  in  the  papers 
last  week  that  said,  a  letter  from  Jersey  mentioned  apprehensions 
of  being  attacked  by  four  thousand  FrencL    Do  you  know  that 

'  Ob  ilie  7tli  of  June,  Mr.  Fox  mored  for  kftvs  to  bring  in  a  UU  to  amend  the  act 
of  the  26th  of  Geoige  the  Second,  for  prerenting  eUndeitlne  marriagea.  The  blU 
paieed  the  Commons,  but  was  n^eeted  bj  the  Lor^ — WuaBT. 

*  "  Mr.  Fox  nerer  had  mneh  intimate  interooozae  with  Hoiioe  Walpole ;  did  not, 
I  think,  like  liim  at  all ;  liad  no  opinion  of  liii  Judgment  or  eondnet;  probably  had 
imbibed  some  prejudice  against  him,  for  liis  ill-usage  of  his  fother ;  and  certainly 
entertained  an  unfoTounble,  and  eren  unjust,  opinion  of  his  alnlities  as  a  writer." 
Lord  Holland,  m  RumcUC^  Feet,  toI.  L  p.  278.— CvaimaBAM. 


I  treated  iiie  piUngraphiriUi  seomP  No»  »o ;  I  am  nbt  ifrni  fiof 
your  idattid,  when  you  are  at  home  in  it,  and  hav^  kad  tone  ta 
fortify  it,  and  have  soAoiettt  forde.  No,  no ;  it  will  not  be  auipriaed 
when  you  are  there,  and  when  oar  fleet  is  rebutted,  and  Dighy 
before  Brest  However,  with  all  my  Takmr,  I  oonld  not  help  going 
to  your  broQier  to  aak  a  few  questionB ;  but  he  had  heard  of  no  sndi 
letter.  Hie  Srenoh  would  be  foolish,  indeed,  if  they  ran  thor  heads 
a  third  time  against  your  rooks,  when  watdied  by  die  most  Tigflant 
of  all  govemors. 

Yonr  nephew  G^ige '  is  arrived  with  the  fleet :  my  door  opened 
fo42ier  motning ;  I  looked  towards  the  oommon  horiaon  of  heads, 
but  was  a  foot  and  a  half  below  any  &ee.  The  handsomest  giant 
in  the  wodd  made  bnt  one  stsp  cross  my  room,  and  seizing  my 
hand,  ga?e  it  eoeh  a  robust  gripe  that  I  squalled ;  hr  he  crashed 
my  poor  chalk-stones  to  powder/  When  I  had  reeoyered  firdnir 
the  pain  of  his  finendly  salnte,  I  said,  '*  It  mnst  be  George 
Oonway  I  and  yet,  is  it  pdnble  P  Why,  it  is  not  fifteen  months 
ago  since  yon  was  but  six  feet  high  I "  In  a  word,  he  is  within 
an  indh  dTBobert  and  Edward,  wilh  larger  hmbs;  almost  as 
handsome  as  Hugh,  with  all  the  bloom  of  yonth ;  and,  in  shorty 
another  of  those  comely  sons  of  Anak,  the  breed  of  whieh  yonr 
brother  and  Lady  Hertford  hate  pionsly  restored  for  the  comfort  of 
tiie  daughters  of  Sion.  He  is  ddighted  with  having  tapped  hie 
warfare  with  the  siege  of  Gibraltar,  and  bnms  to  stride  to  ATOftrica> 
rhe  town,  he  says,  is  totally  destroyed,  and  between  two  and  three 
hundred  persons  were  killed.  Well,  it  is  pity  Lady  Hertford  has 
done  breeding :  we  shall  want  such  a  race  to  repeople  even  the  ruins 
we  do  not  lose  I  The  rising  generation  does  give  one  some  hopes. 
I  confine  myself  to  some  of  this  year's  birds.  The  young  William 
Pitt*  has  again  displayed  paternal  oratory.  The  other  day,  on  the 
Commission  of  Accounts,  he  answered  Lord  North,  and  tore  him 
limb  from  limb.  If  Charles  Fox  could  feel,  one  should  think 
such  a  rival,  with  an  unspotted  character,  would  rouse  him.  What 
if  a  Pitt  and  Fox  should  again  be  rivals  I    A  still  newer  orator  has 

>  Lord  G^oigtt  Sermov  Ooawij^  levntb  son  of  ViiBd%  fini  ltd  and  Maiqoli  of 
Hortford ;  bom  in  l7dS.— Wbiobt. 

'  Lord  George  Seymoiir,  Umq  called  Conwij,  haa  aimred  me  that  he  nerer  ihook 
hands  in  hU  lUe  with  Walpok^  and  that  aU  thia  la  pure  infonUoiL  CMfcer  (1C&>— 
CimviaoaAM. 

*  *  The  yoong  Williaai  Pitt,"  afterwaida,  aa  Walpole  anticipated,  the  proud  riTal 
•f  Ohariea  Fox,  and  for  ao  long  a  period  the  prime  miniiter  of  England,  deliTered  hia 
maiden  ipeech  in  the  Honae  of  Commons  on  the  26th  of  Febmaiy,  in  fiivonr  of  Mr 
Bnrke'a  Idll  for  an  eeonomical  reform  in  the  ciTil  liat.— Wbiobt. 
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•ppeaf^  iii  ftee  liidi^  bdamea^  H  lb.  BtiitikeA/  and 
Korth  too  I  a^d  with  t  tami  (hat  Am  terjr  b»t  erop  of  orafon  lefl 
Mt  <rf  thefts  tnbii^^Htoodci^ty.  As  Jroim|;  Pitt  ib  modert  too,  onri 
IroiM  k0{M  ioine  ^nin^  Englidi  may  rttitd  I  * 

Tlik  k  Am  a^aaoil  (if  o^^tuiig  Mf  dA^htnM.  I  hard  dhoBen  it 
htA  spoty  if  I  meant  to  teUt^ ;  tad  ddonlatod  t&,  wlien  1  made  it  H 
pvppel^flhow.  Last  ireek  W€f  W  two  or  fliM6 1^^ 
were  fieieef  tkaa  6^  eotamon  do jt-^dajnB.  It  la  oooled  again ;  Imi 
raiB  is  a»  g^t  a  rarity  as  i](k  E^t ;  and  ftihei' Tliameil  i#  M  fib^ 
from  being  a  Nile,  that  he  is  dying  for  thirst  himsel£  But  it  would 
be  prudent  to  resenre  paragraphs  (d  weather  till  people  are  gone  out 
of  town,  &r  then  I  can  havc^  Ifttii^  io  s»Cid  fori  (Aid  from  henoe. 

Aa  Hfydt  aa  I  ma^  td  Mhi  fo-d&y  Le  i^es^^t  called  on  m^,  and 
told  me  helueis  mijElc^cMed  of '  PygmaKoii/  The  expense  wotdd  hav6 
mounted  to  160/.^  and  he  ootdd  g^  but  &x^  snbeksribers  at  a  goinei 
a-piece.  I  am  glad  his  6xp^4etice  and  success  hate  ttmght  him 
tiirilL  I  did  not  expect  it  Sheridan  had  a  heayier  miscarriage 
last  night  The  tWo  Vestriii  had  iaukgined  a  ftte,  and,  concluding 
fliat  whaterei:  tttey  designed  wotdd  teptivale  the  town  and  its  purteci; 
weto  at  the  tep^se  of  1200/.,  and^  distributing  tidteto  at  two 
guinea^  i^piec6,  ^U^posedr  ef  not  two  hnndj^  It  ended  in  a  bad 
opera,  that  began  three  h6Uri  lateir  fltaik  usuid,  and  at  quadxupM 
the  prfce.  ^niere  Wei^  bush^  of  dead  fl6W^r§,  lamps,  coUniay- 
danoes — and  a  cold  supper**  iTet  i^ey  aM  ttOi  abuaed  aa  -poot  La 
Tezier  was  last  year. 

I  oonclade  mf  fetter,  and  I  ^ope  our  preisiehi  correspondence, 
Te^  a^fiMsafily )  fbr  you^  brother  told  me  last  night,  that  you 
ha^e  written  to  Lord  HiUsborongh  for  leaye  to  return.  If  aU  our 
goremon  could  leaTO  their  dominions  in  as  good  plight,  it  were 
kie^#     Tour  bmther  owned,  what  the  ^Gh«ette'  with  all  its 

>  Heniy  Buikef,  Saq.,  c<  Kingitoii  itaU.  Ha  reproteiited  Corfo-0a«tl6  from  1780 
«o  182S,  isA  ite  dotditjr  4f  D6itfot  ftdM  tii*t  VHah  ttniil  1881.  In  1818  he  ptibllnhed 
*  TU  OMk  a&4  OonStttslAtflii*  ^tciy  tff  Soaia^  from  tM  FosiMUtion  to  the  Age  of 
JLvgnftot,'  in  two  Tolnmii»  8?o  ;  and  died  in  1884.— Wkiobt. 

*  Mr.  WUheiforoe,  in  s  lettte  to  s  Mend,  of  the  ^tk  of  Jnne,  Mti,— ^  The  piapelhi 
win  hftTO  infbnnedryon  ^Mt  M/.  WlUkm  Piti,  eeeond  eon  of  the  late  Lord  Ohfttham, 
kee  iHff^'g!^«H>^  Umaelf :  he  eomee  out  m  his  fiither  did,  a  ready-made  oiator,  and 
I  dovhi  not  Imtthai  I  shall,  one  day  or  other  tee  him  the  fint  man  in  the  coaatrj." 
L^  Toi  L  p.  22.— Wnien*. 

TOL    Tnx.  B 


IK)  HORAO&  WALPOIiB'S  LSTTEfia.  U^^l 

eiroumstances  cannot  oonceal,  fh^  Lord  Comirallis's  irininplifl  have 
but  increased  our  Ipases,  without  leaving  any  hopes.  I  am  told  that 
his  army,  which  when  he  parted  from  Clinton  amounted  to  seventeen 
thousand  men,  does  not  now  oontain  above  as  many  hundred,  except 
the  detachments.  The  '  Quzette/  to  my  sorrow  and  your  greater 
8orrow,  speaks  of  Coloniel  O'Hara  having  received  two  dtogerous 
wounds.  Princess  Amdiia  was  at  Marlborough-house  last  night,  and 
played  at  faro  till  twelve  o'docL  There  ends  the  winter  campaign  I 
I  go  to  Strawberry  Hill  to  morrow ;  and  I  hope,  d  rirlandaise,  that 
the  next  letter  I  write  to  you — ^will  be  not  to  write  to  you  any  more. 


2088.    TO  SIB  HOBACS  HANK. 

BetMejf  Square,  Jme  8, 1781. 

The  late  '  Gazette,'  boiled  down  from  Lord  Comwallis's  relation, 
will  still  convince  you  how  transient  our  prospects  are  from  hia 
Lordship's  successes.  In  truth,  as  we  draw  prospects  from  the 
faintest  hints,  no  wonder  they  have  no  lasting  body  of  colours.  We 
expect  something  ftojn  Neck^r's  fall — no  ill  compliment  to  him. 
I  am  amazed  how  he  could  hope,  or  at  least  expect,  to  stand. 
A  general  reformer,  a  Protestant,  and  a  man  of  no  birth,  was  an 
outrage  to  all  interests  and  all  prejudices.  Sully,  with  some  less 
objections,  could  not  have  stemmed  the  same  torrent  witliout  a  Henri 
Quatre  to  descry  his  merit  and  support  ii 

The  Parliament  will  sit  to  the  middle  of  next  month  on  Lidia 
affiedrs,  but  I  trouble  myself  with  neither. 

8089.    TO  CHABLES  BBDFOBD,  BSQ.^ 

Strmoberry  HQl,  Jme  18, 1781. 

I  THINK,  dear  Sir,  you  are  so  good  as  to  pay  my  Ooach-tax. 
1  must  beg  the  same  favour  of  you  for  that  on  Servants,  which 
I  believe  is  due  very  soon,  with  a  heavy  penalty  if  not  paid  within 
a  limited  time.  My  number  is  five,  a  valet-de-chambre,  two  foot- 
men, a  coachman  and  gardener.  I  have  another,  but  in  a  capacity 
which  nobody  else  has,  and  therefore,  I  conclude,  not  included-* 
certainly  not  specified  in  the  Act ;  it  is  my  printer. 

Tours  sincerely. 

Hob.  Walpole. 

1  Now  first  pablUhed.— CovxiN6BA.if. 


1781.]  TO  THE  EARL  OF  STRAFFORD.  6i 


S040L    TO  THE  EARL  OF  STRAFFORD. 

Strawberry  HiO,  Jme  18, 1781. 

It  was  yery  kind,  my  dear  Lord,  to  reoolleot  me  so  soon :  I  wish 
I  could  letom  it  by  amnmng  yon ;  but  here  I  know  hofhing,  and 
suppose  it  is  owing  to  age  that  even  in  town  I  do  not  find  the 
transactions  of  the  world  yery  entertaining.  One  must  sit  np  all 
night  to  see  or  hear  anything;  and  if  the  town  intends  to  do 
anything;  they  never  begin  to  do  it  till  next  day.  Mr.  Conway  will 
oertaioly  be  here  the  end  of  this  month,  having  thoronghly  secured 
his  Island  from  sniprise,  and  it  is  not  liable  to  be  taken  any  other 
way.  I  wish  he  was  governor  of  this  bigger  one  too,  which  does  not 
fleem  quite  so  well  guaranteed. 

Your  Lordship  will  wonder  at  a  visit  I  had  yesterday :  it  was 
from  Mr.  Storer,  who  has  passed  a  day  and  night  here.  It  was  not 
from  my  being  a  fellow-scholar  of  Yestris,  but  from  his  being  turned 
antiquary ;  the  last  passion  I  should  have  thought  a  Macaroni  would 
have  taken.  I  am  as  proud  of  such  a  disciple  as  of  having  converted 
Dicky  Bateman  from  a  Chinese  to  a  Goth.  Though  he  was  the 
founder  of  the  Sharawadgi  taste  in  England,  I  preached  so  e£fectually 
fliat  his  every  pagoda  took  the  veil.  The  Methodists  say,  one  must 
have  been  very  wicked  before  one  can  be  of  the  elect — ^yet  is  that 
extareme  more  distant  from  the  ton,  which  avows  knowing  and  liking 
nothing  but  the  fEishion  of  the  instant,  to  studying  what  were  the 
modes  of  five  hundred  years  ago  P  I  hope  this  conversion  will  not 
ruin  Mr.  Storer's  fortune  under  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
How  his  Irish  Majesty  will  be  shocked  when  he  asks  how  large 
Prince  Boothby's  *  shoe-buckles  are  grown,  to  be  answered,  he  does 
not  know^  but  that  Charles  Brandon's  cod-piece  at  the  last  birth-day 
had  threeyards  of  velvet  in  it!  and  that  the  Duchess  of  Buckingham 
thrust  out  her  chin  two  inches  farther  than  ever  in  admiration  of 
it!  and  that  the  Marchioness  of  Dorset  had  put  out  her  jaw  by 
endeavouring  to  imitate  her  I 

We  have  at  last  had  some  rains,  which  I  hope  extended  to 
Yorkshire,  and  that  your  Lordship  has  found  Wentworth  Castle 

'  There  ie  si  Petworth  a  porirmit  of  Prince  Boothbj,  by  Sir  Joehna  Reynolds,  in<l 
aho  of  Prince  BooUiby*8  misireM,  hy  the  same  artist^a  moti  charming   work.— 


52  QORACS  WALPO^irS  JJBnnEk  X^Sl 

in  the  bloom  of  yerdure.  I  alwaySy  as  in  duty  bound,  wish  prosperity 
to  everybody  and  everything  there,  and  am  your  Lordship's  ever 
devoted  and  grateful  humble  servant. 


8(^1.    TO  fKK  gOUKT^BS  Of  03S9KT. 

Tub  Beauty  Boom,  Madam,  is  the  Yellow  Bed-Chamber  hun^ 
with  Jervas's  small  copies  of  Sir  Peter  Lely's  beauties,  which 
chamber  is  on  the  ground-floor  here,  next  to  the  little  parlour.  I 
placed  your  [fire^]screen  there  pour  cause,  ejii  because  it  accords 
with  the  chimney-piece,  which  is  black  and  yellow.  Had  it  inhabited 
the  Blue  Boom,  in  which  I  chiefly  live,  it  would  not  have  lasted 
even  my  time.  In  Berkeley  Square  it  would  have  looked  as  if  in 
disgrace  and  in  exile ;  just  as  French  Ministers,  when  under  a  doud, 
feel  miserable,  though  suffered  to  dwell  in  Paris  itself,  if  not 
permitted  into  the  heaven  of  heavens  Versailles. 

Mr.  Storer  has  just  left  me :  I  have  showed  him  such  hosts  of 
portraits  of  the  dead,  that  if  he  retains  their  names,  he  would  make 
a  good  Yice-Chamberlain  to  Proserpine  on  a  birth-nig/U,  if  there 
was  any  such  fete  in  the  shades  below;  but  as  ceremonies  bx% 
of  the  essence  of  all  Courts,  I  suppose  there  they  keep  death-nightSi^ 
and  then  he  will  be  more  at  home  in  a  ball-room  than  even  Lord 
BrudeneL 

I  direct  this  to  Ghrosvenor  Place,  for  though  you  naimed  to-day 
for  your  leaving  town,  nobody  sets  out  at  the  time  they  intended. 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  ^  thither  oftener  than  I  wish.  When  your 
Ladyship  found  me  at  the  Qtrove,  it  was  to  inform  Mr.  Horrice  that 
Lord  Qrford  has  named  me  and  Mr.  Skrine  to  be  referees  with  hin^ 
to  compromise  my  Lord's  claims,  on  Cav.  Mozzi  for  money  due  £rom 
my  Lord's  mother.  I  do  not  admire  the  pursuit  of  that  daim,  and 
tried  to  avoid  being  employed  in  it ;  but,  though  cast  off  when  I  ai^ 
of  no  use,  they  come  to  me  when  any  drudgery  is  to  be  done. 

I  have  been  reading  a  book  as  heterogeneous  from  my  pursuits  a3 
Mr.  Storer's  new  profession  from  his — ^Mr.  Beckford's  on  Hunting ; 
and  as  I  always  reckon  that  any  book  pays  me  in  which  I  find  am 
passage  that  pleases  me  or  teUs  me  something  new  (I  mean  that 
I  care  to  learn,  for  as  to  novelty,  every  book  of  science  could  tell 
rs^e  wl^at  I  don't  know),  I  found  one  jewel  in  Mr.  Beck&rd's,  for 
which  I  would  have  perused  a  folio.     His  huntsman  christened  oim 


1781.]  to  We  tt&T.  UK  MASOK. 

of  his  hotindsy  Zyf»MNi«  **TjjmeA  V*  said  ttie  sqidfe ;  *'  why,  James, 
wliat  does  Lf/tnan  meenP"  ^Lord,  Bir/'  said  JameSi  *' what  does 
Mjftking  meanP"  I  am  transported  inth  James's  good  sense  and 
philosophy.  It  eotnferts  me  for  all  the  bookk  of  seienoe  which  I  do 
not  nnderatandy  and  is  an  Bmsner  to  all  tiie  pretended  knowledge 
npon  earth ;  and  if  Mr.  Beckford  were  a  olasBio  (as  he  will  be  one 
to  tiiose  who  know  ofnone)^  I  would  change  my  motto  of  Ikri  qum 
kmtiai  for  Whai  dom  anything  meOn  f  as  mote  e^fessiTe  of  qua 
^enUo.  I  have  gone  through  Sir  R  Worsley^s  'Isle  of  Wight,' 
which  is  in  my  own  way,  and  yeti  alas  I  I  did  hdk  find  ^ne  diamond 
in  fliat  dunghillrMiOi  James  fer  my  money  t 


2011    TO  THB  BIT.  WILLIAM  MASOK 

Stram/betfif  ffiU,  JmU  ii,  1781. 

You  may  imagine  perhaps  that  because  I  am  within  reach  of  the 
dost  of  Hyde  Park,  and  of  the  dirt  of  Westminster,  I  might  send 
you  letters  brim-full  of  news  every  week.  I  scorn  your  supposes. 
I  am  as  ignorant  as  truth  itself  of  anything  worth  telling  you ;  the 
newspapen^  Kke  scaTengen,  coUeot  all  the  ordures  of  Parliament, 
and  retail  them  to  dung  the  country,  and  you  may  hare  them  like 
other  chapmen.  What  can  I  tell  you  P  That  Lord  Comwallis  has 
conquered  his  troops  out  of  shoes  and  provisions,  and  himself  out  of 
troops ;  or  that  the  heroic  Gtovemor  Johnstone  was  so  enraged  at 
Captain  Sutton's  cowardice  that  he  waited  three  hours  to  let  him 
reoover  his  spirit,  and  so  lost  the  French  Fleet  P  Pray  excuse  my 
being  the  historian  of  such  prowess;  I  should  as  soon  admire 
Mr.  Cumberland's  mieees^/M  negotiations  in  Spain,  where  he  stayed 
b^ging  peace  till  Gtibraltar  was  battered  to  the  ground.  I  hope  he 
will  write  an  ode  himself  on  the  treaty  he  did  not  make,  and  like 
Pindar  fill  it  with  the  genealogy  of  the  mule  on  which  he  ambled 
from  the  Prado  to  the  Escurial,  and  when  I  am  a  mule  I  will 
xeadit^ 

I  have  be^  reading  aiidSh^  courtiex^s  book,  Sfr  Richard 
Worsle/s  'History  of  the  Isle  of  Wight'  It  is  dedicated  to 
1^  King,  aad  to  himself  teo^  far  I  see  no  raattm  for  his  writing 
it,  but  to  can  himself  right  h6n(^dbk,  atid  to  celebratid  his  fkmily, 
and  indeed  they  have  made  a  great  figure  there ;  one  of  them 
having  been  commissioned  to  seaitjb  for  Qnem  Elizabeth's  Hawks^ 
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which,  however,  it  does  not  appear  that  he  found,  or  I  suppose  he 
would  have  heen  made  Sight  Honourable  too. 

I  have  heen  rather  more  entertained  by  an  ^  Essay  on  Hunting ' 
by  a  Mr.  Beckford,'  who  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  Country  Squire 
wlio  was  hunting  as  the  battle  of  Edge-Hill  was  going  to  be  fought ; 
au  instance  of  philosophic  indifference  in  the  hdght  of  a  civil  war, 
unparalleled  till  the  present  age.  Pray  do  not  imagme  that  I  think 
*  ^ecdotes  of  Painting '  a  jot  more  patriotic  than  *  Anecdotes  on 
Hunting : '  if  Mr.  Beokford  is  of  my  opinion,  he  holds  it  in  vain  to 
say  a  serious  word  to  the  present  generation.  I  came  hiQier  on 
Saturday  for  the  summer,  and  you  will  find  me  as  idle  and  trifling 
as  if  the  last  '  Chtzette'  had  announced  the  victory  of  Ramillies; 
in  short,  an  Englishman  after  Lord  Mansfield's  own  heart,  and 
insensible  to  my  country's  ruin.     Adieu  I 

P.S.  I  direct  this  to  Aston,  though  I  am  not  suie  but  you  may  be 
conci^ing  ad  Clerum  at  York. 


2048.    TO  THE  RSY.  WILUAM  COLS. 

Strmberry  Hill,  Jtme  16,  1781. 

Tour  last  accoimt  of  yourself  was  so  indiiBTerent,  that  I  am 
impatient  for  a  better :  pray  send  me  a  much  better. 

I  know  little  in  your  way  but  that  Sir  Bichard  Wondey  has  just 
published  a  *  History  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,'  with  many  views  poorly 
done  enough.*  Mr.  Bull  *  is  honouring  me,  at  least  my  *  Anecdotes 
of  Painting,'  exceedingly.  He  has  let  every  page  into  a  pompous 
sheet,  and  is  adding  every  print  of  portrait,  building,  &c.,  that  I 
mention,  and  that  he  can  get,  and  specimens  of  all  our  engravers. 
It  will  make  eight  magnificent  folios,  and  be  a  most  valuable  body 
of  our  arts.    Nichols  the  printer  has  published  a  new  'life  of 

'  WUliam  Beckfoid,  of  Somerly,  the  seat  of  the  Angniihei,  in  Snffonc,  for  lerenl 
yean.  He  afterwarda  resided  in  Jamaiea»  where  he  had  an  estate.  When  li?ing  ai 
Somerly,  he  pnblisbed  his  work  on  *  Honting,'  and  in  1700  a  '  DeaoripUon  of 
Jamaica.' — MiTtoan. 

*  Sir  Richard  Worsley  is  better  known  by  his  splendid  work,  the  '  Mnsenm 
Worsleiannm ;  or,  a  CoUeetion  of  antique  Basso^vlieros,  Bnstoa,  Staines,  and  Gems ; 
with  riews  of  plaees  in  the  Levant,  taken  on  the  spot,  in  the  yean  1785-6-7 ;'  in  two 
volnmes,  folio.  Sir  Richard  sat  many  yean  in  IVirliament  for  the  boroogh  of  New- 
port, and  was  goTemor  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where  he  died  in  ISOfi.— WueaT. 

'  Richard  Boll,  Bsq.,  a  famous  ooUector  of  portraits. — Wbiohs. 
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Hogarth/ '  of  near  two  huiadred  pages — many  more,  in  tnifh,  than 
it  required :  chiefly  it  is  ^  Ufe  of  his  wor!^,  containing  all  the 
yaiiationsy  and  notices  61  any  persons  whom  he  had  in  view.  I 
cannot  say  there  are  discoveries  of  many  prints  which  I  have  not 
mentioned^  though  I  hear  Mr.  Ghilston '  says  he  has  fifteen  such ; 
but  I  sappose  he  only  fancies  so.  Mr.  Nichols  says  our  printsellers 
are  already  adding  Hogarth^s  name  to  seyeral  spurious.  Mr.  Steevens, 
I  hear,  has  been  allowed  to  ransack  Mrs.  Hogarth's  house  for  obsolete 
and  unfinished  plates^  which  are  to  be  completed  and  published. 
Though  she  was  not  pleased  with  my  account  of  her  hlisband,  and 
seems  by  these  transactions  to  have  encouraged  the  second,  I  assure 
yoa  I  have  much  more  reason  to  be  satisfied  than  she  has,  the 
editor  or  editors  being  much  civiller  to  living  me  tiian  to  dead 
Hogarth — yet  I  should  net  have  complained.  Eyerybody  has  the 
same  right  to  speak  their  sentiments.  Nay,  in  general  I  hare 
gentler  treatment  than  I  expected,  and  I  think  the  world  and  I  part 
good  firiends. 

I  am  now  setting  about  the  completion  of  my  *JEAeB  Straw- 
berrian®.'  A  painter  is  to  come  hi&er  on  Monday  to  make  a 
drawing  of  the  Tribune,  "tod  finish  T.  Sandb/s  fine  view  of  the 
Gullery,  to  which  I  eould  never  get'him  to  put  the  last  hand.  They 
will  then  be  engrs?«dwith  a  few  of  the  chimney-pieces,  which  will 
oompleta  the  plates.  ^  I  must  add  an  Appendix  of  curiosities,  pur- 
chased or  acquired  since  the  Oatalogne  was  printed.  This  will  be 
awkward^  but  I  cannot  afford  to  throw  away  an  hundred  copies.  I 
shall  take  care  if  I  can  that  Mr.  Gh>ugh  does  not  get  beeh  intel- 
ligence from  my  engravers,  or  he  wiU  advertise  my  supplement 
before  the  book  appears.  I  do  not  think  it  was  very  civil  to  publish 
such  private  intelligence,  to  which  he  had  no  right  without  my  leave ; 
but  everybody  seems  to  think  he  may  do  what  is  good  in  his  own 
eyes.  I  saw  the  other  day,  in  a  collection  of  seats  (exquisitely 
engraved)  a  very  rude  insult  on  the  Duke  of  Devondiire.  The 
designer  went  to  draw  a  view  of  Ghiswick,  without  asking  leave,  and 
was — ^not  hindered,  for  he  has  given  it ;  but  he  says  he  was  treated 
UUberalfyf  the  house  not  being  shown  without  tickets,  which  he  not 
only  censures,  but  calls  a  singularity,  though  a  frequent  practice  in 

other  places,  and  practised  there  to  my  knowledge  for  these  thirty 

.   >  '  Blographioa  AiModotei  of  WiUiun  Hogurtli,  with  a  Oatalogne  of  his  Woiki, 
chronologically  arranged,  and  occasional  Benuurki.'    A  third  edition,  enhtfged  and 
corrected,  was  published  in  1785.— CumiaoHAX. 
*  Joseph  Onlston,  Esq.,  an  eminent  portrait-collector.^CunriaoHAiL 
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U  vh^er  you  please  o?  npt,  and  by  the  a^o^  xiik^  I  siiKm^^  pofc 
^nythiqg  I^E^^  hk  pcdcots  ^^  he  liket.  I  4o  kmw>  by  e;qpieiieMe» 
what  a  gri^yanoe  it  13  to  h^ye  a  houBe  worQi  b^i^  eidm^  and  tbiiDg)& 
I  submit  in  oonsequenoe  te  great  inoonyeniipqeBy  they  4o  w>t  aayei 
me  from  many  rudenesses,  Mr.  Southeote'  w|i^  foroed  to  ^hiit  up 
his  garden,  for  the  sayages  who  came  as  oonqoinseiirs  tqribbled  a 
thousand  brutalities,  in  the  buildings,  upoi^  his  leligioE^  X  i^ywl^ 
at  Canons,  saw  a  beautiful  table  pf  onoptal  f^i^b^ster  thals  h»A 
^en  fplit  in  two  by  a  buok  in  boots  jump^  ^gi  ^^innMrdl  to  fdt 
^pon  it. 

X  hftye  placed  tl^  oaken  head  of  ^«^|y  the^  TIms^  ov(^  the  middle 
^reb  of  the  A,nnoary.  Pray  tell  me  wl^t,  the  obmrA  of  Bimi^w^ 
near  Oundle,  was,  whieh  his  Mqesty  ^d^^edt  Ml^  wh^nqe 
heado^me. 


9044.    T0  GHARLRB  Bl&DFORB,  BS%.< 

The  names  aiul  employments  of  my  servants  are  as  Ibllow: 
Philip  Golomb,  yale6-de«chamhrei  Daiid  MoonemA  and  Jamee 
Sibley,  footmen;  John  Oowie,  gardener ;^  and  John  JRenkikts,  ooadi- 
man.  Tou  will  be  so  good  as  to  enter  them  at  the  Excise  and  pay 
for  them  now,  and  every  year,  and  put  them  into  your  account. 
I  will  send  t)ie  account  myself  to  Bnsntford. 

Touis  «inceiely, 

H.  Walfolb. 


S046.    TO  THS  OOVHTBail  OP  0880AT. 

$pfxmfb^rfx  ffH  /une  20, 1781. 

I  KULL  not  be  able  to  wait  (m  your  Ladyship  yet,  for  my  niece 
Ledy  Aburia,  who.  has  had  a  bad  cold  tbaJt  haa  turned  to  a  cough,  ia 
coming  to  me  for  the  air.  I  expect  Mr.  ICason^  twh  who  hae  long 
promised  v^  %  visit.    If  unengaged,,  %  ^i^vidi  \^  Tmy,  glad  to  m^et 

'  Philip  Soutlieoit,  Eiq.,  of  Woohim  Aun,  Chertoer,  one  of  Ike  ftn*  plieot 
kaproTod  according  to  the  principles  of  modern  spyrdenin^.— Wuosffi 
*  Now  iint  published.-— GmisxyoBAii. 


imo  fo  Yn  ocmram  ot  onoiT.  it 

Aie  acwpny  70a  pNxptm  to  me;  n^  ikai  I  wvnt  iMlditional 

It  is  not  common  for  me,  M  adam,  to  send  yon  nQW9  £ram  (knnt, 
m  to  oooatrdniii^  whtt  is  flfd4  io  be  irmlMtiiig  Itoe ;  tet  fcr  <mee  I 
iriU  be  importewt-^HnUy  beoeneo  I  liew  netbiag  more  insignificant 
V^  tell  yen*  Be  aaemed*  theiefere^  tiieik  fhe  Empwur «  not  going  to 
siegnry  tKe  ftmciew  RoyaL  I  hate  been  at  the  PaTilicoa  fkia 
^fveoiag  iriib  tibe  Duke  «d  Ducbess:  hie  Boyal  Tligbiieai  is  already 
retonied  from  hie  estampore  jannt  to  Bnweb^  atnd  has  not  settkMl 
the  maiiiage^artiolea.  If  his  Higfanesa  has  retained  Oosar  in  onr 
ptty,  like  his  ancestor  Maziniilian^  it  is  more  than  I  am  at  Uberty 
to  dtedose.  Idaue  go  no  fortibcr  than  to  ad?iaB  yon  net  to  bny  into 
the  Stocks  npon  that  fHreaaxnptvm*  Mr.  Wfttall  may  be  more 
explicit,  even  in  the  House  ot  Oommons,  tiboogh  he  knows  no  more 
of  it  than  I  do.  Howeyer,  I  abe«ild  not  like  to  be  thought  totally 
ignorant,  as  I  observed  the  depth  of  politics  in  the  present  times  is 
to  seem  to  know  the  contrary  of  all  that  is  true — ^yet  why  should  I 
affect  more  hononis  than  I  eiyoy  f  Do  not  ^ey  seek  me  in  my 
humble  cellP  Do  not  I  want  all  my  philosophy  to  combat  the 
fumes  of  pride  P — ^In  a  word,  Princess  Sophia  has  invited  Tonton 
to  the  Pavilions ;  and  will  it  be  beHeved,  I  have  consented  to  carry 
him  f^  Hew  weak  is  mortal  man  1  That  /  should  live  to  let  my 
dDgbeacovtiBiiI  I  do  not  knew  how  others  fiael  on  sueh  eeoastons^ 
hut  for  my  part  I  cannot  act  this  renegade  part  with  rnn  tmen^ 
barrasBed  emmiemmee^  I  tremble  lest  Ifr.  Fox  should  wiite  a  note^ 
to  record  my  fidl  in  my  *  Boyal  and  NoUe  Aniiiors^'  wbtoDt  my 
Whiggism  is  the  most  af^Mureni  My  £stfaer  is  reported  to  have  said 
that  every  man  has  his  price.  You  see,  Madam,  my  dog  was  my 
vulnerable  pari  I  have  resisted  bribes  for  myself — ^I  wae  not  proof 
against  honours  for  Tonton.  Do  not  give  me  quito  up,  dear  Lady. 
Make  it  your  own  case;  if  Prince  Ootavius  was  to  offer  Lady 
Gertrude  his  hand  and  his  rattl^  could  you  find  in  your  heart  to 

^  ''1781,  JuM  aOk  Sold  bj  Mciloa  th*  lifanry  of  ChailM  Fox,  wbidi  htd  boon 
taken  in  ezeenftlon.  AmongBt  the  books  were  Mr.  Qibbon'i  first  Tolnme  of  '  Roman 
History/  wbich  appeared,  by  the  title-page,  to  have  been  given  by  the  author  to  Mr. 
Feis,  who  bad  written  in  it  the  following  anecdote :— «'  The  author  at  Brookea's  said 
there  was  no  sairation  for  this  country  till  six  heads  of  the  principal  persons  in  the 
Adminirtxation  were  laid  on  the  table;  elcTen  days  after,  this  same  gentleman 
aooepted  the  plaoe  of  Lord  of  Trade  under  those  very  Ministers,  and  has  acted  with 
them  erer  since  I '  Sueh  was  the  aridity  of  bidden  for  the  smallest  production  of  so 
wonderftil  a  genius,  that  by  the  addition  of  this  little  record,  the  book  sold  for  three 
fu&MaaT  B(fr,  WalpMtMS,  Notes,  quoted  in  BuaMll's  '  Fox,'  I  26(^.— CuvAurauAii. 
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refose  your  oonsiaiiiP  I  will  quit  this  tender  subject^  and  tell  you  an 
anecdote,  that  you  will  have  as  much  difficulty  to  beUeve  as  if  it  was 
in  the  *  Gazette.' 

A  few  eyemngs  ago  I  was  inyited  by  the  old  Lady  FitswiUiam'at 
Richmond  to  see  some  pictnxes  and  Japan  that  were  her  father's. 
Sir  Matthew  Decker.  I  asked  her  if  she  had  erer  happened  to  hear 
a  ridiculous  story  that  I  had  been  told  in  my  youth,  and  whidi  I 
concluded  had  only  been  a  joke.  It  was,  fliat  Sir  John  Gfeimaine, 
Lady  Betty's  husband,  had  been  so  exceedingly  ignorant,  that  he 
believed  his  countryman  Sir  Matthew  (they  were  both  Dutch)  was 
author  of  *  St.  Ma^eVs  GospeL'  She  replied  directly,  '*  It  is  so 
true,  that  Sir  John  had  thenee  conceiyed  such  a  reverence  for  my 
jhther's  piety,  that  he  left  him  2001.  to  be  distributed  amongst  poor 
Dutch?"  Now,  Madam,  what  stoiy  is  improbable  after  this? 
Nor  is  it  possible  to  add  anything  after  it. 


2046.    TO  THE  SABL  OF  OHABLEMOKT. 

Strawberry  HiU,  Jul^  1, 17S1. 

I  HAVB  been  exceedingly  flattered,  my  Lord,  by  reoeiving  a 
present  from  your  Lordship,  which  at  once  proves  that  I  retain 
a  place  in  your  Lordship's  memory,  and  you '  think  me  worthy  oi 
reading  what  you  like.  I  could  not  wait  to  give  your  Lordship  a 
thousand  thaiiks  for  so  kind  a  mark  of  your  esteem  till  I  had  gone 
through  the  volume,  which  I  may  venture  to  say  I  shall  admire,  as 
I  find  it  contains  some  pieces  which  I  had  seen,  and  did  admire, 
without  knowing  their  author.  That  approbation  was  quite  unpartiaL 
Perhaps  my  future  judgment  of  the  rest  will  be  not  a  little  pre- 
judiced, and  yet  on  good  foundation;  for  if  Mr.  Preston'  has  retained 
my  sufi&*age  in  his  favour  by  dedicating  his  poems  to  your  Lordship, 
it  must  at  least  be  allowed  that  I  am  biassed  by  evidence  of  his 
taste.  He  would  not  possess  the  honour  of  your  friendship  unless 
he  deserved  it ;  and,  as  he  knows  you,  he  would  not  have  ventured 
to  prefix  your  name,  my  Lord,  to  poems  that  did  not  deserve  your 
patronage.    I  dare  to  say  they  will  meet  the  approbation  of  better 

^  Decker's  daughter  died  March  8, 17S6|  aooording  to  her  monument  in  BichmonJ 
Chu'cbjrard* 

'  William  Preston,  Esq.,  a  yonng  Irish  gentleman,  of  whom  Jjord  Charlemont  had 
become  the  friend  and  patron.  He  afterwards  published  '  Thoughts  on  Lyric  Poetry, 
with  an  Ode  to  the  Moon ; '  an  '  Essay  on  Ridicole,  Wit,  and  Humour ; '  and  a 
translation  of  the  '  Aigonantics '  of  Apollonius  Rhodina.    He  died  in  1807. — Wiugbt. 
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judges  than  I  can  pretend  to  be.    I  baye  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
greatest  respect,  esteem,  and  gratitude. 


S047.    TO  THB  BEY.  WILUAM  MABOK. 

Stnwberry  BiU,  Jvk^  8, 178L 

It  would  be  yery  dissonant,  from  my  impatience  to  see  you,  if  I 
bad  suffered  anjrtldng  to  interfere  with  my  readiness  to  receiye  you 
tlie  momoit  you  are  ready  to  come  to  me.  You  will  find  me  alone 
from  this  instant  to  your  arriyal,  and  for  as  long  afterwards  as  you 
will  stay  with  me; — yes,  quite  alone,  unless  you  persuade  Mr. 
Stonhewer  to  accompany  you,  which  would  make  me  still  happier. 

I  haye  found  your  emendations  of  *  The  Mysterious  Mother ; ' 
but  as  to  inserting  them  iu  the  text,  it  is  now  impossible,  for  the 
whole  impression  was  printed  off  in  a  week  after  it  was  deliyered  to 
Dodsley,  as  I  then  thought  I  should  scarce  be  able  to  get  the  start 
of  the  spurious  edition.  Luckily  my  Adyertisement  stopped  that ; 
which  shows  it  was  an  interested  job,  and  perhaps  I  may  be  able  to 
ayoid  publishing  at  all:  if  I  must,  Ishall  certainly  beg  your  leayeto 
add  your  emendations.  I  told  you  at  first  most  sincerely,  that  I  think 
they  are  as  fall  proof  of  your  genius  as  you  oyer  gaye ;  and  I  shall 
not  selfishly  stifle  them  to  ayoid  seyerity  to  myself.  My  Play  has 
been  already  so  public,  that  I  can  neyer  totally  suppress  it :  it  is 
said  to  be  printing  in  Ireland :  nay,  I  think  it  will  be  more  to  my 
honour  to  adopt  your  corrections  than  not,  as  to  own  one's  errors  is 
some  merit ; — ^but  enough  of  this. 

I  wrote  my  letter  last  night,  and  had  sealed  it ;  but  open  it  again 
to  tell  you,  that  if  you  should  be  arriyed  by  Friday,  and  ready  to 
come  to  me,  you  would  find  some  company  that  day  who  propose  to 
dine  with  me,  of  which  I  receiyed  notice  this  morning.  I  giye  you 
tiiis  notice  that  you  might  not  think  I  deceiyed  you.  Do  send  me 
a  line  beforehand  when  I  shall  see  you,  that  I  may  not  eyen  be 
engaged  to  dine  out. 


BfmkQE  WALPOIilB  l4lTnB&  [ir«u 


2048.    TO  THS  OOUNTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Strawberry  HtU,  Jvly  4, 1781. 

I  EVERY  day  grow  too  wary,  Madam,  to  dip  myself  in  promises  of 
visits  at  the  least  distance  of  place  or  time ;  and  expect  to  make  few 
more,  80  little  I  can  depend  on  my  healthy  thoogk  for  the  last  six 
months  it  has  been  very  flonrishing ;  but  at  preseHI  it  has  pulled  mer 
by  the  sleeve,  or  rather  by  the  knee^  where  I  hav^  got  the  rheuma-' 
tism,  by  patting  on  thinner  stockings  on  sultry  Satuidayi  and  saunter- 
ing in  the  dew  till  between  nine  and  ten.  I  thought  it  would  hava 
obliged  me  to  receive  on  my  couch  a  stately  visit  yesterday  from  tha 
upright  Dowager  of  Beaufort  and  Lady  Betty  Comptouy  who  break- 
&sted  with  me ;  and,  as  everybody  is  a  candidate  for  the  latter's 
hand,  it  would  have  been  mortifying  to  be  lame  when  I  had  so  tua 
an  opportunity  of  entering  the  lists.  However,  I  made  shift  to  go 
through  every  room  of  the  house,  and  should  not  have  despairedi  i^ 
unluckily.  Lady  Hertford  had  not  proposed  to  go  to  the  Cihapel  in 
the  garden,  winch  reduced  me  to  use  my  stick,  and  I  doubt  left  the 
prize  still  to  be  contended  for  by  Lord  Qeorge  CavendiBhi  Lord 
Fairford,  and  my  great  nephew  Gholmondeley,  who,  I  hear,  fother 
day  forgot  himself,  and  squeeaed  the  mother's  hand  instead  of  tfae 
daughter's^  Oh  I  what  consequences  might  have  ensued^  had  sueh  a 
fit  of  absence  seized  him  with  another  Duchess  Dowager  of  jB  / 

My  niece  [Lady  Maria]  left  me  last  night»  quite  recovered.  Her 
sisters  fetched  her  away;  Captain  Waldegrave  came  to  us  the 
evening  before,  and  returned  with  them.  He  is  follen  away,  and 
shows  how  hard  big  seniee  has  been.  In  short,  aU  one  sees  and 
hears  from  the  Betom  is  a  tale  of  distresses  beyond  belief  1  T'other 
day  I  was  told  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  in  the  vietwrku^  Bimy  of  the 
conquiwor  Comwallis^  whieh  saad» — **  I  expect  to  date  my  netit  fixaa 
tiie  prison  at  Boston  I" 

Did  your  Ladyship  hear  of  a  Prince  Sulkowski,  who  was  lately  m. 
England  P  He  was  competitor  with  the  present  King  for  the  crown 
of  Poland,  is  hideous,  and  eovered  with  brilliants.  GFeorge  Selwyn 
said  he  had  never  before  seen  a  monster  set  in  diamonds.  This 
opulent  Palatine  came,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  with  his  reine  manquSef 
to  see  Strawberry,  and  was  admitted  without  a  ticket,  as  all  foreigners 
are.  I  was  not  here ;  he  left  a  card  with  all  his  titles,  as  Prince  of 
Thiski,  Duke  of  Thatski,  &a,  to  thank  me  in  the  name  of  all  Europe 
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ftir  file  fioee  iiigreiB  of  strangon.  It  leeiDt  tha  pnt  of  hk  rerenaes 
in  fpede  (finr  ii  wmU  be  oombenometo  gire  a  kandfal  of  peaaante 
to  every  hooeekeeper)  is  rigidly  eocMMOiio  (vnleai  yoa  reckon  tha 
list  of  tiUes  on  kii  oartb).  On  Margaret  he  bestowed  four  and 
aJTpfnee,  baraig  apprcquriated  but  ire  shillings  to  this  yidU  of 
whieh,  pnidenily  reieetiBg  that  he  au^t  be  orertamed,  or  kae  a 
wheel,  he  retained  one  sixpence ;  howeyer,  being  asked,  like  the 
Dnehess  of  Beadbiti  to  ¥iait  the  Chapel,  he  surmounted  his  sagei 
lesstye,  and  geneiaadj  eonfened  &at  sizpenee  on  fte  gardener  I 

The  Crown  of  PoUnd,  renal  twice  an  age, 
,  ToJniltlvatMyikmBattiitedBiodaalGtgeb 

1 8a|^K)se  it  is  cheaper  since  the  partition. 

I  do  not  in  the  least  know  who  Perlin  was  ^t  wrote  travels,  of 
which  it  is  necessary  to  unriddle  the  names.  Pray  tell  me  who  he 
was,  and  as  I  suppose  he  lived  ages  ago,  what  he  expended  on 
^tmderges.  Lord  Ossory  shall  certainly  have  Hentzner,'  and  as  seon 
as  he  pleases,  if  your  Ladyship  will  teU  me  how  to  send  him. 

Do  not  be  afraid,  you  shall  not  be  plagued  with  Tonton,  though  I 
assure  you  he  has  a  very  decent  privy  purse  for  his  travels ;  but  I 
recollect  that  my  uncle  Horace  used  to  say  that  Mademoiselle 
Furniture  does  not  love  dogs ;  which  makes  me  allow  Tonton 
handsomely,  that  he  may  silence  such  tattling  housekeepers  as 
Margaret 

aeiSL  TO  am  HOBixn  kasv. 

AhModefry  HiU,  Jvly  5, 17S1. 

YauRla«ti»ofthe26thof  May,andmineof  theSthof  June:  smce 
that,  I  haye  had  no  public  new*  to  tell  you.  Gazettes  will,  per- 
haps^ huve  made  you  think  that  the  Duke  of  Gloucester's  visit  to  the 
Empever  wa^-poUtLoaL  If  it  was,  the  business  was  deipatched  in  an 
instanti  lor  ap  visit  was  ever  shorter.  Nothing  has  come  to  my 
knowledge  irn  that  looks  towards  peaoe ;  but  indeed  nothing  does 
aome  to  s^  knowledgp,  nor  da  I  inquire  about  anything  else.  The 
wac  is.not  eprep. entestaining ;  nothing  bnt  miscarriagps  and  drawn 
battles.  I  believe  the  expense  of  <he  sum  total  will  be  the  only 
striking  event. 

>  'B^ttl  HeatoMT't  Joiuaey  ia  Bm^aid in  Uui  jmt  lSOVl»«ni^  at  Siawbenj 
HUL— R.  Vbrxoi  Smith. 
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Yon  are,  as  usual,  yery  kind  abmt  the  BoUe  estate;*  but  ba 
assured  I  shall  never  conoem  myself  about  it  All  my  views  for  my 
fiunily  were  out  iq)  by  the  roots  when  the  piotures  were  sold;  nor 
would  I,  for  the  world,  make  interest  to  influence  my  Lord's  will,, 
even  were  I  younger.  You  say  he  is  kinder  to  me — ^yes,  to  serva 
himsel£  If  my  real  services  have  had  so  little  weight,  I  will  not  be 
obliged  to  him  indirectly,  nor  will  I  stoop  to  court  his  rascally 
creatures.  Oh  I  my  dear  sir,  I  am  sixty-four,  and  am  infirm  and 
breaking.  I  do  not  look  beyond  the  life  of  a  younger  man,  nor  have 
a  single  view  left ;  scarce  a  wish  but  to  pass  the  short  remainder  in 
tranquillity,  and,  as  much  as  I  can,  without  pain,  and  with  preserva- 
tion of  my  senses. 

You  are  quite  mistaken  about  the  descent  of  the  barony  of  Clinton. 
Should  my  Lord  leave  every  shilling  to  his  father's  relations,  that 
peerage,  coming  by  his  motlier,  would  go  away.  Another  barony, 
that  of  Say  and  Sele,  has  just  now  been  adjudged  to  a  Mr.  Twisleton 
and  occasioned  examination  into  the  honours  that  have  been  in  the 
earldom  of  Lincoln.  It  struck  me  that  the  barony  of  Clinton,  if 
Lotd  Orford  dies  without  children,  would  revert  to  the  present  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  and  thence  to  Lady  Lincoln's  only  child,  a  daughter. 
I  mentioned  this  to  her  father,  Lotd  Hertfotd ;  he  has  had  the  pedi- 
gree sifted,  and  it  comes  out  that  I  was  in  the  right,  though  it 
had  occurred  to  nobody  else ;  so  I  have  at  least  contributed  to  give 
a  peerage  to  one  of  my  relations. 

But  I  ought  not  to  have  wandered  so  &r  when  1  was  thanking 
you  for  a  friendly  hint ;  but  should  have  thanked  you  for  a  positive 
present.  You  told  me,  months  ago,  that  you  had  sent  me  a  lump  of 
crystal  before  my  last  positive  prohibition.  That  lump  I  have  just 
received,  and  what  you  spoke  of  so  irreverently  proves  a  beautiful 
sculptured  vase  of  ix>ck  crystal  There  is  no  end  of  your  gifts ;  but 
there  must  be.  Itemember,  reflect,  how  little  time  I  may  have  to 
enjoy  them :  they  will  only  figure  in  my  inventory  at  my  deatL 

The  Duchess  Dowager  of  Beaufort  break&sted  here  the  other  day, 
and,  after  inquiring  about  you  most  particularly,  told  me  the  transport 
you  expressed  on  attaining  the  silver  chest  of  Benvenuto  Cellini  for 
me.  Oh  I  how  sad  is  the  thought  that  you  are  %ewT  to  see  your 
presents  arranged  and  displayed  here^  witli  all  the  litQe  Honour  I 

^  The  estate  of  the  BoUee  was  oome  to  Lord  Orford  on  his  mothei^s  death,  and  he 
had  power  to  eot  off  the  entail,  and  leare  it  to  whom  he  pleased,  as  well  as  the 
Walpole  estate.— Walfoul 
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can  eoEnfer  an  fhem ;  bat  they  are  all  reeoxded  in  my  Oatalogne,  and 
whoever  reads  it  will  think  I  had  no  shame  or  gratitude.  To  put  a 
stop  to  yonr  magnifioenoe,  I  must  be  bmtal,  and  treat  you  as  Lord 
Hnnsdon  did  Qoeen  Elizabeth,  when  she  laid  the  robes  of  an  earl  oa 
his  death-bed  I  must  finish,  for  I  am  at  this  instant  in  pain  with 
fhe  rhenrnatiHTn,  and  going  to  bed.    I  wish  ns  both  a  good  night. 

The  town  says,  Lord  Midgraye  is  returned  from  a  design  against 
Flushing,  which  fsdled,  as  his  pilots  were  so  ignorant  I  hear,  too, 
that  an  aocount  came  to-day  of  the  junction  of  Lord  Comwallis  and 
Arnold  in  Virginia,  which  will  reyiye  our  hopes — ^to  be  again  dis* 
appointed.    The  Parliament  will  adjourn  next  week. 

This  was  an  Aan^'osuvre,  and  jou  must  excuse  my  brevity. 


2050.  TO  THE  BEY.  WILLUM  COLE. 

Skrawberry  HiXL,  Jtdy  7, 1781. 

Mt  good  Sir,  you  forget  that  I  have  a  cousin,  eldest  son  of  Lord 
Walpole,*  and  of  a  marriageable  age,  who  has  the  same  Christian 
name  as  L  The  Miss  Churchill  he  has  married  is  my  niece,  second 
dau^ter  of  my  sister  Lady  Mary  Churchill ;  so  that  if  I  were  in 
my  dotage,  I  must  have  looked  out  for  another  bride — ^in  short,  I 
hope  you  will  have  no  occasion  to  wish  me  joy  of  any  egregioua 
folly.  I  do  congratulate  you  on  your  better  health,  and  on  the 
Duke  of  Rutland's  civilities  to  you.  I  am  a  little  surprised  at  his 
brother,  who  is  a  seaman,  having  a  propensity  to  divinity,  and 
wraider  you  object  to  it ;  the  church  navigant  would  be  an  extension 
of  its  power.  As  to  orthodoxy,  excuse  me  if  I  think  it  means  nothing 
at  all  but  every  man's  own  opinion.  Were  every  man  to  define  his 
fiuth,  I  am  persuaded  that  no  two  men  are  or  ever  were  exactly  of 
Hie  same  opinion  in  all  points ;  and  as  men  are  more  angry  at  others 
for  differing  with  them  on  a  single  pointy  than  satisfied  with  their 
concurrence  in  all  others,  each  would  deem  eveiybody  else  a  heretio. 
Old  or  new  opinions  are  exactly  of  the  same  authority,  for  every 
opinion  must  have  been  new  when  first  started ;  and  no  man  has 
nor  ever  had  more  right  than  another  to  dictate,  unless  inspired 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  disagreed  from  the  earliest  time,  and  who  can 
be  sure  which  was  in  the  right  P  and  if  one  of  the  apostles  was  in 
the  wrong,  who  may  not  be  mistaken  P  When  you  will  tell  me 
which  was  the  orthodox,  and  which  the  heterodox  apostle,  I  will 
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allow  that  yum  know  wbat  orfliodoiy  is.'  Ton  and  I  are  pailiapB 
tine  two  pepiona  who  agroe  ihe  beat  wifli  terjr  diffartet  wqra  ui 
tiiiddng;  and  perhaps  the  tvaaoii  is,  that  we  haye  a  mntnal  eateem 
fi>r  each  oiher^B  smoerityy  and,  from  an  ezperionoe  of  more  than 
forty  yearsy  at«  pensoaded  that  neither  of  ns  has  any  interested 
views.*  For  my  own  part,  I  oonfras  honestly  that  I  am  fur  from 
having  the  same  charity  for  those  whom  I  sospeet  of  mercenary 
views.  If  Dr.  Butler,  when  a  private  dergyman,  wrote  Whig 
pamphlets,  and  when  Bishop  of  Oxford  preaches  Tory  mnaMHis,  I 
Aonld  not  tell  him  that  he  does  not  know  what  orthodoicy  is,  but 
I  am  convinced  he  does  not  care  what  it  is.  The  Ddce  of  Bntland 
seems  mn<di  more  liberal  than  Butlef  or  I,  when  he  is  so  <ttvil  to 
you,  though  you  voted  against  his  brother.  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  his  Ghrace,  but  I  respect  his  behaviour ;  he  is  above  prejudices. 

The  story  of  poor  Mr.  Cotton*  is  shocking,  whichever  way  it 
happened,  but  most  probably  it  was  acddeni 

I  am  ashamed  at  the  price  of  my  book,  though  not  my  &ult;  but 
I  have  so  often  been  guilty  myself  of  giving  ridiculous  prices  for 
rarities,  though  of  no  intriimie  value,  that  I  must  tot  eondeioji  the 
same  felly  in  o&ers.  Eterythi^g  tells  me  ho w  silly  I  ani  I  I  prelMd( 
to  reason,  and  yet  am  a  vhrtuose  I  Why  should  I  presume  tiiat,  aff 
sixty-four,  I  am  too  wise  to  marry  t  and  Was  you^  who  know  se^ 
many  of  my  weaknesses,  in  the  wrong  to  suspeet  me  ol  one  more  f 
Oh  I  no,  my  good  friend :  nor  do  I  see  anything  in  yomr  bdief  of  it, 
but  the  kindness  with  nineh  you  wish  me  feKeity  on  the  dccasion. 
I  heartily  ihank  you  for  it,  send  am  most  cordially  yours. 

^  Ob  Lofd  iMidwIeliV  ^bsttH^r  ils^  li#  did  not  kaoir  tbs  (^Stotttie  b^imtm 
«rtliodoB7  And  htkttoAcxf,  BlAof  WMborioB  is  laid  to  hare  replied,  "  Orthodoacyf. 
my  lordi  ii-mj  doxy,  and  heterodoxy  ie  another  man's  doxy." — Weioht. 

*  Cole,  in  a  tetter  to  Mr.  Ooogh,  of  the  lOth  of  Angost^  says,  '^  Mr.  Walpole  and 
ftyself  an  aa  wppoiH^  in  politick  mattaMi  as  posalble ;  yet  we  eontinme  frienda. 
Tour  political  and  religions  opinions  possibly  may  be  as  dissimilar;  yet  I  hope  wa 
diall  dl  meet  in  a  better  world,  and  be  happy."-*- WmioBT. 

*^  HIdeat  son  of  Sir  John  Oetftoa,  aeeideata%  ItflM  wtdlai  shooUag  la  kit  firfher^S 
peods  aA  Madingjeyw—Waiwwi 
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MB.  vo  xsi  ooiansiM>  <»  osbobt. 

,  Birqimbeny  ffSU,  Juliy  7/1781. 

You  muirt  be,  or  wUl  be,  tP^  <if  .?97,  l^^t6pBfr  Madani;  eyeiy  one  ia 
a  ocKiitra4ictipn  to  tl^  last;  tber^^s  ^IternAtetyii^  layer  of  cqinplaintsi 
and  a  li^jer  of  fbolidi  spirits.  To«-day  the  wmd  is  again  in  tlie 
dolorous  oomer.  For  tbese  foiu  days  I  have  been  oon^ed  witlv 
a  pain  and  swelling  ii^  my  fetce.  llie  apotbecary  says  it  is  owing 
to  ihe  long  drought ;  bat  as  I  should  not  eat  grass  were  there  ever 
aooh  plenty,  and  as  my  oows,  though  starving,  have  no  swelled 
cheeks,  I  do  not  believe  him.  I  hpmbly  attribute  my  frequent 
disorders  to  my  longevity,  and  to  that  Proteus  the  gout,  who  is  not 
the  less  hinlsdf  for  being  incog.  Excuses  I  have  worn  out,  and, 
therefore,  will  not  ijoa^b^  aiQr  for  i^ot  obeying  your  kind  invitation  again 
to  AmpthilL  I  .can  only  say,  I  go  nowhere,  even  where  Tonton  is 
invited*-except  to  bal]&— and  yet  though  I  am  the  last  Yestris  that 
has  appeared.  Mis.  Hobart  did  not  invite  me  to  her  $ans  80uci  last 
week,  though  she  ha4  all  my  other  juvenile  contemporaries,  Iiady 
Berkeley,  Lady  Fiteroy,  Lady  Margaret  Compton,  and  Mrs.  French^ 
&c  Perhaps  you  do  not  know  that  the  lady  of  the  fite^  having 
made  as  many  conquests  as  the  King  of  Prussia,  has  borrowed  the 
name  of  that  hero's  villa  for  her  hut  on  Ham  Common,  where  she 
has  built  two  large  rooms  of  timber  under  a  cabbage.  Her  field- 
offioers.  General  French,  General  Oompton,  &c,  were  sweltered  in 
the  ball-room,  and  then  frozen  at  supper  in  tqnts  on  the  grass.  She 
herself,  as  intrepid  as  King  Frederic,  led  the  ball,  though  dying  of 
the  toothache,  which  she  had  endeavoured  to  drown  in  laudanum ; 
but  she  has  kept  her  bed  ever  since  the  campaign  ended. 

This  is  all  I  know  in  the  world,  for  the  war  seeujis  to  have  taken 
laudanum  too,  and  to  keep  its  bed. 

I  have  received  a  letter  to-day  from  Sir  Horace  Hi^i;^,  who  tells 
me  the  Ghreat-Duke  has  been  making  wondrous  improvemenis  at 
Florence.  He  has  made  a  passage  through  the  Tribune,  and  built 
a  brave  new  French  room  of  stucco  in  white  and  gold,  and  placed 
ijie  Niobe  in  it ;  but  as  everybody  is  tired  of  her  telling  her  old 
atory,  she  and  all  the  Master  and  Miss  Niobos  are  orderly  disposed 
round  the  chamber,  and  if  anybody  asks  who  they  are,  I  suppose 
fhey  answer,  Francis  Charles  Ferdinand  Ignatius  Neopomucenus,  or 
Maria  Theresa  Christina  Beatrice,  &o.    Well,  Madam,  have  I  any 

TOIb    Till.  V 
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oanse  to  sigh  that  fhe  piotores  at  Houghton  are  transported  to  the 
North  Pole,  if  the  Tribtine  at  Florence  is  demolished  by  Vandals, 
and  Niobe  and  her  progeny  danoe  a  coHlbm  f  O  sablnnary  grandeur, 
flhort-liyed  as  a  butterfly  I  We  smile  at  a  down  who  graves  the 
initials  of  his  name  or  the  shape  of  his  shoe  on  the  leads  of  a  church, 
in  hopes  of  being  rem^nbered,  and  yet  he  is  as  much  known  as  king 
I  don't  know  whom,  who  built  the  Pjrramids  to  eternise  his  memory. 
Methinks  Anaoreon  was  the  only  sensible  philosopher.  If  I  lored 
wine,  and  should  look  well  in  a  chaplet  of  roses,  I  would  crown 
myself  with  flowers,  and  go  drunk  to  bed  every  night  mns  witd. 


S062.    TO  TUB  OOUKTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

StrawUny  HtU,  Jtdy  17, 1781. 

I  DID  not  mean,  Madam,  that  I  should  be  confined  to  London  iSl 
Lord  Orford's  business  is  settled ;  if  I  did  say  so,  I  expressed  mjrself 
ill,  as  I  wrote  in  a  great  hurry.  On  the  contrary,  as  Mr.  Monice 
is  so  much  nearer  to  me,  I  believe  our  meetii:^  will  be  at  the 
Qrove,  unless  when  necessary  to  go  to  town  to  see  the  lawyers,  who 
have  not  yet  given  in  the  respective  claims  for  which  we  are  waiting. 
Cavalier  Mozzi  has  complained  so  much  of  delays,  that  I  did  not 
care  to  be  out  of  the  way,  and  have  any  imputed  to  me.  Indeed,  at 
present,  is  is  impossible  for  me  to  stir ;  Lady  Aylesbury  comes  to 
me  to-morrow,  and  I  am  still  so  lame  with  my  rheumatism,  that  it 
is  near  three  weeks  that  I  have  not  been  round  my  own  garden. 

Your  Lad3rship  and  Lord  Ossory  are  very  kind  to  think  on  me,  but 
I  am  grown  such  old  lumber,  as  to  be  fit  for  nothing  but  a  garret 
Were  I  as  young  as  my  brother,  who  is  eleven  years  older,  I  might 
be  amusing.  I  sat  in  admiration  of  his  spirits  and  humour  for  two 
hours  the  other  night,  when  I  was  scarce  able  to  open  my  lips.  He 
described  having  been  to  see  his  new  house  at  Isleworfh,  after  not^ 
having  been  out  of  his  own  doors  since  April  twelvemonth.  He 
said  he  was  so  surprised  himself,  that  he  could  not  believe  he  was 
there,  and  asked  who  thai  was,  and  that  they  assured  him  it  was  he 
himself.  For  my  part,  I  shall  sooner  take  myself  for  nobody,  than 
for  anybody  else :  perhaps  when  I  am  a  ghost,  I  shall  take  myself 
for  something,  and  looft  at  Ampthill,  and  even  Lady  Gertrude  will 
not  be  frightened,  as  I  shall  be  very  little  less  than  I  am. 


1791.]  TO  T»s  ooimnss  Of  osaosT.  ei 


Km.    TO  J0H9  USKDSBSOK,  JBBO^ 

Sirawbenf  HitL  Juby  18, 1731. 

I  WBOTB  a  week  ago  to  Mr.  Ilarris  with  the  offer  of  Mr.  Jephson's 
play,  but  haye  receiyed  no  answer  at  alL  I  condude  Mr.  Harris 
is  in  the  country,  as  at  least  he  would  haye  been  so  ciyil  as  to  say, 
No.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  tell  me  by  a  line  whether  I 
guess  rightly?  or  if  you  haye  heard  anything  about  itP  I  know 
Mr.  Jephson  will  be  impatient,  and  when  I  haye  done  a  disagreeable 
thing  merely  to  oblige  him,  I  should  be  sorry  to  haye  him  think  I 
had  neglected  it  I  beg  your  pardon  for  all  the  trouble  I  haye 
giyen  and  giye  yoU|  and  am,  Sir, 

Tour  obliged  humble  seryant, 

Hoe.  Walpolb. 


M64.    TO  TH£  COUNTESS  OF  0S80BT. 

Strawberry  Hitt,  July  25, 1781. 

PboB  human  nature,  what  a  contradiction  it  is  I  to-day  it  is  all 
rheumatism  and  morality,  and  sits  with  a  death's  head  before  it : 
to-morrow  it  is  dancing  I — Oh !  my  Lady,  my  Lady,  what  will  you 
say,  when  the  next  thing  you  hear  of  me  after  my  last  letter  is,  that 
I  haye  danced  three  country-dances  with  a  whole  set,  forty  years 
younger  than  mysdf  I  Shall  not  you  think  I  haye  been  chopped  to 
shreds  and  boiled  in  Medea's  kettle  ?  Shall  not  you  expect  to  see 
a  print  of  Yestris  teaching  me  P — and  Lord  Bmdenell  dying  with 
enyy  ?  You  may  stare  with  all  your  expressiye  eyes,  yet  the  fact 
is  ^e.  Danced — ^I  do  not  absolutely  say,  danced — ^but  I  swam 
down  three  dances  yery  gracefully,  with  the  air  that  was  so  much 
in  fSuhion  after  the  battle  of  Oudenarde,  and  that  was  still  taught 
whan  I  was  fifteen,  and  that  I  remember  General  GhurohilliNraotising 
before  a  g^ass  in  a  gouty  shoe. 

To  be  sure  you  die  with  impatienoe  to  know  the  partkulars. 
You  must  know  then — ^for  aU  my  reyels  must  out — ^I  not  only  went 
fiye  miles  to  Lady  Aylesfbrd's  Imll  last  Friday,  but  my  nieces  the 
Waldegrayes  deedred  me  there  to  let  them  come  to  me  for  a  fow 

^  Now  fini  i»«blUlied.*CvnmiaaAV. 


m  HOSAOI  WALPOLTS  IMnUL  t^™ 

days,  u  they  had  been  disappointed  aboat  a  vimt  they  were  to  make 
at  another  plaoe ;  bat  that  is  neither  here  nor  there.  Well,  here 
th^  are,  and  last  night  ire  went  to  Lady  Hertfind  at  Diitou.    Socai 

after,  Lady  North  and  her  daughters  arrived,  and  besides  Lady 
Elinftbeth  and  Lady  Bel  Conwaya,  there  were  their  brothers  Hugh 
and  George.  All  the  jeuneise  strolled  about  the  garden-  We 
anoients,  with  the  Earl  and  Colonel  ffeene,  retired  from  the  dew  into 
the  drawing-room.  Soon  after,  the  two  youths  and  seven  nymphs 
came  in,  and  shut  the  door  of  the  hall.  In  a  moment  we  heard  a 
burst  of  laughter,  and  thought  we  distinguished  something  like  the 
scraping  of  a  fiddle.  My  curiosity  was  raised,  I  opened  the  door 
and  found  four  couples  and  a  half  standing  up,  and  a  miserahlo 
violin  from  the  ale-house.  "Oh,"  said  I,  "Lady  Bel  shall  not  want  a 
partner ; "  I  threw  away  my  stick,  and  J»e  mili  dausant  coming  uit 
charme  !  At  the  end  of  the  third  dance,  Lord  North  and  his  son, 
in  boots,  arrived.  "  Come,"  aaid  I,  "  my  Lord,  yoo  may  dance,  if  I 
have  " — but  it  ended  in  my  rttigtting  my  plaee  to  his  son. 

Lady  North  has  invited  us  for  to-morrow,  and  I  shall  reserve  the 
rest  of  my  letter  fer  tJie  seoond  volnme  of  my  regeneration ;  how- 
ever, I  declare  I  will  not  danee.  I  will  not  make  myself  too  cheap ; 
I  should  have  the  Prince  of  Walca  sending  for  me  three  or  four 
times  a  week  to  hops  in  Eastcheap.  As  it  is,  I  feel  I  shall  have 
some  difficulty  to  return  to  my  old  dow^;erB,  at  the  Duchess  of 
Montrose's,  and  shall  be  humming  the  Bempdressers ;  when  they  are 
scolding  me  for  playing  iu  Sush. 

Fridag,  a»  ntk. 

I  am  not  only  a  prophet^  bat  have  more  command  of  my  passions 
than  such  impetuous  gentry  as  prophets  are  apt  to  have.  We  fi»md 
the  fiddles  as  I  foretold ;  and  yet  I  kept  my  reM^ntion  and  did  not 
donoe,  though  the  Sirens  invited  me,  and  thou^  it  would'  have 
shocked  the  dignity  of  old  Tifiany  EIUs,  who  would  have  thought 
it  an  indeoomm.  The  two  younger  Norths  and  Sir  Balph  Payne 
supplied  my  |dBoe.  I  played  at  oiibb^^  with  die  matrons,  and  we 
came  away  at  midnight.  So  if  I  now  and  then  do  out  a  oolf  s  tooth, 
I  have  it  drawn  immediately.  I  do  nst  know  a  paragraph  of  newa 
— the  nearer  the  minister,  the  &i&er  from  politios. 

PB.  Hy  next  jubilee  dancing  shall  be  with  Lady  Gertrude. 


1761.]  fO  8IE  HOHAUl  MANtf. 


iOML    VO  THB  BIT.  WILLIAM  OOLB. 

BtrmAeny  BiA,  My  26, 1781. 

I  WILL  not  delay  thanh'ng  yoq,  dear  Siri  for  ^  seocmd  lettePf 
wliioh  you  wrote  out  of  kindness,  though  I  have  time  but  to  say  a 
word,  having  my  house  full  of  company.  I  think  I  have  somewhere 
or  other  mentioned  the  '  BobertuB  Comentarius/  (probably  on  some 
fixnner  information  from  you,  which  you  never  forget  to  give  me,) 
at  least  the  name  sounds  feuniliar  to  me ;  but  just  now  I  cannot 
consult  my  papers  or  books  from  the  impediment  of  my  guests.  As 
I  am  actually  preparing  a  new  edition  of  my  'Anecdotes,'  I  shall 
very  soon  have  occasion  to  searcL  I  am  sony  to  hear  you  complain 
of  the  gout,  but  trust  it  will  be  a  short  parenthesis. 

Yours  most  gratefully. 


/  2056.    TO  BIB  HOBAOB  HANK. 

Berhdey  Squan,  Aug,  \,  1781. 

Do  not  be  surprised  that,  though  I  write  so  fi^uently,  I  tell  you 
so  little  news :  I  know  none  but  what  you  see  in  all  the  papers. 
Tobago  is  allowed  to  be  taken  by  the  French,  and  there  is  scarce 
more  doubt  of  Pensacola  being  taken  by  the  Spaniards. 

Lord  Walpole's  son  was  married  last  week  to  my  niece,  Sophia 
ChurchilL  It  is  more  than  your  friend.  Sir  John  Dick,  is  to  his 
betrothed.  He  has  acted  very  foolishly,  both  in  engaging  and 
disengaging  himsel£  He  sent  his  future  bride  an  abrupt  letter, 
to  say  he  found  himself  too  old  and  infirm  to  proceed.  Did  not 
he  know  three  months  ago  that  he  was  sixiy-four  P  Some  say,  he 
discovered  that  Mademoiselle  was  not  very  fond  of  him :  did  he 
expect  she  would  be?  In  short,  it  is  unlucky  to  look  well  at  three- 
ioore,  for,  in  reality,  nobody  can  faU  in  love  with  one  at  that  age  but 
one's  sell 

I  have  not  received  'Qallum's  History,'  nor  heard  a  word  of 
its  arrival.  I  will  not  be  impatient,  lest,  as  I  am  on  the  brink  of 
sixty-four  too,  I  shoold  find  I  have  forgotten  my  Italian  and  cannot 
mjoy\L 


BOBAOB  VALFOLVB  LBmB& 


son.    TO  THB  BIT.  WIIiLIAX  HASOH. 

dkaMkny  BiU,  Aug.  IS,  1781. 

Don't  you  think  in  the  oaae  of  oorreepondenoe  that  it  is  worse  to 
adhere  to  tlie  letter  of  a  promise  than  to  hreak  it  You  decdred  me 
to  write  to  yoo,  but  yon  certainly  did  not  wish  I  shonid,  if  I  had 
nothing  to  say ;  yet  I  keep  my  word  most  oonsoientiously,  l«et  you 
should  think  me  negligent,  though  I  have  not  a  tittle  to  tell  yon.  I 
hare  heard  notJung  public  or  private,  but  of  the  ball  at  Windsor  on 
the  Prince's  birthday,  and  I  trust  you  do  not  care  a  straw  about 
that,  any  more  than  I  do.  The  Monarch  and  his  son  sail  to  the 
Nore  to-day  to  see  Parker's  flee^  and  I  snppcse  that  Parker's  fleet 
may  see  them,  and  what  then  ? — ^I  protest  my  imaginatioQ  cannut 
Huggeet  a  single  reflectitn  on  snoh  events ;  I  might  as  well  tell  yon 
what  I  had  for  dinner. 

Wliat  indeed  does  the  present  vast  scene  speak,  but  that  four 
or  five  great  nations  may  be  at  immense  expense  and  be  a 
prodigions  while  doing  nothing  ?  —  yes,  and  that  one  d  those 
natioDB  at  least  can  amuse  itself  in  tlie  mean  time  with  the  detaik 
of  a  hop,  and  the  circmnatanct'S  of  a  scuffle-  Don't  t«II  me, 
the  world  is  grown  an  old  fool,  and  the  '  Memoirs  of  P.  P.'  will 
be  as  important  as  the  History  of  the  present  age.  If  I  did 
anything  myself,  I  should  think  it  as  much  worth  sending  you  as 
the  Journal  of  Europe ;  but  alas !  like  other  Sovereigns,  and  con- 
sequently like  Harlequin  when  he  sat  on  a  throne  and  was  asked, 
Qiw/itm  In  ISl,  Harkquin  .'  I  answer,  Mai»  je  regne.  At  most,  by  my 
de  par  k  Rot,  I  have  printed  Mr.  Jones's  Ode,  and  have  a.  painter 
making  drawings  for  tho  Description  of  my  house  and  collectioQ — 
and  with  my  own  royal  hand  I  have  been  preparing  a  new  edition 
of  my  '  Painters ' — 

n«M  He  Imperial  VoAi  Mid  WMthf  Kfiw>-' 
If  you  say  no,  tell  me  what  they  do  better.    Ob  1  bat  the  Emperor  f 
— why,  he  is  running  about  and  Bowiog  sayings,  that  are  to  be  cited 
by  Diderot  and  D'Alembert   Howerer,  I  am  mistaken  if  he  turns  out 
anything  but  an  ape  of  the  King  of  Frusoo. 

I  hare  received  from  Brightelmstone  a  long  card  in  verse,  from 
Mr.  Hayley  to  Mr.  Qibbcm*  inviting  livy  to  dine  with  Virgil — but 
it  is  not  worth  sending  you ;  nor  do  I  know  anything  that  is  good,  if 
you  do,  now,  send  it  to  me. 

'  Fop*. CoMIUaBAM. 


L78L]  to  SIR  HOEAGK  HANK.  Tl 


iCM.    TO  SIB  HOBAOS  K^NN. 

5>iaJD6iitf  ffm,  Aug,  8S,  1781. 

YouB  last  but  one  mentioned  your  head  being  diaordered  by  the 
gout ;  but^  as  the  laat  said  nothing  of  it,  I  trust  it  was  a  very 
transient  attack. 

You  have  seen  in  the  papers  all  that  I  could  know  of  the  sea- 
fight  between  Parker  and  the  Dutch.  I  believe  neither  side  had 
cause  of  triumph :  howeyer,  we  boast  of  having  driven  back  their 
trading-vessels.  The  King  and  Prince  have  been  to  thank  the 
Admiral  and  fleet  The  vast  storm  that  hangs  over  Gibraltar  does 
not  seem  to  alarm  us.  Indeed,  they/  of  whose  judgment  I  have  an 
opinion,  do  not  believe  it  will  be  taken ;  however,  I  pity  the  brave 
men  who  are  cooped  up  in  it.  I  know  nothing  from  any  other 
quarter ;  but  everything  is  a  thiope  for  moralising,  from  Gibraltar 
to  the  Tribune  *  at  Florence.  If  that  inestimable  chamber  is  not 
inviolate,  what  mortal  structure  isP  Zoffany's  picture,  however, 
will  rise  in  value,  as  a  portrait  of  what  that  room  ira^;  yet  its 
becoming  more  precious  will  not,  I  doubt,  expedite  the  sale  of  it. 

It  is  pity  that  they  who  love  to  display  taste  will  not  be  content 
with  showing  their  genius  without  making  alterations,  and  then  we 
should  have  more  samples  of  the  styles  of  different  ages.  Some 
monuments  of  our  predecessors  ought  to  be  saored.*  Sir  William 
Stanhope  was  persuaded  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  and  Mr.  [  Welbore] 
Ellis  (the  present  possessor)  to  ti/iprofv  Pope's  garden  here  in  my 
neighbourhood.  The  poet  had  valued  himself  on  the  disposition  of 
it,  and  with  reason.  Though  containing  but  five  square  acres, 
enclosed  by  three  lanes,  he  had  managed  it  with  such  art  and 
deception,  that  it  seemed  a  wood^  and  its  boundaries  were  nowhere 
discoverable.*    It  i$  true,  it  was  closely  planted,  and  consequently 

'  Genenl  Conwmj. — WaxiPou. 

'  TIm  Ormt-Dolw  had  remored  many  of  the  eariodiiM,  and  praHqu^A  anollMr 
door  in  it,  to  that  it  was  become  a  paHage-room.— Walpolb. 
*  It  ii  gnatljr  to  be  regretted  that  Strawberry  HiU  waa  not  preoerred  intaei.-^ 

CuVVTirOBAM. 

^  Compare  letter  to  Mann,  Jane  20, 1700  (toL  iU.  p.  818).  "  There  was  a  littk 
afTeeted  modesty  in  Pope,  when  he  said,  of  all  hi*  works,  he  was  most  prond  of  hia 
Garden :  and  yet  it  was  a  singolar  effort  of  art  and  taste  to  oompress  so  ranch  Tariety 
and  seenery  into  fiye  aena  f  The  passing  throngh  the  gloom  l^m  the  grotto  to  the 
opening  day,  and  again  assembling  shades,  the  dnaky  groTes,  the  bcger  lawn,  and  the 
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damp.  Refined  taste  went  to  work :  ike  yooal  groves  were  {kinned, 
modisk  skrubs  replaced  tkem,  and  ligkt  and  tkree  lanes  broke  in ; 
and,  if  tke  Muses  wanted  to  tie  np  tkeir  garters,  tkere  is  not  a  nook 
to  do  it  witkout  being  dt^'cn.  !Poor  Niobe's  ckildren,'  wko  now  stand 
in  a  row,  as  if  saying  tbeop  cateckism,  will  know  kow  to  pity  tkem  I 
I  remember  a  stoiy  of  old  Tkoma?,  £(u:l  of  Pembroke :  be  one  day 
took  it  into  kis  grave  kead  to  give  eye-balls  witk  ckarqoal  to  all  kis 
statues  at  TVilton,  and  tken  called  kis  wife  and  daugkters  to  see 
kow  mudji  livelier  tke  gods,  goddesses,  and  emperors  were  grown  I 
lively,  indeed !  for  Mr.  Arundel,  kis  son-in-law,  kad  improved  on 
kis  Lordskip's  idea,  and  witk  tke  i^^e  ckarooal  kad  distributed 
wkole  tkickets  of  black  kair  over  tke  bodies  of  tke  wkole  marble 
assembly.  As  Niobe  and  tke  Misses  Niobes  are  in  a  French  room, 
tkey  may  come  off  for  a  quantity  of  rouge. 


SOff^.    TO  JOHK  HSKDERSOK,  B9Q.' 

/Strawberry  ffiU,  Amg,  2S,  1781. 

I HATB  leoeived  a  letter.  Sir,  Irom  Mr.  Jepkson  to  Mr.  Harris, 
wkidk  I  flatter  myself  will  promote  a  reconciliation  between  tkem ; 
but  I  tkink  it  will  be  better  if  I  deliver  it  myself.  Mr.  Harris  was 
80  obliging  as  to  promise  to  let  me  see  kim  at  kis  return  to  town, 
wkiok  I  conclude  must  now  be  near,  as  tke  season  approackes  of 
opening  tke  tkeatres.  I  will  be  muck  obliged  to  you,  tkerefore. 
Sir,  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  wken  Mr.  Harris 
arrives ;  but  do  not  mention  tke  letter,  as  I  kad  ratker  kave  some 
conversation  witk  kim  before  I  produce  it.  I  beg  pardon  for  all  the 
trouble  I  give  you,  and  am 

Tour  very  grateful 

And  obedient  kumble  servant. 

Hob.  Walpolb. 

■olemolty  of  the  tennination  at  the  cypressM  thai  lead  up  to  Ida  mother^!  tombj  a*e 
aaaiiaged  with  ezqaisite  Jadgment ;  and  though  Lord  Petmrborou^  astisted  hhn 

'  To  form  hia  quincunx,  and  to  rank  hia  Tinea,' 

thoee  were  not  the  moat  pleaaing  ingredienta  of  hia  Utile  perapeeilTe.''  WalpMt 
Muay  on  Modem  Qardening. — Cvhhihobax. 

'  The  Oreat-Diike  had  fetched  from  Rome  the  group  of  Kiobe  and  her  children, 
and  placed  them  round  a  chamber;  by  which  meana  they  remained  in  airangt 
onmeaning  attitudes,  and  no  longer  ezpreaaed  their  sioiy. — WAitfou.. 

*  ]f ow  fliai  pwWIahad, — CvnoxaHAK. 


rm.)  JKK  TH«  R&EL  or  flTEAyfOBD.  ti 


^0.    fO  THB  BABL  OF  STRAFFORD. 

8kmoberr^  ffiO,  Aug.  81, 1781. 

Yoim  Ldtdddp^A  too  firiendly  partiality  seea  takatB  in  me  wbidi 
I  am  sme  I  do  not  possess.  With  all  my  desiie  of  amoging  yoa, 
aad  with  all  my  sense  of  gmtitude  lor  year  V>iV  co^  mialtemble 
gooduesSy  it  is  quite  imposBible  to  send  yon  an  entertaining  letter 
from  henoe.  The  insipidity  of  my  life,  that  is  passed  ^th  a  few 
old  people  that  are  wearing  ont  like  mjrs^^  after  snrriying  so  many 
of  my  aoquaintanee,  oan  furnish  no  matter  of  oorrespond^oe.  What 
few  noyeltiee  I  hear,  oome  stale,  and  not  till  they  have  been  hashed 
in  the  newspapers ;  and  though  we  are  engaged  in  such  big  and 
wide  warsy  they  produce  no  striking  events,  nor  furnish  anything 
but  r^jets  for  the  lives  and  millions  we  fling  away  tc  no  purpose  I 
One  cannot  divert  when  one  can  only  compute,  nor  extract  enter- 
tainment from  prophecies  that  there  is  no  reason  to  colour  frivour* 
ably.  We  hav6,  indeed,  foretold  success  for  seven  years  together, 
but  debts  and  taxes  have  been  the  sole  completion. 

If  one  turns  to  private  life,  what  is  there  to  fiimish  pleasing 
topics  P  Dissipation,  without  object,  pleasure,  or  genius,  is  the  only 
oolour  of  the  times.  One  hears  every  day  of  somebody  undone,  but 
ean  we  or  they  tell  how,  except  when  it  is  by  the  most  expeditious 
of  all  means,  gaming  P  And  now,  even  the  loss  of  an  hundred 
thousand  pounds  is  not  rare  enough  to  be  surprising.  One  may 
stare  or  growl,  but  cannot  relate  anjrthing  that  is  worth  hearing. 
I  do  not  love  to  censure  a  younger  age ;  but  in  good  truth,  they 
neither  amuse  me  nor  enable  me  to  amuse  others. 

The  pleasantest  event  I  know  happened  to  myself  last  Sunday 
morning,  when  General  Conway  very  unexpectedly  walked  in  as 
I  was  at  breakfast,  in  his  way  to  Park-place.  He  looks  as  well  in 
health  and  spirits  as  ever  I  saw  him ;  and  though  he  stayed  but 
half  an  hour,  I  was  perfectly  content,  as  he  is  at  home. 

I  am  glad  your  Lordship  likes  the  fourth  book  of  *  The  Garden,' 
which  is  admirably  coloured.  The  version  of  *  Fresnoy*  I  think  the 
finest  translation  I  ever  saw.  It  is  a  most  beautiful  poem,  extracted 
from  as  dry  and  prosaic  a  parcel  of  verses  as  could  be  put  together : 
Mr.  Mason  has  gilded  lead,  and  burnished  it  highly.  Lord  and 
Lady  Haroourt  I  should  think  would  make  him  a  visit,  and  I  hope, 
for  their  sakes,  will  visit  Wentworth  Castle.    As  they  both  have 
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taste,  I  should  be  sorry  they  did  not  see  the  peifeoteflt  speoimeDS  of 
architecture  I  know. 

Mrs.  Darner  certainly  goes  abroad  this  winter.  I  am  f^aA  of  it 
for  eyeiy  reason  but  her  absenoe.  I  am  certain  it  wiQ  be  essential 
to  her  health ;  and  she  has  so  eminently  a  dassio  genius,  and  is 
herself  so  superior  an  artist,  that  I  enjoy  the  pleasure  she  will  haye 
in  yiaiting  Italy. 

As  your  Lordship  has  honoured  all  the  productioQs  of  my  press 
with  your  acceptance,  I  yenture  to  enclose  the  last,  which  I  printed 
to  oblige  the  Lucans.  There  are  many  beautiful  and  poetic  ezpres* 
sions  in  it  A  wedding,  to  be  sure,  is  neither  a  new  nor  a  promising 
subject,  nor  will  outlast  the  favours :  still  I  think  Mr.  Jones's  Ode* 
is  uncommonly  good  for  the  occasion ;  at  least,  if  it  does  not  much 
charm  Lady  Strafford  and  your  Lordship,  I  know  you  will  receive  it 
kindly  as  a  tribute  firom  Strawbonry  Hill,  as  every  homage  is  due  to 
you  both  from  its  master.  Your  devoted  servant. 


2061.    TO  THE  OOUKTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Strawberry  ffiO,  SepL  4, 17S1. 

I  AM  sorry  your  Ladyship  is  so  like  Dr.  Johnson  as  not  to  under- 
stand the  Grecian  graces  of  Odes,  but  to  require  them  to  be  indited 
in  as  Dunstable  prose  as  a  bill  in  Chancery.  Do  you  think  as  he 
does,  that  prose  only  should  be  encumbered  with  learning  and  a  hash 
of  languages,  and  that  poetry  should  be  as  plain  as  the  horn-book  P 
I  believe  I  could  expormd  all  your  Ladyship's  difficulties  in  Mr. 
Jones's  Ode  if  you  had  specified  them.  Curled  smiles,  the  sole 
instance  you  produce,  is  not  so  beautiful  as  the  next  expression,  the 
biMling  tear ;  but  is  very  intelligible  to  any  one  who  has  seen  an 
angel  of  Correggio,  whose  mouth  is  generaUy  curled  into  a  crescent, 
and  in  truth  I  think  strains  grace  into  almost  a  grimace.  The  dan 
of  Howes  would  certainly  have  been  more  profuse  on  the  transcendent 
qualities  of  their  sovereign  lady ;  but  I  believe  Mr.  Jones  is  not  so 
zealous  an  idolater  at  that  shrine.  However,  if  the  Ode  is  not 
perfect,  still  the  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  stanzas  have  merit  enough 
to  shock  Dr.  Johnson  and  such  sycophant  old  nurses,  and  that  is 

^  The  'Muse  Kecalled/  an  Ode,  oocMioned  by  the  Knptiali  of  Tiord  Tisoonnt 
Althorp  ftod  Min  LariiiiA  Bingham,  eldest  dangbter  of  Charles  Lord  Lncan,  6  March, 
1781,  by  WUliam  Jone^,  Feq.,  Strawberry  HiU :  Printed  by  Thomas  Kirgate,  1781.— 

CuXXlNGBAM. 


17S1.]  TO  BIB  HOBAOl  MAHIT.  7ft 

enough  for  me.    How  preoioiis  is  any  Una  of  Demosthenes  that 
offended  King  Philip  and  the  whole  Oourt  of  Maeedon  I 

Tour  other  que^on.  Madam,  of  who  was  Lady  Elizabefh 
ThinMebify  I  cannot  so  well  resolye :  I  only  guess  that  she  was  no 
relation  of  that  Maid  of  Honour  of  Queen  Etisabeth,  who  died  by 
pricking  her  finger  with  a  needle. 

'  The  Library '  *  I  have  read.  There  are  some  pretty  lines  and 
easy  verses ;  but  it  is  too  long.  One  thought  is  charming,  that  a 
dogy  though  a  flatterer,  is  etill  afiiend.  It  made  me  give  Tonton  a 
warm  kiss,  and  swear  it  was  true. 

I  have  heard  of  Lady  Derby's  imperial  conquest ;  nor  should  I 
wonder  if  her  mother  was  immediately  to  transport  her  own  rags  of 
beauty  to  Vienna,  since  there  is  a  monarch  that  can  take  up  with 
remnants  of  charms,  that  indeed  never  were  very  charming. 

I  direct  this  to  Ampthill,  as  you  name  no  day  for  quitting  it ;  yet 
if  you  have  any  remains  of  fever,  you  cannot  change  the  air  too  soon. 
I  have  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morrice,  who  tells  me  that  he  has 
received  some  of  our  judicial  papers,  but  cannot  open  them,  as  he 
has  been  confined  to  his  bed  ten  dajrs  by  the  gout.  I  should  have 
said  that  it  was  only  a  note  by  another  hand.  Mine  still  writes  with 
difficulty,  though  almost  well ;  but  having  replied  to  your  Ladyship's 
4pierie6y  and  having  nothing  new  to  tell  you,  it  shall  take  its  leave 


SOeX    TO  SIR  HORACE  MINN. 

Berhdey  Sqwrn^  Sqd.  7, 17S1. 

The  combined  fleets,  to  the  amount  of  forty-seven  or  forty-nine 
,  brought  news  of  their  own  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the  Channel 
a  day  or  t¥ro  before  your  letter,  of  August  the  18th,  brought  an 
account  of  that  probability,  and  of  the  detachment  for  Minorca 
Admiral  Darby,  on  a  false  alarm,  or,  perhaps,  a  true  one,  had 
returned  to  Torbay  a  week  ago,  where  he  is  waiting  for  reinforce- 
ments. This  is  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  since  the  appearance  of  the 
enemy  oflf  Scilly.  It  is  thought,  I  find  here,  (whither  I  came  to-day.) 
that  the  great  object  is  our  Jamaica  fleet ;  but  that  a  detachment  is 
gone  to  Lreland  to  do  what  mischief  they  can  on  the  coast  before  our 
ally,  the  Equinox,  will  beseech  them  to  retire.  Much  less  force  than 
this  Armada  would  have  done  more  harm  two  years  ago,  when  they 
left  a  card  at  Plymouth,  than  this  can  do ;  as  Plymouth  is  now 

'  A  Foem,  by  Geoirg^  Crabbe.-- CumiivaHJiM. 
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veiy  stroQgy  «zid  that  jhere  age  gpreat  dieoiplined  anaiae  mom  in  both 
islands.  Of  Gibraltar  we  hare  no  ajqMreheniriafui.  I  know  leas  of 
Minorca. 

Lord  Oteoatgd  Qordon  is  standing  candidate  for  the  City  of  London 
on  an  aooidental  vaoancy ;  but  his  premature  alann  last  year  has  had 
a  sinister  effect  In  short,  those  riots  haye  made  mankind  sick  of 
theniy  and  giye  him  no  chance  of  success. 

What  can  I  say  moreP  Nothing  at  present;  but  I  will  the 
moment  any  event  presents  itsdf.  My  hope  is  that^  after  a 
fermentationy  there  will  be  a  settLemanti  and  that  peace  will  arise 
out  of  it. 

The  decree  *  you  sent  me  against  high  heads  diverted  me.  It  is  as 
necessary  here,  but  would  not  have  such  expeditious  effect.  The 
Queen  has  never  admitted  feathers  at  Court ;  but,  though  the  nation 
has  grown  excellent  courtiers,  Fashicm  remained  in  opposition,  and 
not  a  plume  less  was  worn  anywhere  else.  Some  centuries  ago,  the 
Clergy  preached  against  monstrous  head-dresses ;  but  Bdigion  had 
no  more  power  tilian  our  Queen.  It  is  better  to  leave  the  Mode  to 
its  own  vagaries ;  if  she  is  not  contradicted,  she  seldom  remains 
long  in  the  same  mood.  She  is  very  despotic ;  hvA,  though  her  reign 
is  endless,  her  laws  are  repealed  as  fast  as  made. 

Mrs.  Darner,  General  Conway's  daughter,  is  going  abroad  te 
confirm  a  very  delicate  constitution — ^I  believe,  at  Naples.  I  will 
say  very  few  words  on  her,  after  telling  you  that,  besides  being  his 
daughter,  I  love  her  as  my  own  child.  It  is  not  firom  wanting 
matter,  but  from  having  too  much.  She  has  one  of  the  most  solid 
understandings  I  ever  knew,  astonishingly  improved,  but  with  so 
much  reserve  and  modesty,  that  I  have  often  told  Mr.  Conway  he 
does  not  know  the  extent  of  her  capacity  and  the  solidity  of  her 
reason.  We  have  by  accident  discovered,  ihat  she  writes  I^itin  like 
Pliny,  and  is  learning  Greek.  In  Italy  she  will  be  a  prodigy.  She 
models  like  Bernini,  has  excelled  the  modems  in  the  similitudes  of 
her  busts,  and  has  lately  b^gun  one  in  marble.  You  must  keep  all 
knowledge  of  these  talents  and  acquisitions  to  yourself;  she  would 
never  forgive  my  mentioning,  at  least  her  mental  qualities.  You 
may  just  hint  that  I  have  talked  of  her  statuary,  as  you  may  assist 
her  if  she  has  a  mind  to  borrow  anything  to  cq^y  from  the  Ghreat- 
Duke's  collection.  Lady  William  Campbell,  her  uncle's  widow, 
ucuomparies  her,  who  ia  a  very  reasonable  woman  too,  and  equally 

*  An  ordinaroe  of  tbs  Orest-Diike  agaiiuit  high  head-drewea>-- Walfoul 
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shy*  K  tiMyrretam  -fluraoK^  Flot^enc^  pragr  give  th0in>  parcel >of 
my  letters.  I  h^d  been  told  your  nepliffir  would  make  you  a  Tisit 
this  autujniiy  but  I  have  heard  nothing  from  him.  If  you  should 
8ee.him>  pcay  give,  hivi  the  paroelf  for  he  will  return  sooner 
than  they. 

I  hare  a  goqty  pain  in  my  hand^  that  would  prevent  my  saying 
more,  had  I  more  tp  say. 


flOea.    TQ  THB  BSV.  WIUUAK  MASON. 

StroMobeny  HiO,  SepL  9, 1781. 

Thk  dead  calm,  which  occasioned  such  a  paucity  of  my  letter, 
seems  to  be  thoroughly  at  an  end,  for  some  time.  It  was  but  a^m 
repose.  GKbraltar  is  besieged,  Minorca  besieged,  New  York,  I 
belieye,  besieg^ ;  and  I  am  sure  Great  Britain  is  besieged — forty- 
seven  or  nine  French  and  Spanish  ships  of  the  line  at  the  gates  df, 
the  Channel,  and  Admiral  Darby  with  only  twenty-two  in  Torbay,  ^ 
is  a  blockade  to  some  purpose.  The  wind,  however,  has  ruffled  the' 
trenches  of  the  latter,  and  driven  them  from  their  station,  and  they 
have  also  lost  a  seventy-four  gun  ship.  But  unless  this  warning 
reminds  &em  of  the  approaching  equinox,  it  is  probable  that  they 
will  return  to  their  post  for  another  fortnight.  This  is  the  prevalent 
opinion — ^I  do  not  tell  you  that  it  is  mine,  for  I  have  none.  I  have 
long  found  that  I  do  not  shine  at  conjectures.  I  have  guessed  right 
about  nothing  but  that  the  storm  would  come  at  lasi  I  shall  go  on 
to  tell  you  what  others  think,  or  say  they  do.  It  is  supposed  ihat 
file  Jamaica  fleet,  worth  four  millions,  is  the  immediate  object — and 
no  trifling  one  I  Some  think  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  bum  the 
stores  at  Cork.  What  should  hinder  P  or  other  attacks  on  the  coast  I 
If  I  divined  intentions,  it  would  be  that  France  is  willing  to  put  an 
end  to  their  own  expense  in  the  war,  and  after  exhausting  us  so 
long,  will  force  the  most  unopening  eyes  in  the  universe  to  give  up 
the  frantic  vision  of  reooveiing  America.  I  am  sure  we  must,  if  we 
would  save  anything. 

This  is  the  sum  total  of  what  I  can  leam;  matter  enough  to 
dissert  upon  if  such  were  my  prc^iensiiy  I  but  besides  not  loviug 
talkation,  it  is  painful  to  me  i^  write.  A  finger  of  my  right  hand 
has  opened  with  an  explosion  of  chalk-stones ;  five  have  come  out^.' 
and  it  is  still  big  with  another.  I  have  nobody  to  dictate  to,  for  my* 
Printer-Secretary  [Kirgate]  is  gone  into  Warwickshire. 
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I  have  receiyed  your  fourth  book  [of  *  The  English  Oarden  *],  and 
give  you  many  thanks.  You  may  receive  as  many  more  for  your 
*  Fresnoy '  whenever  you  please,  and  ten  thousand  more  for  anyiUng 
I  have  not  seen.  I  am  not  afiraid  of  giving  tott  carte  blanche  for  any 
bill  you  will  draw  on  me. 

Though  this  is  but  my  second  letter,  remember  it  is  twice  as  many 
as  I  have  received  from  you ;  and  you  have  not  a  lame  finger. 
With  the  dowager  life  I  lead,  it  is  marvellous  that  I  can  write  any- 
thing but  tittle-tattle  and  scandal,  but  happily,  as  my  memory  is  on 
the  wane,  I  remember  nothing  of  that  sort  It  is  true  I  perceive 
more  serious  flaws,  but  is  it  lamentable  to  decay,  when  one  has 
survived  the  glory  of  one's  country  P  My  wishes  are  limited  now  to 
peace — ^I  care  not  what  sort  of  peace ;  the  longer  it  is  deferred,  the 
worse  it  must  be.  Only  boyish  gamesters  flatter  themselves  that  a 
good  run  can  retrieve  a  fortune  that  is  lost,  and  only  idiot  gamesters 
believe  in  luck  against  calculation.  Gamesters  we  are :  distress  and 
disgrace  have  had  no  effect;  we  play  on  against  those  who  have  shown 
they  will  risk  nothing.  Is  this  credible  of  a  whole  nation  P  You 
perhaps  still  think  that  a  whole  nation  may  be  corrected.  I  do  not. 
Bum  their  cards  and  dice,  and  perhaps  when  they  are  cool  they  may 
oome  to  their  senses — at  least  their  children,  whom  they  will  leave 
beggars,  will  think  of  earning  an  honest  livelihood.  However,  thoso 
are  speculations  for  those  who  amuse  themselves  with  peeping  into 
futurity.  I  have  almost  done  with  time,  and  only  sigh  for  a  few 
hours  of  tranquillity.' 

>  TO  TBI  KOV.  BOIAOB  WALPOLB. 

DiAB  Sib,  York,  SepL  19, 1781. 

1  AX  mlwaji  an  epistolary  culprit,  and  ahall  be,  I  fear,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 
NeyerthelcsB  I  can  now  plead  some  excnae,  for  ever  since  I  have  been  here  I  have  been 
in  a  perpetnal  hurry  and  bustle ; — Haroourta.  Holdemeasea,  and  Conyera,  for  Tisitof* 
of  quality,  and  of  gentry  myriads  besides.  This  added  to  cathedral  business,  justice 
of  peace  business,  &c,  has  kept  me  in  a  eontinual  ferment.  Yet  in  the  midst  of  thia 
I  found  time  to  write  and  to  preach  a  aermoa,  which  would  hatu  IMgfatened  you  had 
you  heard  it.  Tou  may  guess  what  it  was  about  by  ita  text,  ▼!&,  '*  Yet  Michael  the 
Archangel,  when  disputing  with  the  Deyil,  durst  not  bring  against  him  a  railing  accu- 
sation, but  said.  The  Loi^  rebuke  thee."  Misi  Fauquier,  who  heard  me,  as  well  as 
Lord  Haroourt,  gave  me  high  eommendationa ;  and  indeed  I  hate  the  Taulty  to  aay, 
that  it  wanted  nothing  but  her  ezterminaiing  eye  io  make  it  aU  it  should  be.  What 
wiU  be  the  eonsequenoes  I  cannot  yet  guess,  but  I  suspect  the  eonrocation  wiU  be 
summoned  to  meet  upon  it.  In  the  mean  time,  like  the  nation  with  the  combined 
fleet  ai  the  du>ps  of  the  Channel,  I  remain  (aa  you  say)  in  a  grim  aort  of  repeae,  tiU 
our  first-rate  eodesiaatical  man-of-war  returns  tmm  his  northward  ri^tatorial  cruise ; 
and  then  I  know  not  whether  he  wiU  gire  me  a  broadside  or  no.  If  he  does,  it  may 
aifoid  me  matter  for  a  longer  letter. 

liord  Haroourt,  I  hncy,  has  by  this  time  got  home,  and  I  hope  receiyed  benefit 
fifom  his  Harrowgate  expedition,  though  he  ia  not  yet  certain  about  it.    He  expects 


inu  TO  ras.:OoinrnNa  or  owom  n 


SOM.    TO  aiB  HOBACB  KAFK. 

Strawberry  Hm,  Sept.  11,  Itfl, 

Though  this  is  to  go  by  your  own  servant  Cardini,  I  shall  write 
but  three  words :  for,  in  the  first  place,  I  donH  know  but  he  may  be 
set  out  before  this  can  possibly  get  to  town,  whence  my  own  servant 
brought  me  yours  this  moment  from  him ;  and  secondly,  as  he  may 
be  taken  at  sea,  I  shall  say  little.  Not  a  tittle  of  event  has 
happened  sinoe  the  combined  fleets  were  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Channel,  where  they  certainly  will  not  venture  to  stay  long :  the 
wind  blows  very  hard  to-day,  and  may  do  them  great  mischief. 
niey  have  no  transports ;  and,  if  they  mean  any  attempt  on  land,  it 
will  be  on  Ireland :  but  it  will  be  no  surprise,  and  it  is  generally 
fliought  they  only  wait  to  intercept  our  Jamaica  fleet  Minorca 
I  conclude  will  be  taken.  I  am  happy  to  hear  you  are  so  well, 
aslam. 


80e&    TO  THE  OOUNTBSS  OF  OSSOBY. 

W€dnuAagni^,SepL  12. 

I  WOULD  not  answer  your  last,  Madam,  till  I  could  tell  you  some- 
thing on  better  authority  than  my  own — ^yet  that  something  is  but 
another's  conjecture.  I  have  been  at  Ditton  this  evening,  where 
Lord  Hertford  told  me  that  he  thinks  the  combined  fleets  are 
retired.  A  neutral  ship  has  met  them  sailing  westward ;  and  it  is 
hoped  they  have  sufiered  by  a  storm — ^this  is  war  I  One  sits  at 
home  coolly  hoping  that  five  or  six  vessels  full  of  many  hundreds  of 
men  are  gone  to  the  bottom  of  the  deep  I  Can  one  look  back  on 
the  last  six  years  and  not  shudder  at  the  devastation  deliberate  love 
of  power  has  committed — to  the  utter  loss  of  powor  I  The  fleets 
have  been  seen  off  Eingsale ;  but  Lord  H.  could  not  be  easy  if  he 
expected  any  attempt  upon  Lreland.  He  flatters  himself  the  Czarina 
will  make  peace  for  us,  but  she  must  first  make  us  make  peace.    As 

7<m  aft  Knneham,  and  T  hope  yoa  wiU  not  fhutrate  hii  ezpeelatlon.  Pray  iell  me  in 
four  next  whether  Sir  Joihaa  Reynold!  he  returned  from  Flandera,  for  I  want  to 
write  to  him.  If  I  were  to  beat  my  hralna  to  pleeea  I  oannoi  find  at  present  more  to 
mj  than  that  I  am  yoan  Tory  heartily, 

W.  Maioii. 


to  any  landing  hfire,  it  has  not  been  appieliended.  The  enemies 
have  no  transports  with  them ;  bnt  indeed  we  haye  no  intelligence 
neither.  They  hay^  lUilded  on  Min(»oa^  and  -General  Murray's 
wife  and  family^  with  other  Englishwomen,  haye  escaped  to 
Leghorn.  It  must  haye  been  a  shocking  separation!  There  is 
little  chance,  I  belieyOy  .of  the  islands  being  sayed.  We  shall  be 
pared  to  the  qiuck,  wh^e  we  are  dreaming  of  recoyering  America ; 
we  might  as  sensibly  pursue  our  claim  to  the  crown  of  France. 
Have  you  seen  this  epigram,  which|  for  aught  I  know,  may  haye 
been  in  the  newspapers  P 

Oh  EngUuid,  no  wotider  your  trotibles  begin, 
Whoi  Uo^Aded  withont,  and  bloekheaded  within. 

lam  glad  I  haye  been  a  physical  prophet,  Mud  am,  and  that  change' 
of  air  has  onred  your  feyer. 

I  haye  met  Miss  Llojrd  at  Lady  DL's.  She  is  superlatively 
inflated  with  die  odours  that  flowed  fiK)m  the  Emperor  on  her  and 
Lady  Clermont.  "  We  sat  round  him,  and  he  put  us  quite  at  our 
ease.''  **  He  would  not  haye  put  me  so/'  said  I ;  ''  I  haye  seen  a  good 
deal  of  princes  in  my  day,  and  always  found,  that  if  they  put  them- 
selyes  at  their  ease,  they  did  not  at  all  like  that  I  should  put  myself 
80."  I  ddmurred  too,  to  the  great  admiration :  I  remember  when 
the  Lady  Clermonts  of  that  time  wept  for  the  departure  of  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain,  the  late  emperor,  and  yet  he  proyed  an  oaf.  This  man 
announces  too  much ;  we  shall  see.  Then  came  the  Archduchess, 
and  than  Duke  Albert  "  Tou  know  he  is  to  be  inaugurated  four 
times."  *'  God  forbidi  should  know  it ! "  said  I.  I  should  be  sorry  to 
know  how  often  a  German  prince  is  to  go  through  a  ceremony.  The 
Duke  of  Bichmond  told  me  a  much  better  story,  a  sequel  to  the 
Duchess  of  Chandos's  history,  which  you  haye  heard,  how  she 
proposed  the  Prinoess-Boyal  to  the  Emperor.  Mr.  Fitzherbert  told 
her  he  had  heard  of  a  great  marriage  on  foot.  Her  Ghrace  was 
mysterious — "  what  match  P  "  He  told  hw.  "  Why,  surely,"  replied 
she,  ''the  Emperor  has  not  diyulged  it  yet  I  I  really  beg  your 
pardon,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  for  interfering  in  your  proyince,  but  I  will 
make  you  all  the  amends  I  can :  I  shall  certainly  be  appointed  to 
conduct  the  Princess  to  Vienna,  and  I  wiU  ask  for  you  to 
accompany  us." 

I  haye  at  last  received  all  (I  shall  eyer  haye)  of  Madame  du 
Deflhnd's  papers.    Ally  I  know,  there  are  not,  for  I  miss  some ; 
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Init  time  ai6  some  YSiy  cminoii  and  sonie  of  liar  own  dear  wntuig» 

I  haTB  made  some  parohases^  too,  at  Mr,  Sheldon'Sy  very  cheap 
indeed,  and  shall  go  to  town  on  Friday  to  see  them.  I  have  made 
a  gold-fishpond,  too ;  in  abort,  I  am  as  busy  and  trifling  as  if  I  were 
still  lord  of  the  ooean :  I  do  not  know  but  I  may  soon  go  a^hnnting 
in  a  white  hat  Hned  wiiii  green«  Your  Ladyship,  I  suppose,  goes 
a-shooting,  in  the  absenoe  of  Lord  Ossoiy,  lest  Hie  pheasants  and 
partridges  should  think  you  are  alarmed.  It  is  the  modem  way ; 
we  souse  into  diyersions  to  ooneeal  our  panics.  All  the  watering- 
places  are  iiuronged ;  one  would  think  this  was  the  most  unhealthy 
country  in  Europe.  On  the  contrary,  this  proves  it  is  the  most 
kealthy,  for  nineteen  go  to  amuse  themselves,  for  one  that  goes  for 
illness.  Mercy  on  us  I  how  we  shall  stare,  if  ever  we  come  to  our 
senses  again  I 

P  J3.  Lady  Mary  Ooke  has  had  an  hundred  distresses  abroad, 
that  do  not  weigh  a  silyer  penny  altogether.  She  is  like  Don 
Quixote,  who  went  in  search  of  adrentures,  and  when  he  found 
none  imagined  tib.em.  She  went  to  Brussels,  to  see  the  Archduchess, 
but  either  had  bad  intelligence,  or  the  Archduchess  very  good,  for 
she  was  gone  when  Lady  Mary  arriTed ;  so  was  the  pa(^et-boat  at 
Ostend,  which  she  believes  was  sent  away  on  purpose,  by  a  codicil 
in  Uie  Empress  Queen's  will 

You  must  get  some  standard  pomegranates,  Madam.  I  have  one 
now  in  this  room,  above  five  feet  high,  in  a  pot,  in  full  blow.  At 
Paris»  they  mix  them  with  their  cnrange-trees. 


aOSS.    TO  THX  HON.  H.  &  OOVWAT. 

Skmoberry  ffitt,  8epL  U,  1781. 


I  AM  not  surprised  that  such  a  mind  as  youn  cannot  help  ex- 
pressing gratitude :  it  would  not  be  your  mind,  if  it  could  com- 
mand that  sensation  as  triumphantly  as  it  does  your  passions. 
Only  remember  that  the  expression  is  unnecessary.  I  do  know  that 
you  feel  the  entire  friendship  I  have  for  you;  nor  should  I  love  you 
so  well  if  I  was  not  persuaded  of  it.  There  never  was  a  grain  of 
anything  romantic  in  my  friendship  for  you.  We  loved  one  another 
frcon  children,  and  as  so  near  relations ;  but  my  friendship  grew  up 
with  your  virtues,  which  I  admired,  though  I  did  not  imitate.    We 

VOL,  nxL  ^ 
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had  aoaroe  one  in  oominon  bat  difflnterestedneflB.  Of  the  lerene  im 
have  both,  I  may  say,  been  so  absolutely  dear,  that  there  is  nofliing 
00  natural  and  easy  as  the  little  monied  transactions  between  ns : 
and  therefore,  knowing  how  perfectly  indifferent  I  am  iqK>n  that 
head,  and  remembering  the  papers  I  showed  yooy  and  what  I  said  to 
you  when  I  saw  you  last,  I  am  sure  you  will  haTO  the  complaisance 
never  to  mention  thanks  more. — ^Now,  to  answer  your  questions. 

As  to  coming  to  jo%  as  Qiat/eu  gr^geaw  Lord  George  Gordon  has 
given  up  the  dection,  to  my  great  joy,  I  can  come  to  you  on  Sunday 
next  It  is  true,  I  had  ratilier  you  visited  your  regiment  first,  for 
this  reason :  I  expect  summons  to  Nuneham  every  day ;  and  besides^ 
having  never  loved  two  journeys  instead  of  one,  I  grow  more 
covetous  of  my  time,  as  I  have  little  left»  and  therefore  had  rather 
take  Park-place,  going  and  coming,  on  my  way  to  Lord  Haroourt. 

I  donH  know  a  woid  of  news,  public  or  private.  I  am  deep  in 
my  dear  old  friend's  [Madame  du  Deffimd]  papers.  There  are 
some  very  delectable ;  and  though  I  believe— nay,  know,  I  have  not 
quite  all,  there  are  many  which  I  almost  wonder,  after  the  little 
delicacy  they  *  have  shown,  ever  arrived  to  my  hands.  I  dare  to 
say  they  will  not  be  quite  so  just  to  the  public ;  for  though  I  con- 
sented that  the  correspondence  with  Voltaire  should  be  given  to  the 
editors  of  his  works,  I  am  persuaded  that  there  are  many  passages 
at  least  which  they  will  suppress,  as  very  contemptuous  to  his  chief 
votaries, — ^I  mean,  of  the  votaries  to  his  sentiments ;  for,  like  other 
heresiarchs,  he  despised  his  tools.  If  I  live  to  see  the  edition,  it 
will  divert  me  to  collate  it  with  what  I  have  in  my  hands. 

You  are  the  person  in  the  world  the  fittest  to  encounter  the 
meeting  you  mention  for  the  choice  of  a  bridge.*  You  have  temper 
and  patience  enough  to  bear  with  fools  and  £Edse  taste.  I,  so  unlike 
you,  have  learned  some  patience  with  both  sorts  too,  but  by  a  more 
summary  method  than  by  waiting  to  instil  reason  into  them.  Mine 
is  only  by  leavingthem  to  their  own  vagaries,  and  by  despairing  that 
sense  and  taste  should  ever  extend  themselves.    A^eul 

PJ5L  In  Voltaire's  letters  are  some  bitter  traits  on  the  King 
of  Prussia,  which,  as  he  is  defender  of  their  no-faith,  I  conclude  will 
bemyfttoo. 

'  The  eiMatan  of  HsdaoM  da  DeiBuid;  whom  Walpole  mpaciod  of  kairiaf 
sbit¥ictod  lomo  of  h«r  i»|»on.^WuoBT. 
*  Ofir  tho  TlMnm,  ai  Henlej.^CunoMBAM. 
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Mer    TO  SIB  HOBACn  lUtf V. 

Sept.  19, 1781. 

I HJLYE  leoeiYed  your  letter  of  the  4th  to-daj,  in  which  you  send 
me  your  late  dates.  I  haye  no  doubt  oi  haying  reoeiyed  them  all, 
but  cannot  yerify  it,  as  they  are  at  Strawberry,  and  I  am  in  town. 
That  of  nune  which  you  reoeiyed  so  long  after  the  term,  I  conclude 
was  neglected  at  the  office;  for  why  should  they  detain  itP  My 
letters  certainly  contain  nothing  of  consequence.  I  am  in  no  secrets 
of  any  party,  and  certainly  should  not  trust  them  to  the  post  if  I 
knew  any, — still  less  to  all  posts,  English,  Austrian,  Dutch,  and 
Italian.  I  haye  liyed  too  long,  besides  beiog  a  Prime  Minister's  son, 
not  to  know  that  letters  are  opened ;  and,  consequently,  what  I 
write  anybody  is  welcome  to  see,  if  they  haye  such  curiosity.  You, 
I  believe,  find  that  I  seldom  tell  you  anything  but  what  you  haye 
seen  before  in  some  public  newspaper.  The  almost  sole  merit  of  my 
letters  is  that  I  mean  to  ascertain  your  belief  that,  when  I  repei^ 
what  you  haye  read  in  the  papers,  you  may  be  sure  that  it  is  bme, 
or  that  I  at  least  belieye  it  My  sentunents  are  pretty  well  known, 
and,  were  they  <tf  any  importance,  it  is  not  now  tixat  they  are  to  be 
leami 

I  can  tell  you  little  of  the  combined  fleets  but  contradictions.  Our 
papers  say,  they  are  returned  to  Bresi  Others  say,  they  are  still 
eruismg  to  the  West,  in  expectation  of  our  mercantile  fleets.  As 
yariously  I  hear  of  Darby:  the  printed  authorities  make  him 
returned  to  Torbay ;  the  yerbal,  at  sea.  All  I  proye  is,  that  I  don't 
know  which  accounts  are  true.  Minorca  I  haye  giyen  up ;  though 
we  read  daily  of  a  Bussian  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  whom 
we  are  supposed  to  haye  ceded  it, — a  little  late  to  be  sure:  I 
question  whether  the  Ozarina  would  accept  a  present  encumbered 
with  a  law-suit. 

One  good  eyent  I  do  know :  Lord  G^eorge  Oordon  has  giyen  up 
his  pretensions  of  being  member  for  London.  It  is  still  better,  that 
he  dropped  his  pursuit  on  finding  that  the  Oity  did  not  choose  to  be 
burnt  once  a-year  for  his  amusement 

Though  I  knew  your  nephew  talked  of  making  you  a  yisit  this 
antunm,  you  surprise  m)^  by  thinking  him  set  out :  nay,  I  do  not 
affirm  that  he  is  not,  yet  I  should  think  he  would  haye  let  me  know. 
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Horeorer,  JSn.  Noel,  a  near  reUtion  of  Lad;  Lney,  and  in  ocnafant 
ooirespondenoe  with  Xx)rd  Gaiuaborongh's  family,  and  wbom  I 
see  three  or  four  timea  a-week  at  the  DnehesB  of  Montroee'B  at 
Tviokenham  Fark,b«m  not  a  void -of  his  beiA^gone:  we  talk  of 
him  frequently.  Tet  my  eqnal  ignoranoe  of  'Gallnazi'a  History' 
■taggers  me.  I  can  only  suppoae  that  it  lies  at  yonr  nephew's  honse 
in  town,  and  that  he  has  not  been  in  London  for  some  time.  I  am 
impatiest,  yet  I  shall  not  lay  violent  hands  on  it  witttont  h&  know- 
ledge. I  do  wish  yon  to  have  the  oomfbrt  of  seeing  him ;  it  vill 
make  me  amends  for  watting  for  the  *  House  of  Uedim.'  Ton  tnff 
have  die  pleasore  of  seeing  Mrs.  Damer,  whom  I  aunonneed  in  my 
last 

There  is  a  perfect  dearth  of  all  private  news,  as  nsnal  at  thit 
season,  when  the  campaign  is  opened  against  poor  partridges  and 
pheasants,  and  which  is  as  hot  as  if  we  had  no  other  oooaaion  ftn* 
ganpowder  I      It   is    well,  however,  to  have  all    Sngland  good 

I  forgot  to  say  that  there  is  talk  of  an  armistim  wiUi  Holland, 
May  it  be  true,  though  I  fear  peace  is  not  so  oatding  as  war :  yet^ 
as  the  demon  of  blood  has  breakfasted,  dined,  and  sapped  bo  plenti- 
fully, I  sbonld  hope  he  had  gotten  a  Baifedt ;  nay,  be  must  let  the 
calves  grow  up  and  be  fat,  wlien  he  has  devoured  hecatombs  at  oxen, 
if  he  means  to  gtmnandise  on.    Adiea  I 


ma.    TO  THI  SIT.  WILUIX  HIBON. 

StrwiAerrY  Bill,  Bepl.  U,  17SL 

I  DID  guess  tliat  yoa  was  oombating  the  evil  one  and  hod  no  time 
to  answer  idle  letters.  ITay,  bat  I  am  glad  tliat  you  have  elected 
altar  gainst  altai  and  attacked  the  Priest  of  Baal  in  his  own  high 
places.  Still  I  hope  yon  will  find  a  moment  to  pay  your  itfr-debta 
too,  especially  as  posterity  will  call  on  you  for  that  liquidation,  whiob 
said  posterity  will  oertainly  never  hear  of  your  Metropolitan's  Charge 
to  bis  Ole^ ;  and  which  he  had  better  have  given  in  bad  Latin 
like  Bishop  Batler'a  'Conoio  ad  0emm ;'  and  tlien  neither  tha  dead 
Romans  nor  bis  own  Westminstra  Scholars  would  have  understood 
ii  Soome  Jenyna's  'Ode  onOdee,'andJ4dmB(m'B  'life  of  Gray'  are 
still  nnefaastised.  Apropos,  have  yon  seen  the  Doctor's  character  ol 
Warburtoninhis 'life  of  Addison  P'  Itist«n  times  more  like  U 
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himself  than  to  the  Bishop,  and  expressed  in  the  same  nnconth 
phrases  which  he  satirises. 

Yes,  be  assnred  I  shall  go  to  Nnneham.  I  wait  for  my  sammons, 
and  delay  my  yisit  to  Park-plaoe  on  that  aooonnt  that  I  may  kill 
two  jonmeys  with  one  stone ;  for  I  grow  very  thrifty  of  my  travels 
as  I  advanoe  in  yearSy  and  do  not  like  to  waste  nnneoessary  hours  on 
the  road. 

I  know  no  more  news  than  if  it  was  my  duty  to  haye  intelligenoe. 
I  heard  a  Minister  f  other  night  joking  on  the  equinoctial  winds 
which  would  send  the  oombined  fleets  packing ;  how  eormeal  I  I 
mean  their  being  here.  Neptune,  they  say,  is  to  haye  a  pension  like 
Lord  Bunmore  for  haying  lost  his  goyemment  There  is  anew 
epignon tibat came  to  my  hand  fother  day: — 

O  Aig^d,  no  wonder  yonr  tronblet  begin, 
When  Uo^aded  withont  and  bMb-keaded  within.' 

I  cannot  resolye  you  whether  Sir  Joshua  Beynolds  is  returned  or 
not  Is  your  '  Fresnoy '  to  remain  in  embryo  till  he  writes  notes  on 
itP  and  how  does  it  want  notes  ?  I  met  with  a  thought  of  Voltaire 
Mother  day  that  pleased  me,  though  not  at  all  to  the  purpose  of  what 
I  was  saying.  He  is  declaring  against  the  possibility  of  translating 
poets,  and  aakswhether  Mtuic  can  be  translated f  Your  'Fresnoy'  is 
no  exception,  for  you  haye  translated  his  prosaic  yerses  into  poetry. 
I  widi  you  do  not  translate  his  Gbace  of  York  [Markham]  to 
Canterbury !  Atterbury  said  in  his controyersy  with  Wake,  "Many 
amaa  has  been  written  out  of  character  into  preferment^'  It  is  the 
sort  of  martyrdom  that  great  Ghurohmen  do  not  wince  at    Adieu! 

P.S.  I  desire  to  see  your  Sermon.*  « 

^  Bee  kU«  to  Udj  Ohqij,  Ifllh  Sipk  1781,  Mi^  ^  60<-OmnrarMA& 


'  «o  tHB  aos.  HoaAoa  walhoa 
DiAm  8a,  ToHt,  OeL  1, 1781. 

I  nn>  jon  the  endoeed  reiy  hietfly  soribbled,  which  I  thaH  be  reiy  mneh  obUged 
io  yon  if  jon  wlU  correct  end  get  fidrly  transcribed,  and  afterwarda  sent  aa  soon  aa 
may  be  to  Hr.  J.  Stockdale,  bookaeller,  in  PiocadUlj,  hj  the  penny  poet  I  wonld 
wiih  it  to  appear  in  the  '  London  Conrant '  aa  aoon  aa  possible.  I  would  not  give  you 
this  trouble  were  there  anybody  in  town  that  I  could  apply  to  at  present;  but  as  you 
are  yonraelf  my  old  friend  at  the  Anymo^  I  hope  you  wUl  not  fidlme. 

Toun^&e. 

Add  this  postscript 
Por  greater  certainty  it  may  be  well  to  mention  his  Gnwe's  text^  2  Corinth.  10  ch. 
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2069.    TO  BIB  HORACE  KAKK. 

Strawberry  ffiU,  OcL  8, 1781. 

Thskb  may  be  wais  over  half  the  globe,  and  yet  they  may  not 
furnish  a  paragraph  to  the  newspapers  erery  day,  nor  matter  for  a 

h  Tene :  "  Catting  down  imaginaiiona  and  erery  high  thing  that  exaltcth  itielt 
againai  the  kaoiHiedge  of  €k>d.'' 

PAj  stop  ii  oarelbDy. 

90  TBI  nnnm  or  nu  iavdov  oovbaiv. 
Ma.  Paimiy  QranOuim,  (kL  1, 1781. 

Iv  my  way  flrom  a  tour  to  the  Lakea  I  ttopped  at  York  to  take  a  riew  of  its  magnificent 
cathedxal,  whioh  indeed  more  than  answerod  the  aoperh  aoooonts  I  hadheaid  of  Ha 
Btrnetare.  It  was  last  Saturday  in  the  afternoon^  and  hating  lieaid  from  the  Teigv 
who  attended  me  that  the  Archbishop  [Markham]  was  to  preach  the  next  day  ftom 
his  throne,  I  was  indnced  to  stay  another  morning  to  be  present  at  the  ceremony. 

This  custom  of  preaching  from  the  throne  it  seems  has  been  introduced  by  the 
present  Metropolitan,  all  his  predecessors  hating  delivered  their  disoonrBes  from  the 
common  pnlpit ;  in  doing  which,  though  they  might  perhaps  do  a  fitToar  to  the  ears 
of  their  andienoe,  they  certainly  did  not  consolt  their  own  dignity,  for  a  throne  and 
an  Archbishop  seem  to  be  so  rtrictly  united  in  what  one  may  aUnost  call  thenalarc  of 
things,  that  they  ought  nerer  to  be  pat  asonder ;  bat  this  only  by  the  way.  As  to 
mysdf,  a  stranger,  sind  in  my  boots  and  sortoat^  I  made  no  seraple  of  mfngWng  with 
the  herd  of  his  auditors,  and  stood  so  near  the  said  throne  that  I  loet  not  a  syllable  of 
the  discourse.  It  was  deliyered  with  all  that  dignity  which  results  from  slow  and 
aolemn  redtation,  and  its  subject  the  goremment  of  the  passions.  It  is  not  my 
purpose  to  analyse  the  whole,  I  only  shall  mention  one  single  sentenee^  and  that  for 
a  reason  which  I  shall  after  giye  you. 

Speaking  of  the  ill  effects  of  ambition,  or,  as  his  Oraoa  phrased  it,  of  a  desire  of 
pre-eminence,  he  laid  it  to  the  charge  of  the  highest  nnka,  "  that  they  wasted  God's 
creation,  and  spilt  the  blood  of  millions ;  and  that  merely  for  a  name^  which  yet  they 
did  not  always  attain."  Now,  I  recoUeet  that  some  Sunday  in  the  oourse  of  last  spring; 
calling  in  at  the  Smyrna  Coffeehouse,  I  met  an  old  friend '  (now  gone  abroad),  who 
told  me  that  he  was  Jnat  come  ftmnSUamea'a  Chapel,  whflfe  he  had  heard  a  aennoa 
preached  by  this  same  Archbishop  on  the  same  subject.  He  moreoTer  quoted  the 
passage  abore  inneaify  the  same  words.  This  therefore  made  me  prick  up  my  ears  in 
eoqpeetatioii  of  another  passage  about  charioteering,  which  my  friend  had  alao  quoted 
to  me  from  the  same  diseourse ;  but  here  I  was  diH4>pointed,  and  as  that  sentence 
was  now  omitted,  I  began  to  doubt  ooncwning  ita  identity.  Thia  doubt  stiU  ranaina 
with  me;  and  therefore,as  I  cannot  hate  early  satiafibction  ttofm  my  absent  friend,  I 
write  to  you,  Mr.  Printer,  hoping  that  if  you  will  please  to  insert  this  letter,  soma 
person  who  heard  the  aenum  at  Court  will  be  kind  enough  to  tell  me  whether  I  waa 
right  or  wrong  in  my  first  surmiM. 

I  remember,  the  gentleman  at  the  Smyrna,  who  ia  a  deeper  politician  than  I  am, 
aeemed  to  think  that  in  the  two  instanoes  of  Ambition  and  Charioteering  more  waa 
meant  than  met  the  ear,  and  that  his  Grace  diiAiked  tiie  American  war  almost  as  much 
as  he  did  high  phaetons,  which  (though  I  did  not  agree  with  him  at  the  time)  I  now 
suspect  to  be  the  case ;  for  as  he  retidned  the  one  instance,  and  expunged  the  other, 
it  now  seemed  aa  if  he  thought  the  former  even  the  worst  of  the  two;  in  which  senti- 
ment I  certainly  hare  the  honour  to  agree  with  him.  I  know  it  may  be  said  that 
as  there  are  no  young  and  royal  Charioteers  in  or  about  York,  that  instance  was  not 
for  his  purpoee,  and  was  therefore  omitted.  But  then  let  me  ad^  who  ia  there  in  or 
about  York  that  hare  willingly  been  instrumental  in  wasting  God's  creatioa  aad 

'  Walpote  himsel£--CoirvxiraBaiL 
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lettor  cmoe  a  fbrtoiglLi  Besides^  polidied  natioiiB  aet  more  out  of 
Bpiie  than  anger,  and  had  rather  dyilly  mnrder  one  another  by  a 
oonsmnption,  than  by  knocking  out  each  other's  braanB.  Yon  and  I 
remember,  a  few  years  ago,  that  a  King  of  Prussia  oonld  gallop  from 
Bohemia  to  Danfado^  whisk  baok  to  Silesia,  bonnoe  like  an  appaiitioa 
into  Saxony,  pick  up  a  yiotoiy  here  and  a  defeat  there,  and  put 
newBwriters  out  ai  breath  with  following  or  hunting  him.  '  France 
and  Spain  are  other-guess  enemies.  They  undermine  our  funds, 
inveigle  us  into  taxes,  and  neyer  offer  us  a  battle,  but  with  such 
superiority  that  we  daze  not  accept  it  I  own  we  are  so  simple  as  to 
humour  fliem  in  this  unfiEdr  war&re !  it  costs  us  millions  to  play  a 
losing  game,  without  a  soul  betting  on  our  side.  We  verily  beUere 
the  combined  fleets  are  gone  to  their  seyeral  homes ;  in  the  interim 
we  are  yicerojrs  of  the  Channel  again  during  their  pleasure ;  thanks 
to  our  only  ally  the  Equinox  I  The  fleet  from  the  Leeward  Islands 
is  arrived  safely.  You  must  send  us  news  of  Minorca.  Our 
Mediterranean  post-office  is  a  little  out  of  repair. 

Thus,  haying  no  immediate  object  of  your  curiosity  to  satisfy,  I 
ihall  not  hurry  my  gazettes.  I  am  tired  of  writing  to  say  I  hava 
nothing  to  write. 

Lord  Bodhford  *  is  dead.  The  other  Nassau  your  Prince  Cowper^ 
Qie  papers  say,  is  arrived  in  England ;  as  great  a  stranger  as  any 
nUkmdisk  Pzmoe,  as  the  vulgar  call  it,  could  be. 

Well ;  I  find  Lord  Oowperisnotcome;  which  is  not  extraordinary, 
as  his  arrival  would  be  aftertwenty  years  of  absence.  Mr.  Beauclerk,* 

ipUling  the  Mood  of  milHQiii  I  la  diort^  Mr.  Printer,  I  sm  in  a  pnide  about  ths 
matter,  and  only  know  tlila»  that  If  hit  Gnoe  lUll  thinki  with  his  brethren  of  the 
Upper  HooM  of  GonTocation,  that  the  Ameriean  war  is  a  Jost  and  neeeasarj  war,  It 
vas  rather  impolitle  in  him  te  intiodnoe  a  sentence  inte  this  sermon  whieh  mlfl^ 
tend  to  make  his  Tothshire  andienee  donbt  about  his  sentiments ;  espeeiaUy  whan  he 
koows  that  there  are  at  least  six  thoniand  in  the  oonntj  who  are  firmly  of  an  opinion 
that  Qod*s  creation  has  been  wasted,  and  that  the  blood  of  millions  has  been  spilt, 
for  a  nominal  pre-eminence  on  that  continent,  wbich  Is  neither  attained  nor  liks|j 
erer  to  be  attained  But  U^  on  the  other  hand,  the  great  preUte  la  conTlnced  thai 
the  said  war  \b  ui\jnst  and  unnecemary,  then  I  dare  say  the  said  six  thoniand  wiU  bo 
prood  to  put  his  name  at  the  head  of  their  asiociation,  as  being  tenly  perwaded  that, 
vhoerer  has  the  spirit  te  tell  our  rulers  such  a  truth,  and  the  eloquence  to  conTlnea 
them  of  it,  will,  by  putting  an  end  to  this  curMd  contention,  deserre  a  cirle  wreath^ 
vhidi,  though  seldom  seen  there,  would  bo  a  Teiy  becoming  additional  ornament  to 
a  mitsei  A  TmATsunn. 

^  William  Hsniy  Zukotein  Nassau,  fourth  Sari  of  Boehford.  See  toL  L  p.  167.— 
CuvjriaoHAK. 

*  Aubrey  BeaaeMc,  second  Lord  Yore,  married.  In  1768,  Lady  Oatharine  Ponsonbgr, 
eUest  daughter  of  tiie  Sari  of  Besborough.  The  first  Lord  Tore  was  a  younger  son  of 
the  first  Duke  of  St  Albans.  In  1787,  by  the  death  of  his  cousin  George,  grandson 
«f  Lord  William  Beanderk»  he  boaune fifth  Duke  of  St.  Albans.— Wau^u. 


88  HOBAcn  WALraun  unna  [1781 

irhom  you  have  seen  of  late,  I  ooiiolude»  witfi  Lady  Oailiariiie,  is 
Qov  a  peer :  his  fether.  Lord  Yere,  is  just  dead)  at  eighty-one. 


2070.    TO  THE  COITKTSSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

atnwfbmry  HUl,  OM.  7, 17eL 

I  BBo  your  Ladyship's  pardon  for  not  retnming  the  *  History  of 
Fotheringay/  whicli  I  now  endoee. 

The  new  Veres  have  been  returned  to  England  these  six  weeks, 
and  I  visited  them  at  their  palace  (as  it  really  was  of  Henry  VlU.) 
at  Hanworth  not  long  after  their  arrivaL  All  their  near  kin  have 
done  so  too,  and  taut  8*  est  passS  camme  ri  de  rien  tCitoiU  Their 
fellow-trareUer  is  left  behind.  We  live  in  snoh  an  awkward 
unfashionable  nook  here,  that  we  have  not  yet  heard  Lord  Yere's 
WiU,  nor  know  whether  Lord  Uiohard  Cavendish  is  dead  or  alive. 
Jam  so  much  awkwarder  still,  and  treasure  up  scandal  so  little, 
that,  though  I  heard  the  Brighthelmstone  story,  I  have  quite  for- 
gotten who  the  principal  personage  was — so  you  wiU  not  fear  my 
repeating  it.  I  do  not  design  to  know  a  circumstance  about 
Admiral  Rodney  and  Admiral  Ferguson.  We  are  to  appearance 
at  war  with  half  Europe  and  a  quarter  of  America,  and  yet  our 
warfare  is  only  fending  and  proving,  and  is  fitter  for  the  Quarter 
Sessions  than  for  history.  It  costs  us  seventeen  or  eighteen  millions 
a-year  to  inquire  whether  our  Generals  and  Admirals  are  rogues 
or  fools;  and,  since  most  of  them  are  only  one  or  f  other,  I  would  not 
give  half-a-crown  to  know  which.  The  nation  is  such  an  oaf  as  to 
amuse  itself  with  these  foolish  discussions,  and  does  not  perceive  that 
six  years  and  above  forty  miUions,  and  half  our  territories,  have  been 
thrown  away  in  such  idle  pastime.  How  the  grim  heroes  of 
Edward  III.  and  Henry  Y.  would  stare  at  hearing  that  this  is 
our  way  of  making  war  on  France  I 

The  night  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Ladyship  last,  I 
was  robbed — and,  as  if  I  were  a  sovereign  or  a  nation,  have  had  a 
discussion  ever  since  whether  it  was  not  a  neighbour  who  robbed  me 
-and  should  it  come  to  the  ears  of  the  newspapers,  it  might  pro- 
duce as  ingenious  a  controversy  amongst  our  anonymous  wits  as  any 
of  the  noble  topics  I  have  been  mentioning.  Void  le  fait.  Lady 
Browne  and  I  were,  as  usual,  going  to  the  Duchess  of  Montrose  at 
seven  o'clock.  The  evening  was  very  dark.  In  the  dose  lane 
under  her  park-pale,  and  within  twenty  yards  of  the  gat^  a  black 
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tgnra  OB  hanribatk  poibed  by  between  tbe  dLaiae  and  fiie  Iiedga  <n 
By  ad»  I  Bwpeeted  U  WM  a  higbwaynmn,  and  ao  I  iamd.  did 
I«dy  Biowne,  for  she  ma  speaking  and  stopped.  To  divert  bar 
fcan,  I  iras  jnat  going  to  say.  Is  not  that  the  ^ntheoary  going  to 
tbe  DotAflss P  when  I  beard  a  Tdoe  cary  "Stop!"  and  the  figure 
Mne  beak  to  ibe  chaise.  I  had  the  preeeooe  of  mind,  before  I  le^ 
down  tbe  i^mmb,  to  take  oBt  my  mteh  and  staff  it  wiibin  my  waist- 
wat  mder  my  anu.  He  said,  "Your  panes  and  watcheal"  I 
replied.  "I  have  no  watch."  "  Than  your  puree  I "  I  gave  it  to  him ; 
it  Lwu  nine  guineas.  It  woa  w  iaA  that  I  conld  not  see  his  hand» 
bat  felt  him  take  it.  Jle  then  asked  for  Ijady  Browne's  purse,  and 
said,  "  Don't  be  frightened ;  I  will  not  hart  yoo."  I  siod,  "  No ; 
yon  won't  frighten  the  Indy  F  "  He  readied,  "  No ;  I  give  you  mjr 
word  I  will  do  you  no  hurt."  Lady  Browne  gave  him  her  parse, 
and  was  going  to  add  hor  n-iitch,  but  be  said,  "I  am  much  obliged 
to  you  !  I  wifih  you  good  night  I"  polled  off  his  bat,  and  lode  away. 
"  Well,"  Baid  I,  "  Lady  Browne,  you  will  not  be  afraid  of  beang 
robbed  another  time,  for  you  see  there  is  nothing  in  H."  "  Oh  I  but 
I  am,"  said  she,  "  and  now  I  am  in  terrors  lest  he  should  return, 
for  I  have  given  h''m  a  purse  with  only  bad  money  that  I  carry  on 
purpose,"  "  He  certainly  will  not  open  it  directly,"  said  I,  "  and 
it  worst  he  can  only  wait  for  na  at  our  retam ;  but  I  will  send  my 
servant  back  for  a  horse  and  a  blunderbnsB,"  which  I  did.  He 
next  distress  was  not  to  tcrriiy  the  Docheas,  who  is  so  paralytic  and 
nervous.  I  therefore  made  Lidy  Browne  go  into  the  parlour,  and 
desired  one  of  the  Buchci^s'ii  servants  to  get  her  a  glass  of  water, 
while  I  went  into  the  drawing-room  to  break  it  to  the  Duohees. 
"  Well,"  said  I,  laughing  to  her  and  the  rest  of  the  company,  "  yon 
won't  get  much  from  ns  to-oight"  "Why,"  said  one  of  them, 
"have  you  been  robhed  ?  "  "  Yes,  a  litfle,"  said  L  The  Duohees 
trembled ;  but  it  went  off.  Her  groom  of  tbe  chambers  said  not  a 
word,  but  slipped  out,  and  Lady  Margaret  and  Miss  Howe  having 
servants  there  on  horseback,  he  gave  tbem  pistols  and  despatched 
tKem  different  ways.  This  whs  eioeedingly  clever,  for  he  knew  the 
Duchess  would  not  have  suffered  it^  as  lately  he  had  detected  a  man 
who  had  robbed  her  garden,  and  she  would  not  allow  him  to  take 
up  the  fellow.  These  servaats  spread  the  story,  and  when  my 
footman  arrived  on  foot,  lie  was  stopped  in  the  street  by  the  bostlw 
of  the  '  George,'  who  told  hiiu  the  highwayman's  horse  was  then 
in  the  stable  ;  but  this  part  I  must  reserve  for  flie  second  volome, 
lor  I  have  made  this  no  story  so  long  and  so  tedioos  that  your 
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Ladjnh^i  inll  not  be  able  to  lead  it  inalmalli;  ud  flie  aoeond 
part  is  to  mooii  \ongut  and  lo  modi  leaa,  ooataiof  so  many 
examinations  of  witaoMM,  bo  many  oontndictioaB  in  the  depoeitioiu, 
viath  I  hare  taken  myee^  and,  I  most  oonieBB,  vitii  socIl  abilitiea 
and  Bhrevdneaa  that  I  hare  fbond  oat  notliing  at  all,  Uiat  I  tliink 
to  defer  the  proseontioii  of  my  nairatire  till  all  the  odier  inqmntMoa 
en  the  aaril  are  Uqaidated,  leot  yoar  Ladysh^'s  head,  stnmg  aa  it 
ia,  should  be  ooufbaiided,  and  yoa  should  imagine  that  Bodney  oz 
Ferguson  vas  ttte  peraon  who  robbed  us  in  TwiAanham  Lane.  I 
would  not  haTQ  detailed  the  story  at  all  if  yon  wwe  not  in  a  forest 
where  it  viU  serre  to  put  yoa  to  sleep  as  well  as  a  uewep^ter  fall  of 
Hes;  and  I  am  sure  there  ia  as  much  dignity  in  it  as  in  the  eombined 
fleet,  and  onn  popping  in  and  out  alternately,  like  a  man  and  w 
in  a  weather-house. 


son.    TO  THE  BET.  ITILLUH  MABOIT. 

V  jns,  Oct »,  irn. 


I  SHALL  do  what  you  desired  to-morrow,  it  was  impossible  sooner. 
This  is  the  substance  of  my  letter :  the  rest  will  be  garnish ;  for 
though  I  hare  been  robbed  on  the  highway,  I  should  not  hare 
thought  it  important  enough  for  a  deepatoh  on  purpose.  Lady 
Browne  and  I  going  to  Uie  Duchess  of  Montrose  here  at  Twickenham 
Park  on  Thuraday  night,  as  we  often  do,  were  robbed  by  a  ain^ 
horseman  within  few  yards  of  the  Park-gate.  She  lost  a  trifle,  and, 
I  nine  guineas ;  bat  I  had  the  presence  of  mind  before  I  let  down 
the  glass  to  take  oat  my  watoh  and  put  it  within  my  waistooat  under 
my  arm.  The  gentleman,  for  so  I  belieTo  he  was,  declared  hirnmlf 
muehcUiged,  pulled  off  his  hat,  wished  ns  good  nig^t,  and  IsappoM 
will  soon  hare  leave  to  raise  a  Begiment 

I  go  to  Fark-plaoe  the  day  after  to*morrow,  but  tiiink  I  shall 
not  proceed  to  ^Nuncliam.  I  hare  not  heard  from  Lord  Harcoart^ 
but  Mr.  Stonhewer  called  here  a  few  days  ago  and  says  tiie  house 
is  pulled  to  pieces,  and  ooDsequently  in  great  disorder,  which  I 
conclude  is  the  reason  of  my  not  being  summoned. 

All  the  papers  say  Iiord  Bichard  Careoidisb  is  dead ;  I  was  seatoa 
acquainted  with  hiia,  oor  erer  heard  any  thing  but  good  of  him. 
My  not  knowing  yet  whether  his  death  is  true,  shows  yoa  what  an 
awkward  angle  we  lire  in,  and  how  little  we  hear :  we  are  forced  to 
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be  robbed  nov  and  tKen  at  oar  own  iorae,  that  ire  may  baTs  a 
paragraph  that  we  can  call  our  own.    Adien  I 


son.  TO  JOHH  HUiiiBBSOir,  isa-' 

ArawtoTV  HOt,  Oet  18, 1781. 

I  AM  £atrened*  and  know  not  whitbei  to  apply  bat  to  yoo,  who 
I  doubt  will  repent  your  &oili^  in  getting  me  oat  of  diffionltLes.  If 
J  am  not  modest,  I  am  at  least  too  oonaoientioue,  to  press  the  favoai 
1  am  going  to  ask,  if  you  do  not  oare  to  undertake  i^  or  shall  hold  it. 
imrprndent.  Mr.  Harris  seems  to  have  fo^ttan,  w  ohooaes  to  defer, 
bia  promise  of  calling  on  me. 

Mr.  JephfiOQ  I  donbt  will  be  v^  impatient,  and  snspeot  me  of 
carelessness  in  not  having  delivered  his  letter ;  and  yet  I  am  tore 
it  would  have  better  effect  if  I  heard  Mr.  Harris's  complaints  befoia 
1  deliver  it  I  must  be  in  town  en  Thnrsday  for  a  day  or  two. 
"Would  it  be  possible  to  let  Ifr.  Harris  know,  so  that  be  might  oall 
on  me  in  Berkeley  Square  on  Friday  morning  P  Would  it  look 
too  much  like  a  plot,  if  yuu  told  bim  so  P  I  truly  wish  to  serve 
Mr.  Jepbson,  and  yot,  I  fear,  totally  innocent  as  I  am,  that  blame 
will  fall  on  me,  if  the  play  is  not  acted  this  winter.  You,  who  are 
well  acquainted  with  Authiirs  and  Managers,  know  what  jealous 
'waspiafa  folks  both  branches  (^  those  allied  £amiliea  are.  Too,  i^ 
are  our  cousin,  have  a  cruBB  of  good-bomoar,  that  is  angularly 
imlike  the  rest  of  our  kin. 

It  will  make  yon  £»give 

Your  affisotionate  relation, 

Hon.  Walfolb. 

SOTS.    TO  THB  OOUBTXBS  01  OSSORT. 

Onmbmy  HiO,  Od.  IT,  1711. 
Mt  story  is  grown  cold,  Madam,  and  I  am  tired  of  it,  and  should 
make  notlung  of  it  now.  In  short,  though  it  has  had  a  oodunl,  it 
has  ended  no  how,  and  is  only  fit  to  entertain  the  vill^e  where  it 
happened.  The  quintessenoe  waa  that  a  great  oom-factor,  who  is  in 
bad  odour  here  on  the  highway,  arrived  at  the  *  Qeorge '  a  moncsit 
after  or  before  oor  robbery,  and  was  anspeoted,  and  my  footman 
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Ilioag^t  he  ooiild  swear  to  ilie  horse ;  and  then  Zoflhny,  the  painter, 
was  robbed,  and  his  feotman  was  ready  to  take  his  biUe  to  (he 
person  of  a  haberdasher,  intimate  of  the  corn-factor ;  but  Mr.  Small- 
wares  proved  an  aUbi,  and  the  com-&ctor  gave  a  ball — and  none 
but  the  dancers  aoqnit  him — and  so  mnch  for  an  idle  story.  Tour 
Ladyship's  idiot  was  more  tremendous  than  our  Com — ^way-man. 

I  am  not  likely  to  hear  of  a  place,  Madam,  for  your  recammandie, 
but  will  propose  her  if  I  should. 

I  see  Grayes  and  Hood  have  been  tolerably  beaten ;  I  do  not 
wish  Hood  unthrashed,  but  I  had  rather  it  was  Commodore 
Johnstone  that  had  met  with  a  drubbing,  instead  of  a  rich  booty. 
I  read,  too,  that  Lord  Comwallis  is  trying  to  house  his  tattered 
laurels  at  New  York ;  and  for  that  I  am  not  much  griered  neither. 
Since  we  are  to  be  cuffed  from  one  end  of  Europe  to  t'other  end  of 
America,  I  am  glad  when  renegades  are  our  representatires.  I 
hope  Lord  Dunmore  is  going  to  have  his  dose. 

I  heard  at  Park-place  Ihat  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  lately  made 
a  visit  to  Lady  CecQia  Johnstone,  where  Lady  Sarah  Napier  was. 
She  did  not  appear,  but  he  insisted  on  seeing  her,  and  said,  "  she 
was  to  have  been  there,''  pointing  to  Windsor  Castle.  When  she 
came  down,  he  said  he  did  not  wonder  at  his  father's  admiring  her, 
and  was  persuaded  she  had  not  been  more  beautiful  then. 

Lord  Bichard  Cavendish  is  indubitably  dead,  and  so  I  see  is  Lord 
Kelly.  As  fiiis  is  but  a  postscript  to  my  last,  your  Ladyship  will 
excuse  its  brevity. 


9074    TO  81B  HOBACB  HANK. 

Berbdey  Square,  OeL  IS,  17S1. 

Happening  to  oome  to  town  to-day,  I  found  the  two  sets  of  the 
*  History  of  the  MedicL'  I.hasten  to  tell  you  so,  that  your  nephew 
may  not  be  unquiet  about  their  remaining  ehe%  M.  I  do  not  thank 
you  but  for  your  trouble ;  for  I  insist  on  your  telling  your  nephew 
the  price,  that  I  may  pay  him  at  his  return.  You  hiow  I  have 
made  a  law  against  presents,  and  it  would  be  curious  if  I  broke  my 
own  ordinance  in  a  still  more  flagrant  instance  of  asking  for  them. 
This  was  a  commission,  and  do  not  imagine  that  I  would  not  only 
beg  a  present,  but  a  double  one. 

Though  I  came  to  town  on  business,  my  impatience  was  so  great 
that  I  could  not  help  dippLog;  and,  as  you  may  guess,  turned  to 
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tlie  Btoiy  of  Biuwa  CapeHo.  It  is  b  litUe  palliated,  yet  I  think 
iraa  cLesrly  an  empouomument,  I  Sad,  too,  more  freedom  Ulbii  I 
expected,  though  promised.  I  did  appcehend  tliat  the  ohamoten 
of  Princes,  drawn  under  the  eye  of  a  Fn&ce,  would  be  st^bened  and 
softened,  till  scarce  a  speck  would  lemain;  bat,  by  that  of  Duke 
Francis,  I  perceive  that  the  OreatrDaka  haa  nmnoimted  many 
Toyal  prejudices.  The  style  eeems  simple  and  natoral,  and  does  not 
aspire  to  dignity  or  beauty  of  dictim.  One  teno,  oftox  repeiried, 
soucds  very  mlgar.  The  author  talks  of  the  impiijenaa  at  Bianoa'a 
arts  and  conduct  This  is  a  very  gruBs  word,  in  spite  of  the  Italian 
liquids  in  the  terminatiou.  lu  England  and  Fraooe  we  are  too 
refined  to  use  so  coarse  a  phraj^e.  Mx.  QibboQ  would  not  ue  it  oa 
a  Pope  or  a  Father  of  the  Church ;  Mid  to  employ  it  on  a  lady,  and 
a  sovereign  lady !  mercy  on  us !  'What  would  Cblluzii  say  of  tha 
legislatress  Catharine  of  Russia?  of  that  idol  of  modem  philoso- 
phers ?  whose  asceiil  Voltaire  ualli-d,  onfy  a  fami^  tfuaibtt,  with 
vrhich  he  would  not  meddle.  This  if  the  way  in  whioh  tha  good- 
lireeding  of  the  present  age  mentions  atrooous  deeds ; 

Jut  hinb  ■  crime,  and  btdUtM  dlilika. 

The  torpor  of  the  times  has  been  a  little  totued  this  week  by 

Some  packets  of  events.     The  Adiiirals  QraTes  and  Hood  hare 

attacked  a  superior  French  tleet  at  Qii  mouth  of  the  Ofaestqteak, 

and  have  not  beaten  it     It  is  the  business  of  the  Fienoh,  not  onn, 

to  say  who  did  beat.     I  doubt  wo  did  m>t  gain  a  naral  orown,  and 

liave  lost  a  seTeuty-four  gun  ship.     In  retuni,  Conunodore  John> 

stone  has  taken  four  rich  Uutcloaen,  and  our  India  fleet  is  arriTed — 

which  Johnstone  is  not     However,  he  is  the  hero  of  ^i»  day,  as 

Admiral  Kodney  has  a  little  ovor-gilt  his  own  statue,'  and  Lord 

Comwallis  is  trying  to  scramble  to  New  Twk,  without  having  quite 

tonquered  America.     Lord  Hawke '  ia  dead,  and  does  not  seem  to 

bave  bequeathed  his  mantle  to  anybody. 

I  I  do  not  find  the  least  curiosity  stirring  about  ICinoroa.     If  it  is 

i         l«t,  the  public  will  be  content  should  it  produce  a  oourUmartial, 

I         vliich  is  found  to  be  an  excellent  aopoiifio  on  all  our  disasters.— 

I         We  have  wherewithal  to  pass  the  winter  very  agreeably.    Adieu  t 

i 
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In  good  sootii,  Madami  I  do  not  know  who  is  the  grandmother 
of  Charityy  nnless  it  means  the  presont  Duke  of  Montagu,  in  whose 
breasts  I  conclude  there  is  not  a  drop  of  the  milk  of  charity  left,  vu 
the  dirt  he  has  disooyered  in  his  transactions  with  Lady  Beanlien» 
smce  the  death  of  Tiaiphone  her  sister.  Old  Marlborough  or  old 
Duchess  Montagu  could  not  be  that  grandmother,  unless  they  may 
be  called  the  grandames  of  charity — children,  who  would  willingly 
have  left  some  of  their  own  children  to  the  parisL  The  firiend  who 
wrote  the  verses  was  perhaps  Bishop  Hurd,  or  Lord  Brudend,  or 
Lady  Greoiwich,  or  one  of  Uie  King's  footmen. 

I  have  heard  a  very  indi£ferent  account  of  poor  Mr.  Morrice  from 
Lady  Margaret  Oompton,  who  says  Dr.  Tnrton  has  a  bad  opinion  of 
him.  He  is  at  Bafli,  and  that  delays  our  consultation  on  day.  Mozzi's 
afGEur.  Of  my  nephew,  I  have  received  just  such  accounts  as  Lord 
Ossory  gives.  I  wish  he  would  fix  on  his  isthmus  of  Oorinth  for 
the  scene  of  an  es^oit  he  has  got  in  that  head  which  all  the  world 
finds  so  sensible*  He  is  going  to  set  up  o^  Leghorn  a  monument  for 
his  mother,  and  has  sent  me  the  epitaph  for  my  opinioiL  It  says 
she  died  wdvenaUif  lammted.  Oh  I  that  he  would  translate  it  into 
Greek  or  Ooptio,  or  any  Kngo  that  every  English  sailor  could  not 
understand  I  I  have  answered  very  respectfully,  as  becomes  a  dutiful 
uncle,  without  giving  any  opinion  or  advice  at  all ;  for  to  contradiot 
a  madman  is  to  persuade  him.  If  he  thinks  I  approve,  he  may 
ehange  his  mind. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  Mr.  Morrice  is  incapable  of  att^iding 
our  Oourt,  I  have  been  transacting  another  knotty  afGEur,  of  which  I 
despaired,  but  have  brought  to  an  amicable  hearing.  Mr.  Jephson's 
{day  on  my  'Otranto  *  has  been  committed  to  my  care,  on  and  off, 
for  these  twelve  months.  But  he  had  chosen  other  guardians  too. 
A  lady  genius  persuaded  him  to  give  it  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  having 
the  opera  and  the  nation  to  regulate  besides,  and  some  plays  to 
write,  n^leoted  the  poor  Irish  orphan.  Then  I  was  desired  to 
recommend  it  to  f  other  house.  Unfortunately  a  third  guardian  was 
appointed ;  and,  though  your  Milesians  have  hearts  unsteady  as  the 
equator,  they  have  always  an  ecKptic  that  crosses  their  heads,  and 
gives  them  a  devious  motion.    When  I  applied  to  Mr.  Manager 
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Hama,  it  dame  out  thai  fhe  Hibeniiaa  trustee  had  originally 
engaged  the  plajr  to  him ;  and  when  Mr.  Hairia  eomplained  of  the 
breaoh  of  promisey  he  was  not  softened  by  the  too  sealons  friend* 
There  had  been  twenty  other  mismanagementSy  and  Mr.  Harris 
would  not  hear  the  jday  named.  As  I  have  seen  other  negotiators 
of  late  miscarry  by  bollying  first  and  bendbg  afterwards,  I  took 
the  ooonterpart,  and  in  two  days  so  softened  the  majesty  of  Ooyent* 
Gkurden,  that  he  has  not  only  engaged  to  act  the  tragedy,  but  by 
the  beginning  of  December,  when  my  utmost  hopes  did  iiot  expect 
to  see  it  before  spring. 

Nor  was  this  my  only  difficnlty.  Mrs.  Yates  is  dying,  and  the 
sole  remaining  actress,  Miss  Yoong,  refbsed  the  part  of  the  mother, 
becanse,  as  she  said,  Mrs.  Orawfdrd  had  refosed  it  Mr.  Harris 
begged  me  to  write  to  Miss  Yoong.  I  did;  and  to  torn  aside  what 
I  gnessed  to  be  the  real  motiye  of  the  refiisal,  I  told  her  I  wonld  not 
snspeot  that  Mrs.  Grawfurd  declined  the  part  from  preferring  that  of 
the  daughter,  becanse  Mrs.  Grawfurd  must  know  the  world  too  weU 
not  to  be  aware,  that  when  a  gentlewoman  of  middle  age  appears  in 
a  very  juvenile  part,  it  does  but  make  that  middle  age  more  apparent 
There  was  so  much  sugar  strewed  over  this  indirect  trufli,  that  even 
there  I  hare  soooeeded  too,  and  IGss  Young  has  comjdied.  I  am 
to  attoid  rehearsals,  and  give  advice  on  scenes,  dresses,  &o.,  and  so 
must  be  ftequenfly  in  town.  In  short,  my  unde  never  negotiated 
with  more  abiliti^  Pntyt  Madam,  respect  my  various  talents.  I 
liave  lately  acted  as  a  Justice  of  Peace ;'  am  to  sit  as  Ohanodlor  in 
a  Court  of  Equity  on  my  nephew's  dispute  with  Moazi ;  and  have 
now  been  Pl^potentiary  to  the  Sovereign  of  a  theatre  I  What 
pity  that  I  should  have  cut  my  abilities  so  late  I  Weill  thus 
I  unwrinUe  my  old  age  with  whatever  pastime  presents  itself, 
instead  of  growing  ill-humoured  or  covetous,  the  resources  of 
longevity. 

Your  Ladyship,  however,  seems  to  fliink  that  I  have  a  good  deal 
of  wrongheadedness  in  my  composition.  I  confess  I  have  not  that 
werbal  patriotism  which  bids  one  say  one  wishes  what  one  does  not 
wisL  I  oonfess  I  do  wish  better  to  the  Americans  than  to  the 
8ootoh,  because  the  cause  of  the  former  is  more  jusb  The  English 
in  America  are  as  much  my  countrymen  as  those  bom  in  the 
parish  of  St  Martin-in-the-Iields ;  and,  when  my  countrymen 
ipianel,  I  think  I  am  free  to  wish  better  to  the  sufferers  than  to 
the  aggressors.  I  do  look  on  Lord  Comwallis  as  a  renegade.  He 
was  one  of  fire  who  protested  against  the  Stamp  Act    He  there- 
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ftnre  had  no  prineiples  thm^  oar  lias  none  neir;  and  neithiar  m 
oompliaiioe  witk  flie  Tvlgar  or  flie  poweifiil»  ^vill  I  aay  I  mpptw 
him. 

If  an  aldennan's  son,  not  content  vith  a  aeoeat  fortaaiB  and  a 
large  portion  of  well-deseryed  immortality,  is  prond  of  becoming 
toad-eater  to  a  Sootoh  Ghief  Justice,  of  having  a  lew  more  words 
said  to  him  at  a  levee  than  are  vouchsafed  to  Dr.  Dominieeti^  and 
of  being  ordered  to  pen  memorials  for  sach  boobies  as  Lord  Suffolk 
and  Lord  Hillsborough,  I  do  not  wonder.  But  when  a  gentleman, 
a  man  of  quality,  sells  himself  for  the  paltry  honours  and  profits 
that  he  must  quit  so  soon,  and  leave  nothing  but  a  tarnished  name 
behind  him,  he  has  my  utter  contempt ;  nor  can  I  see  how  my  love 
of  my  country  obliges  me  to  wish  well  to  what  I  despise.  Your 
Ladjrship  is  more  charitable,  or  more  patriotic,  or  periiaps  your 
sentiments  may  not  be  so  rooted  as  mine,  who  do  prefer  the  libOTties 
of  mankind  to  any  local  circumstances.  Were  I  yoimg  and  of 
heroic  texture,  I  would  go  to  America ;  as  I  am  decr^t  and  hav9 
the  bones  of  a  sparrow,  I  must  die  on  my  perch ;  and  when  you 
turn  courtier,  I  will  peck  my  bread  and  water  out  of  anoQier 
hand. 

For  France  I  have  no  predilection  for  it;  nor  is  my  respect  for 
it  augmented.  It  does  so  little,  it  makes  so  poor  a  figure,  tiiat  one 
would  think  Lord  North  was  Minister  there  as  well  as  here.  In 
truth,  Madam,  I  have  no  platonic  passions.  I  cannot  love  what 
I  do  not  esteem.  We  have  forfeited  all  titles  to  respect  I  appeal 
to  the  unalterable  nature  of  justice  whether  this  war  with  America 
is  a  just  oneP  If  it  is  not,  can  an  honest  man  wish  success  to  it  P 
and  I  appeal  to  posterity  whether  it  can  find  in  all  our  annals  so 
dii^fraceful  a  period  as  tiie  present.  You,  Madam,  as  a  sound 
patriot,  may  wish  that  Admiral  Darby  with  an  inferiority  of  two* 
thirds  had  beaten  the  combined  fleets ;  which  he  did  not  attempt 
to  beat :  but  give  me  leave  to  say  that  you  should  recur  to  your 
piety.  Piety  believes  in  miracles ;  miracles  alone  can  counterpoise 
superior  weight  of  metal,  or  counteract  folly,  which  has  thrown 
away  the  empire  of  the  ocean.  It  is  true,  we  have  still  tiie  jaw* 
bone  of  an  ass  left ;  but  somehow  or  other  it  has  lost  its  wonder- 
working efficacy :  but  come.  Madam,  I  wiU  show  that  I  can  be 
impartbl  too.  I  do  assure  youl  have  not  the  smallest  apprehension 
firom  Lord  GomwalHs's  victorious  arms ;  and  I  do  pray  for  the 
duration  of  the  present  Ministry,  for  I  am  sure  they  will  never 
conquer  America,  or  anything  else. 
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I  liad  heaid  the  rtofjr  of  Lady  Sarah  [Napier]  and  the  Frinoc^ 
and  know  it  ie  true.  The  spindle-tree  I  have, — paper  enough  I 
ha^TB  not  to  reply  to  other  artides  in  your  Ladjrship's  letter.  I  beg 
your  pardon  for  the  length  and  tedionmiett  ct  this,  bat  I  conld  not 
bear  not  to  justify  myself  in  your  eyes ;  I  hare  spoken  the  tmfh, 
I  do  not  know  wheChelr  with  any  soeoess.  My  sentiments  have 
always  been  the  same,  and  I  beliere  firmly  will  ne^er  alter. 


ao7i.  ro  ant  horaox  xiKir . 

Strawberry  Hitt,  OcL  99, 1781. 

I HAYB  reosired  a  letter  to-nig^t  from  the  younger  Sir  Horaoe^ 
and  answer  it  to  both  or  either^  for  this  reason:  the  eoorier  may  be 
detained  here,  like  the  last,  for  several  days ;  in  whudi  ease,  nay» 
without  that»  the  nq^ew  will  probably  have  left  Flomnod  before 
the  courier  gets  back,  as  Mrs.  Noel  says  the  junior  Sir  is  to  be  here 
by  the  meeting  of  Parliament  To  him,  if  not  set  out,  I  must  say, 
that  nothing  could  be  more  mmeoessazy  than  an  apology  to  me  for 
not  adyertising  me  of  this  journey;  and,  having  been  so  constantly 
kind  to  me,  I  was  not  in  ttie  least  mmpmovB  of  his  wanting  any  <^ 
his  usual  goodness  for  me.  I  must  agaiu  quote  Mrs.  Noel,  who, 
not  having  heard  of  lus  setting  out  till  some  tune  after  he  was  gone, 
eondnded,  from  its  being  so  late  in  the  season,  that  he  would  not  go 
at  alL  Had  I  had  anything  partioular  to  send,  I  should  certainly 
have  informed  myself  more  carefully.  In  good  truth,  I  neyer  am 
diffident  of  my  £iends,  nor  oyer  saw  the  smallest  ground  in  Sir 
Horace  for  being  so. 

Now,  my  old  correspondent,  to  you«  I  am  charmed  with  the 
good  account  your  nephew  giyes  me  of  you.  He  says  you  have  no 
eomplaiutbut  a  litUe  trembling  of  your  hand.  I,  who  am  so  nervous 
that  the  sudden  clapping  of  a  door  makes  me  shudder  all  oyer,  call 
that  nothing.  I  haye  loat  the  use  of  several  joints  of  my  fingers, 
and  often  fear  I  shall  lose  entirely  the  service  of  my  rig^t  hand. 
Such  alarms,  amongst  other  reflections  reconcile  one  to  the  parting 
with  one's  whole  self; — but  what  everybody  that  has  common  sense 
must  foel,  it  is  idle  to  detaiL 

I  must  own,  I  do  expect  the  loss  of  Idinorca.  It  istrue,  nothing 
can  be  more  bungling  than  our  enemies.  I  haye  often  thought,  and, 
I  believe,  said  to  you,  that  Bussia,  Prussia,  and  Austria  must  look 
with  infinite  contempt  on  our  western  warfare.    They  divided  a 
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kingdom  in  fewer  mouilis  than  we  have  been  yean  in  fighting  drawn 
battles.  They  give  us  room  to  make  a  kind  of  figure  by  letting  ns 
make  head  at  all  against  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  America. 
Yet  I  am  not  so  sanguine  as  yonr  nephew.  I  think  it  would  be 
firenzy  for  our  fleet  to  pass  the  Straits  at  this  time  of  year  for  the 
relief  of  Minorca.  Separated  they  are,  I  belieye,  the  combined 
fleets ;  but  when  we  did  not  yenture  to  encounter  them  at  the  mouth 
of  our  awn  channel — ^that  was  I  would  it  be  wise  to  invite  them  to 
re-assemble  and  empound  us  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  reduce  us  to 
fight  our  way  against  their  supeiiority  at.  the  door  of  itP  Clumsy 
as  they  are,  I  doubt  they  are  not  dull  to  that  d^;ree.  Nay,  I  fear 
ihey  do  know  that,  even  in  this  dilatory  way,  they  will  ruin  us  by 
the  expense  we  arQ  at  I  should  hare  thought  they  might  hare 
done  tilieir  business  sooner,  unless  they  look  on  our  exhausting  our- 
selves as  more  pennanent  destruotlon.  Little  as  they  have  done  for 
America,  which  shows  how  injudicious  our  perseverance  has  been, 
we  are  almost  at  the  last  gasp  there,  and  tremble  &r  Lord  Oom- 
walUs.  I  should  not  say  so  much  as  this  but  by  your  own  courier ; 
for  I  have  too  muchyferi^to  allow  to  enemies  even  what  they  know. 
We  have  no  particular  news  at  present,  and  I  will  not  make  my 
letter  longer  than  is  necessary ;  as  it  is  past  midnight^  and  this 
must  go  to  town  early  to-morrow  morning. 

I  have  almost  got  through  the  first  volxmie  of  the  *  Medici.'  Lot 
spite  of  the  beauty  of  the  Italian  language,  the  style  appears  very 
meagre.  One  must  call  it  simplicity,  if  one  woidd  commend  it. 
The  sincerity  is  considerable  enough  to  make  the  Medici  shudder 
in  their  pompous  tombs  in  Si  Lorenso.  What  a  severe  tyrant  was 
their  great  Cosmo !  Abb^,  indeed  I  But  how  jfiMole  is  address  when 
it  stops  at  nothing !  Or  is  it  ar<  to  stab  and  poisonP  Then  asBawrins 
are  great  politicians.  The  work,  to  be  sure,  does  unfold  a  horrid 
scene  of  popes  and  princes ;  but  I  dcm't  know  how— I  don't  know 
what  I  expected :  all  that  scene  of  villanous  ambition  is  but  cold 
atthisdistanceof  time;  one  is  shocked,  never  interested.  Atleast, 
the  historian  wanted  abiKty  to  move  the  passions;  or,  perhaps,  it 
was  impossible  to  excite  anything  but  horror,  when  he  does  not  seem 
amidst  all  hii  materials  to  have  discovered  one  good  character. 

The  only  person  for  whom  I  have  conceived  an  esteem  is  fi>r  the 
Sovereign  himself  who  commanded  the  work.  He  must  mean  to  be 
a  good  prince,  when  he  enjoins  the  truth  to  be  so  amply  told  of  his 
piedecessors.  He  must  be  awareof  the  reflections  that  will  be  made 
Hereafter,  if  he  is  not 
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The  Dadian  of  Gloooester  has  ordered  me  to  fhaok  y<m  partieu- 
larly  for  a  yery  obliging  lettor  tliat  she  has  leoeiTed  ttam  you :  she 
does  not  say  on  what  oooaaion.  They  are  at  Weymoufihy  and 
greatly  happy  at  having  lately  inoenlated  Frinoe  William  as 
sooeenfiiDy  as  they  oonld  possibly  wish.    Adiea  I  dear  siti  or  suu 
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SkrmAeny  HOI,  Od.  81, 1781. 

I  AM  g^  to  hear,  Bir,  that  yonr  aoooont  of  Hogarth  calls  for 
anoflier  edition ;  and  I  am  very  sensible  of  jroor  great  omlity  in 
offering  to  diange  any  passages  that  criticise  my  own  work.  Though 
I  am  mnch  obliged  hy  the  offer^  I  should  blnsh  to  myself  if  I  eyen 
wished  for  that  complaisance.  GK)od  Qod  I  Sir,  what  am  I  that 
I  flihoald  be  oflknded  at  or  above  criticism  or  oorreotionP  I  do  not 
know  who  ong^t  to  be ;  I  am  soie,  no  author.  I  am  a  piiTate  man, 
of  no  consequence,  and  at  best  an  author  of  very  moderate  abilities. 
In  a  woik  iliat  comprehends  so  much  biography  as  my  *  Anecdotes 
of  Paintings'  it  would  have  been  impossible,  even  wiUi  much  more 
diligence  than  I  employed,  not  to  make  numberless  nristakfts.  It  is 
kind  to  me  to  point  out  those  errors;  to  the  world  it  is  justice.  Nor 
have  Ireason  to  be  displeased  even  with  the  manner.  I  do  remember 
tliai  in  many  passages  you  have  been  yery  oiyil  to  me.  I  do  not 
leedlect  any  harsh  phrases.  Ab  my  work  is  partly  critical  as  well 
as  biographic,  there  too  I  had  no  reason  or  right  to  expect  deference 
to  my  opinions.    Criticism,  I  doubt,  has  no  yery  certain  rule  to  go 

by;   in  matters  of  taste  it  is  a  still  more  vague  and  azbitraiy 

• 

BQBBDOe. 

As  I  am  very  sincere,  Bir,  in  what  I  say.  I  will  wiih  the  same 
integrity  own,  that  in  one  or  two  places  of  your  book  I  think  the 
criticisms  on  me  are  not  well  founded.  For  instance ;  in  p.  37 
I  am  told  that  Hogarth  did  not  deserve  the  compliment  I  pay  him 
of  not  descending  to  the  indelicacy  of  the  Flemish  and  Dutch 
painters.  It  is  rery  true  that  you  have  produced  some  instances, 
to  which  I  had  not  adverted,  where  he  has  been  guilty  of  the  same 
fimlt^  thouf^  I  think  not.  in  all  you  allege,  nor  to  the  degree  alleged: 
in  some  I  think  the  humour  compensates  for  the  indelieacy,  which 
is  never  the  case  with  the  Dutch ;  and  in  one  particular  I  think  it  is 
a  merit, — ^I  mean  in  the  burlesque  '  Paul  before  Felix,' — ^for  there^ 
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Sir,  ym  AkovlA  letolkot  tio^t  Hogaiih  lunwdl  mMat  to  mtiAae,  not 
to  imitate  tiie  pftintbra  ef  Holli^d  aad  FhmdenL 

Ton  have  alM  instaneed,  Bir,  many  more  portraits  in  his  aatirid 
prints  thati  oome  Vrithin  mjr  defenee  of  him  as  not  being  a  pei!iBonal 
satirist ;  but  in  those  top^  with  sutoiission,  I  think  you  hare  gone 
too  far ;  as,  though  yon  hare  dted  portraits,  are  they  all  satiric  P 
Sir  John  Gh>nson '  is  the  image  of  an  aotire  magistrate  identified ; 
but  it  is  not  ridiculonSy  nnless  to  be  an  aotiTe  magistrate  is  being 
ridiculous.  Mr.  Filie)'  I  <h&lk  you  all6w;dedr^  to  sit  for  the  hi 
friar  in  the  'Gates  of  Calais '—certainly  not  with  a  view  to  being 
turned  into  derision. 

Wi&  regard  to  the  bleedy  fingem  of  SigismuAda^  jroU  s^.  Sir, 
tiiat  iny  memory  must  hav^  fiedled  me,  as  you  affirm  ^lat  tli^y  mn 
unstamed  iKth  blood.  Forgive  me  if  I  say  that  I  am  positiTO  thcfy 
were  so  originally.  I  sair  Hiem  so^  and  have  often  mentioBed  that 
ftet  BeooUecty  Sir,  thirf;  you  yourself  allow,  p^  46^  in  flie  note^ 
that  the  picture  was  oontumally  '^  altered,  up<m  the  ^tieion  of  one 
oonnoisseiir  or  another/'  May  not  my  memory  be  more  £Edthful 
about  so  striking  a  eircumstanto  than  the  memory  of  another  who 
would  engage  to  recollect  aU  the  changes  that  remarkaUe  picture 
underwent  P 

I  should  be  y«ry  ha|ypyi  Su^,  if  I  could  contribute  any  addkiotiid 
lights  to  your  new  publication;  indeed,  what  additicmal  li^^ts  I 
have  gained  are  from  your  work,  which  has  fahusbed  md  with 
Inany .  I  am  going  to  puUish  a  new  edition  of  all  the  five  volumes 
6f  my  '  Anecdotes  of  Painting,'  in  which  I  shall  certainly  ibaesi 
what  I  have  gathered  ttoei  you.  This  edition  will  be  in  five  tfain 
octavos^  without  cuts,  to  make  the  purchase  easy  to  artists  and  sndi 
as  cannot  afford  the  quartos,  Which  are  grown  so  extravagantly  deatf 
that  I  am  ashamed  of  ii  Being  published  too  at  different  periods^ 
and  being  inany  of  them  out  to  {aeceB  iat  the  heads^  since  the  fage 
lor  portraits  has  been  carried  so  fitf,  it  is  very  rare  to  meet  with  4 
complete  set  My  conrectod  Dopy  is  now  in  the  printer's  hands,  eicept 
the  last  Volume,  in  which  are  my  additions  to  Hogarth  from  youir 
list,  and  perhaps  en^  or  two  more ;  but  that  vdume  also  I  hare  left 

^  Sir  John  Gouqb,  Knight,  long  ehiirmm  of  the  Qoartor  SoidonA  for  the  oilj  tai 
liberty  of  WeitminBter,  oelebmied  by  Pope  for  hli  power  of  InngB.— CunnvaHAx. 

*  John  Pine,  the  taiiat,  who  pnbUihed  '  The  IVoeeerion  and  d^remoniet  wM  thA 
IntHOlAaon  of  Um  Knigjite  of  the  Btth,  17th  of  Jine^  1786;'  foUo^  1780;  Mid,  in 
1789,  '  The  T^>eeti7  Hanging!  of  the  Howe  of  Loida,'  kc^ni  for  the  Fat  Friar  in 
Hogarth's '  Gatei  of  GaUda,'  and  reoeived  from  that  dtoiunitanoe  the  name  d  " 
Pine,"  wUdi  ho  retained  liU  hb  death.— Wmzenv. 
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in  town,  Hmmii^  nol  at  the  janaAn^u,  ^  to  oomplete  i^  I  must  wait 
Ibr  his  new  woiksy  wbioh  Hn.  Hogaith  is  to  paUiaL  When  I  am 
settled  in  town,  fiir»  I  diall  be  yeiy  leady,  if  you  please  to  eall  on 
me  in  BerkeUy  Sqnaie»  to  eonuninioate  any  additions  I  hare  made 
to  my  aooonnt  of  Hogarth. 


M78.    TO  THB  00UKTa9S  OF  0880R7. 

iWrwrfgrry  ffiU^  Num.  6^  1781. 

I  BEUXVB  I  am  Tory  dnll,  or  quite  blinded  Iqr  iHrejndiee,  fet  I 
eonCasB  I  do  not  feel  the  foroe  of  yoor  Ladyshqi'e  aignments.  Are 
man  in  the  right  to  take  up  arms  in  self-defeaoe^  and  in  the  wrong 
to  deolaie  ihonselves  independent  P  Is  reaatanoe  ^/ptm  a  thing 
indifEerenty  and  the  deelaration  m  wortk  a  crime  P  MeUunks  by 
that  rale  all  who  joined  the  Prinee  of  Orange  were  jnatifiabley  but 
eeased  to  be  ao  4he  moment  Sing  James  was  dethroned.  Thns  men 
ought  to  oAand  a  king  bat  never  to  ponish  him  I  I  beheye  their 
Majesties  woald  agree  to  that  oompromise. 

I  ean  as  Utfle  snbseribe  to  the  position  that  it  is  the  duty  of  an 
officer  to  obey  his  king,  whateyormay  be  the  officer's  opinions.  Were 
that  maxim  tniei  no  oonsdentioas  man  can  accept  a  eomnussicn  if  it 
disBolyes  the  obligation  of  his  conscience.  Those  very  loyal  instvop 
aentsy  the  bells  of  a  parish  chnroh,  do  allow  a  precedence  to  God — 
laar  Gh)d,  honour  the  King ;  bot  I  am  talking  politics  and  arguing 
•T^-two  things  I  do  not  loie.  I  am  almost  afiraiid  to  tell  yon  news  on 
fliat  sabjeot,  as  I  doubt  jronr  Ladyship  is  less  and  less  likely  to 
recover  yonr  share  of  sorareignty  oyer  America.  Lord  Ghraham  and 
Lord  Sefton,  who  haye  been  in  town,  tell  me  that  the  aocomits 
broog^  by  Oolond  Oonway  are  yery  ba4  indeed.  I  did  see  him 
himself  on  fi^t9rday  at  Diti»n  qa  his  way  to  Windsov,  bat  he  was  so 
discreet  as  to  say  nothing,  but  itkfi  what  he  brought  was  ngt  yery 
good:  that  the  French  haye  thirty-seyen  ships,  and  we  twenty- 
three  ;  that  the  former  haye  landed  4000  men,  and  eyacnated  Rhode 
Island,  and  taken  fee  ef  oar  best  frigates  \  the  papers  say  three ; 
but  it  is  not  true  that  two  regiments  haye  been  cut  to  pieces,  for  the 
45th,  one  of  the  named,  is  in  England.  He  did  say,  that  your 
friend.  Lord  Oomwallis,  has  the  back  country  open  to  him,  and  he 
did  not  add,  what  Lord  Seiton  tells  me  is  said,  that  he  had  proyi- 
sicms  but  for  six  weeks.  We  shall  close,  I  belieye  and  hope,  Madam, 
IB  wishing  an  end  to  this  destruction  of  the  species,  nor  can  tbe 
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most  loyal,  I  Bopposs,  flunk  ffaat  eno  the  depflodeooe  of  Am«iM 
was  wraHi  pondutong  Rt  the  ezpenae  of  thooBuids  of  hres,  of  forty 
miUioiu  <tf  maaey,  of  the  aoreangntf  of  Uie  sea,  ud  of  flte  Ion 
of  Ameiioa  itselfl  We  were  nAtonlly  tradsBinen,  md  had  better 
hare  borne  a  lew  a&onti  ttuu  aoNrted  the  poiot  of  honour  at  n 
dear  a  rate. 

It  is  Teiy  hi  £r<aa  true,  Madam,  that  I  write  either  pndogoa 
or  epilogue  to  the  '  Ooant  of  Narbnnte.'  I  ooold  no  more  oompoee 
twenty  renea  that  I  oonld  danoe  a  hornpipe.  My  fiMtultiee  an  m 
dilabriea  as  my  limba,  and  these  are  deplorable.  My  nems  are  80 
abattered  that  the  clapping  of  a  door  makes  me  tranble ;  and  fluB 
poor  hand  that  is  writing  to  you  has  loog  lost  tilie  nae  of  three  of  iti 
jmnta,  and  I  fear  will  quite  desert  me.  I  hare  now,  and  have  had 
all  the  summer,  the  goot  in  the  fonrth  finger.  Thos  my  peraoa  is  as 
antiqiuted  as  my  politicnl  opinions  I 

I  hare  not  seen  Mr.  Selwyn  for  half  a  eentnry.  "Sa  has  iie  mal 
ipropoa  almost  as  strongiy  as  the  d  pnpe».  Otiiers  with  more 
malice^  say  they  peroeiTe  a  lilt<wwi  to  the  Lord  William.  Misa 
Uoyd  is  fbll  as  like  to  Lady  Sarah.  Min  Banbmy  has  a  great  deal 
of  the  Lennoxes,  not  so  handsome,  bnt  wiOi  a  maoh  prettier  person 
than  any  of  the  fiemolee  of  the  fiunily. 

Genealogist  as  I  am,  I  cannot  make  oat,  Madam,  how  Misa  Sook- 
ville  is  Lord  Mansfield's  oieoe.  Ton  say  you  do  not  mtirdy  heliere 
that  his  Lordship  gave  away  his  nieoe.  Cela  m»  prnte.  To  weep  at 
weddings  I  know  is  of  ancient  oostom,  as  mnch  as  dovbU  entendm ; 
«  ceremonial,  the  former,  of  which  I  never  knew  the  origin.  The 
more  and  the  longer  a  &shion  prevails,  the  less  sense  &ere  oom- 
monly  is  in  it  Thenoe  solntioniste,  like  etymolt^ists,  seldom  hit  on 
the  tme  fomidati<m,  bof^  hunting  ffxt  some  meaning. 

I  reooUeot  how  prolix  my  last  was ;  and  thon^  yoa  ate  too  dnl 
to  tell  m^  MmJaiTi,  of  that  other  symptoot  d  my  dotage^  I  am  awaie 
ct  it  myself  and  wish  yen  good  ni^t. 


S079.    TO  THX  BBT.  WILLIAM  MA80V. 

BerheUy  Square,  Nov.  7,  1781. 

If  great  conntriea  ever  owned  a  defeat  or  gazettes  eyer  spoke 

truth,  you  would  conclude  by  tiiat  of  last  night  that  the  Boyalists  in 

Ameriea  hiive  had  shining  and  solid  success  under  a  person  formerly 

called  one  Ai-aoldi  but  who  haa  plainly  shown  himself  two  Arnolds. 
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Tbia  '  Ghusette '  has  been  gleaned  and  new-boiled  from  amidst  a  heap 
of  disasteiB  that  were  brought  oyer  on  Saturday  by  Oolonel  Conway 
eoqpress  from  Sir  Henry  01inton»  and  which  have  transpired  from 
other  letters,  or  from  the  soap-boilers  themselves.  Two  regiments 
even  of  the  tictorions  expedition  under  double  Arnold  have  been 
cut  to  pieces  by  the  Americans, — the  latter,  you  know,  neyer 
fight 

The  town  says,  from  various  letters  which  came  over  on  Saturday, 
too,  but  not  one  of  which,  to  be  sure,  the  '  Gktsette '  has  seen,  that 
liord  Gomwallis  is  in  a  most  desperate  position,  and  had  provisions 
but  for  a  monih,  that  we  have  lost  two  or  three  frigates,  that  the 
French  have  landed  some  thousand  men,  have  been  joined  by  eight 
men-of-war  of  the  line,  and  are  superior  to  our  fleet  by  eleven  or 
twelve  ships.  The  Stocks,  who  have  not  such  command  of  coimte- 
nance  as  ihe  '  Ghzette,'  are  low-spirited. 

This  is  all  the  hearsay  I  know.  I  came  to  town  this  morning  to 
attend  the  rehearsal  of  Mr.  Jephson's  Play,  but  I  do  not  write  pro- 
logue or  epilogue,  as  the  newspapers  say;  and  shall  return  to  Stmw- 
beiry  on  Saturday. 

I  hope  your  commission  was  executed  to  your  satisfiEustion.  It  was 
not  my  &ult  that  it  was  not  performed  immediately. 

When  will  your  residence  end?  when  do  you  return  to  your 
flocks,  two-legged  or  four-leggedP  and  when  shall  you  leave  them 
and  come  southward  ?  * 


1  10  WEM  BOI.  BOKACB  WALVOU. 

York,  Nov.  9, 1781. 

I  AM  it  Qsiia]  a&  epistolary  ealprit  or  rather  in  a  state  of  Insolren^ :  and  yon 
I  lappose  wiU  have  no  liteniy  dealings  with  me  till  yon  cannot  help  it,  that  is»  till 
some  more  important  news  from  America  than  Arnold's  depredations  makes  yon 
write  whether  yon  will  or  no ;  in  the  mesa  time  having  got  a  sort  of  a  subject  &»'  a 
letter,  I  shall  employ  this  paper  upon  it. 

A  few  days  ago  a  Clergyman  in  this  neighbonrhood  who  is  in  a  state  of  resl  insol- 
Tency,  and  who  I  beUere  brooght  himself  into  it  by  his  own  great  imprudence,  sent 
me  by  my  Printer  a  blade  letter  Chancer  of  the  first  edition,  and  an  original  pictore 
of  the  poet  Drayton;  for  the  book  he  asked  one  guinea,  for  the  picture  five.  As  I 
mmkft  no  curious  coUeetionsy  either  of  books  or  of  pictures,  neiUier  of  these  offers 
were  aeoepted  by  me,  as  chuity  was  out  of  the  case,  for  his  debts  are  too  large  and 
his  imprudence  too  great  to  make  him  an  object  of  it  He  has  <2e  ^uai  vivre,  and 
added  thousands  would  only  make  him  more  improrident ;  this  I  only  speak  ttom  the 
f^^^mwmMMT  I  luiTe  heard  of  Um,  for  he  is  not  of  my  acquaintance. 

However,  as  the  picture  is  certainly  an  original,  I  think  it  worth  while  to  describe 
it  to  you,  as  you  may  perhaps  be  either  willing  to  purchase  it^  or  to  mention  it  to 
■ome  of  your  friends. 

It  is  on  board,  about  the  Holbein  siie  of  a  head,  that  is  something  less  than  lifo, 
the  drapery  Uack,  with  a  doak  on  the  left  shoulder,  a  broad  ruff,  and  a  lanrd  eiowii, 
the  date^  MiMi,  nm  8S  anno  1099,  which,  on  consulting  Oxainger,  I  foond  answered 
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2080.    TO  SOBEBT  JSPHSOIT,  UQ. 

Berldey  Square,  Nop,  7, 1781 . 

Yesi^erday^SItiI  received  the  &yoiirof  your  letteir  with  the  inclosed 
prologue,'  and  am  extremely  pleased  with  it ;  not  only  as  it  omits 
mention  of  me,  for  which  I  give  you  my  warmest  thanks,  Imt  as  a 
composition.  The  thoughts  are  juJst  and  happily  eizprossed ;  and  the 
conclusion  is  so  lively  and  well  conceived,  that  Mr.  Harris,  to  whom 
I  carried  it  this  morning,  thinks  it  will  have  great  e&ct.  We  are 
very  sorry  you  have  not  sent  us  an  epilogue  too ;  but,  before  I  touch 
oh  that,  I  will  be  more  r^;ular  in  my  details.  Miss  Younge  has 
accepted  the  part  very  gracefully ;  and  by  a  letter  I  have  received 
from  her,  in  answer  to  mine,  will,  I  flatter  myself,  take  care  to  do 
justice  to  it.  Nay,  she  is  so  zealous,  that  Mr.  Hanis  teUs  me  she 
has  taken  great  pains  with  the  young  person  who  is  to  play  the 
daughter,  but  whose  name  I  cannot  at  this  moment  recollect' 

I  must  now  confess  that  I  have  been  again  alarmed.  I  had  a 
message  fix)m  Mr.  Harris  on  Saturday  last  to  tell  me  that  the 
performers  had  been  so  alert,  and  were  so  ready  with  their  parts, 
and  the  many  disappointments  that  had  happened  this  season  had 
been  so  prejudicial  to  him,  that  it  would  be  easy  and  necessary  to 
bring  out  your  play  next  Saturday  the  10th,  and  desired  to  have  the 
prologue  and  epilogue.    This  precipitation  made  me  apprehend  that 

exactly  to  hii  time  of  life,  though  not  to  the  date  of  his  print,  whieh  was  taken  from 
a  picture  drawn  when  he  was  older.  It  is  a  sensible  ooantenance  and  in  good  drawing, 
bnt  with  little  shadow,  consequently  flat  thovgh  highly  finished.  It  is  in  good  preser- 
Tation  except  a  blister  or  two  on  the  nose,  which  Beckwitb  onr  pietnre^eanflr  here 
says  he  conld  easily  core.  He  offers  to  repair  tlie  whole  for  half-*^;ainea,  and  as  he 
is  not  only  a  rery  good  pictnre-deaner  bnt  also  a  great  antiquarian,  I  am  eertain  he 
woold  execate  his  task  ctm  amort,  or  rather  with  all  the  care  and  fiuthfol  solieitode 
of  AntiquarianiUty,  which  as  it  is  a  word  of  my  own  coining,  and  has  before  had 
yonr  approbation,  I  hope  I  may  nse  without  being  accused  of  tautology.  If  this 
account  of  the  picture  induces  you  or  any  of  your  acquaintance  to  become  its  pur- 
chaser, I  shall  take  care  that  it  be  be  sent  to  you  with  idl  possible  punctuality ;  for  I 
have  a  sort  of  Tcneration  for  the  old  Laureate,  though  rather  for  Selden's  sske  than 
his  own ;  because  I  remember  that  the  lawyer^s  notes  on  his '  Poliolbion '  helped  me 
to  much  record  erudition  concerning  Druidiam,  when  I  was  writing  '  Caractacua.' 

I  haye  (God  be  thanked)  got  one  quarter's  Basidenoe  almost  orer,  and  begin 
another  next  Sunday ;  if  I  get  well  through  it,  I  shall  then  be  my  own  man  for  a  year 
and  three  quarters.  In  hopes  of  hearing  from  you  soon,  I  slumber  in  my  stall,  and 
with  a  Teiy  dignified  yawn  oondnde  myself  rery  fisithfully  and  respectfully  yours, 

W.  Masom. 

'  To  the  tragedy  of  the  '  Count  of  Karbonne.' — WaiasT. 

'  Miss  Satchel].— Wuoaf. 


1791.1  VO  MB.  JIPHBOH.  UV 

justice  Toold  not  be  done  to  jota  tragedy.  Still  I  did  not  d«e  to 
lemonstrate ;  nor  Tould  Tentare  to  iamp  im  udonr  wluoh  I  eould 
not  expect  to  excite  again.  Instead  of  objecting  to  hia  iLaste,  I  only 
aaid  I  luui  not  reoeiTed  yonr  prologue  and  epilogue,  but  had  written 
for  ttiem  and  ea|>ected  them  ereiy  niinate,  thoogh,  as  it  depended  on 
winds,  one  oonld  nerer  be  sore.  I  trusted  to  aoodenlR  for  delay ;  at 
least  I  tltonght  I  oould  oontrive  some,  withoat  aeenung  to  oranbat 
what  he  thought  for  his  interest 

I  haTB  not  been  mistaken.  On  reoeiTing  your  prologoe  yesterday, 
I  came  to  town  to-day  and  carried  it  to  him,  to  show  him  I  lost  no 
time.  He  told  me  Mr.  Henderaon  was  not  enough  rooovered,  hat 
he  hoped  wonld  be  well  enough  to  bring  out  the  play  on  Setpr- 
day  se'nnight;  that  he  had  had  a  rough  leheoisal  yesterday 
morning,  with  which  he  had  been  charmed ;  and  was  persoaded, 
and  that  the  performers  think  so  too,  that  your  play  will  have  great 
eSeot  All  this  made  me  very  easy.  There  is  to  be  a  regular 
rehearsal  on  Saturday,  for  which  I  shall  st^  in  town  <m  purpose ; 
and,  if  I  find  the  performers  perfect,  I  think  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion to  its  appearance  on  Saturday  se'nnight.  I  shall  rather  prefer 
that  day  to  a  later;  ae,  the  Parliament  not  being  me^  it  will  have  a 
week's  nm  before  polities  interfere. 

Now,  Sir,  for  the  epilogue.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  deoring 
Kr.  Harris  to  have  one  prepared,  in  case  youra  should  not  arrive  in 
time.  It  ia  a  compliment  to  him,  (I  do  not  mean  that  he  will 
write  it  himself,)  will  interest  him  still  more  in  the  oa«8e ;  and, 
thoo^  he  may  not  procure  a  very  good  one,  a  manager  may  know 
better  than  we  do  what  will  suit  the  taste  of  the  tim^  The  success 
of  a  play  being  previous,  cannot  he  hurt  by  an  qulogue,  though 
some  plays  have  bccu  saved ;  and  if  it  be  not  a  good  one,  it  will  not 
affect  you.  If  you  sund  OS  a  good  one,  though  too  late,  it  may  be 
printed  with  the  play. 

I  must  act  abunt  tho  imprecision  just  t^e  reverse  of  what  I  did 
about  the  performance,  and  must  beg  yoa  would  commission  some 
friend  to  transact  thnt  affair;  £or  I  know  nothing  of  the  terms,  and 
should  probably  disserve  yoa  if  I  undertook  tiie  treaty  with  the 
booksellers,  nor  Bhotild  I  have  time  to  supervise  the  oorrection  of 
flie  press.  In  truth,  it  is  so  disagreeable  a  husmess,  th^  I  dwibt  I 
have  (^ven  pnx^  at  n^  own  press  of  being  too  negligent ;  and  as  I 
am  actually  at  present  reprintiog  my  'AneodoteiB  of  Fainting,'  I 
have  but  too  much  business  of  that  sort  on  my  hands.  You  will 
forgive  my  saying  this,  especially  wheq  you  ct^dor  that  jay  hands 
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are  yery  lame,  and  fhai  this  morning  in  Mr.  Harris's  room,  the  right 
one  shook  so,  that  I  was  forced  to  desire  him  to  write  amemorandmn 
for  me. 

I  think  I  haye  omitted  nothing  materiaL  Mr.  Wrong^ton  is  to 
play  the  'Oonni'  I  do  not  know  who  will  speak  the  prologue; 
probably  not  Mr.  Henderson,  as  lie  has  been  so  yery  ill :  nor  should 
I  be  yery  earnest  for  it;  for  the  'Friar's'  is  so  capital  and  so 
laborious  a  part,  that  I  should  not  wish  to  abate  his  powers  by 
any  preyious  exertion.  Perhaps  I  refine  too  much,  but  I  own  I 
think  the  non-appearance  of  a  principal  actor  till  his  part  opens  is 
an  adyantage. 

I  will  only  add  that  I  must  beg  you  will  not  talk  of  obligations 
to  me.  You  haye  at  least  oyerpaid  me  taiwmce  by  the  honour  you 
haye  done  me  in  adopting  the  '  Castle  of  Otranto.' 


S081.    TO  BOBEBT  JEPHSON,  ESQ. 

Sirawbmy  HiU,  Nov.  10, 1781* 

As  I  haye  been  at  the  rehearsal  of  your  tragedy  to-day.  Sir,  I 
must  giye  you  a  short  account  of  it ;  though  I  am  little  able  to  write, 
baying  a  good  deal  of  gout  in  my  right  hand,  which  would  haye 
kept  me  away  from  anything  dse,  and  made  me  huny  back 
hitiier  the  moment  it  was  oyer,  lest  I  should  be  confined  to  town. 
Mr.  Malone,  perhaps,  who  was  at  the  play-bouse  too,  may  haye 
anticipated  me ;  for  I  could  not  saye  the  post  to-night,  nor  will  this 
go  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Henderson  is  still  too  ill  to  attend,  but  hopes  to  be  abroad  by 
Tuesday :  Mr.  Hull  read  his  part  yery  well.  Miss  Younge*  is  per- 
fectly mistress  of  her  part,  is  pleased  with  it,  and  I  think  will  do  it 
justice.  I  neyer  saw  her  play  so  ably.  Miss  Satchell,  who  is  to 
play  *  Adelaide,'  is  ezactiy  what  she  should  be :  yery  young,  pretty 
enough,  natural  and  simple.  She  has  already  acted  *  Juliet '  with 
success.  Her  yoice  is  not  only  pleasing,  but  yery  audible;  and, 
which  is  much  more  rare,  yery  articulate :  she  does  not  gabble,  as 
most  young  women  do,  eyen  off  the  stage.  Mr.  Wroughton  much 
exceeded  my  expectation.  He  enters  warmly  into  his  part,  and 
with  thorough  seal.  Mr.  Lewis  was  so  yery  imperfect  in  his  part, 
that  I  cannot  judge  quite  what  he  will  do,  for  he  could  not  repeat 

>  lUii  Toonge,  afterwaids  Mn.  Pope.    She  died  in  1797.— CusimaBAiL 
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two  lines  by  heart ;  but  he  looked  haughtily,  and  as  he  jdeased  me 
in 'Percy/  which  is  the  same  kind  of  oharaoter,  I  promise  myself  he 
will  socoeed  in  this. 

Very,  yery  few  lines  will  be  omitted ;  and  there  will  be  one  or 
two  Terbal  alterations  to  aooommodate  the  diepositiony  but  which 
will  not  seppGBLr  in  the  printed  oopies,  of  which  Mr.  Malone  says  he 
will  take  the  managemeni  As  Mr.  Harris  and  the  playeis  all 
seemed  zealons  and  in  good  hmnoar,  I  would  not  oontest  some  trifles; 
and,  indeed,  they  were  not  at  all  unreasonable.  I  am  to  see  the 
scenes  on  Friday,  if  I  am  able ;  and  if  Mr.  Henderson  is  well 
enough,  the  play  will  be  performed  on  the  17th  or  immediately 
after.  Some  slight  delays,  which  one  cannot  foresee,  may  always 
happen.  In  traih,  I  litde  expected  so  much  readiness  and  com- 
pliance both  in  manager  and  actors ;  nor,  from  all  I  have  heard 
of  the  stage,  could  conceive  such  fsusilities.  From  the  moment  Mr. 
Harris  consented  to  perform  your  play,  there  has  not  been  one 
instance  of  obstinacy  or  wrongheadedness  anywhere.  If  the  audience 
is  as  reasonable  and  just,  you  may.  Sir,  promise  yourself  complete 
success. 


a082.    TO  BOBBBT  JEPHSOV,  BSa 

Strawberry  ffiU,  Iio9. 18, 1781. 

I  HATB  this  minute,  Sir,  received  the  corrected  copy  of  your 
tragedy,  which  is  almost  all  I  am  able  to  say,  for  I  have  so  much 
gout  in  this  hand,  and  it  shakes  so  much,  that  I  am  scarce  able  to 
managemypen.  Iwillgototownif  I  can,  and  consult  Mr.  Henderson 
on  the  alterations ;  though  I  confess  I  think  it  dangerous  to  propose 
them  so  late  before  representation,  which  the  papers  say  again  is  to 
be  on  Saturday  if  Mr.  Henderson  is  well  enough.  Mr.  Malone  shall 
have  the  corrected  copy  for  impression. 

I  own  I  cannot  suspect  that  Mr.  Sheridan  wiU  employ  any 
migenerous  arts  against  your  play.  I  have  never  heard  anything  to 
give  me  suspicions  of  his  behaving  unhandsomely;  and  as  you  indulge 
my  zeal  and  age  a  liberty  of  speaking  like  a  friend,  I  would  beg  you 
to  suppress  your  sense  of  the  too  great  prerogatives  of  theatrie 
Tnonarchs.  I  hope  you  will  again  and  again  have  occasion  to  court 
the  power  of  their  crowns ;  uid  therefore,  if  not  for  your  own,  for 
the  sake  of  the  public  do  not  declare  war  with  them.  It  has  not 
been  my  practice  to  preach  slavery ;  but,  while  one  deals  with  and 
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depends  on  mimio  sov^reignSy  I  would  act  poliqjr,  espeoially  when  hf 
temporary  paadve  ol^enoe  one  can  really  lay  a  lasting  obligation 
on  one's  country,  which  yonr  plays  really  are. 

I  am  glad  you  ajqiroye  what  I  had  previonsly  nndertaken, 
Mr.  Harris's  prooming  an  eplogne ;  he  told  me  on  Saturday  that 
he  should  have  one.  You  are  very  happy  in  friends.  Sir ;  widoli  is 
another  proof  of  your  merit.  Mr.  Malone  is  not  less  sealoua  than 
lb.  Tighe,  to  whom  I  beg  my 


iiiiiliitiotir 


20S3.    TQ  THS  HBY.  WILLIAM  HASOIT. 

Strawberry  HUl,  JV99. 18, 1781. 

I  TRY  to  answer  your  letter  though  my  hand  3h^ei9  so  it  is  Teiy 
difficult.  I  have  had  the  gout  in  my  right  these  thre^  months ;  the 
fourth  finger  has  dischai^god  A  shower  of  chalk-stcmes  which  malcaB 
me  as  a  genealogist,  no  otherwise  I  protest  to  yow  priesthood* 
conclude  that  I  am  descended  from  Deucalion  raiher  than  Adan^ 
unless  there  has  been  any  intermarriage  between  the  two  fomiliea. 
A  new  swelling  has  come  within  this  week  and  must  be  lanced  soon, 
and  being  very  nervons  too,  any  effort  in  ^ting  makeB  my  hand 
reel  more,  but  I  must  thank  you  for  your  Pfimiera  about  the  piotore 
of  Drayton,  though  I  do  not  choose  to  purchase  it.  I  hare  no  room 
to  stick  a  single  head ;  I  am  poor,  too,  and  am  grown  so  old  that 
every  acquisition  seems  much  dearar  to  me  from  the  little  dme  I 
have  to  enjoy  it.  Shall  I  own  farther?  I  do  not  think  all  Prayton 
ever  wrote  worth  five  guineas;  Dr.  Johnson  perhaps  may  have  installed 
him  in  Milton's  throne,  and  the  age  may  have  sworn  fealty  to  him  ( 
but  I  am  a  Tory,  and  adhere  to  the  right  line,  ai^  will  not  abjure 
those  I  learnt  to  revere  in  my  nursery,  nor  will  kneel  to  stocks  and 
stones  that  the  mob  are  taught  to  idolise. 

I  am,  too,  though  a  Goth,  so  modem  a  Oolh  that  I  hate  the  black 
letter,  and  I  love  Chaucer  better  in  Dryden  and  Baskerville,  than  in 
his  own  language  and  dress;  still  my  Antiquarianility  ismncb  obliged 
to  your  pimping  for  it,  but  the  axiility-half  predominates  and  will 
not  pay  for  such  a  spaik  as  Drayton,  who  is  neither  young  nor 
vigorons. 

Though  very  unfit  f(Nr  anything  at  present,  and  when  I  say  at 
present  do  not  imagine  I  expect  to  grow  fitter  for  anjrthing,  I  am 
occupied  about  Mr.  Jephecm's  play,  have  been  at  one  rehearsal,  and 
must,  if  I  can,  be  at  another  on  Friday.    The  players,  I  believe. 


1781.]  90  THB  COinmaB  OF  OBBOST.  Mi 

ibong^t  I  was  ooftne  to  aot  the  g^ost  of  the  miaoarriago  in  'ThA 
"What-d'y^-oall-it ;'  perhi^  it  may  prore  so  by  Tenturing  irith  tha 
goat  into  a  ould  theatre^  and  then  I  dudl  say  to  theoi  with  propriety^ 
''  I  owe  my  death  to  yoa I  to  yon !  to  you !''  I  codld  entertain  yoo^ 
were  my  hand  able,  with  the  history  of  my  negotiations  wifli 
Mr.  Hanis»  Miss  Yonnge,  and  how  all  my  finesse  was  nearly  deroutA 
by  an  Irish  head,  but  I  am  tired^  and  most  wish  you  good  night 


tOSl    ¥0  THB  OOITinWS  OF  OfiBOBt. 

Barhdeif  Sgrnrt^  Kav,  li^  1781. 

I  SDH^  know  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  go  flurong^  a  letter, 


Madam,  finr  I  have  a  new  swelling  on  one  of  my  fingers,  which  mnsi 
be  lanoed,  and  my  hand  trembles  so  mneh  that  I  often  oannot  write 
a  line.  In  tibis  nneasy  atoation  I  am  again  come  to  town  to  attend 
a  rehearsaL  This  play,  I  eonfiBSs,  plagues  me  a  good  deal,  for 
omr  lord's  ediptio  eoontrymen  undo  as  toMk  as  I  do.  The  manager 
was  going  to  hurry  on  the  performance  last  Satorday,  before  aotdrs^. 
soenes,  or  anything  was  ripe.  I  trusted  to  accidents  and  bore  that 
haste.  I  had  no  sooner  done  so,  than  one  of  your  Mitorians  took 
fire  and  wrote  an  angry  letter  to  Mr.  Harris,  in  resentment  of  the 
preeipitBti0n«  Well  t  that  quarrel  I  made  up*  To-day,  after  I  had 
begged  Mr.  Harris  to  procure  an  epilogue,  and  he  had  got  one^ 
Mr.  Jephson  had  written  to  this  Mr.  O'Quarrel,  who  is  a  poet  too, 
to  write  one,  and  so  he  has ;  and  now,  on  Thursday  night,  with  the 
play  to  come  forth  on  Saturday,  we  don't  know  which  is  to  be 
preferred.  I  am  to  be  at  the  theatre  to-morrow  by  eleven,  and 
Lord  knows  what  will  happen !  I  will  tire  your  Ladyship  no  more 
with  my  grievances,  but  wlQ  take  oare  how  I  promise  and  vow  for  a 
play  again.  I  want  to  be  quiet  in  my  own  Strawberry  again — 
indeed  I  am  fit  to  be  no  where  else,  and  have  a  great  mind  to  fix 
there. 

I  heard  a  great  deal  of  French  news  fother  day  by  one  just  come 
from  Paris.  I  don't  answer  tor  one  syllable  being  true.  My  historian 
says  ihe  Queen  seemed  to  be  resolved,  alaMmied^Egte^  that  her  babe 
should  be  a  dauphin.  Her  reckoning  and  her  person  shifted  back 
wards  and  forwards,  and  the  last  time  having  put  off  her  delivery 
for  a  fortnight,  and  sent  the  King  to  hunt,  he  was  fetched  back  in  a 
qoartor  of  aa  hour  to  see  a  son.  Then  there  is  a  dati^tfid  episode 
of  a  Mademoiselle  Diane  de  Polignac,  a  friend  of  the  favourite 
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Dabhen^  wlio  was  dame  to  Madame  EKzabefli,  a^d  who  was  so  Terjr 
piouSy  and  had  so  bemeihodised  her  mistress,  that  Hiey  feared  fiie 
Princess  would  follow  her  aunt  Louise  into  a  oonyent,  and  they 
would  have  dismissed  the  saint,  if  the  Queen  would  have  consented, 
and  if  the  saint  herself  had  not,  one  beau  maim,  had  the  misfortune 
to  have  a  little  one.  For  fear  of  any  more  virgin-mothers,  the 
Qneen  and  the  Duchess  have  jnoduced  an  old  Madame  Danddot^ 
who  was  exiled  in  the  last  reign  for  having  taken  a  very  di£Ferent 
way  to  convert  Madame  Adelaide,  by  lending  her  a  strange  book,  of 
which  I  protest  I  know  the  name  no  more  than  your  Ladyship. 
One  anecdote  more,  and  I  will  not  ask  my  hand  to  say  a  word  more. 
The  Comte  d'Artois  carried  his  eldest  boy,  the  Comte  d'Angonl^me, 
to  see  the  dauphin.  The  child  said,  ^^Iled  bienpetU."  The  Prince 
replied,  **  Patience,  numenfimt,  vom  b  inmoereg  bim^M  trcp  gramL'* 
I  don't  know  whether  your  Ladyship  can  read  all  this  tittle-tatUe; 
it  does  not  signify  if  you  do  not  I  know  nothing  else,  nor  could 
write  more  if  I  did.  Soon,  mayhap,  I  must  write  upcm  a  slate,  it 
will  only  be  scraping  my  fingers  to  a  pdnt,  and  they  will  serve  finr  a 
chalk  penciL 

I  have  been  at  the  theatre,  and  compromised  the  affidr  of  the 
epilogues ;  one  is  to  be  spoken  to-morrow,  the  Friend's  on  the  author's 
night.  I  have  been  tumbling  into  trap-doors,  seeing  dresses  tried  on 
iu  the  green-room,  and  directing  armour  in  the  painting-room,  and 
all  this  with  such  a  throbbing  hand  that  I  was  tempted  to  rest  myself 
in  Oovent-Garden  Ohurch-yard,  and  bilk  both  the  great  stage  and 
the  little  one. 


aOS&    TO  BOBSBT  JBPH80K,  ESQ. 

Berkde^  Sqwwt,  Kcm.  IS,  17S1. 

As  Mr.  Malone  undertook  to  give  you  an  account,  Sir,  by  last 
nighfs  post,  of  the  great  success  of  your  tragedy,'  I  did  not  hasten 
home  to  write ;  but  stayed  at  the  theatre,  to  talk  to  Mr.  Harris  and 
the  actors,  and  learn  what  was  said,  besides  the  general  applause. 
Indeed  I  never  saw  a  more  imprejudiced  audience,  nor  more  atten- 
tion.   There  was  not  the  slightest  symptom  of  disapprobation  to  any 

*  JeplMMNi*!  tnge^  of  *  Tlie  Oooni  of  V aiboniM '  wm  prodvoed  al  OortaUtedMi, 
17th  lioT.,  1781,  and  aeted  aboai  iiin«teen  times.— CvniuioHAM. 
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party  and  fhe  plaudit  was  great  and  long  when  giTen  out  again  bt 
Monday.  I  mention  these  ouroomstancea  in  justification  of  Mr. 
Sheridan,  to  whom  I  neyer  spoke  in  my  life,  bat  who  certainly  had 
not  sent  a  sing^  person  to  hurt  yon.  llie  prologae  was  exceedingly 
liked;  and,  for  effect^  no  play  ever  produced  more  tears.  In 
the  green-ioom  I  found  that  Hortenaia's  sudden  death  was  the  only 
incident  disapproved,  as  we  heard  by  intelligence  from  the  pit ;  and 
it  is  to  be  deliberated  to-morrow  whether  it  may  not  be  preferable 
to  carry  her  off  as  if  only  in  a  swoon.  When  there  is  only  so  slight 
an  objection,  you  cannot  doubt  of  your  full  success.  It  is  impossible 
to  say  how  much  justice  Miss  Younge  did  to  your  writing.  She  has 
shown  herself  a  great  mistress  of  her  profession,  mistress  of  dignity, 
passion,  and  of  all  the  sentiments  you  haye  put  into  her  hands.  The 
applause  given  to  her  description  of  Baymond's  death  lasted  some 
minutes,  and  recommenced ;  and  her  scene  in  the  fourth  act^  after 
the  Count's  ill-usage,  was  played  in  the  highest  perfection.  Mr. 
Henderson  was  bx  better  than  I  expected  from  his  weakness,  uid 
from  his  rehearsal  yesterday,  with  whkh  he  was  much  discontented 
himsel£  Mr.  Wroughton  was  very  animated,  and  played  the  part 
of  the  Ooimt  much  better  than  any  man  now  on  the  stage  would 
haye  done.  I  wish  I  could  say  Mr.  Lewis  satisfied  me ;  and  that 
poor  child  Miss  Satdhell  was  yery  inferior  to  what  she  appeared  at 
the  rdiearsals,  where  the  total  edlfflice  and  our  nearness  deceiyed  us. 
Her  yoiee  has  no  strength,  nor  is  she  yet  at  all  mistress  of  the  stage. 
I  haye  begged  Miss  Younge  to  try  what  she  can  do  with  her  by 
Monday.  Howeyer,  there  is  no  danger  to  your  play :  it  is  fully 
established.  I  confess  I  am  not  only  pleased  on  your  account^  Sir, 
but  on  Mr.  Harris's,  as  he  has  been  so  yery  oblig^  to  me.  I  am 
not  likely  to  haye  any  more  intercourse  with  the  stage ;  but  I  shall 
be  happy  if  I  leave  my  interlude  there  by  settling  an  amity  between 
you  and  Mr.  Harris,  whence  I  hope  he  will  draw  profit  and  you  more 
renown. 


208^    TO  THS  HOK.  B.  B.  CONWAY. 

JkrMeff  Square^  Btmdaiff  mormmg,  Nov,  18, 1781. 

I  HAVE  been  here  again  for  three  days,  tending  and  nursing  and 
waiting  on  Mr.  Jephson's  play.  I  have  brought  it  into  the  world, 
was  wdl  delivered  of  it,  it  can  stand  on  its  own  legs — and  I  am  going 
back  to  m;  own  quiet  hill,  never  likely  to  have  anything  more  to  dc, 
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inih  theaiarel  Indeed  it  lias  seemed  stirange  to  me,  ^o  for  iiiesi 
thfee  of  fbtir  y^ars  have  not  been  so  many  times  in  a  play-house,  nor 
knew  six  of  the  actors  hy  sights  to  be  at  two  rehearsals,  behind  the 
scenes,  in  the  green-room,  and  acquainted  with  half  the  company. 
The  '  Oonnt  of  Narbonne '  was  played  last  night  with  great  api^nse, 
and  without  a  sing^  murmur  of  disapprobation.  Miss  Yonnge  has 
charmed  me.  She  played  with  intelligenoe  that  was  quite  surprising. 
The  applause  to  one  of  her  speeches  lasted  a  minute,  and  recom^ 
menced  twice  befiire  the  play  coold  go  on.  I  am  sure  you  will  be 
pleased  wifli  the  conduct  and  the  easy  beautiftil  language  of  the 
play,  and  struck  with  her  acting. 


iOSr.    TO  BOBBBT  JXPHSOK,  BSa 

Strawberry  HiO,  Nw.  21, 1781. 

I  HAYS  just  receiyed  your  two  litters.  Sir,  and  the  epilogue^  which 
I  am  sorry  eame  so  late,  as  fliere  are  yery  pretty  things  in  it :  bat  I 
believe  it  would  be  yery  improper  to  produce  it  now,  as  ths  two  others 
haye  been  wpdkxssi, 

I  am  SQonry  you  are  discontent  with  there  being  no  standing  figoro 
of  Alphonsoi  and  that  I  acquiesced  in  its  being  eumbent  I  did 
certainly  yield,  and  I  think  my  reascms  will  justify  me.  In  the  first 
plaoe^  you  seemed  to  haye  made  a  distinction  between  the  statue  and 
the  tomb;  and  had  both  been  represented,  they  would  haye  made  a 
confusion^  But  a  more  urgent  reason  for  my  compliance  was  the 
diortoeas  of  the  time^  which  did  not  allow  Uie  preparation  of  aa 
Mitixe  new  scene,  as  I  proposed  last  year  and  this,  nayi  and  mentioned 
it  to  Ur.  Harris.  When  I  eame  to  the  house  to  see  the  scene 
prepared,  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  adjust  an  erect  figure  to  it; 
nor,  indeed,  do  I  conceiye,  were  thesoene  diqK)sed  as  you  recommend, 
how  Adelaide  could  be  stabbed  behind  the  scenes.  As  I  neyer 
disguise  the  tenth,  I  must  own, — for  I  did  think  myself  so  much 
obliged  to  Mr.  Harris, — that  I  was  unwilling  to  heap  difficulties  on 
him,  when  I  did  not  think  they  would  hurt  your  piece.  I  fortunately 
was  not  mistaken :  the  entrance  of  Adelaide  wounded  had  the  utmost 
effect^  and  I  belieye  much  greater  than  would  haye  resulted  firom 
her  being  stabbed  on  the  stage.  In  shorty  the  success  has  been  so 
complete,  and  both  your  poetry  and  the  conduct  of  the  tragedy  are 
so  much  and  so  justly  admired,  that  I  flattw  myself  you  will  not 
blame  me  fixr  what  has  not  produced  the  smallest  inconyenienoe. 
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BoOi  Um  mkfmgat  nd  tkbe  aoton  were  traeteUe^  I  belioTe,  beyoii4 
etiwnple ;  and  it  is  my  natiiie  to  beaf  aoine  eontradietioiif  when  it 
will  oany  maienal  pomts.  The  yery  mornings  the  only  nunning  I 
liad  to  settle  the  dispoaitiony  I  had  another  diffieotty  to  reoonoiley— 
the  oompetitum  of  the  two  epilognipa^  whieh  I  was  so  IndEy  as  to 
oomproimse  too.  I  will  say  nothing  of  my  being  three  hours  eaol^ 
limey  on  two  aaveral  days^  in  a  odd  theatre  with  the  gout  on  me } 
and  peihaps  it  was  too  natoral  to  give  up  a  few  points  in  order  to 
get  homs^  for  which  I  ask  yonr  pasdon,  Yet  tibe  event  shows  that 
I  have  not  injnred  yon ;  and  if  I  was  in  one  iostanoe  impati^t^  I 
flatter  myself  that  my  solioitatians  to  Mr.  Harris  and  Miu  Younge* 
and  the  zeal  I  have  shown  to  serre  yoa»  will  atpne  for  my  having  in 
one  moment  thought  of  myself  and  then  only  when  the  reasons  that 
weighed  with  me  were  so  plausiUe,  that  without  a  totally  new  scene, 
whidh  the  time  wcmld  not  allow,  I  do  not  see  how  they  oould  have 
been  obviated.  Your  tragedy.  Sir,  has  taken  such  a  nmk  upon  the 
stage,  that  one  may  reasonably  hope  it  will  hereaftet  be  represented 
wiib  all  the  decorations  to  your  mind ;  and  I  admire  It  so  truly,  that 
I  shall  be  glad  to  have  it  conducted  by  an  abler  mechanist  than  your 
obedient  humble  servant 


1088.    TO  THl  OOUirTlSa  OF  08S0BT. 

arawberrp  HiU,  Noo.  72, 1781. 

I  AX  angry  with  myself,  Madam,  for  having  dropped  a  word  that 
gave  you  any  concern ;  nor  shall  I  forgive  my  guil^  self,  though  it 
has  produced  such  new  proof  of  your  Ladyship's  goodness.  I  have 
not  suflRared  at  all  by  my  campaign  at  the  theatre,  but  Uke  weedi 
ikai  meape  iheie^th$f  I  do  not  catch  cold  where  a  giant  would.  It  is 
true  I  am  so  nervous^  that  the  least  surprise  or  sudden  noise 
agitates  i^e  firom  head  to  foot;  but  I  will  not  say  a  word  more  on 
mj  debility.  An  aspen  leaf  can  give  an  oak  no  idcA  of  its  sensations 
—and  why  diould  it  P  I  have  such  a  dread  of  seeming  not  to  be 
^ipneed  of  my  antiquity  and  decay,  that  very  likely  I  carry  it  to 
aflbotation,  fin:  it  ii  difficult  to  keep  to  the  medium  of  simplicity  and 
cammon  sense,  on  any  occasion.  Having  therefore  put  in  my  caveat 
against  being  sui^ected  of  any  imaginary  robustness,  you  shall  hear 
no  more  of  any  oracks  that  happened  to  the  premises. 

After  all  my  pains  Mr.  Jephson  is  not  quite  satisfied.  Though  X 
had  begged  him  (and  he  had  promised)  not  to  eonununicate  to  his 

TOL.    Till.  I 
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Irish  friends  ihe  approaching  edUntion  of  his  tragedy,  he  had,  as  I 
told  your  Lad3rBhip,  written  to  one  of  them  here,  who,  as  I  told  you 
too,  quarrelled  witii  Mr.  Harris,  and  ihen,  I  believe,  with  me,  about 
his  epilogue.  To  punish  me,  he  wrote  te  Mr.  Je{dison  that  I  had 
given  up  a  material  point  of  the  deooration  <tf  the  last  scene,  and 
had  consented  that  tiie  statue  ci  Alphonso  should  be  cumbent, 
though  Mr.  Jephson  had  called  it  Handing — ^whidi,  by  the  way,  was 
wrong.  The  truth  was,  we  had  not  time  to  remedy  tiiat  contra^' 
diction,  unless  by  altering  the  word,  which  Mr*  Friend  would  not 
allow,  nor  could  we  have  placed  an  erect  statue  in  the  soene  pre* 
pared — and  if  we  could,  it  Would  have  spoiled  the  great  effect  of  the 
last  scene.  In  short,  Mr.  J^hson  has  written  me  a  pressing  letter 
to  amend  that  disposition,  when  it  is  too  late.  Well  1  I  am  contemt 
with  having  brought  so  beautiful  a  play  on  the  stage ;  and,  as  it  is 
never  too  late  to  learn,  I  will  take  care  how  I  undertake  such  an 
office  another  time. 

My  sage  nephew.  Lord  Orford,  is,  I  hear,  drawing  up  a  code  of 
laws — ^for  coursing ;  for  the  use  of  her  Imperial  Majesty  of  Buasia 
— a  fitter  code,  indeed,  for  a  despot,  than  a  general  system  of  l^is- 
lation.  I  hope  Diderot  and  D'Alembert  will  celelnrate  her  humanity 
in  not  allowing  poor  hares  to  be  hunted  to  death,  but  according  to 
law.  You  see.  Madam,  she  has  sent  her  son  to  travel ;  shall  you  be 
prodigiously  surprised  if  he  was  to  die  suddenly  by  eating  ice  when 
he  was  over-heated  ? 


S089.    TO  BIB  HORACE  HANK. 

Berhde^  iSgrvare,  Ifo9.  26, 178L 

Your  letter  of  the  10th,  which  I  have  received  to-night,  has  been 
very  cordial  to  me,  as  Mrs.  Noel  and  I  have  been  very  uneasy  at 
not  seeing  your  nephew,  who  used  to  have  the  two  qualities  of 
punctuality  and  flying;  but  I  see  he  cannot  ezeouto  the  latter  when 
his  wings  are  wetted.  I  left  Twickenham  this  moining;  but,  though 
the  Duchess  of  Montrose  and  Mrs.  Noel  are  to  come  to  town  on 
Wednesday,  I  shall  send  a  line  to  the  latter,  to  let  her  know  tha 
accidents  your  nejixew  experienced  at  setting  out. 

I  am  delighted  that  Mrs.  Damer  and  you  are  delighted  with  each 
other.  I  know  it  mutually,  for  Lady  Aylesbury  received  a  letter 
this  evening  from  Lady  William  Oampbell,  who  told  her  so.  Thank 
you  a  million  of  times  for  your  kindness  to  them.    If  you  have  time 


1781.]  TO  THE  BEY.  MB.  MASON.  Ill 

to  know  MirB.  Darner,  irliat  will  yon  not  think  of  her  P    Bat  I  moat 
torn  to  a  subject  that  will  not  be  so  pleasing  to  yon. 

An  account  came  yesterday  that  oonld  not  but  be  ezpeoted,  diat 
Washington  and  the  French  hare  made  Lord  OomwaUis  and  his 
whole  army  prisoners.  I  do  not  know  what  others  think,  but  to  me 
it  seems  fortunate  tliat  they  were  not  all  cut  to  pieces.  It  is  not 
heroic  perhaps,  but  I  am  glad,  that  this  disaster  arriving  before  our 
fleet  reached  the  Ohesapeak,  it  turned  back  to  New  York  without 
attacking  the  French  fleet,  who  are  above  three  to  two,  thirty-seven 
to  twenty-three.  This  is  all  I  know  yrt ;  and  yet  this  comes  at  an 
untoward  moment ;  for  the  Parliament  meets  to-morrow,  and  itputi 
the  Speech  and  speeches  a  little  into  disorder. 

I  cannot  put  on  the  hed  of  the  day,  and  act  grief.  Whatever 
puts  an  end  to  the  American  war  will  save  the  lives  of  thousand*— 
millions  of  money  too.  If  gloiy  compensates  such  sacrifices,  I  never 
heard  that  disgraces  and  disappointments  were  palliatives ;  but  I 
will  not  descant,  nor  is  it  right  to  vaunt  of  having  been  in  the  right 
when  one's  wwatrfs  shame  is  the  solution  of  one's  prophecy,  nor 
would  one  join  in  the  triumph  of  her  enemies.  Details  you  will  hear 
from  France  sooner  than  I  can  send  them ;  but  I  will  write  again 
the  moment  I  know  anything  material  I  am  sorry  your  nephew  is 
not  arrived ;  who,  by  being  in  Parliament  and  in  the  world,  would 
be  sooner  and  better  iuformed  than  I,  who  stir  Uttle  out  of  my  own 
house,  and  have  no  political  connections,  nor  scarce  a  wish  but  to  die 
in  peace. 

8090.    TO  THB  BBY.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

Berkdey  Square,  Jtfw,  20, 1781,  laU  at  ntfj^ 

I  CAME  to  town  to-day  at  two  o'clock,  and  found  the  town  in  a 
hubbub  on  the  news  of  Lord  ComwalUs  and  his  whole  army  being 
made  prisoners ;  but  the  Speech  and  two  majorities  to-morrow  will 
send  them  all  easy  again  to  the  opera  by  night. 

I  cannot  tell  you  a  word  more  of  this  mishap  than  Mr.  Stonhewer 
has  told  you,  whom  I  met  this  evening  at  Lady  Cecilia's,  and  who 
has  written  to  you.  Mr.  Macpherson,  who  publishes  our  daily  creed, 
has  been  proclaiming  tiiat  Lord  Gomwallis  has  vowed  Ee  would 
never  pile  up  his  arms  like  Burgoyne.  I  do  not  know  whether  this 
was  to  keep  up  our  spirits  or  not,  but  it  puts  the  hero  in  a  ridiculous 
lighti  whidli  is  the  way  in  which  heroes  are  treated  of  late,  when 
lliey  can  be  no  longer  of  use ;  it  saves  rewards. 
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I  h$ye  heai^  nofluog  elae^  xiot  was  this  repetition  worfii  sending* 
but  it  proves  I  am  not  negligent 

I  have  been  plagued  about  Mr.  Jephson's  play — ^nay,  I  am  so 
still,  for  though  I  did  prevail  on  Mr.  Harris  to  act  it,  who  had 
been  ill  used  about  it,  and  on  Miss  Younge  to  play  the  mother,  which 
she  has  done  to  admiriition ;  and  though  it  has  succeeded  perfectly, 
the  author  is  dissatisfied.  I  had  four  sides  last  week,  and  to-night 
another  letter  of  eight  pages  to  soold  me  for  letting  the  statue  on 
the  tomb  be  oumbent  instead  of  erect  In  shorty  I  do  not  wonder  he 
is  a  poet»  for  he  is  distracted :  he  shall  act  his  next  play  himself 
forme. 

When  you  come  lo  town  I  can  show  you  a  thousand  curious 
things,  from  Madame  du  Deffand's  papers,  but  I  believe  I  did 
mention  them  before.  When  one  repeats  oneself,  it  is  plain  one 
grows  old,  or  has  nothing  to  say. 


2091.    TO  THB  EARL  OF  STRAFFORD. 

Berkeley  Square,  Nov,  27, 1781. 

Each  fresh  mark  of  your  Lordship's  kindness  and  friendship  calls 
on  me  for  thanks  and  an  answer :  every  other  reason  would  enjoin 
me  silence.  I  not  only  gi*ow  so  old,  but  the  symptoms  of  age 
mcrease  so  fast,  that,  as  they  advise  me  to  keep  out  of  the  world, 
that  retirement  makes  me  less  fit  to  be  informing  or  entertaining. 
The  philosophers  who  have  sported  on  tiie  verge  of  the  tomb,  or 
ihey  who  have  affected  to  sport  in  the  same  situation,  both  tacitly 
implied  that  it  was  not  out  of  their  thoughts ;  and  however  dear 
what  we  are  going  to  leave  may  be,  all  that  is  not  particularly  dear 
must  cease  to  interest  us  much.  If  those  reflections  blend  themselves 
with  our  gayest  thoughts,  must  not  their  hue  grow  more  dusky  when 
public  misfortunes  and  disgrace  cast  a  general  shade  P '  The  age, 
it  is  true,  soon  emerges  out  of  every  gloom,  and  wantons  as  before. 
But  does  not  that  levity  imprint  a  still  deeper  melancholy  on  those 
who  do  think  f  Have  any  of  our  calamities  corrected  us  ?  Are  we 
not  revelling  on  the  brink  of  the  precipice  ?  Does  administration 
grow  more  sage,  or  desire  that  we  shoidd  grow  more  soberP  Are 
these  themes  for  letters,  my  dear  Lord  P    Can  one  repeat  common 

>  The  tkUl  intelligenee  of  the  murender  of  the  Britith  Ibroes  at  Toik-town,  under 
the  commMid  of  Lord  ComwalliB,  to  the  combined  armlee  of  America  and  France^ 
under  General  Waihington,  had  reached  England  on  the  25th. — Wuobt. 
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news  with  indifference,  while  our  shame  is  writing  for  ftitare  history 
by  the  pens  of  all  our  numerous  enemies  P  When  did  England  see 
two  whole  armies  lay  down  ttieir  anns  and  surrender  themselyes 
prisoners  ?  Gan  renal  addresses  eSEne  suoh  stigmas,  that  will  be 
recorded  in  every  country  in  Europe?  Or  will  such  disgraces  hare 
no  consequences?  Is  not  America  lost  to  us?  Shall  we  offer  up 
more  buman  Tictims  to  the  demon  of  obstinacy ;  and  shall  we  tax 
ourselves  deeper  to  furnish  out  ttie  sacrifice  ?  These  are  thoughts  I 
cannot  stifle  at  the  moment  that  enforces  them ;  and  though  I  do 
not  doubt  but  the  same  spirit  of  dissipaticm  that  has  swallowed  up 
all  our  principles  wiU  reign  again  in  three  days  with  its  wonted 
sovereignty,  I  had  rather  be  silent  tiian  vent  my  indignation. — Yet 
I  cannot  talk,  for  I  cannot  think,  on  any  other  subject  It  was  not  ^ 
six  days  ago,  that  in  the  height  of  four  raging  irars  I  saw  in  the 
papers  an  accoimt  of  the  Opera  and  of  the  dresses  of  the  company ; 
and  thence  tiie  town,  and  thence  of  course  the  whole  nation,  were 
informed  that  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  had  very  little  powder  in  his  hair.*  ' 
Would  not  one  think  that  our  newspapers  were  penned  by  boys 
just  come  from  school  for  the  information  of  their  sisters  and  cousins  ? 
Had  we  had  '  Gktsettes  *  and  'Morning  Posts [  in  t^ose  days,  would 
they  have  been  filled  with  such  tittle-tattle  after  the  battle  of  Agin- 
oourt,  or  in  tiie  more  resembling  weeks  after  the  battie  of  Naseby  ? 
Did  the  French  trifle  equally  even  during  the  ridiculous  war  o£  tiie 
Fronde  ?  If  they  were  as  impertinent  then,  at  least  they  had  wit 
in  their  levity.    Weare  monkeys  in  conduct,  and  as  dnmsy  as  bears 

'  The  foUoving  pieiiire  of  ftuMonable  ttfe  ai  the  time  of  Walpole't  lament,  is  by 
Mr.  Wilberforoe:— "  When  I  left  the  Uniyenity.  to  little  did  I  know  of  general 
society,  that  I  eame  np  to  London  stored  with  argnments  to  prove  the  anthentidty 
of  Rowley's  Poems ;  and  now  I  was  at  ones  immersed  in  polities  and  fitfhion.  The 
▼ery  first  time  I  went  to  Boodle's,  I  won  twenty-five  guineas  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk. 
I  belonged  at  this  time  to  fiye  clnbs— Miles  and  Eyans's,  Brookes's,  Boodle's,  White's^ 
Ooostree'a  The  first  time  I  was  at  Brookes's,  searoely  knowing  any  one,  I  Joined,  from 
mere  shynoHi  in  play  at  the  iivo-table,  wheie  George  Selwyn  kept  bank.  A  friend* 
who  knew  my  inexperience,  and  regarded  me  as  a  yictim  decked  ont  for  sacrifice, 
called  to  me,  '  What,  Wilberforce !  is  that  yonT  Selwyn  qoite  resented  the  inter- 
ference ;  and,  tnming  to  him,  said,  in  his  most  ezpressiye  tone,  '  O,  sir,  don't  inter* 
mpt  Mr.  Wilberforce ;  he  conld  not  be  better  employed  I '  Nothing  conld  be  more 
Inznrions  than  the  style  of  these  clnbs.  Fox,  Sheridan,  Fitspatriek,  and  all  yonr 
leading  men,  frequented  them,  and  associated  upon  the  easiest  terms ;  yon  chatted, 
played  at  cards,  or  gambled,  as  you  pleased.  I  was  one  of  those  who  met  to  spend  an 
erening  in  memory  of  Shakspeare,  at  the  Boar's-head,  Ssateheap.  Many  professed 
wits  weie  present,  but  Pitt  was  the  most  amusing  of  tiM  party.  We  played  agood 
deal  at  Goostrae's;  and  I  well  remember  the  intense  earnestness  whidi  he  displayed 
when  joining  in  those  games  of  chance.  He  pereeiyed  their  inereas&ng  fesdnation,  and 
after  suddenly  abandoned  them  for  erer/'    /4^e,  yoL  L  p.  16.— Waieni. 
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when  we  try  to  gamboL  Oh  t  my  Lord  I  I  have  no  patience  with 
my  country !  and  shall  leave  it  without  regret  I — Can  we  be  proud 
when  all  Europe  sooms  us  P  It  was  wont  to  envy  us,  sometimes  to 
hate  us,  but  never  despised  us  before.  James  ttie  First  was  con- 
temptible,  but  he  did  not  lose  an  America  I  His  eldest  grandson 
sold  usy  his  younger  lost  us — ^but  we  kept  ourselves.  J^ow  we  have 
ran  to  meet  the  min — and  it  is  coming  I 

I  beg  your  Lordship's  pardon  if  I  have  said  too  much — ^but  I  do 
not  believe  I  have.  You  have  never  sold  yourself,  and  therefore 
have  not  been  accessory  to  our  destruction.  Tou  must  be  happy 
MVD  not  to  have  a  son,  who  would  live  to  grovel  in  the  dregs  of 
England.  Tour  Lordahip  has  long  been  so  wise  as  to  seoede  firom 
the  follies  of  your  countrymen.  May  you  and  Lady  Strafford 
long  enjoy  the  tranquillity  that  has  been  your  option  even  in  better 
days  I — and  may  you  amuse  yourself  without  giving  loose  to  such 
reflections  as  have  overflowed  in  this  letter  from  your  devoted 
humble  servant  I 


2091    TO  THE  RET.  WIU^UM  MASON. 

Nfn.  28, 1781. 

You  may  be  imused  to  horrors,  yet  if  you  have  read  the  lOili 
article  of  Lord  Comwallis's  capitulation,  your  feelings  will  bleed 
afresh.  He  capitulates  for  his  own  person  and  return ;  heeiqpitulateB 
for  his  garrison ;  but  lest  the  loyal  Americans  who  had  followed  him 
should  be  included  in  that  indemnity,  he  demands  thai  they  should 
not  he  punished — ^is  refused — and  leaves  them  to  be  hanged  I  Now 
his  burning  towns^  &c.y  becomes  a  m^re  wantonness  of  war :  they 
were  the  towns  of  those  whom  he  caUs  rebels,  though  he  was  one  of 
five  who  protested  against  the  Stamp  Act — but  these  were  his 
friends,  his  fellow-soldiers  I  Gould  L  fill  three  pages  more  with 
news  I  would  not — ^what  article  could  deserve  to  be  coupled  with  so 
abominable  a  deed  I 


'to  TBI  HOH.  HOEAOB  WALfOJJL 

York,  Dec  16, 1781. 
I  omrnm  one  tople  for  » letter  tiU  it  wm  out  of  date :  I  should  hare  congraialated 
yoa  on  tlie  niooeM  of  your  wn  Jephaon's  tngedj,  to  wkich  filiatioii  joa  had  oertalnly 
as  good  a  dahn  as  Homer  had  to  either  of  his  diamaUe  ^^^^^^lingr  Sophodea  aod 
Baripides ;  bat  while  I  was  framing  a  fine  period  for  the  purpose,  a  letter  firom  you 
stops  me,  by  telling  me  that  he  is  in  his  Lunes.   Howerer,  I  luTe  a  topic  on  my  table 
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SOM.    TO  COB  HO&AOl  HAKIT. 

Nan.  S9,  1781. 

YoT3B  nephew  is  aniyedy  as  he  has  told  you  himself;  the  sight 
of  him,  for  he  oalled  on  me  the  next  mornings  was  more  than  ordi- 
narily welcome,  though  your  letter  of  the  lOtb,  which  I  received  the 
nightbefore^haddispelledmanyof  my  fears.  I  will  now  unfold  them 
to  you.  A  packet-boat  from  Ostend  was  lost  last  week,  and  your 
nephew  was  named  for  one  of  the  pass^^ers.  Ab  Mrs.  Noel  had 
expected  him  for  a  fortnight,  I  own  my  apprehensions  were  strength- 
ened ;  but  I  will  say  no  more  on  a  dissipated  panic  However,  this 
incident  and  his  half-wreck  at  Lerici  will,  I  h(^pe,  prevent  him  for 
the  future  from  staying  with  you  so  late  in  the  year ;  and  I  see  by 
your  letter  that  you  agree  with  me,  of  which  I  should  be  sure  though 
you  had  not'  said  so. 

I  mentioned  on  Tuesday  the  captivity  of  Lord  Comwallis  and  his 
army,  the  Columbus  who  was  to  bestow  America  on  us  again.  A 
woond  army  taken  in  a  drag-net  is  an  nnoommon  event,  and  hap- 
pened  but  once  to  the  Romans,  who  sought  adventures  everywhere. 
We  have  not  lowered  our  tone  on  this  new  disgrace,  though  I  think 

wldch  AmXI  not  be  lott»  comprised  in  two  oetavo  Tolnmes,  wliieh  might,  I  think  Jiutlj 
be  entitled  Tieerning  in  its  Lanes,  or  the  Btymologlit  nin  msd.  I  nerer  in  my  days 
■sw  nieh  s  fsmgo  of  incondosiTe  qnotstion.  Ton  I  suppose  wiU  wonder  that  I  hare 
lead  it,  and  reserring  yonrself  for  that  hoger  phenomenon  of  antiqoarianility  which 
ii  shortly  to  obfoscate  the  literary  hemisphere,  wiU  say  proudly  as  Biihop  Dawes  did 
to  a  lady  who  asked  iiim  if  he  had  seen  a  late  eclipse  of  the  moon ;  "  No,  nuulam, 
bat  my  chaplain  did ;  I  saw  the  eclipse  of  the  son.**  I,  however,  have  paid  dae  atten- 
tion to  this  forerunner  of  dulness,  and  with  pen  in  hand  have  marginally  noted  him 
almost  throughout,  and  if  1  live  to  finish  the  work  am  not  without  my  hopes  that 
my  copy  may  one  day  stand  on  the  same  shelf  with  some  of  the  like  scribblings  of 
yours  and  Cray's  pen  inserted  on  the  margin  of  some  such  like  author ;  a  prophecy 
of  my  own  fiUl  as  likely  to  oome  to  pass  as  that  of  Pope's  who  predicted  that 
BoUngforoke's  metaphysics  would  be  placed  cheek  by  jowl  between  Locke  and 
Malbranche. 

As  to  your  political  noHticB  with  which  you  sometimes  favour  me,  I  can  only  thank 
70U  for  them.  I  can  send  you  nothing  in  return ;  for  what  signifies  telling  you  that 
our  county  is  tending  towards  a  meeting,  as  some  of  the  southern  counties  i^^  doing 
what  good  will  all  the  county  meetings  of  all  England  do  against  that  decided  spirit 
of  national  ruin  which  now  so  successfully  operates  in  all  our  councils?  All  is  over, 
eompletely  over;  so  if  you  won't  read  Mr.  Bryant,  read  the  Dean  of  Exeter;  pick 
their  musty  straws  of  learning,  and  try  to  kill  time  and  drive  away  thought— 'tis  the 
best  receipl  I  can  give  you  or  myself,  except  large  draughts  of  Brunswick  mum, 
fltrnog  beer,  or  methegUn  1    So  no  more  at  present  from 

Tour  hopdasB  servant, 

W.  U. 
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we  shall  talk  no  more  of  insifliing  on  mpKeii  mdrnMBian,  which  would 
rather  be  a  gasconade  than  firmness.  In  £Eust,  there  is  one  rerj 
unlucky  circumstanee  already  eoime  out,  whidi  must  drive  ereiy 
American,  to  a  man,  £rom  ever  calling  himself  our  firiend.  By  the 
tenth  article  of  the  capitulation.  Lord  Gomwallis  demanded  that  the 
loyal  Americans  in  his  army  should  not  be  punished.  Thia  wils  flatly 
refused,  and  he  has  left  them  to  be  hanged.  I  doubt  no  vote  of 
Parliament  will  be  able  to  blanch  suoh  a — such  a^— I  don't  know 
what  the  word  is  for  it ;  he  must  get  his  miole  the  Arehbishc^  to 
christen  it ;  there  is  no  name  for  it  in  any  Pagan  Totobulary.  1 
suppose  it  will  have  a  patent  for  being  called  Necessity.  WeQt 
there  ends  another  yolume  of  the  Amkican  war.  It  looks  a  Kttle 
as  if  the  history  of  it  would  be  all  we  should  have  for  it^  e^usept  forty 
miUions  of  debt,  and  three  other  wars  that  have  grown  out  of  i^ 
and  that  do  not  seem  so  near  to  a  condusion.  They  say  that 
Monsieur  de  Maurepas,  who  is  dying,  being  told  that  the  Due  de 
Lauzun  had  brought  the  news  of  Lord  Oomwallis's  surrender,  said, 
from  Racine's  '  Mithridate  *  I  think :— « 

Mm  dtmiwi  ngardf  onl  rm  fair  1m  Bowataa 

How  Lord  Chatham  will  frown  when  they  meet  t  for,  since  I  beganf 
my  letter,  the  papers  say  that  Maurepas  is  dead.  The  Due  de 
Nivemois,  it  is  said,  is  likely  to  succeed  him  as  Minister ;  which  is 
probable,  as  they  were  brothers-in-law  and  friends,  and  the  one 
would  naturally  recommend  the  other.  Perhaps,  not  for  long,  as 
the  Queen's  influence  gains  ground. 

The  warmth  in  the  House  of  Commons  is  prodigiously  rekindlod  ; 
but  Lord  Comwallis's  &te  has  cost  the  Administration  no  ground 
there.  The  names  of  most  Ailat  in  the  Opposition  are  two  names  to 
which  those  walls  have  been  much  accustomed  at  the  same  period — 
Charlks  Fox  and  William  Prrr,  second  son  of  Lord  CSiatham. 
Eloquence  is  the  only  one  of  our  brilliant  qualities  that  does  not 
seem  to  have  degenerated  rapidly — but  I  shall  leave  debates  to  your 
nephew,  now  an  ear-witness :  I  could  only  re-echo  newspapers.  Is 
it  not  another  odd  coincidence  of  events,  that  while  the  father 
Laurens  is  prisoner  to  Lord  Comwallis  as  Constable  of  the  Tower, 
the  son  Laurens  signed  the  capitulation  by  which  Lord  Comwallis 
became  prisoner  P  It  is  said  too,  I  don't  know  if  truly,  that  this 
capitulation  and  that  of  Saratoga  were  signed  on  the  same  anni- 
versary.   These  are  certainly  the  speculations  of  an  idle  man,  and 
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tite  more  triffin^  irben  one  ooMiderB  fh«  moment.  Bat  alu  I  vliat 
mmld  my  moat  grvr%  spMoIations  avail  f  From  tlie  bonr  tliat  latal 
e^,  &o  Btamp  Art,  ma  laid,  I  fislikedit  BodallilieTipenlLatbbed 
from  it  I  uovhear  many  eime  it,  vlio  fed  the  Tenidn  vitli  poieoa- 
ena  veeda.  Yrt  the  gmltf  and  tho  innooeDt  roe  it  equally  hitherto  1 
I  mold  not  anairer  for  )iriiBt  is  to  comet  Seren  years  of  miBoarriagea 
may  soar  the  sweetest  tempen,  and  the  most  sweetened.  Ob  I 
iriun  ia  Hie  Do^  wifli  ihe  oliTe-brooohP  Long  ago  I  told  yon 
flist  yon  and  I  might  not  live  to  see  an  end  of  the  American  war. 
It  ia  very  near  its  end  indeed  now — iti  oonaeqoenoes  are  &r  &om  a 
eonolnnon.  Jn  acane  teapeoti,  they  are  oommenoing  a  new  date, 
wideii  will  TSMik  fiv  beyond  w.  I  desire  not  to  pry  into  &at  book 
of  futurity.  Ooold  I  finish  my  coone  in  peaoe — ^bnt  one  most  take 
the  oheqaered  soeoes  of  life  as  they  come.  What  signifiee  whether 
fiie  elements  are  serene  or  torbnlra^  when  a  private  old  man  slips 
awayP  What  has  he  and  the  world's  oonoems  to  do  wiQi  one 
■nodur  f  He  may  aigh  for  his  ooontry,  and  babble  about  it ;  bnt 
he  mi^  as  well  sit  qniet  and  read  or  tell  old  storiee ;  the  past  is  as 
ia^ortMit  to  Iwn  aa  tite  fatnn. 

I  had  not  sealed  my  letter,  aa  it  cannot  set  out  till  to-morrow ; 
and  since  I  wrote  it  I  bare  received  yours,  of  the  20th  of  Norember, 
by  your  courier. 

I  congratulate  you  ou  the  snocesa  of  your  attempts,  and  admire 
the  heroic  refusal  of  the  General,'  I  shaU  certainly  obey  yon,  and 
not  mentian  it.  Indi-od,  it  would  not  easily  be  believed  here,  where 
■a  many  penoe  are  inematible. 

Tour  nephew  told  me  that  Mrs.  Damer  was  hasting  to  Bome.  I 
am  glad  that,  as  &r  as  yoa  ooold  in  so  short  a  time,  yon  did  not  find 
that  I  had  exaggerated;  bnt  I  know  her  shyness  too  well  not 
to  be  sore  that  yoa  could  not  discover  a  tiiionsandth  port  of  her 


Your  Mr.  Temey  was  an  ostentatious  fool,  of  whom  there  is  no 
more  to  be  said.  Formerly,  when  snob  rampletons  did  not  know 
what  to  do  with  their  wealth,  they  bequeathed  it  to  the  Church ; 
and  then,  perhapa,  one  got  a  good  picture  for  an  altar,  or  a  painted 
window. 

■  Oansnl  [IIm  Hon.  JunM]  Uairtj  [dlad  ITSi],  gonmw  of  Uinoro*,  wMeh  wu 
bnMced  b7  the  Bpulmrdi,  wu  oBitNd  a  Tut  brib«  b;  tb«  Daa  ds  Crillon,  the  Spuith 
eommuider,  io  g;iir«  ap  Port  SI.  Fhilip,  but  apunied  at  Um  gnr.— WAirois. 
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DonH  trouble  yonxself  abcmt  the  ihiid  00t  of  <  Qahund.'  They 
are  to  be  had  here  now,  and  thoee  for  whom  I  intended  them  em 
buy  them.  I  have  no^  made  so  much  progran  aa  I  intended,  and 
have  not  yet  quite  finished  the  seocmd  volume.  I  detest  Cosmo  the 
Gireat.  I  am  sorry,  either  that  he  was  so  able  a  man,  or  so  soo- 
cessfol  a  man.  When  t3rrant8  are  great  men  tiiey  should  misoany ; 
if  they  are  fools,  they  will  misoarry  of  oourse.  Fniy,  is  there  any 
picture  of  Camilla  Martelli,  Cosmo's  last  wifeP  I  had  never  heard 
of  her.  The  dolt,  hi3  son,  I  find  used  her  ill,  and  then  did  the 
same  thing.  Our  friend,  Bianca  Capello,  it  seems,  was  a  worthless 
creature.  I  don't  expect  much  entertainment  but  firtnn  the  life  of 
Ferdinand  the  Great  It  is  true  I  have  dipped  into  the  otheis, 
particularly  into  the  stoiy  of  Cosmo  the  Tlnrd's  wife,  of  whom  I 
had  read  much  in  French  M^moires,  and  into  that  of  3cim  Ghiston, 
which  was  so  fresh  when  I  was  at  Florence;  but  as  the  author,  in 
spite  of  the  Chreat-Duke's  injunctions,  has  tried  to  palliate  some  of 
^e  worst  imputations  on  Cosmo  and  his  son  Ferdinand,  so  he  has 
been  mighty  modest  about  the  Caprean  amours  of  John  Oaston  and 
his  elder  brother.  Adieu  I  I  have  been  writing  a  volume  here 
myself.    Pray  remember  to  answer  me  about  Camilla  MartellL 

P.S.  Is  there  any  china  left  in  the  Great-Duke's  collection,  made 
by  Duke  Francis  flie  First  himself  P  Perhaps  it  was  lately  sold 
with  what  was  called  the  refuse  of  the  wardrobe,  whence  I  hear 
some  charming  things  were  purchased,  particularly  the  Medallions' 
of  the  Medici,  by  Benvenuto  Cellini.  That  sale  uid  the  *  History* 
are  enough  to  make  the  old  Electress '  shudder  in  her  oo&jl 


8094.    TO  THS  SABL  Or  BUCHAN. 

Berhde^  Square,  Dee.  1, 1781. 

I  AM  truly  sensible  of,  and  grateful  for,  your  Lordship's  benevolent 
remembrance  of  me,  and  shall  receive  with  great  respect  and  pleasure 
the  collection  your  Lordship  has  been  pleased  to  order  to  be  sent  to 
me.  I  must  admire  too,  my  Lord,  the  generous  assistance  that  you 
have  lent  to  your  adopted  children ;  but  more  forcibly  than  all 

'  They  were  only  emaU  models  In  wax,  and  were  pnrehMed  bj  Sir  WiUiam 
Hamilton. — WALPObi. 

*  The  filectreia  Palatine  Dowager,  litter  of  John  Gaaton,  the  latt  Great-Dnke  of 
the  House  of  Medici,  whom  she  ■nrriTed,  retnmed  to  Florenoe  on  her  huband'a 
death,  and  died  tliere. — WaiiPoli. 
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X  feel  your  paftuBtw  expnmata  on  the  distren  of  the  pahEu, 
which  ifl  visible  even  in  Hub  extravBgant  and  thooghtlesa  oity. 
Tbo  number  of  hooses  to  be  let  in  ereiy  Bti«et,  whoerer  nuu  may 
nad. 

At'  &»  UttiB  of  yonr  writing  your  letter,  yonr  Lorddiip  did  not 
know  the  aooamnlation  of  misfortune  and  disgraoe  that  has  fidlen  on 
OS ;'  nor  shonld  I  wish  to  he  the  trumpeter  of  my  oonntiy's  oala- 
nitiee.  Tet  as  they  must  float  on  the  surfiioe  of  the  mind,  and 
blend  thair  hue  with  all  its  emanations,  they  suggest  this  reflection, 
that  there  can  be  no  time  bo  proper  for  the  institution  of  inquiries 
into  past  story  as  the  moment  of  the  foil  of  an  empire,— a  nation 
becomes  a  thmne  for  antiqaaries,  when  it  oeasee  to  be  one  fiir  an 
historian  t — and  while  its  ruins  are  fresh  and  in  legible  preeerrataon- 

I  congratulate  your  Lordship  on  the  discovery  of  the  Scottish 
monarch's  portrait  in  Snabia,  wd  am  sorry  yon  t^d  not  happen  to 
apeoify  of  iritioh ;  but  I  cannot  think  of  troubling  your  Lordship  to 
write  again  on  purpose ;  I  may  probably  find  it  mentioned  in  some 
of  the  papffiv  I  shall  receive. 

There  is  one  passage  in  your  Lordship's  letter  in  which  I  oannot 
ivesume  to  think  myself  indnded ;  and  yet  if  I  could  suppose  I  was, 
it  would  look  liko  most  iiiii)>.'i'tiui.'iit  n^ect,  and  nnworthineas  of 
the  honour  that  your  L(ir<lslii]»  aad  the  society  have  done  me,  if  I 
did  ncFt  at  leaat  offer  very  humbly  t«  obey  it.  Toa  are  pleased  to 
aay,  my  Lord,  that  the  members,  when  authors,  have  agreed  to  give 
copies  of  such  of  their  works  as  any  way  relate  to  the  objects  of  the 
institution.  Amongst  my  very  tridJt^  publications,  I  think  there 
are  none  that  can  pretend  even  rtinutely  to  that  distinction,  hat  the 
'  Catalogue  of  Royal  and  Noble  Authors,*  and  the  '  Anecdotes  of 
Painting,'  is  each  of  which  are  Scottish  anthors  or  artists.  If  these 
shonld  be  thought  worthy  of  a  comer  on  any  shelf  of  the  Society's 
library,  I  should  be  proud  of  sending,  at  your  Lordship's  command, 
the  original  edition  of  the  first.  Of  the  latter  I  have  not  a  single 
set  left  but  my  own.  But  I  am  printing  a  new  edition  in  octavo, 
with  many  additions  and  corrections,  though  without  cuts,  as  the 
hrmer  edition  was  too  dear  for  many  artists  to  purchase.  The  new 
I  will  send  when  finished,  if  I  oould  hope  it  would  he  acoeptable,  and 
your  Lordship  would  please  to  tell  me  by  what  channel. 

I  am  ashamed,  my  Lord,  to  have  said  so  much,  or  anything 
idatang  to  myselfl     I  ask  your  pardon  too  for  Hne  slovenly  writing 

*  Tht  tBrrender  of  the  BriUah  kmiy  kt  ToA-ton. — Wuan. 
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of  my  letter ;  but  my  hand  is  both  lame  and  abakiiig,  aad  I  ahodd 
but  write  wone  if  I  attempted  tranaoribing. 

I  have  tbe  honour  io  be^  Ae. 

P.S.  It  has  this  momeiit  atarted  mto  my  mmd^  my  Lord,  that  I 
have  heard  that  at  the  old  castle  at  Aubigny,  belonging  and 
adjoining  to  the  Bake  of  Riobmond's  house,  there  are  faistoria 
paintings  or  portraits  of  the  andent  house  of  Lennox.  I  reooUesk 
too  that  Father  (Gordon,  superior  of  the  Scots  OoUege  at  Paris, 
showed  me  a  whole-length  of  Queen  Mary,  young,  and  which  he 
belieyed  was  painted  while  she  was  Queen  of  France.  He  showed 
me  too  the  original  letter  she  wrote  the  night  before  her  execation, 
some  deeds  of  Scottish  kings,  and  one  of  King  (I  think  Robert) 
Bruce,  remarkable  for  haying  no  seal  appendent,  which.  Father 
Gordon  said,  was  executed  in  the  time  of  his  so  great  distress,  that 
he  was  not  possessed  of  a  seal.  I  shall  be  happy  if  these  hints  lead 
to  any  investigation  of  use. 


8095.    TO  BOBSRT  JEPHBOK,  BSa 

Berhdey  Square,  Dee.  8, 178L 

I  HAVE  not  only  a  trembling  hand,  but  scarce  time  to  save  flie 
post ;  yet  I  write  a  few  lines  to  beg  you  will  be  perfectly  easy  on 
my  account,  who  never  dijSer  serioudy  with  my  friends,  when  I 
know  they  do  not  mean  ill  to  me.  I  was  sorry  you  took  so  much.to 
heart  an  alteration  in  the  scenery  of  your  play,  which  did  not  seem 
to  me  very  material ;  and  which,  having  since  been  adjusted  to  your 
wish,  had  no  better  effect.  I  told  you  that  it  was  my  fault,  not 
Mr.  Malone's,  who  is  warmly  your  Mend ;  and  I  am  sure  you  will  be 
sorry  if  you  do  him  injustice.  I  regret  no  pains  I  have  taken, 
since  they  have  been  crowned  with  your  success ;  and  it  would  be 
idle  in  either  of  us  to  recall  any  little  cross  circumstance  that  may 
have  happened,  (as  always  do  in  bringing  a  play  on  the  stage,) 
when  they  have  not  prevented  its  appearance  or  good  fortune.  Be 
assured.  Sir,  if  that  is  worth  knowing,  that  I  have  taken  no  offence, 
and  have  all  the  same  good  wishes  for  you  that  I  ever  had  since  I 
was  acquainted  with  your  merit  and  abilities.  I  can  easily  allow 
for  the  anxiety  of  a  parent  of  your  genius  for  his  favourite  o&pring ; 
and  though  I  have  not  your  parts,  I  have  had  the  warmth,  though 
age  and  illness  have  chilled  it :  but,  thank  Gbd !  they  have  not 
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deprived  me  of  my  good-hmnoory  tnd  I  am  moef  good-hmnoiifedlf 
and  flinoerely  your  obedient  humUe  aervant 


i09d.   TO  TEE  OOUKTBflB  Or  08S0BT. 

TuMda^  noon,  Dec  18, 1781. 

I  HSABD  our  parenihesis  of  good  news  too  late  last  night,  Madam, 
to  give  you  an  inkling  of  it ;  and  I  doubt  whether,  if  we  should 
reoeiye  a  complete  wreath  of  sea-flags,  I  shall  have  time  to  send  you 
a  leaf  to-day,  as  I  am  to  dine  with  Princess  Amelie,  and  shall  not 
be  dismissed  before  the  post  dqwris.  As  American  liberty  is  safe, 
I  shall  like  prodigiously  to  have  crushed  a  quota  of  the  French 
nayy,  and  shall  loTe  Admiral  Eempenfeldt  as  much  as  Lord  Sandwich 
himuBelf  can.  The  East  Indian  triumph  is  firmly  belieyed.  If  we 
only  conquer  at  f  other  end  of  the  world,  and  lose  all  our  nearer 
poeaesaions,  we  shall  be  like  a  trapes  in  the  Strand,  that  one  sees 
with  short  petticoats  and  a  long  train*  I  will  keep  my  lettek*  open 
tQl  the  coach  ccmies  to  the  door,  in  hopes  of  a  fortunate  express,  as 
I  have  begged  Lady  Hertford  to  send  me  the  earliest  news. 

I  was  diyeited  last  night  at  Lady  Lucan's.  The  moment  I 
entered^  she  set  me  down  to  whist  with  Lady  Bute— and  who  do 
you  think  were  the  other  partners!^  the  Arohbii^opess  of  Canterbury 
and  Mr.  Gibbon.  I  once  saved  Lady  Suffolk  at  the  Dowager 
Bsaex's  from  playing  at  the  same  table  with  Lady  Yarmoutfau 
I  saw  Lady  Suffolk  ready  to  sink,  and  took  her  cards  from  her, 
flaying,  ''I  know  your  Ladyship  hatee  whist,  and  I  will  play 
inateadof  you.'' 

If  I  am  too  late,  should  any  account  come,  I  conclude  Mr. 
FitqMttriok  will  write. 

I  have  been  listening  impatiently  for  thb  Park  guns;  but  it  is 
past  two,  and  they  are  dumb.  I  &ar  their  ofl&oe  is  almost  grown 
a  sinecure,  like  the  Laureate's^  who  only  chants  anniversaries^ 
whether  glad  or  sorry  I 

To  divert  my  impatience,  I  will  tell  your  Ladyship  a  story  thai 
(}eorge  Selwyn  told  us  f  other  day,  after  dinner,  at  Lord  Hertford^ 
and  y6u  will  allow  the  authority  to  be  very  good.  When  Mr.  de 
Grey  became  Baron  of  Walsingham,  he  felt  that  so  high  a  rank,  and 
atifle  so  illustrated,  could  not  consort  with  Oommeroial  Commis- 
sioners, he  resigned  his  seat  at  the  Board  of  Trade.  Lord  Carlisle 
obtained  it  &r  Storer,  who  kissed  hands,  vacated  his  seat,  and  was 
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re-eleoted ;  bai»  lo  I  Uie  great  Baron  of  Walffingham  oried«  ''  Hold  I 
1  am  above  the  place,  but  till  I  have  another  aa  lacrative,  I  will 
not  relinquish  the  salary'' — that  is,  livery  and  labour  degrade ;  wages 
for  doing  nothing,  do  not ;  and  so  poor  Storer  has  already  lost  four 
hundred  pounds,  because  a  peer  blushes  to  be  in  the  red-book  below 
his  rank,  but  not  to  take  another  man's  pension  who  works  for  it  ? 
Do  not  you  like.  Madam,  to  see  a  grandee  hopping  with  one  foot  on 
the  haniU  du  pavi,  and  t'other  in  the  kennel,  parHe  per  pale,  ermine 
and  mud  I    It  is  just  four;  I  must  seal  my  letter,  and  go. 


SOOT.    TO  THB  OOUirTBSS  Or  0S80RT. 


Dee.  19, 1781. 


Thbrb  I  Madam,  tliere  I  one  cannot  for  a  moment  expect  success, 
but  one  is  in  a  scrape,  and  involved  in  disgrace  t  Runners  come 
forth  in  swarms,  buzz  about  one's  ears,  cry  Victory!  transports 
taken  I  an  expedition  defeated  I  the  West  Indies  saved !  end  one  is 
such  a  driveller  as  to  believe  Hiem,  and  to  die  witii  impatience  for 
half  a  dozen  French  men-of-war  towed  into  Portsmouth,  and  as  many 
sank,  with  the  loss  of  only  a  leg  or  arm  to  some  of  one's  particular 
friends ;  neztnight  comes  out  a  *  Ghueette,'  and  coolly  tells  you,  ''Yes, 
we  had  taken  a  few  transports,  though,  somehow  or  otiier,  we 
have  dropped  half  a  dozen  by  the  way ;  and  as  to  destroying  the 
enemies'  fleet,  why,  they  happened  to  be  an  overmatch  for  ns,  as 
they  had  five  little  vesscJs  of  110  gons  each,  which  had  been  oon« 
oealed  bdiind  a  mole-hill  out  of  sight  of  any  ci  our  cutters ;  and  so 
we  contented  ourselves  with  our  day's  sport,  and  hope  you  will  not 
be  much  disappointed."  **  Well,  but  what  have  you  done  with  the 
West  Indies  P"  ''Oh  I  they  will  go :  but  youhave  got  &e  East  Indies 
in  their  stead,  and,  'sure,*  diamonds  and  gold  are  preferable  to  sugar; 
and  had  not  you  raflier  our  gracious  Sovereign  was  great  Mogul, 
than  master  of  two  or  three  idands  almost  as  small  as  MecklenbergP'' 
I  wish  you  good  nighty  Madam;  I  have  done  with  politios,  they  make 
siekl 
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SO»a    TO  THB  RSY.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

Dtc  20, 1781. 

I  SHOULD  not  have  waited  for  your  sending  me  a  topic  if  I  had 

had  anything  entertaining  or  comfortable  to  tell  you.    Who  would 

not  be  worn  out  by  repetition  of  diflgraoes,  follies,  obstinacy,  and 

profligate  oorruption  P  When  fools  are  converted  into  heroes,  or 

blunt  tools  are  blamed  for  the  awkwardness  of  the  artificer,  are  these 

novelties  worthy  of  detail !    I  am  weary  of  writing  such  a  series  of 

paltry  oiroamstaaoee.    The  orisuB  of  our  total  ruin  comes  on  with 

larger  strides,  and  it  seems  as  if  it  would  arriye  without  any  convul* 

■kms  of  the  patient.    Ab  to  county  meetings,  I  will  say  nothing  on 

them  for  several  reasons  that  you  know.    Managed  as  they  have 

been,    I    think    they    will    but    subdivide    our    calamities    and 

our  disunion,  and  heal  neither.      I  have  a  more   recent  reason 

tiiai  I  will  not  tell  you  till  I  see  you.    In  truth  it  were  idle  to 

make    objections  when   they,  and  I  fear  everything  else  is   too 

late.    The  nation  is  both  insensible  and  senseless :  nor  misfortunes, 

nor  dishonour,  nor  danger  can  alarm  or  make  it  &eL    I  thought 

they  would :  I  have  been  mistaken.    I  may  be  so  again  when  I 

repeat  what  I  have  often  said,  that  if  ever  we  do  awake,  the  riveil 

will  be  terrible;   for  they  who  have  voluntarily  been  fools,  will 

pretend  they  have  been  dupes  (which  is  not  true,  as  the  artifices 

diaployed  were  toe  shaUow),  and  then  being  angry,  they  will  enrage 

themselves  to  prove  that  for  once  they  are  in  the  right ;  they  will  do 

an  infinite  deal  of  mischief  in  the  wrong  place ;  and  then  out  of 

repentance  as  much  the  contrary  way.    That  some  others  ex^od  a 

storm  is  evident^  for  a  few  of  the  most  Hbamftless  instigators  of  the 

American  war  are  now  the  loudest  against  it,  and  call  that  apostasy, 

conviction,  though  it  is  solely  dictated  by  the  hope  of  saving  their 

places  on  a  diange.    The  readiest  flatterers  will  always  be  the  first 

renegades.    I  dare  to  say  that  the  soldier  who  spit  in  the  face  of 

Charles  I.  as  he  went  to  his  trial,  had  some  years  before  been  the 

most  noisy  and  officious  when  on  guard  at  the  gate  of  Whitehall ; 

but  such  squabbles  are  nothing  to  me^  and  they  who  have  drugged 

the  bowl  must  drink  the  dregs. 

I  have  looked  into  Mr.  Biyant  and  dipped  here  and  there  into 
Dr.  Milles,  but  without  cutting  the  leaves  of  the  latter.  From  him 
one  can  expect  nothing.    From  the  former  I  did  expect  ingenuity. 
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but  he  aeems  to  Ixave  neifher  taste  nor  ear,  and,  whicK  is  stranger,  wj 
reason  poorly.  I  have  only  skimmed  his  second  yolnme.  I  cannot 
wade  into  all  that  mass  of  old  English  and  had  aatbors.  Any  man 
may  conyinoe  me  if  he  will  hut  write  enough  and  dully  enou^»  for 
I  had  rather  helieye  than  read.  Both  the  Dean  and  Bryant  1 
could  see  have  inverted  Chatterton's  character,  hare  erected  him 
into  a  lad  of  high  and  haughty  honour,  but  deny  his  wonderfiil 
parts.  Bryant  quotes  here  and  there  a  wretched  distich  to 
prove  his  hypothesis,  and  then  from  some  of  our  miserable  old 
rhymers  selects  here  and  fliere  a  tolerable  couplet  He  now 
controverts  the  supposition  of  a  ihird  personage,  though  as  I  told 
you  last  year,  he  himself  had  chosen  that  plea;  and  yet  ha  again 
gives  some  of  flieMSS.  to  one  Turgot;  but  fixr  a  specimen  of  Us  logic 
see  what  he  says  of  Ghray's  beautiful  stanza,  where  he  evidently 
mistakes  the  sense  of  the  words  themselves  and  their  contezt : — 

Hmdi  thai  the  rod  of  Smpiie  might  hftre  twajed. 

Tet  ''what  were  they,*'  says  BryanV'but ploughmen  and  labonreisP'' 
so  says  Gray ;  but  does  not  the  word  migM  imply  that  had  they  had 
education,  fliey  might  have  been  Oromwells  P  but  I  am  as  weary  of 
that  controversy  as  if  it  were  a  political  one. 

There  is  a  curious  pamphlet  worth  your  looking  into,  a  Letter  to 
Jenkinson ;  it  has  made  some  gross  blunders,  but  goes  mc»e  to  the 
real  point  than  anything  I  have  seen.  Bead  particularly  p.  41, 
where  much  is  stated  in  a  small  compass. 

I  asked  Sir  Joshua  t'other  night  if  he  had  doner  anylhing  towards 
your  Notes ;  he  said  No,  but  he  had  some  ideas  in  his  head,  though 
at  present  he  was  busy  on  arranging  his  own  Notes  taken  in 
Flanders.  I  do  not  want  either,  but  I  do  want  your  Poem  published. 
Adieu!  will  you  not  come  this  winter? 


S099.    TO  SIR  HORAOB  MAKK. 

Berheky  Square,  Pee.  21, 1781. 

Thbbb  have  been  no  events,  except  Parliamentary  debates,  since 
my  last,  till  last  Monday ;  when  news  came  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote'^ 
having  defeated  Eyder  Ally  in  India,  and  when  we  were  flattered 
with  promising  hopes  of  Admiral  Kempenfeldt's  demolishing  and 
disappointing  the  French  expedition  from  Brest  to  the  West  Indies, 


mM  TO  SIR  H9RACS  MAlTir.  W 

Our  Admiral  had  fiillen  into  fhe  fhioik  of  their  transports,  of  which 
nineteen  had  struck.  Commodore  Elliot  was  engaged  with  Hie 
Frenoh  Admiral,  and  had  dismasted  him ;  and,  when  the  express 
came  away,  Kempenfeldtwasbearingdown  with  the  wind  to  attack 
the  squadron,  which  he  had  been  told  did  not  out-number  his  own 
feniteen.  You  may  judg^  hqw  our  hpper  and  impatienoe  rose  tend 
increased.  I  waited  till  four  the  neii  day,  when  being  to  dine  and 
pass  the  evening  with  Princess  Amriia,  which  I  knew  would  prevent 
my  writing,  fliovgh  post-night,  I  sent  tp  b^  your  nephew,  if  any 
good  news  should  come,  to  write  to  you  incontinently.  He  was  not 
come  to  town,  but  was  expected  every  minute.  Alas  I  before  I  left 
Hie  Princess,  we  heard  that  a  second  express  was  just  arrived ;  that 
oar  Admiral,  besides  the  fourteen  hostile  ships,  had  discovered  five 
more,  each  mounting  110  or  112  guns ;  and  that,  not  thinking  it 
prudent  to'  encounter  so  superior  a  ferce,  he  had  retreated,  and 
brought  away  but  fourteen  tr^ncports,  containing  about  nine  hundred 
men.  Neither  all  of  them,  nor  h6  himself,  are  yet  arrived,  and  the 
expeditifm  has  probably  oontniued  its  course,  and  there  is  new 
danger  to  our  West  India  Islands. 

Perhaps  we  have  not  received  a  worse  blow  than  tbis  disappoint- 
ment If  iMjcd  Sandwich  can  weather  it^  he  will  be  skilful  or 
Ibctunate  indeed  I  In  <me  word,  what  can  be  said  either  for  Us 
having  no  intelligfnee  of  five  shi^  of  such  magnitude,  or  for 
despatching  Kempenfehlt  with  only  fi>urteen,  when  Bodney  was  not 
•ailed,  and  when  we  have  several  more  ships  lying  in  port  at 
Portamonth  P  Most  mouths  are  opened  against  him,  not  only  in 
Opposition  and  in  town,  but  at  Court.  Lord  Boddngham  did 
eommence  the  attack  the  very  next  day  in  the  Lends,  though  not  in 
|brm ;  and  one  piece  of  hick  has  already  happened  to  the  Ghreat 
Delinquent,  that  the  Parliament  adjourns  to-day  fi)r  the  holidays, 
and  will  give  him  a  temporary  reprieve  for  manoBuvres  and  defence, 
if  new  calamities  do  not  inflame  exasperation. 

The  King  of  France  is  said  to  have  sent  fi)r  Cardinal  de 
Bemis  to  be  Prime  Minister  again ;  but  that  you  must  know  better 
than  L    I  am  intOTrnpte4»  and  must  finish. 
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tlOO.    TO  THB  COUKTBSS  Or  08S0RT. 

Btride^  S^man,  Dm,  tt;  178L 

Your  inquiries  about  IGfla  Keppel  are  renry  kind  indeed.  Madam. 
Till  within  these  feur  or  fiT6  days  I  was  not  at  all  alarmed  about 
her ;  and  fliought,  from  her  embonpamif  tliat  a  cough  would  be  of 
no  consequence ;  but  Mrs.  Keppel  is  so  terrified  bj  the  manj  fiitsi 
disorders  that  have  carried  off  almost  all  the  house  of  Albonarie, 
that  she  has  frightened  me  too,  and  but  this  morning,  by  the  Ihke*9 
command,  I  proposed  to  her  to  carry  her  daughter  abroad,  to  which 
die  immediately  consented,  and  I  believe  will,  if,  upon  fitrthor  con- 
sultation, it  is  judged  right. 
/  In  answer  to  your  Ladyship's  other  question,  in  good  truth  my 

serenity  is  not  at  all  ruffled ;  nor  would  it  be  yet^  were  it  ever  likely 
to  be.  It  would  be  as  ruffleable  as  a  porcupine,  had  it  set  up  ita 
quill  yet,  for  hitherto  I  am  only  reading  both  Brjrant  and  Milles  by 
deputy.  I  skimmed  the  former's  second  volume,  and  dipped  into 
one  or  two  pages  of  the  latter,  but  though  I  have  tough  patience  at 
a  tedious  book,  I  doubt  I  shall  never  compass  all  the  ancient  lore  in 
Mr.  Bryant's  first  volume,  and  still  less  its  capui  mork$um  in  Ihift 
Dean's.  I  let  Lady  Ailesbury  carry  Bryant  to  Park  Place  before  I 
had  finished  a  quarter  of  what  I  intend  to  read,  and  have  lent 
f  other  to  a  clerg]rman.  Mr.  Conway  says  Mr.  Bryant  has  very 
nearly  convinced  him,  and  he  (Bryant)  certainly  has  ingenuity 
enough  to  be  a  fi>rmidable  adversary,  wheflier  one  is  in  the  rigpkt  or 
in  the  wrong ;  yet^  where  I  have  looked  into  him,  I  thought  I  saw 
weak  places.  However,  I  am  unalterably  determined  not  to  write  a 
word  more  on  the  subject  I  have  declared  I  would  not  in  my 
defence  of  myself;  and  have  determined,  besides,  not  to  write  move 
on  any  subject,  and  least  on  this,  because,  haring  unwillin^y  taken 
a  part,  I  must  be  prejudiced.  But^  in  £Eust,  I  look  on  this  omtro- 
versy,  as  I  do  on  other  problems  ci  faith  which  can  never  be  cleared 
up  to  the  satisfaction  of  everybody ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
salvation  of  my  understanding  depends  on  crediting  legends,  when  it 
requires  so  much  learning  to  prove  it  probable  that  the  supposed 
author  ever  eidsted;  and  if  he  did  exist,  that  he  was  inspired; 
which  Rowley  must  have  been.  The  corporal  evidence  I  had  seen 
before,  and  very  vague  and  inconclusive  it  is ;  but  shall  I  not  be 
duubh  out  of  luck.  Madam,  if  Rowley  is  pronounced  Oos]^  ?    I 
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Veliefed  in  Oama,  wlio  is  now  tomUed  into  tbe  Apocrjplia ;  tnd  I 
donbied of  Bowl0]r>  who  is  nowto  rank  with  Moses  and  the  prophetsl 
— ^I  doubt  I  hare  very  bad  judgment 

Ab  to  Loid  Maeartney,  whom  your  Ladyship  deseribes  with  the 
Arabian  doqnenoe  of  Sdieherozadei  and  with  mneh  nuMre  wit»  when 
yon  make  him  ride  on  three  elephants  at  onoe  like  Astley.'  I  own, 
aince  his  paltry  behayiour  to  me  about  Lady  Mary  Wortley's  letters^ 
I  take  no  part  in  his  triumphs,  nor  oare  whether  he  rises  in  the  east 
or  sinks  again  in  the  west  He  was  treaehefons  to  me  at  the  reiy 
moment  he  had  been  greedy  obliged  to  me.  I  hare  not  equal  fiuth 
in  Lady  Derby's  triumphe— yet,  as  I  ha^e  been  telling  you,  I  had 
rather  behere  anything  thanoontest  it;  and  were  I  to  hear  that  Dr. 
Hunter  was  sent  to  Yeisailles  to  make  a  new  treaty  of  Paris  with 
the  Queen's  aoooueheur  (who  you  say,  Madam>  is  made  finee  of  the 
theatre),  I  would  not  diqmte  it — ^nay,  I  should  rejoioe ;  for,  eon- 
aidiwing  how  many  miiearrioffm  we  hare  had,  it  oould  not  be  so 
aoandakras  a  pieee  as  the  last 


8101.    TO  THB  COUNTXSS  OF  OSSORT. 

drMnof  Daif,  1781. 

I  ALWAYS  answer  immediately,  Madami  if  I  have  time;  beoa^se 
as  letters  ought  to  be  nodung  but  extempore  omTeisations  upon 
paper,  if  the  reply  is  not  speedy,  the  enriosity  that  jtompbbi  the 
question  may  be  passed  before  flie  answer  arrives.  Nothing,  then, 
ean  be  further  from  my  thoughts  than  aoeompanying  my  nieoe 
abroad,  if  she  should  go,  whioh  is  not  deteimined,  as  her  disorder 
eeems  to  be  an  inflammation  on  her  breast,  and  not  a  tendency  to 
consumption.  For  me,  who  only  pendulate  from  Bericdey  Square 
to  Strawberry,  and  think  AmptUli  as&r  as  the  Antipodes,  and  who 
was  near  dashing  my  brains  out  on  Saturday  ni^t,  by  missing  a 
step  at  Mrs.  Keppel's  door,  if  David  had  not  caught  me  in  his  arms 
like  a  baby  flirown  out  of  window  when  a  house  is  on  fire, -is  it 
possible  that  I  should  think  myMlf  aUe  to  convoy  anybody  elseP 
Oh!  no,  Madam;  nor  were  I  as  brawny  as  Oommodore  John- 
stone, would  I  set  my  foot  on  the  Continent  at  present,  when  every 
country  in  Eun^  except  we  ourselves,  must  be  sensible  of  our 
shamel 

^  Here  b  tona  obteority  here  which  T  am  mimble  to  ciear  mp.  Nor  oui  T  mpUin 
tko  ntferenee  to  Ijtdy  Mary  Wortley.  I^ord  Macartney  married  one  of  Lady  Mjiry'a 
graad-daughtert,  riz ,  Jane,  daaghter  of  the  Minister  Lord  Bate.— OwHiaOHAM. 
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For  yoTxr  laAfsM^B  k^kir  quMti^te/why  t  dcr  not  piMirii  lu^ 
letter  on  CfhatfteiW  ?  ^hat,  beoatLse  I  dokiH  know  who  in  the  news* 
paper  wants  to  see  it !  My  resoltrtions  must  be  light  as  ^saan^f  if 
iihich  a  breath  oould  make  tiiem  waver.  I  flattered  mys^'  fl&at  yon 
knew  me  enongh  to  be  snrd  that  when  I  haVe  enoe  made  a  resohi- 
tion,  it  is  not  flie  eaisiest  thing  in  the  world  to  shake  tt :  much  less 
such  an  idle  controrersf  a^  whether  Rowley  or  Ghattiiton  was 
Rowley,  wMeh  is^  as  indi£fere&t  to  mie  as  who  is  ehnrehwaHen  of  Si 
Martin's  parish.  And  h<olr  can  I  care  now  what  is  flieiight  abont 
it  P  When  I  have  outiived  all  ^e  principles  and  maadms  pioehased 
fcfr  xta  by  the  noble  army  6f  MattytBy  and  when  there  is  nothing  so 
foolifib  and  absurd  that  is  li6t  believed  and  adopted,  what  matten 
whether  Ossian,  or  Rowley,  w  *  M^er  Gooee^s  Tallse'  are  canoniBBl 
as  classics  P  Thank  toy  natal  stars  I  was  bom  in  a  better  age,  and 
had  much  rather  be  what  t  wfts,  an  author  of  a  very  inferior  daas 
twenty  years  ago,  than  iiie  brightest  luminary  fliat  is  boond  in 
morocco  and  gold,  and  presented  to  the  library  in  tiie  Paik  at  Urn 
disastrous  era — ^to  be  elbowed  by  Scotch  Metaphysics,  and  led  out  of 
my  senses  by  Scotch  historians ;  and  not  get  a  wink  of  sleep  on  my 
shelf,  though  a  forgotten  author,  from  hearing  Dr.  Hunter  teach 
the  youngest  Priiice  his  Erse  alphabet,  or  being  stunned  by  a 
didogue  half  Hsghland  aBtd^halFQerinan,  between  tiie  librarian  Imd 
Madame  SdM^v^enbetg  t  Ladyi  now  lebtest  thou  thy  servant  depart 
liip^ae^fte. 


SlCl    TO  SIR  HORAOS  MAKIT. 

iS«rato6erry  JSTiS,  2>0e.  8S,  1781. 

ItaTAiTB  gone  rbgiriariy  thtoagh  three  volumes  of  the 'House  <if 
Medid,'  imd  dipped  into  a  g<>od  deal  of  the  fourth.  It  is  rattier  not 
wett  written  than  ffl  written;  the  style  is  more  languid  than  fitulty^ 
nnd  fli^ee  nei&er  interests  nor  dii^gnsts.  What  pleases  me  mei* 
is,  that,  besides  i}i»  tvro  "first  Cheat  Dukes  being  great  men,  Ooame 
the  Seoond  and  f^rdmand  the  Seeond  were  very  good  princes ;  laad^ 
though  <John  Oastofn  was  very  vicious,  he  was  not  a  bad  prince :  a 
muck  larger  proportion  of  good  and  great,  oat  of  seven,  than  happens 
to  most  sovereign  families;  perhaps  to  most  elevated  ftuniUea 
Francis  flie  First  seems  to  have  had  no  virtues ;  Oosmo  the  Third 
would,  some  few  centuries  ago,  have  passed  for  the  best  of  all ; 
because  a  proud  silly  bigot,  who  impoverished  his  subjects  to  enrich 
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th«  c(eiS7*  ^  Bbor^  I  like  tite  author's  general  impartiality ;  and, 
ttungh  he  aometiiaes  spares  b^  Floren^^  masters,  he  has  co  crinuDal 
&TOIU  for  the  rest  of  the  Kioga  of  Europe.  I  wish  tho  line  of 
PqMS.Tera  extinct,  like  thq  Ifodid,  that  the  world  might  have  a 
ohuioe  of  seeing  t^Loir  true  biatorjr  too.  Indeed,  Oaluzzi  gives  it 
^mtdly,  when  it  oomee  in  hi»  way ;  so  much,  that  I  imagine  /hat 
to  have  been  the  chief  motiYo  to  the  puhlioatios,  and  to  ^ve  <»igi- 
Dated  with  Ctesar  himself,'  who  may  perhaps  have  a;i<^  to.  Bom^ 
jm^teiial  £«&  usurped  by  the  Popes.  The  author's  sererity  on  such 
a  suooesaum  of  rascals  makes  one  trust  him  when  he  speaks  well  of 
any  of  them.  How  shameleis  do  others  of  them  appear,  when  one 
finds  them  extending  their  impudent  moroaohments,  after  so  large  a 
putof  Enn^  had  open^  its  eyes  t  On  the  other  hand,  how  nyist 
ve  Unglish  smile  at  their  opposite  felly,  in  seeing  tik«ni  re&iM  a 
dis|ienaation  &r  a  match  with  ft  heretie  to  e«r  wretched  fanes  tfaa 
Pint,  at  the  inatig8tiQ&  ckf  eld  Kether  BeUannine  I  That  part  ii 
Teiy  new  to  as,  and,  if  Ijord  Clarendon  caoe  to  the  knowledge  of  it, 
he  siqipressed  it ;  fat,  though  a  ainoere  Protestant,  he  had  so  miph 
of  the  Qhtuch  in  him,  that,  like  the  motto  <m  their  bells,  "Fear 
God,  honour  ik0  King,"  he  was  always  swuaging  betweqn  both.  I 
like  the  anthar,too,lfi>r,toitching:ieii  the  knavery  of  two  of  my  Nobfo 
Authors,  the  good  Eacls  of  Salisbuigr  and  Northaapton;  and  al^ 
more  *b.  fon^Jlbe  justly  bitter  things  h«  says  of  Iaims  XIII.  and 
BicheJieo.  He  is  rather  too  aerere  en  Henry  IT.  and  Solly.;  if 
the  first  was  too  ea^  and  good-hgmoBred,  and  the  latter:  too 
<BOonwnifl  a  politicaan  to  be  stziotly  jart,  one  may  retjoioe  ratlier  than 
weep  when  nations  have  no  worse  reproaehos  to  make  to  their 
goTemors.  The  part  that  diverted  me  the  moat,  in  a  ludicreus  ligh^ 
was  the  Oonrt  «f  tiie  Arohbiahop  of  Floreooe  condemning  the 
Parliament  o£  ff^^vwi  to  pay  ei^it  iniHi»"^i  two  hnndrud  thonaaod 
pounds  sterling  to  Dntiey,  iDnke  of  liorthnmbailand,' — another  ol 
my  Noble  Antboftl  One  would  think  that  Court  had  existed  in 
the  presmt  ag^  wfam  foreignan  t^it/c-r-l  fear  I  must  now  ai^ 
UuMgki — there  eoold  be  no  end  of  onr  wealth-  I  wonder  sash 
itnpnulouB  ideas  of  oor  4q)nlcD«e  did  not  weigh  with  Paul  the  Fifth 
to  giant  the  dispensation,  in  spite  fi£  cpnsoieatioufr  Bellaimine.  B* 
st  remembered  kg  onoe,  that  ehurchmen  wer^  nore  aorupnloBs  than 


I  asked  you  whether  there  was  any  pietnn  of  CaqiiUa  Maytelli. 
I  tIm  Emperor  JoMph  II.— Wumu. 
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I  have  fotmd  a  print  of  her,  among  fhe  hundred  lieads  of  the  Home 
of  Medici,  by  AllegrinL  Yon  eannot  imagine  how  pleased  I  am  to 
find  that  I  hare  lost  so  little  either  of  my  Itafian  or  of  my  memory 
of  Florence,  after  so  long  a  disuse.  I  am  sorry  yoa  never  mention 
any  of  my  acquaintance  there :  no  doubt,  most  of  then  are  gone  off; 
but  you  would  oblige  me  by  naming  such  as  are  still  alive.  This 
letter  is  a  parenthesis  between  our  present  momentous  politics, 
written  in^  the  holidays,  in  the  solitude  and  silence  of  Strawberry. 
I  shall  finish  it  in  town,  whither  I  shall  go  in  two  days,  expecting  to 
hear  new  disasters. 

Moudatf  nighi,  tltU 

I  have  this  moment  receiyed  yowa  of  the  19Ak  by  your  third 
courier,  with  (hose  inclosed  for  your  nephew  ^nd  mine.  I  imagine 
the  former  is  not  in  town,  but  I  shall  send  it  to  his  house ;  the  other 
never  is,  but  the  meve  hours  of  his  waiting ;  but  I  have  sealed, 
directed,  and  sent  it  to  the  post  The  monnment '  will  not  be  dear, 
but  it  is  ugly  enough  in  oonsoience.  Tet,  what  signifies  that,  ot 
the  blundersP  Over  tiie  arms  is  a  banm's  coionety  I  suf^wse  to 
imjity  my  Lady's  barony  of  CSinton ;  yet  it  dioiild  not  be  there,  for 
flie  shield  containing  only  the  aims  of  Walp<de  and  some  of  the 
quarterings,  makes  it  rept^esent  only  a  Baron  Walpole ;  that  is,  my 
brother  before  my  fother's  death.  To  signify  Lady  CSiii^,  it  ought 
to  be  her  arms  quartering  Olinton  in  a  sUeld  of  pretenee  in  the 
middle  of  her  husband's  arms,  or  rather  in  the  same  manner,  but  in 
a  loeenge,  as  a  widow ;  for  the  barony  did  not  deaoend  to  her  in 
my  broflier's  Hfe.  But  all  this  would  be  algebra  to  a  Florentine 
sculptor ; — nor  do  I  wish  to  have  it  dear  for  whom  it  was  designedt 
— nor,  if  known,  will  any  English  herald  or  antiquary  probd>ly  ever 
see  it  My  Lord,  in  this  past  month,  determined  on  an  expedition 
to  visit  his  new  domains  in  Dorset  and  Devon  shires,  and  his  seats 
at  Piddletown  and  Heanton  were  ordered  to  be  aired  and  prepared 
for  his  reception,  and  Lucas  was  deqwtched  to  the  latter  (in  Devon- 
shire) to  notify  his  arrival,  and  invite  the  neighbouring  gentry  to 
the  ceremony  of  inauguration.  The  Earl  followed,  arrived  at 
Piddletown  (in  Dorsetshire),  changed  his  mind,  returned  to  his 
hovel  at  Eriswell,  and  left  Lucas  to  tell  the  other  county  how 
perfectly  his  Lordship  is  in  his  senses. 

I  have  not  found  a  tittle  ot  news  in  town ;  therefore  I  shall  send 

'  The  one  intended  for  Lndy  Oiford,  at  Leshonu— WaiiToul 
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this  away  by  the  post  tD-morrow,  and  writs  again  by  tbe  rsturn  of 
your  oonrier,  if  I  hear  any  noTslty. 

Pray,  whose  is  flie  portrait  that  my  Lord  has  so  tenderly 
redemanded  f  The  Countess  oortainly  did  not  loye  any  pietore  of 
our  fiiaiily  enough  to  hig  it  behind  her  chaise  to  Italy,  as  Lady 
Pomfiret  did  Lady  Bell  F!noh%  fiur  which  yon  remember  she  had  a 
new  frame  made  in  every  town  she  stopped  at  Porhaps  it  is  his 
grandpapa  Jack  Harris's,  or  Mr.  Sewallis  Shirley's»  the  latter  of 
whmn  had  scnae  daim  to  be  rsgistered  en  the  futore  monument  In 
my  Lord's  fit  of  posthumous  piety  he  may  haye  grown  fond,  too» 
of  step  grandbthers  and  fiEitherBy  tiioug^  he  has  not  yet  ao^nred 
a£botion  finr  those  who  pasied  for  his  real  progenitors. 

After  Doetors^  Commoios  had  lam  &Ilow  for  a  year  or  two^  it  k 
tigtm  IScely  to  bear  a  handsome  crop  of  diToress.  (Gallantry  in  this 
eomitiy  soonis  a  mask.  Maids  only  intrigue,  wives  elope.  C*e^ 
PAiqueHe.  Two  young  married  ladies  are  just  gone  off— -no,  this 
is  a  wrong  term  for  one  of  them ;  for  she  has  just  come  to  towui 
and  drives  about  London,  for  fear  her  adventure  should  be  forgotten 
brfcnre  it  comes  into  the  House  of  Lords.  It  is  a  Lady  Worseley, 
sister  of  Lady  Harrington.  On  hearing  she  was  gone  away  with  a 
Major  Blisset,  another  young  gentleman  said,  at  8t  Jamos's  coffee- 
house, **  I  have  been  very  secret ;  but  now,  I  think,  I  am  at  liberty 
to  show  this  lettw.''  It  was  oouehed  in  these  laconic  and  senti- 
mental terms:  ''I  have  loved  Windham,  I  did  love  Ghraham,  but 
now  I  love  only  you,  by  (Sod.''  I  am  a  little  angry  for  my  nephew. 
Lord  Ch<dmondeley,  who  has  been  most  talked  of  for  her,  and  who  is 
thought  to  have  the  largest  pretensicms  to  her  remembrance.  If  you 
see  him,  you  may  tell  him  I  resent  her  forgetfulaess;  we  believe 
him  in  Italy.    Adieu  I 


SIOS.    TO  THB  RIV.  WILLIAM  COLS. 

SerieU^  Sqww,  Dec  SO,  17S1. 

Wx  aire  both  hearty  friends,  my  dear  Sir,  for  I  see  we  have  both 
been  reproaching  ourselves  with  rilence  at  the  same  moment  I  am 
much  concerned  that  you  have  had  cause  for  yours.*    I  have  had 

>  "When  I  look  at  your  last  letter  itstartlei  me;  yetlim  not  totally  withoni 
ezeue :  I  waa  loth  to  tronble  jon  nnneoetearily,  and  hare  been  eonftned  for  three 
iBimthe  with  a  eonetant  indiapoiition  both  of  mind  and  body,  to  that  I  hare  had  no 
iaeliaation  to  write  or  do  anything.    Aboat  ten  daye  ago  thie  hofering  gont  fised 
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te6%^fli<mgkilii|ttspomt  tooimiaipaitmiteriii  fsrreorreflpoiidaM 
my  right  hand,  which  has  been  in  labour  of  •chaUd-rixAies  ihia  ivlude 
8iimmei*,  and  at  timeB  ^  nonrota  as  ta  4taD^ble^to  miiah,  (hat,  ezdept 
when  qoit&nweBBkrfil  havelrmided  a  pea.  I  hare  beta  ddwered 
c^f  fnichafoailtity  of  oiudky^iiiatteriihat  lam  noC.cskly  almost  free 
from  pain,  bti^  iMipa  to  avddi  a  Mi  this  iruitGr.  •  How  thste  oan  be  a 
doabt  what  the'  ^ut  is^  awutoe  me !  What  19  it  but  aieoBoretioH  of 
knmoafft,  thitteither  stop  up  A^  6m  vasBels,  OBxikh  pioid  and:iitflam- 
aiation;  aad^  paasiiwity  6i%lb7  penpiratielii;  of  wkioiiidiMlMurgo 
thelnial'Tes^  into  oha&'^otoioi '  wM^h  poawtimeEi  iremifciP  ii^  their  beds, 
ftomatimei  ])aake  Atir  |laalage>  hv^m^itdlyf  I  have  ezpeiienoed 
all  three.  It  may  1  ba  o^jboted^  'ilwl  ikhe  aom/dtimeB  iratantaiieona 
feaioTalof  paiafromonel&iib^iuibAieFiis 'too  rapid  fotiatmn^nt 
cif  ohalk--^4rae,  bat  Bot  for  the  hiunonr  be&ine  ooflyiUted.  Aii  thei^ 
is,  evidently,  teo/  a  degree  iof  wind  jtaxM,  wib  tiha  goat»  magr  not 
that  wind  be  impr^nated  with  the  noxiowa  eflnyia,  especially  as  the 
latter  are  pent  up  in  the  body  and  may  be  oormptedP — I  hope  yonr 
present  complaint  in  the  foot  witt*  dean  the  rest  of  jrov  person. 

Many  thanks*  for  yoikr  etdhin|^  of  Mn  BiK)wne  WilEs :  I  shaU  yahie 
it  not  only  as  I  am  a  ooUeotor^  bnt^beoause  he  was  yonr  friend. 
What  shall  I  say  about  Mr.  €kMigh  F  he  is  not  a  pleasant  man,  and 
I  doubt  will  tease  me  about  many  tiungs,  some  of  wUoh  I  nerei^ 
oared  about,  and  all  which  I  interest  m3rBelf'  little  about iatow,  whes 
I  seek  to  pass  m^  remnant  in  the  most  indolent  )tranquillity.  He 
has  not  been  very  civil  to  me,  he  worships  the  fools  I  despise,  and 
I  conceiye  has  no  genuine  taste ;  yet  as  to  trifling  resNitmtats; 
iriien  the  dbjeets  have  not  acted  with  bad  hearts,  I  can  most  readily 
lose  them«  Please  Mr.  Gough,  I  csrtldnly  shall  not ;  I  cannot  be 
yery  grave  about  such  idle  studies  as  his  and  my  own,  and  am  apt 
to  be  impatient,  or  laugh  when  people  imagine  I  am  serious  about 
them.  But  there  is  a  stronger  reason  why  I  shall  not  satisfy 
Mr.  Gk)ugh.  He  is  a  man  to  minute  down  whatever  one  tells  him 
that  he  may  call  information,  and  whip  it  into  his  next  publication. 
However,  though  I  am  naturally  very  frank,  I  can  regulate  m3r8elf 
by  those  I  converse  wiQi ;  and  as  I  shall  be  on  my  guard,  I  will  not 
decline  visiting  Mr.  Gough,  as  it  would  be  illiberal  or  look  surly  if  I 
refused.  Ton  shall  have  the  merit,  if  you  please,  of  my  assent ; 
and  shall  tell  him,  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  him  any  morning  at  eleven 

itself  in  one  foot,  and  girei  me  better  spiritii  and  an  ability  to  wiite."    C0I9  to 
Walpole,  2'2nd  Dec,  1781.    MS.-  Cumhikoham. 


o'clock    Thia  will  sftFo  yon  {he  tnmble  of  ^eodisg  me  hia  new  woilt, 
as  I  condude  be  will  mention  it  to  nie. 

I  more  willingly  aasure  yon  that  I  abl^  JiikiB  to  aee  Vr.  Steerenfl,' 
and  to  show  him  Strawbeny.  Tot|  neyer  seat  ixm  ft  peraon  you 
oommend^y  that  I  did.not  find  dawrved  it 

You  will  be  .fwpri^ed  wb^n  I  tell  yon^  that  I  haye.ionly  dipped 
into  Mr.  Biyanjfs  book,  and  lent  th#  Dean's  be$>re  I  had  cut.  the 
leaves^  tbo^h  I  h^  peeped  into<  it  enongh  to  see  that  I  ahaU  not 
read  it  Both  he  and  Bryant  are  so  diffuse  on  our  antiqnated 
literature,  that  I  had  rather  beUeve  in  Bowley  than  go  through 
their  proofs.  Mr.  Warton  afid  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  haye  more  patimoe, 
and  intend  to  answer  them-^md  so  the  cantrovarsy  will  be  two 
hundred  years  out  of  my  reach.  Mr.  Bryanty  I  did  £nd»  begged 
a  yast  many  questions,  whieb  proyed  to  me  his  own  doubts. 
Dr.  Glynn's  foolish  evidepee .  made  me  laugh,  and  so  did  Mr. 
Bryanfs  sensibility  /jiMr  me;  he  says  Chatter^n  treated  me  yery 
erucUy  in  one  of  his  writings.  I  am  sure  I  did  not  feel  it  so.  I 
suppose  Bryant  means  under  the  titl^  of  Baron  of  Otranto,  which 
is  written  with  humour.  I  must  haye  be^n  the  sensitiye  plant  if 
anything  in  that  character  had  hurt  mel  Mr.  Biiifyant  too,  and  the 
Dean,  as  I  see  by  extracts  in  the  papers,  haye  decorated  Chatterton 
with  sanctimonious  honour — think  of  that  young  rascal's  note,  when, 
suinining  up  hiB  gains  imd  loaaee  by  writing  for  and  agaiiurt  Beokford^ 
he  says,  **  Am  glad  he  is  dead  by  3/.  13«.  M*^  There  was  a  lad  of 
too  nice  honour  to  be  capable  of  forgery  I  and  a  lad  who,  they  do 
not  deny,  forged  the  poems  in  the  style  of  *  Ossian,'  and  fifty  other 
things.  In  the  parts  I  did  read,  Mr.  Bryant,  as  I  expected,  reasons 
admirably,  and  staggered  me ;  but  when  I  took  upthe  poems  ealjed 
Bowle/s  again,  I  protest  I  cannot  see  the  smallest  air  of  antiquity 
but  the  old  words.  The  whole  texture  is  conceiyed  on  ideas  of  the 
present  century.  The  Uberal  manner  of  thinking  of  a  monk  so  long 
before  the  Beformation  is  as  stiq)endous ;  and  where  he  met  with 
Oyid's  Metamorphoses,  Eclogues,  and  plans  of  Greek  tragedies,  when 
eyen  Caxton,  a  printer,  took  Virgil's  '^neid '  for  so  rare  a  tl^elty, 
are  not  less  incomprehensible :  though  on  these  things  I  speol^^'^t 
random,  nor  haye  searched  for  the  era  when  the  Greek  and  Latin 
classics  came  again  to  lij^t— at  present  I  imagine  long  after  our 
Edward  the  Fourth. 

Another  thing  struck  me  in  my  yery  cursory  perusal  of  Bryant 

'  Gtofgt  Sieereni,  the  Sbikipeire  oommentator.— CvvvnrasAM. 
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He  asks  whrae  Chatterton  oould  find  so  nrach  knowledge  of  Eng^ 
events  P  I  conld  tell  him  where  he  might,  by  a  rery  natoral 
hypothesis,  fliongh  merely  an  hypottiesis.  It  appears  by  the  eridenoe^ 
that  Canninge  left  mx  chests  of  mannseripts,  and  that  Chatterton  got 
possession  of  some  or  sereraL  Now,  what  was  therein  so  probtMif 
as  a  diary  drawn  np  by  Oanninge  himsdf,  or  some  chnrohwaiden 
or  wardens,  or  by  a  mxmk  or  monks  f  Ib  anjrthing  more  natoral 
ttian  for  sneh  a  person,  amidst  the  events  at  Bristol,  to  set  down 
such  other  pnblic  fsets  as  happened  in  the  rest  ef  ifae  kingdom  P 
Was  not  such  almost  all  the  materials  of  our  ancient  storyP  There 
is  actually  sneh  an  one,  with  some  curious  collateral  £EKrts,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,— for  I  write  by  memory, — in  the  *  History  of  Fnmess' 
or  '  Fountain's  Abbey,'  I  foi^  which :  if  CBiatterton  found  such  an 
one,  did  he  want  the  extenrive  literature  on  which  so  much  stress  is 
laid  P  Hypothesis  for  hypothesis, — ^I  am  sure  this  is  as  rational  an 
one  as  the  sujqxxition  that  six  chests  were  filled  with  poems  never 
else  heard  of. 

These  are  my  indigested  thoughts  on  tiiis  matter — not  that  I 
ever  intend  to  digest  them — for  I  will  not,  at  sixty-four,  sail  back 
into  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries,  and  be  drowned  in  an 
ocean  of  monkish  writers  of  those  ages  or  iji  this  t  Tours  most 
sincerely. 


2104.    TO  THE  BEY.  WILLIAM  KASOK. 

Jam.  S,  1781. 

I  HAVE  seen  an  *  Ode  to  Hope '  by  Hke  Duchess  of  Devonshire 
and  Hope's  'Answer.'  The  first  is  easy  and  prettily  expressed, 
though  it  does  not  express  much.  The  second  is  the  genteelest 
sermon  I  ever  saw  and  by  much  the  best-natured,  and  the  expression 
charming.  The  condusiTe  lines  are  admirable,  and  the  first  time 
I  beUere  that  a  compliment  to  a  fine  lady  conveyed  a  most  grave 
lesson  of  morality ;  yet  so  deUcately  that  it  might  be  read  at  a  ball 
without  shocking  a  fine  gentleman.  It  is  precisely  the  reverse  of 
not  meniUming  hell  to  ear9  poKie.^  Nay,  though  flattery  and  poetry, 
it  must  be  pronounced  in  the  pulpit,  all  this  is  such  a  novelty  that  I 
wish  for  a  copy  of  both,  s^mtend,  as  the  first  founds  one  part  of  the 
merit  of  the  second. 

I  Pope.— CuranrMAH. 


1783.]  TO  THI  OOTimM  6F  0S80RT.  W 

T  W9B  lefreAed  bjr  ibis  sig&t  after  being  stnpified  by  Dr.  KIW 
waggon-kNid  of  notes  on  Rowley,  which  I  have  ei  last  been  leading. 
They  haye  all  the  dall  impertinenoe  of  a  Dnldi  Gommentary,  an 
eslentatkNM  parade  of  all  he  knows,  to  the  purpose  or  not,  accom- 
panied with  bombast  prefeKBces  of  Rowley  to  Hiakespeare,  Milton, 
Pope,  Homer,  Yirfpl^  Ac  fte.  I  am  suffocated :  pray  let  Hope  give 
me  some  comfort  I  know  nothing  dse,  the  war,  uid  the  French 
Fleet  and  the  West  Indies,  and  Lord  Sandwich,  and  Lord  Gomwallis, 
are  all  gone  oat  of  town,  I  belieTe  fer  the  holidays. 

There  is  a  nightingale-woman  I  am  kdd,  cdled  the  Allegranti» 
who  sings  so  sweetly  that  Lady  Mary  Doneaa  and  Lady  Moont- 
Edgeomnbe  torn  their  backs  when  she  warUes,  because  you  know 
peojde  only  hear  with  their  fSnces,  and  nofliing  is  fit  to  be  heard  but 
Paechierotti.  As  I  have  no  ear  but  in  my  eyes  I  shall  go  to  see  this 
PhflomeL 

Pray  write  to  me  for  I  have  nothing  to  do,  and  nothing  to  say : 
I  can  still  answer  letters  or  questions,  but  I  find  I  cannot  answer 
fliem  if  thqr  are  not  written  or  asked:  my  goose-quill  is  grown 
▼ery  grey. 


aiOft.    TO  THK  COUHTIflfi  Of  0B80RT. 

Monday  ni^,  Jan.  7, 1782. 

I  WAS  angry,  I  am  angry ;  but  the  Gbds  know,  not  with  you» 
Madam,  nor  with  anybody  else  in  particular.  I  am  aggriered  by 
nobody.  Mine  is  an  honester  and  an  unselfish  indignation.  I  am 
hurt  to  see  all  prospects  annihilated  that  would  haye  made  one  care 
about  what  is  to  surriye  one.  Nothing  will  be  left  of  Eng^d  but 
the  vestiges  of  its  grandeur ;  and  what  shocks  one  already  is,  tiiat 
the  Vandalism  that  overspreads  ruined  empires  has  anteoeded  our 
last  moments.  Bad  taste,  spite,  calumny,  pert  dulness,  and  blun* 
dering  affectation  of  humour  have  taken  place  of  everything  agree* 
able.  I  would  not  quote  such  records  as  the  newspapers,  if  tiiey 
were  not  the  oracles  of  the  times,  and  what  everybody  reads  and 
cites.  Besides  Macpberson's  daily  column  of  lies,  is  there  a  para- 
graph that  is  not  scandalous  or  malevolant  even  in  those  that  are 
set  mgari  as  a  tithe  for  truth  P  Half  of  each  is  replete  with  error 
and  ignorance.  If  a  fitmily  has  a  misfortune  of  any  kind,  it  is  cast 
in  every  mould  in  ill-nature's  shop,  and  the  public  is  dkerted  in 
every  way  in  which  it  can  bo  misconstrued.    I  need  instance  but 
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in  the  laiQ  meliiioluily  ady^tuve  ot  Lord  Oamden's  daughter.  Is 
not  a  CQontry  more  san^  tibtan  Hottentots^  where  all  priyata 
distresses  are  served  up  tke  next  morning  for  the  break&st  and 
entertainment  of  the  pablie  P  Whenyon  haye  waded  throng^  the 
scandal  of  the  df^^  the  next  rc^mst  is  a  long  dissertation  on  two 
contending  pantomixaes,  wbile  a  miztore  of  losses  of  ships  and 
armies  and  isIandB  is  a  glaxing  mark  of  the  inaenriWe  stapidi^ 
of  the  age,  whiqh  is  less  oooapied  by  national  disgraoe  and  calamity, 
than  by  slander  thi^  used  to  .be  eonfined  to  dd  maids,  and  fiiUiss 
oply  fit  for  children.  A  week's  newepi^^era  presenred  to-  the  end  of 
the  next  century  will  e:qpkdn  why  we  are  fEdlen  so  low.  They  wonU 
aapply  Voltaire  with  a  chapter  on  ks  mamr%  du  temps.  I  think  I 
haye  justified  myself  and  my  contempt  for  the  times  I  live  in.  Madam, 
and  why  I  am  not  ambitious  ai  haying  it  remembered  that  I 
belonged  to  them. 

I  cannot  answer  your  Ladyship's  questions  about  Lofd  Eaaez's 
trial ;  indeed  I  do  not  remember  the  circumstance. 

Miss  Keppel  is  much  better.  Sir  Kichard  Jebb  ia  confident  of  id 
being  a  bilious  case.  . «  < 

I  haye  been  this  eyening  at  Miss  Monkton's*  to  see  Mademoiselle 
Theodore  dance  a  minuet  with  young  Edgecumbe ;  and  to-morrow 
I  shall  go  to  the  Opera,  for  the  first  time  this  year,  to  see  her  and 
hear  the  *  AUegranti,'  as  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  is  oyer,  and  there 
is  no  likelihood  of  there  being  any  trials.  I  do  not  belieye  that  eyen 
her  ghost  condescended  to  peep  at  the  ball  that  was  giyen  at  Hatfield 
lafit  Thursday  to  the  counfy  of  Hertford. 

Plray  do  not  forget  Lord  Ohandos  at  Wobum.  Mine  is  in  black 
profusely  laced  with  silyer,  a  white  waistcoat  much  slashed,  and  a 
round  black  hat,  with  a  rich  jeweL 

My  project  of  going  to  the  Opera  is  addled.  I  haye  got  the 
rheumatiBm  in  my  left  arm,  and  cannot  put  on  my  coat.  It  is  not 
the  gout ;  I  know  his  tooth  too  well  to  mistake  his  bite. 

>  Honoonble  ICary  Konkioa,  dini^ier  of  the  flnt  YiMOimt  Qftlwiy  aad  uMb  sf 
the  Berenih  Sari  of  Cork  and  Orrery,  well  ki^own  to  the  readers  of  BoevoU  as  "  tlm 
lively  Miss  Monkton.  who  used  always  to  hare  the  finest  bit  of  blue  at  her  partiea.* 
81m  was  bom  in  April  174S  and  died  on  tbe  SOth  of  Mi^,  lS40.--<lvmiaaBAM. 
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ttOC.    TO  THl  UY.  WlUuUM  MASOK. 

Berh$U^  Squart,  Jm,  10, 1782. 

I  AM  foroed  to  ^to  to  yoa  with  Eugate's  peiii  for  though  my 
lig^  hand  is  better,  the  left  is  totally  useless  and  mnfiSed  to  aboTe 
the  elbow  with  my  old  binuiial  yisitor,  the  gout  As  he  had  out* 
stayed  his  terniy  I  was  in  herpes  that,  like  prelatio  visitors,  he  would 
relax  and  relax  till  he  totally  forgot  me :  howeyer,  by  being  dilatory 
in  his  returns,  I  may,  upon  the  whole^  baulk  him  of  one  progress. 

I  do  not  aiall  beJiere  that  these  was  a  grain  of  partiality  in  my 
qipfobtttian  of  your  Ode :  asktheotherPrincesofPamassesif  I  am 
apt  to  flatterthem  more  thani  do  other  Highnesses.  I  shall  certainly 
demand  a  oopy  from  you,  if  I  cannot  get  one  other^fise,  which  I 
don't  imagine  will  be  diffiouU.  Lady  Jers^  gaye  both  Odes  to 
Mrs*  Ddany;  and  thoiig^  I  may  see  neither  pf  them  this  month 
from  my  oonfinsment^  Lord  and  Iiady  Haiscowt  will  be  in  town  to- 
night, and  to  them  I  shall  a^ly. 

It  wiU  be  no.  compliment  ta  cede  to  you  Delia  Hill^'^  huge  book: 
I  haye  not  touched  it  this  wieek,  n^nr  waded  through  tha  last  )iundred 
pagesl  Tou  wfill  find  that  I  haye  scribbled  a  few  short  notes  here  and 
ttiera  in  tte  imrgin,  therefore,  don't  let  it^go  oi^t  of  your  own  hands ; 
hit  I  am  in  no  hurry  tot  it,  nor  shall  probably  oyer  make  use  of 
them.  Much  less  wiUI  publish  my  own  pamphlet,  which  might 
oUige  me  to  say  more ;  if  you  will,  I  am  sure  I  shall  be  diyerted ; 
but  as  to  euiing  the  worid  of  fooliah  credulity — nothing  but  a  new 
deluge4x>uld  effect  it,  and  that  for  no  long  period.  Nay,  would  one 
flap  fools  and  leaye  the  knayes  in  quiet  P  Howeyer,  on  some  yigil  of 
your  nobler  anger  you  may  kill  flies  if  you  please. 

I  will  send  the  book  to  the  coach  to-morrow,  therefore,  you  will 
inquire  for  it  about  the  time  ^  its  atiiyaL 

Mrs.  Delany  has  lent  me  another  most  pleasing  work  of  Mr.  Oilpin — 
his  '  Essay  on  Forest  Trees '  considered  in  a  picturesque  light.  Itis 
perfectly  new,  truly  ingenious,  full  of  good  sense  in  an  agreeable 
style,  and  yoid  of  all  afifeciatiDn — sad  reeomtmendations  to  such 
times  I  Oonsequentty,  I  suppose,  it  will  not  be  pobliahedl  Adieal 
I  flcm  in  pain  and  tired. 
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iior.    to  TRK  COITNTKSS  OV  08S0KT. 

Bvfkitif  SpMTV,  /on.  1S»  1781 

Your  Tjadyship  will  exciue  my  employing  Eiigate/  as  I  am  not 
able  to  write  myself  One  would  have  thought  that  I  had  been  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  gonfs  voice  to  mistake  his  accent  fer  a 
stranger's ;  bnt,  as  ttie  pain  began  <m  the  inside  of  my  dbow,  I 
flattered  myself  that  it  was  only  rheomatic.  Next  morning  I  was 
cured  of  my  mistake^  and  at  present  my  poor  lean  hand  is  oolossaL 
I  hare  had  much  less  pain  than  fever,  but  three  restless  nights  have 
convinced  me  so  much  of  my  extreme  weakness,  that  should  ttiegooft 
take  a  Cemcy,  as  it  did  some  years  ago,  of  making  tiie  grand  tour  of 
my  person,  I  should  little  expect  to  get  through  it ;  indeed,  I  cannot 
now  attempt  even  to  dictate  an  answer  to  above  one  or  two 
paragraphs  in  your  Ladyship's  letter :  mudi  less  is  my  head  dear 
enough  to  tell  you  the  whole  strange  story  of  Mrs.  Steuait.  The 
fSunily  themselves  neither  are  nor  can  ever  be  certain  in  their  bdief ; 
but  upon  the  whole  it  seems  to  me  to  have  been  a  sudden  fit  of 
lunacy  with  which  she  had  been  afflicted. 

Captain  Waldegrave  was  so  very  obliging  and  good-natured  as  to 
call  on  me  this  morning,  and  I  was  happy  to  see  him  look  so  much 
better  than  I  expected  after  all  his  vexations,  disappointments,  and 
illness.    He  talked  of  being  at  AmpthiU  I  fliink  on  Monday  next 

Doctor  Dee's  black  stone  was  named  in  tiie  catalogue  of  the 
collection  of  the  Earls  of  Peterborough,  whence  it  went  to  Lady 
Betty  Germaine.  She  gave  it  to  the  last  Duke  of  Argyle,  and  his 
son.  Lord  Frederic,  to  me. 


210S.    TO  SIR  HOBAGl  MAKK. 

BtrieUy  Square,  Jam.  17, 17S2. 

I  HAVE  received  yours  of  the  29th  of  last  month,  and  will  answer 
it  in  this  as  well  as  I  can;  though  I  have  but  one  hand  at  liberty; 
having  been  ooafined  these  ten  days  by  the  gout  in  the  other  and  its 
dbow.  I  am  not  void  of  all  hopes  that  the  fit  will  proceed  no 
£Eurther ;  and  then,  though  my  prison  may  last  as  much  longer  as  it 

1  Tkit Ifliiir to ia U« Mrfuit't  kindvriUnf .— R.  Vibmi  Smith. 
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hat  dtme,  I  ahaU  think  myself  very  fbiinnato,  for  it  will  be  the 
■hortest  fit  I  have  had  tluse  ten  yean ;  nor  am  I  yoong  or  fond 
enongji  of  the  vorid  to  pant  after  mooh  liberty  beyond  that  of  my 
limbs. 

There  has  been  no  pabUo  event  titiee  my  hut,  bat  the  Freoek 
parchaae  of  St  Eiutatia  from  our  Qovemor  of  it.  What  ihame  there 
ia  in  that  transaotion  the  bayers,  I  sappoee,  will  make  orer  to  the 
seller,  imlen  die  Oppoaitiou  borrow  part  c^  it  for  the  Hbiisters.  The 
Pariiameat  is  to  meet  next  week,  uid  the  town  ezpeote  that,  bdbra 
that.  Lord  George  Oennaine's  reaignatioQ  will  be  notified — not  that 
I  tell  yon  he  baa  resigned,  bat  snob  ia  the  anivenal  petsnaaion ;  and 
the  last  syn^itom  on  which  ooajectnrea  are  formed  ia,  that  his  family 
have  said  he  would  not  be  at  tbe  Qaeen's  birth-day  to-morrow. 
TtMur  nephew,  I  oooelode,  will  now  oome  to  town,  and  send  yoa 
fresher  and  more  authentic  rurliamrnti^ry  intelUgenoe  than  I  can. 

We  hear  with  some  surprise  of  the  Emperor's  fery  rapid  suffoca- 
Uuu  of  nunneries.  Do  nut  the  monks  regret  their  helpmates,  and 
tremble  for  themselves  ?  If  Ccesars  coold  tremble,  I  ^ould  a^k  if 
Cffisar  had  no  apprehension  for  himself.  Are  all  the  Jeeuita  extinct 
that  despatched  poor  OangaucUi  ?  Is  not  the  Yatican  hung  with 
sackcloth  ?  I  suppose  the  next  tUing  we  shall  hear  will  be,  tliat 
those  pillars  of  toleration,  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Czarina, 
hare  opened  asylums  on  the  road  for  all  those  chaste  doves  that 
choose  to  leare  their  first  spouse.  The  next  century  will  most 
probably  exhibit  a  very  new  era,  which  the  close  of  thia  has  been, 
md  is,  preparing.  The  aniiiliilation  of  the  Jesuits  pared  the  way. 
Popery  totten,  though  we  preposterously  stepped  in  to  aave  it ;  but 
tehiiu  old  follies  grow  exploded,  what  can  save  them  f  not  their  own 
fibberiah  nor  legerdemain,  which  gare  them  auooess.  This  is  no 
impeachment  to  new  impostures ;  bat  for  the  old,  I  would  not  answer 
how  for  the  Bevolution  may  extend. 

The  enfranohiaemest  of  America  will  be  another  capital  feature 
of  the  New  Era,  and,  sooner  or  later,  will  extend  beyond  British 
oolouiea.  Whether  mankind  will  be  advantaged  by  these  boule- 
ffenement,  I  am  nut  so  clear ;  I  mean,  in  ttieir  capacity  of  Beasoa 
and  Libttty, — charters  seldom  obtained  and  confirmed  without  much 
bloodshed.  Sohliers,  I  fear,  will  not  be  laid  aside,  though  Priests 
may ;  and  then  what  signifies  whether  one  is  chained  or  murdered 
l^  s  follow  in  a  black  coat,  or  a  fellow  in  a  red  oaa  f 
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Lord  (George  Germainehaft  indubitably  resigned,  it  is  said,  to  be  a 
peer;  and  that  the  office  wQl  not  be  filled  up,  its  province  being 
gone.  Qis  moond  tome  has  not  been,  brilliant,  but  has  made  the 
first  the  more  remembeind — no  advantage  neither. .  Wh^  reasons 
he  assigns  lor  retirement  I  have  not  heard ;  neither  his  flssodatea 
nor  the  public  wished  him  to  stay.  The  next  chapter  will  be  his 
principal  enemy  Lord  Sandwich's,  who  has  numerous  foes  too^ 
but  more  Mends. 


2109.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OP  0880RT. 

BeMlejf  S^iuafe,  JoH,  19, 17tl 

I  HAD  seen  in  the  papers  the  epigram  your  Ladjrship  has  sent  me 
to-day,  and  Uked  it  so  much,  that  I  cut  it  out.  Like  well  I  did, 
too,  flie  Ampthillian  lines.  It  was  the  subject  alone  that  I  disap- 
proved in  them ;  and,  though  you  say  I  had  no  right  to  take 
exception,  as  there  was  no  compliment  to  my  roses  and  lilies,  I  do 
maintain  tiiat  my  complexion  is  likely  to  last  as  long  as  my  fame, 
and,  therefore,  if  I  should  have  been  in  the  right  to  be  displeased  at 
a  compliment  to  the  more  diurable  of  the  two,  I  might  justly  protest 
against  one  to  the  shorter  lived  of  the  twain.  Nay,  as  much  as  your 
Ladyship  may  disparage  my  looks  (which  I  believe  you  did  out  of 
revenge),  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  outside  of  my  head  will  survive 
the  inside ;  and,  therefore,  as  I  may  last  till  I  am  a  fine  man  of  my 
age,  I  beg  you  will  let  me  enjoy  what  I  can,  instead  of  nursing 
me  with  visions  of  what  I  shall  never  attain. 

It  is  my  belief,  though  still  a  problem,  that  Lord  George  Germaine 
has  resigned ;  which  is  signing  his  confession,  at  least,  that  America 
is  lost.  The  King  has  had  a  violent  bleeding  at  (his  own)  nose, 
wMch  returned  yesterday  at  the  drawing-room.  Scarce  any  great 
ladies,  except  those  immediately  attached  to  the  Court,  were  at  the 
birth-day,  in  resentment  for  not  having  been  asked  to  flie  Queen's 
balls  last  year.  Upon  my  word,  I  believe  every  body  will  have 
spirit  at  last  in  England,  except  the  two  Houses  of  Parlkmeni 

So  Lord  Ossory  comes  on  Monday,  and  your  Ladyship  very  early 
next  winter  I 
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mo.  1^  fm  SABL  Of  buohak.i 

Jan.  26, 178a« 

Tour  Lorddiip  inll  Ibrgive  me  if  I  make  but  ti:  short  answer  to 
iiie  hfmoor  of  year  last.  Its  I  write  wifli  diffioolty,  haying  but  the 
use  of  one  han^  the  goat  haying  disabled  the  ot^er  for  these  three 
weeks. 

I  do  not  know  whe&er  the  pietnres  o»f  James  m.  and  his  Qaeen 
lemaan  ait  Kensington.  I  was  told  some  years  ago  that  his  Majesty 
haying  ordered  all  his  store-pictures  to  be  assembled  at  that  palace 
in  order  to  seleet  soch  as  he  shonld  like  to  replace  those  at  Windsor 
and  Hampton  Ooarty  which  he  had  sent  to  ttie  Qneen's  Honse,  did 
giye  the  residue  to  the  then  Lord  Chamberlain  and  his  Deputy.  I  can 
easily  know  firoin  Mrs;  Loyd  flie  Housekeeper  whether  the  portraiti^ 
of  the  Soottiah  King  and  Queen  remain  there ;  and  I  can  as  easily 
obtain  from  the  present  Lord  Chamberlain  permission  for  your 
Lordship  to  haye  fliem  copied ;  bat  that  cannot  be  done  without 
payment  ef  fees  to  the  Officers  of  (he  Chamberlam's  office,  and  which 
it  does  not  depend  on  Lord  Hertford  to  dispense  with,  as  they  hare 
a  right,  and  none  of  the  Boyal  Piotores  are  granted  to  be  copied 
otiiearwise. 

The  Lady  Arabella  Stuart  is  not  at  Deyonshire  House,  my  Lord, 
but  at  the  Duke  of  Portland's  at  Wdbeck.*  If  I  said  otherwise  I 
Bisinfinrmed  your  Lordship.  I  haye  a  copy  of  it  in  water-colourt 
by  Yertue,  whidi  your  Lordship's  painter  shall  copy  if  you  please ; 
(bere  is  also  an  old  print  of  her,  but  extremdy  scarce.  I  haye  one, 
and  there  is  aoother  in  tiie  Collection  of  English  Heads,  which  Lord 
Moantstoart  purehased  of  Mr.  BulL 

I  haye  had  my  two  yolmnes  of  'Royal  Authors'  bound  at  you^ 

Lordship's  command,  and  they  diall  be  sent  if  your  Lordship  will 

tdl  me  by  what  cenyeyance.    I  forget  whether  I  thought  anything 

else  of  mine  might  be  acceptable  too,  but  I  had  rather  forget  flian 

be  yain  or  impertinent     I  haye  the  honour  to  be,  with  great 

nespeeti  my  Lord,  4e., 

Hob.  WaiiVous. 


1  Kow  flni  pmUUbed.    TiMorigiiMliiiatlMBrltbb  Kvamnn,  Addlt  Mft.  21^60. 
— OuvraaHAM. 

'  Tliif  Twy  enriooi  picture  I  found  in  1857,  not  at  Weibedc,  Imt  at  Bolaof«r.    Th* 
pment  Duke  of  Portiand  hai  had  it  nttored  to  Wtibook.— OvmruioflAX. 
TOL.  Tin.  L 
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2111.    Ta  TES  BEY.  WILLUM  OOUL 

SerUUif  SqiUMTtt  Jatu  S7, 178i. 

*  For  these  three  weeks  I  have  had  the  gout  in  my  left  elbow  and 
hand,  and  can  yet  but  just  bear  to  lay  the  latter  on  the  paper  while 
I  write  with  the  otiier.  However,  this  is  no  complaint^  for  it  is  the 
shortest  fit  I  have  had  these  sixteen  years,  and  with  trifling  pain ; 
therefore,  as  flie  fits  decrease,  it  does  ample  honour  to  my  bootikins, 
regima[i,  and  method.  Next  to  my  bootikins,  I  ascribe  much  credit 
to  a  diet-drink  of  dock-roots,  of  which  Dr.  Turton  asked  me  for  the 
receipt,  as  the  best  he  had  ever  seen,  and  which  I  will  send  you 
if  you  please.  It  came  from  an  old  physician  at  Bichmond,  who 
did  amazing  service  with  it  in  inveterate  scurvies, — ^the  parents^ 
or  ancestors  at  least,  I  believe,  of  all  gouts.  Tour  fit  I  hope  is 
quite  gone. 

Mr.  Gough  has  been  with  me.  I  never  saw  a  more  dry  or  more 
oold  gentleman.  He  told  me  his  new  plan  is  a  series  df  English 
monuments.  I  do  like  the  idea,  and  offered  to  lend  him  drawings 
for  it 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Steevens  too,  who  is  much  more  flowing.  I  wish 
you  had  told  me  it  was  the  editor  of  Shakspeare,  for,  on  his 
mentioning  Dr.  Farmer,  I  launched  out  and  said,  he  was  by  much 
the  most  rational  of  Shakspeare's  commentators,  and  had  giyea  the 
only  sensible  account  of  the  authors  our  great  poet  had  oonsulted. 
I  really  meant  those  who  wrote  before  Dr.  Farmer.  Mr.  Steevens 
seemed  a  little  surprised,  which  made  me  discover  the  blunder  I  had 
made,  for  which  I  was  very  sorry,  though  I  had  meant  nothing  by 
it;  however,  do  not  mention  it  I  hope  he  has  too  much  sense  to 
take  it  ill,  as  he  must  have  seen  I  had  no  intention  of  o£Elniding  him; 
on  the  contrary,  that  my  whole  behaviour  marked  a  desire  of  being 
dvil  to  him  as  your  frieod,  in  which  light  only  you  had  named  him 
to  me.  Pray  take  no  notice  of  it,  though  I  could  not  help  men- 
tioning it,  as  it  lies  on  my  conscience  to  have  been  even  undesigiiedlj 
and  indirectly  unpolito  to  anybody  you  recommend.  I  should  not,  I 
trust,  have  been  so  unintentionally  to  anybody,  nor  with  intention^ 
unless  provoked  to  it  by  great  fi>lly  or  dirtiness.    Adieu  1 


ITtS.]  VO  flOt  HOftACa  MAKK.  H7 


sua.    TO  THX  lABL  OF  HABCOUBT.^ 

JHda^  nighi,  ktU. 

Though  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  jour  Loidship  for  so  readily 
undertaking  io  make  peace,  I  shall  have  no  occasion  to  trouble  yoiiy 
unless  yon  should  by  mere  accident  haye  an  opportunity  of  softening 
the  reception, — ^for  Mr.  C[onway]  and  Lady  A[yle8bury]  have 
taken  the  matter  with  the  utmost  good  humour  and  good  sense, 
and  neither  of  them  care  a  straw  whether  they  are  received  a  little 
better  or  a  little  worse, — all  flie  difference  will  be  that  the  latter 
will  make  them  go  the  seldomer.  He  is  not  aiming  to  be  Prime 
Hinister  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  still  less  by  Oumb[erland] 
House.  It  would  be  well  if  everybody  had  as  little  pride,  and  had 
had  as  little  ambition. 

Your  Lordship's  most  devoted, 

H.  Walfolx. 


alls.    TO  SIB  HOBAOB  UJLSS. 

BerieUf  Squate,  JM.  7, 178a. 

I  AKTiciFATED  Lord  George  Oermain's  exit  before  it  was  complete : 
nay,  it  is  not  yet,  though  imminent.  It  is  not,  I  believe,  entirely  a 
voluntary  act,  much  less  a  disgrace,  but  merely  the  efiEect  of  dis- 
agreement with  some  of  his  colleagues ;  consequently,  I  should  thinks 
would  not  produce  much  variation  of  measures,  as  Lord  G^rge 
certainly  did  not  resist  such  as  made  his  court  best.  That  he  was 
no  unwelcome  servant  is  plain,  as  he  is  to  be  a  Viscount ;  and  his 
nephew,  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  succeeds  Lord  Falmouth,  who  is  just 
d^id,  as  Captain  of  flie  Band  of  Pensioners.  Mr.  [Welbore] 
Ellis  is  to  be  Secretary  of  State  in  the  room  of  Lord  Gteorge. 

If  your  nephew  has  written  to  you  lately,  you  will  have  seen  that 
I  had  no  event  to  tell  of  any  public  notoriety.  There  have  been 
some  ineffectual  efforts  at  opposition  in  both  Houses,  and  not  very 
remarkable.  Nor  do  I  imagine  that  the  prosecution  of  Lord 
Sandwich  in  the  House  of  Commons  will  have  any  serious  termi- 
nation. Lord  Comwallis  is  arrived,  and  that  man  of  wretched^ 
fame,  Arnold.  There  was  something  of  humour  mixed  with  thej 
severity  which  the  Americans  meditated  for  him,  had  they  taken 

1  Now  fini  pablished.— CvivivaiAii. 
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him  in  his  passage,  as  they  attempted  and  were  near  doing.  They 
intended  to  cut  off  his  W^  which  had  been  wounded  in  their  senricey 
and  bury  it  with  military  nononrsy  and  then  hang  tiie  rest  of  his  person. 
I  think  he  oannot  do  better  now  than  consort  with  Q-eneral  PaolL 

There  has  been  lately  the  most  dreadfid  catastrophe  in  the  Oity 
of  which  I  ever  heard  or  read.  A  stationer's  wife,  a  very  fond 
mother,  went  up,  as  she  did  constantly,  to  see  her  children  in  bed. 
Shehadseyen,  flie  eldest  not  nine  years  old.  By  some  strange  inad« 
vertence,  she  left  a  candle  near  a  curtain  of  one  of  the  beds.  It 
caught ;  the  house  was  burnt,  and  every  one  of  the  poor  babes  I 
Lady  Molesworth's  tragedy'  was  not  so  horrid^  for  she  was  so  happy 
as  to  be  consumed  too.    These  poor  parents  are  both  aliye. 

I  think,  when  I  wrote  hsb,  I  was  confined  with  the  gout  It  has 
proved  the  slightest  fit  I  have  had  for  many  years,  was  only  in  my 
left  hand  and  elbow,  and  did  not  last  a  month ;  yet  both  my  hands 
are  terribly  afflicted  with  chalk-stones.  Howeyer,  it  is  plain  that 
my  bootikins,  regimen,  temperance  and  perseyerance  in  my  cold 
system  haye  prodigiously  lessened  my  sufferings ;  and,  if  I  liye  to  an 
hundred,  I  suppose  I  shall  be  a  yery  healthy  young  fellow.  Stilly 
I  do  not  intend  to  cut  my  coif  s-tootti  till  past  ninety.  So  &r  firom 
juvenile  airs,  I  lead  a  most  recluse  life,  and  scarcely  eyer  go  into 
any  public,  indeed  only  to  very  private  places,  except  what  I  camiot 
avoid,  the  public  nights  at  Gloucester-house,  and  fliey  are  not  verv 
numerous.  I  have  been  once  to  the  Opera  to  hear  flie  Allegranti^ 
whom  I  like,  and  who  is  almost  as  much  in  fashion  as  Yestris 
the  dancer  was  last  year:  the  applause  to  her  is  rather  greater. 
Pacchierotti  is  much  admired  too,  and  the  dancers  are  a  capital  set 
80,  you  see  we  bear  our  disgraces  with  eminent  philosophy.  Pleasure 
does  not  seem  to  know  that  there  is  any  want  of  money,  or  weight 
of  taxes.  I  have  not  heard  from  you  long.  I  expect  you  to  toll 
me  a  great  deal  of  the  Pope's  lamentations.  To  be  sure,  the 
Great-Duke  does  not  ccmipliment  him  with  a  suppression  of  your 
eamival. 

The  inquiry  on  Lord  Sandwich  died  suddenly  this  morning,  at 
tiiree  o'clock,  of  a  vote  of  approbation  of  205  to  183. 

The  Duke  de  Chartres*  is  going  to  Constantinople.  It  was  asked, 
why  P    Answer, — Pour  apjprendr^  d  Hre  grand  seigneur, 

'  Sm  toL  It.  pb  77. — CvmmioHAx. 

*  Loolt-FhilippeJoMph,  only  aoo  of  Um  Dae  d'Oriesns,  whom  he  raeoeeded  la  1 78& 
Wauou. 
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We  haTB  a  report,  tkaJk  Mmoroa  if  ftalnn :  had  the  news  anived 
a  km  hxnm  aooner,  ii  mig^i  liaTe  baen  fluown  into  the  vote  of 
qjprohatiop. 


ail4.    TO  THB  BAY.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

BerheU^  Sgrnrt,  Feb,  7, 1782. 

I  xxpacTBD  that  70a  would  at  least  acknowledge  the  reoeipt  of 
Dr.  Idles :  I  can  tell  you  that  if  you  will  not  stir  a  finger  to 
enooorage  me,  mine  grow  so  vary  helidess  that  they  will  soon  resign 
their  pen  like  more  pnissant  seooretories,  and  a  little  more  willingly. 
This  fit  of  mine  was  yeiy  shorty  not  a  whole  month — what  oare  you  P 
hot  it  has  left  such  weakness  and  so  many  chalk  eggs  that  my 
auflEsrings  are  &r  firom  eased.  The  Dean  and  Mr.  Bryant  are  not 
leceiTed  with  such  implicit  deference  as  I  oonduded  they  would 
meet  Many  pens  are  whetting.  A  Mr.  Malone  has  published 
flome  strong  criticisms  on  them,  but  unluckily  has  attempted  humour, 
which  is  not  an  antiquar/s  weapon. 

Well  I  after  a  fortoighfs  suspense  it  is  certain  that  Lord  George 
Ctermain  is  to  resign  and  to  be  a  Yiscount.  Don't  imagine  that 
ctium  cum  digmkAe  was  his  own  choice,  still  less  his  master's ;  and 
still  less  is  that  a  sacrifice  to  a  mined  nation.  No>  it  is  a  mere 
oabaly  an  effort  of  a  faction,  whose  fears  first  dictated  it.  During 
tiie  recess  ttie  Lord  Adrocato  wrote  to  Lord  North  that  he  could  not 
serve  any  longer  with  Lord  George,  and  the  letter  was  delivered  not 
unwillingly.  The  writer  hoped  to  succeed  the  proscribed.  The 
letter  was  exceedingly  ill  received,  and  Lord  George  was  much 
pressed  to  remain ;  nay,  this  day  sevennight  the  Lord  Advocate  was 
not  spoken  to.  However,  as  mighty  Emperors  must  submit  now  and 
tiien  to  their  Janissaries,  starvation  himself  is  rewarded  for  this  closet 
insurrection  with  the  place  of  Treasurer  of  the  Navy  (6000/.  per 
year)  in  the  room  of  old  Ellis,  {jrtady  for  all  posts)  who  is  made 
Secretary  of  State  for  late  America.  Dr.  Warfon  will  wish  himself 
joy,  who  in  his  new  volume  on  Pope  had  just  said  that  the  poet 
would  be  happy  if  he  knew  that  his  pleasant  Villa  is  occupied  by  a 
a  man  of  such  pirhi$,  learning,  and  taste.  I  should  think  not^  if 
one  may  judge  of  what  he  said  on  much  such  another  transfinr  of 
property,— 

And  H«liii8ley,  once  pnmd  Bvddngliain'ii  deUgal, 
Slides  to  a  ScrlTener,  or  a  City  Kniglii. 
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It  iaretj  divertiiig  to  hear  how  the  oourtiera  now  rail  at  Lica'd 
G^earge»  as  if  tibis  was  the  moment  of  his  greaitest  criminality  I — in 
short  the  treachery  and  the  rewards  hoth  to  the  traitor  and  to  the 
betrayed  are  of  a  piece,  and  constitute  no  new  sera. 

Anything  is  preferable  to  such  politics;  I  am  sore  two  good 
stories  are:  here  they  are.  Totim  night  at  Brooks's  the  con- 
yersation  toned  on  Lord  Falkland ;  Fitzpatrick  said  he  was  a  rerj 
weak  man,  and  owed  his  fame  to  Lord  Clarendon's  partiality. 
Charles  Fox  was  sitting  in  a  deep  rerene,  with  his  knife  in  his 
hand.  **  There/'  continued  Fitzpatrtck»  **  I  might  describe  Charlea 
meditating  on  his  rain  of  his  coimtry,  ingeminating  the  words 
peace  I  peace  I  and  ready  to  pkmge  the  knife  in  his  own  bosom.'' 
-^'^  Yes/'  rejoined  Hare,  in  the  same  ironic  dolorous  tone,  ^  and 
he  would  hare  done  so,  but  haj^iening  to  look  on  the  handle  of  the 
knife,  he  saw  it  was  silver,  and  put  it  in  his  pocket"  The  other  is 
an  anecdote  more  fit  to  rank  with  the  former  part  ol  my  letter.  Sir 
John  Hawkins  told  it  to  me  last  Sunday.  When  Dr.  Johnson  was 
at  work  on  his  Shakspeare,  Sir  John  said  to  him,  ^' Well !  Doctor, 
now  you  have  finished  your  '  Dictionary,'  I  suppose  you  will  labour 
your  present  work  can  amore  for  your  reputation."  "  No,  Sir,"  said 
Johnson,  '^nothing  excites  a  man  to  write  but  necessity."  This 
was  but  the  text — now  for  the  illustration.  A  clergyman  told  Sir 
John  yery  lately,  that  being  with  Johnson,  he  said  to  him,  '^  Doctor, 
you  haye  such  command  of  your  pen  you  can  do  anything :  I  wish 
you  would  write  me  a  sermon."  **  No,  Sir,"  said  the  mercenary ; 
**  I  cannot  write  but  for  money;  since  I  haye  dealt  with  the  heathens, 
(the  booksellers)  I  have  no  other  inspiration.  I  knew  they  could 
not  do  without  me,  and  I  made  them  pay  fiye  guineas  a  sheet  for 
my  *  Rasselas  ;'*  you  must  pay  me  if  I  write  for  you ; "  and  the 
fiye  guineas  per  sheet  no  doubt  was  the  price.  But  I  do  not  know 
why  he  called  the  booksellers  heathens,  unless  for  iheir  worshipping 
sudi  an  uncouth  idol  as  he  is :  yet  he  has  other  motives  than  lucre, 
--prejudice,  and  bigotry,  and  pride,  and  presumption,  and  arrogance, 
and  pedantry  are  the  hags  that  brew  his  ink,  though  wages  alone 
supply  him  with  paper. 

How  could  you  forget  to  tell  me  of  Mr.  Whitehead's  verses  on 
Nuneham ;  *  I  am  charmed  with  them.  They  are  the  best  he  ever 
wrote  except  Varidy. 

*  '  Banelii '  WM  written  in  the  eTeningi  of  one  week,  to  definy  the  ezpenae  of  his 
mother's  ftineraL  He  told  it  for  lOCt, ;  when  the  teeond  edition  appewed,  the  "  hea- 
thens "  gave  him  25/.  more. — CviririaoRAir. 

'  "On  the  late  improToment  at  Noneham,  the  seat  of  (he  Earl  of  Haroonrt, 
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They  say  you  do  not  oome  to  town  this  winter.  I  am  not 
surprised;  your  friends  here  do  not  seem  to  be  much  in  your 
thoughts  I 

I  had  not  sealed  my  letter,  so  oan  add  a  paragraph  or  two.  The 
House  of  Commons  sat  till  three  this  morning,  when  they  voted 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Navy  last  year  had  been  the  most  perfect 
imaginable ;  however,  there  were  183  dissentients  to  208  admirers. 
I  suppose  people  will  be  so  silly  as  to  expect  such  a  minority  will 
increase,  yet  I  dare  to  say  that  on  next  vote  they  will  not  be 
above  forty. 

The  Due  de  Ghartres  had  made  Madame  de  Gbniis  Ghuvemeur  d$ 
$68  JSfifans  ;  why  should  not  Madame  de  Schwellenberg  be  governor 
to  the  Prince,  and  Bishop  Hurd  wet-nurse  P  If  you  love  imperial 
logic,  pray  read  the  Ji^peror's  rescript  on  the  suppression  of 
Popery ;  it  is  a  model  of  reasoning  that  may  be  applied  to  the 
restoration  of  Popery  here,  for  it  shows  that  everything  tieni 
uniquement  de  la  voUmti  Kbre  et  arhitraire  dea  Princes  de  la  terre 
—did  you  ever  see  so  happy  an  union  as  that  of  Ubre  and 
arbUrairef* 

(Wbiteliead's  Woiln,  ill.  75).    Healio  wrote  **  InBcripUon  for  »  Tree  on  the  Temoo 
tA  Kniinhain.*'— CmnmiaHAii. 

^  «0  THB  BOV.  BO&AOI  WALfOLB. 

TaHt,  Feb.  9tk,  1782. 

At  I  lieird  from  Lord  Htreonrt  thai  your  goat  wm  going  off  I  did  not  trouble  yon 
with  my  obliging  enqniriee,  and  I  wai  much  immersed  in  the  atapendons  work 
[Killea]  which  yon  did  me  the  fkTonr  to  send  me.  I  am  become  almoat  a  bankrupt 
in  my  correapoiKienoe  with  all  my  frienda.  Howerer,  I  hope  to  repay  yon  in  fnll  by 
n  nameleaa  something  which  your  communication  of  that  wo^  haa  occasioned.  In 
which,  if  "  I  hare  flapped  the  foola  I  hare  not  left  the  knaves  in  quiet."  But  no 
more  of  this  at  present. 

I  haTe  heard  thai  a  man  of  soma  eonsequenee,  and  an  F.RS.  (If  that  be  a  thing 
of  consequence)  wlio  waa  personally  acquainted  with  Cbatterton  and  to  whom  he 
had  confessed  his  fraud,  is  about  to  publish  what  will  be  a  complete  confutation.  It 
seems  he  lay  by  till  the  Dean's  pvblieation  was  over,— cruel  rogue  whoever  he  be. 
This  aeoonnt  came  from  Nichols,  Printer  to  the  Royal  Society.  If  you  can  learn 
more  of  the  matter,  I  wish  you  would,  and  lei  me  know  it,  for  it  may  be  of  use  to  me. 

Though  my  residence  win  be  out  in  two  days,  I  shall  remain  here  some  time 
longer ;  therefore  do  not  change  your  dfreetion  till  you  hear  again  from  me.  When  I 
leare  tlds  place  I  shaU  go  to  Aston,  for  I  cannot  conveniently  oome  to  town  till  late 
in  the  spring. 

I  have  BoihlBg  moM  to  add  it  pnaent^  eieepl  thajt  I  am  meai  rfneeicly  yonrs, 

W.  llAiOiU 
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Sllfi.    TO  THX  COUNTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Berkeley  Bquan,  Feb.  9, 1782. 

Lord  Ossobt  says  fhat  your  Ladyship  oomplains  of  my  Bot 
writing ;  but  he  oould  have  told  you  that  I  have  scarce  an  inch  of 
finger  left;  one  of  those  with  which  I  am  now  writing  is  but 
recovering  of  a  new  explosion  of  chalk.  I  belieye  they  look»  in  Uttle» 
like  the  channels  of  lava  from  Yesayius.  Lideed,  when  our  Lord  is 
in  town,  you  know  it  is  my  compact  not  to  write.  He  Uyes  at 
Brooks'Sy  where  politics  are  sown,  and  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
where  tiiey  come  up.  I  go  scarce  anywhere,  see  few  people,  and  know 
nothing  of  the  new  generations  that  have  been  hatched  since  I  went 
to  roost  When  I  do  write,  if  I  had  not  a  sovereign  command  over 
my  pen,  I  should  talk  of  nothing  but  my  own  caducity,  which,  as  if 
one's  country  was  a  something  of  which  one  is  part,  keeps  pace  with 
the  body  politic,  and  loses  a  joint  or  a  faculty  every  month.  As  I 
have  not  recovered  the  use  of  my  left  hand,  so  great  Britain  is  losing 
her  right  one,  Lord  George  Germaine — ^Yet,  I  suppose,  like 
Widdrington  in  ^  Chevy  Chase,'  she  will  continue  fighting  on  upon 
her  stumps,  Lords  Stormont  and  HiUsborough ;  nay,  what  may  she 
not  recover  with  the  semblance  of  a  new  secretary,  who  has  aU  the 
activity  of  an  Aulic  counsellor,  the  circumstantial  minuteness  of  a 
churohwardea,  and  the  vigour  of  another  MethusaleuL  Even  the 
respectable  Ellis  I  what  enterprises  will  be  set  on  foot  by  this 
dashing  old  Parr  and  his  contemporary,  my  Lord  President  Jenkins  I 
Well,  I  shall  expect  to  be  seat  for,  sinoe  the  empire  is  to  be 
recovered  by  antediluvians. 

Our  Lord,  to  be  sure,  has  told  you,  Madam,  how,  in  one  day,  one 
culprit  was  whitewashed  in  one  house,  and  another  bkokened  in 
the  other.  I  do  not  approve  the  treatment  of  the  latter :  the  courtiers 
are  ready  enough  to  vilify  him,  now  he  is  fallen ;  but  the  Opposition 
never  hit  on  a  right  scent ;  like  mongrels,  they  only  worry  hunted 
game.  If  theywere  true  bull-dogs,  they  would  fasten  on  that  bloody 
caitiff,  the  Lord  Advocate  [Henry  Dundas]^  who  proposed,  m  pasasmt^ 
to  starve  five  iiiousand  fishermen  and  ilieir  £EuniIies,  as  a  preliminary, 
and  has  now  got  6000/,  a  year  for  condemiung  the  American  war, 
whidh,  I  suppose,  he  will  now  promote  again,  as  advantageous  to  his 
new  post ;  and  then  we  £eu9t  to  beg  a  blessing  on  such  wars  and  such 
war-makers!    When  Lord  North  told  Lord  Oeoi*ge  Germaine  that 
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ne  must  go  out,  he  replied^  shrewdly*  "  And  pray,  my  Lord^  why  are 
you  to  stay  P ''  undoubtedly  for  his  modesty  and  philosophy.  When 
one  of  the  subscribers  to  his  new  loan  adced  him  if  we  were  near 
peace,  he  replied,  ''  A  year  nearer  than  we  were,  and  a  year  nearer 
to  destruction.'^  I  hope  our  historians,  Sir  John  Dalrymple  and 
Hacpherson,  will  parallel  this  indifference  with  that  of  the  Bomaa 
magistrates,  who  expected  the  Gauls  in  their  curule  chairs  in  the 
forum.  Our  dictator  would  be  less  sad.  Cannot  you  figure  him« 
Madam,  in  the  midst  of  St  James's  Market,  not  in  a  ourule»  but  a 
yery  easy  chair,  with  a  drde  of  butchers  round  him,  splitting  their 
sides  with  laughing  at  his  jokes,  and  telling  them  it  was  true  he  had 
undone  them,  but  should  contiQue  a  good  customer  still,  whoever 
should  be  their  or  his  master ;  it  was  all  one  to  Punch. 


Slid.    TO  THE  BIT.  WILLIAM  COLI. 

Berkeley  Square,  FA,  14, 1782. 

I  HAVB  received  such  treasures  from  you,  dear  Sir,  through  the 
channel  of  Mr.  Nichols  [the  printer],  that  I  neither  know  how  to  ihank 
you,  nor  to  find  time  to  peruse  them  so  &st  as  I  am  impatient  to  do. 
Tou  must  complete  yoi^dness  by  letting  me  detab  them  a  few 
days,  till  I  have  gone  through  them,  when  I  will  return  them  most 
carefiiUy  by  the  same  intervention ;  and  particularly  the  curious  jaece 
of  enamel ;  for  though  you  are,  as  usual,  generous  enough  to  offer  it 
to  me,  I  have  plundered  you  too  often  already ;  and  indeed  I  have 
room  left  for  nothing  more,  nor  have  that  miserly  appetite  oi 
continuing  te  hoard  what  I  cannot  enjoy,  nor  have  much  time  left 
to  possess. 

I  have  already  looked  into  your  beautiful  illuminated  manuscript 
copied  from  Dr.  Stukeley's  letter,  and  with  Anecdotes  ot  the 
Antiquaries  of  Bennet  College ;  and  I  have  found  therein  so  many 
charming  instances  of  your  candour,  humility  and  justice,  that  I 
grieve  to  deprive  Mr.  Gough  for  a  minute  even  of  the  possession  of 
so  valuable  a  tract  I  will  not  injure  him  or  it,  by  begging  you  to 
cancel  what  relates  to  me,  as  it  would  rob  you  of  part  of  your 
defence  of  Mr.  Baker.  If  I  wish  to  have  it  detained  from  Mr. 
Gkmgh  till  the  period  affixed  in  the  first  leaf,  or  rather  to  my  death, 
which  will  probably  precede  yours,  it  is  for  this  reason  only ;  Mr. 
Gough  is  afi,  as  we  antiquaries  are,  to  be  impatient  to  tell  the  worid 
all  he  knows,  whidi  is  unluckily  much  more  than  the  world  is  at  all 
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impatietit  of  knowing.  For  what  yon  oall  your  flaming  neal,  I  do 
not  in  the  least  object  to  it  We  have  agreed  to  tolerate  each  other^ 
and  certainly  are  neither  of  ns  infallible.  I  think,  on  what  we 
differ  most  is,  your  calling  mff  opinions /oaMtmaftfe  ;  they  were  when 
we  took  them  up :  I  doubt  it  is  yours  that  are  most  in  fiashion  now, 
at  least  in  this  country.  The  Emperor  seems  to  be  of  our  pariy ; 
but,  if  I  like  his  notions^  I  do  not  admire  his  judgment,  which  is  too 
precipitate  to  be  judgment. 

I  smiled  at  Mr.  Oough's  idea  of  my  declining  his  acquaintance  as 
a  member  of  that  obnoiiauB  Society  of  Antiquaries.  It  is  their  foUy 
alone  that  is  obnoxious  to  me,  and  can  they  help  that  P  I  shallyery 
cheeifully  assist  him. 

I  am  glad  you  are  undeceiyed  about  the  oontroversial  piece  in  the 
'  Gentleman's  Magazine,'  which  I  should  have  assured  you,  as  you 
now  know,  that  it  was  not  mine.  I  declared,  in  my  *  Defence,' '  ^at 
I  would  publish  nothing  more  about  that  question.  I  have  not,  nor 
intend  it.  Neither  was  it  I  that  wrote  the  prologue  to  *  The  Count 
of  Narbonne,'  but  Mr.  Jephson  himself.  On  the  opposite  page  I 
will  add  the  receipt  for  the  diet-drink :  as  to  my  regimen,  I  shall  not 
specify  it.  Not  only  you  would  not  adopt  it,  but  I  should  tremble  to 
have  you.  In  fact,  I  never  do  prescribe  it,  as  I  am  persuaded  it 
would  kill  the  strongest  man  in  England,  who  was  not  exactiy  of  the 
same  temperament  with  me,  and  who  had  not  embraced  it  early.  It 
consists  in  temperance  to  quantity  as  to  eating — ^I  do  not  mind  the 
quality ;  but  I  am  persuaded  that  great  abstinence  with  the  gout  is 
dangerous ;  for,  if  one  does  not  take  nutriment  enough,  there  cannot 
be  strength  sufficient  to  fling  out  the  gout,  and  then  it  deviates  to 
palsies.  But  my  great  nostrum  is  the  use  of  cold  water,  inwardly 
and  outwardly,  on  aU  occasions,  and  total  disregard  of  precaution 
against  catching  cold.  A  hat  you  know  I  never  wear,  my  breast  I 
never  button,  nor  wear  great-coats,  &c.  I  have  often  had  the  gout 
m  my  fSsuse  (as  last  week)  and  eyes,  and  instantiy  dip  my  head  in  a 
pail  of  cold  water,  which  always  cures  it,  and  does  not  send  it  any- 
where else.    All  this  I  dare  do,  because  I  have  so  for  these  forty 

1  Hannah  More,  in  a  letter  to  Mn.  Boecawen,  says,  "  Many  thanks  for  Mr. 
Walpole's  senaihle,  temperate,  and  humane  pamphlet  I  am  not  quite  a  convert  yet 
to  his  side  of  the  Ghattortonian  oontroverqr*  though  this  elegant  writer,  and  all  the 
antiquaries  and  critics  in  the  world  are  against  me ;  but  I  like  much  the  candid 
regret  he  ererywhere  discorers  at  not  havhig  fostered  this  unfortunate  lad,  whose 
profligate  manners,  howerw,  I  too  mudi  fear,  would  not  have  done  credit  to  any 
patronage.  Mrs.  Qaniok  read  it^  and  was  more  interested  than  I  hare  seen  her.**-* 
Wuaat. 
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yetiSy  weak  as  I  look ;  but  IfQo  would  not  have  fired  a  week  if  he 
bad  played  soeh  pranks.  My  diet-drink  is  not  all  of  so  Quixote  a 
disposition ;  any  of  the  &culty  will  tell  yon  how  innocent  it  is,  at 
least  In  a  £bw  days,  for  I  am  a  rapid  reader  when  I  like  my  matter, 
I  will  return  all  your  papers  and  letters;  and  in  the  mean  time  thank 
yon  most  sincerely  for  ^  nse  of  iheuL 

PJ3.  My  old  friend,  and  yoor  acquaintance,  Mr.  Dodd,*  died  last 
Satorday — not  of  cold  water.  He  andl  were  bom  on  the  yery  same 
day»  bat  took  to  diflGerent  elements.  I  doubt  he  had  hurt  his  fortune 
as  wdlasheeliL 


HIT.    TO  THE  REV.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

IMM^  Bqman^  Kb,  14, 1781 

TouB  letter  and  mine  must  have  passed  each  other  incog ;  for  we 
wrote  at  the  same  time,  but  mine  was  directed  to  Aston  where  I 
thought  yon.  It  hiay  wait,  for  there  was  nothing  in  it  that  called 
for  dispatch  or  answer.  Yours  was  more  welcome,  for  it  promised 
your  coming,  though  not  speedily,  and  a  good  effect  from  Dr.  Milles. 
I  had  a  good  pretence  for  sending  for  Mr.  Nichols  himself,  as  he  is 
to  bring  me  a  parcel  from  Mr.  Cole,  and  he  has  promised  to  come 
with  it  himself.  I  had  instructed  Eirgate  to  sift  him,  but  he  only 
replied  in  general  that  answers  are  expected  from  Mr.  Warton, 
Mr.  StecTens,  and  others.  I  shall  keep  this  back  till  I  haye 
seen  him. 

I  want  you  to  send  me  a  correct  copy  of  your  replicatory  *  Ode  to 
the  Dnchess  of  Deyonshire.'  I  have  at  last,  after  some  years  of 
solicitation,  prevailed  on  Lady  Harcourfs  modesty  to  allow  me  to 
print  a  small  number  of  copies  of  some  of  her  poems.  As  this  is  to 
be  a  &YOurite  Impression,  and  would  of  itself  be  too  slender,  and  yet 
is  not  to  be  profaned  with  miscellaneous  indifferents,  I  shall  add 
Mr.  Whitehead's  '  Nuneham,'  and  (to  introduce  your  *  Ode ')  the 
Duchess^  if  the  Duke  will  consent.  She  does,  but  he  hesitates.  I 
have  always  wished  that  Strawberry  should  be  honoured  by  something 
of  yoturs,  and  here  it  will  be  with  good  company  and  friends.  I 
might  haye  been  dignified  by  reprinting  Lord  Hardwicke's  ponderous 

I  Jolm  Dodd,  Biq..  of  SwftUowteld,  LMutomuit^oloMl  of  the  Btflu  MiltiiA»  and 
M.P.  for  Beading,  who  died  on  Saturday,  9th  Feb.,  1782.— Cuvvuioiiam. 
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/olmne  of  Bir  Dadlejr  Oarlebm,  a  fimrar  the  mimr  oBotei  ma 
to  save  himself  the  expense,  but  I  was  faratal  enough  to  refose  it. 

Lord  Cannarthen  has  not  oaptivated  the  good  will  of  the  worid  hf 
his  late  attack  on  the  new  Peer.  It  was  ill-timed ;  nor  was  tlial 
Temple  of  Honour  and  Yirtae  so  impollated  as  to  be  HaUe  to 
contamination :  one  thing  the  Insult  proved,  flie  sennlitj  ot  tiie 
whole  military  profession  who  had  not  been  so  sqneamish. 

I  forgot  to  tdl  yon  what  perhaps  you  hadnot  heard.  Washington 
is  remarkably  silent  and  serious,  and  ^niien  he  banquetted  his 
prisoner  Lord  Comwallis,  spoke  Utile,  never  smikd^  but  happening 
to  ask  if  it  was  true  that  Lord  Dunmore  was  returning  to  resume  hie 
government  of  Virginia,  and  being  answered  in  the  affirmatiTe,  the 
hero  burst  out  into  a  fit  of  laughter.  This  was  the  Philosopher 
laughing  at  the  Ass  that  has  left  mumbling  tlMk$  fiir  dover  that  is 
out  of  his  reach. 

I  dined  on  Monday  with  the  Haroourts  at  Mrs.  Montagu's  new 
palace,*  and  was  much  surprised.  Instead  of  vagarieSi  it  is  a  noble 
simple  edifice.  When  I  came  home,  I  recollected  that  though  I  had 
thought  it  so  magnificent  a  house,  there  was  not  a  morsel  of  gilding 
It  is  grand,  not  tawdry,  nor  larded  and  embroidered  andpomponned 
with  shreds  and  remnants,  and  clinquant  like  all  the  Harlequinadee 
of  Adam,  which  never  let  the  eye  repose  a  .moment 

From  architecture  it  is  natural  for  me  to  slide  to  Anecdatei  of 
Painting.  There  is  a  new  genius,  one  Opy  [Qpi^],  a  Cornish  lad  of 
nineteen,  who  has  taught  himself  to  colour  in  a  strong,  bold,  masterly 
style,  by  studying  nature,  and  painting  from  beggars  and  poor 
children.  He  has  done  a  head  of  Mrs.  Delany  for  the  King' — aui 
vraimentp  it  is  pronounced  like  Rembrandt^  but  as  I  told  her,  it  does 
not  look  older  than  she  is,  but  older  than  she  does. 

My  nert  anecdote  is  only  to  introduce  a  bon  mot  A  man,  I  forget 
his  name,  has  made  a  drawing,  which  he  says  is  for  a  companion  to 
Copley's  *  Death  of  Lord  Chatham.'  As  the  latter  exhibits  all  the 
great  Men  of  Britain,  this  is  to  record  the  Beauties :  but  what  do 
you  think  is  the  sulject  he  has  pitched  upon  P  the  Daughter  qf 
Pharaoh  saving  Moses.  The  Princess  Koyal  is  the  Egyptian  Infanta^ 
accompanied  by  the  Duchesses  of  Gloucester,  Cumberland,  Devon- 
shire, Rutland,  Lady  Duncannon,  &c.,  not  all  Beauties.  Well,  this 
Bketch  is  to  be  seen  over  against  Brooks's.    (Jeoige  Selwyn  says  he 

*  In  Portman  Square.— OvirvnroHAif. 

*  This  oonfirms  Mn.  Jameion*!  ocN^eetere  thai  ilie  portraU  of  Mfi.  IManj 
(Nt>.  686)  at  Hampton  Court  ia  by  Opia.— CranvoHAK. 
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oonld  reooBunand  a  better  oonrpanion  for  this  pieoe^  whibh  ahoiild  be 
ike  San9  of  Phatraok  (fiuro)  at  the  opposite  luraee. 

Mr.  Nidiols  has  been  with  me,  and  told  me  that  a  person  whom 
he  did  not  name,  is  known  to  have  furnished  some  material  parch- 
ment to  Ghatterton,  which  will  be  disclosed  in  Mr.  Warton's  Answer 
to  Bryant  and  Milles.  I  did  not  care  to  be  more  particularly 
inquisitiye,  lest  Nichols  should  haye  suspected  that  I  wanted  to 
anticipate  this  disoorery  myself  but  as  Mr.  Warton  is  to  publish 
soon,  I  will  give  you  the  earliest  notice  of  what  he  shall  produce. 

You  have  flattered  me  I  doubt  with  false  hopes  of  your  coming  in 
the  springy  for  Lord  Haroourt  says  you  told  him  in  the  same  breath 
that  you  should  not  come.  I  am  pleased  at  least  that  you  know  I 
am  so  interested  in  your  coming,  that  you  think  it  necessary  to 
deceiye  me.  You  used  to  say  that  the  Lord  of  Aston  made  you 
dislike  London^  does  its  present  Lord  make  you  prefer  Aston? 

The  Bishop  of  Bristol  [Bagot]  is  dead.  We  shall  know  who 
preached  the  most  fulsome  sermon  on  the  late  Fast  by  the  nomination 
of  the  successor.*  Our  High  Priests  do  not  abstain  from  fleshi  but 
in  the  true  Mosaic  spirit  recommend  kUing  out  blood. 

Adieu  I  I  hate  you  absent,  but  I  will  love  you  again  prodigiously 
if  you  will  come. 

S11&    TO  THB  filY.  WILLIAM  OOLIL 

I  WAS  80  impatient  to  peruse  aU  the  literary  stores  you  sent  me, 
dear  Sir,  that  I  stayed  at  home  on  purpose  to  give  up  a  whole 
evening  to  them.  I  have  gone  through  all ;  yomr  own  manuscript, 
which  I  envy  Mr.  Gtough,  his  specimen,  and  the  four  letters  to  you 
from  the  latter  and  Mr.  Steeyens.  I  am  glad  tiiey  were  both 
satisfied  with  my  reception.  In  truih,  you  know  I  am  neither  formal 
nor  austere,  nor  have'any  grave  avJon  to  oar  antiqnaries.  4ou0. 
I  do  now  and  then  diyert  myself  with  iheir  solemnity  about  arrant 
trifles ;  yet  perhaps  we  owe  much  to  their  thinking  those  trifles  of 
importance,  or  the  Lord  knows  how  they  woidd  have  patience  to 
inyestigate  them  so  indefatigably.  Mr.  Steeyens  seemed  pleasant, 
but  I  doubt  I  shall  never  be  demure  enough  to  conciliate  Mr.  GK>ugh« 
Then  I  have  a  wicked  quality  in  an  antiquary,  nay,  one  that 

^  Bagot*!  nooeMor  was  Ckriiloplier   WUson,  PMbandaiy  of  WartmiaiUi; — 
CmomiOBAiL 
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annihilates  iiha  essenoe :  that  is,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  a  haUt  of 
minute  accuracy  about  Tory  indifferent  points.  I  do  not  doubt  but 
there  is  a  swarm  of  diminutiye  inaccuracies  in  my  *  Anecdotes ' — 
well  I  if  there  is,  I  bequeath  free  leave  of  correction  to  iiie  microscopic 
intellects  of  my  continuators.  I  took  dates  and  h/ctts  from  the 
sedulous  and  &ithfiil  Yertue,  and  piqued  mysdf  on  little  but  on 
giving  an  idea  of  the  spirit  of  the  times  with  regard  to  the  arts  at 
the  different  periods. 

The  specimen  you  present  me  of  Mr.  GK)ugh's  detail  of  our  monu- 
ments is  very  differently  treated,  proves  vast  industry,  and  shows 
most  circumstantial  fidelity.  It  extends,  too,  much  fi&rther  than  I 
expected ;  for  it  seems  to  embrace  the  whole  mass  of  oxir  monuments, 
nay,  of  some  that  are  vanished.  It  is  not  what  I  thought,  an 
intention  of  representing  our  modes  of  dress,  from  figures  on  monu- 
ments, but  rather  a  history  of  our  tombs.  It  is  fortunate,  though  }m 
may  not  think  so,  that  so  many  of  the  more  ancient  are  destroyed, 
since  for  three  or  four  centuries  they  were  clumsy,  rude,  and  ugly. 
I  know  I  am  but  a  fragment  of  an  antiquary,  for  I  abhor  all  Saxon 
doings,  and  whatever  did  not  exhibit  some  taste,  grace,  or  degance, 
and  some  ability  in  the  artists.  Nay,  if  I  may  ^y  so  to  you,  I  do 
not  care  a  straw  for  archbishops,  bishops,  mitred  abboti^  and  cross- 
legged  knights.  When  you  have  one  of  a  sorti  you  have  seen  alL 
However,  to  so  superficial  a  student  in  antiquity  as  I  am,  Mr.  Gbngh's 
work  is  not  unentertaining.  It  has  frequently  anecdotes  and  cireum- 
stances  of  kings,  queens,  and  historic  personages,  that  interest  me ; 
though  I  care  not  a  straw  about  a  series  of  bishops  who  had  only 
Christian  names,  or  were  removed  from  one  old  church  to  a  newer. 
Still  I  shall  assist  Mr.  Oough  with  whatever  he  wants  in  my 
possession.  I  believe  he  is  a  very  worthy  man,  and  I  should  be  a 
churl  not  to  oblige  any  man  who  is  so  innocently  employed.  I  have 
felt  the  selfish,  the  proud  avarice  of  iliose  who  hoard  literary 
curiosities  for  themselves  alone,  as  other  misers  do  money. 

I  observed  in  your  account  of  the  Count-Bishop  Hervey,  that  you 
call  one  of  his  dedicators  Martin  Sherlock,  Esquire.  That  Mr.  I^er- 
lock  is  an  Irish  cleigyman;  lam  acquainted  with  him.  He  is  a  very 
amiable  good-natured  man,  and  wants  judgment,  not  parts.  He  is  a 
little  damaged  by  aiming  at  Sterne's  capricious  pertness,  which  the 
original  wore  out ;  and  which,  having  been  admired  and  cried  up  to 
the  skies  by  foreign  writers  of  reviews,  was,  on  the  contrary,  too 
severely  treated  by  our  own.  That  injustice  shocked  Mr.  Shcriock, 
who  has  a  good  heart  and  much  simplicity^  and  sent  him  in  dudgeon 


Itm  ID  tes  UV.  MB.  MASON.  m 

krt  year  to  Iidbad,  deiennined  to  write  no  m^  yet  I  am  penoaded 
he  will*  80  strong  ie  his  piopeoflity  to  being  an  author ;  and  lif  he  doei^ 
oorrectum  may  make  hun  more  attentive  to  what  he  says  and  writes. 
He  has  no  gall ;  on  the  contrary,  too  much  beneyolenoe  in  his  indis- 
criminate praise ;  but  he  has  made  many  ingenious  oritioisms.  He 
is  a  jnsty  a  dne  enthusiast  to  Shakspeare :  but,  alas  I  he  soaroe  likes 
ILichardson  less. 

ail9.    TO  THB  BIT.  WILLIAM  MA80N.> 

tirsaq 

I  HAYS  been  readinganew  French  translation  of  the  elder  Pliny/ 
of  whom  I  never  read  bat  scraps  before ;  because,  in  the  poetical 
manner  in  whidi  we  learn  Latin  at  Eton,  we  never  become  acquainted 
with  the  names  of  the  commonest  tilings,  too  undignified  to  be  admitted 
into  verse;  and,  tiierefore,  I  never  had  patience  to  search  in  a 
dictionary  for  the  meaning  of  every  substantive.  I  find  I  shall  not 
have  a  great  deal  less  trouble  with  tiie  translation,  as  I  am  not  more 
familiar  with  their  common  drogue*  than  with  the  Latin.  However, 
tiie  beginning  goes  off  very  glibly,  as  I  am  not  yet  arrived  below  the 
{dbnets :  but  do  you  know  that  this  study,  of  which  I  have  never 
thought  since  I  learnt  astronomy  at  Cambridge,  has  furnished  me 
witii  some  very  entertaining  ideas  I  I  have  long  been  weary  of  the 
common  jargon  of  poetry.  You  bards  have  exhausted  all  the  nature 
we  are  acquainted  witii ;  you  have  treated  us  with  the  sun,  moon, 
and  stars,  the  earth  and  the  ocean,  mountains  and  valleys,  &c  &c, 
under  every  possible  aspect  Li  short,  I  have  longed  for  soma 
American  poetry,  in  which  I  might  find  new  appearances  of  nature, 
and  consequentiy  of  art 

But  my  present  excursion  into  tiie  sky  has  afforded  me  more 
entertaining  prospects,  and  newer  phenomena.  If  I  was  as  good 
a  poet  as  you  are,  I  would  immediately  compose  an  idyl,  or  an 
el^y,  the  scene  of  whidi  should  be  laid  in  Saturn  or  Jupiter; 
and  tiien,  instead  of  a  niggardly  soliloquy  by  the  Ught  of  a  single 
moon,  I  would  describe  a  night  illuminated  by  four  or  five  moons 
at  least,  and  they  should  be  all  in  a  peipendicular  or  horizontal 
line,  according  as  Celiacs  eyes  (who  probably  in  that  country  has  at 
least  two  pair)  are  disposed  in  longitude  or  latitude.  Ton  must  allow 
that  this  system  would  diversify  poetry  amazingly. — ^And  then  Saturn's 

'  From  Wftlpole't  Woilu,  toL  t^  p.  658.— CvmnvaHAM. 
*  By  PoiaaiiMi  deSivry,  In  iwelre  tola.  qiiftr(o.--Wu«H«. 


belt  I  which  (be  tranfilator  BSyB  in  hia  noteB,  is  not  round  tbe  jdanet^s 
WBisty  like  the  diingleB ;  bat  is  a  g^obe  of  erystal  tiiat  enflloses  the 
whole  orb,  as  you  may  have  seen  an  enaiMUed  watoh  in  a  oase  of 
g^ass.  If  you  do  not  peroeive  what  infinitely  pretty  things  may  be 
said,  either  in  poetry  or  romanoe,  on  a  brittle  heaven  of  oryBtal,  and 
what  furbelowed  rainbows  ihey  must  have  in  that  oonntry,  yon  are 
neither  the  Ovid  nor  natural  philosopher  I  take  you  for. 

Pray  send  me  an  edogue  directly  upon  this  plan ;  and  I  giye  you 
leave  to  adopt  my  idea  of  Satomian  Gdias  having  tiieir  everjrthing 
quadrupled — which  would  form  a  much  more  entertaining  rhapsody 
than  Swift's  thought  of  magnifying  or  diTninishing  tiie  i^iecies  in 
his  '  Chdliver.'  How  much  more  execution  a  fine  woman  would  do 
with  two  pair  al piercers  I  or  four!  and  how  mudi  Icmger  the  honey« 
moon  would  last,  if  both  the  sexes  have  (as  no  doubt  they  have)  four 
times  the  passions,  and  four  times  the  means  of  gratifying  them  I 

I  have  opened  new  worlds  to  you. — ^Tou  must  be  four  times  the 
poet  you  axe,  and  then  you  will  be  above  Milton,  and  equal  to 
Shakqpeare,  the  only  two  mortals  I  am  acquainted  with  who  ven- 
tured beyond  the  viable  diurnal  sphere,  and  preserved  their  intel- 
lects. Bryden  himself  would  have  talked  nonsoise,  and,  I  fear, 
indecency,  on  my  plan ;  but  you  are  too  good  a  divine,  I  am  aure^ 
to  treat  my  quadruple  love  but  platonically.  In  Satanic  notwitb- 
standing  their  g^ass-case,  they  are  supposed  to  be  veiy  cold ;  but 
platcnio  love  of  itself  produces  frigid  conceitB  enough,  and  you  need 
not  augment  the  dose. — ^But  I  will  not  dictate.  The  subject  is  new ; 
and  you,  ^o  have  so  much  imagination,  will  shoot  far  beyond  me. 
FonteneUe  would  have  made  something  of  the  idea,  even  in  prose ; 
but  Algarotti  would  dishearten  anybody  from  attempting  to  meddle 
with  the  system  of  the  universe  a  second  time  in  a  genteel  dialogue.' 
Good  ni^t  I  I  am  going  to  bed.-*Mercy  on  me  I  if  I  should  dream 
of  Oelia  with  four  times  the  usual  attractions  I 


2120.    TO  THS  REV.  WILLIAM  OOLB. 

FA.  2%  1782. 

I  D0T7BT  you  axe  again  in  error,  my  good  Sir,  about  the  letter  in 
the  'Gentlnnan's  Magazine'  against  the  Bowleians,  unless  Mr. 

A  tnntUtion  of  Oooni  Algurotti't  *  Kewtoniaiiinno  per  le  Dune,'  bj  Mn. 
BioOieth  Carter,  under  the  title  of  '  Sir  Imuu:  Newton's  PliiloMphy  explained  for  tba 
Tae  of  the  Udiee  j  in  iiz  Dialogiiee  of  Light  and  Oolonra,*  appeaiwl  in  17S8l.«» 
Wsioai. 
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MikM  mit  it  to  yot;  ht  he  is  the  aoiitor,  and  not  Mr.  Stee^^ws, 
from  whom  I  iiAagiBe  you  reo^ved  it'  There  is  a  report  (hat  some 
part  of  Chatterton^B  forge^  is  to  be  produced  by  an  aooomplioe ;  bat 
tihis  I  do  not  Answer  for^  nxxt  know  the  oiroomstances.  I  haye 
soaree  seen  a  person  who  is  not  penmaded  that  IkefMkian  of  the 
poems  Was  CSiatterton's  own^  though  he  might  have  found  some  did 
staff  to  work  upon,  whioh  Tory  likely  was  the  case ;  bat  now  ihal 
the  poems  have  been  so  maoh  examined,  nobody  (that  has  an  ear) 
can  get  over  tke  modernity  of  the  modnlations,  and  (he  recent  cast 
of  (he  ideas  and  phraseology^  corroborated  by  saeh  palpable  jnllage 
ef  Pope  aAd  Dryden.  Btill  (he  boy  remains  a  prodxgyy  by  whater^r 
means  he  jmoored  or  prodaced  the  edifioe  erected :  and  still  it  will 
be  fonnd  inexplicable  how  he  fcond  time  or  materials  for  operating 
iooh  miracles. 

You  are  in  ano(her  error  aboot  Sir  Harry  Bnglefleld,  who  cannot 
be  going  to  marry  a  daaght^  of  Lord  Oadogan,  unless  he  has  a 
natural  onCi  of  whom  I  never  heiUrd.  Lord  Gadogan  has  no 
daughter  by  his  first  wife^  and  his  eldest  girl  by  my  niece '  is  not 
five  years  old.  The  act  of  the  Emperor  to  which  I  alluded,  is 
the  general  destruction  of  convents  in  Flanders,  and,  I  suppose,  in 
his  Gtorman  dominions  too.  The  Pope  suppressed  the  carnival,  as 
meoming,  and  proposes  a  journey  to  Vienna  to  implore  meit^. 
This  is  a  UtUe  d^erent  from  the  time  when  the  pontifiGs  trampled  on 
the  necks  of  emperors,  dnd  called  it  trampling  siip^r  AagHdem  0$ 
Drammmn,  I  hope  you  have  received  your  cargo  back  undamaged. 
I  was  mueh  obliged-to  you,  and  am  yours  ever. 


ftSH.    TO  THE  tlBT.  WILLIAM  MASOlfr. 

FA.  28, 1781 

Thb  pcfwet  of  the  Orown  has  increased,  is  increasing,  and  ought 
to  be  diminished :  very  true,  and  it  is  dimimshed,  a  good  deal 
indeed,  if  it  valued  the  extont  to  which  its  rays  used  to  extend. 
Well,  bat  it  does  not  dart  its  influence  so  hotly  when  on  that  spot 
that  wtai  wont  to  reflect  its  beams  with  so  lit(ie  refraotioiL    Lord 


'  It  wii  alUrwvdf  poblialMd  uigmnMj,  nndar  the  title  of  '  Gnnoiy  ObeerffttioiM 
•B  the  poeme  atlribated  to  Thomas  Bowley,  a  prieit  of  the  ftfteenth  eentniy.*— 
WiieHT. 

*  Umrj,  dMighter  of  Charlee  Churchill,  Eaq.,  by  Lady  Maiy,  dani^ter  of  Sir  Robert 
Wftlpole. — Wmi^B«. 

TOU    YUI.  X 


IM  HORACB  WALPOLTO  LETTBB&  [1791 

Sandwioh  esoaped  on  Wediiesday  but  hj  a  plurality  of  nineteen,  and 
last  night  the  American  War  survived  bat  by  one  vote,  idiioih  will 
not  save  its  life,  for  even  the  vigorous  and  enterprising  yonng  Ellis 
will  not  dare  to  cross  the  Rubicon,  when  he  has  but  one  mian  more 
in  his  army  than  is  on  the  opposite  shore. 

These  points  premised,  I  have  a  very  imperfect  guess  at  what 
will  ensue.  I  expect  no  real  good,  much  confusion,  no  doubt. 
Sandwich,  perhaps,  will  decamp.  I  should  not  wonder  if  Lcntl 
North  should  for  the  first  time  think  seriously  of  retiring.  Bigby 
and  the  Lord  Advocate,  I  am  sure,  think  of  staying,  for  they  last 
night  declared  themselyes  camverted,  undoubtedly  if  the  Minority  is 
likely  to  be  converted  into  a  Majority,  besides  Ihe  Lord  Advocate, 
who  is  stickling  to  be  Treasurer  of  the  Chambers  for  life,  if  he 
should  quit  his  profession  to  be  Treasurer  of  the  Navy  too,  had  not 
completed  his  bargain.  When  scales  are  very  even,  a  grain  will  turn 
them ;  a  dram  of  reason  will  produce  conviction,  when  a  pound  of 
arguments  had  had  no  weight.* 

If  I  wrote  for  an  hour,  I  could  furnish  you  with  nothing  more 
than  conjectures,  which  would  be  very  vague.  You  had  better  come 
yourself  and  look  at  the  hurricane,  whidi  will  not  end  in  a  moment; 
yet  it  may.  I  have  no  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  the  Generals  who 
have  gained  ground ;  nay,  though  they  have  learned  to  fight,  they 
know  not  how  to  improve  their  advantages,  and  if  they  should,  they 
will  quarrel  about  the  spoiL  However,  I  am  dear  that  it  is  the 
present  calamitous  situation,  though  it  seemed  to  have  made  so 
little  impression,  that  produced  the  present  crisis,  aided,  indeed,  by 
the  treachery  of  some  of  the  Court,  and  by  the  wretched  tools  ii 
employed.  Therefore,  though  the  Opposition  should  lose  the  moment^ 
or  the  Court  have  address  to  divide  them,  the  moment  will  return 
again,  not  of  restoring  the  constitution  (pray  have  patience,  and  don't 
tlunk  again  of  improving  it,  which  would  only  confound  us  more), 
but  of  opportunitiyes  of  checking  more  mischief    That  is  the  most 


'  VO  *HB  HO*.  ROEiOa  WALPOL& 

ToHt,  FA,  S4, 1782. 

I  im  the '  Ode '  m  70a  deeiie  it^  yet  I  mnet  own  tliai  lomehow  or  other  I  do  not 
feel  about  it  m  periiape  I  onght^  when  yon  meen  to  do  it  10  mnoh  honour.  The 
pUin  tmth  ii  I  writ  it  for  her  Orace's  ear  end  for  that  only,  and  aa  I  think  the  Doke 
is  perfeetly  right  in  hedtating,  10  I  on  my  part  would  wiah  to  heiitate  if  I  eould.  I 
▼erily  believe  certain  of  the  house  of  CaTondish  thought  it  impertinent  in  me  that 
I  presumed  to  address  her,  and  I  hare  often  been  sorry  that  I  did,  as  matten  stand. 
I  really  think  thai  the  Duke's  fiat  should  be  had  for  the  publication  of  my  answer, 
as  well  as  that  '  Ode '  whieh  ooeaaioned  it    And  thus  baring  honestly  told  you  my 


itn)  TO  THB  oouvnflB  Of  oaaoBT.  les 

I  expedf  bat  it  is  impoflBihle  to  crowd  into  a  letter  snoli  an 
inundation  of  ideas  as  piesent  themselyes.  I  see  comfort  in  some 
light — solid  hopes  in  none.  I  do  see  new  Tnischiefe  at  hand  that 
haye  not  yet  disclosed  themsdyesy  and  which  I  donbt  will  destroy 
us  at  home  without  the  necessary  consequences  from  all  we  haye 
los^  and  from  the  sitoation  of  onr  monied  affiurs ;  but  this  is  a  topic 
I  shall  not  broach  on  paper.  Adieu  I  I  haye  not  time  to  add  a 
a  w(»d. 


S12S.    TO  THX  COUKTBSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

I  vsyBB  remonstrate.  Madam,  against  the  behests  of  Dame 
Prudence,  though  a  lady  I  neyer  got  acquainted  with  till  near  my 
grand  climacteric.  I  approye  of  your  giying  no  handle  to  suspicions ; 
but,  is  it  necessaiy  to  banish  youiself  P  Must  you  be  able  to  proye 
an  alibi  P  And  may  not  your  staying  in  the  country  be  surmised 
as  calculated  for  seeing  your  son  moro  secretly  P  It  ayails  nothing 
to  cure  a  jealous  mind  of  one  object  of  distrust — ^you  do  not  cure  it 
Off  jealousy.    I  shall  certainly  not  open  my  lips  on  one  of  your 

Blind,  I  leave  70a  to  act  m  70a  tldak  proper ;  adding  only,  tliat  I  hitherto  have  kept 
the  'Ode '  10  much  a  eecret,  that  I  nerer  told  either  Lord  or  Lady  Haroonrt  a  qrUable 
abont  the  matter.  I  think  as  highly  of  Mr.  Whitehead'a  Tenet  aa  yon  do^  and  I 
wonder  that  I  forgot  to  mention  them. 

I  ihonld  anspect  that  if  ererything  answers  according  to  the  sdieme  laid,  yon  will 
In  abont  three  weeks  from  the  date  of  this  reoeiTe  a  most  wonderflil  prodncUon, 
entitled  'An  Ardiaeological  Bpistle'  to  a  certain  Editor;  bat  suspend  all  cariosity  * 
and  forbear  e?en  to  hint  a  syllable  of  erpectation  to  yoor  dearest  friends ;  profband 
WKnej  ia  on  this  more  neeessary  than  OTer,  and  there  la  so  mneh  diflenlty  in 
managing  the  matter  that  perhaps  itmay  be  still4Mm  or  mnoh  mangiisd  in  its  birth. 
Howerer,  the  best  precantions  are  and  will  be  taken  aboat  it. 

I  haTe  with  great  labour  and  pain  at  last  completed  my  Anthem  Book  for  the  nse 
ef  the  Chnzeh  of  T<nk,  to  which  I  haye  ptefized  a  short  Bssay  on  Cathedial  linsic, 
at  which  yoor  friend  Sir  John  Hawkins  will  be  hugely  ofTended,  and  I  should  not 
wonder  if  it  prodaoed  a  controYersy.  The  book  itself  wiU  not  be  worth  sending  you, 
bnl  I  wiU  eontrife  when  the  sheets  are  dry  to  send  yon  the  Bssay.  I  giro  the 
trnprsMJon  to  our  libiary  here,  so  it  wiU  only  be  sold  on  Uie  spot. 

I  have  bj  no  means  told  yon  and  Lord  Haroonrt  two  different  stories  about  my 
iOBtheni  eq>edition.  I  mean  to  take  London,  Ac  in  my  way  to  Nuneham,  and  this 
abont  the  eommenoement  of  summer,  which  1  caU  June,  but  this  plan  ia  not  like  the 
law  of  the  liedes  and  Persians  whidi  altereth  not.  I  nu^  perhaps  come  to  town 
mmeh  sooner.  I  don't  like  George  Selwyn's  pan  about  Faro  at  all.  I  made  a  better 
mysdf  lately,  and  I  wiU  be  Judged  by  Lord  Haroonrt  When  the  M.  de  Bouillie  had 
lotaken  St  Bnstati%  I  said,  ah»  1  I  haTO  liTed  to  see  the  day  when  French 
Bouillie  is  better  than  English  roast  beet  Spell  the  words  right  before  you  tell  it, 
fte.    Adio. 

I  mean  to  go  to  Aston  about  a  week  fh>m  the  date  of  thii»  my  address  then  is  near 
Wonop,  Notts.  W.  ILisOM. 


164  HORAOB  WALPOLVB  LffTTSBS.  (llttL 

hdyBiiip'A  motlteB  and  ttie&mfes ;  bui  m  t6  yotisr  flz&ig  a  iifte  fer 
ooming,  and  though  Lord  Oasoiy  says  it  will  be  next  week,  I  faafe 
little  MSk ;  nor  shall  eipeotjroa  before  tiie  Ghreek  Oalends»  a  eertain 
time  of  a  mtotii  in  Whidi  the  Athenian  ladiesi  who  neyer  kept  their 
words,  used  to  come  to  town. 

This  was  all  I  had  to  say^  for  Cfot  lord  will  write  to  you  himself 
no  donbt,  from  the  field  of  battle.  Perhaps  I  ought  %b  oongratn- 
late  you  on  his  being  almost  yictorions ;  at  least,  it  was  a  drawn 
battle,  when  the  enemy  had  a  majority  but  of  one.  I  confess  I 
expected  the  O^^osition  would  have  lost  ground,  as  I  thought  Lord 
Sandwich  more  unpopular  than  the  war,  and  that  tlie  dieserters,  as 
usual,  of  late,  would  make  their  peace  by  returning  to  their  colours ; 
but  it  seems  I  little  understand  how  interest  operates  on  men.  It 
appears  that  it  acts  again  as  it  used  to  do  formerly,  and  conducts  its 
mercenaries  to  the  increasing  side :  still  it  is  my  opinion,  though 
I  do  not  boast  of  my  penetration,  that  the  present  fiuse  of  affairs  will 
produce  nothing  but  new  conftision.  Though  the  Court  should  take 
panic,  or  be  actually  beaten,  it  will  recover  its  ground.  The 
Opposition  will  not  agree,  and  one  little  faction  or  other  will  grow,  or 
pretend  to  grow,  more  en^'aged  at  its  competitors,  than  at  the  enemy, 
and  will  accept  the  places  against  their  late  Mends,  which  they 
cani»it  obtain  by  the  acquiescence  of  .those  friends. 

This,  I  imagine,  will  be  the  case,  if  it  comes  to  a  treaty ;  but 
should  an  alteration  and  a  new  administration  take  place,  what  can 
they  do,  ruined  as  the  country  is  P — ^No ;  I  shall  tremble  for  them^ 
not  rejoice;  especially  as  their  old  antagonists  turned  into  an 
oppositioni  will  be  very  different  opponents,  and  not  conscientious 
and  moderate  as  they  have  been.  I  foresee  much  more  tiiat  I  will 
not  express ;  ner  will  I  say  more,  when  it  would  only  be  conjecturii^. 
I  have  no  opinion  of  my  own  sagacity ;  and  what  signifies  my 
guessing  what  is  to  happen,  when  I  shall  probably  see  so  Uttle  of 
the  crowd  of  eveiits  tiiat  are  coming  on  F  I  shall  leave  my  country 
afloat,  struggling  for  existence,  and  then  in  quest  of  a  new  constitu- 
tion, for  I  do  not  see  a  shadow  of  j»*obabiliiy  of  the  old  beiiig 
restored.  To  that  my  attachment  was,  and  I  care  little  indeed 
about  €ULy  other  that  will  not  resemble  it  Perhaps  this  is  not  the 
language  of  a  man  rejoicing  in  the  success  of  his  friends ;  hvA  placet 
for  them  was  never  what  I  was  solicitous  about.  On  one  point  I  do 
heartily  rejoice — ^the  pursuit  of  the  American  war  must  stop ;  ay* 
and  for  a  while  at  least,  despotism  must  pause ;  and  though  it  may 
be  England's  fate  at  last,  it  will  not  be  America's. 
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I  beg  your  ladyihip's  pazdon  for  talking  ao  mudi  politios — ^iio« 
I  do  not ;  I  could  talk  to  no  man  more  capable  of  nndentanding 
fbem ;  and  it  would  be  impertinent  to  treat  you  with  trifles  at  saob 
a  moment^  whieb  made  me  write,  though  Ltnd  Onory  la  in  town ; 
but  I  have  not  anticipated  what  he  will  tell  you.  He  is  too  yaong 
.not  to  regard  trinmph  aa  a  good :  it  ia  the  property  of  aedentary  age 
to  balaofie  the  difEierent  aapeda  of  prospeci 
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Berbeky  Sqvart,  WA.  $5|  1782. 

Therb  are  certain  momenta  in  politics  which  exaite  eager 
cnriofiity,  bx^t  in  which  it  is  least  easy  to  satusfy  it  Thia  means  a 
crisis,  in  which  the  scales  are  ao  nicely  balanced  aa  to  fluotaate^  and 
consequently  to  puzzle  the  prophetio  eye  even  of  calculaton.  On 
Wednesday  last,  Mr.  Fox  renewed  the  attack  on  Lord  Sandwich, 
who  was  saved  by  a  majority  but  of  nineteoi.  On  the  next  day 
but  one,  Cteueral  Conway  moved  to  address  the  King  to  take  steps 
for  peace  with  America.  I  believe  the  calculating  prophets  had 
been  at  work  with  their  arithmetic,  and  had  found  that  when  a 
plurality  of  twenty-two  was  sunk  to  nineteen,  it  was  a  deereaang 
fiind ;  and  thence  they  contributed  to  make  it  so — for  at  two  in  flie 
morning  the  majority  appeared  to  be  fallen  to  a  aingle  figure.  The 
question  was  rejected  but  by  one  voice. 

As  J  do  not  make  use  of  any  table  of  interest,  I  ahall  not  pretend 
to  prophesy  what  will  happen.  Formerly,  a  sinking  Miniiter  was 
soon  gone ;  but  as  circumstances  cannot  always  be  the  same,  no  more 
can  times,  which  take  their  colour  from  them%  One  opinion  I  have 
more  fixed,  which  is,  that  the  longer  the  Administration  can  maintrfuyi 
itself,  the  heavier  will  be  its  fedl ;  for,  as  this  success  of  the  Opposi- 
tion is  less  owing  to  their  abilities  than  to  tixe  calamities  of  the  war, 
I  see  no  prospect  of  victories  to  mend  the  situation  of  the  Mimsters ; 
and  therefore,  though  they  may  divert  their  present  danger,  the 
temper  of  the  nation,,  that  is  much  soured,  will  not  sweeten  in  their 
favour. 

This  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  present  aq)ect  I  could  not  by  a 
Bullion  of  words  tell  you  more  jrei  You  will  understand  as  much 
as  is  necessary,  and  I  do  not  at  all  desire  to  be  more  intelligible  to 
poetanasters. 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  you  mpo^  my  last;  one,  the 
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moment  tliat  was  set  out  Yours  came  hj  Mr.  Gbenyille  with  the 
prints  of  the  Medici,  for  which  I  give  you  many  thanks.  In  your 
second,  you  say  that  tlie  Emperor  had  consented  to  reoeiTe  the 
Pope,  from  whom  he  has  taken  at  least  a  third  of  his  tiara.  We 
had  heard  that  CsBsar  added,  that  his  Holiness's  visit  wonld  be  to 
no  manner  of  purpose.  Perhaps  the  Monarch  would  not  dislike  to 
return  the  atiper  Aspidem  et  Baiiliseum  caleabia, — yet  he  may  find  an 
aspic  under  his  feet  There  is  more  than  metaphoric  poison  still 
left  in  the  vipers  of  the  Church. 

Accustomed  as  you  are  to  our  newspapers,  you  will  read  in  them 
with  astonishment  the  detail  of  a  late  trial  for  adultery  between 
Sir  Bichard  Worseley  and  his  wife,  sister  of  the  Countess  of 
Harrington.  To  save  her  last  &vourite,  she  summoned  thirty-four 
young  men  of  the  first  quality  to  depose  to  having  received  her 
&vours ;  and  one  of  them,  a  Duke's  son,  to  having  bestowed  an 
additional  one  on  her.  The  number  was  reduced  to  twenty-seven, 
and  but  few  of  them  were  examined ;  and  they  blushed  for  her 
A  better  defence  for  her  was  the  connivance  of  the  husband,  who 
was  proved  to  have  carried  one  of  the  troop  on  his  bade  to  the 
house-top,  to  view  his  fair  spouse  stark  naked  in  the  bath.  The 
jury  was  so  equitable  as  to  give  the  plaintiff  but  one  shiTling 
damages.* 

This  trial  happened  on  the  very  Friday  of  the  drawn  battle  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  Sir  Bichard  Worseley  was  missing ;  Lord 
North,  inquiring  for  him,  was  told  the  cause  of  his  absence.  **  Oh," 
replied  the  Minister  pleasantly,  ^^  if  all  my  cuckolds  desert,  I  shall 
be  beaten  indeed.^' 

Tuittdaif  night,  late. 

At  my  niece,  Lady  Cadogan's,  this  evening,  I  met  Mr.  Langley, 
Lord  Stormont's  secretary ;  who  gave  me  great  pleasure,  by  telling 
me  that  you  are  made  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  I  am  glad  you  are 
a  little  richer,  when  you  must  be  at  extraordinary  expense ;  but 
I  am  much  more  delighted  that  your  own  merits  and  zeal  have 
obtained  this  recompense,  and  that  they  are  rewarded  so  speedily. 
It  does  honour  to  the  Government  too ;  yet  I  doubt  you  will  not 
have  the  fuller  satisfaction  of  seeing  your  labours  terminated  by  the 
success  you  wish.    I  feel  for  those  brave  unrescued  men  I ' 

>  The  trial  iook  place  in  the  Court  of  Kinis^s  Bench,  on  the  22nd  of 
before  Lord  ChiefJuBtioe  Manifield.— Walfoul 
*  Besieged  in  Fort  Si  PhiUp,  at  Minoica.— Waltou. 
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Poor  Mr  Momoe  is  not  oqme  to  toini*  nor  can  he  come,  though 
lie  has  had  an  nigent  calL  Old  Lady  Brown,*  who  was  formerly  at 
Yenioe,  is  dead,  and  has  left  him  for  his  life  an  estate  of  1500L 
a-year.  I  told  you  how  Uttle  prospect  Cayalier  Mozzi  has  of 
obtaining  assistance  firom  hinL  It  is  plain  this  delay  is  welcome  to 
my  Lord  [Orford]  ;  for  I  have  not  heard  a  syllable  finom  his  lawyers. 
I  was,  indeed,  surprised  the  other  day  by  a  letter  finom  his  Lordship. 
It  was  to  desire  the  favour  of  me  to  go  and  see  a  large  picture  that 
Cipriani  has  painted  fer  him  for  the  salon  at  Houghton — a  most 
engaging  sight  to  me,  to  be  sure  I  Though  such  a  request  provoked 
me,  I  really  believe  it  was  madness  and  folly  dictated  it,  radxer  than 
insult ;  though  the  latter  is  not  impossible.  I  would  not  trust  a 
pen  in  my  own  hand,  lest  it  should  be  wann ;  and  so  have  made  no 
xnanner  of  answer.  He  has  now  bespoken  another  piece,  frantic 
enough ;  for  the  subject  is  both  indecent  and  shocking.  Perhaps 
you  have  forgotten  the  story :  it  is  that  of  *  Theodore  and  Honoria,' 
from  Dryden's  *  Fables,'  where  the  naked  ghost  of  a  scornful  mistress 
is  pursued  by  demons  and  worried  by  blood-hounds.  The  subject^ 
were  it  endurable,  could  only  be  executed  by  Salvator  or  Spagnolet 
Imagine  it  attempted  by  modem  artists,  who  are  too  feeble  to  paint 
anything  but  fan-mounts  I 

I  believe  I  never  told  you,  that,  since  his  Lordship  sold  his 
collection  of  pictures,  he  has  taken  to  design  himself,  and  his 
scratches  are  pinned  up  about  the  stripped  apartments.  But  I  am 
foolish  to  repeat  instances  of  his  deliriums;  though,  indeed,  the 
nation  is  so  lunatic,  that  my  nephew  is  no  phenomenon.  I  saw 
1/our  nephew  last  night  at  Gloucester-house,  and  wonder  he  did 
not  mention  your  new  appointments ;  but,  indeed,  it  was  but  for  a 
moment:  nor,  in  truth,  though  he  is  very  obliging  to  me,  and 
though  I  often  see  him  at  our  littie  Court,  have  I  had  any  conver- 
sation with  him  for  a  long  time.  The  play  there  begms  late,  for 
everything  begins  late,  eveiybody  arrives  late  everywhere,  and  I 
retire  early ;  for  I  avoid  all  public  places,  and  go  to  no  other. 
A  Court-life  was  never  my  object,  nor  would  have  been  my  choice 
for  this  end  of  my  course,  any  more  than  it  was  for  the  commence- 
ment, though  fate  has  connected  both  periods  with  such  an  attach- 
ment ;  yet  trust  I  have  acquired  as  Uttie  of  the  etprii  dei  eaurt  as 
if  I  had  never  been  within  one.    How  strange  are  the  acoidentB  of 

>  IfMgftietCeoU,  widow  of  Sir  Robert  Brown  [died  1700],  formerly  a  merdani  at 
▼enieeL^-WALPouL 
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life!  At  teA  years  old  I  had  set  my  heart  oa  seehig  Qeofge  I.» 
and,  being  a  fayoorite  child,  my  mother  aaked  lea^e  fcr  me  to  lie 
presented  to  him ;  which  to  the  First  Minister's  wife  was  gfanted, 
and  I  was  carried  by  the  late  Lady  Chesterfield  to  kiss  his  hand 
as  he  went  to  supper  in  the  Duchess  of  Kendal's  apartment  This 
was  the  night  but  one  before  he  left  England  the  last  time ;  and 
now,  fifty  years  afterwards,  one  of  his  great-grandsons  and  one  of 
his  great-granddaughters  are  my  great-nephew  and  niece  I  ^  Yet 
how  little  had  the  first  part  to  do  with  bringing  about  the  second  I 
When  one  considers  these  events  abstractedlyi  as  I  do,  the  xefleotion 
ifi  amusing ;  it  makes  the  politician's  arts  triflixig  and  ridiculous : 
no  plan,  no  foresight,  no  industry  could  have  ranged  or  accomplished 
what  mere  chance  has  efiected.  It  would  not  be  less  entertaining, 
if  a  politician  would  talk  as  firankly  on  the  projects  he  had  planned 
and  been  disappointed  of  effecting ;  but  a  politician  would  not  look 
on  the  dinauement  with  th^  same  indifference. 
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JV^  SS,  1762. 

Not  only  the  American  war  is  checked,  but  despotism  itself  is  at 
bay.  Out  of  that  sink,  the  House  of  Commons,  seeds  of  virtue  have 
sprung  up.  The  Administration  was  defeated  at  one  this  morning 
by  a  minor-  grown  a  major-  ity  of  nineteen.  Conway  was  General, 
and  exerted  the  spirit  of  a  young  cadet ;  every  mouth  (that  is  able 
to  open  itself  to  day)  sounds  his  praises.  Those  mouths  who  have 
so  long  said  nothing  but  pea,  you  may  be  sure  have  not  recovered 
their  dismay  enough  to  say  no.  Whether  Lord  North  may  not  by 
his  fall,  and  by  touching  his  mother  dirt  recover,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
say ;  I  rather  hope  he  will,  for  I  would  have  those  who  have  made 
the  war  make  the  peace,  and  then  their  measure  will  be  fulL  The 
Ministers  received  a  less  defeat  yesterday,  too,  at  the  India  House, 
where  their  saltpetre  contract  was  set  aside.  The  profits  of 
Thompson  the  contractor  were  to  be  but  twen<y-siz  out  of  forty* 
nine.  This  and  the  hoisting  Atkinson^  a  more  oveiigrown  contractor 
fltill,  to  be  one  of  the  five  preferred  to  the  Loan  over  all  the  benkera 
of  London,  is  another  flower  in  that  wreath  which  binds  Lord 

'  Compan  WaIik^o'i  '  lUminiaeencflt/  toL  L  p.  xeiiL— CuimiiiiAlU 
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North's  brows,  ihoqgh  with  no  detriment  to  its  predominant  poppies. 
Two  such  contracts,  and  two  armies  taken  in  a  net,  are  the  pvations 
and  triumphs  of  this  egregious  Minister. 

Bishop  Butler  (and  I  rejoice,  therefore)  is  cleiauM  of  the  Deanery 
of  St,  Paul's ;  it  was  promised  to  him.  The  Chancellor  [Thurlow]  went 
to  Lord  North  and  asked  it ;  he  lepliad,  **  Sony,  but  it  was 
promised.*'  **  Oonfound  your  promise  I  then  I  will  get  it  somewhere 
else,"  and  got  it 

I  yest^day  received  yours  of  the  24th ;  we  shall  have  time  to 
consider  about  the  *  Odes,'  for  as  yet  I  have  heard  nothing  of  the 
D.  of  DeTon's  imprimatur,  and  as  his  brother  Lord  Gteorge  Henry 
was  married  last  night  to  the  great  heiress  of  Northampton,  there 
will  be  no  making  application  again  yet.  Nay,  I  haye  not  yet 
reoeiyed  what  Lady  Haroourt  will  contribute,  nor  could  I  have 
leisure  at  present  to  attend  to  the  press,  having  a  thousand 
avocations,  though  no  real  business— not  political,  for  I  only  sit  at 
home  and  hear  what  passes,  and  shall  neither  go  to  my  neighbour's 
levee,  nor  to  that  in  Qrosvenor  Square,  should  either  be  so  happy  in 
his  own  estimation  as  to  attain  a  real  one.  The  Marquis  has  long 
had  a  pla}rthing  one.  Alas  I  I  too  have  a  plaything  Court  that 
takes  up  some  of  my  time.  However,  I  shall  slways  be  so  insignifi- 
oant  myself,  as  to  be  ready  for  my  own  amusements  whenever 
I  have  leisure  for  them.  Connections  make  themselvea  whether 
one  will  or  not,  but  nobody  can  make  one  be  a  Minister  against 
one's  will,  unless  one  is  of  as  Uttle  consequence  as  [Welbore]  Ellis. 

I  do  not  even  reply  to  your  secret,  so  much  I  respect  one,  but 
I  am  sorry  you  will  fall  on  my  poor  friend  Sir  John  [Hawkins],  who 
is  a  most  inoffensive  and  good  being.  Do  not  wound  harmless 
simpletons,  you  who  can  gibbet  convicts  of  magnitude. 

As  you  do  not  like  George  Selwyn's  last  b<m  mot,  and  dethrone  it 
for  one  of  your  own,  which  I  confess  is  a  good  one^  I  shall  presume  to 
send  you  one  of  mine,  though  I  sin  against  my  own  modesty,  and 
abhor  self  applause  even  in  the  humble  guise  of  a  saying.  Last 
week  at  Princess  Ameb'e's  (another  of  my  Courts  in  miniature). 
Lady  Margaret  Compton  said  she  was  as  poor  as  Job.  **  I  wonder," 
said  Lady  Barrymore,  '^  why  people  (mly  say  at  poor  a$  Job,  and  never 
as  rich,  for  in  one  part  of  his  life  he  had  great  riches."  **  Yes,"  said 
I,  **  Madam,  but  then  they  pronounce  his  name  differently,  and  call 
him  Jobb** 

^  I  ^culate  that  you  will  be  at  Aston  in  two  days,  I  shall 
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direct  this  thither,  and  hope  it  will  stay  fer  700.    I  haye  not  tme 
for  a  word  more.' 

^  to  tm  HOI.  BOmAOl  WAUOUli 

Aihm,  March  10, 1788. 

TnouoR  nobody  can  more  admire  Um  ipirii  with  which  Genend  Oonway  hit  cott- 
dacied  himaelf  throughout  the  greet  buiiieee,  nor  enybodj  be  more  willing  to  eon- 
gratoUte  him  and  the  nation  on  his  eneoeee,  yet  I  sappoee  yon  and  I  are  agreed  that 
the  triumph  will  be  bat  momentary,  and  that  lo  ht  from  making  any  material  diaoge 
either  in  miniaterial  men  or  meamree,  the  nation  will  continue  to  be  duped,  nay» 
rather  ineulted  much  longer,  and  will  take  it  all  patiently.  As  to  either  restoriag  or 
improTing  the  constitution,  which  in  a  former  letter  you  say  would  only  confound  us 
more,  that  seems  now  out  of  the  queetion.  What  is  absolutely  gone  can  nerer  be 
either  improred  or  restored,  and  I  think  you  have  now  lull  demonstration  that  wlml 
you  call  and  have  long  called  the  constitution  does  not  by  any  means  exist ;  if  it  doea^ 
your  fitther  (I  speak  it  with  due  respect  to  his  memoiy)  told  a  great  fib. 

But  truce  with  politics — Sir  John  Hawkins  is  eiren  a  better  suljee^  because  you  say 
he  is  an  inoffenslTe  and  good  being,  and  at  worst  a  liarmleeB  simpleton.  Be  it  so,  though 
I  think  he  has  shown  himself  petulant  and  impertinent  in  seraal  parts  of  his  history, 
and  especially  on  the  subject  of  honest  John  Gay;  yet  I  assure  you  I  haTe  taken  no 
further  notice  of  him  than  the  subject  I  writ  upon  and  the  principles  I  meant  to 
support  obliged  me  to  do.  I  borrowed  largely  from  his  fisrrago,  in  order  to  proT9 
the  very  contrsiy  to  that  which  he  adduced  his  Anecdotes  to  establish,  and  acknow- 
ledging the  debt  perhaps  I  hafe  been  yet  a  little  ungrateftil  to  my  creditor,  but  my 
sarcasms  are  but  few,  and  not  sharp-pointed;  yet'  he,  and  all  the  fsntors  of  Old 
Music,  must  of  necessity  be  offended  at  them.  The  sheets  were  not  dry  when  1  left 
York,  therefore  I  could  not  send  you  them,  but  'Us  no  great  matter,  they  would  bo 
but  of  little  if  any  amusement  to  you.  I  wish,  rather  than  hope,  that  something 
else  will  prore  more  so,  but  I  am  rery  dubious  on  the  matter ;  a  wtsek  more  I  Cumj 
will  detennine  it,  and  I  shall  expect  your  earliest  opinion  with  some  impatienoe. 

Mr.  Geoige  Selwyn's  ban  mot  was  a  bad  one  I  stiU  insist  upon  it,  mine  was  a 
better,  youn  is  a  better  still,  but  Sheridan's  is  as  you  say  not  only  better  thaaaiois 
mot,  but  equal  to  anything  that  was  erer  said  best  I  thank  you  most  heartilj 
for  it. 

I  haye  at  length  reoeiyed  a  letter  from  Sir  Joshua  whidi  tells  me  that  his  AnBO> 
tations  are  finished.  I  hope  to  receiye  them  soon,  but  as  th^  must  be  printed  at 
the  York  Press,  which  works  slow  though  sure,  the  book  cannot  come  out  till  next 
winter.  My  '  Bnglish  Garden '  corrected  and  in  a  smaller  form,  like  my  Tolumo  of 
'  Poems,'  is  already  printed,  but  that  also  will  not  be  published  sooner,  as  it  will  wait 
for  a  Commentaiy  which  a  friend  of  mine  (whom  you  don't  know,  but  I  wish  you 
did)  Mr.  Buigh  is  writing  upon  it  You  who  can  keep  Yolumes  ready  printed  back 
for  years,  will  do  it  with  an  ill  grace  if  you  rebuke  my  tardiness.  I  hear  a  Mr. 
Malone  is  the  proto^tntagonist  of  Dean  Milles  or  Mr.  Bryant,  I  know  not  which,  and 
I  suppose  Mr.  T.  Warton  will  speedily  second  him.  I  read  your  unpublished  Letter 
on  that  subject  oyer  again,  and  am  still  more  sorry  than  oyer  that  it  is  not  in  general 
hands.  Certainly  common  sense  was  neyer  so  grossly  sffironted  as  it  has  been  on 
this  subject,  and  you  ought  to  haye  defended  her  or  his  cause  (for  I  will  not  fix  the 
gender  of  common  sense)  publicly.  But  you  will  smart  for  it  let  me  tell  you,  and 
yery  soon  be  forced  to  daim  kindred,  yes  uid  dose  kindred  too,  with  a  personage  yon 
little  wot  of,  and  will  not  think  yourself  much  honoured  by  the  relationship.  Do  I 
not  speak  parables  t 

Wait  in  silenoe  for  the  exphmation. 

Tours,  Ibc 

W.  Masob. 
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ntl    TO  SIR  HORACB  MANIT. 

You  know  I  deem  myself  a  bad  political  prophet  I  oertamly  did 
not  expect  that  the  Oppositioii  (no  longer  the  minority)  would  have 
such  rapid  socceBS  as  to  have  gained  a  complete  victory  already. 
I  wrote  to  you  on  Tnesday,  that  on  the  Friday  preceding  they  had 
heea  beaten  but  by  <me.  On  Wednesday  last^  G^eral  Conway 
renewed  his  motion  for  an  address  of  pacification  with  America,  and 
carried  the  question  by  a  majority  of  nineteen.  His  speech  was  full 
of  wit|  spirit,  and  severity ;  and  after  the  debate  Mr.  Fox  compli- 
mented him  publidy  on  this  second  triumph,  he  also  having  been 
the  mover  of  tho  repeal  of  the  Stamp- Act  In  short,  he  stands  in 
&e  highest  Ught,  and  all  his  fame  is  unsullied  by  the  slightest 
suspicion  of  interested  or  £EU)tious  motives  in  his  conduct. 

It  would  be  idle  in  me,  who  profess  want  of  penetration  or 
intuition  into  futurity,  to  tell  you  what  I  think  will  happen ;  in 
truth,  I  could  not  tell  you,  if  I  would,  what  I  foresee.  13ie  public 
certainly,  expects  some  sudden  change.  I  neither  do,  nor  wish  it 
At  present,  I  think  alteration  would  produce  confusion,  without  any 
advantage.  My  reasons  it  would  be  useless  to  detail,  for  they  will 
baye  no  share  in  the  decision. 

I  would  write  these  few  words,  lest  your  nephew  should  not; 
though  in  reality  I  have  told  you  nothing.  You  will  just  be 
prepared  not  to  be  surprised,  whatever  shall  arrive,  as  it  is  a  moment 
which  may  produce  anything.  I  mean,  a  change,  a  partial  settle- 
ment, a  total  one,  or  a  re-settlement  of  the  present  system ;  though 
I  should  think  ihat^  or  a  partial  change,  the  least  likely  to  last 
Any  one  of  ihem  will  be  fortunate  if  productive  of  peace ;  and,  at 
least,  nothing  that  has  happened  removes  that  prospect  to  a  greater 
distance.  If  I  live  to  see  that  moment,  I  shall  be  happier  than 
I  have  for  some  time  expected  to  be.  I  dare  not  entertain  greater 
▼iews  for  my  country,  for  a  long  season;  though  nations,  like 
individuals,  are  not  precluded  from  experiencbg  any  change  of 
fortune. 

P.S.  When  you  do  not  hear  from  me  at  such  a  crisis,  be  sure 
that  nothing  material  has  happened.  We  have  both  seen  inter- 
ministeriums  of  six  weeks. 
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812e.    TO  JOHN  HBNDEBSOK,  ESQ.* 

BeHUU^  Square,  Marck  4, 178i. 

I  AH  afraid,  deav  fibv  fliat  I  am  not  robust  enough  to  bostle 
through  the  great  crowd  that  I  hope  you  will  have  at  your  benefit ; 
but  as  I  am  not  deaf,  as  well  as  lame,  it  is  very  hard  Ihat  I  am  not 
to  hear  you  repeat  your  otffn  verses,  which  I  had  rather  hear  than 
those  of  others,  though  you  do  more  justice  to  the  latter;  for  your 
modesty  was  so  great,  that  if  your  own  had  uiot  been  excellent, 
I  should  not  have  discovered  their  merit  by  your  repetition  of  them. 
I  will  certainly  search  for  the  book'  you  want,  if  I  have  it,  the  first 
moment  I  can  go  to  Strawberry  Hill,  which  I  doubt  will  not  be  for 
a  week  or  ten  days.  I  shall  be  extremely  glad  to  contribute  a  mite 
to  a  poem  I  like  so  much ;  and  when  we  are  better  acquainted,  aa 
I  hope  we  shall  be,  you  will  know  that  I  am  no  flatterer ;  nor  would 
I  do  so  base  an  act  as  to  commend  verses  highly  that  I  thought 
indifferent  It  would  be  flattery  if,  never  having  seen  you  on  the 
stage  but  twice,  I  should  tell  you  that  you  excel  Mr.  Garrick.  It  is 
very  sincere  when  I  protest  that  I  admired  your  verses  extremely, 
and  that  I  thought  him  a  very  indifferent  poet,  or  rather  no  poet  at 
alL  I  shall  be  very  impatient  to  be  confirmed  in  this  preference. 
In  the  meantime  give  me  leave  to  thank  you  for  *  The  School  for 
Scandal,'  for  your  ticket,  and  for  the  real  obligation  I  have  to  you 
for  saving  my  scenes  from  the  '  Biographia  Dramatica ;  '*  but  pray 
do  not  imagine  that  X  think  I  have  paid  all  my  debts  by  the 
enclosed  little  note. 

Your  gratefril  humble  servant. 

Hob.  Walfolb. 

'  Now  fint  published.— CimizvoHAic. 

*  Meres'B '  PidUdiB  Tamia : '  tee  note  at  p.  177.— XhrmmroHAM. 

*  ^  We  had  Intended  to  have  giren  ike  reader  a  ipedmen  of  H  ['The  Myeterlovi 
Mother'];  bnt  haying  learnt  that  the  seniibility  of  the  author  (to  whom  eveiy  retpeci 
if  due)  would  be  wounded  by  luoh  an  exhibition,  we  deem  ouiaelTee  bound  to  tuppraaa 
it,  howerer  relnetantly.— JK^^rapAta  DramMoBi,  ed.  178S,  toL  IL  p.  Sd9. — 
OvmnraaAifc 
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fllSr«    TO  GIOBOB  RAXDTMQiM,  18Q. 

Mmdi  B,  1783. 

It  18  terj  plimnng  to  leoelve  06iigr8talatioB  from  a  finssd  cm  a 
friend's  suooess :  that  mnocm^  however,  ia  not  80  ligreeaUe  as  the 
universal  esteem  allowed  to  Mr.  Oonwa3r'B  bharacteri  which  not  only 
aooompanies  his  trimnphy'  bat  I  believe  ocmtribnied  to  ii  To-dayi  I 
suppose,  all  but  his  oharacter  will  be  reversed ;  for  there  must  have 
been  a  miracnloos  change  if  the  Philistines  do  not  bear  as  ample  a 
testimony  to  their  Dagon's  hononr,  as  conviction  does  to  that  of  a 
virtnons  man.  In  trath,  I  am  £»  from  desiring  thai  the  Oppodtion 
should  prevail  yet:  Qie  nation  is  not  sufficiently  changed,  nor 
awakened  oiough,  and  it  is  sure  of  having  its  feelings  repeatedly 
attacked  by  more  woes ;  the  blow  will  have  more  effidct  a  Uttle  time 
hence :  thedamour  must  be  loud  enough  to  drown  tlie  huazas  of  five 
hoarse  bodies,  the  Scotdi,  Tories,  Olergy,  Law,  and  Army,  who  would 
soon  croak  if  new  Ministers  cannot  do  what  the  old  hav^  made 
impossible;  and  therefore,  till  general  distress  involves  all  in  complaint, 
and  lays  the  cause  undeniably  at  tlie  right  doors,  victory  wiU  be  but 
momentary,  and  the  conquerors  would  soon  be  rendered  more 
unpopular  than  the  vanquished ;  for,  depend  upon  it,  the  present 
Ministers  would  not  be  as  decent  and  as  harmless  an  Opposition  as 
the  present  Their  criminality  must  be  legally  proved  and  stigma- 
tised, or  the  pageant  itself  would  soon  be  restored  to  essence.  Base 
money  will  pass  till  cried  down.  I  wish  you  may  keep  your  promise 
of  caUing  upon  me  bett^  than  you  have  done.  Bemember,  that 
though  i/ou  have  time  enough  befcne  you,  I  have  not ;  and,  con- 
ueqi^cntly,  must  be  much  more  impatient  for  our  meeting  than  you 
are,  as  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  most  sincerely. 

>  Qenenl  Gonwaj  had,  on  the  27th  of  Febraazy,  distingaished  himself  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  a  motion,  **  That  the  fiurther  prosecution  of  offensiTe  war 
on  the  continent  of  America,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  reYoIted  colonies  to 
obedienee  bj  force*  will  be  the  means  of  weakening  the  efforts  of  this  country  against 
her  European  enemies ;  tend,  under  the  present  circumstances,  to  increase  the  mutual 
enmity  so  h,UA  to  the  interests  both  of  Qreat  Britain  and  America ;  and,  by  preventing 
a  happy  recondliation  with  that  country,  to  fhistrate  the  temest  de^re  gndonsly 
expressed  by  his  Uti^tij,  to  lestoie  the  bUsilngi  of  pnbUo  tnmqnyiity."  l%is  motion 
was  earned  by  a  msdority  of  t^i  to  218 ;  upon  which  the  Qeoend  mored  an  humble 
address  to  his  Itiyesty  thereupon,  which  was  carried  without  a  diridon. — Waioht. 
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S1S8.    TO  THB  SBY.  WILLIAM  COLB. 

Berhdey  Square,  March  9, 1781 

Though  I  have  scarce  time,  I  must  write  a  line  to  thank  jon  for 
the  print  of  Mr.  Gowper,  and  to  tell  you  how  ashamed  I  am  that  you 
should  have  so  much  attention  to  me,  on  the  slightest  wish  I  e^qiress^ 
when  I  kax  my  gratitude  is  not  half  so  actiyci  tiiough  it  onght  to 
exceed  obligations. 

Br.  Fanner  has  been  with  me ;  and  though  it  was  but  a  shorfc 
visity  he  pleased  me  so  mudi  by  his  easy  simplicity  and  good  senses 
that  I  wish  for  more  acquaintance  with  him. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  Emperor  will  atone  to  yon  &r 
demolishing  the  cross,  by  attacking  the  crescent  The  papers  say  he 
has  declared  war  with  the  Turks.  He  seems  to  me  to  be  a  mounte- 
bank who  professes  curing  all  diseases.  As  power  is  his  only  panacea, 
the  remedy  methinks  is  worse  than  the  disease.  Whether  Chiistianity 
wiU  be  laid  aside,  I  cannot  say.  As  nothing  of  the  spirit  is  left,  the 
forms,!  think,  signify yery  little.  Surely  it  is  not  an  age  of  morality 
and  principle ;  does  it  import  whether  profligacy  is  baptized  or  not  P 
I  look  to  motives,  not  to  professions.  I  do  not  approye  of  conyents : 
but,  if  Oesar  wants  to  make  soldiers  of  monks,  I  detest  his 
reformation,  and  think  that  men  had  better  not  procreate  than 
commit  murder ;  nay,  I  believe  that  monks  get  more  children  than 
soldiers  do ;  but  what  avail  abstracted  speculations  P  Human  passions 
wear  the  dresses  of  the  times,  and  carry  on  the  same  views,  though 
in  di£Eerent  habits.  Ambition  and  interest  set  up  religions  or  pull 
them  down,  as  fEishion  presents  a  handle;  and  the  conscientious 
must  be  content  when  the  mode  fEtvours  their  wishes,  or  sigh  when  it 
docs  not. 


SIM.    TO  ant  HO&ACl  KAIYK. 

Though  I  begin  this  letter  to-night,  I  do  not  know  when  it  will 
set  out ;  perhaps  not  before  to-morrow  sevennight  I  do  not  even 
know  whether  I  shall  not  contradict  at  the  end  everj^thing  I  may  tell 
you  at  the  beginning ;  for  the  parties  in  the  House  of  Commons  are 
so  equally  balanced,  that  victory  vibrates  from  the  one  side  to  the 
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other  every  day.  Opposition  stock  fell  tea  below  par  la^it  Friday^  oa 
qnestioiis  that  tended  to  remove  the  Ministers.  As  three  of  the  four 
motions  were  nndeniable,  the  Ministon  got  rid  of  them  by  the  previons 
question,  and  oonsequently  prevented  the  fourth,  which  would  have 
brought  home  the  others  to  their  doors.  They  oarried  that  question 
by  226  to  216.  The  report  of  another  victory,  more  national, 
£ivoured  them,  though  many  suspect  it  was  coined  on  purpose. 
Admiral  Hood  was  said  to  have  defeated  the  French  fleet,  rescued 
Si  Christopher's,  and  taken  the  six  hundred  men  that  had  landed. 
This  would  be  most  fortunate ;  but  it  was  not  confinned  when  I  left 
town  this  morning.  In  short,  I  came  hither  for  two  days  to  breathe, 
and  rest  my  ears  from  politics,  whidi  at  such  a  crisis  you  may  be 
sure  assail  them  from  morning  to  night :  not  that  I  open  fliem 
voluntarily,  you  may  judge,  whcoi  I  fly  hither,  though  there  is  to  be 
important  matter  in  the  House  again  to-day,  not  a  syllable  of  which 
I  shall  hear  before  Wednesday.  Lord  North  is  to  open  his  taxes, 
which  probably  just  now  will  not  be  admitted  as  submissively  as  of 
late  years :  though  I  suppose  they  will  produce  more  clamour  in  a 
little  time  than  at  their  birth,  when  every  one  who  will  be  affected 
by  them  shall  begin  to  apply  the  grievance  to  himseli^  especially  as 
Opposition  will  naturally  paint  them  in  their  worst  colours.  As  I 
shall  not  go  to  town  to-morrow — one  of  the  two  foreign  post-days — 
I  could  not  send  this  away,  were  it  farther  advanced ;  and  on  Friday, 
the  other  post-day,  I  shall  not  know  the  event  time  enough  to  write. 
The  Opposition  intend  to  give  battle  again  on  that  day,  but  I  do  not 
know  what  is  to  be  their  eri  de  guerre;  however,  the  field  will  be 
fought  till  it  will  be  too  late  for  the  post  I  am  less  anxious,  as  your 
nephew  tells  me  he  writes  to  you  constantly. 

The  Ministers  &re  certainly  run  hard ;  and  if  they  do  not  make 
peace  with  America,  or  have  some  great  victory,  though  I  do  not 
guess  where  that  is  likely  to  arrive,  they  will  have  difficulty  to  stand 
their  ground.  New  losses  will  make  their  &I1  more  probable,  and 
more  dangerous.  Minorca,  we  know,  is  gone ;  and  we  know  what 
other  places  may  follow.  The  foreign  papers  will  ring  with  the 
enormous  sum  it  has  cost  us  to  lose  Ammca,  &c.  I  saw  a  letter 
from  abroad  last  week,  whidi  said,  that  they  were  amased  so  many 
miscarriages  had  not  overturned  the  Administration.  They  may 
wonder ;  but,  believe  me,  deprivation  would  be  a  feather-bed  to  what 
they  hear  every  day — ^I  mean  the  Ministers.  It  is  a  worse  service 
fiian  that  of  aCteneraL  He  stands  on  a  rising  ground  out  of  cannon- 
shot,  gives  his  orders,  sees  his  soldiers  &I1  or  conquer,  and  at  most 
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id  qtiit  for  fhe  disgiiu^y  tf  hd  loads  fhd  day.  In  t^arUAHaetity  all  flie 
artillery  ifi  pointed  at  the  leaders,  who  are  galled  daring  the  eombali 
and  must  fight  the  battle  themselres.  The  troops  sit  by,  are  paid 
beforehand,  receive  not  a  knock,  and  retire  to  their  tenia  as  soon  as 
they  have  said  Yes  or  No  I  I  wish  generals  were  in  flie  same 
predicament,  and  8u£fered  all  the  wonnds.  Well  I  I  lAiall  reserve 
the  rest  of  my  paper :  I  may  have  matter  to  ffll  ii 

The  Tax-day  passed  very  quietly ;  however,  it  was  reported  and 
generally  believed,  that  Lord  North  would  resign.  Nay,  it  is  known 
that  the  Chancellor  has  been  negotiating  with  Lord  BoddnghasL 
Whether  too  little  wad  o£Eered,  or  too  much  demanded,  a  iBsolution 
Was  taken  to  try  oxie  more  engagement.  The  Oppositicni  were  very 
(Confident  of  victory,  and  not  without  cause ;  for,  when  a  flag  of  truce 
Was  himg  out,  the  mercenary  troop  of  Oaloulators  was  likely  to  desert 
to  the  Aie  that  was  most  likely  to  possess  the  military  chest  It  is 
probable  that  that  diiest  was  pteviotisty  abandoned,  to  netain  fliem ; 
for  the  Court,  at  one  this  morning,  had  a  majority  of  nihe,  tibough 
fhe  minority  were  stronger  by  ten  votes  than  in  the  former  battle. 

I  should  be  very  presumptuous,  were  I  to  attempt  to  guess  what 
will  happen,  when  brokers  tiiemselves  find  it  so  di£cult  to  decide 
which  side  has  the  best  of  the  day.  Future  historians  may  digniiy 
fhe  contest  with  the  distinctions  of  loyalty  and  patriotism,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  but  both  are  engaged  ;  yet  I  humbly  conceive,  that,  if 
Potosi  lay  in  the  quarters  of  either  army,  that  corps  would  gain  the 
victory — perhaps  I  have  given  my  opinion  to  a  degree ;  though  the 
rein  of  ore  is  not  very  redundant 

M&nda^,  ISO. 

Two  days  and  a  half  (a  great  while  in  curiosit/s  almanac)  are 
|>assed,  and  no  newd  of  a  teisu^ption  of  negotiation.  The  Marquis's 
terms  were  deemed  to  trespass  on  some  precious  fieurons  in  the 
Crown,  which,  though  perhaps  new  acquisitions,  have  a  finer  water 
than  Some  of  the  old  table  diamonds.  The  camps  will  therefore 
probably  remain  in  the  field  soine  tiine  longer,  though  not  without 
skirmishes.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  see  that  any  favourable 
events  are  likely  to  happen  on  the  defensive  side.  The  recovery  of 
St.  Christopher's  is  still  in  suspense,  nor  does  Hood's  advantage  seem 
at  all  to  deserve  the  name  of  victory — ^but  I  always  check  myself 
when  I  can  only  conjecture ;  besides,  tiiat  in  a  letter  that  is  to  cross 
fhe  sea,  I  keep  a  gag  in  my  pen ;  for  I  would  not  tell  Franoe  a 
syDable  more  than  die  would  know  if  t  never  wrote  a  letter. 
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Yours,  that  tells  me  of  your  preferment,  I  haye  received,  and  am 
lejoioed  it  was  so  well-timed ;  for  Minorca  is  gone,  and  your  zeal  was 
handsomely  accepted,  thougli  unsuccessfdL 

I  had  intended  to  finish  my  letter  to-day,  but  have  been  hindered 
by  company,  even  till  dinner-time,  and  am  not  dressed,  and  am 
engaged  the  moment  I  have  dined.  Indeed,  I  have  nothing  new  to 
add ;  but,  if  anything  happens  before  Friday,  I  will  desire  your 
nephew  to  write ;  for  not  having  so  much  curiosity  as  the  to?m,  nor 
any  wish  to  see  any  particular  person  in  place,  I  shall  go  to  Straw- 
berry on  Friday  for  two  dajrs,  as  air  and  tranquillity  are  more  requisita 
to  me  than  a  collision  of  parties.    Adieu  I 

S180.    TO  JOHK  HSKDKBSOK,  SSa* 
Dbab  fin :  BtrkOty  Bgmn,  Monk  14, 17Slk 

I  WAS  at  Strawberry  Hill  yesterday,  and  hunted  all  over  my 
library  for  *  Palladis  Tamia,'*  the  book  you  wanted,  but  could  not 
find  it.  I  did  not  remember  having  it^  nor  is  it  in  the  catalogue  of 
my  books,  though  that  is  no  certain  rule,  as  I  have  bought  a  great 
many  since  the  catalogue  was  made,  and  have  neglected  to  enter 
them.  However,  I  do  believe  Mr.  Malone  is  mistaken  in  tl^i^ln'Tig 
I  bought  a  book,  of  which  I  have  not  the  least  idea,  though  I  do  not 
pretend  my  memory  is  so  good  as  it  was.  I  hope  this  jion-possession 
will  not  make  me  forfeit  a  sig^t  of  your  poem,  by  the  specimens  of 
which,  you  did  not  seem  to  want  assistance  from  an  old  author. 
Will  you  ask  Mr.  Malone  what  the  sice  is  of  'Palladia  Tamia,'  and 
whether  in  verse  or  prose  P 

I  hope  I  never  looked  into  it,  or  that  it  is  very  bad,  since  I  recol- 
lect nothing  about  it ;  and,  if  it  is  not  good,  you  will  have  no  loss* 
StQl,  if  you  will  describe  it  to  me,  I  will  search  again. 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

HoR.  Walpoul 

S181.    TO  THB  BET.  WILLIAK  KASOK. 

Berhdey  SgwMrt,  Marth  U,  1783. 

'So,  I  cannot  agree  that  General  Conway's  success  will  have  no 
effidct    I  do  not  mean  that  it  will  occasion  any  change  of  men,  which 

'  Kow  ibii  pablished. — CunmoHAM. 

*  The  book  publiihod  by  Kotm  in  1598,  on  wMoh  the  oommentaton  relj  to  mnoh 
la  detcrmiiiiag  the  chronology  of  ShAke^>een*i  pUyt.  WtXfMB  oopy  wm  mM  *t 
the  Strawberry  Hill  Sftle.— OuirnveHAii. 

▼OL.  Tin.  IV 
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I  think  poul^  do  Utitle  gopd  bow,  but  it  eertainly  will  eheek  ibe  wild 
and  obstu;iate  prpsec^tiou  of  the  American  war ;  and  befcnre  it  can  ha 
resomed,  the  obstinate  wpnld  not  be  able  to  prosecute  it»  as  th^ 
will  have  neither  men  nor  money  to  send,  fleets  to  transport  them, 
nor  any  whitfiep  to  send  tiiem.  I  do  agree  with  you  tiiat  wliat  is 
gone  Gan9ot  be  improved,  yet  wbat  is  gone  might  be  restored ;  I  do 
not  say  that  I  think  it  Ucely  it  wQl,  but  I  am  surprised  at  heaiing 
you  quote  m^JtUher  against  me.  How  wQl  your  committee  approve 
yojEMT  oituig  him,  whcnn  in  their  oenaorial  condemnation  of  friend  and 
Ido  they  have  eonfemided  in  a  sentence  with  the  worst  enemies  of  this 
country  P  It  does  not  suit  one  in  whom  all  praise  would  seem 
partiality,  to  defend  his  injured  chavaoter,  though  his  temperate  usa 
of  power  for  twenty  years,  without  one  instance  of  extending  it,  wiU 
not  prove  his  abn/sie  0^%  a-py  more  than  h]^  poverfy  would  prove  his 
wealth ;  yet  allow  even  me  to  say,  that  he  had  one  gift  that  would 
not  have  been  disserviceable  even  to  Mr.  Wyvill  himself — that  of  com- 
mon sense.  My  fitther  knew  that  to  govern  or  serv«e  mankind,  it  was 
necessary  to  understand  fliem,  and  to  lead — ^not  to  dictate  to  them. 

When  I  see  you,  I  can  prove  to  you  fliat  there  is  more  founda- 
tion for  what  I  say,  than  I  wiD  specify  now ;  but  as  I  never  pre- 
sume to  dispute  with  you,  but  because  I  know  we  mean  the  same 
end,  and  as  I  never  differ  with  you  but  with  regret  and  with  defer- 
enee,  and  witti  perfect  friendship,  I  will  dismiss  a  subject  that  is  toe 
late  to  recal,  and  which  I  would  not  mention,  if  I  had  not  seen  tile 
misohiefr  that  have  happened  to  the  best  cause  in  the  world  by  the 
want  of  union  and  mutual  condescension.  Hereafter  I  w3l  give  you 
Ihvee  memorable  and  fatal  instanoes. 

I  had  written  the  above  this  mormng  and  went  out  When  X 
came  home  to  dimier  I  foimd  Ifix,  Stonhewer  had  left  a  xuessage 
that  he  could  send  a  letter  to  you  if  he  had  it  by  six  o'clock.  I 
can  therefore  write  more  plainly,  though  I  have  not  time  but  fer  a 
few  words. 

If  it  is  the  gi^era],  l|^^  lliat  the  Administration;!  cannot  stand, 
that  belief  will  advance  their  fall.  Yesterday  it  was  universally 
said  that  Lord  North  would  resign, — ^to-day  that  he  wQl  risk  the 
battle  to-morrow.  I  am  glad  of  that  if  he  is  to  go,  for  it  will  make 
the  Opposition  less  tractable.  Many  attempts  at  negotiation  hav^ 
been  and  are  making.  My  wish  would  be  that  the  Ministers  mig^t 
be  able  to  mai^ttuji  their  ground  ^ome  tiine  longer,  for  til^w 
reasons :  O^p^tion  would  ba  more  united,  new  miafortuBea  wo^d 
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^oopitnbaie  to  em^ente  ihe  ^oonbyi  and  the  ooimtry  must  be  jBogt 
changed  against  the  Court  than  I  doubt  it  is,  before  the  tBH  will  be 
heayy  woufl^  belbre  tha  chief  penon  is  aabdiied  eneug^  before 
any  new  aet  oan  do  any  good,  and  befeie  they  can  maintain  Quit 
pcwta  six  wontba.  Fot  if  they  oan  do  ne  good,  if  the  chief  per- 
eon,  the  Honae  of  Iiordat  half  tibe  country^  all  the  Scotch,  the 
army,  the  deigyy  apd  tbe  law  aie  againat  them,  will  not  aeren 
enler  into  the  Qo^ae  than  are  there  already*  not  worse  than  the 
worse  spiiitB  present,  but  the  present  grown  worse,  if  that  is  poa^ 
aibtel  Xhia  ia  the  qnintasaence  of  my  eteed;  I  have  not  time  to 
detail  it 

.  J  did  not  publish  my  Lettor  on  Ohatterton,  heoaeae  I  am  sick  of 
most  things,  and  espeoiaUyol  being  the  aabjectof  talk.  I  wish  to  be 
tranquil  and  forgotten,  and  to  haye  leisure  for  my  little  space  to 
come,  to  fibush  what  I  have  to  do.  I  shall  be  yery  sorry,  there- 
fore, if  your  n^w  pi^iction'  hoal|ji  me  into  the  question  more ; 
howeyer,  the  tempest  is  growing  so  loud  that  my  name  will  soon  be 
blown  away  I 

I  do  wish  you  wonU  oome  to  town.  It  is  net  to  inyite  yon  to  a 
share  of  the  wreck  with  whioh  I  shall  concern  myself  no  more  than 
yoo*  but  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  nation  itself  will  be  a  wreck.  If 
not  as  a  patriot,  haye  you  no  curiosity  aa  a  philosopher  to  surrey  a 
huge  dismal  scene  P  How  can  you  content  yourself  with  informatioa 
from  sorapa  of  letters  and  blundered  and  misrepresented  relations  in 
newspapers. 

Soame  Jenyns  has  published  some  new  *  Metaphysical  Disquisi- 
tions.' I  haye  not  gotten  through  hali^  though  a  small  yolume,  yet 
I  am  persuaded,  as  I  was  of  his  last,  that  it  is  troiNif,  though  as  he 
belongs  to  Lord  Hardwibke  and  the  Court,  I  da  not  doubt  but  the 
Uniyersity  of  ^Oxford  will  think  him  as  orthodox  as  foolish  Bish(^ 
Bagot  You  shall  judge  by  one  position :  he  says  that  no  man  can 
beUeye  a  fhture  state  on  the  authority  of  the  'New  Testament' 
without  belieying  a  pre-existent  state  on  the  same  authority.  One  of 
his  arguments  is,  ttiat  our  sufferings  here  would  be  unjust  if  not 
punishments  for  preyious  deeds.  Is  this  orthodox  doctrine  P  He 
seems  to  me  to  act  like  the  present  MinjsteiB,  who  haye  more  than 
once  adopted  a  question  of  the  Opposition,  and  loaded  it  with 
absurdities  in  <»der  to  throw  it  out  Can  we  belieye  then  an  omni- 
potent and  all  wise  Being  inflicted  pumaluxvents,  and  at  ^  saine  time 

I  '  Ardueologicftl  Epistle/  publUbed  im  4to.,  March,  1782.— <?OHniaBA«. 
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iook  away  from  tbe  sofferefB  all  knowledge,  all  conflcioiianeBS  of  firt 
crimes  they  had  committed  P 

The  hour  presses,  and  I  most  finish,  thongh  I  have  a  fhousaiid 
ihings  more  to  say ;  bat  if  ever  persuasion  were  to  attend  my  words, 
I  should  wish  it  were  now,  when  I  would  tempt  you  to  town, 
lliere  is  a  gleam  of  some  good  amidst  douds  of  evils  hanging  ofsr 
us — would  you  be  out  of  the  way  of  contributing  a  finger  towards 
dispelling  them  P  At  least,  come  and  see  how  the  moment  is  lost 
or  cast  away. 

I  rejoice  on  Mr.  Burgh's  intended  'OcmimeDtaiy'  on  your  Ghuden: 
audi  things  will  survive  whatever  perishes,  and  may  last  till  tfaii 
island  is  ranked  among  the  nations  again. — ^I  have  written  in  snoh  a 
hurry,  I  don't  know  whether  you  can  read  me. 


S1S3.    TO  THB  KBY.  WILLIAM  IIASOK. 

Berhdeif  Sq[mare,  Mmrdi  IB,  1781 

When  I  came  home  last  night  (after  I  had  sent  away  my  letter) 
I  found  your  present  of  an  old  Cheshire  cheese  on  my  table,  whidi 
I  could  not  send  for,  as  you  had  not  told  me  the  carrier's  name. 
Though  I  never  sup,  I  could  not  help  eating  a  whole  luncheon  of  it, 
and,  without  compliment,  never  tasted  better.  I  was  diverted  too 
with  the  pains  you  had  taken  to  pack  it  up,  which  I  should  have 
thought  an  e£fort  beyond  your  patience ;  but  there  is  nothing  you 
cannot  do  from  Qardemng  to  preserving  the  mould  of  an  old  cheese. 
As  I  am  not  a  glutton  by  nature,  I  cannot  enjoy  it  alone ;  and  yet  I 
doubt  there  is  so  much  of  it  rotten  that  few  but  epicures  will  rdtth 
it  However,  the  parts  that  are  sound  are  exquisite,  and  must  be 
delicious  to  all  who  love  cheese.  They  who  do  not,  would  be  dioked 
with  it,  it  is  so  strong — yet  that  is  certainly  a  merit,  and  will  make 
it  keep  the  longer,  and  ^ows  with  what  good  cream  it  was  made. 
I  beg  your  pardon  for  saying  so  much  on  a  cheese,  but  gratitude 
does  not  weigh  the  materials  of  a  present  but  the  intention,  and 
when  a  gift  is  perfectiy  to  my  taste,  as  this  is,  I  am  more  thankful 
than  for  a  piece  of  plate  whose  value  consists  in  its  heaviness,  and 
not  in  the  fashion. 

I  must  now  jump  from  the  dairy  to  literature.  Soame  Jenyns's 
book  is  a  ckefd^iBWort  of  impudent  profligacy — at  least  the  seventh 
diapter  on  Gt>vemment  and  Civil  Liberty  is  so.  It  contains  a 
direct  attack  on  liberty,  and  tells  the  people  that  they  have  a  right  in 
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terbolent  and  fiustiooB  tbnw  to  call  fer  aiUtrary  power.  This  is 
more  direct  than  eyen  Macpherson,  Jokofloiiy  or  Sir  John  Dal- 
rymple  have  gone.  The  clergy  will  forgive  his  nndennining  the 
New  Teetamenty  if  he  can  give  them  despotism  in  its  place.  I 
wish  yon  would  persuade  Mr.  Burgh  to  answer  this  galley-slaye : 
nobody  is  more  capaUci  no^  nor  of  confiiting  his  whole  book,  wfaicli 
18  a  very  small  one^  It  would  be  nsefiil  too  to  nnravel  his  irony, 
whidi  is  mighty  creditable  to  his  patron  Lord  Hardwicke,  that 
housekeeper  to  the  Chnrohy  and  of  whom  one  thinks  with  horror 
when  one  recoUeots,  fliat  after  driving  his  brother  to  despair  for 
accepting  the  Seals»  he  and  his  other  brothers  are  the  most  servile 
advocates  for  a  court  which  the  Earl  treated  COiarles  [Yorke]  with 
such  faittemees  for  consenting  to  serve. 


ilSt.    TO  THX  SABL  OF  HABOOUBT.> 
Kt  sir  Lou>:  March  17, 1788. 

I  AM  sadi  a  conrtier  and  trimmer  fliat  I  beg  you  to  intercede 

with  Lady  Haroonrt  to  excuse  me  from  waiting  on  her  this  evening ; 

you  will  sui^ect  it  is,  that  I  may  meet  the  Prince  of  Wales  at  Lady 

Hertford's.    Thai  would  be  like  me,  but  for  once  it  is  a  contrary 

reason.    In  short,  I  do  not  mean  to  go  to  Lady  Hertford's,  and,  as  I 

promised  I  would,  she  might  take  it  ill  if  I  should  be  at  Lady 

Haroourf  s  and  not  go  to  her  afterwards.    Four  days  in  a  week 

royally  thrown  away,  content  my  appetite  for  courts,  and  I  will 

fmbaik  no  forther  tUl  the  Ghancdlor  is  sent  to  fetch  me.     Then  all 

my  ambition  may  break  out,  and  I  may  cease  to  be  Lady  Harcourf  • 

und  your  Lordship's  most  devoted. 

Hob.  Walpolb. 

S184.    TO  SIB  HOBAGE  KANN. 

BifMty /S^tfOTi,  JTorcA  SI,  1782. 

I  loiD  you  on  Tuesday  that  I  would  not  write  by  this  post,  and 
was  to  go  out  of  town  to-morrow.  You  will  excuse  my  breaking 
a  promise  that  you  did  not  desire  me  to  keep,  especially  when  I  have 
so  big  a  revolution  to  tell  you.  Out  of  town  I  cannot  go,  for  it  has 
snowed  all  the  evening,  nor  am  I  so  perfectly  incurious  as  not  to  like  te 

1  K«w  fint  jmbltohed.— C<ninv«BAH. 
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hear  flie  mmovrs  of  ibe  hour;  fer  as  to  seMleiiio&ty  I  believe  I  miglit 
be  abaent  two  days  and  not  find  it  come  to  a  ocaMLsiefice^— but  I 
leooUeot  that  yon  do  not  know  wbat  has  happened,  and  may  bate  « 
litUe  onrioaitv  too* 

Well  I  yesteiday»  as  a  repetition  of  the  late  motion,  aomewhst 
▼ariedy  was  on  the  point  of  being  made  in  the  House  of  Commoni, 
Lord  North  rose,  and  declared  the  whole  AdministrBtion  w« 
dissolyed. 

Yon  are  not  to  imagine  ihat  this  dedaration  was  made  in  oenso 
qnenoe  of  any  negotiation,  treaty,  compromise,  or  management  Ob, 
no !  all  treaty  had  been  broken  o£F;  and  that  pdssant  A^ninistr»- 
tion,  that  had  swept  away  ererytiung  before  it-^  home^  have  laid 
down  their  anns  without  being  beaten,  and  without  any  conditaons. 
Such  a  surrender,  not  imagined  even  in  idea  at  Christmas,  is  yeiy 
noveL  Not  a  month  is  passed  since  Gfeneral  Conway's  suocessfiil 
motion ;  not  that  he  is  entitled  to  all  the  glory.  Lord  Comwallis's 
defeat  had  certainly  opened  many  eyes,  which  had  been  obstinately 
shut  to  all  our  other  defeats  and  losses ;  and  an  intriguing  faction  in 
the  Ministry,  who  did  not  foresee  tiie  discomfit  they  wefe  bringing  on 
tbemselyes,  had  disjointed  their  combined  powers,  and  giv^ 
encouragement  to  the  Opposition*  When  scmie  of  the  Ministers  had 
declared  the  recoyery  of  America  impoesible,  otheiB,  who  had  been 
hilled  asleep  by  that  yision,  found  tbeore  was  m<»e  truth  in  that 
reyelation  than  they  would  belieye  from  opponents.  These  steps 
made,  Mr.  Conway's  motion  easily  found  its  way.  ^fliis  is  a  brief, 
but,  I  belieye,  a  yery  true  account  of  what  has  passed* 

For  what  is  to  come,  I  am  Ceut  firom  being  able  to  giye  you  as  just 
a  yiew.  At  four  o'clock  to-day  not  flie  smallest  adyaoice  had  been 
made  towards  a  new  establishmeni  On  that  head  it  is  not  proper 
to  say  more.  I  shall  haye  eighteen  or  twenty  hours  before  ^lis 
goes  away  to  tell  you,  if  anything  new  finds  its  way  to  the  public 

Li  your  last  you  thanked  me  for  the  adyioe  I  gaye  your  nephew, 
which  he  was  so  wise  as  to  follow,  and  which  preyed  to  haye  been 
such  good  adyioe.  It  was  not  solely  giyen  for  his  own  sake.  I 
certainly  had  ycm  in  my  eye  too»  But»  thouj^  my  own  principles 
are  yery  determined,  no  party  yiews  haye  oyer,  at  will,  induce  ma 
to  giye  insidious  counsel  to  a  friend  who  asks  my  opinion,  nor  haye 
I  once  allowed  myself  to  seduce  a  son  (and  I  look  on  your  nephew 
as  your  son)  to  act  contrary  to  the  indinatioa  and  s^timents  of  his 
parent ;  I  should  think  it  most  dishonourable.  When  your  nephew, 
two  years  ago,  brought  oyer  opiaioDa  that  I  thought  would  grieye 
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yon,  I  told  hiiil  fhat>  thoa^li  fhey  were  6oxifermable  to  my  own,  I 
ooold  not  enooorage  hitn  in  thetn ;  yet  on  neithei^  of  these  oooasions 
did  I  even  hint  to  yon,  when  it  might  Idok  like  making  oourt  to  the 
late  Ministers,  not  certainly  did  t  act  thns  d  leur  intention. 

Well  I  I  reyert  to  my  old  wishes  imd  prayers  fo'c  peace  I  If  that 
arises  ont  of  the  present  ehiMS,  beneckeUef  England's  titoqnillity 
and  wei&ie  ai:e  all  my  objects.  I  cate  liot  Who  Vbid  Mimstets  shall 
be»  provided  they  do  but  keep  those  points  in  view.  My  dislike  of 
ma  late  measures  was  founded  on  no  personal  ihtei^ests ;  nor,  should 
my  nearest  fiiends  be  again  employed,  as  they  were  in  1766, 
shall  I  be  a  jot  more  a  gainer  than  I  was  then.  You  were  the 
only  person  then  for  whdm  I  asked  a  sii^le  ftvour'-dne  more  than 
I  should  ask  now.  The  cololir  of  my  life  has  been  disinterested. 
It  shall  not  be  oontaminated  in  its  dregs. 

If  othing — nothing  at  all  is  settled.  To-da/s  report  is,  that  Lord 
fihelbume  was  yesterday  two  hours  with  the  King.  If  Lord 
Shelbume  und^rtokes,  who  will  carry  very  little  strength  but  ample 
tmpopularity,  I  shall  think  him  bolder  than  wise,  and  will  venture 
for  once  to  foretell,  that  he  will  only  share  in  the  defeat  of  his 
enemies,  instead  of  partaking  the  victory  of  his  allies.  Thus  t  must 
leave  you  in  ihcelrtitude ;  but  it  is  no  more  than  we  are — ^if  that  is 
imy  0(nnt>6ntoti6n.    Adieu  I 


8180.    TO  THB  BBY.  WILUAK  MA80K, 

You  and  I  shall  no#,  I  thinks  agree  on  one  great  pomt,  as  I  trosi 
we  do  cm  xtaioA  other8  s  jou  will  allow  that  the  Oeostitation  is  not 
quite  gone  when  the  House  of  ChNnmtibs  in  two  months  overtutna  «b 
AdministratioQ  that  h^  taken  itedi  doep  rooi  Ih  one  word,  Loid 
Norths  at  tiie  head  of  the  ikierdenaiies^  laid  down  hid  arms  yesterday 
and  surrendered  &t  discretioni  the  Oppositum  having  refosed  to  listen 
to  any  overtures  tiU  the  cenitittttional  piteliiftitirtriea  that  they 
demanded  were  granted. 

This  is  precisely  all  I  know,  not  how  the  tahrendeir  was  deter- 
mififld ;  perhaps  firom  the  timidity  of  the  Ministers  who  might  sec^ 
that  obsionaoy  in  the  last  reaoft  would  draw  tenfold  dangenr  on  their 
heads.    In  short,  the  Boyal  yacht  was  ezpeditbg  at  Deptford !    Still 


I 
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J  ahould  not  wonder  if  no  new  arrangement  yet  took  jiacef  pnmdfid 
any  of  the  last  set  oould  be  hardy  enou^  to  rally. 

Who  are  to  be  the  new  Ministers  P  I  neither  know  nor  care— I 
mean  from  personal  attachments.  If  the  new  mean  and  attempi  weU, 
I  hope  all  the  friends  to  their  conntry  will  assist  and  sapport  fliem, 
ay,  and  have  patience,  for  everything  cannot  be  effected  at  once; 
nor  anything  but  a  restoration  of  the  State  Ministers  if  there  is  aaj 
division  amongst  the  friends  of  their  conntry.  This  is  what  every 
art  will  be  used  to  procure:  it  has  been  the  grand  nostrum  of 
the  whole  system  and  will  be  doubly  exerted  when  they  have  lost 
the  Treasury. 

Time  I  have  not  to  write  more  did  I  know  more ;  nor  shall  I 
know  more  than  the  rest  of  the  town ;  for  no  change  shall  ever  make 
me  connected  with  any  Administrationi  though  I  will  reverence  any 
that  retrieves  Liberty.  I  have  the  comfort  of  seeing  that  America 
may  be  fi'ea  if  it  wilL  It  is  the  only  country  that  ever  had  an 
opportunity  of  choosing  its  constitution  at  once :  it  may  take  the  best 
one  that  ever  was,  ours,  and  correct  its  defects.  I  have  been  inter- 
rupted again,  for  everybody  is  running  about  the  town  to  hear  or 
teU,  and  this  house  is  in  the  way  of  everybody.  But  I  cannot  conclude 
without  thanking  you  agaiu  for  your  present,  which  is  more  k>  my 
taste  than  ever  present  was.  It  is  high-flavoured  to  the  most 
exquisite  degree ;  in  short,  I  cannot  express  a  quarter  of  what  I 
think.    I  do  not  know  that  you  ever  pleased  me  more. 

Thank  God  I  Thank  Godf  what  remains  of  this  country  and 
constitution  may  be  saved :  no  art  or  industry  has  been  employed  to 
divide  and  break  the  Opposition.  Lord  Shelbume  has  resisted  nobly 
and  wisely,  and  they  ^umph  together.  The  Court  has  yielded 
sompletely — ^though  not  till  this  morning,  when  it  had  not  above 
&ree  hours  left  to  hold  out  Yesterday  a  struggle  was  made  to  add 
Lords  Gbwer  and  Weymouth  to  the  new  Cabinet :  even  they  are 
given  up,  and  I  should  think  by  Lord  Weymouth's  usual  pol- 
troonery. The  c<»istitutional  points  are  granted.  The  new  Cabinet 
are  to  be  Lord  Thurlow,  CSianceUor  {tant  pis) ;  Lord  Camden, 
President ;  Lord  Rockingham,  first  Lord  of  ttie  Treasury ;  Admiral 
Keppel,  of  the  Admiralty ;  General  Conway,  Commander  in  Chief; 
Lord  Shelbume,  and  Charles  Fox,  Secretaries  of  State,  to  whom  are 
to  be  added  the  Duke  of  Richmond  as  Master  of  the  Ordnance,  and 
Lord  John  Cavendish,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  not  a  word 


irei]  V)  THS  RIT.  MB.  MASdK.  ltd 

litti  been  said  of  the  oilier  places,  nor  do  I  care  a  straw  who  has 
them.  The  Citadel  in  general  is  well  garrisoned ;  and  as  they  can 
not  hope  for  £EtToi|r  they  most  stand  on  national  groand.  I  have 
not  time  to  say  a  syllable  more.  I  oonld  tell  yon  yery  canons 
passages  bnt  cannot  write  them.  Firay  be  reconciled  to  the  House  of 
CJommons — ^I  am  sure  this  is  not  the  Loir^%  doing — ^though  it  ia 
marFellons  in  our  eyes«    Adieu. 


aiSS.    TO  THE  GOUNTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

jTovYiA  81,  irsi. 

It  was  most  obliging,  Madam,  to  send  me  the  news,  though  I 
happened  to  be  gone  to  the  Princess.  I  did  not,  indeed,  expect  to 
live  to  see  the  Achninistration  demolished.  I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
mistaken  in  flunking  the  moment  not  ripe  for  their  £Edl.  Their 
haying  laid  down  their  arms,  before  a  capitulation  made,  is  a  yery 
fityourable  circumstance ;  and  if  their  successors  are  wise,  may  be 
lamed  to  good  account,  if,  instead  of  paying  Court  for  pardon, 
ttiey  take  care  to  be  aboye  wanting  ii  If  they  imitate  tihie  last 
Ministers,  they  will  make  way  for  them  again,  and  will  fall  less 
pitied,  and  still  less  deserring  pity. 


8187.    TO  THE  BET.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

Mwnk  8S,  17S1 

nnu  fiv  our  anu  !»▼•  with  ■necew  beoi  atowned. 
And  Borne  in  teunk 

I  WAS  in  the  right ;  I  told  you  diyision  would  be  attempted,  and 
80  it  has  been,  Ijord  Rockingham's  constitutional  demands  not 
preying  palatable.  On  Thursday  eyening  Lord  Shelbume  was  sent 
fcr  to  a  house  in  the  Park,*  and  after  a  parley  of  three  hours, 
iedined;  next  morning  Lord  Gk)wer  was  tried:  ditto.  At  four 
•'dock  to-day,  and  this  is  Saturday,  no  new  step  had  been  taken.  If 
flie  white  flag  is  not  hung  out  this  eyening  or  to-morrow,  I  do  not 
know  what  may  not  happen  on  Monday,  nothing  that  will  break 
your  heart  or  mine.     These  yain  struggles  haye  hampered  ten 

1  Qaeen*!  Hoqm,  on  the  ilie  of  which  now  (1858)  sUndi  Bnokingham  PalAoeL— 
Cinaruaniji. 


tbotusand  tiniflB  more:  Lord  Bodkuxghaai  may  fiidate  Uci  oVtt 
terms.  The  Erse  nation  10  fdrioiu  at  Lord  Korth  t  l^gal  himseif 
[Macphenlon]  told  him,  ^'Bemembet,  my  Ldrd^  I  do  Hot  des^ 

George  Selwyii  iteid  an  ez6eUeiit  thing  f  other  i^ghi  domebod]r 
at  *  White's'  miasing  Eeene  and  WiUiamsi  Loid  Nor&'^  confidants^ 
asked  where  they  were  P  **  Sitting  up  with  the  ooirpse,  I  snppoee^" 
said  Selwyn.  This  was  quite  in  character  for  him,  who  has  been 
joled  willi  for  loTing  to  see  executions  and  dead  bodies. 

Mr.  Warton's  answer  to  Milles  and  Bryant  is  oome  out.  There 
IS  good  in  it»  but  he  does  not  unfdd  his  arguments  sufficiently,  and, 
I  tfainki  does  tot  take  off  one  or  twoof  Bryanf  s  strongest  arguments. 
At  the  end  he  shows  that  the  Dean  has  strangely  disguised  the 
material  affair  of  blacking  the  parchments.  This  I  take  to  be  the 
detection  Mr.  Nichols  announced.  It  is  no  wonder  that  Mr.  Warton's 
answer  appeared  flat  to  me,  it  certainly  is  not  the  best  answer 
that  has  appeared. 

If  your  own  curiosity  will  not  lead  you  to  town,  it  would  be  in 
vain  for  me  to  solicit  you.  Folks  generally  wish  they  could  hare 
lived  in  historic  moments,  instead  of  reading  them.  There  is  a 
double  reason  for  being  witness  to  them,  when  one  can,  which  is, 
that  they  who  can  be  spectators,  cannot  be  readers,  for  the  stoiy  is 
not  written  till  they  are  dead.  It  is  true,  most  things  are  in  news- 
papers now  as  soon  as  they  happen,  but  so  are  ten  thousand  things 
that  hare  not  happened,  and  who  can  winnow  them,  but  on  the  spot  P 
I  pity  posterity,  who  will  not  be  able  to  discern  a  thousandth  part  of 
the  lies  of  Macpherson  and  Bate ;  but  I  do  not  pity  you  who  might 
know  better  if  youploaaod*  However,  I  wiQ  not  scold  you  so  much 
as  you  deserve,  because  I  neyer  can  praise  you  6  ^[uattor  so  much  as 
you  deserve.    Adieu  I 

P.&  Vogue  la  galet$  !  v.  my  last* 


*    4rO  tal  BOV.  HOftAOt  WlLFOLl. 

AsUm,  March  28, 1782. 

I  HATi  two  letten  to  tluuik  7011  tor,  oii«  by  the  post  uid  Another  by  a  pri?ml* 
lutfid,  tnd  I  fenppoee  it  likely  that  a  third  !■  on  thd  road,  ia  I  hare  not  yet  heiud  from 
jenfielfanytiiingooaieemingthedaeiBiTeeTentof  the20th.  However,  I  wiU  Aot  «aii 
for  that,  at  I  slutll  not  probably  have  time  to  answer  it  to-morrow  by  the  retom  of 
the  poet  I  think  everything  that  this  poor  country  has  now  to  hope  depends  on  a 
thoroaf^  sweep.  If  there  be  any  eompnoniae  whaterer,  I  own  for  myain^  I  ttiXL 
mpeet  little  permanent  good.    I  wiah  thenfoie  Lord  North  had  held  ontlooger,  that 
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Jk0»My  iS^df^  JfdrBl  H 178S. 

It  10  natural  for  people  to  condude,  ihati  when  a  whole  Adminis- 
tration is  dissolyed,  another  should  he  appointed  in  its  room*    You 

ihe  (h>podtion  bj  being  ttUl  more  exaspented,  had  been  more  firmly  onlted.  Oilier 
MkM  I  hope  will  be  more  firm  (I  think  that  ia  the  term  when  applied  aa  I  mean  it)  and 
thai  firmneia  magr  anawer  the  aame  geod  pnrpoaa.  1  mpipoae  thia  preeent  week  will 
be  more  pregnant  with  important  events  than  any  the  nation  haa  beheld  ainoe  1688  ; 
nerertheleas,  I  tian  r&j  pMloeophicany  stay  here  and  satisfy  myself  with  the  intelli- 
genee  aent  om  by  yon  and  a  few  other  good  friends. 

I  am  sorry  that  yon  and  I  retain  different  sentiments  oonoemiog  the  only  political 
measure  in  which  I  ever  publicly  concerned  myself.  However,  I  perceive  yon  have 
eandonr  enoogh  to  think,  that  whatever  I  hare  done  or  may  do  in  that  matter 
prooeeda  from  an  upright  intention.  1  mean  to  go  to  York  in  Baater  weak  to  oar 
next  committee  meeting,  and  indeed  had  I  been  in  town  I  should  now  have  thought 
it  neceasaty  to  have  gone  down  thither,  though  a  much  longer  Journey,  In  order  to 
hare  preaemd,  what  I  hope  I  ahall  ever  preserve,  the  character  of  eonslatsney. 

I  hope  to  see  Soame  Jenyns'  book  soon,  and  have  already  intimated  to  Mr.  Buxgh 
your  wishes  on  that  head,  which  I  don't  doubt  he  will  attend  to.  Sir  Joshua 
Baynolda  has  at  h^t  aent  me  his  Notea :  they  are  well  written,  and  I  think  will  be 
ef  aervioe  to  the  Art  I  mean  to  put  them  to  pieaa  whan  I  go  to  York>  so  thai  I 
hope  the  whole  book  will  be  ready  for  next  winter. 

Ton  praise  the  cheese  I  sent  yon  so  much  that  I  wish 

It  had  been  StiHea  for  yov  sake; ' 

it  waa  the  beat  however  thai  sneh  a  ooimtry  mouse  as  I  eould  send  yon.  I  fkney 
thoqgh  yon  will  find  fcw  folks  th«t  will  relish  or  even  taate  it  at  pieaani,  th^f  have 
better  dainties  to  feast  on.  I  wish  however  you  would  make  the  experiment  on  Ix>rd 
Haroonrt,  who  never  I  bellete  eat  a  bit  of  that  sort  of  rotten  cheese  in  his  life,  and 
wttl  turn  up  his  neevai  it  TeB  him  from  me  it  de«s  not  stink  half  so  mnch  aa  4 
great  deal  of  French  cheese  which  he  is  so  fond  ofl 

In  one  of  my  letters  I  had  an  account  that  the  l^yat  yachta  are  preparing  for  imme- 
diate service.  What  can  this  meant  it  cannot  be  news  to  yon,  if  it  h,  yOu  may  know 
It  from  the  peraui  who  told  yen  that  he  eould  forward  a  letter  from  you  to 

Your  moat  obliged  servant* 
And  ^cere  friend, 

W.  Maaow. 

JfarcA24. 

P.8.  Tour  expected  third  letter  is  arrived,  but  1  must  own  1  cannot  impute  so  much 
ta  the  Houaa  ef  Commons  as  yon  do«  Ths7  hanra  turned  out  a  Ministry  I  grant  yon^ 
but  only  because  that  Ministry  could  not  pay  up  to  the  expense  of  a  minority ;  not 
from  any  intrinsic  power  in  the  Opposition.  There  are  bounds  to  corruption  aa  to  the 
sea ;  to  ilar  can  it  go  and  no  forther.  those  bicmtads  ire  sooner  come  at  than  I  expected, 
ftr  I  tbottght  that  the  nation  might  hate  Anawef«d  0V«n  a  third  lolui,  irhich  I  find  it 
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and  I,  who  have  liyed  longer  fhan  the  greater  part,  have  seen  tiiiies 
when  that  has  not  been  the  caseforweeks;  bnt  this  inter-ministenam 
has  been  much  shorter.  On  Wednesday  the  sentence  passed  on  the 
hite  Ministers.  On  Thursday  evening  Lord  Shelbnme  was  sent  fiv 
to  the  Queen's  House.  What  passed  has  been  kept  secret ;  except 
that  he  acquainted  Lord  Rockingham  by  message  that  he  had  not 
violated  their  union.  Friday  and  Saturday  passed  without  the 
public  learning  any  news  of  an  arrangement.  On  Sunday  momingi 
Lord  Shelbume  notified  to  Lord  BocUngham,  that  all  his  Lordshq>'i 
constitutional  demands  were  granted,  with  carte  blanche  for  ths 
removal  and  substitution  of  persons,  and  that  all  that  was  required 
was  the  introduction  of  Lords  Gower  and  Weymouth  into  the 
Cabinet  The  Marquis  was  not  pleased  at  Lord  SheUbume's  having 
the  honour  of  being  the  negotiator,  instead  of  transacting  his  own 
business  himself;  nor  could  digest  a  Cabinet  in  which,  if  Lord 
Shelbume  should  take  a  devious  path,  and  in  which  he  would 
command  a  voice  or  two  more,  the  majority  would  not  depend  on 
the  Prime  Minister.  The  Marquis's  friends  saw  that  he  was  falling 
into  a  snare  that  might  have  been  laid  to  divide  the  party ;  and 
prevailed,  though  with  great  difiBiculfy,  to  waive  the  jealousy  of  tht 
negotiator,  but  to  resist  the  eccentric  recommendation  of  the  two 
other  Lords.  On  that  plan.  Lord  Rockingham,  at  six  on  Sunday 
evening,  accepted  the  gracious  offers,  provided  sudi  a  Cabinet 
(as  he  stated  in  a  given  List)  should  be  accorded.  This  answer  was 
transmitted  to  Lord  Shelbume,  and  by  him  conveyed  accordingly. 
The  time  pressed :  the  House  of  Commons  was  to  meet  on  Monday, 
and  were  not  in  a  mood  to  be  dallied  with.  Pmdence  prevailed,  and 
prevented — no  matter  now  what;  all  was  granted  and  ceded  thai 
Lord  Rockingham  asked.  He  accepted ;  and  Mr.  Dunning,  Lord 
Shelbume's  friend,  moved  by  authority ^  that  the  House  should 
adjoum  till  Wednesday,  deolaiing  that  an  arrangement  was  ready 
to  be  made. 

Here  is  the  list  of  the  Cabinet — Lord  Thurlow  to  remain  Chan- 
cellor; Lord  Camden,  President;  Lord  Rockingham,  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury;  General  Conway,  Commander-in-Chief;  Admiral 
Eeppel,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty ;  Lord  Shelbume  and  CSiarlea 


not  the  mm,  I  hetrtU j  hope  thti  the  next  Minirtry,  if  it  meMii  to  proeoed  on  th^ 
aune  pUn  (and  T  fiaer  it  Ium  not  one  at  preient  nmeh  better)  maj  ftnd  some  other 
ieheme  than  loana  to  amnie  an  nnsnllied  nation.  More  newa  piaj  t  more,  more^ 
more,  more,  more.    I  prayed  to-daj  (ex  qfido)  at  ohorch,  and  I  pnjed  Himtiff  for 
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Fox,  Secretaries  of  State ;  the  Duke  of  Graftoiiy  Priyy  Seal ;  wifli 
ihe  Dnke  of  Bichmond,  Master  of  the  Ordnance ;  and  Lord  John 
Cavendishy  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  to  hare  seats  in  the 
Cabinet  This  is  all  I  know,  and  all  I  shall  seek  to  know.  I  am 
totally  indi£Eeient  abont  the  arrangement  of  places,  and  hate  details 
00  much,  that  I  am  ^ing  out  of  town  to  aroid  discussions  and 
reports. 

Weill  this  reroltttion  is  so  surprising,  and  by  me  so  nnexpected, 
that  I  can  only  say,  with  a  change  in  a  Scripture  phrase,  **  This  is 
not  the  Lard's  doing,  bnt  the  Conmumt^,  and  it  is  marrellons  in  our 
eyes !''  If  it  prodaces  ihe  two  points  I  have  at  heart,  the  recoyery 
dp  the  Constitation  (which  it  appears  by  this  spirit  in  the  House  ct 
Commons  was  not  qnite  gone)  and  peace,  I  shidl  be  content,  and  wiU 
never  think  on  politics  more.  What  has  a  man  to  do  with  them 
who  nerer  felt  a  titOlation  of  ambition  P  The  spurit  of  liberty  alone 
has  made  me  at  any  time  attend  to  them ;  for  life  withont  freedom 
has  bnt  a  narrower  or  a  wider  prison.  Hononrsmake  one  a  dare  to 
etiquette,  and  power  to  solicitation.  A  private  man  who  is  imcon- 
tronled  is  emperor  of  himself.  I  am  going  to  my  country  palace; 
which  is  the  best  enjoyment  that  the  greatest  momurdi  knows. 

Having  dispatched  a  revolution,  I  must  now  trouble  you  on  a  private 
melancholy  affair :  Oeneral  Conway  has  heard  from  Mrs.  Damer, 
Chat  her  aunt  Lady  William  Campbell '  is  much  out  of  order.  I 
immediately  advised  Mr.  Conway  to  write,  and  recommend  to 
Mrs.  Damer  to  carry  her  aunt  directly  to  Florence,  where  you  could 
be  of  the  greatest  comfort  and  assistance  to  them,  and  could  best 
contrive  means  of  sending  Lady  William  home  by  sea  from  Leghorn, 
in  as  safe  a  manner  as  may  be  at  this  moment.  He  has  done  so* 
and  begs  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  give  Mrs.  Damer  your  advice  in 
this  and  any  other  point;  especially  of  a  physician,  if  there  is  any 
Dr.  Cocchi  at  Florence.  He  desires,  too,  that  you  will  supply  her 
with  what  money  she  wants,  and  draw  upon  him  directly. 

Si  Kit's  has  followed  Minorca  I  It  is  sad :  yet  let  us  save  the 
Constitution,  and  I  shall  not  die  broken-hearted.  If  England  is 
free,  and  America  free,  though  disonited,  the  whole  earth  will  not 
be  in  vassalage. 

*  Wife  of  LoidWUliimCampb^^youigwi  brother  of  tlMDo^ 
AilMbiiiy.    Lad  J  WUUmh  wm  an  Amuimxk,  bom  im  the  proTinoe  of  Carolina^  id 
wbkb  Lord  WilUam  had  boon  goromor.— Walfou. 


IM  HOSiOS  WAJ4POIJPS  LRTBRa  p78k 


%k99.    TO  TBI  HBV.  WILLUK  MAflON. 

Most  oeitainly  I  do  not  agree  witb  yon  in  thinking,  that  the 
House  of  Commona  turned  oat  the  late  Ministers  solely  because  the 
l|i^r  had  not  JMnej  enough  to  purchase  the  former ;  this  I  cannot 
ppssihly  agree  to,  heo^use  I  know  to  the  oontrsry.  The  House  of 
Conunons  haTo  that  merit ;  it  cannot  be  denied  to  them ;  and  it  is 
i|i  trua^  that  the  Housq  did  this,  though  the  Hajority  had  been 
iKiqghti  and  though  there  was  money  enough*  and  enough  was 
offered  to  Wy  them  OTer  tigain :  but  for  this  time  they  had  virtue 
Qoough  to  iqeot  it^  and  you  axe  bound  as  a  Divine  to  accept  those 
^fbo  hftfo  come  in  at  eleven  and  three  quarters  o'clock. 

In  another  point  I  was  quite  of  your  opinion :  I  wished  the 
contest  to  last  longer,  but  the  victory  has  been  so  complete  by  the 
other  aida  holding  out  to  eleven  and  three  quarters  toO|  that  three 
months  longer  could  xu)t  have  added  to  ii  This  was  owing  to  Lord 
Bockingham's  own  single  firmness.  He  first  would  not  hear  of  a 
treaty,  till  his  five  national  and  constitutional  points  were  granted, 
and  at  last  regaqted  every  reservei,  and  thus  has  triumphed  without 
the  shadow  of  a  compromise  of  any  sort.  This  is  most  religiously 
truie ;  he  deserves  all  praia^  and  all  support;  and  I  do  think  you 
wiU  beUeve  me,  who  think  very  meanly  of  his  abilities,  and  have 
noi^  nor  ever  shall  hava  even  distant  or  indirect  connection  with 
him,  and  who  hi|ve  cai3se  to  be  displeased  with  him  for  more  than 
personal  rudeness  to  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester ;  but  Princes  and 
Itinistem  are  all  alike  tome;  I  will  do  justice  to  them  indifferently, 
tnd  prefer  my  country  wd.its  liher^  to  either  and  to  both. 

I  do  beseech  fiotf,  wholpve  both  an  well  as  I  do,  not  to  change  your 
epinioot  hut  to  iMt  with  prudence  md  temper,  and  not  gratify  the 
public  enemies  with  whai  they  are  labouring  to  effect,  disunion 
IMnoBg  the  friends  ef  their  country;  If  the  new  Ministers  disappoint 
our  hopes  by  their  own  faults,  they  deserve  no  mercy,  but  let  them 
be  tried.  They  have  everjrthing  to  undo  and  to  do,  and  remember, 
that  viitnci  is  ihmjt  only  instrument.  Mr.  Ooaaway  wisely  and 
honestly  warned  them  in  puUio,  that  they  must  not  fight  even 
enemies  with  the  weapon  corruption.  They  must, '  therefore,  be 
reasoned  with,  as  they  must  reason  with  the  nation.     Gbod  sense 
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wilt  liav9  woigbt  wiib  a  yirM^s  A^2^^u|tratiiaaf  if  ih^  sre  not  • 
Tirtupu^  (mo^^Or<*pro  nobis. 

X  Bja  going  to  Strawberry  to  repose  after  fhia  oopflict^  and  to 
avoid  fl^  gos^ping  of  the  town  on  the  disposition  of  plans  about 
wbiol^  I  dp  not  oare  a  straw,  nQr  know  one  beyond  the  Cabinet 
There  are  Marions  iteiias  of  retrospect  that  I  should  wish»  but  whieh 
I  dare  to  say  will  be  forgotten  or  thought  obsolete  in  the  multi- 
plioity  of  greater  objeots,  nor  shall  I  hare  vow  m  ^h^pUre.  Mr. 
C!onway  and  the  Duke  of  Biohmond  are  the  only  two  with  whom 
X  hare  qiQre  ^h^  ^vil  intercourse,  and  that  I  shall  let  dwindle, 
with  the  others,  now  they  are  Ministers.  In  shorti  I  oan  now  go  tQ 
Strawberry  without  anxiety. 

You  ask  for  more,  and  mori^  and  more.  X  oould  satisfjr  you,  but 
not  in  a  letter,  nor  would  you  belieye  me  easily,  though  you  do  not 
want  fidth  in  the  sort  of  tUnga  I  should  tell  yom.  As  to  promotioiifl 
and  such  mMreSy  I  have  told  you  I  do  not  trouble  my  head  about 
them.  In  all  probability  I  shall  see  muoh  mpre  of  my  neiighbour  at 
Bushy,  Lord  North,  than  of  any  MinistcF.  He  is  yery  good  eom^ 
pany.  I  cannot  be  suspected  of  paying  court^  which  X  never  did  in, 
his  power;  and  though  I  haye  a  very  bad  opinioB  of  him  as  a 
Minister,  he  is  so  totally  out  of  &your  as  weU  aa  out  of  place,  that, 
ilieihinks,  IJiat  negative  merit  has  its  value* 

Perhaps  everythingl  hare  been  saying  is  useless :  perhaps  it  may 
not  sigi^  a  rush  what  our  speculatiTe  opiniaBS  may  bew  Sinea 
I  wrote  yesterday  the  former  part  gf  this,  I  doubt  whether  the  panio 
is  not  recovered  so  much,  as  to  intend  not  to  let  the  now  setfl^nent 
take  pla^  at  9llt  I  cannot  explain  further«  and  desire  yen  to  keep 
this  to  younel^  but  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if  the  laying  do^rai  thai 
arms  without  any  condition  was  not  a  feint,  an  ambuscade  of  a  very 
serious  nature.  However,  the  oflier  side  is  neither  blinded  nor  off 
tkeir  guard,  lliey  see,  too,  fliat  flicy  have  notUng  to  expect  but 
every  possible  insincerity  and  treachery  even  if  allowed  to  proceeds 
which,  I  repeat,  I  doubt,  though  the  principals  aie  to  kiss  handa  it^ 
day ;  but  we  shall  find  that  there  is  another  House  that  will  want 
correction  muph  more  than  that  of  the  Commons.  The  present 
temper  of  the  latter  should  be  encouraged,  not  reviled  nor  split  into 
different  opimons,  for  its  weight  alone  can  bear  down  that  of  the 
other.  If  i  do  not  q^eak  sense  and  truth,  yen  wiU  scoff  my  ideas» 
and  if  I  do  not  hereafter  convince  you  that  I  have  acted  on  your 
own  principles,  you  will  have  reason  to  think  me  a  rascal ;  I  have 
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dreaded  sometlimg  worse  than  I  haye  hinted  at,  though  some  time 
ago  I  did  absolutely  tell  you  I  had  fears.  When  I  see  yon  I  wiQ 
tinfold  what  I  cannot  giro  jon  a  glimpse  of  now,  and  which  wiL 
show  you  that  I  have  acted  yery  differently  from  what  would  be 
believed.  Bring  this  letter  with  you,  and  I  will  imrayel  all ;  but 
nothing  was  ever  less  seated  than  the  new  Administration  is  yet; 
you  will,  therefore,  not  be  surprised  if  you  hear  it  is  dissolyed. 

Whateyer  happens,  I  shtJl  be  overjoyed  if  Mr.  Burgh  conde* 
scends  to  adopt  my  idea :  yet  I  wish  a  less  vanescent  stigma  than 
can  be  affixed  by  controversy  were  imprinted  on  the  (dd  servile 
Buffoon's  front — ^but  I  must  finish  and  go  out' 

'  VO  TBI  BOV.  ROEAOI  WALPOU. 

Adan,  Monk  80, 17S1 

Tbb  Uai  wbkh  jon  give  In  the  iMt  ptrt  of  ytmr  lait  qvadntof  (to  vm  a  rtiiT  word, 
ftur  nqr  style  is  hirdly  yet  come  to  itself)  with  my  preFiow  feue ;  I  know  not  faow- 
OFer  whether  I  ahonld  call  them  fean  when  certain  hopes  are  blended  with  them, 
far  in  case  what  is  expected  should  happen,  I  think  it  woald  end  in  what  wonld  bring 
mttlurs  to  move  consistency  than  ctct,  and  therefore  I  hope  ftill  as  mveh  as  I  fSoar. 
The  chemiits  will  tell  yon  that  all  heterogeneous  mixtures  will  unite  only  by  strong 
agitation,  and  I  hardly  think  there  has  yet  been  enough  of  that  to  make  the  gruel 
thick  nnd  siabb.  This  pate  me  in  mind  of  a  strange  blunder  which  the  author  of  the 
'  Bplstle,' which  you  so  much  commend,  has  made  concerning  BCacbeth's  witch.  There 
is  no  such  phrase  to  be  found  in  all  Shakspeare's  play,  as  that  of  spilling  much  mart 
blood;  and  the  great  Mr.  Steerens  (thou|^  an  admirer  of  the  poem,'  and  suspected 
by  Dr.  Johnson  of  being  the  author  of  it)  has  found  out  this  unpardonable  eiior. 
Kow  if  I  was  acquainted  with  the  real  author,  I  would  rindicaie  him  in  this  manner, 
that  the  passage  is  to  be  found  in  Dryden's  additions  to  that  play ;  for  I  remember 
▼ery  well  to  hare  heard  these  linea  on  the  stage  set  to  good  old  mnsie  by  lUthvir 
Lock,— 

He  must>  he  will,  he  shall  spill  much  more  blood. 

And  become  worse  to  make  his  title  good. 

I  haye  hterd  also  a  pleasant  story  that  Dr.  Johnson,  to  whom  a  preaent  was  aenli 
Mid  the  Poem  before  the  Preihce,  and  thinking  all  that  was  aald  thcM  «m  ireAkal, 
pronounced  it  to  be  snperearaeUent ;  on  reading  the  Preface  alterwaids  he  gravely 
said,  "  I  find  the  author  is  no  friend  of  mine ;  ncYerthclcss^  I  cannot  gaiuM^  hia 
poetical  talenta." 

Kow  tha*  yon  ara  fas  jov  Itiawbeny  retreat  before  strawberries  are  eren  in 
blossom,  I  think  you  cannot  do  better,  en  attendant,  than  spare  a  leisaie  hoar  in 
turning  once  more  a  commentator,  that  a  certain  foture  edition  of  later  woiks  may 
not  be  defeetiTe.  I  mean  to  set  off  towards  York  to-morrow,  as  soon  as  mes  PA^uee 
are  here  ftnished.  What  sort  of  meeting  there  will  be  between  the  Chancellor  of  tha 
Exchequer  [Lord  John  Cayendish]  and  me,  I  can  hardly  guess,  considering  we  go  on 
somewhat  Afferent  business.  Howeyer,  you  may  depend  upon  my  behaHoor  both  to 
him  and  others  to  be  such  as  shall  not  justly  be  deemed  offonsiye,  and  I  haye  great 
reason  to  think,  from  the  temper  in  which  I  haye  found  Mr.  Duncombe  (who  called 
upon  me  yesterday),  and  some  others  of  my  brethren  in  iniquity,  that  aH  e«r 
proceedings  will  be  as  temperate  as  we  think  them  constitationaL 

Ton  haye  a  new  aeeasalon,  if  you  please,  to  your  list  of '  Noble  Anthon'  in  the  Bari 
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91411    TO  THl  BIT.  WILUAX  MISOIT. 

BrnMeif  8quar€p  April  1, 179IL 

Tou  will  be  perfiMfly  oontent  witb  the  new  Administration;  if  it 

can  hobble  on  eren  &r  a  short  time ;  wfaioh,  however,  I  mnst  doubt 

The  Duke  of  Biohmond  is  a  man  after  your  own  heart,  and  after 

mine  too,  though  I  do  not  approve  of  his  visions  more  than  of 

yours,  wfaieh  seem  to  be  the  same.    But  when  men  have  the  same 

ends,  I  do  not  quarrel  with  the  means :   on  the  oontrary,  I  am  se 

desBrous  of  union  amongst  the  upright,  that  I  am  for  aequiesoence 

and  temper,  as  the  enemies  are  stiU  both  numerous  and  potent 

(potent  because  numerous),  and  labouring  to  sow  division  which  they 

would  enjoy  and  profit  ot    There  is  to  be  a  oommittee  of  the  House 

of  Commons  chosen  to  examine  into  its  decays,  and  study  a  remedy, 

which  when  fixed  on,  the  Ministers  will  support    I  may  not  be 

accurate  inmy  definitbn,  butthisis  the  purport    If  I  gave  loose  io 

my  own  speculations,  I  should  say  tkatwhen  a  house  is  tumblings  it 

wUl  not  save  it  to  new  fiimish  one  of  the  apartments,  much  Ism 

when  there  are  people  in  two  other  chambers  undermining  the 

upholsters. 

The  Chancellor,  it  is  said,  dedares  against  the  Oonstitntional 
Bills ;  and  will  Lord  Shelbume  cordially  promote  them  ?    In  shori^ 

I  see  such  seeds  of  mischief  already  sown,  and  the  vanquished 

are  so  fur  firom  wearing  an  air  of  defeat,  that  I  have  not  the 

smallest  expectance  of  duration  to  the  new  system.    The  watch* 

word  Bepublicanism  is  given  out  agadnst  it,  and  grievous  complaints 

made  of  the  hardships,  vi(^nces,  and  insults  put  <m  the  Crown. 

Lord  RockinghaTn  was  not  admitted  even  to  an  audience  before  the 

moment  of  his  kissing  hands,  and  much  resistance,  I  am  told,  is 

made  to  a  large  creation  of  Peers,  who  might  a  little  balance  the 

household  troops  in  that  garrison.    The  high  priests  and  Seotch 


ofBfiiighMBfWholiMjQitprkitsdsMtttopsmphkiyealledaii  *  Easy  oa  Um  Nstara 
of  a  Loiui,'  which  better  Judges  th«ii  I  am  think  extremely  dear  aad  well  written. 
It  WM  pibited  at  York,  and  I  hacj  bj  tUv  time  ii  to  be  had  at  Debretf a.  To  tfiote 
who  know  Uie  man  and  hie  ewiftiiMon,  it  will  be  a  great  earioaitj :  in  mj  own 
opinion,  he  has  talents  for  every  thing,  did  not  his  way  of  life  make  him  nothing.  I 
mean  to  retnm  here  in  a  week's  time.  If  anything  in  the  mean  while  ahonld  ooeor, 
a  totter  will  find  me  at  the  deanecy.  With  a  thousand  thanks  foraUyonr  intelli- 
gence, and  other  &vo«ia  and  partialitiesy  I  conclods, 

Host  tmly  yours, 

W.  ICiaos. 

;ioin  mi.  0 
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peers  oomitenanced  against  the  Mmisters,  will  baffle  any  good  that 
can  be  attempted.  In  the  mean  time,  public  distresses  will  pour  in 
from  all  quarters,  and  if  peace  cannot  be  attained,  I  see  no  prospect 
of  anythhig  but  ruin,  which  if  the  new  Ministers  stay,  will  be 
imputed  to  them.  But  I  belieye  the  true  authors  will  soon  haye  an 
opportunity  and  the  honour  of  completing  their  work,  reinforced  by 
part  of  the  new  Administration^  who  will  not  return  to  opposition  it 
accomplices  in  blowing  up  the  new  settlement ;  a  plan  that  does  not 
seem  to  be  disguised. 

This  is  enough  to  say  on  a  transient  interlude:  it  is  better,  how- 
ever, than  if  they  had  been  smiled  into  hopes  of  fiayour.  They  9ee 
how  ungracious  they  are.  It  is  determined  that  they  shall  not  be 
pleased  with  their  situation ;  that  they  shall  be  clogged  in  eyeiy 
attempt  to  please  the  country,  and,  consequently,  it  is  hoped  thsi 
the  country  will  not  be  pleased.  Of  all  this  they  are  aware,  but  they 
will  be  wiser  than  I  if  they  can  do  what  they  are  hindered  from 
doing,  and  if  they  can  do  what  will  be  eiqpected  from  them,  though 
tiiey  will  not  be  enabled  to  do  it  Thus  the  way  is  payed  for  the 
return  of  the  old  again,  and  I  shall  be  much  surprised  if  the  present 
Administration  receiye  a  quarter's  salary ;  howeyer,  that  point  will 
be  sooner  cleared  up.  If  they  are  permitted  to  do  no  good»  the 
same  influence  can  dispossess  them  again,  therefore  you  will  haye 
better  eyidence  than  my  conjectures.  If  the  country  cannot  support 
them,  the  predominance  of  the  Crown  is  incontroyertible.  It  will  be 
beggarly  majesty,  indeed,  considering  that  almost  eyerything  else  is 
gone ;  but  a  crown  is  precious  in  some  eyes,  iliough  set  with  thorns 
and  stripped  of  its  diamonds. 

Bo  not  wonder  if  I  write  seldomer,  for  I  shall  now  be  much  at 
Strawberry,  where  I  haye  been  three  days.  I  shall  know  no  more 
than  you  will  see  in  the  papers.  I  haye  no  connection  with  anyfliing 
called  a  minister  more  than  I  had  two  months  ago,  except  the 
Duke  of  Bichmond  and  Mr.  Conway,  and  they  haye  so  much  to 
do  in  their  own  department,  that  I  shall  see  yery  little  eyen  of 
them. 

XJnpolitically  we  are  alarmed  about  the  caterpillars  which  threaten 
us  wi^  fSEunine  at  least  The  seryants  I  could  employ,  and  the  boys 
I  could  hire,  haye  been  picking  the  nests  in  my  grounds  these  three 
days.  If  there  are  any  in  your  region,  you  must  haye  the  twigs  out 
off  and  burnt,  with  great  care  not  to  scatter,  for  fear  of  spreading 
them,  and  no  time  is  to  be  lost  as  they  are  hatching. 

Tour  fayourite  Lady  Laura  is  to  be  married  to  her  cousin  Lord 
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Ohewtoiiy  an  excellent  young  man,  but  very  poor;  rtQl  we  are  all 
mnoh  pleased. 

I  direct  to  York,  for  you  said  you  should  be  tbere  this  week. 


S141.    TO  THl  BHT.  WILLIAM  MASOIT. 

Apnl  %  1788. 

Though  I  wrote  to  you  bnt  last  night,  I  must  write  again  to  tell 
you  the  extreme  satis&ction  yon  have  giren  me  by  a  letter  I  have 
jnst  received,  in  which  you  say  yonr  county  will  act  with  temper. 
Never  were  temper  and  wisdom  more  necessary  than  at  this  moment, 
the  only  one  we  may  ever  have,  and  in  which  every  devil  is  at  work 
to  divide  us,  and  half  Btyx  at  work  to  calumniate  our  party  and 
represent  us  as  worse  levellers  than  John  of  Leyden  and  his 
Anabaptists.  I  should  regard  the  latter  with  contempt  were  there 
no  danger  of  the  other.  I  do,  therefore,  dread  more  being  exacted 
and  expected  from  the  new  Ministers,  than  will  depend  on  them  to 
perform,  clogged  with  Judases,  thwartable  by  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  standing  on  no  foundation  but  a  quidaand.  The  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond is  as  firmly  yours  as  you  can  wish, — ^in  truth,  even  more  than 
you  will  like,  for  his  exceeding  scrupulousness  and  abstract  notions 
will,  I  fear,  counteract  one  capital  pmnt  that  I  desire  as  much  as  you. 
I  cannot  explain  myself  here ;  yon  must  bring  me  my  letters  for 
many  solutions. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  I  have  not  seen  since  he 
has  been  so,  nor  knew  he  was  going  to  York  but  by  yours.  I  have 
neither  attachment  to,  nor  connection  with  any  Ministers,  but  my 
two  friends,  nor  shall  ever  see  any  of  the  otiLcrs.  I  write  firmn 
my  own  opinions  and  principles,  and  can  have  no  view  but  that  of 
serving  the  cause  at  my  heart ;  I  never  shall  profit  by  any  Minister 
or  Ministry.  I  am  ready  to  part  with  anything,  and  one  day  or 
other  you  will  know  my  sincerity  and  disinterestedness,  but  I  scorn 
ostentation,  and  am  content  to  do  the  thing  that  is  right 

I  am  highly  diverted  with  your  story  of  Johnson ;  but,  like  him, 
I  must  do  justice :  I  admire  him  for  not  retracting  his  applause. 
But  he  surprises  me  by  suspecting  Steevens.  Nobody  else  guesses 
bnt  one  author ; '  and  when  I  wonder  at  their  guess,  and  plead  that 
perscm's  extreme  indolence,  and  how  impossible  that  he  should  take 
snch  pains,  they  cry,  **  but  who  else  i&  capable  of  writing  so  weQ  P  " 

'  Maaon  Itimiel^  and  the '  ArdMBolo^^ical  FpiMle  to  Dmb  MiUat.'— Cuiraraiuji. 
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is  it  possible  to  answer  that  with  tnilli  P  For  the  oominent  yon 
honour  me  by  requiring^  I  will  witk  pride  undertake  it»  if  you 
accept  of  me,  but  I  give  you  notice  ibat  I  decay  everyday,  inwardly  as 
well  as  outwardly ;  nay,  I  have  notbing  left  but  my  thumbs  that  aze 
not  lame,  and  I  tremble  lest  I  should  soon  be  quite  incapable  of 
using  my  hands  at  aU.  Tou  must  send  me,  or  bring  me  the  other 
oomment,  for  I  kept  no  copy  of  it,  nor  remember  a  syllable  of  it,  nor 
the  style;  and  I  should  widi  it  to  be  as  unifma  as  I  can  make  it 
in  my  present  debility,  and  without  repetitions. 

Who  is  Mr.  Duncombe  ?  Consider  how  few  persons  I  see^  and 
how  little  I  know  beyond  my  own  sphere.  All  my  labours  tend  to 
preserve  union,  that  if  the  presmt  system  blows  up,  as  I  apprehend 
it  will,  a  respectable  force  may  remain  together,  or  our  victory  has 
destroyed  us.  Charles  Fox  has  acted  a  manly  and  most  sensible 
part ;  and  said  the  most  necessary  thing  where  it  was  most  requisite; 
but  this  is  one  of  the  things  to  be  explained  hereafter.  I  wish  you 
had  not  been  so  positive,  but  would  have  come  to  town.  It  is 
impossible  to  write  all,  and  what  cannot  be  written  is  the  most 
essential. 

I  must  add  a  curious  history  connected  with  our  present  polities, 
and  only  for  your  own  ear,  as  I  would  by  no  means  hurt  the  peraon 
concerned.  When  I  attended  the  theatre  about  Mr.  Jephson's  play, 
Mr.  Harris  asked  me,  I  thought  accidentally,  what  I  thought  of 
Mr.  Bentley's  Harlequinade,  *  The  Wishes.'  I  commended  it  to  th» 
ikies  as  it  deserved.  Shortly  after  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
author,  reciting  what  I  had  said  to  Mr.  Harris,  telling  xne  it  was  to 
be  revived,  and  desiring  leave,  with  many  compHmenta  on  my 
exeelleni  taste  and  judgment,  to  send  it  to  me  for  revisal.  I  replied 
hannementf  that  I  had  said  what  I  thought,  and  what  I  always  had 
said,  and  with  no  idea  of  its  being  repeated  to  him ;  and  I  oonaeoted 
to  receive  the  copy,  at  the  same  time  telling  him  the  faults  I  recol- 
lected, and  which  I  intended  to  mark  for  correction.  Judge  of  my 
astonishment  when  I  found  some  admirable  scenes  totaUy  omiMed, 
many  of  the  best  traits  of  wit,  that  I  have  often  r^ated,  cashiered, 
and  the  whole  interlarded  and  converted  into  the  most  gross^  most 
illiberal,  and  most  vulgar  libel  on  the  Opposition,  and  in  particular 
on  the  City  of  London  I  It  is  true  tiiat,  affecting  impartiality,  there 
were  some  strokes  levelled  at  the  Ministers,  but  whidii  they  woul4 
well  have  forgiven,  for  the  satire  fell  chiefly  on  their  pusUlaaimity 
for  not  having  hanged  their  chief  opponents  as  traitors,  rebels,  spies 
and  confederates  of  France.  It  is  also  true  that  amidst  this  Bi] 
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gate  {here  was  htmumr  that  made  me  langL  I  instantly  lapped  np 
tlie  packety  told  the  autlior  that  he  had  totally  spoiled  his  piece,  and 
that  I  could  not  possibly  have  anything  to  do  with  a  composition  of 
that  sort  Mr.  Harris  came  to  me  again.  I  out  him  short,  and 
asked  him  how  he  conld  imagine  I  would  be  concerned  in  abuse  on 
myfriends.  Well  I  the  piece  was  annomiced,  and  the  road  strewed 
with  garlands ;  bat  behold  the  Administration  was  defeated  I — ^the 
palm-branches  gathered  up,  and  the  piece  withdrawn.  On  Friday,  as 
I  went  to  Strawberry,  I  saw  Mr.  Harris  at  his  own  door  at  Knights- 
bridge  :  I  stopped,  and  smiled,  and  said,  *'  So,  Sir, '  The  Wishes  * 
are  withdrawn."  **  Lord,  Sir/'  said  he,  **  we  dionld  hare  had  the 
honse  pulled  down.'* 

I  must  so  fisur  justify  Mr.  Benlley,  that  I  am  persuaded  there  was 
more  sincere  z&el  than  interest  in  this  outrageous  inrectiye.  He 
always  was  (not  by  education  certainly)  a  Tory  by  principle ;  eren 
when  he  liyed  at  Strawberry,  we  frequently  had  disputes  ^en. 

Bo  not  mention  this  story,  for  his  Play  may  appear  hereafter,  and 
he  wants  the  profits  from  ii  Should  fliere  be  tolerable  times,  he 
nor  the  manager  will  risk  the  ribaldry.  If  there  are  not,  it  will  be 
thickened,  and  will  suit  the  Augustan  Age  in  which  it  will  appear, 
while  the  author,  like  those  of  *  Hudibras '  and  of  *  Absalom  and 
Aehitophel,'  will  hare  prostituted  their  talents  for  a  butt  of  sack  and 
a  wretched  stipend  ill  paid.    Adieu  I ' 

'  to  ffHB  ROV.  BOftAOS  WALFOUk 

Tark,  April  S,  1788. 

I VHAVK  you  for  yonr  iMt  two  letten,  the  former  of  which  wm  of  good  lenrioe,  m  I 
Tentnred  to  report  oat  of  it  (bat  withoat  namiog  mj  oorrespondent)  the  piece  of  newi 
eonoerning  that  committee,  which  wm  to  meet  to  examine  Into  the  decayi,  ke.,  wliich 
I  foand  highly  acceptable  to  all  who  heard  ii 

I  now  Bend  yon  oar  resolationa^  which  I  hope  yoa  will  think  ai  temperate  as  any 
that  ooold  be  made  withoat  totally  giving  ap  the  object  for  which  we  are  awociated ; 
for  yoa  wiU  lee  in  the  third  that  we  do  not,  at  present,  %,e,,  at  oar  General  Ck>anty 
Meeting,  which  cannot  be  before  next  Christmas,  mean  to  pash  more  than  one  of  oar 
objects ;  the  shortening  the  daration  of  Parliament  being  not  there  mentioned,  and 
for  the  other,  which  we  do  mean  to  posh,  I  beliere  we  have  a  minority  oi  the  present 
Cabinet  In  its  &Toar. 

My  feaiB  forewent  yonr  former  letter,  for  I  thoaght  I  peroelTed,  from  a  short  paren- 
thesis in  an  aeeoant  which  Lord  John  gave  to  the  Dean  and  I  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  change  came  abont,  that  the  seeds  of  jealoasy,  which  a  oertain  great  personage 
had  not  sown,  bat  watersd,  were  sproating ;  and  this  I  dread  more  than  any  maehi- 
nations  of  the  fidlen  party. 

The  indoeed  aocoant  j^tcs  yon  only  the  prooeedings  of  Tharsdaj.  Testerdaj  we 
did  Uttle  more  than  fix  the  day  of  oar  a^joamment,  which  is  the  Slst  of  October.  I 
aiored  a  reiohitiOn  to  this  porpose,  that  in  case  any  ttancsaTfes  of  the  late  eovrapt 
Mintetry,  or  their  tools  and  adherents,  shonld  so  fiur  saooeed  as  to  break  the  present 
arrangement  of  that  Administnrtion  in  which  we  hare  joitty  p«t  so  much  eonildeoet 
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atOmdcug  M^  lofe,  AprO^  178S. 

I  HAVB  80  overwhelmed  you  wiib  letters  lately,  that  this  diall  be 
a  very  short  one ;  but  when  yon  hare  pleased  me,  I  must  tell  yon  so. 
I  met  Lord  John  Carendish  this  eyening  at  Ghlouoester  Honse ;  he 
told  me  how  obligingly  you  had  behaved  to  him,  and  how  wise  and 
temperate  your  resolutions  had  been ;  youhave  done  all  I  wished, 
which  was  to  allow  time  for  trial.  If  new  Ministers  act  like  the  old 
they  deserve  no  fiftvour,  and,  of  all  men,  I  shall  not  be  their  apologist 
Their  own  sense,  I  should  think,  would  tell  them  Hiat  Ihey  can 
never  be  fiEivourites  were  they  desirous,  for  the  last  have  made  it 
impossible  for  any  successors  to  merit  equal  grace.  We  have  neither 
dominions,  money,  nor  credit  enough  to  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of 
flattery  to  render  the  idol  so  propitious  as  it  was  to  the  predeoessoiB. 
If  these  sincerely  attempt  reparation,  and  eonHtnue  umted,  their 
labours  may  produce  some  good,  and  that  good  and  those  effects  may 
maintain  them.  To  those  reflections  I  leave  them :  I  shall  neithcor 
be  of  their  councils  nor  council  for  them,  if  they  prove  not  what  they 
ought  to  be. 

I  wish  it  was  possible  to  give  you  a  full  account  of  a  tragedy  that 
has  just  been  lent  to  me ;  an  adequate  one  is  totally  impossible.  The 
Bishop-Count  of  Bristol,  whom  I  met  t'other  night  at  Mrs.  Delany's, 
desired  to  send  me  a  play,  that  he  confessed  he  thought  equal  to  the 
noblest  flights  of  Shakspeare.     Such  an  honour  was  not  to  be 

tliat  then  the  sab-committee  should  caD  ns  together  agaia  on  the  shortest  notioe,  in 
order  tliat  a  general  meeting  of  the  oonnty  might  he  called  immediately  to  take  erery 
ei&eaeioQs  step  (witMn  the  bounds  of  legality)  to  snpport  the  men  and  measuee, 
which  we  had  already  declared  that  we  only  put  confidence  in,  for  the  support  of  our 
liberty  and  property,  &c. ;  but  this  resolotion  was  thought  to  oonrey  a  doubt  of  the 
permanency  of  the  present  system,  and  therefore  we  a^jonmed  to  the  above  day, 
"  subject,  howcTcr,  to  an  earlier  call  of  any  fire  of  our  members." 

To  change  the  subject,  let  me  tell  you  that  you  nerer  used  a  weaker  argument  in 
your  life  than  that  of  the  indolence  of  a  certain  author.  The  case  in  which  you  uiged 
it  admits  more  indolence  than  any  other ;  the  idlest  cook-maid  in  the  kingdom  may 
make  a  pudding  if  any  of  her  fellow  sarvarUs  will  pick  the  plums  and  make  them 
ready  to  mix  with  the  batter :  she  has  nothing  to  do  then,  but  stir  them  about  and 
tie  them  tight  in  the  pudding-bag. 

So  no  more  at  present  from 

Tour  sinceare  frind  till  dethe, 

CATHBURn  CULUHDAB. 

Tour  story  from  the  playhouse  is  a  curious  one.  I  suppoae  I  ha?e  aeaped  a 
ioownng,  for  I  guess  the  flirts  at  my  poor  Qreek  chorus  would  hare  beea  retaioM^ 
lor  toey  were  really  excellent :  I  fdudl  keep  the  secret 
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xeftued.  Aimed  the  thiokest  of  qnartos,  fbll  as  the  egg  of  an 
oaiarioh ;  witb  great  diffioalty  I  got  through  it  in  two  days.  It  is  on 
ibe  stoiy  of  Lord  Bnssell.'  John  Lillmme  himself  ooidd  not  have 
more  whig-seaL  The  styloi  extremely  deficient  in  grammar,  is 
flogged  up  to  more  eztrayagant  rants  than  Statius's  or  Glandian'Sy 
with  a  due  proportion  of  tumbles  into  the  kemiel.  The  Derfls  and 
damnation  sapply  every  corse  wiili  brimstone,  and  Hell's  sublime  is 
coupled  with  Newgate,  Si  James's,  and  Stock's  market;  eyery  scene 
is  detached,  and  each  as  long  as  an  act;  and  every  one  might  be 
omitted  without  interrupting  the  action — ^for  plot  or  conduct  there  is 
none.  JeflRaries  and  Fatiier  Petre  open  the  drama,  and  scourge  one 
anoilier  up  to  the  blackest  pitch  of  iniquity.  They  are  relieyed  by 
Algernon  Sidney  and  Lord  Howard ;  the  first  rants  like  a  madman 
and  damns  the  o&er  to  the  pit  of  hell.  Lady  BusseU  is  not  a  whit 
less  termagani  The  good  Earl  of  Bedford,  on  the  contrary,  is  as 
patient  as  Job,  and  forgets  the  danger  of  his  son  to  listen  to  the 
pathetic  narratiye  of  his  old  steward,  whose  wife  had  been  Lord 
Bussell's  nurse,  and  died  at  seeing  him  sent  to  the  Tower.  The 
second  act  begins,  and  never  ends,  with  Lord  Bedford's  visit  to 
Newgate,  where  he  gives  money  to  the  gaoler  for  leave  to  see  his  son. 
The  gaoler  chouses  him,  calls  him  Emperor  of  Newgate,  and  promises 
to  support  his  dignity  by  every  act  of  rojral  tjnranny ;  compares  him- 
self to  Salmoneus,  and  talks  (k  Nabobs,  Stock's  AUey,  and  Whitfield. 
Lord  Bussell  comes  to  the  grate,  gives  more  money  equally  in  vain. 
At  last  the  monaroh-gaoler  demands  1000^,  Bussell  promises  it :  the 
gaoler  tenders  a  promissory  note.  Lord  BusseU  takes  it  to  sign,  and 
find  it  stipulates  7000^  and  so  on.  King  Charles  and  the  Duke  of 
York  enter,  quarrel  about  religion,  but  agree  on  cutting  Lord  Essex's 
throat,  with  many  such  pathetic  amoenities.  The  last  act  contains 
the  whole  trial  verbatim^  with  the  pleadings  of  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  Generals ;  Tillotson  and  Burnet  are  called  to  the  prisoner's 
character — ^in  vain;  he  is  condemned.  Lord  Bedford  fsdls  at  the 
King's  feet,  begging  his  son's  life ;  the  '^ing  tells  him  he  teases  him 
to  d^ith,  and  tihiat  he  had  rather  be  stiU  inScotland  listening  to  nine 
hour^s  sermons  delivered — 

ThroHgh  the  ftumel 
Of  aoMt  lengtiieiMd  down  into  probotdt. 

This  is  the  only  flower  I  could  retain  of  so  dainty  a  garland.    The 

>  *  Lord  BniMll,'  a  Tragedy  bj  the  Bev.  Dr.  Stntford,  acted  at  Dnry  Lane  la 
August^  1784,  by  irregnlar  aetors,  and  printed  about  1798  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Anthor^t  nnproTided  lifter.— OvnriRQHAic. 
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pieoe  oondodeB  with  Lady  Bussdl's  nrooning  tm,  heaniig  Um  twv 
gtroket  of  the  axe.  Now  you  aie  a  little  aoquaintod  wi&  00 
second  Shakgpeare  I  Be  assured  that  I  hare  neither  exaggeratid 
in  the  character  given,  nor  in  the  account  of  this  tedious  but  yerj 
diyerting  tragedy ;  which,  as  the  Earl-Bishop  told  me,  Mr.  Oumber* 
land  has  had  a  mind  to  fit  to  the  stage.  What  a  hissing  there  would 
be  between  his  ice  and  this  cataract  of  solphur  I  Adieu.  I  have 
broken  my  word  and  wrote  a  ydume,  but  my  pen  was  hunted  on  by 
the  torrent  of  lara. 


P.S.  Oumberland  himself  has  just  published  a  loydy  book, 
will  keep  cold,  though  seasoned  like  his  Oalypso's  potion  for 
Telemachus»  irith  ike  hot  Meiperum  fiy  di/q^nised  as  an  kumbh  bee, 
but  really  a  wasp.  Like  Soame  Jenyns's  AiiodynOt  too,  it  was 
intended  for  better  times. 

There  ia  a  rery  sensible  confutation  of  Dean  Idles  in  the 
'Monthly  BoYiew '  for  March,  which  I  never  heard  of  till  yesterday. 
Happy  for  him,  if  he  were  only  oonfuted. 

P.S.  I  was  going  to  seal  my  letter  when  I  received  yours,  which 
obliges  me  to  add  more  last  woids.  Tour  conduct  and  measures  were 
still  wiser  than  I  had  heard  in  the  very  short  ccmversation  which  I 
had  with  Lord  John  [Cavendish]  in  our  pincMeek  draufrng-room.  I 
approve  much  your  guarding  against  the  late  Ministers  and  their 
tools ;  nay,  I  should  not  differ  with  you  on  shorter  Parliaments :  I 
should  like  five  years,  and  consent  to  three,  never  to  atmual,  which 
would  be  anarckiedL  My  great  repugnance  would  be  to  any  altera- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Besides  that,  the 
present  has  retrieved  its  character  and  that  of  parliaments.  I  am 
rootedly  against  touching  the  construction.  Considering  that  we 
have  no  sacred  law  but  precedents,  if  once  we  should  b^gin  to  alter 
feundations,  any  evil  might  be  copied  thence.  L  do  not  defend 
precedents  as  such,  but  as  they  become  sacred.  If  the  nation 
believed  that  its  liberty  was  maintained  by  witchcraft,  I  would  not 
make  an  act  against  sorcery.  I  therefore  tell  you  honestly,  fliat  I 
am  sorry  the  Duke  of  Bichmond  is  so  eager  for  his  Conmuttee,  and 
that  I  hope  it  will  not  succeed.  Indeed,  I  am  persuaded  that  it  will 
produce  nothing  but  variety  of  opinion,  but  they  may  create  division^ 
which  is  the  great  object  of  the  great  enemy ;  but  enough  of  that  at 
present  I  am  sure  of  my  letters  you  must  be  sick — ^well,  I  shall  be 
little  here;  lam  going  to  Strawberry  that  I  may  hear  no  more  politics. 


ITSSL]  TO  fHB  BIT.  MB.  UAJBOV.  901 

Whenerer  my  friends  are  landed  I  trouble  my  head  no  more  about 
ihem.  I  have  not  seen  the  Duke  of  Riohmond  or  Mr.  Conway  this 
week,  the  rest  I  do  not  intend  to  see  again,  so  I  could  learn  nothing 
but  of  camps  or  gprnpowder,  which  I  defy  either  of  them  to  make  me 
understand  or  listen  to.' 

ifo  fHB  Rov.  wnun  wauoul 

Attan,  AprU  10, 178i. 

1  BATB  lenft  bj  tliis  port  to  Mr.  Stonhewer  (nndor  Mr.  Ftmoi^i  oorer  ti  the  Seere* 
tkrf»  office)  my  '  Enay  oa  Cathedral  Music,'  who  will  oonTey  it  to  yoa  after  he  hae 
lead  it.  Too  wiU  I  trust  find  your  friend  Sir  John  touched  with  a  rery  light  hand, 
and  you  will  find,  too,  a  biographical  chart  on  one  page,  whiefa  single  pege  ooet  me 
more  trouble  than  twenty  plum-puddings  would  hare  done,  and  is  an  irrefragable 
confutation  of  your  aspersion  concerning  my  indolence.  I  know  not  whether  you  will 
giro  that  page  its  due  applause ;  but  if  you  do  not,  Kixkgate,  I  am  sure,  wiU ;  for  my 
printer  holds  it  a  master-piece  in  the  typographicid  way. 

On  my  return  hither  1  liMind  a  letter  whidi  1  cannot  help  Inclosing  to  you,  as  it 
eomea  fimn  the  brother  of  a  wifo,^  who  you  know  was  once  so  Tery  dear  to  me,  and 
whose  memoiy  will  erer  sit  elosest  to  n^  heart.  I  feel  whea  1  am  doing  this,  tiiat  I 
am  doing  whrt  I  would  not  do  for  myself^  yet  which,  for  her  sake,  I  cannot  help 
doing.  Hie  place  in  question  is  the  Storekeeper  of  the  garrison  at  Hull,  and  is,  1 
belicTe,  reckoned  at  two  hundred  a  year.  AU  that  is  said  in  the  letter  is,  1  belieTe, 
strictly  true.  The  old  man  is  upwards  of  serenty ;  but,  haTing  lost  hU  memory,  and 
being  naturally  of  a  strong  constitution,  may  hold  out  many  years,  as  such  persons 
(who  are  diveeted  of  all  mental  cares)  usually  do.  The  young  man,  who  is  about 
liorty,  was  in  trade  as  a  wholesale  ironmonger  in  London ;  and,  about  fourteen  years 
ago,  finding  hii  business  decline,  gare  it  up  befbre  he  was  necessitated  so  to  do,  and 
retired  to  take  careof  his  fiUher  (tbis  wassoon  after  Us  sister  died).  On  this  aoeount,  as 
her  smaUfbrtune  of  two  thousand  pounds  was  in  the  fisther's  hands,  Ilet  it  rsmain  then, 
and  the  fiunily  hare  since  eigoyed  it»  as  I  nerer  permitted  him  to  pay  me  any  interest^ 
keeping  only  the  son's  bond  for  the  principal,  that  in  case  of  any  fiJlure  I  might  save 
aometldng  for  his  two  children.  In  my  WiU  I  hare  cancelled  the  bond  itself.  I 
mention  tlds,  merely  to  show  you  the  state  of  the  fiunily,  and  how  eligible  such  an 
exchange  would  be,  oould  it  be  procured ;  for,  if  the  faUier  dies,  this  two  thousand 
pounds  will  be  almost  the  son's  all*  His  acquaintance  with  Lord  Orford  arose  from 
his  seeing  him  at  Hull,  when  his  regiment  was  there  quartered.  Thus,  baring  told 
my  story,  I  leaTC  it  to  you  whether  it  may  be  proper  for  you  to  mention  it  to  the 
Duke  of  Richmond.  I  press  nothing,  and  only  beg  to  plead  my  first  motive  for  men- 
tioning the  matter  to  you,  as  what  i  know  your  own  heart  wiU  teU  you  is  an  excuse. 


'  Maria  Sherman,  on  whom  he  wrote  the  beautiful  epitaph  placed  upon  her  monu- 
ment in  Bristol  Cathedral.  Gray  added  an  exquiute  touch  or  two,  and  William 
Whitehead  suggested  an  alteration : 

"  I  see  Uiat  they  have  put  Mason's  epitaph  in  the  newspapers,  and  that  he  has  not 
altered  Uie  two  exceptionable  lines.  The  Lover  prevailed  over  the  Oritic.  I  should 
have  prefnred  the  plainness  oi  the  following  lines : 

Bid  her  be  chaste,  be  innocent  like  Thee ; 

Bid  her  in  Duty's  sphere  as  meekly  move ; 
Bid  her,  though  Fair,  from  Vanity  be  f^ ; 

Be  firm  in  Friendship,  and  be  fond  in  Love. 

Bat  perhaps  I  am  as  partial  to  my  alteration  as  he  ii  to  his  original  stanza.**— 
W.  WhiUKead  to  Lord  Nwuiiom,  ith  OcL,  1768  (MS.>-Cuiiii»e&AX. 
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iliS.    TO  Sm  HORAOS  MAITK. 

Ab  you  haye  reoeived  my  letters  on  {he  total  revolati<m  in  die 
Ministry,  yon  will  not  be  soiprised  Hiat  we  have  been  ooonpied  by 
that  even^  and  haye  not  ran,  as  you  expected,  into  great  beats  on 
ttie  loss  of  Minorca.    It  has,  indeed,  made  no  more  impression  than 

If  tliis  friendly  applicatioB  fidU,  I  shaU  not  make  (nor  indeed  bATe  I  a  meikod  e( 
inaldng)  anj  other.    I  will  laj  no  more  then  that  I  am 

Tonra  moei  tnilj, 
W. 


PJ9.  The  poat»  for  wliieh  I  had  prepared  this  letter  to  go  in  ita  return  from  Sheflketd 
thia  erening,  brought  me  yowa  from  WorM>p  before  I  had  sealed  it  I  win  thereiHe 
tell  joa  what  graai  pieaave  il  gave  me  to  find  that  yon  ao  mneh  i^rore  of  our 
Besolationa  at  the  last  Toik  Meeting.  For  mj  own  part»  I  think  that  our  original 
idea  of  an  additional  number  of  eonnty  membors  is  only  defensible  on  that  argomeni 
whieh  now  leads  the  Administration  to  introdnee  fifteen  new  Peera  into  tlie  House 
of  Lorda.  I  need  enter  no  more  in  detail  with  yon  than  to  say,  that  both  are  meant 
to  throw  a  weight  into  the  scale  of  integrity,  against  its  opposite  of  eonmption. 
Take  away  renal  borooghs  from  one  Hoose,  and  Bishops  and  Scotdi  Peers  (their 
Totes  at  least)  from  the  ^er,  and  then  there  will  be  no  oocasion  either  for  mora 
knighte  or  more  peers :  and  ao  ends  my  cateddem. 

On  reTiewing  my  letter  as  well  as  my  postscript,  I  cannot  help  reflecting  with 
ehagrin  what  an  ill  return  I  make  yon,  by  a  sort  of  petitionary  tale  abont  a  store> 
ke^per^s  place  at  Hull,  in  answer  to  yonr  golden-hiBiorioo  dramatioo-legend  (I  don't 
mean  lie)  of  my  Lord  Earl  Bishop.  I  was  once  his  Shakspeare  or  Milton,  or  both ; 
but  now,  aka  1  Mirter,  or  Monsieur,  or  Signor  Sherlodc  (for  I  am  told  1m  Is  both 
Frenoh,  English,  and  Italian  in  print)  wears  not  only  my  lavreU,  bnt  has  orertopt 
me  in  the  hot-bed  of  h\»  Lordship's  friendship,  in  which,  abont  thirty  years  ago,  I 
was  a  Tsry  aightly  plant;  for  I  take  for  granted  the  drama  yon  so  deligfatfrillj 
describe  li  the'said  abb6'a,  abbati's,  or  parson's  production :  what  a  lUling  off  were 
here,  did  not  the  alliteration  round  the  period  t  Pray  let  me  adrise  you,  though  yo« 
forgot  who  Mr.  Dunoombe  was  (our  county  member,  whom  the  Association  ^ose 
instead  of  Lasoellss),  not  to  forget,  that  when  you  write  to  a  IHend  in  the  oountiy 
about  new  books,  to  mention  th^  titles  at  least,  and  not  to  call  them  lorely  books^ 
Ac,  so  that  one  cannot  send  for  them  by  the  carrier.  In  the  case  of  CumberUnd'e^ 
this  perhApa  is  excusable ;  but  you  serred  me  so  about  Soame  Jenyns,  and  a  hundred 
more* 
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DuLB  Sn,  Ad4m,  April  11, 1782. 

Snroa  I  writ  yesterday  I  have  seen  Mr.  Sherman,  who  brings  this  to  London;  but 
who,  at  my  instance,  wUl  not  trouble  you  with  any  personal  application.  But  I  write 
this  by  him  to  rectify  two  mistakes  in  my  last :  1st,  that  the  place  in  question  is  only 
one  hundred  a  year;  and  the  other,  that  he  has  not  done  his  listher's  duty  more  than 
eight  yeara  ^Hie  former  of  these  it  is  of  the  greatest  conseciuenoe  to  set  rights  for  an 
obrioua  reason ;  but  both  proceeded  from  my  own  mistake.    In  great  haste, 

Most  truly  yout^ 
W. 
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if  the  Eisg  had  lost  his  pooket-handkerdhie£  We  are  like  fhe  fiah- 
woman,  who,  being  reproached  with  the  omelty  of  wliiTmiiig  eels 
aliTe,  replied,  **  Ah,  poor  things,  they  be  nsed  to  it! ''  She  mistook 
her  own  habitude  for  theirs.  We  are  at  onoe  so  dissipated  and  so 
aoonstomed  to  misfortunes,  that,  though  flayed  to  the  bone,  we  forget 
the  amputation  of  a  finger  in  a  momeni  Were  the  new  arrange- 
ment oompleted,  I  belieTe  it  would  cause  no  more  sensation  than  the 
capture  of  an  island.  As  yet,  everybody  is  asking,  ''Who  is  to  hare 
this  place,  and  who  that  P  who  are  the  new  peers  f  For  Minorca, 
we  are  satisfied  with  the  encomiums  showered  onGeneral  Murray 
by  the  Due  de  GxiUon ;  we  know  poor  Draper  was  mad — and  we 
haye  no  further  curiosity. 

The  country  and  city  seem  to  be  pleased  with  the  diange;  yet 
moderately  too.  The  disgraced  fure  extremely  angry,  and  I  dare  to 
Bay  will  show  their  resentment  in  due  time ;  but  as  only  some  of  the 
greater,  and  a  rery  few  of  the  lesser  posts  are  yet  disposed  of,  they 
who  hope  to  escape  in  the  general  massacre  take  care  to  hold  their 
tongues ;  and  all  will  probably  lie  still,  till  they  see  whether  the  new 
Ministers  are  lenient  or  serere.  The  recess  of  Parliament,  too,  for 
the  holidays,  re-elections,  and  usual  jaunts  into  the  country,  and  the 
never-to-be-violated  festival  of  Newmarket,  have  dispersed  many. 
The  House  of  Commons  meets  to-morrow,  and  then  things  will  begin 
to  have  a  complexion.  If  the  new  Administration  can  make  a 
tolerable  peace,  and  carry  any  popular  bills,  they  may  maintain 
themselves  for  a  time;  yet  I  do  not  look  on  the  present  system  as 
very  stable.  Bad  as  the  last  it  would  be  difficult  to  be ;  and  as 
ruinous  it  cannot  be,  for  we  have  not  half  so  much  to  lose  as  we 
have  losi 

I  do  not  send  you  lists  of  changes,  for  all  are  not  yet  made ;  and, 
while  the  undet^mined  are  in  suspense,  it  would  be  only  givingyou 
guesses  that  would  want  corrections,  or  unfounded  reports.  The 
genuine  alterations  you  will  find  in  the  *  Guzette.'  A  long  catalogue 
of  new  peers  was  expected.  Only  three  have  yet  kissed  hands ;  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  Dunning,  and  Admiral  KeppeL 

I  must  now  answer  yours  of  March  the  19th.  In  my  last,  Ib^ged 
you  to  assist  Mrs.  Darner  in  her  distress  on  her  aunt's  disorder. 
You  would  want  no  spur  to  good  offices  there.  Lord  Orfqrd,  I  hear, 
is  to  be  removed  from  the  Bangership  of  the  two  Parks.  It  was 
intended  by  the  new  Ministers  to  leave  him  in  the  King's  Bed- 
chamber; which  out  of  respect  they  did  not  mean  to  touch. 
Whether  his  dismission  from  the  former  post  had  been  notified  to 
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bim  or  not»  I  oannot  tdL  I  should  think  it  had ;  for  he  has  sent 
his  resignation  of  tfaa  Bedohamber  also,  though  saying  it  is  on 
aooount  of  his  lameness.  He  has  long  had  a  very  swelled  leg,  whidi 
I  suppose  balances  or  drains  his  head,  and  prevents  it  from  quite  oyer- 
setting  again.  Indeed,  as  he  has  been  so  warm  an  advocate  for  the 
late  abominable  eystem,  I  must  a  little  wonder,  if  he  is  angry,  that  he 
has  palliated  the  cause  of  his  resignation — but  who  can  aigoe  on 
a  lunatic  ? 

It  looks  very  much  as  if  we  should  be  reconciled  with  HoUand ; 
and,  as  Russia  espouses  that  temper,  I  should  hope  pacification 
would  spread  further.  How  blessed  would  that  moment  be  I  But 
we  have  another  grievous  thorn  in  our  very  side  I  Ireland  is  little 
less  estranged  than  America;  and  a  most  wicked  coxcomb,  one 
Eden,  Secretary  to  the  late  Lord  lieutenant,  has  dared  to  do  his 
utmost  to  heighten  the  rupture.  As  he  had  not  sense  or  judgment 
enough  to  doak  his  folly,  it  has  fallen  on  his  own  head  wifli  general 
indij^tion ;  but,  as  Irish  heads  are  not  better  poised,  we  tear  con- 
sequences. Yoa  will  see  the  detail  in  the  papers,  too  long  for  a 
letter.  The  late  Administration  had  neglected  and  inflamed  that 
business,  as  they  have  acted  in  almost  every  other.  Such  grievous 
waste  and  negligence  appear  from  every  offioe,  that  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  they  will  fsdl  so  lightly  as  they  expected.  Though 
ihey  will  be  very  ready  to  accuse,  it  may  chance  that  they  will  be 
accused  first  lliey  have  provoked  and  invited  four  wars,  neglected 
all,  succeeded  in  none,  rejected  every  overture  of  peace  while 
tampering  for  peace,  and  by  profusion  and  carelessness  thrown  away 
the  means  of  making  war  any  longer.  As  ministers,  generals, 
treasurers,  negotiators,  they  have  proved  themselves  as  incapable 
as  any  set  of  men  who  ever  overturned  a  great  country ;  and  in  the 
rapidity  of  their  achievranents  they  have  exceeded  all.  Strange  it 
was  that  they  did  not  fall  sooner  I  And  yet  their  £Edl  was  instan- 
taneous and  unforeseen  I  My  sentiments  about  them  have  been 
nrnform*  I  restrain  rather  than  exaggerate  them.  Every  country 
in  which  we  are  concerned  testifies  to  the  truth  of  what  I  say. 
I  reap  no  advantage  from  their  fall,  nor  shall ;  fully  content  if 
peace  ii  restored,  and  as  much  as  can  be  of  our  Oonstitution, 
and  £ediaity.    Adieu  I 
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1144.    TO  THS  BXY.  WILLIAM  COLS. 

AprU  1^  1781 

YouK  partiality  to  me,  my  good  Sir,  ia  much  overseen,  if  you 
tliiiik  me  fit  to  ooireot  your  I^tin.  Alas  I  I  have  not  skimmed  ten 
pages  of  Latin  these  dozen  years.  I  Iiave  dealt  in  nothing  but 
English,  French,  and  a  Kttle  Italian ;  and  do  not  think,  if  my  life 
depended  on  it,  I  oould  write  four  lines  of  pure  Latin.  I  have 
had  occasion  once  or  twice  to  speak  that  language,  and  soon  found 
that  all  my  verbs  were  Italian  with  Bomau  terminations.  I  would 
not  on  any  account  draw  you  into  a  scrape,  by  depending  on  my 
skill  in  what  I  have  half  forgotten.  But  yoa  are  in  the  metropolis 
of  Latinm.  If  you  distrust  your  own  knowledge,  which  I  do  no^ 
atpeeially  from  tiie  specimen  you  have  sent  me^  sorely  you  srast 
kave  good  critics  at  your  elbow  to  consult. 

In  truth,  I  do  not  love  Boman  inseripiioiis  in  lieu  of  our  own 
language,  though,  if  anywhere,  proper  in  an  University;  neither  caa 
I  apptofe  writing  what  the  Bomans  themselves  would  not  under- 
stand. What  does  it  avail  to  give  a  Latin  tail  to  a  Ghiildhall  P 
Though  die  word  used  by  modems,  would  mqfar  convey  to  Oicero 
ilie  idea  of  a  mayor  f  ArdUieehUf  I  believe,  is  the  right  word ;  but 
I  doubt  whether  veterii  jam  peratUiqum  is  classic  for  a  dilapidated 
buildin^-^but  do  not  depend  on  me ;  consult  some  better  judges.' 

lliough  I  am  glad  of  the  late  revohMan*  a  word  for  which  I  have 
great  reverence,  I  shall  certainly  not  dispute  with  you  thereon.  I 
abhor  exultation.  If  the  change  produces  peace,  I  shall  make  a 
bonfire  in  my  heart  Personal  interest  I  have  none ;  you  and  I 
shall  certainly  never  profit  by  the  politics  to  which  we  are  attached. 
The  ' ArduBologio  Epistle'  I  admire  exceedingly,  though  I  am 
aorry  it  attacks  Mr.  Bryant,  whom  I  lovo  and  respeoi  The  Dean 
IB  so  absurd  an  oaf,  that  he  deserves  to  be  ridiculed.  Is  anything 
more  hyp^bolio  than  hia  preferences  of  Bowley  to  Homer, 
Shakeq)e«re,  and  MiltonP  Whettier  Bov^y  or  Ghatterton  was  the 
author,  are  the  poems  in  any  degree  comparable  to  those  authors? 
is  not  a  ridiculous  author  an  object  of  ridicule  P    I  do  not  even 

>  Cole  liad  Mni  a  Lfttin  faueripUoa  for  tlio  new  GnildliaU  at  Caafaridge^  built  from 
the  deeigne  of  Junei  Seeez,  erehiteci — CnxsnraBAic. 

*  The  leaign&tion  of  Lord  North,  tnd  fonoAtion  of  the  BoeUngham  adiiiinistf% 
tion. — Wbiobt. 
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gness  at  your  meaning  in  your  oondusiye  paragraph  on  that  sabject: 
Dictionary-wiiter  I  suppose  alludes  to  Johnson ;  but  surely  you  do 
not  equal  the  compiler  of  a  dictionary  to  a  genuine  poet  P  Is  a 
brickmaker  on  a  level  with  Mr.  EssexP  Nor  can  I  hold  that 
exquisite  wit  and  satire  are  Billingsgate ;  if  they  were,  Milles  and 
Johnson  would  be  able  to  write  an  answer  to  the  'Epistle/  I  do  as 
Utile  guess  whom  you  mean  that  got  a  pension  by  Toryism:  if 
Johnson  too,  he  got  a  pension  for  having  abused  pensioners^  and  yet 
took  one  himseli^  which  was  contemptible  enou^.  Still  less  know 
I  who  preferred  opposition  to  piindplesy  which  is  not  a  very  common 
case ;  whoever  it  was,  as  Pope  says, 

Hio  iraj  1m  took  wm  stnngdy  fonnd  abtrnt 

TVlth  Mr.  Ohamberlayne'  I  was  very  little  acquainted,  nor  ever  saw 
bim  six  times  in  my  life.  It  was  with  Lord  Walpole's  brandi  he 
was  intimate,  and  to  whose  eldest  son  Mr.  Ghamberlayne  had  been 
tutor.  This  poor  gentleman  had  a  most  excellent  character  uni- 
versally, and  has  been  more  feelingly  regretted  than  almost  any 
man  I  ever  knew.    This  is  all  I  am  able  to  tell  you. 

I  forgot  to  say,  I  am  also  in  the  dark  as  to  the  person  you  gueas  for 
the  autibor  of  &e  [Archsaologic] '  Epistle.'  It  cannot  be  the  same 
person  to  whom  it  is  generally  attributed ;  who  certainly  neither  has  a 
pension  nor  has  deserted  his  principles,  nor  has  reason  to  be  jealous  of 
those  he  laughed  at ;  for  their  abilities  are  fieur  below  his.  I  do  not 
mean  that  it  is  his,  but  is  attributed  to  him.  It  was  sent  to  me,  nor 
did  I  ever  see  a  line  of  it  till  I  read  it  in  print  In  one  respect  it  is 
most  credible  to  be  his ;  for  there  are  not  two  such  inimitable  poets 
in  England.  I  smiled  on  reading  it,  and  said  to  myself,  "  Dr.  Glynn 
is  well  off  to  have  escaped ! "  His  language  indeed  about  me  has 
been  Billingsgate ;  but  peace  be  to  his  and  the  manes  of  Bowley, 
if  they  have  ghosts  who  never  existed.  The  '  Epistle '  has  now  put 
an  end  to  that  controversy,  which  was  grown  so  tiresome.  I  rejoice 
at  having  kept  my  resolution  of  not  writing  a  word  more  on  that 
subject.  The  Dean  [Milles]  had  swollen  it  to  an  enormous  bladder; 
the  Arch»ologio  poet  pricked  it  with  a  pin ;  a  sharp  one  indeed, 
and  it  burst    Pray  send  me  a  better  account  of  yourself  if  you  can. 

>  Edward  Chimberiftyne,  Biq.,  recently  appointed  leoretaiy  of  the  Treeniiy.  He 
was  80  OTeroome  bj  a  nerrons  terror  of  the  responaibility  of  the  offiee,  that  he 
eommitted  fuidde^  by  tiuowing  himself  oat  of  a  window,  on  the  9th  of  April.-— 
Wrioht. 
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214S.    TO  THB  BEY.  WILLIAM  MA80K. 

Berkeley  Square,  April  18, 1788. 

Fob  forty  good  years  I  have  made  it  my  role  not  to  ask  a  fieiyoiir 
of  any  Mudster,  that  he  might  not  think  he  had  a  daim  on  my 
servility,  or  call  me  imgratefiil  if  I  did  not  accept  his  draft.  Ctf 
Mr.  Conway  (when  Secretary  of  State  before,  and  now,)  I  have 
asked  no  fkyour,  because  I  have  too  good  daim  on  his  firiendship 
not  to  distress  him  if  he  oonld  not  grant  it,  or  not  to  interfere  with 
what  he  might  owe  to  others.  I  did  not  fear  his  eiqieoting  any  dirt 
from  me.  I  haye  as  fall  confidence  in  the  yirtne  of  the  Duke  of 
Bidimond,  and  thongh  I  have  no  strong  title  to  solicit  him,  the 
moment  I  received  yonr  letter  I  wrote  to  his  Grace  and  endosed 
your  brother's  letter.  As  this  was  yesterday  evening,  and  as  I  have 
received  no  answer,  I  condode  that  he  is  hiforming  himself  of  the 
nature  of  the  o£Bce,  and  has  not  partiality  enough  for  me,  which  I 
approve,  to  promise  me  Uindly  what  I  ask.  I  told  him  that  you 
would  not  more  than  I  pay  the  compliment  of  beLug  obliged  to  most 
of  his  associates.  I  stated  the  confidence  you  had  placed  in  his 
good  intentions,  though  I  avowed  that  I  neither  approved  of  his  or 
your  desire  of  toudiing  the  construction  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 
and  in  short  if  he  grants  the  boon  it  will  be  owiog  to  your  merit^ 
not  to  my  intercession. 

AprcpoB  to  the  Duke,  I  can  now  tell  you  by  the  post  something 
I  only  hinted  at;  in  short,  you  Political  speoulatists  have  sown 
soch  doubts  in  his  very  delicate  and  scrupulous  mind,  that  I  wish  he 
does  not  carry  them  much  further  than  you  would  desire.  He  is  so 
struck  with  the  idea  of  all  men  having  a  right  to  choose  their  repre- 
sentatives, that  he  is  averse  to  the  Bill  for  ezduding  Contractors 
(those  locusts)  from  the  House  of  Commons.  I  knew  this  long  ago, 
and  a  melancholy  advantage  he  will  give  to  the  enemy  if  he  joins 
with  their  iniquitous  phalanx.  Your  friend  and  Ardibishop  [Mark- 
ham]  has  convened  his  black  colleagues  to  consult  on  opposiog  that 
most  essential  bilL  None  of  the  bench  but  St  Asaph  [Shipley]  and 
Peterborough  [Hinchliffe]  were  at  Lord  Boddngham's  levee,  where 
I  should  have  conduded  they  would  all  have  met,  but  either  they 
are  reserved  for  Opposition  to  all  the  constitutional  or  reforming 
iiUs,  or  have  calculated  that  the  life  of  ComwaUis  is  worth  more 
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than  tibie  daration  of  this  Mmistry,  or  rather  they  reserre  themaelTeB 
for  Opposition  because  the  odds  lie  on  that  side. 

I  also  knew  that  the  Dnke  of  Bichmond  absented  himself  from 
Parliament  beoanse  his  friends  did  not  oome  into  tile  plans  reUtiye 
to  the  alterations  of  Parliament ;  indeed,  after  Mr.  (>>nway's  sue 
oessful  motion,  the  late  Ministers  were  on  the  point  of  being  beaten. 
The  Lord  Advooate  tamed  the  debate,  and  sa^ed  them  by  nrgiiig 
that  Mr.  Fox  was  engaged  to  support  those  alterations,  whidi  would 
be  so  unpalatable  to  most  of  the  members.  I  could  then  only  hint 
these  dungs  to  yon  darkly ;  I  mention  them  to  show  you,  thai  being 
on  the  spot,  I  saw  many  inoonyenienees  arising  to  ike  cause  fixnn 
too  positiye  adherenoe  to  speculatioiis  on  which  it  was  imposBible  to 
unite  the  many;  and  therefore  if  I  have  appeared  too  positiTS 
myself  yon  will  excuse  me,  as  I  did  not  act  from  mere  opinions  of 
my  own.  As  to  dmmU  is  the  motto  of  the  enemy,  Unum  must  be 
ours;  or — ^bnt  I  doubt  the  first  is  much  more  practicable  than  the 
second. 

What  do  you  say  to  that  wicked  jackanapes  EdenP  The  bomb 
he  threw,  and  which,  though  it  fell  on  his  own  heed,  may  have  per^ 
Terse  consequences,  is  supposed  to  have  been  put  into  his  hands  by 
the  fiend  Loughborough,  with  whom  he  was  shut  up  the  wh(de  pie- 
ceding  day. 

Cumberland's  book  \s  called  '  Anecdotes  of  Spanish  Painten.* 
To  show  he  has  been  in  Spain  (of  which  he  boasts,  though  with  litSe 
reason)  he  spells  every  name  (fliat  is  not  Spanish)  as  they  do ;  flie 
Fleming  Bubens  he  calls  (to  Englishmen)  Pedro  Pablo  Rubens  and 
Yitruyius  Viturbio.  Two  pages  are  siiq^ularly  delectable;  one  of 
them  was  luckily  criticised  this  monting  in  the  'Public  Advertiser,' 
and  saves  me  the  trouble  of  transcribing ;  the  other  is  a  chef  daemon 
of  proud  puppyism.  Speaking  of  subjection  of  Spain  to  the  Osr- 
thaginians,  he  says,  ''When  Carthage  was  her  mistress  it  is  not  easy 
to  conceive  a  situation  more  degrading  for  a  noble  people  than  to 
bear  the  yoke  of  fMinaniih  republioans,  and  do  homage  at  the  shop- 
boaids  of  upstart  demagogues.''  Would  not  one  think  it  was  a  Yere 
or  a  Percy  that  wrote  this  impertanent  condolence,  and  not  a  little 
C09nmi8  f  He  goes  on — **  Surely  it  is  in  human  nature  to  prefer  the 
tyranny  of  the  most  absolute  despot  that  ever  wore  a  crown,  to  the 
mercenary  and  imposing  insults  of  a  trader.  Who  would  not  rather 
appeal  to  a  eawf^  than  acounting^honsef  a  most  worthy  ejaculation. 
^Hus  in  a  free  conmieroial  coun^,  and  from  a  petty  scribe  of  offioe  1 
My  grand&ther  (my  mother's  fstker)  was  a  Danish  timber-mer« 


17^1  fO  THB  RSY.  KB.  MASON.  tt» 

chant;  *  an  honest  sensible  Whig^  and  I  am  texy  ptottd 


do  belieye  he  would  have  treated  a  clerk  of  Lord  Bolingbroke  with 
proper  contempt,  if  he  had  told  him  that  it  was  better  that  all  th4 
tradesmen  of  London  should  be  liable  to  be  sent  to  the  galley  thaii 
that  a  jack  in  office  should  be  made  to  wait  in  a  baekHshop. 

You  are  mistaken  about  Mr.  Sbierlocky  who  I  confess  I  think  has 
parts,  though  you  and  othen  whose  judgments  I  honour  are  of  a 
difibrent  opinion.  I  have  semi  the  real  aufliory  and  had  begun  a 
long  account  of  him  but  laid  it  aside  to  answer  you  on  your  cool* 
mission,  but  I  go  to  Strawberry  to-morrow  and  will  finidi  it  if  I 
have  time^  fi>r  it  is  ewious.  I  shall  retuhi  on  Tuesday,  when 
I  shall  be  very  happy,  if  I  am  aUb,  to  send  you  a  fiivourable  answer 
about  Mr.  Sherman. 


S14S.    TO  THB  BIT.  WILUAM  MAtoV. 

Stnwibeny  HiO,  April  U,  1782. 

I  AM  shocked  at  myself  for  having  made  sportp  though  innocently, 
at  the  Tragedy  of  *  Lord  Bussell,'  as  I  have  since  seen  the  author, 
who  is  a  poor  worthy  Irish  clergyman,  his  name  Stratford,  aged 
about  five-and-forty,  of  gpreat  parts,  and  not  a  little  mad,  as  Lord 
Bristol  has  owned  to  me.  I  found  Mr.  Stratford  so  modest,  so 
humble,  and  so  ignorant  of  ttie  world,  that  I  talked  to  him  very 
firankly,  and  in  the  gentlest  terms  I  could  ufe,  rqiresenting  to  him 
the  total  impossibility  of  his  Play  being  acted  in  its  present  state. 
I  said  I  reckoned  it  immoral  to  flatter  any  author,  in  a  manner  to 
draw  him  into  ezposiDg  himself  &c.  He  allowed  all  my  objections, 
which  I  stated ;  thanked  me  with  the  warmest  gratitude,  and  then 
broke  out  on  the  fiMgnanimity  of  Mr.  Oumberland,  who  had  con- 
descended to  transcribe  his  whole  Play,  and  begun  to  alter  it. 
As  that  magnanimous  doctor  is  so  rank  a  Tory  I  was  still  mora 
surprised. 

The  poor  man  told  me  he  had  brought  his  £Eunily  over,  at  an 
expense  he  could  ill  afford,  to  get  some  of  his  plays  acted,  for  he  has 
also  written  four  comedies.  Methinks  my  Lord  of  Bristol-Derry 
had  better  have  given  him  some  preferment,  than  let  him  write 
himself  into  a  jail,  as  he  probably  wilL  I  offered  to  look  over  one 
of  his  Comedies ;  the  next  morning  he  brought  me  the  first  scene  of 

'  CompMV)  letter  to  liaeon,  Sept  25, 1771.— GmnmiOHAK. 
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one,  but  it  is  so  metapkorioal,  00  tmgrammaticaly  and  lie  lias  smdi  t 
brogiie  thit  I  did  not  guess  at  the  meaning  of  one  sentence.  I  was 
forced  to  take  the  book  out  of  .his  hand  and  read  it  myself  whsn 
I  found  a  prcrfusion  cf  wit  and  ideas,  similies  and  metaphors  so 
strangely  coupled  together  in  the  most  heterogeneous  bands,  Hui 
every  sentence  irould  require  a  commentaiy,  and  deserres  one^ 
thoi^  yon  may  judge  thence  how  unfit  for  the  stage.  He  has  no 
notion  of  simplidty,  character,  or  natore ;  nor  I  belieye  of  oome^ 
itself^  for  he  owned  that  he  had  never  looked  into  Congieve  or 
y anbrugh ;  but  the  strange  part  of  all  is  that  in  the  whole  scene 
there  is  scarce  a  verb  I  all  consists  of  metsphors  in  apposition  and 
allusions  in  hints,  fie  kugfaed  when  I  showed  him  that  there  wai 
nothing  but  substantives  and  adjectives.  Besides  these  works,  he 
has  a  poem  written  long  ago  in  blank  verse,  on  the  BatQe  of 
Fontenoy,  in  nine  cantos.  In  this  he  has  not  discarded  one  of  tiie 
eight  parts  of  speedi;  there  are  sublime  passages,  butlittle  inveniioa 
or  novelty,  at  least  in  the  specimen  that  I  have  seen ;  and  ihe 
images  are  too  fierce.  This  he  is  going  to  publish  by  subscription 
for  present  subsistence,  and  I  shall  toil  to  raise  some  money  for 
him.  He  formerly  printed  a  translation  of  the  first  book  of '  Milton' 
into  Greek,  and  the  University  of  Dublin'  supervised  it  for  him.  He 
repeated  elome  of  the'lin^  to  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  in  my  room, 
who  admired  them,  and  he  quoted  Hebrew  as  glibly ;  and  there  the 
Bishop  imdarstood  him  no  more  Ihan  I  did  his  Greek,  which  I  have 
quite  forgotten.  T^e  Duke  of  Devonshire  has  got  his  comedy,  and 
I  am  sorely  afraid  the  poor  man's  madness  will  be  a  jest  instead  of 
a  matter  of  compassion;  but  I  shall  at  least  endeavour  to  make  them 
pay  for  laughing  at  a  man  that  ought  to  be  respected.  He  cannot 
bear  the  name  of  Johnson,  for  his  paltry  acrimony  against  Milton ; 
in  short  he  is  a  Whig  to  the  marrow. 

Last  night  before  I  came  out  of  town,  I  was  at  a  kind  of  pastoral 
opera  written  by  Lady  Graven,  and  acted  prettily  by  her  own  and 
other  children :  you  will  scold  me  again  for  not  tdling  you  the  title^ 
but  in  truth  I  forgot  to  ask  it.  There  was  imagination  in  it,  but 
not  enough  to  carry  off  five  acts.  The  Chancellor  [Thurlow]  was 
there  091  Mre  (Poffice,  not  as  head  of  the  law,  but  as  Cioisbeo  to  the 
authoress, — his  countenance  is  so  villanous  that  he  looked  more  like 
assassin  to  the  Husband.  Lady  Harcourt  said  he  wanted  nothing 
but  a  red  coat  and  a  black  wig  to  resemble  the  murderers  in 
<  Macbeth.'  The  late  Premier  [North]  consoles  himself  with  bom^ 
moU.    On  Tuesday  in  the  House  of  Commons  he  sat  opposite  to  the 
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Treasury -benoli:  somebody  saij^  ''I  see/  myhcfidt  yon  kave  taken 
jour  place;''  he  replied,  ''Yes,  a  place  for  life."  It  was  better  what 
lie  said  on  the  first  Oazette  of  the  new  Administration^  ''  I  was 
ebused  for  lying  Ghisettes,  ^ut  there  are  more  lies  in  this  one  than 
in  all.  mine — ^yesterday  his  Majesty  imm  phased  to  appoint  the 
Harqids  of  Boddngham,  the  'Duke  of  Biohmond,  Mr.  Gharles 
Foac,  Ac,  &0.,  fta''  It  was  not  a  bad  answer  of  Burke  to  one  ol 
the  late  gang  who  sneered  at  Lord  Effingham's  kissing  hands, 
"Yes,  and  he  is  in  the  very  coat  in  which  he  was  killed  at  the  Biots." 
I  resenre  the  rest  of  my  paper  finr  the  Duke  of  Bidmumd's 
answer,  ^hich  I  hope  to  find  f&vourable— on  Tuesday. 

I  am  mortified,  for  I  am  oome  to  town  and  have  found  neither 
letter  nor  message  firom  the  Duke  I  however,  I  cannot  interpret  it 
ill — for  surely  No  is, easily  said.  Still  I  am  disappointed,  for  when 
one  breaks  a  good  resolution,  one  should  like  to  have  been  obliged 
immediately,  and  enabled  to  notify  the  feiTOur  directly  to  the  person 
for  whom  one  solicits;  at  least  I  had  set  my  heart  on  such  a 
proceeding  towards  you.  I  found  the  note  you  sent  me  by  Mr. 
Sherman ;  I  had  not  named  the  value  of  the  place,  so  it  is  not 
necessary  to  contradict  it,  nor  will  I  stoop  to  lessen  the  worth  of 
what  I  asked,  for  as  I  had  great  pleasure  in  breaking  my  resolution 
to  oblige  you,  I  will  not  haggle  to  obtain  half  of  what  I  thought  I 
asked.  I  did  not  hesitate  when  I  thought  it  double,  but  it  is  plain 
I  am  not  used  to  be  solicitous,  when  I  do  not  like  ihe  least  delays 
which  I  think  blasts  a  favour. 


S147.    TO  THX  BXY.  WILLIAM  XASOK. 

BeHUe^  Bqum^  April  22, 17S2. 

You  will  no  doubt  have  guessed  the  reason  why  you  have  not 
heard  from  me  again  on  the  subject  of  the  cemmission  you  gave  me. 
Had  I  recdved  a  fstvourable  answer,  I  should  have  been  happy  to 
teU  yon  so  instantly.  Even  a  refusal  I  should  not  have  oon- 
oealed.  The  truth  is,  no  answer  at  all  has  been  vouchsafed ;  you 
know  me  too  well,  I  believe,  to  be  surprised  at  my  not  applying 
again ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  you  would  have  been  displeased  it 
I  had.  I7ay,  do  not  laugh  at  me  for  having  imagined,  at  my  age, 
that  there  was  one  man  in  whom  I  could  place  foil  confidence,  who 
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I  could  suppoee  would  be  the  name  m  power  as  wlien  otit,  still  I  will 
be  just  Perbaps  yanit3r  made  me  mistake  ciyilities  for  finendship. 
Perhaps  I  presumed  too  much ;  and  though  I  protest  I  thought  I 
was  not  only  obliging  you  but  serving  the  person  I  soHcited  by 
putting  it  into  his  power  to «ob}ige'  you,  itis  Tery  possible  fliat  I  had 
no  rig^t  to  ask  eren  so  small  a  farour,  and  so  well  founded.  I 
stand  corrected — I  shaU  never  be  so  arrogant  again.  Nay,  Tmless  I 
see  that  person  changed  in  esientmisy  I  will  not,  because  he  has  had 
no  attention  for  me,  oonduda  that  his  virtue  is  shaken  by  sudh  tinsd 
trappings  as  he  has  attained,  and  irhioh  being  so  common  to  the 
most  worthless  of  his  rank,  can  surely  not  be  flattering  to  flu 
individual.  At  least  I,  who  have  more  pride  than  most  meiii 
should  never  be  proud  of  what  are  the  appendages  to  birth  and  rank, 
and  imply  no  merit  in  one's  sel£ 

For  the  trial  I  have  made,  be  assured  t  do  not  repent  it ;  what- 
ever opens  one's  eyes  is  useful,  It  is  good  to  have  one's  vanity 
reprimanded,  nor  can  I  be  sorry  to  have  shown  you  how  zealous  I 
was  to  oblige  you,  though  by  the  manner  in  whidi  I  feel  the  rebuff, 
you  may  judge  how  little  I  am  accustomed  to  ask  favours,  so  little, 
that  this  slight  will  account  to  you  for  my  not  being  able  to  teU  you 
anything  more  than  you  may  see  in  the  newspapers.  I  should  not 
have  haunted  the  new  Ministers — now  I  would  as  soon  st^  into  a 
cave  of  scorpions,  or  connect  with  the  late  Ministers.  My  principles 
will  not  alter,  whether  I  am  neglected  or  whether  they  who  pro- 
fessed the  same  abandon  them,  nor,  unless  they  do,  will  I  think 
they  do.  They  have  a  difficult  part  to  act,  and  nothing  yet  pro- 
mises them  any  success,  so  deeply  had  the  last  wretches  pluiiged  us. 
The  Dutch  are  haughty,  obstinate,  or  too  much  in  the  power  of 
France.  Ireland  adheres  to  its  point.  The  combined  squadrons  of 
the  three  hostile  nations  will  amount  to  fourscore  sail  in  the 
Channel ;  ours  but  to  twenty-seven.  I  do  not  think  that  twenty- 
seven  ought  to  beat  eighty,  because  I  concluded  I  had  a  claim  on 
one  who  had  long  professed  great  regard  for  me :  nor  do  I  hold  the 
new  Ministers  accountable  for  the  impotence  of  a  nation  that  had 
been  made  eunuch  by  their  predecessors. 

If  I  knew  where  to  find  Mr.  I%erman,  I  would  have  sent  and 
begged  him  not  to  lose  his  time  in  town,  or  if  he  can  find  better  in* 
terest  than  my  own  I  should  be  happy  to  have  him  succeed.  If  I  were 
not  afraid  of  mistaking  my  own  wounded  pride  for  his  hardship,  I 
should  say  he  was  iU-treated ;  but  the  first  is  so  natural  that  I  must 
be  on  my  guard  against  myself;  nor  will  I  be  unjust  because  I  have 
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doped  myselfy  whioh  I  do  believe  I  did,  in  oonstraing  great  oiyilitieB 
into  iaeit  professions,  and  in  thinking  the  person  in  question  loved  me 
becanse  I  was  an  enthusiast  to  his  virtues.  Bo  not  therefore  let  my 
blander  prevent  Mr.  Sherman  from  seeking  better  interest 

Mr.  Stonhewer  has  lent  me  a  copy  (am  I  not  to  have  one  myself  P) 
of  yoar^EssayonChnrohMnsio.'  I  was  diverted  by  the  only  passage 
I  nndetstand,  the  '^  Quavers  on  the  generation  of  the  Patriarchs.'' 
fiir  John  Hawkins  must  have  more  sense  or  sensibiUty  than  I  have, 
if  he  is  hurt  by  a  single  word.  I  thank  you  for  its  not  being  more 
striking.  Se  came  in  an  hour  ago  just  as  I  was  fiuiflhiug  it,  and  I 
had  a  mind  to  show  it  to  him,  but  I  did  not  You  will  not  dislike 
the  iayings  of  the  time  in  lieu  of  the  politics.  The  new  Administra- 
tion is  cdled  the  Begency^  as  they  govern  in  the  place  of  the  King. 
Lord  Effingham,  from  his  strange  figure  and  dress  and  his  two  Sta£b, 
as  Deputy  Barl  Mardial  and  Treasurer  of  the  Household,  is  called 
fhe  Devil  on  two  Sticks.  I  look  on  these  sarcasms  as  buds  of  a  new 
Opposition.    Adieu  I 

P.S.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  lately  Dr.  Percy,  the  new  Bishop  of 
Dromore^  told  me  or  rather  proved  to  me  a  curious  anecdote.  You 
know  Professor  Ferguson  denied  positively  in  print  that  a  Highland 
lad  of  his  house  (and  in  presence  of  Dr.  Blair),  recited  some  of  the 
pretended  poems  of  Ossian  in  Erse,  which  I  think  Dr.  Blair  has 
also  denied.  Dr.  Percy  has  lately  found,  I  believe,  on  coming  to 
town  two  letters  from  Blair,  which  he  had  forgotten,  about  Lord 
Algernon  Percjr's  board  in  Ferguson's  house ;  and  in  both  he  men- 
tions the  &ot  of  the  ladV  recitation  in  Ferguson's  house  and  presence. 
I  saw  these  letters  myself,  and  so  did  Lord  Ossory,  the  Bishop  of 
St  Asaph  [Shipley],  and  one  or  two  other  persons  who  were  with 
me.  **  Well,"  said  I,  ''Mr.  Dean,  and  will  you  not  print  these  letters 
to  take  off  tiie  accusation  of  falsehood  fit)m  yourself  P  "  He  seemed 
afraid  to  do  so.  This  timidity  sets  those  Scotch  impostors  and  their 
cabal  in  a  still  worse  light  tiian  their  forgeries,  as  it  shows  their 
persecution  of  all  who  oppose  them.' 

*  10  tea  Bom,  wn^cM  wa&pou. 

Atkm,  April  24, 17S2. 

I  AX  M  mnch  obliged  to  yon  as  if  your  application  had  met  with  immediate 
aacceei ;  but  I  will  not  yet  think  that  it  has  failed,  and  am  only  lonj  that  the  delay 
glToa  yon  lo  mndi  anxiety,  and  fUls  yovr  imagination  with  aneh  aneomfortable  mr- 
miaei.  For  my  own  part,  when  I  oonaider  that  the  Ikvonr  whieh  yon  asked  on  my 
part  required  no  immediate  answer,  and  that  if  done  periups  a  year  hence  maj  be 
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2148.    TO  THS  BBY.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

Berhdey  Square,  AprH  27. 17S2L 

You  was  in  the  right  in  your  potience,  and  I  extremely  in  the 
wrong  in  losing  mine,  yet  to  you  alone  am  I  excusable,  for  I  was  so 
eager  to  senre  you  in  so  slight  and  yet  so  reasonable  a  request,  that 
I  could  not  bear  to  wait  even  a  few  days  for  it  I  met  the  Duke 
[of  Bichmond]  last  night  at  Lady  Aylesbury's ;  he  came  up  to  me 
with  earnestness,  begged  my  pardon  for  not  having  answered  my 
letter,  but  had  called  twice  at  my  house  when  I  was  out  of  town, 
which  I  had  not  heard.  He  told  me  the  suit  should  be  granted,  but 
he  had  stayed  to  enquire  whether  Mr.  Sherman  had  executed  the 
business  well  for  his  fiEkther.    Well,  I  am  overjoyed  on  your  account^ 

done  in  good  time  (as  it  was  not  to  fill  a  Taeanqr,  but  only  on  a  reaignation  to  leoelte 
another  officer),  I  can  easily  impute  it  to  the  Duke's  more  pressing  eoncems.  I  hvi% 
lioweTer,  written  to  Mr.  Sherman  to  use  other  interest,  wMdi  I  know  he  haa;  and  bj 
BO  doing,  perhaps,  put  yonr  better  interest  more  speedily  in  effeek 

I  sliall  to-morrow  write  you  a  longer  letter  by  a  private  hand,  wlueh  wiU  show  yoa 
that  I,  on  my  part,  am  always  ready  to  obey  your  requests,  eren  though  in  so  doing  I 
incor  danger  of  fsUing  into  a  poetical  diarrhcaa.    Therefore,  tiU  to  moirow,     Adio. 

VO  TBI  HOV.  HOaAOB  WALPOUL 

AtUm,  April  25, 1782. 

Tov  cannot  have  a  present,  because  no  penons  are  to  hare  that  fitTour  but  soeh 
persons  as  the  author  is  not  acquainted  with.  You  must,  therefore,  watch  the  papen 
for  a  pamphlet  with  this  title,  '  The  Dean  and  the  Squire ;  a  Political  Edogne,  by  the 
author  of  the  Heroic  Epistle,  Ac.'  But  who  say  you  is  the  Dean  t  Not  I^an  ICiUes, 
nor  yet  Dean  Dampier ;  no,  who  but  Dean  Tucker,  whose  head,  I  can  tell  yon,  jowls 
Tery  musically  against  Squire  Jenyns.^  Ton  have  here  the  whole  of  my  secret,  and  1 
trust  will  keep  it,  so  Ikr  as  the  secret  should  be  kept  Lord  Haroourt^  and  a  few 
inch,  may  be  entrusted. 

I  own  I  hare  as  little  hopes  of  the  present  Ministry's  duration  as  yon  can  have. 
That  wrong-headed  fellow  Burke  will  spoil  all,  with  his  nerves  and  his  fisreical  grimace. 
There  is  not  a  &nner  in  my  parish,  but  when  he  reads  his  speech  about  the  message 
to  the  House,  but  will  laugh  him  to  scorn  for  his  absurdity.  I  have  written  so  much 
these  last  four  days,  in  which  all  that  I  have  now  done  was  begun  and  completed,  that 
my  fingers  feel  tired. 

Tours  very  Caithfiily, 

W.  MiLBoa. 

It  rains  here  incessantly,  send  the  floods  are  ezoetsive.  If  it  does  so  with  you,  I 
hope  it  wiU  drown  all  yonr  caterpillars :  we  want  it  not  for  that  purpose. 


>  Mason  left  a  satire  in  M.S.,  entitled  '  The  Duchess  and  the  Squln ;  a  Political 
Sdogae,  on  the  subject  of  Beform  in  Parliament ; '  but  Mr.  Mitford,  who  has  re  d 
it,  does  not  think  that  its  appearance  in  print  would  be  of  advantage  either  to  the 
poet  or  the  public.— Cuaa  men  am. 
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ImtwlMido  7011  flunk  is  the  eonaeqiieiiee  P---<ihftt  I  nerer  will  ask 
any  fityonr  again.  I  see  I  am  too  proud ;  I  felt  the  appearance  of 
n^gjeot  too  fieroely,  and  never,  nerer  will  I  do  my  few  M^ids  the 
injary  of  suspecting  them  wrongfully.  My  natmre  is  too  hasty  for 
the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  is  not  corrected  by  such  long 
acquaintance  with  it.  I  knew  myself  so  &r  that  for  many  years  I 
have  dealt  little  with  mankind,  and  what  is  the  event  P  Why, 
here  am  I  witSi  all  the  warmth  of  a  boy  I  Oh,  I  am  ashamed  of 
myself  I  I  will  go  to  Strawberry  to-morrow  for  three  days  and 
humble  myself  to  the  dust 

I  have  not  received  what  you  may  trust  I  long  for  [f  The  Deao 
and  the  Squire '],  but  I  suppose  a  private  hand  does  not  travel  so 
£Burt  as  the  post  The  '  Arotueological  Epistle '  has  not  a  gainsayer^ 
Governor  Pownall  tdd  me,  as  a  secret  discovery  he  hadmade,  that  it 
is  certainly  by  the  author  of  the  ^Heroic  Epistle.'  I  have  just 
received  a  letter  from  Scotland,  in  which  the  writer,  Lord  Buchan, 
oites  the  former  witli  high  complacency.  I  have  inundated 
yoa  lately  with  so  many  quires  thf^  I  shall  not  add  a  word  to 
this. 

ai4».    TO  SIB  HOBAOB  HANK. 

Jfoy  6, 1789. 

I  HAVB  given  the  new  Administration  time  to  breathe ;  that  is,  I 
did  not  send  you  details  of  removals  and  preferments,  that  were  the 
mere  business  of  taking  possession,  and  which  affect  individuals,  not 
the  public,  and  consequently  not  you.  Since  their  first  entry,  the 
most  notifiable  event,  of  that  sort  too,  was  the  disposition  of  the 
Garters,  given  to  one  of  the  Princes,  to  the  Dukes  of  Bichmond  and 
Devonshire,  and  to  Lord  Shelbume ;  the  last  a  Httle  unprecedented, 
as  he  is  but  a  recent  Lish  Earl,  and  a  more  recent  English  Baron. 
The  Ejng  had  unaccountably  reserved  four — certainly,  not  on  purpose 
for  the  three  persons  last  named  I  Lord  Ashbumham,  to  whom  one 
had  been  promised,  and  who  was  stiU  more  unaccountably  saved,  as 
Groom  of  the  Stole,  by  his  Majesty,  with  the  Duke  of  Montagu, 
when  the  new  Regents  left  him  the  choice  of  two  for  mercy,  has 
resigned  in  dudgeon,  and  not  very  gratefully ;  as  tvx>  garters  had 
certainly  not  been  left  to  the  King's  nomination.  The  late  success 
of  Admiral  Barrington  against  the  equipment  from  Brest  is  more 
substantial  gilding,  and  illustrates  the  dawn  of  the  new  system.  I 
wish  I  saw  any  S3rmptoms  of  peace. 
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Reformstiim  i»  began,  and  b  deeoraied  wiik  ibit  Kuag's  naiM,iAo 
has  giv^i  up  many  employments  in  the  Oourt  asid  its  purlieus 
Other  popular  bills,  that  aim  at  ransoming  the  House  of  Oonunou 
from  its  late  servility  to  the  CSrown,  do  noi  pass  so  glibfy.  Tim 
Chancellor  resists  them  tooth  and  nail  in  the  oiher  Hoose,  and,  it  ii 
supposed,  will  not  want  support  from  his  former  associates  in  das 
time,  nor  perhaps  from  some  of  his  new.  These  hints  will  prevent 
your  surprise,  should  the  new  machine  receive  any  jdt.  There  ii 
another  public  business  on  flie  carpet,  not  connected  with  politios, 
that  is  no  small  one.  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold,  a  Nabob,  swelled  from 
nothiog  to  a  million,  is  likely  to  be  obliged  to  disgorge. 

A  much  more  important,  Ireland,  is  yet  unsettled.  It  must  be 
settled,  and  to  their  own  liking.  These  outlines  will  help  you  to  t 
due  through  the  newspapers — ^I  pretend  to  no  more. 

One  of  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester's  daughters  is  married ;  1^ 
ceremony  took  place  this  morning.  I  am  just  come  from  Lady 
Laura's  wedding  with  her  cousin.  Lord  Ghewton,'  at  Qloucester 
House.  The  Duke  himself  gave  her  away.  I  am  letoming  ildtiier 
for  the  Court  at  night,  when  the  Duchess  receives  compliments :  but 
the  married  pair  are  gone  out  of  town,  though  it  is  the  depth  of 
winter.  Never  was  there  such  a  spring  1  After  deluges  of  rain,  wo 
haive  had  an  east  wind  that  has  half-starved  London ;  as  a  fleet  of 
colliers  cannot  get  in.  Coals  were  sold  yesterday  at  seven  guineas  a 
chaldron ;  nor  is  there  an  entire  leaf  yet  on  any  tree.  Yet  I  can 
prove  it  is  past  the  first  of  May  by  a  bon-mot  of  George  Selwyn  that 
is  much  in  fashion.  He  called  on  me  that  morning  (the  day  the 
milk-maids  and  chimney-sweepers  dance  about  with  garlands) :  **  We 
have  heard  so  much  lately,''  said  he,  **  of  the  Mq^'esfy  of  the  People^ 
that,  meeting  the  chimney-sweepers  with  their  crowns  of  gilt  paper, 
I  suppose  they  are  taken  for  the  Princei  of  the  Peopk,  and  that  this 
is  a  Collar-day."" 

When  are  you  to  have  the  Pope  returned  on  your  hands  P    I  hear 

*  Gkorge  Wftldegrave,  eldest  son  of  John,  third  £arl  of  Waldegnve,  whom  he 
meoeeded  in  the  title  in  1784. — Walpolb. 

'  The  following  is  Hannah  More's  yersion  of  Geoiige*s  hon-moi :  "  Lord  Pembroke 
came  in  laughing ;  I  asked  what  diverted  him.  He  told  me  he  had  met  George 
Selwyn,  who  fonnd  himself  yery  mach  annoyed  in  the  street  with  chimney-sweeping 
boys ;  they  were  very  damorons,  snrronnded,  daabed,  and  persecated  him ;  in  shorty 
they  wonld  not  let  him  go^  till  they  had  forced  money  from  him :  at  length  he  made 
them  a  low  bow,  and  cried,  '  Qentlemen,  I  hare  often  heard  of  the  Majeaty  of  the 
People ;  I  presome  jronr  highnesses  are  in  conrt  mooming/  "  L^fe,  voL  L  p.  854. — 
WaxouT. 
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file  Emperor  walled  op  ereiy  door  but  000  of  the  pakop  iz^  wbioh  lie 
is  lodged,  and  set  goaida  at  it 

Your  last  is  of  April  the  ISttL  You  bad  Aot  then  hoard  of  the 
Bevolution,  but  was  still  taUdng  of  Minoroa ;  which  was  totally 
absorbed  in  the  late  Qhange,  and  has  not  emerged  sinoe^  nor  do  I 
think  it  will,  at  least  not  finom  want  of  matter.  Such  a  reynlsion  as 
the  late  one  may  ston ;  it  doias  not  compose.  Yirtoe  and  reformation 
may  giro  the  new  Ministers  some  momentary  popularity,  but  it  will 
not  be  equally  durable  with  the  resentment  of  the  displaced  and  the 
oashiered ;  nor  do  I  take  the  late  crew  to  be  so  punctilious  as  the 
late  Opposition :  nor  is  the  nation  so  very  yirtuously  disposed,  as  to 
be  genmne  admirers  of  reformation.  People  must  be  wondrously 
changed,  if  they  vote  as  readily  firom  esteem  as  they  used  to  do  for 
pay.  Esteem  is  no  principle  of  union.  When  men  are  paid,  they 
must  Toie  for  what  they  are  bidden  to  Tote.  They  will  have  a 
thousand  vagaries  when  at  liberty  to  Tote  &r  what  they  £mcy  right 
or  not  The  Ministers  must  continually  propose  or  support  popular 
questions,  or  even  yield  to  those  who  are  ronmng  races  of  popularity 
with  them;  while  the  advocates  for  prerogative  are  crying  out 
against  inroads  made  on  ii 

All  this,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  happen,  unless  some  master- 
genius  gains  tibe  asceadaut.  Mr.  Pox  alone  seems  to  be  such 
a  man.  He  already  shines  as  greatly  in  Place  as  he  did  in 
Opposition,  though  infinitely  more  difficult  a  tasL  He  is  now  as 
indefiatigable  as  he  was  idle.  He  has  per&ct  temper,  and  not 
only  good-humour  but  good-natore;  and,  which  is  the -first  quality 
in  a  Prime  Minister  in  a  firee  coimtry,  has  more  common  sense  than 
any  man,  with  amazing  parts,  that  are  neither  ostentatious  nor 
affsoted.  Lord  North  had  wit  and  good-humour,  but  neither  temper, 
nor  feeUng,  nor  activity,  nor  good-breeding.  Lord  Chatham  was  a 
Uazdng  meteor  that  scattered  war  with  success,  but  sunk  to  nothing 
in  peace.  Perhaps  I  am  partial  to  Charles  Fox,  because  he  resembles 
my  fitther  in  good-sense — ^I  wish  he  had  his  excellent  constitution 
too ;  yet  his  application  to  business  may  preserve  his  Ufe,  which  his 
former  dissipation  constantly  endangered.  Another  advantage  we 
have  is  in  Mr.  Conway's  being  at  the  head  of  the  Army.  With  him 
nobody  stands  in  competition.  His  military  knowledge  is  unques- 
tionably without  a  riv^  His  predecessor,  Lord  Amherst,  was  as 
much  below  all  rivals.  There  is  no  word  for  him  but  downright 
stupidity.  Had  five  thousand  French  landed  while  he  commanded, 
ho  was  totally  inoqMible  of  preparing  or  putting  in  motion  the  least 


118  HORAOB  WALFOLm  UmOSB.  [1781 


Opposition.  I  oould  idl  yoa  heiB  fliat  would 
blown  to  every  ensign  in  the  anny.  The  fleet  will  now  be  onited, 
and  want  none  of  its  best  offioers.  Lord  Sandwidi,  thongb  oertainly 
a  man  of  abilities,  was  grown  obstinate,  peevish,  intractable,  and  was 
not  bom  for  great  actions.  He  loved  subtlety  and  tricks  and  indirect 
paths,  qualities  repugnant  to  genius.  Still,  I  conclude,  as  I  used  to 
do  before  the  change,  let  us  have  peace  I  We  certainly  are  so  tat 
nearer  to  it,  that  these  Ministers  will  leave  nothing  vigcmnu 
unattempted  while  the  war  lasts.  The  last  neither  thought  (tf  peaces 
nor  took  one  proper  step  towards  success  in  the  war.  The  nation 
must  have  been  utterly  undone,  had  they  remained  a  year  long^  in 
power.  They  thought  their  power  secure,  and  really  cared  about 
nothing  else ;  and  many  of  them  and  all  their  tools  and  creatures 
wished  for,  and  talked  for,  arbitrary  power,  as  a  compensation  for  all 
our  misfortunes  and  disgraces.  Indeed,  I  tell  you  the  truth.  I  ha^e 
seen  it  and  known  it  long,  and  have  not  the  smallest  private  intraest 
in  my  opinions.  From  my  fediher's  death  to  my  own  it  will  be 
evident,  that  I  never  received  a  favour  for  myself  from  any  other 
Minister  of  whatever  party. 


2150.    TO  THB  BBY.  WILLIAM  MA80K. 

Ma^  7, 1781 

If  I  did  not  know  that  you  can  do  just  what  you  will  and  can 
write  in  any  and  aU  styles,  I  should  not  have  expected  that  jon, 
could  couch  the  subtleties  of  metaphysics  in  short  verse.  Nay,  you 
have  done  so  too  well,  for  I  doubt  whether  the  general  run  of  readers 
and  Bishops  will  understand  your  double-edged  irony,  it  is  so  closely 
reasoned.  I  must  have  the  second  part  too,  for  it  is  incomplete,  nor 
have  you  lashed  the  most  offensive  parts  of  the  Squire's  Book, 
especially  the  pages  146  and  147.  The  preface  and  notes  are 
excellent  too,  and  I  thank  you  particularly  for  Butler's  niche.  The 
certificate  will  puzzle  and  perplex.  One  Baines,  I  hear,  is  now 
thought  the  author  of  the  '  ArchsBologic  Epistle.'  I  am  persuaded 
that  there  will  be  a  controversy,  and  that  some  will  maintain  that 
the  one  is  by  the  '  Heroic  Epistle '  Writer,  and  others  that  the 
'Squire  and  Dean'  is,  while  many  will  go  on  believing  that  the 
latter  Dean  is  Milles,  though  they  do  not  know  how.  I  wish 
*  Fresnoy '  was  ready  to  increase  the  perplexity. 

The  papers  will  tell  you  that  confusion  is  already  set  on  foot  in 
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the  House  of  Lords.  There  is  one  too  who  urges  on  economy  in 
order  to  drive  the  new  Ministers  to  make  more  enemies,  and  so 
deprive  them  of  the  means  of  making  friends.  I  do  not  belieye  he 
will  find  much  difficulty  in  getting  rid  of  most  of  them.  That 
perhaps  would  he  fortunate  should  it  happen  soon,  while  they  are  in 
the  Uoom  of  their  popuhunty,  and  before  tibey  have  lost  none  of  it 
and  before  the^  quarrel  amangsi  ihemeekee,  but  the  last  is  most  likely 
to  arrive  first  My  own  opinion  is  that  tibere  will  be  great  confusion 
befiora  any  pemanent  settlement.  The  present  system  was  not 
intended  nor  is  constituted  to  last,  nor  have  I  a  higher  idea  of  the 
abilities  of  those  who  I  believe  are  meant  to  succeed.  The  old  party 
will  recover  their  spirits  every  day,  with  pretty  near  one  principle  of 
action,  while  the  new  will  spHt  into  petty  divisions,  and  run  races  of 
popularity  with  each  other.  Perhaps  after  some  struggles  and  some 
more  revoludouSy  the  whole  will  subside  into  the  two  ancient  divisions 
under  the  colours  of  prerogative  and  liberty :  but  these  may  be  only 
my  conjeetures  or  visions,  and  therefore  I  will  tire  you  with  no  more 
of  them.  A  master  genius  may  give  a  different  turn  to  the  whole, 
but  as  yet  there  are  so  many  chiefs,  and  so  few  fit  to  be  so,  that  any 
system  will  be  lame  and  hobbling  for  some  time.  In  truth,  I  discern 
but  one  capable  of^eing  the  leader.*  I  will  not  name  him,  lest  you 
and  I  shodd  not  ^Ibe.    Adieu  1 

P.S.  Lady  Laura  and  Lord  Ghewton  were  married  two  days  ago. 
You  talk  of  bad  weather  in  your  last ; — ^it  has  lasted  here  to  this 
instant :  there  is  not  a  leaf  big  enough  to  cover  a  caterpillar.  But 
we  do  not  seem  likely  to  want  any  shade.  I  suppose  they  who  affect 
to  like  it,  which  they  will  if  it  is  not  to  be  had,  will  build  conserva- 
tories to  bring  their  trees  forward,  to  which  there  will  be  a  double 
temptation,  as  coals  are  risen  to  enormous  price ;  and  though  Ministers 
must  court  popularity  by  economy,  economy  is  not  a  jot  more  in 
fashion  even  amongst  the  people.  Not  a  Beggar's  Civil  List  but  is 
two  or  three  quarters  in  arrear :  and  give  the  King  his  due,  I  question 
whether  he  is  half  so  much  in  debt  in  proportion  as  the  lowest  of  his 
tradesmen." 

'  Conw»7«of  oonnet— CummiaaAif. 

*  TO  TUI  BOX.  BORACm  WALPOLI. 

AtUm,  Ma^  S,  1781 

I  HATi  thought  proper  not  to  break  in  upon  your  petiie  earime  or  Penitentiaiy 
f kree  dsjs  »t  Strawberry,  with  my  repetition  of  thanlLi,  which  I  ainoerely  offer  yon, 
for  (he  pains  and  intereet  yon  liare  ta^en  in  the  afiair  I  petitioned  yon  upon.    Yon 
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2in.    TO  SIB  HOBACE  MAKK. 

Berid^  Sptan,  Mc^  18, 1781 

FoBTUNB  8  ifea£herooc&  has  ohanged  onee  mofe  in  oar  fufonr ;  ire 
were  drowmngi  but  now  ride  again  in  triumph  through  the  streets  of 

nj  thtl  y<m  win  ]i0fer  Mk%  tntaifleriil  fcvwir  tgibi,aad  jam  agr  wML  I,oaaT 
ptfi,  hope,— I  sluJl  tt|^  wUf,  for  I  MQ  fore  I  ihall  saj  H  inly,— iW  I  will  lufff 
loliclt  yott  to  do  ao,  except  for  the  Deanery  of  Olonoester  for  mynelf,  when  the  premt 
Desa  shall  be  made  a  Bbhop :  thia  ii  my  only  ezoeption,  and  I  liop«  y<m  will  admit 
U  to  be  a  reaaonable  oneu 

You  liare  by  Uui  time,  I  mppow,  reoeiTed  wliat  I  lent  by  a  priTate  hand.  I  wosld 
wish  yon  to  r«id  '  spiritnel '  for  '  spiritoal/  in  page  111,  and  to  insert  this  parenthtrii 
between  L210  and  211 : 

(Unless,  by  Jnstiee  to  be  mumbled. 
He's  forced  to  stay  like  Kabob  Bombold.) 

This  will  appear  in  Hm  seeood  edition,  with  an  apology  fur  Hm  bfoniiieBS  of  ssai 
of  the  Jests  in  imitation  of  the  author  of  the  Walloons. 

I  hope  yon  will  tell  me  all  that  yon  hear  (worth  hearing)  on  this  occasion,  and  thit 
yoa  will  beUereme  to  be 

Tour  mneh  obliged  and  grateCbl  serfank 

to  TEB  BOH.  BOBAOI  WALP<»I. 

Atim,  Mq9  18^  1781 

Tri  one  Baines,  whom  you  mentioned  in  your  last  bat  one,  is  an  ingenioiis  yovng 
Torfcshireman,  a  student  in  Oray's-inn,  who  coald  not  well  conceal  hiinself  on  a  prior 
occasion,  because  it  was  absolutely  necessary  he  should  reTise  the  press ;  but  in  th» 
laitter  he  dieguised  himself  en  milUaire,  and  managed  the  matter  excellently.  I  harw 
heard  firom  him  lately,  and  he  wants  much  to  know  whether  that  ballad  of  the  Duke 
of  Wharton'si  which  yon  hare  quoted  in  your  '  Noble  Authors^'  toL  ii.  p.  181» 

The  Duke  he  drew  out  half  his  swordy 
The  Onard  drew  out  the 


be  in  print  or  in  IfS. ;  if  in  print,  where  he  can  find  itt  I  should  be  much  obliged  to 
you,  if  you  will  giro  him  a  single  line  of  intelligence  on  this  matter :  his  addraa  is, 
to  John  Baines,  Bsq.,  Na  11,  Oray's-inn  (by  the  penny-post).  I  know  not  why  he 
wants  it ;  bat  I  wish  to  oblige  him,  aa  he  has  been  rery  useful  to  me,  and  may  be 
more  so. 

I  sent  up  by  the  last  poet  to  my  Mend  Mr.  H.  Duncombeagra?eOdeto  Mr.  W.Pitt, 
a  kind  of  Oempanion  to  my  but  to  the  Naval  Officers  of  Oreat  Britain,  which,  if  he 
thinks  it  will  be  well  timed,  is  to  be  printed  by  DodUey  immediately.  This  will  senre 
to  puisle  perhaps  better  than  '  Frosnoy,'  was  he  ready  to  nu^e  his  appearance,  which 
he  will  not  be  iU>le  to  do  till  next  winter,  for  our  York  press  works  sure  but  slowly. 
But  I  remember  you  asked  me  before,  who  is  Mr.  Duncombe  Y  *  Mr.  Dteicombe,  sir,  is 
our  county  member,  made  such  by  our  ToriLshire  Association,  when  we  turned  out 
Lascelles.  Do  not,  howerer,  be  aftaid  that  this  Ode  turns  mudi  on  our  principles ;  a 
little,  indeed,  it  doee,  but  there  is  a  fling  in  it  at  the  Protesters,  Bathunt^  Archbishop 


'  Mason  is  notalifo  to  Walpole'a  Association  sneer.— GvnnaoBAif. 
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cnr  eapitely  the  OoMtL  Two  diqrsagdi  we  learnt  tlieootiqaMtofihe 
principal  Datch  tetdemeiit*— on  Ceylon ;  and,  as  we  hare  not  many 
tributery  tootiHi'cTm  left»  I  sappose,*  shall  bully  that  Empat>ri  like  our 
predeeesBon.  We  expect  to.be  np  to  the  eara  in  rabies,  dephants, 
ainnaiBon,  and  pepper.  HoweTer,  as  flie  House  of  Oommons  has  at 
last  had  the  deoea<7  to  oaU  some  of  our  abominable  Nabobs  to 
account,  and  are  going  to  squeeze  Sir  Thomas  RnmboM's  sacks  of 
diamonds  and  rupees,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  poor  Geylonists  will 
be  jdnndered  less  impadei^y.  I  am  partial  to  them,  having  been 
intimate  iri&L  them,  as  the  Isle  of  Serendep,  from  the  days  of  the 
'Arabian  Nights.' 

But  liehea  and  cttmamon  ore  baubles  in  comparison  of  glory. 
To-day  we  hear  that  Sir  Gtoorge  Rodney  has  defeated--4iy,  and  taken 
— -Monsieitt  de  Grasse  in  his  own  ship,  'La  Ville  de  Paris,*  of  a 
hundred  and  ten  guns,  three  others  of  seventy'-four,  one  of  sixty-four, 
and  sunk  another  of  the  line.  We  hare  lost  three  hundred,  haye 
seven  hundred  wounded  (whom,  alas !  a  West  India  climate  will  not 
recover),  three  captains,*  and  Lord  Robert  Manners,  a  fine  young 

flf  Toik,  Cliandofl,  Tngti,  asainil  the  Bill  for  providilig  for  Lord  Ohithifen'i  ton, 
which  I  think  will  lead  yea  to  ezcue  the  other. 

Pray  make  my  moat  oordial  congratnlationa  to  Lady  Chewton,  and  delifer  her  thia 
meange  Terbatim : 

"  That  if  I  waa  not  too  old  and  too  annfly  I  ahonld  oartainly  attempt  writing  her 
BpithalamiunL" 

If  your  caterpHlara  are  not  drowned  ere  thia,  they  certainly  are  of  the  otter  genua ; 
for  it  ia  here  never  fkir  weather  for  a  qnarter  of  an  hoor. 

Toa  mentioned  in  a  former  letter  that  you  thought  I  had  treated  your  friend  Sir 
John  Hawkina  mighty  dnlly.  Ko  matter  for  that  I  dare  aay,  if  he  erer  reada  my 
'  Cathedral  Eany/  he  will  anawer  it :  he  ii  much  more  to  be  dreaded  aa  a  oontrorer- 
aaUet  than  aqy  two  Deaoa  and  a  Sqoire^  and  a  Dr.  Johnao%  and  a  whole  bench  of 
Biahopa,  into  the  baigain. 

Tonn  moat  troly, 

W.  Kiios. 

I  hope  you  hare  made  my  moat  reapectfol  acknowledgmenta  to  the  Duke  of  RicV 

mond,  which  are  eqnaUy  die  to  him  from  me,  whether  Mr.  Shennaa  be  fonnd  eligibU 

ernoi. 

May  22nd, 

P.8.  Thii  waa  to  have  gone  by  the  laat  poet  on  Sunday,  but  waa  forgot  to  be  aent ; 
aince  then  I  hare  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sherman,  who  hat  told  me  that,  by  yeor  being 
10  obliging  aa  to  forward  hia  fother^a  petition  by  Qeneral  Conway  to  the  Duke  [of 
Richmond],  the  afiair  waa  aettled  in  his  foroor.  He  ia  very  gratefol,  and  I  am,  aa  I 
ought  to  be,  aa  mneh  ao  to  yon,  the  Qeneral,  and  the  Dak»  But  he  tella  me,  alao, 
that  when  he  called  at  your  door  yon  could  not  aee  him,  being  ill  of  a  ferer.  I  hope 
in  God  thia  waa  even  lesa  than  a  ferrette;  a  ferer,  I  hope  of  Dayid'a  coinage,  aa 
an  honeat  porter  haa  a  right  to  do  on  occaaion.  Howerer,  I  wiih  to  hear  aoon  that 
yon  are  rei^y  well,  eren  without  a  recoreiy. 

1  The  three  captaina,  who  fell  in  Kodn^y'a  great  Tietoiy  of  the  12th  of  April,  1782, 
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fellow,  only  brother  of  the  Boke  of  Butlaiid,  whodieddf  LiBwomidi 
on  the  passage — bat  not  one  ship ;  jet  yon  see  iiie  action  xnnst  hvn 
been  bloody.  Bodney  was  recalled  by  the  new  Admiralty,  but 
|!eooyers  from  his  fidls  with  manreUons  agiUty.  The  late  Mimsten 
are  thus  robbed  of  a  yiotory  that  ought  to  have  been  theirs ;  but  the 
mob  do  not  look  into  the  almanac  The  City  of  Westminflter  had 
just  nominated  our  young  Oiceroy  Mr.  WilEam  Pitt,  to  replace  Sir 
George  as  their  repreeentatiTe  at  the  next  general  electioa ;  the  latter 
being  a  little  imder  a  doud  from  his  rapacity  at  St.  Eostatii. 
Now,  Mr.  Pitt  must  exert  some  oratorioal  modesfy,  and  beg  notto 
dethrone  a  hero ! 

These  naval  rostra  arriyed  very  opportunely  to  stay  our  imiwtJeiKW 
for  a  victory  over  the  Dutch,  which  we  have  expected  a  good  week 
frt>m  Lord  Howe's  hands— charming  victories,  if  they  frualitate 
peace  1  We  have  two  n^tiators  actually  at  Paris ;  the  principsl, 
Mr.  Thomas  Ghrenville,  whom  you  saw  so  lately.  It  will  be  one  of 
Fortune's  caprices,  if  the  son  of  the  author  of  the  Stamp  Act  and  of 
the  war  is  the  mediator  of  peace. 

Lest  we  should  be  too  exalted  by  these  successes,  we  yesterday 
drank  a  cup  of  humiliation.  Both  Houses,  in  very  few  hours,  signed 
the  absolute  independence  of  Lreland.  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if 
our  whole  binity  is  dissolved,  and  if  Scotland  should  demand  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union.  Strange  if  she  alone  does  not  profit  of  our 
distresses.  It  is  very  true  she  was  grown  more  fond  of  avaiUng 
herself  of  our  prosperity. 

There,  there  is  a  better  cargo  of  news  than  I  have  sent  you  ht 
some  years ! 

I  have  received  yours  with  the  melancholy  account  of  Lady 
William  Campbell,  and  the  one  enclosed  for  General  Oonway.  I 
shall  probably  see  him  this  evening,  for  I  am  confined  by  a  little 
gout  in  my  foot  I  caught  a  violent  cold  last  week,  which  turned 
to  a  fever  and  great  oppression  on  my  breast  Two  bleedings  carried 
off  all  entirely ;  but,  as  I  expected,  left  me  this  gout  in  lieu.  How- 
ever, I  know  better  how  to  manage  an  English  mastiff  that  I  amused 
to,  than  a  tiger  from  Afric. 

I  am  concerned  for  your  loss  of  Patch.'  He  had  great  merit  in 
my  eyes  in  bringing  to  light  the  admirable  paintings  of  Masaccio,  so 
little  known  out  of  Florence  till  his  prints  disclosed  them. 

are  oommemonted  in  marble  in  Wetiminiier  Abbey,  bj  tbe  chisel  of  KoDekm.    II 
ie  %  fine  monument. — OvmrnrosAif. 
*  An  Bngliih  painter,  lettled  at  Florence. — Walpoli. 
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Ab  our  tnqAiieB  airired  to-day,  I  was  impaiieiiit  to  mze  them  tot 
joxL,  bat  the  post  set  out  last  nigHty  and  wQl  not  depart  again  tOl 
Taesdaji  by  whieli  time  I  may  be  aUe  to  send  you  another  naval 
eroVn.  I  hate  myself  tar  b^ng  so  like  a  sportnnan,  who  is  going 
out  to  hnnty  and  hopes  to  be  able  to  make  his  friend  a  present  of 
more  game ;  but  I  doubt  we  must  wade  through  more  destrootion  to 
peace.  What  idiots  are  mankind  to  sacrifice  iliemselyes  to  the 
frantic  passions  of  a  tew  I  The  slain  only  pass  for  rubbish  of  which 
iiie  use  is  destroyed:  lAo  thinks  onthemP  I  do  not  quite  lore  your 
Emperor,  tibough  he  has  demolished  oonyentB.  I  doubt  he  calculates 
that  the  more  copulation  is  encouraged,  the  more  soldiers  he  shall 
haTa 

Lord  Howe's  victory  is  not  yet  hatched ;  we  reckon  him  in  pursuit 
of  the  Dutch.  The  wbole  town  was  illununated  to  Rodney's  health 
<m  Saturday  nighi  I  was  just  gone  to  bed  in  pain,  when  a  mob,  the 
masters  of  our  ceremonies,  knocked  outrageously  at  the  door,  and 
would  scarce  have  patience  till  the  servants  could  put  out  lights ; 
and  tiU  three  in  the  morning  there  was  no  sleeping  for  rockets  and 
squibs.  Lord  Bobert  Manners  lost  one  leg  and  had  the  other  and 
one  arm  broken,  yet  Uved  three  weeks  in  good  spirits  till  the  locked 
jaw  oame.  How  many  others  of  whom  one  shall  not  hear,  because 
fliey  were  not  young  Lords  I 

AJter  dtmur. 

The  Dutch  fleet  have  escaped  into  the  Texel,  and  Lord  Howe  is 
expeded.  back  into  the  ChanneL 
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Berhdeif  Sqitare,  Ma^  U,  1782. 

You  are  always  kind  to  me,  dear  Sir,  in  all  respects,  but  I  have 
been  forced  to  recur  to  a  rougher  prescription  than  ass's  milk.  The 
pain  and  oppression  on  my  breast  obliged  me  to  be  blooded  two  days 
together,  which  removed  my  cold  and  fever ;  but,  as  I  foresaw,  left 
me  the  gout  in  their  room.  I  have  had  it  in  my  left  foot  and  hand 
&r  a  week,  but  it  is  going.  This  cold  is  very  epidemic  I  have  at 
least  half-a-dozen  nieces  and  great-nieces  confined  with  it,  but  it  is 
not  dangerous  or  lasting.  I  shall  send  you  within  this  day  or  two, 
tiie  new  edition  of  my  'Anecdotes  of  Pamting;'  you  will  find  very 
little  new :  it  is  a  ebesap  edition  for  the  use  of  artists,  and  that  at 
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leasts  ihey  wko  reallj  wuii  the  book,  and  not  the  6iirioflii]r»  laay 
have  it»  without  being  fbreed  to  giye  the  ontrageoiia  piiee  at  wbUi 
the  Strawbeny  edition  aeUa,  merely  because  it  is  rare. 

I  could  assure  Mr.  Gough,  that  the  Letter  on  Ohatterfani  cost  me 
terjr  small  pains.  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  recollect  and  relate  fte 
exact  truth.  There  has  been  published  another  piece  on  it^  which  I 
cannot  teU  whether  meant  to  praise  or  blame  me,  so  wretchedly  is  it 
written ;  and  I  have  received  another  anonymous  one,  dated  Oxfixd 
(which  may  be  to  disguise  Oambridge),  and  which  professes  to  treat 
me  very  severely,  though  stuflEed  with  fulsome  complrmeats.  Itaboni 
me  for  spealdng  modestly  of  myself—*  firalt  I  hope  I  shall  nefor 
mend ;  avows  agreeing  with  me  on  the  supposition  of  the  poemi^ 
which  may  be  a  lioi  for  it  is  not  uncharitable  to  conclude  that  sa 
anonymous  writer  is  a  liar ;  acquits  me  of  being  at  all  acceasoiy  to 
the  poor  lad's  catastrophe ;  and  then  with  most  sensitive  nerves  is 
shodced  to  death,  and  finds  me  guilty  of  it,  for  having,  after  it 
happened,  dropped,  that  had  he  lived  he  might  have  fallen  into  mors 
serious  forgeries,  though  I  declare  that  I  never  heard  that  he  did. 
To  be  sure,  no  Irishman  ever  blundered  more  than  to  accuse  one  of  an 
«p  po9t  fado  murder  t  If  this  Hibernian  casuist  is  smitten  ^loug^ 
with  his  own  miscarriage  to  preserve  it  in  a  magiaeine  phial,  I 
shall  certainly  not  answer  it,  not  even  by  this  couplet,  which  is 
suggested: 

So  Iklsofie,  jet  lo  oaptioiu  too,  to  tell  yon  mach  it  grierte  me, 

That  though  your  flattery  makes  me  sick,  your  peeTUhneBs  reUetee  me^ 

Adieu,  my  good  Sir.  Pray  inquire  for  your  books,  if  you  do  not 
receive  them :  they  go  by  the  Cambridge  Fly. 


2158.    TO  THS  BBV.  WILLIAM  KA80K. 

Berhdey  Square,  Ma^  25^  178S. 

Mt  illness  was  indeed  not  an  excuse  left  with  the  porter  to  avoid 
visits  but  a  very  serious  one,  tibe  consequences  of  which  are  not  yet 
gone.  I  caught  a  violent  cold,  which  fell  on  my  breast  and  obliged 
me  to  be  blooded  two  days  together.  In  course  tibe  bleedingiK 
brought  the  gout,  and  here  I  am  on  my  couch  with  both  left  hand 
and  foot  in  flannel  I  was  at  the  worst  when  I  wished  to  see 
Mr.  Bhennan,  but  I  am  content  that  he  and  you  are  so.  My  cold 
is  an  epidemic  one ;  the  Duchess  f  of  Gloucester]  and  all  my  nieces 
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are  laid  19  bjr  it  Ladj  Ghewton  has  been  preMaied,  but  looked 
aadly,  haying  been  bjooded  ibe  dfty  beli^. 

As  I  haye  tibe  nse  of  but  one  hand  and  am  reduced  yery  low,  I 
can  merely  answer  yoor  paragraplL  I  did  write  a  few  lines  last 
ni^t  to  Mr.  Bakes,  tbl^t  pau  might  lose  no  meritwith  hi|D^  bpt  I 
could  give  him  no  satis&cl^iL  I  haye  utterly  forgot  eyery  cboum- 
stanoe  relatiye  to  that  ballad.*  Probably,  as  I  liyed  in  that  century, 
I  retained  the  lines  by  n^eiQory,  but  whether  I  did  or  not  I  cannot 
tell  now. 

I  haye  looked,  but  do  not  see  your  new  '  Ode'  adyertised*  I  do  not 
eare  what  it  is  about,  I  dare  to  say  I  shall  like  ii  My  present 
objeot  is  to  be  amused,  which  few  but  you  can  compass.  For  politics, 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  Boyalists  are  routed,  and  at  least  they  mmt 
fight  their  way  back  before  they  can  do  more  positiye  Tnisohipf.  I 
cannot  look  forwards  to  what  I  may  not  see.  I  haye  loyed  old  Ijady 
Engl?»nd  Y^  di^iiiterestedly  till  I  am  sixtyrfiye.  She  has  now 
got  younger  and  abler  gallants,  and  must  beg  sh^  will  dispense  with 
my  troubling  my  head  any  more  with  her  afibirs.  It  is  prudent  for 
old  fdks  to  take  the  opportunity  of  any  new  era  for  bieakiug  off 
instead  of  tapping  eyery  new  generation  one  after  another. 

They  say  there  is  another  packet  of  good  news  come  this  morning, 
and  that  Sir  Samuel  Hood  has  taken  two  or  three  more  men-of-war. 
It  is  surely  yery  pleasant  that  now  one  can  dare  to  be  glad  of  suocessi 
Three  montiis  ago  a  yictory  made  one  expect  to  be  sent  to  the 
Bastile,  still  it  is  fortunate  that  Rodney  and  Hood  cannot  march 
their  fleet  to  the  door  of  the  House  of  Oommone — if  they  could  I — 

J^fUr  dinner. 

The  codicil  to  our  yictory  is  true.  Hood  has  taken  an  eighty  and 
aeyeniy-four,  two  frigates  and  a  store-ship,  all  chuck-full  of  cannon, 
masts,  &c*i  dftrfined  to  equip  their  fleet  for  th9  conquest  of  Jamaica. 
'SLodmeiY  is  made  an  English  and  Hood  an  Iridi  peer,  Drake  a 
Baronet  and  Jeryis  a  Knight  of  the  Bath ;  but  all,  I  doubt,  will  not 
compensate  the  unlucky  reeaU  I  for  you  may  be  sure,  if  the  indi- 
yiduals  would  be  sooflied,  the  faction  will  not." 

'  AImuI  tlM  Bdct  of  Wharton,  cmi^  p.  2S0.^OvvvniaHAM. 

*  so  van  mm.  bobaoi  waltou. 


A§Um,  June  2, 1782. 

I  AM  soRj  joor  lIUieM  was  real,  bat  hope  jovr  next  will  tall  ma  thai  the  gout 
wlileh  followed  it  haa  entirely  left  yoo. 

I  recaiTed  » letter  the  Ust  po«t  from  Lord  Haroonrt,  who  apeaka  of  cenain  oUiga- 
TOL.  Tin.  « 
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tl54.    TO  THS  RSY.  WILLIAM  CfOLS. 

Berkdey  Bwim^  Jvmm  1. 1T81 

I  THAinc  you  mnchy  dear  Siri  for  your  kind  mtention  about 
EUzabeih  of  York ;'  but  it  would  be  gluttony  and  rapacity  to  accept  ber : 
I  have  her  already  in  the  picture  of  her  marriage,  which  was  Lady 
Pomfref  s ;  besides  Vertue's  print  of  her,  with  her  husband,  son,  and 
daughter-in-law.  In  truth,  I  have  not  room  for  any  more  pictures 
anywhere ;  yet,  without  plundering  you,  or  without  impoyerishing 
myself,  I  have  supernumerary  pictures  with  which  I  can  fumidi 
your  vacancies ;  but  I  must  get  well  first  to  look  them  out  As  yei 
I  cannot  walk  alone ;  and  my  posture  as  you  see  makes  me  write  ilL 
It  is  impossible  to  reooyer  in  such  weather — never  was  such  a  sicUj 
time. 

I  have  not  yet  seen  '  Bishop  Newton's  life.'  I  will  not  give  ftree 
guineas  for  what  I  would  not  give  three-pence,  his  'Works ; '  bis 
'Life,'  I  conclude,  will  be  borrowed  by  all  the  magarines,  andtherel 
shall  see  it. 

I  know  noliiing  of  AcciUator — 1  have  forgotten  some  of  my  good 
Latin,  and  luckily  never  knew  any  bad ;  having  always  detested 


lions  be  hMUitdyreoeiTed  from  yoa  In  a  rtrj  mdgoMml  yii  Teij  gnkML 
and  as  I  can  gnoM  at  gratitade  better  tban  I  can  at  a  riddls^  and  beliere  it  in  tikis  essB 
to  be  sincere,  1  find  myself  inclined  to  tell  yon  so.  Had  be  been  a  Bishop  Instfied  of 
an  Bail,  I  sbonld  bare  bad  a  reason,  afwHori,  for  so  doing ;  bat  la  it  1%  it  Is  snrsly 
not  so  common  a  tidng  as  not  to  deserre  notidng. 

Tbat  cnnnadgeon  Dodsley  basy  I  find,  printed  my  '  Ode '  in  a  gigantie  type^  to 
swell  it  out  to  tbe  price  of  a  shilling;  thongfa  I  ordersd  it  to  be  printed  exaoUy  like 
my  former  to  the  Natal  Officers :  it  mi^es  it  look  a  mere  oatchpenny.  If  erer 
I  print  any  sneb  littie  matUrs  sgain,  I  am  resolred  to  do  them  at  my  own  czpense» 
and  gire  them  to  a  few  friends,  from  whom  the  Cbronldes  and  llagaabMs  may  steal 
them. 

I  find  by  the  papers  be  [Dodsley]  has  reprinted  yoor  *  Aneedotes,'  and  made  them 
as  mnoh  too  cheep  as  my '  Ode'  is  too  desr;  bat  I  suppose  yoa  Interfered  In  that 
matter. 

I  am  told  that  I  bare  bad  the  bonoor  to  bare  my  life  printed ;  not,  Indeed,  by 
Dr.  Johnson,  but  I  fimcy  by  a  biographer  of  the  same  stamp ;  for  he  says  I  am  a 
Bepablican.  If  yon  ba?e  the  cariosity  to  read  it»  I  am  told  it  is  in  a  book  called  a 
*  Companion  to  the  Theatre.'  You  see  I  am  at  a  sid  loss  for  a  topic  to  write  abool 
when  I  mention  each  a  trifle.  I  will  therefore  condude  with  tK^r^^g  yoo  fSor 
sending  yonr  no  intelligence,  which  yet  was  yoor  best  iBleUlgeno%  to  Mr.  Baines 
aboat  the  ballad  he  was  In  search  for. 

Beliefe  me,  dear  sir,  yovn  moat  heartily, 
W.JLumr. 

A  portrait  from  the  Idcworth  collection  which  Cole  offered  to  present  to  Walpol% 
— CaaaiaoBAX. 
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monkish  barbarism.  Ihaye  just  finished  Mr.  Pennant's  new  Yolume^ 
parts  of  which  amused  me ;  though  I  knew  every  syllable  that  was 
worth  knowing  before,  for  there  is  not  a  word  of  novelty ;  and  it  is 
tiresome  his  giving  snoh  long  extracts  out  of  Dugdale  and  other 
common  booksy  and  telling  one  long  stories  about  all  tibe  most 
celebrated  characters  in  the  English  history,  besides  panegyrics  on  all 
who  showed  him  their  houses :  but  the  prints  are  charming ;  though 
I  cannot  conceive  why  he  gave  one  of  flie  Countess  of  Cumberlandt* 
who  never  did  anything  worth  memory,  but  recording  the  very  night 
on  which  she  conceived. 

The  'Fair  Circassian'  was  written  by  a  Mr.  Pratt^  who  has 
published  several  works  under  the  name  of  Courtney  Mehnoth.  The 
play  might  have  been  written  by  Cumberland,  it  is  bad  enough.'  I 
did  read  the  latter's  coxcombicd  'Anecdotes'  [of  Eminent  Painters 
in  Spain],  but  saw  nothing  on  myself  except  mention  of  my 
'Painters.'  Pray  what  is  the  passage  you  mean  on  me  or  Yertue  P 
Bo  not  write  on  purpose  to  answer  this,  it  is  not  worth  while. 


SU&    TO  THB  BABL  OF  HABOOUBT.* 

Jme  Ml  [17821. 

I  AM  much  obliged,  my  dear  Lord,  for  the  si^t  of  the  Dictionary, 
as  much  as  I  understand.  The  two  articles  you  pointed  out  are  fine 
indeed  I  and  how  excellent  to  make  the  sublime  one  of  gefUe  end 
in  a  bitter  epigram ;  it  is  giving  the  Leviathan  a  sting  that  does 
more  execution  than  his  strength.  All  he  says  on  Operas  is  just» 
aad  yet  I  am  so  English,  such  a  modem  Englishman,  that  I  had 
rather  see  an  Opera  than  hear  it  I  am  sorry  for  it,  yet  the  longer 
one's  ears  are,  and  the  more  like  Emg  Midas's  ears,  the  worse  they 
hear. 

Br.  Maty  is  very  pert  and  foolish — ^I  must  confess  it,  for  I  cannot 

be  grateful  at  the  expense  of  my  imderstanding.    Bishop  Newton  is 

a  greater  fool,  and  as  Lord  Mansfield  was  his  hero,  or  made  himself 

so  (for  he  had  the  MS.  some  time  in  his  custody),  I  hope  he  inserted 

thepanegyric  himsel£    If  he  did  not,  he  cannot  be  sick  of  the  smell 

of  painty  as  I  am. 

Your  Lordship's  ever  devoted,  &c 

>  Walpole  maaiis  not  the  Oonnteis  of  Cumberiand,  bat  h«r  odebnied  dangfater 
AniM  Pembroke,  Donet,  and  Montgomery. — CinrvnroHAM. 

*  'The  Fair  Circassian*  was  produced  at  Dmry  Lane,  Not.  27, 1781,  and  met,  saya 
Mr.  Genesi, "  wiik  much  greater  iucoess  than  it  deaenred."— CimiHaHAB. 

'  Now  first  pnbli8hed.~CviiiiuioHA]i. 
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SIM.    TO  THS  EBV.  WILLIAM  MASOK. 

YotJ  are  very  land,  especially  as  my  gout  was  not  worth  iihe 
inquiry,  being  only  a  oodioil  to  the  influenza.  I  have  walked  about 
the  room  to-day  and  shall  air  to-morrow. 

I  like  the  colouring  of  your  '  Ode  *  much,  and  do  not  didike  any 
part  of  it  as  you  expected ;  jrou  shall  not  be  made  a  property  of  by 
any  [»jnter  another  time,  as  my  press  shall  be  at  your  oommand» 
unless  fbr  anything  political.  This  is  not  from  apprdiension  of  your 
politics,  but  when  I  first  set  up  the  press,  there  was  a  notion  that  it 
was  intended  for  that  use ;  *  on  which  I  yowed  and  declared  it  never 
should  be  employed  either  in  politics  or  satire:  and  I  kept  so 
strictly  to  that  resolution,  that  when  I  published  my  '  Defence  of 
General  Conway,'  I  had  it  printed  by  Almon,  though  I  ayowed  it 

The  cheap  edition  of  my  ^Anecdotes  of  Painting'  is  entirely  my 
own  direction,  and  calculated  chiefly  for  the  use  of  Artists,  in  order 
to  which  I  omitted  the  prints,  to  reduce  the  price.  I  had  another 
view  too,  as  there  have  been  but  few  copies  of  my  editions, 
collectors  (not  readers)  hare  pushed  their  price  to  an  extravagant 
height  I  cannot  hcdp  their  being  such  fools ;  but  I  determined 
that  at  least  people  should  not  give  more  for  my  writings  than  they 
are  worth,  unless  they  chose  it 

I  will  read  the  imaginary  *  life  of  Mr.  Mason,'  though  I  seldom 
do  read  the  romances  of  the  day. 

You  will  be  amazed  when  you  hear  what  Lord  Haroourt  calla  aa 
obligation  from  me ;  that  is,  that  he  should  think  it  so.  You  will 
not  be  surprised  that  when  he  does  think  so,  his  excellent  heart 
should  ovcurflow.  There  are  reasons  why  neither  he  nmr  I  can 
write  it 

We  have  at  last  acquired  an  ally !  the  new  kingdom  of  Ireland 
have  voted  us  an  assistance  of  twenty  thousand  seamen.  How  will 
Bates  or  Macpherson  continue  to  ascribe  this  to  the  late  miscreants  I 
They  have  voted  Mr.  Ghrattan  10,000/.  fbr  a  house,  and  40,000& 
more  to  purchase  for  him  and  his  descendants  an  estate  of  2000A 
a  year. 

>  Franklyn,  the   printer  of   the  '  CnfUmMi,'   had  been   WalpoM 
Twiokenham. — CimvnroHAM. 


17SSL]  TO  SIB  HOBACB  MAKN. 

Have  yoa  seen  'Bishop  Newton's  Life?'  I  have  only  in  a 
Review.  You  may,  perhaps,  think  it  was  drawn  up  by  his 
washerwoman ;  but  it  is  more  probable  mangled  («.  the  Laun- 
dress's Yocabulaiy:  I  do  not  mean  nurimed)  by  Lord  Mansfield 
himself;  at  least  he  had  the  MB*  for  some  weeks  in  his  pos- 
session. It  is  a  most  perCdot  samj^e  of  Episoopid  and  Justiciary 
Biography^  &o. 

PrdalM  will  bow,  and  U«h  Um  bsipy  fesit. 

Stonhewer  has  been  very  ill  of  the  influenza,  and  Palgrave  a 
Uttle,  but  we  have  had  two  dry  days  after  fifly-three  of  rain,  and 
begin  to  wear  our  rainbow  again.    Adieu. 


Sm.    TO  THB  RBY.  WILLIAM  MASON. 

/mm  tf,  1782. 

Postscript  to  my  last. 

Thb  Arohbisbop  of  Canterbury  [Oomwallis]  being  confined  by  the 
gout,  the  Oardinal  of  York  made  flie  Speech  on  the  Birthday  at  the 
head  of  the  Sacred  College.  He  gloried  in  being  admitted  to  that 
honour ;  he  spoke  with  that  tmth  which  was  their  profession,  and 
prayed  Iblr  the  Head  of  the  Church  in  their  public  and  secret  devo- 
tions. He  condoled  with  his  Majesty  on  many  disagreeable  things  that 
he  had  been  Coroed  to  undergo  and  must  have  felt,  but  he  could 
take  upon  himself  to  assure  him  that  he  would  not  be  deserted. 

N.B.  I  wrote  this  down  inmiediately,  as  it  was  repeated  to  me 
by  one  of  the  Bench  who  heard  it.  I  asked  whether  My  Lord  of 
Canterbury  had  the  gout  in  his  head  or  stomach,  for  such  a  poimd 
of  incense  looks  as  if  he  was  dangerously  ilL  Bishop  Hurd  must 
double  the  dote  to  Mrs.  Hagerdom  in  hie  secret  devotions. 


S158.    TO  BIB  HOBACB  MANN. 

atrosofttftty  JSrO^  Jme  10, 1781 

SiKCB  the  naval  tniim|>h  in  the  West  Lidies,  I  have  had  no 
publie  event  to  send  you,  nor  anything  else  but  journals  of  the 
epidemic  disorder,  whidh  has  been  so  universal  and  so  little  &talf 
that  a  dozen  names  would  comprise  all  I  know  who  have  escaped  it, 
or  died  of  ii    The  strangest  part  of  it  is,  that,  though  of  very  short 
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darationi  it  has  left  a  weaknoBS  or  laasitadey  of  wUdi  people  find  it 
very  difficult  to  reoover.  One  has  had  nofhing  to  do  but  send 
messages  of  inqniiy  after  all  one's  aoqaaintanoe ;  and  yet»  no 
servants  to  send  on  those  messages.  The  theatres  were  shnt  up, 
the  Birth-day  [4th  June]  empty,  and  the  Ball  to-night  a  solitude. 
My  oodidl  of  gout  confined  me  three  weeks.  I  came  hither  to-day 
to  air  myselfi  though  stiU  very  lame,  and  it  is  so  cold  that  I  am 
writing  close  to  tibe  fire.  We  are  paying  the  fine  of  three  sultry 
summers  together.  I  was  afraid  we  should  have  had  too  much^ 
too ;  but  we  have  narrowly  escaped  a  contested  election  at  West- 
minster. Some  of  the  late  Ministers  set  up  the  new  Lord  Hood  in 
the  room  of  the  new  Lord  Bodney ;  and  the  new  Ministers,  not  very 
prudently,  I  think,  named  a  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  very  unknown. 
Fortunately,  Lord  Hood's  friends  declared  a^Eiinst  his  being  a 
candidate. 

I  do  not  hear  of  the  peace  advancing.  They  say,  the  Kiog  of  Fnmce 
is  obstifkUe ;  which,  by  courtiers,  is  always  called  firm.  This  is 
unusual :  France  conmionly  is  the  only  nation  that  has  sense  enough 
not  to  persist  on  an  ill-run,  but  to  leave  off  play,  and  wait  for 
better  luck.  However,  I  have  hopes  yet  The  change  of  Adminis- 
tration, and  the  disposition  of  the  new  one  to  grant  independence, 
must  please  the  Americans ;  and  as  France,  by  the  demolition  of  De 
Orasse's  fleet,  can  send  no  reinforcements  to  America,  ilie  latter 
must  see  tiiat  this  is  the  moment  to  shake  off  dependence  on  France 
as  well  as  on  England.  The  contribution,  too,  of  20,000  seamen 
frt)m  L^land  must  be  sorely  felt  by  our  enemies. 

The  old  Ministers  have  begun  to  revive  a  little,  but  have  had  no 
cause  bom,  success  to  be  proud  of  their  bickerings.  Lord  North, 
Lord  Loughborough,  and  Lord  Hillsborough  have  been  most  severely 
handled  for  their  flippancies  by  Charles  Fox,  the  Duke  of  Bichmond, 
and  Lord  Shelbume ;  and  all  the  new  measures  have  been  carried 
far  more  triumphantly  than  was  expected.  Still,  I  do  not  doubt 
but  whatever  impediments  can  be  thrown  in  their  way,  will  be : 
but  I  am  no  dealer  in  futurities. 

We  expect  Mrs.  Darner  every  hour.  Mr.  Conway  and  Lady 
Aylesbury  have  told  me  how  infinitely  sensible  they  are  of  your 
attentions  and  goodness  to  Lady  William  [Campbell]. 

I  shall  not  go  to  town  till  Wednesday,  and  therefore  shall  not 
finish  this  till  Friday,  by  which  time  I  may  have  more  to  say. 
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There  are  letten  from  France  which  eaf  that  their  loeaes  in  the 
West  Indies  are  greater  than  we  know  yet  I  hate  to  he  hoping 
that  any  misfbrtones  aie  true ;  bat»  fortunatelyiL  one's  wishes  do  not 
add  a  hsar  to  the  scale,  except  one  is  a  stock-jobber.  Such  gentry 
coin  disasters,  to  cheat  somebody  by  sinking  the  fbnds  witiiout 
canse.  If  gospels  mended  mankind,  there  sbonld  have  been  a  new 
sermon  preached  on  the  Mount,  since  'Change  Alley  was  built,  and 
since  money-changers  were  driren  out  of  tibe  Temple  over  all 
Europe. 

Mrs.  Damer  arrived  last  night  She  looks  in  better  health  than 
when  she  went,  but  I  cannot  say,  at  all  plumper.  She  said, 
''  Pray,  tell  Sir  Horace  how  much  obliged  to  him  I  am ;  and,  do 
you  Imow,''  she  added,  **  that  he  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  amiable 
men  in  the  world,  but  tibe  most  agreeableP''  I  see  that  you  under- 
stood her  as  well  as  she  does  you,  for  you  have  given  her  an  antique 
foot  that  is  the  perfection  of  sculpture.  I  have  not  time  to  add  a 
word  more,  but  tl^tshe  told  me  that  at  Paris  the  universal  language 
is,  that  the  late  change  in  the  English  Ministry  eat  bien  tnalheureuof 
pour  la  lirmoe. 

nu.    TO  THS  OOUKTBSd  09  0880RT. 

Serihdqf  Square,  June  18, 1788. 

Though  it  was  being  ungrateful  for  your  kind  note.  Madam,  I 
oould  not  bring  myself  to  write  when  I  had  nothing  to  tell  you  but 
about  myself.  What  can  be  said  of  a  lame  old  creature  but  that  he 
is  still  aHve  P  I  have  been  for  two  days  at  Strawberry  to  sleep  in 
the  air,  which  was  literally  all  I  could  do,  for  it  rained  every  minute, 
and,  unless  I  had  a  pair  of  Mrs.  Noah's  dogs,  I  could  not  have  set 
my  tooi  out  of  the  arL  I  hxmi  every  mortal  at  Twickenham  as  ill 
as  they  have  been  in  town.  Both  Lady  DL's  daughters  were  in 
bed.  Lady  Browne  very  bad,  and  Mrs.  Glive,  I  think,  in  a  still  worse 
way.  Then  it  was  so  cold,  I  had  no  inclination  to  stay.  Of  my 
spring  deUghts,  lilacs,  apple-trees  in  bloom,  and  nightingales,  the 
two  last  are  over  and  flie  first  going.  My  orange-trees  still  keep 
their  beds ;  and  for  roses,  there  was  not  even  a  white  one  on  the 
10th  of  June  (except  in  the  conservatory  at  Kane  Wood),'  though 

'  A  bit  at  Lord  ICuufield's  early  Jacobite  tendency. — OtnmnraBAii. 
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they  used  to  blow  as  rdigionaly  on  that  day  as  the  Glastonbiiiy 
thorn.  In  short,  thd  season  seems  to  sympathise  with  my  decay,  as 
poets  say  it  does  with  tbetn  when  fheir  PhOlis  is  absent  I  don't 
boUere  you  fonnd  AMpthSIl  very  btdtry,  Madam  \  you  had  better 
totom  to  town  like  me,  ttud  put  an  c^lratom  at  &e  ^d  of  yottf 
afananac,  jff^  June  read  Jammry,  Summer  was  made  to  be  felt  and 
enjoyed,  not  to  be  taken  for  better  for  worse  like  a  spouse,  in  whom 
one  has  no  pleasure  any  longer^ 

I  found  nothing  new  in  town  but  a  marriage  or  two>  bS  xi^any 
deaths,  a  house-breaking,  and  a  murder — ^if  they  are  noVdties. 
Lord  Lewisham  marries  his  cousin  Lady  Frances  Findh^  Lord 
Aylesford's  sister.  Lady  Grandison  is  dead  at  Spa;  her  body 
brriyed  before  her  death  wks  known ;  her  steward  receiyed  a  letter 
from  Margate  from  her  maid,  to  say  they  had  got  in  there  with  her 
lady  after  a  disagreeable  passage :  he  went  to  look  for  a  house  for 
her,  and  an  hour  after  learnt  Ihat  it  was  the  corpse.  Sir  Thomas 
Frankland's  house  was  broken  open  last  night  in  Bond  Street,  dose 
to  S&  James's  Street,  though  his  wife  and  servants  were  in  town ; 
and  as  Lady  Ghewton  and  her  sisters  came  fix)m  the  Opera,  they 
Saw  two  officers  fighting  in  Pall  Mall,  next  to  Dr.  Qraham^s,  and  the 
mob  trying  to  part  them.  Lord  Ghewton  and  some  other  young 
men  went  into  the  house,  and  found  a  Captain  Lucas  of  the  Quards 
bleeding  on  a  oouch.  It  was  a  quarrel  about  an  E  0  table,  I  don't 
know  what  This  officer  had  been  struck  in  the  &oe  with  a  red-hot 
poker  by  a  drawer,  and  this  morning  is  dead.  So  are  hundreds  of 
peach  and  apricot  trees  of  the  influenza ;  but  methinks  I  am  writing 
a  letter  like  the  casualties  at  the  end  of  a  reign  in '  Baker's  Qhronide.' 
He  would  have  interpreted  them  into  judgments  and  portents ;  now' 
they  are  mily  common  ocoorrenceB,  and  will  be  forgotten  to-morrow, 
without  disturbing  civilised  society.  Brcligious  times  breathe  a 
browner  horror  on  everyihing;  philosophers  write  folios  against 
immoral  times ;  but,  when  a  nation  is  perfectly  well  bred  and  indif- 
ferent, no  enormities  shook  anybody ;  and,  %hen  they  have  made  an 
article  in  the  newspaper,  are  mentioned  no  more  thtui  the  clothes  at 
the  last  birth-day.  I  should  not  have  ventured  to  tell  you  half 
my  paiBgraphSy  Madam,  if  you  were  vtoi  a  country  body  of  a  week's 
steading. 


1791.1  TO  THB  BI?.  Ml.  OOUL 


8160.    TO  JOHN  NICHOLS,  ESa 
flim :  BerMey  Square,  Jwne  19, 1762. 

Just  this  moment^  on  opening  your  fifth  yolume  of '  Miscellaneous 
Poems/  I  find  fhe  translation  of  Cato's  speech  into  Latin,  attributed 
(by  common  fame)  to  Bishop  Atterbury.  I  can  most  positively 
assure  you,  that  that  translation  was  the  work  of  Dr.  Henry  Bland, 
afterwards  Head  Master  of  Eton  School,  Provost  of  the  College  there, 
and  Dean  of  Durham.  I  have  inore  than  once  heard  my  father  Sir 
Bobert  Walpole  say,  that  it  was  he  himself  who  gave  that  transr 
lation  to  Mr.  Addison,  who  was  extremely  surprised  at  the  fidelity 
and  beauty  of  it.  It  may  be  worth  while.  Sir,  on  some  future  occa- 
sion, to  mention  this  £EU)t  in  some  one  of  your  valuable  and  curious 
publicatbns.    I  am.  Sir,  with  great  regard. 


8181.    TO  THB  BSY.  WILLIAM  COLB. 

Berkeley  Square,  June  21, 1782. 

It  is  no  troobk,  my  good  Sir,  to  write  to  you,  for  I  am  as  well 
reoovered  as  I  generally  do.  I  am  very  sorry  you  do  not,  and  eqie- 
cially  in  your  hands,  afl  your  pleasure  and  comforts  so  much  depend 
OB  them.  Age  is  by  no  means  a  burden  while  it  does  not  subject 
one  to  depend  on  others ;  when  it  does,  it  reconciles  one  to  quitting 
everything ;  at  leaat  I  believe  you  and  I  think  so,  who  do  not  look 
on  solitude  as  a  calamity.  I  shall  go  to  Strawberry  to-moirow, 
and  willy  as  I  might  have  thoiu^t  of  doing,  consult  Dugdale  and 
Collins  for  the  Duke  of  Irduid's  in&rior  titles.  Mr.  Gbugh  I 
shall  be  glad  of  seeing  when  I  am  settled  there,  which  will  not  be 
this  fortnight 

I  think  there  are  but  eleven  parts  of  *  Marianne,'  and  that  it 
breaks  oli  m  the  nun's  story,  which  promised  to  oe  very  interest- 
ing. Marivauz  never  finished  'Marianne,'  nor  the  ^Paysan 
Parvenu  *  (which  was  the  case  too  with  the  younger  Cr^billon  with 
*  Les  Egaremens  ')•  I  have  seen  two  bad  conolusions  of '  Marianne' 
by  other  hands. 

Mr.  Cumberland's  brusqueris  is  not  worth  notice,  nor  did  I  remem- 
ber it.     Mr.  Pennant's  impetuosity  you  must  overlook  too ;  though 
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I  loTe  jour  delicacy  about  jour  friend's  memory.  Nobody  that 
knows  you  will  suspect  you  of  wanting  it ;  but,  in  the  ocean  of 
books  tiiat  oyerflows  CTery  day,  who  will  recollect  a  thousandfii 
part  of  what  is  in  most  of  th^  P  By  the  number  of  writers  one 
should  naturally  suppose  there  were  multitudes  of  readers ;  but  if 
there  are,  which  I  doubt,  the  latter  read  only  the  productions  of 
the  day.  Indeed,  if  they  did  read  former  publications,  they  would 
have  no  occasion  to  read  the  modem,  which,  like  Mr.  Pennant's, 
are  borrowed  wholesale  from  the  more  ancient :  it  is  sad  to  say,  that 
the  borrowers  add  little  new  but  mistakes.  I  have  just  been  turn- 
ing over  Mr.  Nichols's  eight  volumes  of  '  Select  Poems,'  which  he 
has  swelled  unreasonably  with  large  collops  of  old  authors,  most  d 
whom  little  deserved  revivifying.  I  bought  them  for  the  biographical 
notes,  in  which  I  have  found  both  inaccuracies  and  blunders.  For 
instance,  one  that  made  me  laugh.  In  Lord  Lansdown's  '  Beauties' 
he  celebrates  a  lady,  one  Mrs.  Yaughan.  Mr.  Nichols  [vol.  v.  p.  290] 
turns  to  the  peerage  of  that  time,  and  finds  a  Buke  of  Bcdtcm* 
married  a  Lady  Ann  Yaughan ;  he  instantly  sets  her  down  for  flie 
lady  in  question,  and  introduces  her  to  posterity  as  a  beauty. 
Unluckily  she  was  a  monster,  so  ugly,  that  the  Duke  (then  Marquis 
of  Winchester)  being  forced  by  his  father  to  marry  her  [1718]  for 
her  great  fortune,  was  believed  never  to  have  consummated,  and 
parted  from  her  as  soon  as  his  fother  died  [1722]  ;  but,  if  our  pre> 
decessors  are  exposed  to  those  misrepresentations,  what  shall  we  be, 
when  not  only  all  private  history  is  detailed  in  the  newspapers,  but 
scarce  ever  with  tolerable  fidelity  P  I  have  long  said,  tibat  if  a  para- 
graph in  a  newspaper  contains  a  word  of  truth,  it  is  sure  to  be 
aocompanied  with  two  or  three  blunders ;  yet,  who  will  believe  that 
papers  published  in  the  foce  of  the  whole  town  should  be  nothing 
but  maga23nes  of  lies,  every  one  of  which  Mty  persons  ooidd  contradict 
and  di^wove  P  Yet  so  it  certainly  is,  and  friture  history  will  pro- 
bably be  ten  times  folser  than  all  preceding.  Adieu  t  Yours  most 
smcerely. 

>  CnnilBi,  thir4  Daks;  PoUy  Pasebsm'e  ImibMil— CwnmiggAif. 


IfaS.]  TO  VHM  Bl?.  MB.  MASOIT.  ttS 


Sl«8.    TO  THB  BST.  WILLIAM  MASOK. 

Berkeley  Sjmur$,  June  25, 1782. 

I  FIND  there  is  a  ooirespondanee  oommeiioed  between  you  and 
Hr.  Hayley  by  the  Pamassiis  post  I  did  not  know  yon  were 
aoqnaiated;  I  suppose  yon  met  at  OalHope's:  if  yon  loye  inoense^ 
he  bas  fumigated  yon  like  a  flitoh  of  bacon.  Howeyery  I  hope  in  the 
Lord  FhoBbns  that  yon  will  not  take  his  adiiee  any  more  than  Pope 
did  that  of  snob  another  sing-song  warbler,  L(»d  Lyttelton ;  nor  be 
persoaded  to  write  an  Epio  poem  (that  most  senseless  of  all  the  species 
j£  poetic  composition^  and  which  pedants  call  the  ekefd'cmvre  of  the 
human  mind) ;  wellt  yon  may  frown,  as  in  duty  bound,  yet  I  shall 
say  what  I  list 

Epic  poetry  is  the  art  of  being  as  long  as  possible  in  telling  an 
iminteresting  rtory ;  and  an  Epio  poem  is  a  mixture  of  History 
without  truth,  and  of  Bomance  without  imagination.  We  are  well 
off  when  from  thai  metaUianee  there  spring  some  bastards  called 
EpiBodes,  that  are  lucky  enough  to  resemble  their  romantic  mother, 
more  than  their  solemn  feither.  So  fSEur  from  Epic  poetry  being  at 
the  head  of  composition,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  reason  why  so 
exceedingly  few  hare  succeeded  is  from  the  absurdity  of  the  species. 
When  nothing  has  been  impossible  to  genius  in  eyery  other  walk, 
why  has  everybody  failed  in  this  but  the  inyentor,  Homer  P  You 
wiil  stare,  but  what  are  the  rest  P  Yirgil,  with  every  beauty  of 
expression  and  harmony  that  can  be  conceived,  has  accomplished  but 
an  inapid  imitation.  His  Hero  is  a  nullity,  like  Mellefont  and  the 
virtuous  characters  of  every  comedy,  and  some  of  his  incidents,  as  the 
Harpies  and  the  ships  turned  to  Njrmphs,  as  silly  as  Mother  Gbose's 
tales.  Milton,  all  imagination,  and  a  thousand  times  more  sublime 
and  spirited,  has  produced  a  monster.  Lucan,  who  often  says  more 
in  half  a  line  than  Virgil  in  a  whole  book,  was  lost  in  bombast  if  he 
talked  for  thirty  lines  together.  Glaudian  and  Statins  had  all  his 
fustian  with  none  of  his  quintessence.  Oamoens  had  more  true 
grandeur  than  they,  but  witii  grosser  f&ults.  Dante  was  extravagant, 
absurd,  disgusting,  in  short  a  Methodist  Parson  in  Bedlam.  Ariosto 
was  a  more  agreeable  Amadis  de  Ghtul,  and  Spenser,  John  Bunyan 
in  rhyme.  Tasso  wearies  one  with  their  insuperable  crime  of  stanza 
and  by  a  thousand  puerilities  that  are  the  very  opposite  of  that  dull 
dignity  which  is  demanded  for  Epic :  and  Yoltaire,  who  retained 
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his  good  sense  in  heroics,  lost  his  spirit  and  fire  in  them.  In  shoit» 
Epio  poetry  is  like  what  it  first  celebrated,  the  heroes  of  a  worid  that 
knew  nothing  better  than  courage  and  oonqnesi  It  is  not  suited 
to  an  improved  and  polished  state  of  things.  It  has  oontinned  to 
degenerate  from  the  founder  of  the  femiily,  and  happily  expired  in 
ilie  last  bastard  of  the  race,  Ossian. 

Still,  as  Mr.  Hayley  has  allowed  snch  a  latitude  to  heroie  poesy  as 
to  admit  the  ' Lutrin,'  the  'Dispensary/  and  the  'Dnndad'  as  Epio 
poems,  I  can  ibrgiTO  a  man  who  recommends  to  a  friend  to  pen  a 
Tragedy  when  he  will  accept  of  the  *  Way  of  the  World '  as  one. 

f^or  Mr.  Hayley  himself,  though  he  chants  in  good  tune,  and  has 
now  and  then  pretty  lines  amongst  several  both  prosaic  and  obscure, 
he  has,  I  think,  no  genius,  no  fire,  and  not  a  grain  of  arigmaKfyf  the 
first  of  merits  (in  my  eyes)  in  these  latter  ages,  and  a  more  certain 
mark  of  genius  than  in  the  infancy  of  the  world,  when  no  ground 
was  broken,  nor  even,  in  the  sportsman's  phrase,  frihd.  It  is  that 
(originality  that  I  admire  in  your  'Heroic  Epistle'  and  in  your 
genuine  style,  which,  I  trust,  you  will  not  quit  to  satisfy  the  im- 
partial Mr.  Hayley  (who,  though  a  good  patriot,  equally  cherishes 
Janizaries) 

That  to  you*  do  nci  belong 

The  beauties  of  envenomed  sang. 

For  writing  an  Epio  poem,  it  would  be  as  wise  to  set  about  copying 
Noah's  Ark,  if  Mens,  de  Buffon  should  beg  you  to  build  a  Menagerie 
for  a  couple  of  every  living  creatures  upon  earth,  when  there  is  no 
longer  any  danger  of  a  general  inundation. 

I  doubt  your  new  friend  will  write  his  readers  and  his  own  repu- 
tation to  death ;  every  poem  has  a  train  of  prose  as  long  as  Cheap- 
side,  with  a  vast  parade  of  reading  that  would  be  less  dear  if  it  had 
any  novelty  or  vivacity  to  recommend  it.  I  know  as  little  new  as 
he,  except  that  Lord  Rockingham  is  very  ill.  I  believe  not  without 
danger,  should  he  &I1,  there  would  be  a  new  scene  indeed!    Adieu  I 

P.S.  I  find  I  have  said  above,  every  Uving  creatures,  is  not  that 
bad  English  t  and  if  it  is,  is  not  it  better — ^than  a  eouph  qf  every 
Uvifig  creature  f 


iTti.]  TO  TBI  oovmwm  of  osboit.  m 


S168.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  0S80RT. 

The  weaihery  I  oonfesSy  did  change,  Madam,  as  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly  as  the  Administration,  and  both  probably  for  a  short 
time.  His  majesty,  the  sun,  who  had  not  shone  a  good  while,  came 
out  in  a  very  warm  mood,  and  everybody  was  impatient  to  loss  his 
hand ;  but  in  three  days  his  chancellor,  the  east  wind,  turned  those 
halcyon  dajrs  to  a  storm,  and  I  look  upon  the  bloom  of  summer  as 
gone.  I  have  been  twice  at  Strawberry,  but  shall  not  settle  there 
till  next  week,  when  my  Court  removes  over  sea  and  leaves  me  at 
liberty,  which  I  shall  enjoy  as  much  as  the  Duke  of  Manchester  or 
Lord  Ludlow  do  a  drawing-room.  My  nephew.  Lord  Oholmondeley, 
you  know,  Madam,  is  going  to  Berlin :  he  refused  Bussia,  which  I 
should  have  thought  he  would  have  preferred,  as  he  is  more  formed 
to  succeed  with  a  gallant  Empress  than  with  a  peevish  old  politician, 
and  could  carry  better  credentials.  They  say  the  Prussian  King  is 
at  last  well  disposed  to  us  and  huffis  the  Dutch  a  noire  intentum.  If, 
after  all,  we  do  not  sink,  English  vanity  will  condude  more  than  ever 
that  Providence  dotes  upon  us,  and  never  will  let  us  be  ruined,  let  uf> 
play  the  fool  as  much  as  we  wilL  I  have  a  better  opinion  of  Providence, 
and,  unless  it  originally  bestowed  good  luck  on  fools  as  a  balance 
and  compensation,  I  do  not  believe  that  it  employs  itself  in  remedying 
blunders.  My  countrjrmen,  with  their  leave,  are  exceedingly  con- 
temptible, lliey  have,  for  these  seven  years,  been  applauding  and 
encouraging  the  Oourt  to  persist  in  all  ito  frenzy  and  obstinacy,  and 
now  it  rains  addresses  of  thanks  to  his  Majesty  for  changing  his 
Administration ;  though  they  have  no  reason  to  thank  him  or  them- 
selves for  the  change. 

Sktmherrp  HiU,  Jum  8S. 

I  had  hegan  this  letter  a  week  ago  here,  in  answer  to  your  Lady- 
ship's last,  was  interrupted,  and  left  it  here  in  my  table  drawer ;  yet 
though  it  is  superannuated,  it  w'U  be  as  new  as  anytiiing  I  could  tell 
you.  BesideSy  Loid  Ossory  has  been  in  town,  and  carried  you  all 
the  novelties  of  the  week,  if  there  were  any.  Lord  Rockingham  ^as 
said  to  be  better  yesterday,  but  that  is  a  very  ancient  date  in  the 
health  of  a  First  Minister.  What  would  Lord  Shelbume  think  of 
my  want  of  curiosity,  who  came  out  of  town  this  morning  without 
inquiring  P  I  am  to  dine  to-morrow  with  Princess  Amelie  at 
Gunnersbury,  must  return  on  Simday  for  the  last  drawing-room  at 
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Olouoeeter  House ;  and  on  Tliiirsday  ahall  be  soyereign  of  myself 
again,  which  is  muoh  more  important  to  me  than  who  is  to  be  first 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  if  the  Marquis  is  oairied  off  in  his  seeond 
dictatorship.  Three  hours  ago  I  saw  just  the  reverse  of  what  is 
passing  in  Lord  Boddngham's  ante- chamber.  It  was  Lady  North, 
her  three  daughters,  and  one  of  her  sons,  taking  a  solitary  promenade 
on  the  river,  and  landing  to  stroll  on  the  shore,  without  a  single 
Bosencrantz  or  Ghiildenstem  attending.  Forty  years  ago  I  myself 
was  one  of  the  dramcdU  penonm  in  such  a  scene ;  and  as  even  Aen, 
I  was  perfectly  indifferent  to  the  change  of  decorations,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  I  should  look  on  them  now  with  much  composure ; 
but  it  was  constitution,  not  philosophy :  philosophy  is  only  a  command 
of  muscles.  I  never  could  command  mine,  when  I  really  cared ; 
and  should  have  made  a  miserable  politician  had  I  ever  felt  a  sensa- 
tion of  ambition. 

I  believe  there  is  some  apprehension  of  a  visit  in  the  Cihannel 
from  the  United  Squadrons.  I  heard  a  good  deal  about  them  fother 
night,  and  dreamt  the  French  had  landed  at  Torbajf,  which  I  loved 
myself  finr,  as  it  showed  what  a  preference  there  is  at  my  heart  to 
Tarbof^.  At  least,  I  am  sure  that  I  had  paid  little  attention  to  the 
idea  ai  an  invasion,  but  a  great  deal  to  a  modicum  of  King  William's 
coat»  taken  out  of  his  wound  after  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  and  set  in 
a  crystal  locket,  which  Mrs.  Walsingham  showed  me  a  week  ago^ 
and  which  probably  gave  the  colour  to  my  dream. 

The  Bishop  of  Salisbury  [Hume]  is  dead;  I  conclude  Bishop 
Shipley  [Si  Asaph]  will  succeed  him,  nor  can  have  above  one  com- 
petitor, Bishop  Hinchliffe,  [Peterborough]  unless  your '  bea^firere  is 
immediately  premier,  and  names  the  Chancellor's  brother.'  I  suppose 
to-night  I  shall  dream  of  Bishop  Hoadley ;  for  you  see.  Madam,  I 
am  an  old  Whig  even  in  my  sleep,  and  that  the  powers  of  darkness 
cannot  affect  my  principles. 

S164    TO  THS  SABL  Of  HABOOUBT.* 

I  wiSB^  my  dear  Lord,  I  had  told  you  how  very  much  I  admire 

>  Lord  Shellninie,  who  married  Ltdj  Lovin  Fitipfttrick,  Lord  OnoiT'e  daler.— 
IL  ViBsos  Smiyb. 

*  Shnio  Barringtoiiy  Bidiop  of  Llaiidaff,  meoMded  Hamo  in  t]io  Mt  of  Saliateij.— 
CimviiroHAM. 

'  Now  fint  pobUibed.^-OuvirivoHAic 


im]  fO  LOID  HABOOUn.  2M 

Ladjr  Hnooart  I  I  am  mire  yoawooU  haye  left  her  at  mjhouae. 
I  did  but  meniioii  the  head  of  Addirnm  and  I  fbund  it  on  my  table. 
I  must  haye  Aladdin's  lanthom  without  knowing  it,  and  you  are 
certainly  one  of  the  gemea  subservient  to  it^  that  obey  in  a  twinkling 
whatever — but»  no, — ^for  onoe,  Mr.  Genie,  you  are  mistaken.  I  not 
only  did  not  order  you  to  send  Addison,  but  you  must  transport  it 
bade,  or  I  wiH  It  is  very  hard  if  one  cannot  make  a  visit  to  a 
gentleman,  and  ask  whose  that  picture  is,  but  one  must  have  an 
officious  lanthom  at  one's  tail,  like  lo,  Mio,  and  Bio,  that  fancies  one 
longs,  and  that  one's  next  oluld  will  be  marked  with  what  one 
longed  for,  if  one  has  not  it  that  instani  Gk)od  Gtenie,  take  notice, 
I  am  not  breeding,  nor  do  I  wish  for  everything  I  see.  You  have 
filled  my  house  and  every  cranny  of  it  already,  and  it  will  hold  nothing 
more.  Do  you  think  because  I  am  old  that  I  covet  more  and  more, 
and  that  I  am  as  rapacious  as  you  are  bountiful  and  magnificent? 

Seriously,  my  dear  Lord,  you  shall  allow  me  next  winter  to  return 
you  the  Addison.  I  truly  have  no  roomfor  it:  you  hare  a  collection 
of  English  Poets — Ihave  not ;  and  over  and  above  all  these  reasons, 
pray  believe  that  I  am  as  interested  in  Nuneham  as  in  Strawberry,  and 
hare  as  much  pleasure  in  its  being  ornamented.  I  have  little  time 
left  to  enjoy  anything,  and  who  knows  what  will  become  of  Straw- 
berry, and  how  soon  it  may  be  put  up  to  auction  P  I  am  infinitely 
seDiible  of  all  your  goodness  tome,  and  much  prouder  of  it  than  of  a 
collection.  Were  it  the  Tribune  of  Florence  I  cannot  pay  a  thousandth 
part  of  my  debts  to  you,  nor,  much  as  I  would,  my  attachment  and 
respect  to  your  Lordship  and  Lady  Haroourt ;  and  when  you  heap 
new  fiivours  on  me,  you  add  to  my  distress.  I  meant  to  quarrel  with 
you  ironically,  but  my  heart  overflowed:  Gbatitude  is  a  simple 
awkward  creature  that  cannot  disguise  its  f eehngs ;  and  though  it 
has  the  shortest  memory  of  all  the  virtues,  it  cannot  help  saying 
what  it  thinks,  when  taken  by  surpriBC.  This  time  my  gratitude 
shall  be  perfectly  pure,  for  though  it  shall  restore  your  present,  it 
shall  never  forget  ii 

I  came  to  town  yesterday  for  our  last  Drawing-room ;  but  heard 
nothing  new.  The  suspense  about  Lord  Bockingham  continues. 
Dr.  Warren  thought  him  likely  to  recover  on  Saturday,  but  the  night 
was  bad.  The  message  to-day  is,  that  his  days  are  good,  but  the 
nights  bad.  By  what  I  can  collect,  his  friends,  if  Lord  Bockingham 
fiedls,  are  Uttle  disposed  to  submit  to  the  probable  successor.  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  of  writing,  should  the  event  happen ;  you  know  Ihave 
little  connection,  but  my  accounts  may  be  a  little  more  authentic  than 
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ibe  newspapers.    I  miut ftnisk  aliniptlyy  hr,my  d^arlatA^joa  hm 
made  it  imposBible  for  words  to  tell  you  how  mneh  I  am,  Ac. 

Flour  o'clock, 

I  wrote  this  hut  two  hours  ago.  Lord  Chohnondeley  has  this 
moment  been  here,  and  told  me  that  Lord  Boddngham  died  three 
hours  ago :  your  Lordship  shall  hear  again  the  moment  I  know  any- 
thing that  can  be  depended  upon. 


S1S&    TO  THl  BSY.  WILUAM  MA80K. 

BeHUte^  8qum%  Mf  1, 178L 

I  CAN  tell  you  but  one  word,  but  that  is  a  momentous  one.  Lord 
Rockingham  died  at  one  o'dook  at  noon  to-day.  It  is  concluded 
that  Lord  Shelbume  will  succeed  him  and  the  American  War  reviye, 
and  many  of  its  authoi:s»  you  may  be  sure  of  all,  if  Starvaium 
[Dundas]  is  sent  for  from  Edinburgh. 

I  did  not  expect  the  new  Administration  to  be  long-livedi  but  it 
was  not  of  a  natural  death  that  I  thought  it  would  die.' 

'  fO  TBI  BOV.  BOftAOB  WALPOLl. 

Atiom,  Jtd0  %  int 
Dob"?  be  afrftid ;  I  iKU  glre  yon  my  bible  otfth,  if  job  deaand  it^  thti  I  idU  biw 
write  an  Bple  Poem,  but  will  stop  mj  ears  like  tbe  deaf  adder  to  Mie  roioe  of  the 
eharmer, "  charm  he  erer  so  wisely,"  which  by  the  way  I  do  not  think  he  doea;  fbr  when 
is  the  wisdom  in  giving  one  an  analysis  of  forty  pages  of  a  Spanisii  poem,  wUok 
analysis  proves  that  it  mnst  of  necessity  be  the  dallest  and  foolishest  of  tbem  alL 
HowcTcr,  to  answer*  the  polite  letter  which  accompanied  Mr.  Hayley's  woik,  I  assure 
you  cost  me  more  pains  than  the  planning  an  epic  poem  would  hare  done.  Tka 
diflcoUy  aroae  chiefly  from  my  haTing  resolved  previoosly  not  to  aay  one  ijyUabla 
•n  the  sn^eot*  and  that  becaose  I  thon^t  predsely  as  ill  of  it  as  yon  do. 

I  have  at  last  seen  Bishop  Newton's  '  Life.'  It  is  exactly  the  same  sort  of  prate 
which  I  need  to  hear  wiiih  so  mndi  disgust  at  the  Ohaplaia'a  tabla.  Tia  aa  job  mj^ 
«*  a  Mirror  of  Spisoopal  Biography :  "— 

He'a  KBight  of  the  SMn^  *^  rspreeenU  them  alL 

There  was  a  Bishop,  I  think  it  was  Sprat,  who  thanked  God  that»  though  1m  waa 
not  educated  at  Westminster,  yet  he  became  a  Biahop.'  I,  on  the  contrary,  would 
not  have  been  educated  there  for  the  beai  pair  of  lawn  sleeves  in  the  kingdom.  Bat 
^  guBtOmt  BOH  ott  diapuJUmdvim, 

I  have  aeea  ktelj  an  eoitnet  of  a  letter  from  the  poetess  Hias  Seward,  whom  Mr. 


'  See  ICaaoB'i  aanrvr  to  Hayl^  of  the  28th  June,  1782,  in  Hajlqr'i  Memoln.— 
CravnroBAX. 

'  **  But  the  heoov  of  beiag  a  Westminster  achoolboy  aome  hBve  at  one  agi^  and 
some  «t  aaother ;  and  aome  all  iheir  life  long.  Our  grateful  Bishop,  though  he  had 
it  not  in  his  youth,  yet  it  eame  upon  him  In  hli  old  age.**  Wivrhurton  ;  noU  ob  Pop^t 
JmiUUum  i^'HoroM, — Ovbbibobab. 


CHARLES    WATSON  WENTWORTII. 
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tidi.  TO  THE  ooinrrsss  07  ossobt. 

Berkeley  Sqware^  Jidy  1, 1781 

UiiDOiTBTBDLT  joxL  will  hare  as  early  intelligenoe  as  I  can  aaad 
f  0U9  Madam,  of  to-day't  great  eyent :  Lord  Boddngliani  died  at  one 
o'dock  at  noon.  TJnleM  I  oo^Id  tell  yea  what  is  to  be,  it  would  be 
idle  to  add  more,  or  to  talk  of  any  other  subject  than  what  this 
^ent  will  produce ;  and  aa  I  have  neither  the  honour  of  being  a 
prophet^  nor  am  of  the  drawer  of  any  Cabinet^  I  will  not  pretend  to 
aay  what  will  be»  nmr  (like  a  thousand  others  who  know  no  more 
than  I9  and  who  will  not  be  more  consulted)  what  should  be,  though 
I  am  perfBoUy  dear  what  ou^t  to  be ;  but  as  the  crown  is  lapsed  to 
Eing  G^rge  again,  and  as  he  may  not  happen  to  be  of  my  opinion, 
I  shall  keep  it  to  np^yself^  and  be  ready,  like  the  Yicar  of  Bray,  to 
admire  the  choice,  whateyer  it  shall  be. 

They  say  there  has  not  a  hawd'ye  as  big  as  a  silyer  penny  been 
sent  from  Windsor,  nor  any  inquiry  made ;  and  yet  I  should  think 

Hayley  pndies  10  mveh  in  one  of  hb  epitilei ;  *  "  ahe  laji  tho '  ArduBologieil  XpiiUt ' 
roundly  ni  my  door,  and  praiaat  it  highly/'  bni  nyi,  "Ux.  Haytoj  hM  hU  doiiUs 
nbout  the  enthor." 

Who  ihaU  decide  when  (moh)  doetors  dlaagreel  I  hare  been  waiting  here  abore  n 
week  for  a  lisit  finom  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weddel,  who  are  detained  in  town  by  Lord 
HoAingham'e  illneta.  Haditnotbeenforthia»IbelieTeIilionldhaTeeoaiethroii|^ 
London  to  Ozfoidehire;  bat  ae  I  now  find  Lord  Haroourt  hai  get  to  Noneliam,  I 
ahaU  eroaa  the  ooontiy  to-morrow  by  Birmingham,  see  Hagley  and  Mr.  Shenstone'i^ 
and,  aa  I  trarel  with  my  own  horaea,  not  reaeh  Nnneham  tiU  Saturday  or  Snnday. 
From  him  I  mean  to  make  you  a  Tiait  at  Strawbeny,  when  you  are  reaUr  aettled 
there,  unleaa  yon  hare  promiied  to  yiait  him  in  Ozfoidahire.  Thii  I  ahall  know  in 
our  oone^wndenoe,  wliioh  wUl  now  be  nearer  and  apeedier. 

Tonr  moat  obliged  and  ihithftil  aerrant^ 

W.  Masov. 

I  have  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sherman,  whoae  bnaineaa  la  now  completely  aettled. 
Ml  of  gratitadeto  yon  and  tlM  Dnke  of  Biehmond.  What  will  beoome  of  na  if  Lord 
Rockingham  dieat 

1  The  praiaea  thaae  rotariea  of  the  Knaea  need  to  beatow  on  each  other  called  out 
the  foUowing  jeM-<refpri{  from  the  pen  of  the  Oreek  profeaaor : 

Hue  SnwABD.— Pride  of  Suaaez,  England'a  glory, 

Mr.  Hayley,  that  ia  yoik 

Ma  HAfunrw-'Maram,  you  eany  aU  beftiie  you, 

Truat  me,  Lichfield  awan,  yon  do. 

Mtae  Siwina. — Ode^  dtaaiatio,  epic,  aoanet, 

Mr.  Hayley,  you're  diyine. 

Ma.  HATLnr.— Ma'am,  111  giro  my  word  upon  it. 

Ton  youraelf  are— all  the  Nine,  fte. — Mxtroapw 

▼01-  TTTT.  B 
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ihere  was  oare  taken  to  have  minute  intelligenoe.  I  can  give  yoa 
some  very  good  of  the  negative  kind.  Madam.  Though  there  is  a 
mitre  vacant  [Salisbniy],  and  it  is  now  six  o'clock,  I  have  not  seen 
a  divine  knoddng  at  a  pair  of  gates  [Shelbnme  House]  in  this 
square,  nor  are  any  marrowbones  and  cleavers  yet  arrived. 

It  will  be  a  singular  year  if  the  next  six  months  produce  as 
strange  events  as  these  six  have ;  a  total  change,  the  caterpillarB, 
the  influenza,  and  the  death  of  a  Prime  Mroister.  Aprvpos,  I  was 
forced  last  Saturday  to  have  two  bird-cherries  at  Strawberry  Hill  cat 
down  and  burnt ;  they  were  totally  covered  with  webs,  like  a  sheet 
full  of  well-grown  caterpillars — as  I  have  prodigious  fiaith  in  nature's 
prognostics,  I  am  persuaded  that  we  are  not  yet  secure  against  an 
inundation  of  Scotch  Ministers.  I  picked  up  a  caterpillar  mys^ 
that  had  as  many  colours  as  a  plaid.  You  that  have  no  superstitton, 
Madam,  may  laugh  at  me  for  telling  you  of  my  dreams  and  omens — 
to  be  sure,  I  did  not  use  to  be  so  credulous ;  but  remember. 

The  soul's  dark  cottage,  battered  and  deoajr'd. 

Lets  in  new  light  through  chinks  which  time  has  made.— [ITo^Zer.] 

I  have  so  many  of  those  inlets,  that  no  wonder  my  faith  increases; 
but  adieu.  Madam,  I  will  go  and  hear  what  the  world  says. 

P.S.  Oh  I  I  have  got  a  new  omen,  that  tells  me  Lord  Shelbnme 
will  be  minister — ^premiers  always  live  where  I  do.  In  Arlington- 
street^  my  father.  Lord  Granville,  Mr.  Pelham,  the  Buke  of  Ghrafton. 
It  is  odd  that  their  star  and  mine  should  domiciUer  together ;  but 
the  nearer  the  church — 


2167.    TO  SIB  HOBAOB  MAKN. 

Mondt^  fi^JU,  /m^  1, 178L 

This  is  to  announce  an  important  event  which  you  could  not 
expect.  Lord  Bockingham  died  at  one  o'clock  at  noon  to-day. 
You  will  want  to  ask  one,  and  many  other  questions,  which  nobody 
in  London  can  answer  yet.  Who  is  to  be  First  Minister?  WiQ 
the  new  Administration  continue  P — Stay, — till  I  can  teU  you  the 
first,  it  is  in  vain  to  proceed  in  your  interrogatories — ^I  may  as  well 
go  back  for  a  few  days.  This  letter  will  not  depart  till  to-morrow 
night  Whether  I  shall  be  able  to  tell  you  more  by  that  time,  can 
Iguessf 
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This  desQi  was  not  .a  sudden  one.  The  Maiqnis  has  been  ill 
above  a  week,  and  in  danger  for  some  days.  At  iBrst,  Dr.  Wairen 
Aongbt  it  water  in  his  stomabhy  then  changed  his  opinion  ^  Sir' 
Noah  Thomas  doubted  whether  it  was  water.  It  signifies  little 
now  what  it  was.  He  was  always  of  a  very  bad  constitution.  I 
remember  an  elder  brother  of  his  at  Eton,  who  was  subject  to 
violent  convulsions^  and  died  of  them.  Lord  Boddngham  wasr 
extremely  splenetic  about  his  health  (the  consequence  of  bad),  and 
some  years  ago  wanted  to  have  his  side  opened,  believing  he  had  an 
abscess  there.  Six  weeks  ago,  I  heard  that  Dr.  Warren  told  him 
he  could  not  live  if  he  continued  in  business. 

Well !  no  man  ever  before  attained  twice  the  great  object  of  his 
widies,  and  enjoyed  it  both  times  for  so  short  a  season :  the  first 
time  but  a  year — ^now,  not  four  months.  The  death  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  the  vrant  of  a  leader,  set  Lord  Bockingham 
at  the  head  of  the  Whigs,  from  his  rank,  great  fortune,  and  fEiir 
character.  Those  were  his  pretensions  and  merit  His  parts  were 
by  no  means  great:  he  was  nervous,  and  mere  necessity  alone  made 
him  at  all  a  speaker  in  Parliament ;  where,  though  he  spoke  good 
sense,  neither  flattery  nor  partiality  could  admire  or  applaud.  He 
was  rather  trifling  and  dilatory  in  business  than  indolent  Virtues 
and  amiability  he  must  have  possessed ;  for  his  party  esteemed  him 
hi^y,  and  his  friends  loved  him  with  unalterable  attachment  In 
the  excess  of  fetction  that  we  have  seen,  he  was  never  abused ;  and 
no  man  in  public  life,  I  believe,  had  ever  fewer  enemies.  His  death 
may  be  more  remembered  than  his  actions  would  have  been,  and 
may  have  greater  consequences  than  any  plan  of  hk  would  have 
had;  for  he  countenanced  a  system  rather  than  instigated  it 
Whoever  is  his  successor  will  not  be  of  so  negative  a  character. 

This  is  the  second  prime  minister  I  have  seen  die  in  office.  I  do 
not  bdieve  the  current  will  glide  on  as  smoothly  as  it  did  on 
Mr.  Pelham's  death;  but  that  moment  was  very  different  firom 
this !  I  could  make  divers  reflections  on  all  I  have  seen  and  known 
in  a  kmg  hfe— but  I  will  not 

Adieu  till  to-morrow — not  that  1  expect  to  be  able  to  tell  you 
moro  of  the  Administration  then.  If  you  do  not  hear  again  by 
Friday's  post,  you  will  conclude  that  nothing  is  settled.  You  have 
known  longer  intenninisteriums. 

Tueidaif,  q/2er  dinner. 

The  evening  comes  on,  and  I  must  go  out,  without  being  able  to 
tdl  you  more  than  I  wrote  last  night.    Because  they  do  not  know. 


tii  HOBACl  WALPOUrS  LSniB&  pTtt. 

(9ie  town  lias  goeeied  many  wooaasoro  08  Iioid  SbettmnKB^  tiie 
Bukee  of  Richmond,  Portlttid,  and  DeTondurBt  and  liovd  Gknrar. 
Th6  fint  and  kat  may  bd  candidates :  I  belieTe  ^one  of  the  Dukai 
are.  From  my  late  letters  you  may  peroeiTe  that  tbere  mi^  ba 
aidll  a  sixth  person  in  qneatioo,  but  who  oertainly  will  not  be, — ^I 
mean^  not  snoeessor :  but  yoa  mnst  have  patient ;  and  it  ia  better 
not  to  be  auprised,  whate^?ar  yon  eihall  hear.  X  shall  be  mndi 
auipiiaed  if  nothing  happsDS  to  sntynae  yoo*    ikdisul 


21S8.    TO  THB  SABL  OF  HABCOTTBT.> 

I  WISH,  my  dear  Lord,  that  I  had  not  promised  to  send  yoa 
farther  aooountSy  as  I  can  tell  you  nothing  that  is  agreeable.  At 
present,  though  the  hmnoors  are  come  to  a  head,  they  Inreak 
fester  than  they  gather.  To  speak  intelligibly,  &e  death  of  Lord 
Rockingham,  whom  I  cannot  admire  more  than  I  did,  on  the  mera 
merit  of  being  dead,  has  already  produced  great  dissension.  What 
has  happened,  I  can  tell  you ;  that  is,  what  had  happened  before 
last  night.  I  begin  this  letter  at  noon,  not  answering  for  anything 
that  may  have  passed  this  morning.  Lord  Shelbume  is  named — I 
do  not  say,  appointed  to  the  Treasury.  CSiarles  Fox  and  Lord  John 
Cavendish  have  resigned.  The  Duke  of  Richmond,  Qeneral  Conway, 
T.  Townshend,  the  Duke  of  Manchester,  Lord  EfBngham,  are  fer 
going  on ;  Lord  Eeppel  will  stay  a  Uttle  while ;  of  otberB  I  know 
only  flying  reports.  Mr.  William  Pitt  is  to  be  Secretary  of  State, 
or  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  these  are  indiyiduals — ^wfaat  ia 
to  become  of  England?  what  of  the  peace  with  America  P  what  of 
the  favourable  dispositions  there  may  be  in  Europe  P  Here  are  the 
Whigs  divided  almost  as  soon  as  triumphant  I — ^What  a  moment 
gave  a  moment  has  destroyed  I 

I  was  interrupted  by  several  persons  calling  in.  The  report  is^ 
that  Burke  resigns,  and  it  is  concluded  the  Duke  of  Poitiand  wilL 
Mr.  Pitt  has  returned  his  briefis  to  his  clients,  and  witiiin  this  hour, 
the  first  battle  wiU  be  fought  in  the  House  of  Commons  betweea 
him  and  Mr.  Fox,  the  former  declaring  loudly  against  the  &cti0Qa 
resignation  of  the  latter.    This  is  Mr.  Pitf  s  language,  not  mine ; 

'  Now  flni  pttbliihtd.— OmnmMBAii. 


1781]  TO  TBI  oomrans  or  obbobt.  us 

the  MoimB  of  hMk  are  tike  ftne.    The  Dukt  of  Biahmond  and 

Mr.  Oonway  ImTB  klwiired  to  prerent  difonion  in  tlie  ^^ 

and  imploied  haimony  at  least  tOl  pacifioation  ynA  America  should 

be  aooomplished ; — bat  in  Tain  I    In  shorty  on  every  side  there  is 

nothing  to  oomfort,  a  vast  deal  to  lament    Mr.  Stonhewar  and  I 

haTe  been  sighing  togetiier.    Is  Mr.  Mason  at  Nnneham  P    I  wrote 

a  line  to  him  on  Monday,  whieh  probably  has  not  reaohed  him; 

when  it  does,  he  wiU  know  what  I  ohiefly  lamanty  yet  I  did  not 

foresee  all  that  I  do  now. 

I  can  tell  your  Lordship  nothing  yon  will  be  glad  to  hear,  but 

tiiat  the  parting  of  two  persons  you  love  was  muoh  better  than  I 

enected. 

e&dodt. 

I  have  just  reoeived  a  letter  firom  Mr.  Mason  of  the  2nd,  and 
jfind  that  he  will  not  be  with  your  Lordship  before  to-morrow  at 
soonest. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  dined  with  Mr.  Fox  yesterday  by  previous 
engagement ;  they  drank  royally.  Oharles  went  thence  to  Brooks's, 
stayed  till  four  in  the  morning,  and  it  being  so  early,  finished  the 
evening  at  White's  with  Lord  Weymouth, — "  and  the  evening  and 
the  morning  and  the  next  day  were  the  first  day.''  Amen,  and 
flobeiti 

S16».    TO  THB  00TT5TS8S  OF  OSSOBT. 

Sunday  evening,  July  7, 1T8S. 

Too  wiU  not  be  surprised,  my  dear  Madam,  that  either  I  do  not 
write  or  do  not  know  what  to  write.  What  I  think  and  feel,  I  can 
best  tell  you  by  what  I  said  to  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  last  night  I  met 
him  in  the  passage  of  the  playhouse ;  he  said,  ''  I  fear  you  do  not 
approve  us."  I  replied,  ''I  feel  concern  so  much  more  than  dis- 
approbation, that  I  call  it  only  concern."  He  said,  ''It  was  coming  &st 
to  ihis  point  be/ore  Lord  Bockingham's  death ;"  "  Tes,"  I  answeredt 
''  but  I  wish  it  had  not  eome  to  this  point  these  tluree  months  I" 
These  sentiments  might  be  rolled  out  into  a  long  commentary,  but 
they  contain  the  pith. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  think  Mr.  Fox '  the  fittest 

>  iLWvi  Udi  ptriod  wai  writUn  l^  Lord  Oiaofy  Um  feUowing  tharawtor  of 
Mr.Yoz^- 

"l  look  vpoii  Mr.  Gharlef  Jmboi  Fox,  now  SaeraUry  of  State,  to  be  one  of  the 
BOit  extraordinaiy  men  that  eyer  ezistod.    He  is  the  aeeond  eon  of  Heniy,  Lord 
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man  in  England  {(x  Prime  Miniater*;  I  tay  it  alood  and  ewerjwhere. 
But  there  are  points  in  queBtion  at  this  moment  &r  more  important 
than  who  shall  be  Premier.  The  paeifieation  of  America  and  the 
negotiations  on  the  anvil  are  of  dearer  moment;  and  craght  not| 
cannot  wait,  for  domestie  contests.  Every  man,  too,  has  his  fiwn 
feelings.  I  have  been  called  a  Bepoblican ;  I  never  was  quite  that^ 
as  no  man  ever  was  quite  of  any  of  ihe  denomiaations  laid  down  in 
books.  But,  if  never  a  Republican  quite,  I  never  approached  im 
thought,  wish,  inclination,  or  reasoning,  towards  being  a  j^artizan  dt 
an  aristocracy.  Whatl  not  be  a  Republican,  and  yet  approve  a 
republic  of  tyrants  I  I  never  admired  Lord  Rockingham :  shall  his 
self-elected  executors  tell  me  that  I  am  to  take  the  oaths  to  Lord 


HolUad,  a  nuui  much  distinguished  in  his  time ;  was  edvcated  at  Eton,  and  was 
afterwaids  a  short  time  at  Christ  Ohveh,  Oxford.  Hk  father  was  doaUogljr  fond  ot 
him,  indulging  him,  bnt  also  reasoning  with  him  upon  eyery  occasion.  He  was  tctj 
young  when  his  father  finished  his  political  career ;  bat  hearing  from  his  chUdhood 
a  constant  oonrersaUon  upon  political  snbjeets  and  the  oeoarrenoes  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  was  both  by  nature  and  education  formed  for  a  sUtnsman  His 
father  delighted  to  cultivate  his  talents  by  argumentation,  and  reasoning  with  him 
upon  all  subjects. 

"  He  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  before  he  was  twenty-one,  and  Teiy 
shortly  began  to  show  the  dawn  of  those  prodigious  talents  which  he  has  since 
displayed.  He  wtA  much  caressed  by  the  then  Ministry,  and  appointed  a  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  soon  promoted  to  the  Treasury.  Lord  North  (whi<&  he  most 
oyer  since  haye  repented)  was  inclined  to  turn  him  out  upon  some  trivial  occasion  or 
difference;  and  soon  afterwards  the  fktal  quarrel  with  America  commenced,  Mr. 
Fox  constantly  opposing  the  absurd  messurea  of  Administration,  and  rising  by 
degrees  to  be  the  first  man  the  House  of  Conunons  ever  saw.  His  opposition  con- 
tinued from  1778  to  1782,  when  the  Administration  was  fisiriy  overtorned  by  his 
powers ;  for  even  the  great  weight  of  ability,  property,  and  influence  that  composed 
the  Opposition,  eould  never  have  effected  thj^  great  woi^  if  he  had  not  acquired  the 
absolute  possession  and  influence  of  the  Honse  of  Commons.  He  certainly  deserved 
their  confidence,  for  his  political  conduct  has  been  hxr,  open,  honesty  and  decided, 
against  the  system  so  ihtally  adopted  by  the  Court  He  redsted  every  temptation  to 
be  brought  over  by  that  system,  however  flattering  to  his  ambition,  for  he  must  soon 
have  been  at  the  head  of  everything.  But  I  do  not  know  whether  his  abilities  are 
not  the  least  extraordinary  part  about  him.  Periiapa  that  is  saying  too  much ;  but 
he  is  full  of  good  nature,  good  temper,  and  fiMility  of  disposition,  disinterertedr 
ness  with  regtfd  U)  himself,  at  the  same  time  that  hit  mind  is  fraught  with  the  most 
noble  sentiments  and  ideas  upon  all  possible  subjects.  His  understanding  haa  the 
greatest  scope  I  can  form  an  idea  of,  his  memory  the  most  wonderful,  his  judgment 
the  most  true,  his  reasoning  the  most  profound  and  acnte,  his  eloquence  tha  moat 
rapid  and  persuasive.*' 

It  is  highly  honourable  to  both,  that^  in  1798,  when  Lord  Ossoiy  separated  tmmi 
him,  he  miULes  the  ensuing  entry  in  his  memoranda : — 

"  1798. — I  retract  none  of  my  former  sentiments  of  Mr.  Fox,  but  I  can  differ  with 
him.  This  detestable  Frendi  Revolution  is  the  cause,  and  though  I  am  sure  he  does 
not  approve  it,  yet  he  will  not  give  oountenance  to  the  war  which  we  are  now 
engaged  in,  and  in  which  everything  is  at  stake.  He  leans  in  these  dangerous  iimea 
to  opinions,  which,  if  not  destroyed,  must  destroy  all  order  and  civilisation  in 
Europe."  — R.  Y  aaiiov  Sulfa. 


imi  TO  ran  coukuss  oy  obsobt.  sit 

Fitzwilliam ;  I  who  was  a  non-juror  in  the  tmde's  time  I  I  see  a 
very  good  reason  why  Mr.  Fox  should  say  that  that  imaginary  King 
never  dies;  but,  as  I  told  him  fother  night,  my  Whiggism  is 
fomided  on  the  Constitution,  not  on  two  or  three  great  fEunilies,  who 
are  foroed  to  have  virtue  for  a  daim  to  their  dignity,  and  any  able 
man  they  can  find  to  exeoute  the  o£Soe  for  theuL  My  Whiggism  is 
not  confined  to  the  Peak  of  Derbyshire. 

In  my  tiny  sphere  I  have  been  labouring  to  prerent  disunion ;  to 
vary  little  purpose  truly.  Mr.  Fox  has  suffered  me,  with  his  usual 
and  unalterable  good  humour,  to  talk  to  him  very  freely ;  not  on  the 
general  rupture,  for  I  am  neither  vain  enough  nor  foolish  enough  to 
suppose  that  I  can  persuade  him  by  my  arguments  out  of  his  own;  nor 
do  I  talk  to  a  politician  on  his  duty  to  his  country,  because  a  master- 
genius  feels  something  in  himself  which  inferior  mortals  cannot  feel, 
and  which  tells  him  that  whatever  hurt  he  does  he  can  repair  the 
moment  he  is  possessed  of  full  power ;  but  my  point  has  been,  and 
shall  be,  to  endeavour  to  presenre  good  terms  between  him  and  his 
unde  Duke  [Ridmiond].  Even  iii  that  I  may  fail  at  present,  but 
ihey  are  both  too  good  natured  not  to  forgive  on  the  first  opportunity. 

Thore  is  a  world  more  of  topics  for  talk,  but  the  tide  is  too  rapid 
at  present,  not  to  hurry  the  present  moment  away,  and  supply  its 
{dace  before  the  post  can  arriva  I  have  sketched  my  thoughts,  as 
it  would  look  like  want  of  confidence  or  political  mystery  if  I  were 
aileni  I  am  apt  to  be  too  frank,  and  thank  my  stars  I  have  no 
■oarots  to  conceal.  I  like  and  dislike,  and  say  so,  and  readily  avow 
my  purposes.  I  long  to  get  to  Strawberry,  where  I  shall  have  no 
purposes  at  alL  When  this  visdon  of  a  Whig  Administratidh,  so 
unlikely  ever  to  be  realised,  had  acquired  substance — ^not  then  likely 
to  last,  has  vanidied  so  instantaneously,  what  a  dotard  should  I  be> 
if  again  I  looked  forward  I  Adieu  I  Madam ;  I  do  not  believe  you 
enjoy  the  crisis  more  than  I  do ;  but  I  beg  you  not  to  suppose  tiiat 
I  desire  an  answer.  It  cannot  be  pleasant  to  you  to  talk  on  points 
{hat  touch  you  more  nearly ;  but  I  am  a  creature  mo/!/,  and  what  I 
think  or  say  is  of  no  consequence. 
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SerheUy  Square,  jviy  7, 1782. 

I  DO  not  pretend  to  be  a  prophet;  at  leasti  I  conJess  I  am  one  of 
that  i^ary  sort,  who  take  care  to  be  very  sure  of  what  will  happo. 
before  they  yentore  to  foretelL  I  ordered  you  to  eocpeet  to  be  fur- 
prised — no  very  wise  way  of  surprising  I  In  troth,  1  did  fbrana 
that  Lord  Boddngham's  death  would  produoe  a  very  netr  aoeoe; 
and  so  it  has:  but  is  it  possible  to  give  an  ac^oont  <tf  what  is  only 
beginning  P  The  few  real  facts  that  have  aotoally  hi^ppeodd  are  aU 
that  one  can  relate  with  ceHainty.  They  will  open  wide  fields  of 
conjectures  to  you,  and,  at  your  distance^  probably  not  very  just 
ones ;  nor,  as  I  affect  no  sagadiyi  shall  I  oS&r  you  a  due  thai  VMqr 
lead  you  as  much  out  of  the  way. 

Lord  Bockingham  died  on  Monday.  On  Tuesday  it  was  known 
amongst  the  Ministers,  that  Lord  Shelbume  was  to  succeed.  This  was 
not  unforeseen;  but  did  not  please  those  the  better  who  were  disposed 
to  dislike  it.  Lord  John  Cavendish,  who  had  most  unwillingly  been 
dragged  into  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  deoUuredt 
that  nothing  should  make  him  retain  it  under  any  other  man  than 
his  late  friend,  for  whose  sake  he  had  undertaken  it.  Mr.  Fox  more 
directly  protested  against  Lord  Shelbume.  The  Duke  of  Bichmond 
and  General  Conway  endeavoured  to  prevent  disunion  in  the  new 
system,  and  on  Wednesday  night  did  not  despair ;  but  on  Thursdayi 
at  Court,  Mr.  Fox  arrived,  took  Lord  Shelbume  aside,  asked  him 
abmptly,  if  he  was  to  be  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury ;  and,  being 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  said,  **  Then,  my  Lord,  I  shall  resign '' 
— ^went  into  the  Closet,  and  left  the  Seals,  which  he  had  brought  in 
his  pocket,  with  the  King. 

llie  schism  begun,  has  gone  &rther.  Bverybody  knew  that 
the  BockiDgham  and  Shelbume  squadrons,  who  had  never  been 
cordial  even  in  opposition,  had  with  great  diffiouUy  been  brougiht  to 
coalesce  in  the  formation  of  the  Admimstration,  and  some  knew 
that  their  conjunction  had  not  proceeded  with  much  amity.  Li  the 
first  moment  it  was  still  hoped  by  moderate  men  that  the  breach — 
I  mean  the  present— would  not  go  fiur ;  as  many  disapprove  Mr. 
Fox's  precipitation.  But  he  and  Lord  John  had  not  taken  their 
part  with  indifference.  A  meeting  of  the  late  Marquis's  fiiends  was 
held  yesterday  at  Lord  Fitzwilliam's — the  nephew  or  Octavius  of 
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ihd  Iftie  OuBBStf  but  no  more  Iftdy  to  be  in  Atigostofl^  than  tiie 
Marquis  was  a  Jiifiii&  After  a  debate  of  six  boon  the  whole  junto, 
ezoept  the  Duke  of  Biehuiond,  lesolTod  to  seoede ;  but,  bjr  whole 
nuUOf  yon  most  net  tinderatand  all  who  had  been  adherents  to  Lord 
Bookingham.  Some  who  had  been  wonld  not  attend  this  norel 
inrtitatioii  of  hereditary  light,  nor  understand  wby  the  Government 
IS  to  be  permanent  in  two  or  three  great  fEuniUes,  like  the  Hebrew 
priesthood  in  one  tribe ;  General  Oonway,  you  may  be  sure,  was  not 
of  tihat  assembly.  He  never  would  attach  himself  to  either  or  any 
Ihotion ;  and,  thougb  they  may  change  flieir  note,  the  dieridenti 
tiiemselTes  yet  allow  that  they  hare  no  claim  to  his  allegiance,  and 
that  be  always  acts  by  the  rule  of  right — ^they  forget  that  that  law 
ought  to  supersede  the  ties  of  party* 

Mr.  Fox's  proclamation  of  his  pretensions — ^which  I  allow  are 
yetj  good,  if  quaUfioations  gave  a  right  of  succession  (which  be  did 
not  indeed  direcfly  daim,  naming  the  Duke  of  Portland  Jbr  successor 
to  Lord  Rockingham,  who  certainly  would  not  degenerato  if  insuf- 
fidence  proved  the  true  heir), — ^has  called  forth  a  rival,  who,  it  was 
foreseen,  must  become  so  sooner  or  later.  Don't  you  anticipate  me, 
and  «y  out  ''WhatI  Mr.  William  PittP"  YesI  be  is  to  be 
deoretary  of  State— at  two-and-twenty — ^that  is  some  glory  I ' 

What  else  is  to  be,  I  am  sure  I  cannot  tell  you.  Perhaps  by 
Tuesday  night  more  may  be  settled ;  lor,  as  the  Parliament  is  to 
tise  on  Wednesday,  the  posts  that  may  be  yacant  will  be  filled  up, 
for  the  new  writs  to  issue.  GuessesI  do  not  name,  not  to  be  obliged 
to  contradict  them.  The  new  Opposition  will  be  weak  in  numbers, 
and  have  none  at  all  but  dignified  cyphers  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Lord  Rockingham's  party  was  not  numerous,  fliou^  the  strongest  of 
any  single  faction;  and  it  loses  its  real  chief,  the  Duke  of  Bichmond, 
and  a  few  more.  Fox  and  Burke  are  its  only  efficient  men.  There 
are  other  points  on  which  you  migbt  widi  to  question  me ;  but  I  do 
not  diooee  to  ttrUe  more  than  mig^  be  in  the  newspapers,  but 
witik  this  diffiBorence,  that  I  relate  nothing  but  faaU  tlust  hays 
entrty. 

The  meeting  at  Lord  Eitiwilliom's  was  not  so  unanimous  as  I  had 
heard.    Lord  Tem^  was  wannly  with  the  Duke  of  Bichmond,  and 

^  Lord  Slifllbiinie  baTii^  been  promoM  to  Uie  hesd  of  the  TntMUj,  and  Mr.  Fox 
ind  Lord  John  Cayendish  baying  resigned  their  reepectiye  sitoationB,  Mr.  Thomaa 
Tofmabend  and  Jjord  Qrantham  were  made  Secretaries  of  State,  and  Mr.  Pitt  Oban- 
sailor  of  the  Bzchecpier. — Weight. 
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two  or  thrae  other  Lords.  The  fimoer,  it  is  sopposed,  inll  be 
SeoretBTy  of  State  vitli  Ids  ooarin  Pitt  The  Duke  i«  gronly  abused 
by  the  new  SepantistB,  as  he  had  been  before  by  the  late  Adminis- 
tration.  When  a  man  is  tradnoed  by  both  aides,  it  is  no  bad 
symptcon  of  his  Tirtae.  If  a  man  eacrifioes  all  parties  to  his 
momentarjr  interest,  he  msj  be  muTersally  despised,  bat  he  does 
not  prorcdce.  If  his  change  proceeds  front  oonscsenoe,  he  mnsi 
be  aspeised,  that  his  int^^ty  may  not  shine.  As  the  Duke  ma 
oonspicnonsly  more  proper  for  the  first  post  t^an  Lord  Bookingham, 
he  had  more  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  vitli  the  nomination  than  to 
snpport  it  The  trifling  poet  of  Master  of  the  Ordnance  ooold  not  be 
an  object  worthy  of  his  ambition  or  selfishness ;  and,  l^  retaining 
it,  he  shows  he  did  not  aim  at  an  higher. 


If  anything  extraordinary  should  happen  before  Friday  I  wiU 
write  again  on  that  day,  aa  this  must  go  away  to-ni^t  I  shall  go 
to  Strawberry  at  the  end  of  the  week,  and  oome  to  town  reiy  seldom 
before  winter,-H»nseqaently,  shall  know  nothing  bat  general  news 
which  I  shall  send  yon  as  nsaaL  I  never  tronUe  myself  about  the 
disposition  of  plaoes ;  I  wish  for  peace  ferrently,  and  most  presem 
my  own,  if  I  cannot  contribote  to  that  of  the  public  or  of  particnlai& 
Lookily,  I  remember  that  I  am  older  than  almost  any  man  left  upon 
the  stage,  and  will  not  hobble  like  Nestor  to  &fl  siege  ot  Troy,  widi 
boys  three  hundred  years  younger  than  myself,  who  would  be  tired 
of  my  old  stories  of  their  grand&thers.     Adiea ! 


SITL    TO  THI  BBT.  WILUAU  HASOH. 

JToMfay,  Juif  S,  ITSS. 
I  WISH  you  did  come  to  town,  for  how  is  it  possible  to  fold  np 
Chaos  in  a  letter?  nay,  how  can  one  relate  and  not  have  on  o|nnionf 
I  certainly  have  one,  but  it  is  more  decided  on  the  ooloor  of  dislike 
titan  on  that  of  satisfaction.  One  con  scarce  avoid  retrospect  o^  he^ 
saying  how  the  worst  mi^t  hare  been  prevented,  but  I  hare  not  tune 
to  look  back  even  ten  days.  I  will  go  no  forther  than  last  Saturday, 
when,  to  be  sore,  a  fraction  of  an  aristocracy  gave  itself  as  ridiookms 
airs  OS  ever  impertinence  did.  A.  meeting  of  the  late  Uarquis  s 
mntee  was  summoned  at  Lord  Fitzwilliam's,  and  it  was  hoped  that 
all  present  would  swear  all^ianoe  to  the  urn  of  the  departed,  which 
was  proclaimed  to  contain  all  l^t  was  precious  in  our  oonntiy.    Tba 
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Bake  of  Bidunond  was  impions  enough  to  fhiok  peace  wifli  Ameiioa 
preferable  to  those  holy  omden,  Humg^  thejr  are  said  to  oontain  and 
to  be  aUe  to  conyey  a  xig^t  of  transmitting  the  soeptre  and  parse 
i)£  ihis  nation  to  whom  they  pleased,  or  Jjori  John  [Gayendish] 
shoald  please ;  and  his  Lorddiip  pleased  that  the  Dake  of  Portland 
shoald  be  the  ostensible^  and  Mr.  Fox  the  real  monarch  of  the 
WhigSi  and  Mr.  Fox  was  of  the  same  opinion;  not  all  the  rest 
were.  The  Lords  Berkeley,  Orayen,  and  De  Ferrars  presamed  to 
dissenty  and  Lord  Temple  loadly ;  so  nothing  excepting  Fox  and 
Borke  remained  in  the  cnuable,  but  the  eapui  mariumn.  I  hope  we 
diall  haye  a  codicil  to  Magna  Oharta  produced,  for  we  are  certainly 
to  haye  a  new  War  of  the  Barons,  a  straggle  between  the  King 
and  some  great  Peers  in  which  the  people  are  to  go  for  nothing. 

Don^t  imagine  from  what  I  haye  been  sajdng  that  I  am  delighted 
on  the  other  side ;  no,  my  good  firiend,  I  am  a  true  Englishman, 
and  am  much  more  easily  dissatisfied  than  pleased.  I  dislike  the 
new  dish  that  is  senred  up,  and  shall  taste  but  a  few  of  the  old 
ingredients  that  are  tossed  up  again,  and  shall  haye  no  stomach  at 
all  to  ibe  older  sauces  that  will  come  upon  table  again,  and  for 
which  the  new  remoyes  haye  made  rocnn. 

Well!  America  and  Lreland  haye  had  the  sense  and  spirit  to 
assert  themsdyes;  that  is  great  comfort  England,  alias  Noya  Scotia, 
little  deseryes  freedom. 

I  know  notlung  certainly  of  ihe  intended  distribution  of  places. 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Temple  I  belieye  are  to  be  Secretaries  of  State. 

At  this  moment  perhaps  Lord  Howe  maybe  fighting  the  combined 
squadrons,  who  could  not  know  that  he  had  aboye  fifteen  ships,  and 
he  undoubtedly  has  twenty-three  to  their  tweniy-eight  or  thirty,  and 
fiye  three-deckers  to  their  one,  besides  the  flower  of  the  ocean.  We 
haye  a  better  chance  by  seamen  than  by  politicians.  0  Neptune^ 
€ra  pro  fuibi%  I 

I  am  rej<aoed  that  you  do  not  intend  to  answer  Mr.  Hayley  in 
heroios.  Since  ganpowder  was  inyented  and  heroic  yirtue  was  out 
ef  fitthion,  and  Oiroe  and  Oalypso  and  Armida  haye  left  no  natural 
children  to  inyeigle  a  stray  adyenturer,  whom  the  gods  used  to  be 
00  good  as  to  asBiBt  in  seddng  his  fortan^  and  help  him  into  mis- 
haps in  order  to  get  him  out,  I  see  no  materials  for  making  anew  an 
old  thing  called  an  Epic  poem.  Eyen  demigods  haye  intermarried 
till  their  race  are  become  downright  in^sMses,  (I  foiget  the  mongrel 
shades  in  the  colonies,)  and  haye  little  of  ethereal  day  left  in  their 
composition;   I  mean  those  half-diyinities  whom  antiquity  called 


patriotic  and  His  moiansy  BtrnMUt  and  SidiMyB.  I  oodd  tdl  ytm 
0ome  iaki  that  would  maki  yovr  hair  stand  oo  end  instead  of 
dipping  yon  in  Oastalia,  but  yon  may  trnst  Ae  new  parties  bt 
not  letting  yon  remain  in  ignoranee ;  they  have  mntoal  tales  to 
tell,  beliereme. 

Lord  Haroonrty  by  a  letter  I  haTO  resei?ed  to-day,  says^  yon  are 
sitting  on  a  rafter  and  dining  oni  of  a  hod  of  mortar;  no  jnattsr 
yon  are  at  Nnneham  and  oan  stroll  abont  Elysinm.  Whaneyer  yoi 
are  tired  of  it,  yon  will  be  s^bdly  reoeived  at  Strawberry^  and  wiU 
find  a  sancer  of  hantboys  tot  yonr  dinner.  Plray  setfle  tibe  plan  for 
the  oastle,  and  bring  the  measurement  of  the  windows  tibat  we  may 
fit  the  painted  glass  to  ttiam,  and,  aboTO  all,  torment  Lady  Haroonrt 
to  send  me  her  Poems,  thai  I  may  begin  printing.  I  shall  be 
gathered  to  Gazton  and  my  aneeston  if  she  does  not  make  haste. 
Adien. 

P.S.  I  was  going  to  seal  my  letter  when  good  old  Lord  Oeoige 
OaTendish  eame  in.  We  talked  orer  very  oooUy  the  new  sdusm ; 
I  tdd  him  fidrly  that  I  wished  they  wonld,  as  they  had  nnited  with 
Lord  Shelbume,  have  borne  with  him  tot  three  months,  entering 
what  cayeat  or  protest  they  pleased  against  his  oontinnanoe,  tiU  the 
peace  with  Amerioa  was  condnded,  Lreknd  settled,  •iH^wii^^  oon* 
duded  on  the  Continent,  and  perhaps  reconciliation  with  Holland; 
and  I  added,  ^My  dear  Lord,  don't  yon  think  that  tins  new 
diasension  will  be  heard  with  transport  in  France  ?"  he  answered, 
^Undoubtedly.''  I  was  answered.  I  put  the  same  qnestion  this 
morning  to  Mr.  Fox— -he  repUed,  ''  Oh,  it  will  do  a  great  deal  of 
mischief —JTndge. 

To-morrow  we  shall  hear  Mr.  Fox's  reasons  for  his  resignation. 
Lord  Oeoige  [Oavendidi]  owned  to  me  that  there  mig^  be  reasons 
that  could  not  be  given;  I  said,  ''My  Lord,  will  wofsa  rsasona 
satisfy  the  conntry  P  " 

The  most  certain  thing  fliat  will  happen  is  a  toirent  of  abuse  en 
the  Doke  of  Biofamond,  Lord  Shelbunie,  and  Mr.  Fox;  so  auUgnity 
at  least  wffl  have  its  Saturnalia.  The  coanest  waters  of  the  kennel 
wiU  be  thrown  on  the  two  former,  but  by  what  I  hear  as  yet,  tiiere 
will  be  ten  bucketo  for  one  emptied  on  the  latter ;  and  yet  the  moat 
stinking  may  be  di£fused  the  widest 
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Berhdey  Square,  July  10, 1782. 

Don't  be  fiightened :  I  do  not  intend  to  write  to  yon  every  day, 
I  shall  rosttoate  myself  on  Friday*  and  tbeo  you  will  hear  little  of 
me  more.  Now  I  am  not  going  to  tell  you  the  new  arrangements, 
for  General  Oonway  forgets  them  as  teJat  as  he  hears  theoL  Yet 
they  may  be  made,  and  you  wiU  learn  them  from  the  new  Writs. 

My  business  is  to  give  yon  a  sketoh  of  yesterday.  It  was  a  onrious 
debate  opened  by  a  motu)n  of  inquiry  on  a  thumping  pension  for 
life  to  Colonel  Barr^  signed  by  Ix>rd  BoclringbaTn,  Lord  Althorp, 
and  Fred.  Montagu,  and  defended  by  the  two  last,  Lord  John 
[Cavendish]  and  GhrenyiUe.  This  was  ene  of  the  tales  I  reserved. 
There  is  another  parallel  about  Burke,  but  not  a  qusrter  so  heavy* 
The  debate  soon  wandered  to  the  resignations.  Charles  Fox  shone 
but  did  not  dazzle,  for  his  plea  was  very  flim^, — his  swpioi^m  of 
Lord  Shelbume.  He  attacked  General  Conway  too,  and  (wluoh  I 
think  was  a  high  compliment)  called  him  an  tnnoom^,  who  knew 
nothing,  thought  nothing  of  men,  but  looked  to  measures,  and  had 
wrought  great  good  and  great  eviL  Conway  avowed  that  he  did  look 
only  to  measures,  not  men,  and  produced  his  political  creed  reduced 
to  the  four  articles  on  which  the  last  brief  Admioistration  had  come 
into  power,  viz. — ^The  reduction  of-  the  power  of  the  Crown,  public 
economy,  the  independence  of  America  and  that  of  Lreland.  By  these 
tests  he  desired  to  be  tried,  and  if  he  abandoned  them,to  be  condemned ; 
would  the  orders  of  the  House  permit  it,  he  would  leave  the  paper 
from  which  he  spoke  on  the  taUe.  Mr.  Fox  not  onlydechoed 
that  he  regarded  men,  not  measures,  but  you  will  laugh — ^insisted 
{hat  the  Nation  calls  for  the  Duke  of  P(v(iand.  The  Nation  to  be 
sure  may  call  odd  men,  but  certainly  did  not  caU  for  his  Ghrace,  who, 
tin  this  nomination  to  Lreland,  scarce  an  hundred  men  knew  to  exist 
He  has  lived  in  Ducal  dudgeon  with  half-a-dozen  toad-eaters 
secluded  from  mankind  behind  the  ramparts  of  Burlington  wall,' 
and  overwhebBfted  by  debts  without  a  visible  expense  of  two  tiionsand 
pounds  a-year.  It  is  very  entertaining  that  two  or  three  great 
families  should  persuade  themaelves  that  they  have  an  hereditary 
and  exclusive  ng^t  ef  giving  qb  a  head  without  a  tongue,  nor  is 
it  less  burlesque  to  see  a  fraction  of  an  aristocracy  demanding 

1  The  Duke  of  Poiihnd  Ihed  ti  tut  tiae  in  Bvttngion  Hotm^  PloctdiMy.-* 
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pre-eminence  wiihoni  one  speaker  in  the  Honse  of  Lords  bat- 
Lord  Derby. 

They  will  reoeiTe  another  blow  as  sensible  as  any  they  have 
experienced ;  Sir  G^rge  SaviUe  disapproves  their  proud  retreat. 
.  If  yesterday  was  not  propitious  to  the  renewed  Opposition,  it  was 
not  more  flattering  to  the  person  of  the  new  Premier  [Shelbume] 
who  was  rudely  handled,  and  defended  by  a  Sir  William  Wake 
alone,  of  whom  I  never  heard  before.  Burke  threw  a  whole  basket 
of  invectives  on  him  collected  firom  the  Boman  history  down  to 
Mother  Gh)ose's  tales.  The  voice  of  the  town,  however,  does  not  hail 
Mr.  Fox,  and  yet  I  question  whether  Lord  Shelbume  will  not  soon 
be  the  more  unpopular. 

I  have  heard  this  morning,  though  from  no  absolute  authority, 
that  Lord  Howe  is  returned  to  St.  Helenas,  declaring  he  had  found 
Hie  combined  fleets  too  strong  to  be  attacked  yet,  though  he  has  but 
twenty-four  ships,  and  they  thirty :  it  was  yesterday  expected  that 
we  should  hear  he  had  fought,  and  was  victorious.  I  do  not  at  all 
know  how  this  is  to  be  taken ;  that  is,  in  what  light  it  is  to  be 
interpreted  with  regard  to  Lord  Keppel,  for  that  will  be  the  con- 
sideration on  both  sides,  and  not  the  measure  or  manoeuvre.  The 
nation's  good  will  be  pretended,  and  neither  side  will  think  of  it 
except  Mr.  Conway.  Adieu  I  I  am  impatient  to  be  gone.  All  is 
bare£eu)ed  faction ;  ambition  and  interest  have  cut  away  their  vizors, 
or  sold  Qiem  parhm  dear.  Both  sides  are  alike :  one  cannot  value 
either.  Whenever  the  nation  gets  an  advantage,  it  is  like  a  half- 
gnawed  bone  tossed  to  a  dog  under  the  table.' 

^  TO  fBl  BOW.  BOBAOa  WALPOUI. 

Nwukam,  Jtdg  U,  178S. 

A  movsAVD  thuki  to  you  for  your  freqnani  inteIIig«iioe  oonoerniiig  this  itrmg* 
rerolutioii ;  oonoerning  which,  also,  I  can  make  no  oomment  at  praaent,  hat  what  yon 
haTo  done ;  nor  do  I  aappote  I  shall  be  able  to  make  up  my  own  mind  about  it  for 
•ome  time.  Indeed,  if  it  be  true  that  Jenkinaon  has  been  closeted,  as  the  papers  tell 
us,  and  if  in  conseqnence  of  that  he  comes  into  any  ostensible  office,  I  shsll  not  wait 
for  the  adyent  of  StamaHcn  [Dimdas]  from  Edinbaigh  to  settle  my  jadgment.  I 
shall  then  look  npon  the  Bntssan  system  as  fnUy  restored,  and  I  shall  pity  Mr.  Conway, 
the  Duke  of  Bidunond,  and  Mr.  William  Pitt,  as  three  rery  honest  dopes.  But  at 
present  I  will  hope  better  things,  and  console  myself  with  thinking  that  though  the 
nation  will  hare  lost  much  by  losing  certain  honest  men  amongst  the  late  aeceders 
from  the  administration,  it  may  yet  finally  be  a  gainer  by  hanng  got  quit  of  the 
absurdity  of  one  [Lord  J.  C],  whose  influence,  I  trusty  now  can  be  nothing,  since  ha 
might  perforce  become  the  subaltern  of  Charles  Fox,  in  whom  I  trust  he  wiU  not 
find  the  implicit  aequiescence  of  his  late  leader  [Lord  Boddngham]  now  departed. 

I  haye  broui^t  with  me  hither  a  precious  depots  which  at  my  earnest  solidtatioa 
yon  entrusted  ma  with  at  York,  mddieei  Docioure  MyUes'  ediUon  of  Bowley,  and 
thia  I  shall  send  yon  by  tha  first  safe  hand.    I  shall  aLBO,  if  you  please,  return  y<m 
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Serketeif  Sgmre,  Jui^  ll,ai  iMmghi,  178S. 

I  AX  this  mintiie  oome  from  Lady  Mary  Goke%  at  Nottmg  Hill, 
where  I  dined  wifli  the  present  Commander-in*Ghief  [G^eral 
Ck>nway]  and  ike  late  Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  [Lord  John 
Cavendiah]  and  though  the  party  had  been  made  before  the  mptorey 
nothing  could  pass  more  amicably ;  nay.  Lord  John  left  us  to  sup 
at  Bichmond  House.  All  this  is  mighty  well,  and  I  might  com- 
pliment myself  on  haying  contributed  to  preserye  appearances ;  yet 
I  see  how  little  they  will  last,  when  any  opportunity  offers  of 
discovering  what  is  under  the  embers.  Nay,  I  belieTe,  what  modera- 
tion remains^  proceeds  from  perceiving  already  how  ill  the  late 
precipitation  is  generally  takeoL  Very  ill,  indeed,  by  all  not  imme- 
diately connected  with  flie  principal  actors. 

On  my  table  I  found  your  Ladyship's  letter,  and  sit  down  to 
answer  ii^  late  as  it  is,  because  I  shall  leave  London  to-morrow  with 
no  thoughts  of  seeing  it  again  in  haste;  for,  though  my  two  friends 
[Bichmond  and  Oonway]  have  acted  rightly,  I  am  &r  from  being 
enamoured  of  anything  else.  It  flatters  me  much  to  find  that  I  am 
80  fortunate  as  to  agree  with  your  Ladyship  and  Lord  Ossory,  and 
to  find  you  so  full  of  confidence  on  a  point  on  which  I  had  no  right 
to  expect  any.  You  may  be  assured  nothing  you  have  said  will 
pass  my  lips ;  indeed,  I  shall  see  nobody  to-morrow,  and  am  going 
to  vegetate  only  among  my  dowagers. 

jonr  notes  on  oerttin  poems,  thit  Huj  may  be  increMed  aft  your  leimn,  if  yon  so 
eboose;  fhongh  I  shall  do  Uiis  with  some  xelnetancs^  fearing  a  little,  lest  hj  hiding 
for  more  I  may  lose  what  I  have. 

We  are  here  in  a  most  chaotic  state,  and  dine  as  if  among  the  mine  of  Palmyrs, 
with  a  broken  friese  of  Stnart's  in  one  corner,  and  a  Frendi  moulding  (I  know  not  its 
name)  which  is  to  be  lis  substitate  in  another.  In  the  mean  while  we  sigh  for  some- 
thing Gothic  as  preferable  to  either;  for  my  own  part,  I  sigh  for  nothing  bat  the  sun, 
or  what  is  in  my  mind  slways  prefecable  to  him,  especially  in  snmmer,  a  good  West- 
Biding  Torkshire  fire. 

Lady  Harconrt  sends  her  kindest  compliments  to  yon,  and  desires  yon  would  be 
plessed  to  send  a  ticket  for  seeing  Strawberry  Hill  to  a  friend  of  hers,  Mr.  Wilmot,  in 
Bloomsbnry-sqnare.  I  haye  had  no  time  to  talk  to  her  yet  about  her  Poems,  nor  has 
ahe,  J  lisar,  time  to  correct  them. 

Lord  Harconrt  and  she  Join  in  all  kindneaes  with  yonr  mnch  obliged  and  most 
sincere  serrant 

W.  Masoa. 
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It  is  self-evident  ibat  the  sole  way  of  preventiiig  much  evil 
by  remaining.  Nor  is  it  less  certain  that  the  rash  steps  taken  must 
please  infinitely  in  a  place  whence  dissension  was  always  oaltiTated. 
What  conld  ^  opening  of  so  many  doors  prodnce  but  the  intro- 
duction of  some  of  ihe  late  discarded?  It  will  not,  in  tmth, 
suipnee  me  if  the  introduotor  himself  is  at  last  sent  to  graze :  nor 
was  I  in  the  wrong  when  I  said  in  the  first  masnimi  that  power  was 
lqp9ed  bade  again.  Some  yery  disgraceful  cJniimistaiices  tkat  have 
just  come  out  will  xeffay  what  has  been  loet  with  asory,  fixr  aQ 
credit  ia  patriotism  mxut  be  lost  when  iito  wages  ace  ao  hig^ 

Yqwc  private  lamentaticmi  Madam*  is  equally  well  Stranded, 
though  the  relapse  wfll  be  much  more  daJigerous  to  Mr*  Fca  than  to 
Mr.  Fitzpatricky  whose  stamina  «re  of  stouter  texture ;  the  lenneri 
Z  fear*  will  destroy  himsel£  I  was  on  the  point  of  saying  to  him 
t'other  morning,  ''Well»  but  ycm  must  not  90  and  play  at  taw 
again]''  but  J  thought  it  would  be  impertinent  What  can  one 
suggest  that  he  does  not  keow  and  must  have  thought  P  I  did 
flatter  myself  that  he  nqw  wm  on  the  high  road  to  all  ha  eu^  to 
attaiar— he  would  have  attained  it-^ut  he  will  mi&iet  live  to 
veach  the  goal,  nori  whien  ParUameat  is  not  sitting,  tdke  tfaa  least 
pains  to  promote  his  own  views.  But  I  blame  myself  for  eapa- 
tiating  when  you.  Madam,  have  eom|)rised  in  a  dbort  fidile 
the  quintessence  of  all  I  could  say.  It  is  so  just^  that  I  wuh 
Mr.  Fox  had  seen  it  la$t  W&jkmdof  ievenniffki.  1  uo  ooafess  it 
is  he  on  whose  account  I  am  mortified.  I  had  pleasure  in  thinlriTig 
that,  old  as  I  am,  I  should  yet  see  a  first-raite  Minister  who 
would  revive  thii  country.  That  vision  is  oyer,  and  every  other  I 
I  have  been  shown  a  glimpse  of  a  new  jTerusalem :  I  waked,  and 
found  it  was  a  dream  I — ^here  conclude  my  poUtics.  All  will  run 
badu  into  the  old  channeL  A  miracle  happened — and  might  almost 
as  well  not  At  sixi^-flveitisteolate  to  lookfi}rwardagain.  lam 
as  much  disappointed  as  if  I  had  had  personal  views ;  but  I  confess 
that  I  find  it  more  easy  to  comfort  myself  from  having  had  none. 
I  can  wish  well  to  Eiq^d,  as  I  did  before ;  but  when  one  can 
neither  do  good  nor  prevent  mischiei^  it  is  allowable  to  leave  the 
public  to  it8el£  It  will  be  a  capital  loss  to  me  if  your  Ladyship  and 
Lord  Ossory  adhere  to  your  purpose  of  going  abroad ;  but  I  cannot 
be  so  selfish  as  to  disapprove  it  Next  winter,  I  am  persuaded  with 
you,  will  be  very  disagreeable,  and  to  you  an  anxious  one.  What 
one  cannot  remedy,  it  is  best  to  avoid. 

Thank  you  exceedingly  once  more,  Madam,  for  your  letter  and 
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hiAibt  and  be  iesared,  whiarever  yoa  avei  that  while  I  remab  hete» 
I  ahaU  be  moat  unaHerably 

YotirSy  &o. 

ai74    9a  VttM  BBT.  WII^IAM  MASOK. 

mraubeny  HiU,  July  Vt,  1781 


I  ABSWEK  your  Mter  direetlyy  that  I  may  lose  no  time  in  obeying 
Lady  Hareoicrt^s  eottxaaEUds.  I  have  very  IMe  dse  to  say,  knowing, 
and  intending  to  know,  liotlnng  sinee  I  left  London.  A  few  words 
in  amdwor  to  yonifg  will  ladtM*  My  two  fri^ids  [Richmond  and 
Oonway]  eotdd  do  ne  eiher  tiian  they  did,  being  persuaded  from 
the  importanoe  of  what  was  pending  abroad,  that  they  should  be 
eriminal  bk  quitiaig  at  aadh  tf  inement.  Mr.  Oohway,  in  partieolar, 
had  differed  aild  eanried  the  Tefy  point  against  Mr.  Fox,  on  whioh 
the  IMet  pretends  to  have  broken.  It  would  have  been  extraor- 
dinary, ittd^e^  tf  Conway  had  made  that  a  plea  for  resigning  I 

Ab  to^  the  oonae^^oefien  of  the  mptnre,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 

they  wiB  be  the  restoraticm  of  the  old  system^  sooner  or  kter^  in 

whde  or  in  part ;  but  so  I  Ibresaw  they  would  be  the  moment  Lord 

Rockingham  died.    Lideed,  that  was  the  intention  before  he  came 

in,  for  so  early  had  the  division  begun ;  or  rather,  there  never  had 

been  any  union.  FHde,  rashness,  foUy,  and  knavery,  have  dissipated 

even  preienoe^  and  everything  is  to  begin  anew.    If  you  have 

yeuth  or  eouragpe  enough  te  eontmenoe  a  freA  chaoor  I  have  no 

ebyeotion.    For  myself^  I  confeae  I  am  too  old ;   nor  am  I  eager  to 

be  aidiog.  and  abet&ig  ladrei  Irish  adventurers  in  getting  pensions  of 

8000^  a  year.    They  have  picked  the  poekets  of  others  fiill  as 

honebt  as  tiiemialvei^  and  caU  it  saving  the  nation's  money !  I  shall 

faeaMfe  the  priaoipks  I  havealwi^  maintained,  but  merely  as  old- 

fiuinoned  Ge&ie  relicb,  that  ave  of  no  use.    Some  mischiefs  are 

piovgwtedy  and  now  and  thetk  seme  little  advantage  is  obtained  for 

the  eoontry  jMT  hrieole  by  opposition,  but  you  see,  and  I  earlier  saw, 

how  all  opposHioBS,  when  suecestful,  terminate.     But  I  doubt  the 

queefcien,  I  mean  in  practice,  ia  reduced  to  this : — ^kings  want  to 

have  daves  tot  nothing ;  patriots  want  to  be  richly  paid  for  being 

slavea.     AIT,  thoMfore,  that  liberty  gets  is  by  havii^  the  question 

tBudecided :  opposition  keeps  it  undecided,  and  implies  that  there  is 

aeraething  to  be  gotten  by  it.    Thus  I  am  gbtd  there  will  be  a  new 

Opposition,  but  as  to  believing  in  its  views,  or  expecting  any  benefit 

to  my  country  isom  its  success,  you  will  excuse  me. 

VOL.  vin.  • 
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I  shall  be  glad  to  reoeiye  my  notes :  I  have  kept  no  copy,  and 
wanted  to  see  them,  as  I  have  began  the  oontinaatioiv  and  would 
not  have  the  style  very  inoongraous ;  but  I  had  much  rather  you 
would  bring  them  yourself.  You  promised  me  a  visit :  the  unin- 
habitable state  of  Nuneham  makes  it  impossible  fbr  me  to  come  to 
you.  Let  us  amuse  ourselves  with  pleasanter  objects  than  politios: 
nothing  is  left  of  England  but  the  corpse,  which,  you  see,  is  veiy 
carrion,  for  Hie  vultures  prey  on  ii  I  can  tell  you  much  of  what  has 
passed  of  late,  but  for  the  future  am  determined  neither  to  think  on  or 
concern  myself  with  public  affidrs.  My  chief  business,  if  Lady  Har* 
court  and  you  please,  shall  be  to  be  her  printer  and  your  commentatoi^ 
and  the  more  you  both  employ  m^  the  better  I  shall  be  satisfied. 

P.S.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  ticket  should  readi  Mr.  WHmot 
before  Saturday,  but  as  I  am  to  have  some  Archaoloffiaia  [Gbugb 
and  Nichols]  that  day,  I  was  forced  to  except  ii  I  would  not  haggle 
with  Lady  Harcourt,  or  should  have  wished  to  fix  the  day»  for  I  have 
been  so  invaded  lately  and  had  so  many  quarrelsi  that  I  am  forced 
to  be  rigorous  about  my  rules,  and  restrict  the  number  to  JbnTf 
as  I  have  been  seriously  abused  for  having  made  some  exceptions. 


2175.    TO  SIB  HORACE  MANK. 

Skmobtrry  HiO,  Jviy  21»  1781 

Your  letter  of  the  6th,  which  I  received  to-day,  sets  me  to 
writing,  though  I  have  no  novelty  to  toll  you  since  the  newarrange- 
ment  of  the  Administration,  of  which,  I  think,  I  gave  yon  a  sketch 
in  my  last  of  the  9th.  The  most  material  part  to  you  is  Hie  addition 
of  Lord  GFrantham  as  Secretary  of  Stoto.  He  is  a  sort  of  old 
acquaintance  of  yours  when  he  was  at  Vienna,  and,  I  suppose,  at 
Madrid ;  though,  I  believe,  you  never  met.  He  is  a  very  agreeable^ 
pleasing  man.  Lord  Shelbume  is  certainly  the  Minister  paramount 

The  moment  is  certainly  a  solemn  one :  the  combined  fieefa  are  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Channel,  but  Lord  Howe,  though  with  inferior 
force,  is  watohing  them,  and  is  very  different  from  such  old  women 
as  Hardy  or  Darby,  and  has  a  most  chosen  set  of  officers,  men,  and 
ships ;  as  at  land  we  have  General  Conway,  instead  of  that  log  of 
wood,  Lord  Amherst,  whose  stupdity  and  incapacity  were  past 
belief,  though,  before  he  was  known,  he  was  fcnr  a  moment  a  hero; 
for  more  moments  supposed  a  great  man,  the  Lord  knows  why. 

I  have  been  here  lliese  ten  days,  consequently  know  nothing  moie 
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than  what  yoa  see  in  the  papers ;  I  most  fhereforeoweiherestof  my 
letter  to  answering  yours.  It  is  not  worth  while,  even  for  the  sake 
of  a  paragraph,  to  tell  you  that  my  last  morsel  of  gout  was  acquired 
by  being  blooded  twice  for  the  influenza,  which  I  had  one  of  the 
first.    I  am  now  mighty  well  for  me. 

I  am  qnite  ignorant  of  yonr  nepheVs  late  campaign  in  Kent,  of 
which  I  know  nothing  but  by  yonr  letter.  I  do  but  cast  my  eye  on 
the  newspapers,  which  are  detestable  for  their  lies,  blunders,  and 
scandal,  and  are  half  filled  by  letters  of  the  partizans  of  dififerent 
fisLctions,  whose  sole  object  is  to  mislead  and  infuse  prejudices. 
I  neyer  look  at  the  advertisements  and  paragraphs  that  relate  to 
elections ;  and  must  be  surfeited,  you  may  well  imagine,  after  sixty 
years,  with  the  clamours  of  parties  with  which  I  have  nothing  to  do. 
Your  nephew  I  have  not  seen  for  some  time.  He  has,  I  think,  a 
good  heart ;  but,  being  a  little  volatile  and  precipitate,  his  honesty 
is  apt  to  make  him  take  his  part  without  much  consideration.  This 
may  dra^  him  into  difficulties,  but  not  disreputable  ones.  Experience 
will  make  him  more  wary ;  and  he  will  distrust  his  own  judgment, 
when  he  finds  it  is  not  an  infallible  guide. 

I  do  not  recollect  what  you  said  of  an  old  pminM :  you  told  me 
someliung  about  one,  but  I  forget  what ;  you  now  say  I  have  seen 
it — ^not  to  my  knowledge.  My  memory  and  other  defects  tell  me 
how  old  I  grow.  I  hope  at  least  to  remember  that  I  do  forget. 
Ancient  folks  are  apt  to  parry  and  palliate  their  decays :  it  is  my 
duty  to  watch  them,  and  convince  myself  of  them;  which  one 
should  think  would  not  be  difficult — ^but  self-bve  is  such  a  flatterer  I 
Adieu  I 

2176.    TO  THB  RET.  WILUAM  COLB. 

Skrawberry  HiU,  ftdy  28, 1782. 

I HAVB  been  more  dilatory  than  usual,  dear  Sir,  in  replying  to 
your  last ;  but  it  called  for  no  particular  answer,  nor  have  I  now 
an3^thing  worth  telling  you.  Mr.  Gough  and  Mr.  Nichols  dined  with 
me  on  Saturday  lasi  I  lent  the  former  three-and-twenty  drawings 
of  monxmients  out  of  Mr.  Letliieullier's  books,  for  his  large  work, 
whk^  will  be  a  magnificent  one.  Mr.  Nichols  is,  as  you  say,  a  very 
rapid  editor,  and  I  must  commend  him  foi:  being  a  very  accurate  one. 
I  scarce  ever  saw  a  book  so  correct  as  his  '  Life  of  Mr.  Bowyer.'  I 
wish  it  deserved  the  pains  he  has  bestowed  on  it  everyway,  and  that 
he  would  not  dub  so  many  men  greai.    I  have  known  several  of  his 
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heroes,  who  were  Yery  UUh  men.  Dr.  Mead  had  aefiiiiig  Ink 
preteasiox^ ;  and  Philip  Carteret  Webb  waa  a  sony  knave  with 
still  less  foundation.  To  what  a  sloider  total  do  those  shrink  who 
are  the  idols  of  their  own  age  I  How  yery  few  are  known  at  all  at 
the  end  of  the  next  oentory  I  but  there  is  a  chapter  in  Voltaire  fliat 
would  ouie  anybody  of  behig  a  great  man  even  in  his  own  eyes.  It 
is  a  chapter  in  whioh  a  Chinese  goes  into  a  bookseller's  shop^  and 
marvels  at  not  finding  any  of  his  own  oountr/s  dassios.  It  is  a 
chapter  that  ought  neyer  to  be  out  of  the  sight  of  any  vain  author. 
I  have  just  got  the  catalogue  [Ayacough's]  of  the  Manusoripts  in 
flieMuseum.  It  is  eyery  way  piteously  dear;  the  method  is  extremely 
puzzling,  and  the  contents  chiefly  rubbish :  who  would  give  a  rush 
for  Dr.  Birch's  correspondence  P  many  of  the  pieces  are  in  print.  In 
truth,  I  set  little  store  by  a  collection  of  manuscripts.  A  wodL  must 
be  of  little  yalue  that  never  could  get  into  print;  I  mean,  if  it  has 
existed  half  a  century.  The  articles  that  diverted  me  most  wore  an 
absolute  novelty ;  I  knew  Henry  VUl.  was  a  royal  author,  hat  not 
a  royal  quack.  There  are  several  receipts  of  his  own,  and  this 
delectable  one  amongst  others.  **  The  King's  Grace's  oyntement  made 
at  BL  James's,  to  ooole,  and  dry,  and  comfort  the  *——•"  Another,  to 
the  same  purpose^  was  devised  at  Oawoode :  was  not  that  an  epis- 
eopat  pakioe  f  How  devouUy  was  the  head  of  tibe  ehmch  enjoyed! 
I  hope  that  you  have  recovered  your  spirits ;  and  that  summer, 
which  is  arrived  at  last,  will  make  agreat  amendment  m  you^ 


2177.    TO  THE  SBY.  WILLIAM  MASOK. 

Strawberry  HiO,  A^iif.  4,  ITdl. 

I  HAVE  received  your  or  rather  my  volume  and  the  notes.  I  had 
already  sketched  the  Preface,  but  not  having  the  Epistle  here  I 
could  proceed  no  further.  However,  as  I  must  go  to  town  to-morrow 
I  shall  bring  one  down  with  me ;  but  probably  fi^sish  this  letter 
th^re,  for  I  have  nothing  to  tell  you,  and  I  am  sure,  am  not  in  your 
debt  for  letters  or  a  visit.  Nay  I  do  not  perceive  that  your  preseaoe 
at  Nuneham  advances  any  work  there.  I  have  neither  received  Lady 
Haroourf  a  MS.  nor  a  design  for  the  Gbihic  building,,  which  my 
painted  glass  is  to  deck.  Does  your  being  within  the  vertar  ot 
Oxford  benumb  all  your  fieumlties  t 

1  have  borrowed  and  been  reading  Monsr.  de  Idlle's  poem  on 
Gardening :  it  is  a  poor  affiGdr,  with  here  and  there,  but  rarely,  a  &w 
pretty  lines,  amidst  hundreds  of  very  flab    He  seema  to  have  no 
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•BJantiflo  teste  te  flie  matter,  bat  fo  haTe  pioked  op  some  lean  ideas 
wldoh  he  repeats  o?er  and  ereri  and  tries  to  embeUish  with  modem 
phflosophyy  a  mode  moire  impertineat  than  their  native  levity. 
Their  beards  are  asfiactitions  and  awkward  as  their  crooks  and  scrips 
were  when  they  nsed  to  write  about  their  bergirea  and  hameaim,  and 
dress  Pan  and  satyrs  in  flesh-colonred  lutestring.  You  will  like 
better  to  hear  sayings  of  George  Selwyn.  On  Lord  Camden's  son 
having  another  place,  he  said,  **8ai  prata  btberunt"  and  that  the 
nomination  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  for  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
put  him  in  mind  of  an  old  Flresbyterian  tract,  called,  **A  shcyve  to  a 
heavy  *  *  *  Christian**  Li  short,  he  who  never  read  anything,  has 
always  a  quotetion  ready  and  apropos. 

Lord  Monboddo  has  proposed  himself  to  Mrs.  Oarriok,  but  she 
rejected  the  unions  as  the  Soote  threaten  to  do ;  and  as  it  would  be 
lucky  if  they  did — much  luckier  if  they  always  had,  instead  of 
sending  all  Iheir  lean  cattle  to  be  &tted  in  our  pastures. 

Pray  tell  Lord  Haroourt  that  poor  dive  is  better,  yet  her  fits  of 
the  jaundice  return  so  often  that  I  much  doubt  her  recovery.  Lideed 
the  apothecary  feats  her  liver  is  affected — she  is  shnmk  to  ati 
astonishing  degree. 

Lady  Di  Beauderk  is  painting  a  room  at  her  charming  viUa  that 
was  TAr.  Giles's,  and  that  I  have  christened  Spencer  Orave}  It  is 
nothing  but  a  row  of  lilacs  in  festoons  on  green  paper,  but  executed 
in  as  great  a  style  as  Michael  Angelo  would  have  done  for  a  Pope's 
villa ;  and  wilhout  even  making  a  sketch.  You  would  know  the 
c(nmtenanee  qfeeery  single  flower,  and  call  them  by  their  names,  but 
alas  I  those  j^orious  wreaths  that  you  would  wi^  to  cut  out  and 
glaze,  were  any  glasses  large  enough,  are  painted  iu  water  colours, 
and  will  not  last  two  summers.  Li  each  panel  of  the  surbase  she  has 
painted  a  sprig  or  chaplet  of  geranium,  or  ivy,  or  periwinkle,  and 
every  one  is  a  capital  picture.  Every  plant  has  its  identic  character, 
as  her  human  figures  have.  You  have  never  seen  my  picture  of  her 
gipsies  telling  a  country  girPs  fortune,  but  I  don't  pity  you ;  you 
m^t  see  it  if  you  would,  but  I  never  wish  any  one  te  do  what  is 
not  done  but  by  soUoitetum. 

I  am  in  town,  but  it  looks  as  if  nobody  else  was,  every  house  is 
shut  up.    I  don't  understand  the  language  of  bricks,  or  I  dare  to  say 

>  MIh  Hotham'g  bflMtiftil  TillAy  called  Spender  Oiws,  was  fitted  up  with  gretl 
elegsaoe  by  Lady  Di  Beaaelerk,  who  decorated  sereral  of  the  rooms  wHh  her  own 
painiiiigk    Lyion'i '  Enyirone,'  1795 ;  artidei '  Twiekenham.'-^-CinivxveCAX. 
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I  could  send  yoa  Yoiy  entertainiiig  I)ialog:iiefl,  i^^ 

what  servants  say  to  one  anottier  of  their  masters^  and  a  good  dnl 

more  tme,  and  I  dare  to  say  still  less  &yoiirable. 


2178.    TO  THE  COUKTESS  OF  OSSOBY. 

I  SHOULD  haye  written.  Madam,  had  I  had  anything  to  tell  you: 
bnt  what  can  I  send  from  hence  but  repetitions  of  the  sameneqies  of 
erery  summer  P  I  pass  most  of  my  evenings  at  the  hospital  of  the 
poor  Mon1ax)ses ;  Clifden  [Mrs.  Olive's]  is  little  less  an  infirmaiy. 
I  have  dined  again  with  the  Princess  Amelie,  and  twice  with  the 
Hertfords  at  Ditton,  and  see  a  great  deal  of  my  family,  who  azB 
oantoned  around  me  like  those  of  a  patriarch,  when  tribes  b^an  to 
increase  and  remove  to  small  distances.    My  brother  [Sir  Edward 
Walpole]  is  at  Isleworth,  Lady  Dysart  at  Ham,  the  Keppels  at  the 
Stud,  the  Waldegraves  at  the  Pavilions,  and  Lady  Malpas  in  Uid 
Palace ;  *  but  I  am  not  the  better  stocked  with  materials  for  letters; 
nor,  though  the  neighbourhood  is  enriched  by  some  invention,  as 
Lady  Cecilia  Johnston's  at  Petersham,  and  Lady  Bridget  ToUemache's 
on  Ham  Common,  is  my  Gazette  at  all  flourishing,  since  we  have 
ceased  to  be  on  the  high  road  to  intelligence.    Lord  North  finding 
Bushy  Park  too  solitary  since  his  sun  was  set,  is  gone  on  a  progress 
into  the  Tory  regions  of  Oxford  and  Staffordshire ;  and  Mr.  [Welbore] 
EUis  has  moulted  his  French  horns  with  the  seals.    The  events  of  our 
district  have  been  confined  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Prado,'  the  marriage 
of  Miss  Pococke,  the  death  and  will  of  Mr.  Child,  which  have 
occupied  us  more  than  the  hide  and  seek  of  the  hostile  fleets. 
Bankruptcies,  houses  to  be  sold  or  let,  and  robberies  every  night,  fill 
up  the  Gazette  of  our  neighbourhood,  but  would  make  dull  journals 
into  another  country.    I  have  forsworn  politics,  and  have  no  con- 
nection with  the  next  generation.    I  know  nothing  of  what  the 
Prince  of  Wales  does ;  and  for  him  who  only  undoes,  I  am  Hke  his 
Laureat,  and  talk  of  anything  rather  than  of  bim. 

George  [Selwyn]  and  La  Mimie  called  on  me  half  an  hour  ago ; 
he  is  gone  to  pass  a  day  or  two  with  Colonel  £eene  on  Hampton 

1  The  Stud,  the  PitiTiUonf,  and  the  PftlAoe,  all  refer  to  Hampton  Court — CwwiMttAM. 
*  "  My  aeif^bour  Prado,  of  the  trihe  of  LMachar."    Walpole  to  Omarj,  Sept.  14, 
1774.    See  toL  ?i,  p.  116.---€inrvi«aBAii. 
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Court  Green ;  00  flie  ftU  of  a  party  oan  make  people  as  fbnd  of  one 
vnofiiery  as  two  Engliflhnien,  that  are  perfect  strangersy  if  they 
happen  to  meet  in  Ofaina  I  Oeorge  is  all  afflictions ;  the  Duke  of 
Qneensberry  has  broken  a  tendon,  and  Mrs.  Webbe  is  dying.  I  love 
bim  so  well  that  I  hope  he  will  never  have  greater  calamities. 

Lady  Chewton  18  8  Tery  good  yonng  woman,  Madam,  and  I  rqoioe 
that  Lord  and  Lady  Wald^;rave  are  satisfied  with  her.  Lady 
Sefton's  politics  must  be  admirable:  Mrs.  Bouverie,  I  hear,  is  a 
great  politician  too.  The  trade  will  grow  more  entertaining  if  the 
ladies  make  it  tilxe  fashion :  it  was  become  as  much  a  profession  of 
calcnlation  as  that  of  a  banker's  shop.  I  do  not  know  what  it  would 
not  become,  since  Aoneit  Odonel  B8urr6  has  established  a  drawback 
for  principles. 

I  was  indeed,  Madam,  excessively  diverted  with  'The  Agreeable 
Surprise  :'*  it  is  excellent  nonsense,  and  very  original  Whatever 
is  so,  has  great  merit  in  my  eyes :  I  would  not  give  sixpence  a  ream 
for  what  Mr.  Hayley  and  sudi  copyists  write.  I  am  sorry  you  are 
to  pay  half  as  much  for  this  letter,  Madam,  but  what  can  I  do  P  I 
have  condemned  myself  to  pass  the  end  of  my  life  as  insipidly  as  I 
possibly  can ;  and  yet,  since  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  recollect 
me,  I  cannot  give  up  gratitude,  as  I  have  all  entertainment ;  but 
when  I  have  told  you  that  I  am  grateful,  I  have  nothing  else  worth 
teOing  you  of  your  ever  devoted, 

H.W 

8179.    TO  CHABLB8  BBDFOBD,  ESQ. 
Diiia  Bib  :  Strawberry  HUl,  Aug,  1%  ITSSi 

I  YBSTBBDAY  receivod  from  Mr.  Bose  tilxe  following  order : — 

"  Sir,— I  am  oominAiidod  by  the  Lordi  CommiBiionen  of  HU  Mi^eAty'B  Treaiiiry 
to  deiirs  jon  wUl  forthwith  eaiiie  to  be  made  oat  and  tnuiamitted  to  me  for  their 
Ijordflhipe*  informatioii, — 

**  An  aeoount  of  the  ordinaiy  aUowanoe  of  stationery  deliTored  into  thia  oiBoe  in 
tho  year  1780 ;  together  with  the  prices  of  each  article,  and  the  amount  of  the  whole. 

*'  An  aooooni  of  the  extraordinary  allowanee  of  stationery,  and  all  other  neoeasariea 
^whaiioeTiBr,  deliTered  to  the  Lords,  Seeretary,  Clerks,  or  any  other  person  in  this 
^ofllos^  within  the  sun*  tim«;  together  with  the  priees  of  eaehartlele^  and  theamooad 
^the  whole.  **  I  am,  siri  fte., 

<*  Tr&uury  Chamben,  IM  Aug.,  1782."  "  Oioaas  Bosa." 

I  beg,  dear  Sir,  that  you  will  immediately  make  out  the  accounts 

*  A  i^uroe  l^  OILeeffs  prodnoed  at  the  Haymaikel  in  September,  1781.^ 
CvnmoBAM. 
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required  vith  the  most  xjgid  eMctn^gi  mid  tnift,  I  li^re^  jm 
know,  nothing  to  disgaiAd  or  palliitei  and  I  wiati  yoa  U>  be  ov«^ 
minute  rather  than  omit  ai^ything*  The  wholewgrld  is  v^leometp 
know  eveiything  relating  to  my  offioe.  X  have  nerer,  in  ahovi^ 
forty  years  that  I  have  enjoyed  the  ofiKoe^  made  or  sought  to  maks 
the  smallest  adTantage  of  it  beyond  my  just  and  l^;al  dues*  I  have 
never  solicited  any  feivonr  in  ii^  and,  as  you  know,  constantly  orderad 
your  father  and  you  to  take  oare  Uiat  the  office  was  served  in  th^ 
best  manner,  and  that  the  goods  I  suppUed  should  be  purchased  of 
the  most  substantial  tradesmen,  and  for  which  I  constantly  paid  the 
best  prices.  In  short,  I  have  always  acted  in  my  o£Bce  in  a  manner 
so  much  to  my  credit^  that  I  should  be  glad  to  have  my  conduct 
scrutinised  in  the  most  rigid  way ;  but  of  that  say  nothing — ^I  desire 
no  parade  or  ostentation.' 

When  you  have  drawn  up  the  accounts  as  faithfully  as  you  caa 
possibly,  pray  bring  them  hither  to  me  before  you  deliver  them. 
In  the  meantime  I  would  have  you  call  immediately  on  Mr.  Itose^ 
and  tell  him,  with  my  compliments,  that  the  (»ders  shall  be  obeyed 
as  fast  as  you  can,  and  t/uU  I  have  directed  you  to  be  as  minute,  esmet, 
and  particular  as  possible.    Say  those  very  words 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

Hcnu  Wai^pqul* 

'  "  My  deputy  reeeived  my  mort  potitiTe  orden  to  giro  to  the  CommiMioiifln  the 
most  particnlar  detnil  of  my  profits,  sad  to  offer  them  in  my  name  my  sooomit-boolu 
of  all  my  receipts,  which  they  dedined  aooepting,  and  which  would  hare  shown  them 
a  Tery  different  state  of  the  medinm  of  my  plaoe.  Had  th^  aeoepted  those  books,  I 
intended  to  send  them  word  they  were  weloome  to  examine  my  receipts ;  bvt  that  I 
hoped,  as  they  were  gentlemMi,  tiiey  would  not  look  at  the  foolish  manner  in  which 
I  had  flung  away  most  of  what  I  had  receired." — WalpMt  AcctnuU  qfkia  Oondwat 
relaUve  to  kU  Plaeet.    Works,  toL  iL  p.  S0O. — OvmnaoBAii. 
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Bib,  Duke  Street,  We$imintter,  Ayg,  16, 1781 

I  WAS  Teiy  mudi  concerned  to  understand  yestecd^  from  Mr.  Bedford,  that  you 
had  considered  my  letter  to  him  as  leading  towards  an  inquizy  into  the  oonduet  of 
your  office.  It  was  merely  to  know  what  the  oonsumption  of  stationery  at  the 
treasury  has  been,  which  I  could  not  leam  with  correctness  there.  This  1  begged  Mr. 
Bedford  would  assure  you  of  in  the  strongest  terms,  to  prereni  the  possibility  of 
your  eontinning  under  a  mistake^vHh  respeet  to  my  intentkNi  in  writing  to  him;  and 
when  I  mentioned  4m  Bii^i^prehension  to  Lord  ShelbHrne,  he  expressed  the  utmost 
anxiety  to  hare  it  set  right,  and  desired  I  would  write  to  you  myself  for  that  purpose, 
with  assurances  that  it  would  giro  him  Tery  great  pain  to  hare  occasioned  the  smallest 
uneasiness  to  yoq,  which  I, hope,  you  will  admit  as  an  apology  for  my  haTing  giTen 
you  this  trouble.  I  have,  &c, 

Qbobob  Bosb. 

Walpoie's  reply  to  Mr.  Rose  is'  printed  in  his  Works,  foL  iL,  p.  SSSL->Cwbui«bajc 
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IIM   TO  ran  OOUVTIBB  Of  O0BOBT. 

Strawberry  ffiO,  Auff.  llf,  1781 

I  AM  greatly  proud.  Madam,  of  having  formed  ao  aUe  a  soluJar 
as  your  Ladyahip.  Be  asanred,  that  yoa  will  every  day  find  mora 
oomfort  in  beooming  an  antiquary.  The  study  of  antiquity  has  a 
multitude  of  advantages  over  other  pursuits.  All  its  discoveries 
produce  new  lights  and  no  disappointments.  They  are  not  doubtful, 
like  the  firuits  of  soienoes  that  depend  on  reasomng.  Is  it  not 
charming  too,  that  one  may  choose  one's  field  of  inquiry  P  You 
may  pursue  the  conquest  of  France  with  Edward  and  Henry,  humble 
Spain  with  Queen  Bess,  or  with  her,  treat  the  Dutch  wiUi  haughty 
Idndness.  You  may  plant  colonies  in  America  with  Drake,  Baleigh 
and  Cavendish;  subdbie  Tyrone,  and  fetch  the  regal  chair  from 
Scone,  instead  of  being  on  the  point  of  restoring  ii  Then,  by 
choosing  your  period,  you  may  choose  your  party ;  and  in  the  wars 
of  the  Boses  change  according  to  the  prevailing  side,  with  every 
revolution.  All  this  naturally  follows,  if  you  dive  into  the  secrets 
of  old  fiEunilies.  You  grow  interested  about  their  heroes,  and  forget 
our  oantemporarioB  and  the  present  state, 

But  I  will  proceed  to  your  iuterrogatories.  Madam.  The  shidd 
certainly  contains  the  arms  and  quarterings  of  a  Sydney.  Quarter 
Ist,  is  Sydney.  2nd,  Dudley.  3rd,  Somery,  or,  two  Uons  in  pale 
azure.  4th,  Ghray.  6th,  Beauchamp.  6th,  Old  Warwick, 
or  and  azure,  wiUi  a  chevron  ermine,  always  quartered  by  the 
Beauchamps. 

The  shield,  therefore,  I  conclude  to  belong  to  a  female  Sydney, 
who  married  an  earl,  and  thence,  perhaps,  Frances  Countess  of 
Sussex,  foundress  of  Sydney  College.  There  are,  I  believe,  instances 
of  ladies  who  have  given  only  Uieir  own  arms ;  or  such  a  shield 
might  answer  to  anoUier  of  her  husband,  in  which  were  only  his 
arms.  Had  she  impaled  his,  they  would  have  been  impaled,  not 
quartered,  on  the  man's  side ;  but  could  not  possibly  be  in  the  last 
quarter.  Nor  could  the  shield,  even  without  the  coronet,  represent 
Kr  Henry  Sydney's  widow,  who  would  have  impaled  her  own  arms, 
or  if  she  had  borne  her  own  abne,  would  have  given  them  alone,  and 
not  her  husband's  alone. 
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ThnSy  a  little  too  like  a  gennme  antiqnaryy  I  have  answered  your 
Ladyship's  questions,  without  satisfying  your  curiosity.  Nor  could  I 
ever  unravel  to  my  own  satisfiEU^on  the  history  of  Ampthill-Houghioo. 
By  the  busts  in  tfie  house,  and  by  the  crests  in  the  frieze  without, 
it  is  certain  that  it  was  possessed  by  the  Sydneys.  The  new  dis- 
covered shield  confirms  it ;  and  perhaps  does,  connected  with  yonr 
Ladyship's  postscript,  which  I  have  since  received  by  itself,  explain 
the  whole.  As  you  have  found  that  Robert  the  first  Earl  of 
Leicester  was  steward  of  the  manors  of  Anne  of  Denmark,  and  that 
Ampthill  was  a  jointure  manor  of  Queens,  and  as  one  of  the  busts 
is  of  his  sister  Mary,  Oountess  of  Pembroke  (the  Arcadian),  is  it  not 
possible,  that  as  the  greater  Ampthill  was  the  manor-house, 
Houghton- Ampthill  might  be  a  lodge  which  he  lent  or  obtained  a 
grant  of  to  his  sister  Lady  Pembroke ;  who,  being  a  Sydney,  and 
more  proud  of  her  brother  Sir  Philip  and  her  own  family  than  of  her 
husband,  might  decorate  the  house  with  her  own  emblems,  and  as  a 
sort  of  foundress  leave  a  shield  of  her  own  arms  only  with  the 
coronet  to  testify  her  dignity  P  I  think  we  used  to  doubt  whether 
the  male  bust  was  her  husband's  or  her  brother's.  Sir  Philip.  I 
prefer  this  hypothesis  to  my  first  idea  of  the  shield  belonging  to 
Lady  Sussex. 

Mightily  I  am  pleased  with  Mr.  Leveson's  legacy  to  Oaptab 
Waldegrave.  We  do  not  seem  in  a  course  that  will  enrich  him  by 
prizes.  I  had  no  curiosity  about  Monsieur  de  Ghtisse,  though  I  was 
in  town  for  two  days  while  he  was  the  object  of  the  moment.  To  be 
sure,  he  was  something  of  a  sight ;  but  formerly  beaten  French 
ft^TniTftlfl  were  no  rarity  to  us. 

Mr.  Morrice  is  gone  to  some  mud-baths,  I  forget  where.  Having 
been  turning  over  my  books  since  your  postscript  arrived^  I  must 
huziy  my  letter,  for  I  am  not  dressed,  my  dinner  is  ready,  my 
cousin  Mr.  T.  Walpole  is  with  me,  and  I  shall  not  have  time  to  say 
more  after  dinner. 


S18h    TO  THS  SAEL  OF  STRAFFOBD. 

Siravfberrp  ffiO,  Ayg.  16, 1782. 

If  this  letter  reaches  your  Lordship,  I  believe  it  must  be  con- 
veyed by  a  dove ;  for  we  are  all  under  water,  and  a  postman  has  not 
where  to  set  the  sole  of  his  foci  They  tell  me,  tihat  in  the  north 
you  have  not  been  so  drowned,  which  will  be  very  fortunate;  for  in 
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fiiese  parts  eyeryihiiig  is  to  be  apprehended  for  fhe  ooniy  {he  sheep, 
and  the  camps :  but,  in  troth,  all  kinds  of  prospects  are  most  gloomy, 
and  even  in  lesser  lights  uncomfortable.  Here  we  cannot  stir,  but 
armed  for  battle.  Mr.  Poets,  who  liyes  at  Mr.  Hindley's,  was  attacked 
and  robbed  last  week  at  the  end  of  Ghmnersbnry-lane,  by  five  foot- 
pads who  had  two  blnnderbnsses.  Lady  Browne  and  I  do  continue 
going  to  Twickenham-park ;  but  I  don't  know  how  long  it  will  be 
prudent,  nor  whether  it  is  so  now. 

I  have  not  been  at  Park-place,  for  Mr.  Conway  is  never  there,  at 
least  only  for  a  night  or  two.  His  r^^ent  was  reviewed  yesterday 
at  Ashford-common,  but  I  did  not  go  to  see  ii  In  truth,  I  have  so 
little  taste  for  common  sights,  that  I  never  yet  did  see  a  review  in 
my  life :  I  was  in  town  last  week,  yet  saw  not  Monsieur  de  Grasse;' 
nor  have  seen  the  giant  or  the  dwarf. 

Poor  Mrs.  Clive  is  certainly  very  declining,  but  has  been  better 
of  late ;  and,  which  I  am  glad  of,  thinks  herself  better.  All  visions 
that  comfort  one  are  desirable :  tilxe  conditions  of  mortality  do  not 
bear  being  pryed  into ;  nor  am  I  an  admirer  of  that  philosophy 
that  scrutinises  into  tham :  the  philosophy  of  deceiving  one's  self 
is  vastly  preferable.  What  signifies  anticipating  what  we  cannot 
prevent? 

I  do  not  pretend  to  send  your  Lordship  any  news,  for  I  do  not 
know  a  tittle,  nor  inquire.  Peace  is  the  sole  event  of  which  I  wish 
to  hear.  For  private  news,  I  have  outlived  almost  all  the  world 
with  which  I  was  acquainted,  and  have  no  curiosity  about  the  next 
generation,  scarce  more  than  about  the  twentieth  century.  I  wish  I 
was  less  indifferent,  for  the  sake  of  the  few  with  whom  I  conespond, 
your  Lordship  in  particular,  who  are  always  so  good  and  partial  to 
me,  and  on  whom  I  should  indubitably  wait,  were  I  fit  to  take  a 
long  journey ;  but  as  I  walk  no  better  than  a  tortoise,  I  make  a 
conscience  of  not  incommodatmg  my  friends,  whom  I  should  only 
confine  at  home.  Lideed,  both  my  feet  and  hands  are  so  lame, 
fiiat  I  now  scarce  ever  dine  abnmd.  Being  so  antiquated  and 
insipid,  I  will  release  your  Lordship ;  and  am,  with  my  unalter- 
able respects  to  Lady  Sfarafford,  your  Lordship's  most  devoted  humble 
servant 

'  Tlie  Comte  de  Qnmb,  the  adminl  of  the  Freaeh  fleei,  whieh  Bodi^j  definted  on 
tiie  12Ui  of  April,  1782,  sad  who  had  diroek  hie  flag  in  thai  engagemenl  to  the 
Jkrfleur,  and  eiirrendered  himaelf  to  Sir  8«miid  Hood,  landed  at  Portemonthy  tm  a 
(lieoBer  of  war,  on  the  6ih  of  Aagnet— WaioBT. 


MS  wkktm  WAUPoun  xamaiL  pm 


sua,    TO  THK  HOK.  H.  &  OOHWAT. 

Similm>4itfjf  Jzwy  j4ii0^  8^  ithl 

Tou  know  lam  too  reasonable  to  expect  to  hear  from  yon  when  yon 
are  so  overwhelmed  in  business^  or  to  write  when  Ihave  nothing  npan 
earth  to  say.  I  would  oome  to  town,  but  am  to  have  company  on 
Thursdayi  and  am  engaged  with  Lady  Ceoilia  [Johnston]  at  Ditton 
on  Friday,  and  on  Monday  I  am  to  dine  and  pass  the  day  at  Sion- 
lull ;  and,  as  I  am  twenty  years  older  than  anybody  of  my  age,  I 
am  forced  to  rest  myself  between  my  parties.  I  feel  this  particularly 
at  this  moment,  and  as  the  allied  houses  of  Lucan  and  Althorp  hare 
just  been  breakfiEisting  here,  and  I  am  sufficiently  fatigued. 

I  have  not  been  at  Oatlands  for  years ;  for  I  consider  I  cannot 
walk^  much  less  dimb  a  precipice ;  and  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  has 
none  of  the  magnificence  of  petty  princes  in  a  romance  or  in  G«rmanyi 
of  furnishing  calashes  to  those  who  visit  his  domains.  He  is  not 
undetermined  about  selling  the  place ;  but  besides  that  nobody  is 
detennined  to  buy  it,  he  must  have  Lord  Lincoln's  consent. 

I  saw  another  proud  prince  yesterday,  your  cousin  Seymour  from 
Parifl^  and  his  daughter.  She  was  so  dishevelled,  that  she  looked 
like  a  pattern  doll  that  had  been  tumbled  at  the  Custom-house. 

I  am  mighty  glad  that  war  is  gone  to  sleep  like  a  paroli  at  &ro^ 
and  that  the  rain  has  cried  itself  to  death ;  xmless  the  first  would 
dispose  of  all  the  highwaymen,  footpads,  and  housebreakers,  or  the 
latter  drown  them,  for  nobody  hereabouts  dare  stir  after  dusk,  noi 
be  secure  at  home.  When  you  have  any  interval  of  your  little 
campaignSi  I  shall  hope  to  see  you  and  Lady  Aylesbury  here. 


218SL    TO  SIB  HORACB  HAITK. 

eUnmbenrp  HO,  Aug.  SO,  178S. 

I  DID  think  it  long  since  I  heard  from  you ;  but  your  letter  of 
July  30th  explains  your  silence,  on  your  ignorance  to  whom  you  was 
to  address  yourself  on  the  late  changes.  Li  &ct,  no  new  Secretaries 
of  State  were  appointed  for  some  time,  none  therefore  could  write  to 
you ;  nor  could  I  tell  you  who  was  your  new  principal,  till  you  had 
one.    Events  there  have  been  none  to  teU  you ;  for  the  hide-and- 
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ieek  at  which  the  oombmed  fleets  have  been  playing  with  onn^ 
prodneed  none  till  eaoh  retomed  to  its  own  homa  Ooxb,  they  say, 
18  to  relieve  Gibraltar^  but  I  do  not  answer  lor  the  tnitL  I  haTe 
been  in  town  but  two  nights  for  a  great  whiloy  and  know  no  better 
than  the  newspapeia  what  is  passing.  I  haTe  heard  here  that  we 
Itave  abandtmed  Georgia  and  the  BoyaUsts  to  the  merqy  of  their 
enemies;  bat  perhaps  there  is  not  a  word  of  trnth  in  it  AsnbnrbaB 
Tillage  is  no  yery  authentio  oofiee^honse.  Our  Jamaica  and  Leeward 
fleets  are  arrired  safely.  Such  artides  are  Tery  important  in  war, 
though  Uiey  made  no  figure  in  the  history  of  a  campaign.  ThB 
fleets  mig^t  almost  sail  up  hither ;  fw  we  haye  had  such  incessant 
ddnges  of  rain,  that  our  quiet  Thames  looks  like  a  little  turbulent 
ocean,  andseemssettingupfor  itself  too,  like  others  of  its  seyereign^ 
dominions. 

Monsiear  de  Grasse  has  been  here^  and  was  graciously  treated ; 
which  is  more  than  it  is  thought  he  will  be  at  home.  I  hope  he 
will  not  be  used  as  iohumanly  ae  poor  Admiral  Byng,  whose  fiite 
the  French  so  justty  condenmed.* 

I  shall  be  Tery  sorry  if  your  attendance  on  the  Duchese  rfPsrma 
has  0Ter-&tigued  you :  may  you  be  quit  for  the  ennui  wbieh  sudh 
ceremonies  must  create  after  a  certain  age  I  I  nerer  ieel  my 
antiquity  so  much  as  when  I  am  obliged  to  ajqiear  at  any  «P  these 
functions.  Courts  were  not  made  for  old  age ;  it  requires  aQ  the 
giddy  insensibility  of  youth  not  to  be  strudc  with  such  finoes.  How 
one  should  smile  if  one  could  look  down  on  a  crowd  ^  mseets  acting 
importance,  dignity,  or  servility !  And  how  wouM  cae  ai  them 
reciprocally  smile,  could  they  obserre  one  of  our  species  tottering 
to  ike  last  to  so  foolish  a  pantomime  I  The  young  are  a  sort  of 
insects  who  do  remai^  that  foolishness  in  their  seniors— and  they 
are  in  &e  right  Most  flings  are  excusable  in  youth,  and  almost 
all  things  become  them.  Few  become  the  old  but  propriety,  and 
that  kind  of  quiet  common-sense  that  ayoids  partundarities,  and 
dreads  to  make  itself  talked  o£  Thus  it  would  be  a£Feotation  in 
you,  wha  wear  a  public  character,  not  to  confoim  to  its  duties^    But 

'  Ckivmi  d»Q»Mi»Iiadod  at  Fnrtmottfh  on  the  iflli  ef  Avgntl^  wfcer»  hn,  logetber 
with  his  officen,  were  meet  hospitably  entertained  by  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
until  the  eoant  had  perminion  tQ  proceed  to  London.  Daring  bia  itay  in  the  metro* 
polity  he  took  np  hiareddenoe  at  the  Boyal  Hotel,,  in  Fall-Mail.  The  Count,  waa 
the  firat  oonunander-in-chief  of  a  French  fleet  or  army  who  had  been  priaoner  in 
Bngland  since  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  when  Marshall  TaOard  was  takian  by  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  and  oonfined  to  the  town  and  enrirona  of  Nottingham.  Oa 
his  Tetam  to  Fimnce,  the  oovnt  published  a '  Mtaoire  JustfflcatiT— WaioBv. 
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when  I  see  men  late  in  life  thnut  themeelTes  into  the  world's  feoe 
withoot  a  oally  I  feel  a  oontemptnons  pity  for  them — but  thej  are 
always  punished :  they  iBnd  liiemselTes  misplaoed ;  and,  tlie  more 
they  try  to  adapt  themselyes  to  the  tone  of  an  age  to  which  they 
belong  not,  the  more  awkwardly  they  sooceed.  Not  only  the  fashions 
in  dress  and  manners  ohange,  but  the  ways  of  thinkings  nay,  cf 
speaking  and  pronouncing.  Even  the  taste  in  beauty  and  wit  alten. 
A  Hekiiy  or  a  Lord  Bochester,  peiiiapsy  would  not  be  approyed  but 
in  one  specific  half-century.  ^  William  Temple  says,  thai  the 
Earl  of  Norwich,'  who  had  been  the  wit  of  the  Court  of  Charles  I., 
was  laughed  at  in  that  of  Charles  II.  I  myself  remember  that 
Lord  Leicester,'  who  had  rather  a  jargon  than  wit,  whidi  was  mudi 
admired  in  his  day,  having  retired  for  a  few  years,  and  returning  to 
town  after  a  new  generation  had  come  about,  recommenced  his  old 
routine,  but  was  taken  for  a  driveller  by  the  new  people  in  feishion, 
who  neither  understood  his  phrases  nor  allusions.  At  least,  neither 
manner  woman  that  has  been  in  vogue  must  hazard  an  interregnum, 
and  hope  to  resume  the  sceptre.  An  actor  or  actress  that  is  a 
favourite  may  continue  on  the  stage  a  long  time ;  their  decajrs  are 
not  descried,  at  least  not  allowed  by  those  who  grow  old  along  with 
them ;  and  the  young,  who  come  into  the  world  one  by  one,  hearing 
such  performers  applauded,  believe  them  perfect,  instead  of  criticising; 
but  if  they  quit  the  stage  for  a  few  years,  and  return  to  it,  a  large 
crop  of  new  auditors  has  taken  possession,  are  struck  with  ^ 
increased  defects,  and  do  not  submit,  when  m  a  body,  to  be  told  by 
the  aged  that  such  a  performer  is  charming,  when  they  hear  and 
see  to  the  contrary. 

'  I  wrote  this  two  days  ago,  but  have  heard  nothing  to  add.  The 
war  seems  to  partake  of  old  age,  and  to  be  grown  inactive — I  wish 
it  may  be  grown  so  old  as  to  die  soon.  Sir  William  Draper,  some 
weeks  ago,  preferred  a  complaint  in  form  against  General  Murray ; 
but  the  Judge  Advocate  said  it  was  not  sufiBciently  specific.  I 
believe  he  has  given  one  now  less  general ;  but  the  cause  cannot  be 
tried  yet  for  want  of  Colonel  Pringle,  who  was  hostage  for  the 
transport  vessels.  The  King's  youngest  son.  Prince  Alfred,  was  it 
the  point  of  death  this  mormng.    He  is  not  two  years  old.    Adieu  I 

>  George  Goring,  Eiui  of  Korwich,  died  1662 ;  of  whom  we  hare  more  thaa  ons 
fine  half-lengih  by  Yandyck. — dntviVGHAii. 

s  Thomas  Coke,  created,  in  1725,  Lord  Lorel  of  Minster-LoTel,  in  Ozfordahire,  and* 
in  1744,  yisconnt  Coke  of  Holkham  and  Earl  of  Iieioester,  which  titles  became  extinct 
at  his  death  in  1759.— Waioat. 
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1184.    TO  0HABLI8  BIDfOBD,  ISa* 
I>BAm  Sift :  Stnmberr^  HtO^  Aug.  SS,  178Z 

I HAVB  reoeired  so  Tery  oiYil  and  obliging  a  letter  from  Mr.  Boee» 
Hiat  I  will  not  giye  joa  the  trouble  of  bringing  the  aooonnt  down 
Iniher,  but  will  desire  jon  to  deliTer  it  to  him  on  Monday  momingy 
and  tell  him  that  I  hare  ordered  jon  to  give  him  at  any  time  any 
information  ihat  he  wishes  to  haTO,  as  £Eur  as  yon  ha?e  it,  or  can  bo 
informed  yourself. 

I  bdiere  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be  in  town  before  the  end  of  next 
week,  bat  yon  shall  know  on  what  day  as  soon  as  I  can  fix  it 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yonrs  most  sincerdy. 

Hob.  Walfolb. 

S18&    TO  Snt  HOBAOB  MAKK. 

Strawberry  HiU^  Friday  evming,  Aug.  SO*  1782. 

I  HAVB  this  moment  receiyed  from  London  yonr  letter  which 

Oardini  brought,  and  shall  send  one   of  my  senrants  to  town 

to-mcMrrow  morning  with  this  answer,  and  conclude  he  will  not  be 

set  out  on  his  return.    As  it  will  not  go  unless  by  him,  I  can  haye 

no  difficulty  of  writing  freely  to  you ;  and  yet  you  will  be  surprised 

at  the  Tery  little  infonnation  I  can  give  you.    In  short,  I  haye 

totally  done  with  poUtics— even  with  thinking  on  them,  when  I  can 

help  it.    This  country  is  absolutely  lost    I  mean,  past  recoreiy. 

The  phrensy  of  the  American  war  was  pushed  so  for  and  so  long, 

that,  besides  flinguig  away  all  we  had  acquired  in  near  two  centuries, 

doors  haye  been  thrown  open  to  a  thousand  collateral  misfortunes. 

Our  credit  has  been  screwed  to  a  pitch  that  imminently  endangers 

it  alL    There  is  an  enormous  debt  yet  unproyided  for ;  neyertheless, 

the  yast  current  expense  continues.    Ireland  has  shaken  us  off — 

^ot  imfortunately,  if  it  goes  no  farther;  for  it  will  flourish,  which 

our  jealousy  hindered.    Scotland,  after  doing  us  eyery  mischief  to 

tJie  end  of  the  last  reign,  and  after  engrossing  eyerything  in  the 

"^mesent,  seems  to  be  at  the  eye  of  setting  up  for  itself  too.    When 

kx  was  UtQe  to  be  expected,  at  least  not  fiyo  months  before,  a  change 

>  Now  fini  pubiiahed.— CvvimiQHAii. 
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happened  in  fhe  springi  whioh  daliyered  ns  at  last  from  so  criniinal 
lu)  Administration.  The  new  one,  it  is  tme^  was  but  ill-cemented, 
and  was  dissolved  bjr  Lovd  Boddng^iam's  death  in  three  monflis; 
and  in  three  days  the  remainder  split  to  pieces. 

I  confess  I  had  neither  jouth  nor  perseverance  enough  to  fi>im 
any  new  plan  of  hopes  tor  mj  eoontry.  I  to<^  the  reeolntian  of 
abandoning  even  speonlation  and  observatioii ;  and  now,  Htenfly^ 
never  so  mneh  as  ask  a  political  question,  I  have  no  qmarrds,  no 
enemies.  I  wish  most  heaortily  wdl  to  Mr.  Conway  and  tiie  Duke 
of  ftiohmond;  I  hare  always  been  civilly  and  obligingly  treated  by 
Lord  Shelbumei  therefore  tiiere  is  no  di^;ust  in  my  conduct  t  but  I 
am  so  moirtified  at  the  fall  of  England,  I  see  so  little  ot  so  prospect 
of  its  0ver  being  a  great  nation  again,  thai  I  have  not  ooiirage  to 
hope  about  it.  I  have  ouflived  ^e  glory  of  my  £Eanily  and  of 
my  oouniry.  Houghton  and  England  are  alike  stripped  of  sU 
their  honours. — ^But,  instead  of  declamation,  I  will  answer  your 
letter. 

Gibraltar,  I  am  persuaded,  will  fbHow  IGnoroa,  if  not  already 
gone*  So  &r  from  the  fleet  being  sailed  to  its  relief,  part  is  gone 
in  pursuit  of  the  Dutch  to  the  Baltic,  though  the  Dutch  are  really 
in  the  Texel.  I  truly  do  not  know  what  has  occasiened  this  strange 
manag«neni  The  papers  ring  with  dissensions  in  the  Fleet ;  but 
the  partioulaPB  I  have  not  heard,  for  I  have  not  been  in  LondoD  flus 
month.  Rodney,  too,  let  the  Frendi  fleet,  that  he  had  beaten  and 
cooped  up,  slip  out ;  which  will  probably  occasion  &e  loss  of  New 
York.  The  East  Lxdies  are  not  secure  either.  Mr.  Fitzherbert '  is 
gone  te  Paris  to  treat  When  they  have  quite  naned  us,  perhaps 
they  may  grant  us  a  peace. 

This  is  a  summary  of  our  sitoation,  and  of  ihat  of  my  mind ;  the 
latter  certainly  is  net  important  enough  to  be  blended  with  the 
former,  bnt  was  absolutely  necessity  to  explain  why  I  can  tell  you 
so  liMIe,  and  to  prevent  your  conduding  iSiat  there  is  some  mystery 
or  reserve  in  my  behaviour :  but  as  no'  changes  make  any  either  in 
my  prmciples  or  fortune,  you  may  be  very  sure  that  I  am  sinoere, 
andthat  my  poUtics  have  never  had  any  object  but  first,  the  liberty, 
and  then,  the  honour  of  my  country.  My  friends  have  more  than 
enee  succeeded ;  yet  I  have  never  accepted  or  asked  the  smallest 
emolument  for  myself  I  may  flies,  at  sirty-five,  say  that  I  havei 
never  varied ;  but  one  may  be  thed  out-^I  am,  I  own ;  and  though 

1  AUejne  Fitiherberi  crated,  ISOl,  Bsron  St.  Htlcn'ai  4ied,  1SS9,  In  Um  Ids  of 
Wiglii.--Ov]niu«iU]i. 
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Inerar  sifiaai  to  profit  bf  the  q^dov  of  ay  oottutry,  loannot  be 
BO  fond  of  it  in  its  deproflsbn  and  ngs. 

I  shall  continue  to  send  joa  any  striking  norelties ;  thongb,  by 
ihe  aooonnt  I  have  given  yon  of  myael^  I  most  become  a  less  vain- 
able  oocreflpondeni  IndiSereoce  is  not  a  good  ingredient  in  letters 
— I  ihinky  in  nothing;  noy  not  where  iiis  demanded,  and  commonly 
pretended,  in  Histary.  Bat^  if  the  writer  does  not  keep  bis  word* 
neither  is  the  reader  displeased ;  nay,  if  he  is,  it  is  only  beoaose  the 
Historian  is  not  partial  on  the  same  side  as  his  reader. 

We  haye  had  the  most  defdorably  wet  summer  that  ever  I 
remember,  after  three  hotter  than  any  in  my  memory.  But  I 
may  as  well  finish  when  I  have  nothing  better  to  talk  of  than  the 
weather;  it  shows  what  a  retired  and  insipid  mortal  I  am. 

I  fireqnently  ask  Mrs.  Noel,  whom  I  see  often  at  Twickenham 
Park,  about  your  nephew ;  but  she  has  only  heard  of  him  once  at 
a  crieket-matoh,  a  proof  of  his  being  well.  Oardini  assured  me,  by 
a  line,  that  he  left  you  so,  which  he  knew  would  be  the  most 
welcome  news  he  coidd  give  me :  and,  if  he  saw  me,  he  would  carry 
you  as  &vourable  an  account  of  me ;  for,  though  I  think  myself 
older  than  anybody  of  my  age,  my  health  in  general  is  very  good, 
and  I  am  content  with  it;  and,  though  my  spirits  are  less  nimble 
than  they  were,  they  are  never  low.  Adieu  I  my  dear  Sir.  Shall 
not  we  be  very  venerable  in  the  annals  of  friendship  P  What 
Orestes  and  Pylades  ever  wrote  to  each  other  for  four-and-forty 
years  without  once  meeting  P    Adieul 
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Strawberry  BiU,  Aug.  81, 1781 

It  is  very  strange  indeed.  Madam,  that  you  should  make  me 
excuses  for  writing,  or  think  that  I  have  anything  better  or  even  more 
urgent  to  do  than  to  read  your  letters.  It  is  very  true  that  the 
Duchess  de  la  Yalliere,  in  a  hand  which  I  could  not  decypher,  has 
recommended  Count  Soltikoff  and  his  wife  to  me ;  but,  oh  I  my 
shame,  I  have  not  yet  seen  them.  I  did  mean  to  go  to  town  to-day 
on  purpose,  but  I  have  had  the  gout  in  my  right  eyelid,  and  it  was 
swelled  yesterday  as  big'as  a  walnut ;  beiog  now  shrunk  to  less  than 
a  pistachio,  I  propose  in  two  or  three  days  to  make  my  appearance, 
and  plead  my  eye's  big  belly.    Luckily  the  Countess  was  bom  in 
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England,  iiie  daughter  of  the  fonneir  Ctermiiew,  and  Ae  is  ia 
tooh  terrors  of  highwaymen^  that  I  shall  he  qnit  toft  a  hreak&stt 
■0  it  18  an  ill  highwayman  that  blows  nobody  good.  In  trntii  it 
would  be  impossible  in  this  region  to  amass  a  set  of  company  ht 
dinner  to  meet  thexn.  The  Hertfords,  Lady  Holdemeflse»  and  Lady 
Mary  Coke  did  dine  here  on  Thursday,  bi^  were  armed  as  if  going 
to  Gibraltar ;  and  Lady  Oeoilia  Johnston  would  not  yentare  Cfea 
from  Petersham — ^for  in  the  town  of  Biohmond  they  rob  even  befixre 
dusk — ^to  such  perfection  are  all  the  arts  broughtl  Who  would 
haye  thought  tluvt  the  war  wiib  America  would  make  it  impossilde 
to  stir  from  one  village  to  another  P  yet  so  it  literally  is.  The 
Odonies  took  off  all  our  commodities  down  to  highwaymen*  Now 
being  forced  to  mew  and  then  turn  them  out  like  pheasants,  the 
roads  are  stocked  with  tiiem,  and  tiiey  are  so  tame  that  fhey  ema 
come  into  houses. 

I  haye  just  been  reading  a  most  entertaining  book,  which  I  will 
recommend  to  you  as  you  are  grown  antiquaries:  I  don't  know 
whether  it  is  published  yet,  for  the  author  sent  it  to  me.  Part  was 
published  some  time  ago  in  the  '  Archsdologia,'  and  is  almost  fiie 
only  paper  in  that  mass  of  rubbish  that  has  a  grain  of  common  sense. 
It  is  *  Mr.  E.  King  on  ancient  Castles.^  You  will  see  how  com- 
fortably and  ddectably  our  potent  ancestors  liyed  when  in  the 
oonstant  state  of  war  to  which  we  are  coming.  Earls,  barons,  and 
their  &it  hdpmates  lived  pell-mell  in  dark  dungeons  with  their 
own  soldiers,  as  the  poorest  cottagers  do  now  with  their  pigs.  I 
shall  repent  decking  Strawberry  so  much,  if  I  must  turn  it  into  a 
garrison. 

Mr.  Yemon  was  your  Ladyship's  informant  about  the  SoltikoflEB ; 
but  he  gave  me  more  credit  for  my  intended  dvilities  than  I 
deserved.  The  French  do  not  conceive  when  they  address  strangers 
to  us,  that  we  do  not  at  all  live  in  their  sfyle.  It  is  no  trouble  to 
them,  who  have  miscellaneous  dinners  or  suppers,  to  adc  one  or  two 
more ;  nor  are  they  at  any  expense  in  language,  as  everybody  speaks 
French.  In  the  private  way  in  which  I  live,  it  is  troublesome  to 
give  a  formal  dinner  to  foreigners,  and  more  so  to  find  company  for 
them  in  a  circle  of  dowagers,  who  would  only  jabber  Engh'sh  scandal 
out  of  the  *  Morning  Post.' 

Mr.  Fitzroy  Scudamore,  by  a  very  old  Will,  gives  everjrthing  to 
his  daughter,  consequently  to  Lord  Surrey,  who  gets  above  40,000/. 
An  estate  of  1200/.  a  year  goes  to  Lord  Southampton,  if  Lady 
Surrey  has  no  children.    To  two  or  three  very  old  servants  he  has 
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Boi  laft  a,&riluD9~4t  u  no  enmae  flut  tbe  IVifl  is  of  BBoent  dafo-— 

why  did  not  he  make  s  later  t 

Yoa  are  not  BeiioQB,  Madmn,  that  Mr.  Fox  ia  going  to  Gtbnltar  I 
Is  ha  to  be  Alexander  at  OxydnoBB,  as  well  as  at  Statira'a  &et  t 
But  he  may  save  hmiself  the  tronUe ;  I  ihonld  think  the  town  gone 
by  this  time — ^which  is  more  than  our  fleet  is.  Jnst  this  moment  I 
hear  the  ■^"ft^^g  loss  of  the  '  Royal  George ! '  AdmiralEemponfeldt 
ia  a  loss  indeed ;  bat  I  eotiSem  I  feel  more  for  the  hundreds  of  poor 
babes  irito  hare  lost  thair  parnits  I  Ti  one  grows  ever  so  indifferent, 
MSne  sew  calami^  calls  one  httk  to  this  deplorable  wart  If  one 
is  wining  to  oontnit  one's  sdf  in  a  soaking  aatmnn  widt  a  matdi 
broken,  or  with  the  death  ttf  a  Frinoe  Dnodeoimns,  a  daf  at  thunder 
awakeoa  oni^  and  one  hears  tiiat  Britain  herself  has  lost  an  arm  or 
a  leg.  I  have  been  expecting  a  deluge,  and  a  £unine,  and  soidk 
casnolties  as  «w™ti  ^  Sir  fiiohard  Saker ;  hot  we  have  all  TfiTig 
David's  optiona  at  <mee  I  and  what  was  his  option  be&re  he  was 
anranted,  freebooting  too  P 

Drowned  as  we  are,  the  ooontiy  never  was  in  Boob  beauty ;  tits 
bco-bage  and  ieafiige  are  laxnrioas.  The  Thames  gives  itself  Bhcme 
airs^  and  almost  fbanu ;  it  ia  none  of  your  home-brewed  rivera 
that  Mr.  Brown  makes  with  a  spade  and  a  watering-pot  Apropos, 
Mr.  Duane,'  like  a  good  honsewifia  in  the  middle  of  his  grass-plot, 
has  planted  a  pnnqt  and  a  wateiing-tron^  for  his  oow,  and  I  suf^Miae 
on  Satordaya  dries  his  towels  and  neckolotha  wi  his  orange-treaa ; 
bnt  I  mast  ham  done,  or  the  post  will  be  gone. 


Iia7.    TO  TBB  KABL  OF  EABOOUBT.* 

AtMberry  HiO,  Stfi.  7,  ITSS. 
I  AH  mo»<t  impatient^  my  dear  Lord,  for  an  account  of  the  con- 
clusion of  all  the  various  and  great  works  carrying  on  at  XunehaoL 
I  am  earnest  to  hear  that  the  houfie  is  finished,  that  the  tower 
designed  by  Mr.  Mason  is  ready  to  receive  my  painted  glass,  that  he 
has  writtcu  several  novelties,  and  is  coming  to  make  me  a  visit  as  he 
promised,  and  that  Lady  Haroonrt  has  settled,  and  bad  transcribed 
the  MS.  that  I  am  to  print  These  things,  and  perhaps  a  great 
many  more^  I  oonclnde,  have  been  pursned  with  unremitting 
diligence,  as  no  Bonl  has  bad  a  moment's  time  to  send  me  a  line; 
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Aongh  Mr.  Mawm  is  io  pnnetiial  a  oonespondenty  that  I  know  ha 
would  not  have  been  so  long  silent,  if  he  had  not  been  so  oooi^ied 
by  the  works  at  Ntmdiaih,  whiohy  he  knows,  I  prefer  to  my  own 
satisfiiotion.  However,  as  all  must  be  terminated  in  two  oar  tfarea 
days,  I  beg  that  the  first  holiday  after  the  masons,  bneUayen, 
upholsterers,  Muses,  and  amanuenses  are  paid  o£^  that  somebody  or 
other  will  tell  me  the  society  are  well,  and  haye  not  broke  flieir 
neoks  off  a  scaffold,  nor  their  bones  by  a  fidl  itom  'PegtasoB, 

By  my  Ktfle  speeimen  in  Strawbmy,  I  guess  ikat  Nuneham  is 
m  the  highest  beauty.  As  a  whole.  Summer  has  bem  apent  on 
decorating  Autumn  with  Terduie,  leaves,  and  rivers.  7our  Iiovd^ 
ship's  Thames  must  be  biimfuL  I  never  saw  it  soeh  a  Ganges  at 
this  time  of  year :  it  is  none  of  your  home-brewed  rivers  iiiai  p«^ 
make  witiii  a  drain,  half  a  bri^,  and  a  ofamip  <tf  evei^greens,  and 
iiien  overlay  wifli  the  model  of  a  ship. 

I  know  nothing,  for  I  Uve  as  if  I  were  just  arrived  from  Syria, 
and  were  performing  quarantine.  Nobody  dares  stir  out  of  their  own 
house.  We  are  robbed  and  murdered  if  we  do  but  step  over  the 
threshold  to  flie  chandler's  shop  for  a  pennyworth  of  pluma.  Lady 
Mary  Mordaunt  is  at  Petersham  with  Lady  OedUa  [Johnstone],  and 
ihey  are  to  dine  here  next  week,  if  Admiral  Milbank  is  returned  from 
the  Baltic,  and  they  can  obtain  a  convoy.  Dame  Olivden  is  tbe  only 
hercnne  amongst  all  Us  old  dowagers :  she  is  so  much  reeoveved  that 
she  ventures  to  go  out  cnusing  on  all  the  neighboure,  and  has  made 
a  miraculous  draught  ^fishes.' 

My  nieces  are  gone  to  Hackwood,  and  thence  are  to  meet  their 
sister  and  Lord  Ohewton  at  Weymouth.  I  have  heard  a  whisper  of 
a  Ettle  miscarriage :  it  must  have  been  a  very  small  one.  The 
Duchess  [of  Gloucester],  when  I  heard  last,  was  at  Lausanne,  but 
going  to  Geneva,  and  intended  a  visit  to  Madame  de  Yini,  who  is 
within  three  hours  of  the  former.   I  do  not  know  whither  bound  next 

Has  your  Lordship  seen  Mr.  Tyrwhitf  s  book  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Bryant  and  Dr.  Arcldmage  f  It  is  as  good  as  arguments  and  proofir 
can  be  after  what  is  much  better,  wit  and  ridicule.  As  Mr.  Mason 
is  absorbed  in  *  Fresnoy '  and  Associations,  I  conclude  he  does  not 
condescend  to  look  at  such  trifles  as  'ArchsBologic  Epistles/  and 
^  Dissertations  on  the  language  of  Chaucer.' 

Charles  Fox  is  languishing  at  the  feet  of  Mrs.  Bobinson.    G^ige 

'  Mn.  GU?«'g  osner  nuide  good  a  line  in  Pope  :— 

**  A  joaih  of  foD J,  an  old  age  of  carda." 

— ClTKKXKaHAK. 
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Belwyn  flsys,  ^  Wlio  shooH  the  Mm  ef  tk$  Peqph  live  witii»  bat 
with  ilie  Woman  of  ike  Peoph  t**  Tontoti  sendB  his  oomplimentB  to 
Dndd,  and  I  sm  flie  i^le  saore   Grore'e  devoted 

H.W. 

8188.    TO  SIR  HORAOB  XAHir. 

iftitiiftwrf  JSTtZ^  atpL  8»  1781. 

Tiro  dayi  after  ycmr  letter  I7  OaidJiii,  I  xeeeived  yoins  of  the  17fli 
ef  Iftst  month,  whidh  you  had  written  befiore  fliat  bjr  him,  bat  whidh, 
as  70a  foresaw,  his  diligence  would  precede.  I  now  write  merely  to 
answer  what  you  say  about  Mosszi's  bnsinesB,  lor  I  do  not  know  a 
little  of  news. 

As  the  Cavalier  ia  coming  himself  I  saw  no  eanse  of  diKveriBg 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Doane :  however,  as  he  had  menfionedit  to  Sharpa, 
I  did  deliver  it  i  andtheneztday  received  another  from  fiharpe^  of 
Mosn  to  him,  with  his  own  <q)inion,  that  I  should  either  take  the 
whole  on  mysd^  or  accept  of  Mr.  Boane.  I  confoss,  this  shuffling 
did  provoke  me,  and  I  have  given  it  to  flhaipe  fietty  roundly. 
I  told  him,  that  whisn  I  proposed  Mr.  Duane,  he  (ISiarpe)  would 
not  consent,  though  Lucas  had  approved  of  him.  I  was  glad  Aus 
to  sow  divisiQin  between  these  two*  From  my  Lord  [Qrford] 
I  expect  no  justice:  but  I  will  let  him  and  them  bear  tiie  truth 
whenever!!  have  occasion.  I  never  trouble  myself  about  him  or 
them  but  when  they  come  across  me^  though  the  usage  I  have 
received  from  all  would  exasperate  a  cooler  temper  than  mine. 

To  this  moment  my  Lord  [Orford]  has  not  paid  my  brother  or 
me  a  shflling  of  our  fortunes,  though  bound  hj  bond  to  pay  us  on 
his  moiliar's  death ;  nor  sixpence  of  the  interest,  though  due  from 
the  date  of  the  bonds.  When  he  sdd  the  collection  of  pictures  at 
Houghton,  he  dedared  at  St  James's  that  he  was  forced  to  it,  to 
pay  the  fortunes  of  his  uncles — which  amounted  but  to  ten  thousand 
pounds;  and  he  sold  the  pictures  for  forty,  grievously  to  our 
discontent,  and  without  any  application  from  us  for  our  money, 
which  he  now  retains,  trusting  that  we  will  not  press  him,  lest  ha 
should  disinheiit  us,  were  we  to  outlive  him.  But  we  are  not  so 
silly  as  to  have  any  such  expectations  at  our  ages ;  nor,  as  he  has 
aold  the  pictures,  which  we  wished  to  have  preserved  in  the  fondly, 
do  we  care  what  he  does  with  the  estate.  Would  you  believe — ^yes, 
for  he  is  a  Tnadman — that  he  is  refurmshing  Houghton ;  ay,  and 
pictures,  too— and  by  Cipriani  P    That  flimsy  scene-painter  is 
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to  replace  Gtiido,  (laude  Lorraine,  Bubens,  Vandyke,  Oarl«  Mariiili, 
Albano,  Le  SuoBur,  &c. ;  and  with  sabjectB  out  of  Homer  and 
Dryden's  Fables,  selected  and  directed  by  his  Lordship  himselt 
Bat  enough!  it  is  madness  to  dwell  on  Bedlam  actuated  hj 
attorneys ! 

I  am  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  state  of  the  war  abroad ;  they  say 
we  are  in  no  pain  for  Qibraltar :  but  I  know  that  we  are  in  a  state 
of  war  at  home  that  is  shocking.  I  mean,  from  the  enormous  pro- 
fusion of  housebreakers,  highwajrmen,  and  footpads ;  and,  what  u 
worse,  from  the  savage  barbarities  of  the  two  latter,  who  commit  flie 
most  wanton  cruelties.  This  evil  is  another  fruit  of  the  American 
war.  Haying  no  vent  for  the  conyicts  that  used  to  be  tranqported  ta 
our  late  colonies,  a  plan  was  adopted  for  confining  them  on  board  of 
lighters  for  the  term  of  their  sentences.  In  those  ooUeges,  under- 
graduates in  yillany  commence  Masters  of  Arts,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  their  studies  issue  as  nuschievous  as  if  they  had  taken 
their  d^rees  in  law,  physic,  or  divinity,  at  one  of  our  regular 
universities;  but,  having  no  profession,  nor  testimonial  to  thar 
characters,  they  can  get  no  employment,  and  therefore  live  iqxm  the 
pubUc.  Li  short,  the  grievance  is  so  crjring,  that  one  dare  not  stir 
out  after  dinner  but  well-armed.  If  one  goes  abroad  to  dinner,  yon 
would  think  one  was  going  to  the  relief  of  Qibraltar.  You  may 
judge  how  depraved  we  are,  when  the  war  has  not  consumed  half 
tiie  reprobates,  nor  press-gangs  thinned  their  numbers  I  But  no 
wonder — ^how  should  the  morals  of  the  people  be  purified,  whea 
Buch  frantic  dissipation  reigns  above  themP  Contagion  does  not 
mount,  but  descend.  A  new  theatre  is  going  to  be  erected  merely 
for  people  of  fashion,  that  they  may  not  be  confined  to  vulgar  hours 
— ^that  is,  to  day  or  night.  Fashion  is  always  silly,  for,  before  it 
can  spread  far,  it  must  be  calculated  for  silly  people ;  as  examples 
of  sense,  wit,  or  ingenuiiy  could  be  imitated  only  by  a  few.  All  the 
discoveries  that  £  can  perceive  to  have  been  made  by  the  present 
age,  is  to  prefer  riding  about  the  streets  rather  than  on  the  roads  or 
on  the  turf,  and  being  too  late  for  everjrthing.  Thus,  though  we 
have  more  pubUc  diversions  than  would  sufSce  for  two  capitals, 
nobody  goes  to  them  till  they  are  over.  This  is  literally  true. 
Ranelagh,  that  is,  the  music  there,  finishes  at  half  an  hour  after  ten 
at  night ;  but  the  most  fashionable  set  out  for  it^  though  above  a 
mile  out  of  town,  at  eleven  or  later.  Well !  but  is  not  this  censure 
being  old  and  cross  P  were  not  the  charming  people  of  my  3routh 
guilty  of  equivalent  absurdities  P    Oh,  yes ;  but  the  sensible  fclks  of 
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my  joaSti  kad  not  lost  Amerim,  nor  dipped  ns  in  wars  with  half 
Ihirope,  that  ooet  ns  fifteen  miUiona  a  year.  I  beUeve  the  Jewi 
went  to  Bmelagh  at  midnight^  though  TituB  was  at  EnightBbridge. 
Bat  Titus  demoliBbed  their  Ranelagh  as  well  as  Jerosalem.  Adieu! 


8189.    TO  THS  BARL  OF  3UCHAK. 

Strawberry  ffiU,  Sept,  16, 1782. 

I  coKORATULATB  youT  LordAhip  on  the  aoquisiiion  of  a  valuable 
picture  by  Jameson.  The  '  Memoirs'  of  your  Society  I  have  not  yet 
received;  but,  when  I  dO|  shall  read  it  with  great  pleasure,  and  beg 
your  Lordship  to  offer  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  members,  and  to 
accept  them  yoursell 

No  literature  appears  here  at  this  time  of  the  year.  London, 
I  hear,  is  particularly  emply.  Not  only  the  shooting  season  is  begun, 
but,  till  about  seventeen  days  ago,  ihere  was  nothing  but  inces- 
sant rains,  and  not  one  summer's  day.  A  Catalogue,  in  two  quartos, 
of  the  Manuscripts  in  the  British  Musexmi  [Ayscough's],  and  which 
ihence  does  not  seem  to  contain  great  treasures,  and  Mr.  Tyrwhitt's 
book  on  the  Bowleian  controversy,  which  is  reckoned  completely 
victorious,  are  all  the  novelties  I  have  seen  since  I  left  town.  Wai 
and  politics  occupy  those  who  think  at  all — ^no  great  numbei 
neither ;  and  most  of  those,  too,  are  content  with  the  events  of  the 
day,  and  forget  them  the  next  But  it  is  too  like  an  old  man  to 
blame  the  age ;  and,  as  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  I  may  as  well 
be  sQent  and  let  it  please  itselfl  I  am,  with  great  regard,  my  Lord, 
yours,  &e. 

8190.    TO  THB  HON.  H.  S,  OONWAT. 

Strawberry  HiU,  Sepk  17, 1782. 

I  HAD  not  time  yesterday  to  say  what  I  had  to  say  about  your 
coming  hither.  I  diould  certainly  be  happy  to  see  3rou  and  Lady 
Aylesbury  at  any  time ;  but  it  would  be  unconsdonaUe  to  expect  it 
when  you  have  scarce  a  whole  day  in  a  month  to  pass  at  your  own 
house,  and  to  look  after  your  own  works.  Friends,  I  know,  lay  as 
great  stress  upon  trifles  as  upon  serious  points ;  but  as  there  never 
was  a  more  sincere  attachment  than  mine,  so  it  is  the  most  reasonable 
one  too,  for  I  always  think  for  you  more  than  myself.  Do  whatever 
you  have  to  do,  uid  be  assured,  that  is  what  I  like  best  that  you 
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should  do.  Hie  jmsent  hnny  oaimot  last  al^yi.  Toiir  presert 
objeet  is  to  show  how  muoh  more  fit  you  are  for  your  post  ^  than  any 
other  man ;  by  which  you  will  do  infinite  senice  too,  and  will  throw 
a  great  many  prirate  acts  of  good-natare  and  justice  into  ihe  aoooimi 
Do  you  think  I  would  stand  in  the  way  of  any  of  these  things  P  and 
that  I  am  not  aware  of  them  P  Do  you  think  about  me  P  Ifitsuits 
you  at  any  moment,  come.  Except  Sunday  next,  when  I  am  engaged 
to  dine  abroad,  I  hare  nothing  to  do  till  the  middle  of  October,  when 
I  shall  go  to  Nuneham ;  and,  going  or  coming,  may  possibly  catch 
you  at  Park-place. 

1  am  not  quite  credulous  about  your  turning  smoke  into  gold : '  it 
is  perhaps  because  I  am  ignorant.  I  like  Mr.  Mapleton  extremely ; 
and  though  I  have  lived  so  long  that  I  have  little  confidence,  Ithink 
you  could  not  have  chosen  one  more  likely  to  be  faithful.  I  am 
sensible  that  my  kind  of  distrust  would  prevent  all  great  enterprises; 
and  yet  I  cannot  but  fi9ar,  that  miless  one  gives  one'sself  up  entirely 
to  the  pursuit  of  a  new  object,  this  risk  must  be  doubled.  But  I 
will  say  no  more ;  for  I  do  not  even  wish  to  dissuade  you,  as  I  am 
sure  I  understand  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  therefore  mean  no 
more  than  to  keep  your  discretion  awake. 

The  tempest  of  Monday  night  alarmed  me  too  for  the  fleet :  and 
as  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  care,  I  feel  for  individuals  as  well  a^ 
for  the  public,  and  think  of  all  those  who  may  be  lost,  and  of  all 
those  who  may  be  made  miserable  by  such  loss.  Indeed,  I  care  most 
for  individuals ;  for  as  to  the  public,  it  seems  to  be  totally  insensible 
to  everything  I  I  know  nothing  worth  repeating;  and  having  now 
answered  all  your  letter,  shall  bid  you  good  nighi 


nn.    TO  THX  BBT.  WILLIiJf  MASON. 

Strawberry  HiU,8epL^,  17S8. 

You  are  a  very  wayward  brotiier,  and  were  not  I  the  sweetest 
tempered  angel  upon  earth,  we  should  infallibly  quarrel ;  you  have 
broken  your  word  and  then  grow  sulky  because  you  are  in  the  wrtmg. 
I  have  tempted  you  and  scolded  you,  and  agaoid  you  indirecily  to  no 
purpose,  but  I  know  how  to  punish  you  out  of  your  own  law-book, 
which  orders  one  most  charitably  to  heap  coals  <^  fire  on  those  who 

>  Mr.  Coawsy  wm  now  oomiiiAiidcr-in-ehi«fl— W»iobt. 
*  AHiidiBg  to  the  ooko-ofens,  for  which  Mr.  Conway  afterwudi  obUiinod  a 
— WBNnr. 


17tt.^  fOlfll  SIT.  HB.  HACMf.  m 

are  to  blame.  This  suitB  my  dispoBitLoiiy  too,  better  ilian  poatingy  for 
I  haye  so  little  time  left  that  I  am  resolyed  not  to  throw  any  of  it 
away  upon  ill-hmnonr.  Bo  if  your  majestio  silenoe  is  to  last,  the 
'LkxA  blows  why  I  you  mnst  be  cross  alone,  for  I  shall  appear  at 
Nnnehiim  next  monl^  when  I  am  sommoned,  and  be  as  glad  to  «ee 
you  as  if  you  was  the  most  reasonable  person  in  the  world. 

The  newspapers  say  that  Mr.  Stratford's  Play  of  '  Lord  Bussell/ 
has  been  offered  and  accepted  at  Dmry  Lane.  I  oondudei  cut  for 
the  stage  by  Master  Doctor  Cumberland,  who  I  know  had  taken  it 
in  hand.  What  a  delicious  potion  must  a  bumper  of  red-hot  lava 
smoking  from  Vesuvius  be,  when  extinguished  by  a  double  quantity 
of  the  coldest  aconite  I  But  how  can  the  royalist  empiric  have 
been  able  to  convert  a  whig  bonfire  into  an  illumination  to  ihe 
honour  of  Majestyi  oh  I  yes,  such  things  may  be :  I  have  seen 
such. 

If  you  have  a  mind  that  this  letter  should  be  longer,  you  must 
siqppose  that  the  two  fbllowiDg  pages  are  filled  with  aooountB  of 
robberies  and  murders.  I  know  enough,  and  know  nothing  else,  but 
as  half  of  them  are  lies,  you  may  as  well  imagine  them  as  read  the 
inventions.  The  papers  are  so  full  of  Kes  that  I  have  lately  proposed 
as  an  economic  plan,  that  every  family  should  invent  its  own  gazette. 
The  housekeeper  might  give  it  out  with  the  napkins  in  a  morning, 
and  it  would  serve  for  the  day  as  well  as  what  the  newsman  brings. 
I  like  this  way  too  of  giving  you  oAorfe  bhnehe,  because  it  is  an  exaofc 
answer  to  your  two  or  three  letters  which  you  have  never  written. 
Adieu  I  * 

'    la  IBM  BOM.  BOSAOB  WALTOUL 

ymekam,  8epL  2S,  1782. 

I  Qowwwm  myedf  to  bo  iho  most  ttrodovo  of  Ispiilolaiy  Bfamen,  and  aHer  so 
■hort  yet  lo  plenaiy  a  confinwioii  haTe  nothing  ftuthor  to  ny  than  to  b^  your 
abiolntion,  whioh  perfaapt  yon  will  the  more  readily  grant  when  I  giro  yon  the 
veHmm  9acardoU$,  that  if  I  had  been  lew  linftil  I  shonld  only  have  been  the  more 
dnll,  for  haying  hiid  nothing  to  ny  that  eonld  in  any  sort  have  amnied  yoo,  my  letten 
mnii  oonaeqnently  hare  been  woim  than  no  lettera  at  all ;  and  if  yon  want  fhrther 
proof  take  it  from  this,  which  will  be  a  Jntt  specimen  of  what  its  two  predeeeeeon 
woold  hare  been  had  Uiey  oome  into  ezistenoe  and  been  bom  in  dne  time. 

Onr  lambria  dorte,  and  all  oar  other  Frencherys,  go  on  so  slowly,  that  I  hare  my 
donbts  whether  we  shall  be  able  to  receire  the  party  that  yon  were  to  have  eome  with 
this  next  month ;  and  if  yon  shonld  ehnse  to  oome  lUone,  we  hare  an  English 
dead-white  painter,  who  wodd  preiently  gire  yon  the  head-aehe  or  stomaeh-aehe,  and 
drlTo  yon  away  i^pabL  In  short,  I  lee  so  little  chance  of  meeting  yon  here  that  I 
am  planning  a  sdieme  with  Stonhewer  (who  is  here  for  a  few  days)  of  leaving  this 
place  abont  the  20th  of  October,  and,  if  he  can  be  then  in  London,  of  going  to 
lAm,  and  from  thence  of  Tisiting  yon  at  Strawberry ;  bat  this  most  be  done  between 
tae  Mill  aad  SSth,  for  on  the  SOth  I  mast  be  at  York.    AU  this  I  dare  mot  tell 
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S191   TO  sot  HOBAOB  KAKK. 

B^wvbei'i'ff  Ha,  SepL  25, 1782. 

I  DO  not  at  all  gaess  when  this  letter  will  set  out ;  for  I  do  not 
know  when  I  shall  haye  anything  to  put  into  it,  except  an  answer 
to  one  or  two  points  of  yonrs  of  the  15th  of  this  month,  whidi  I 
have  reoeived  this  morning  so  soon,  that  I  suppose  the  East-wind 
must  hare  brought  it  himself  I  cannot  tell  why  your  nephew 
neglected  so  many  posts ;  I  neither  believe  him  ill  nor  on  the  road 
to  Florence,  either  of  which  I  think  I  should  have  heard  from  Mrs. 
Noel :  but  I  shall  see  her  this  eyening  at  Twickenham  Park,  and 
win  ask  her.  My  nephew,  who  is  going  to  you,  has  not  so  much 
reason  for  that  journey.    He  was  disappointed  of  preferment  when 

Lofd  Hareoort,  wbo  I  know  tspeeto  me  to  it^r  bora  tin  the  last  momonk  Hb 
Lordahip  has  got  o?er  from  Paiii  with  a  orint  of  the  Tombeaaof  Jeaa  Jacqiwa,  and 
another  of  his  introdncUon  into  the  Cbampen  EIjb^,  a  French  poem  on  Jardima;*^ 
Imt  aa  it  ia  gone  to  Oxford  to  be  bound,  I  can  give  yon  no  ftuiher  acoonnt  of  it^ 
aoMept  that  he  holda  with  Sir  W.  OhamberB  that  the  Chinese  are  our  modek  Tho 
anthor^a  name  I  have  alio  foigot ;  bat  aa  the  notes  to  my  new  edition  of  my  '  Sngiiih 
Garden '  are  not  printed  off,  I  shall  perhaps  add  one  9ur  son  tujeit  if  on  raading  him 
I  find  him  worth  notice  or  notifying ;  wMeh  pats  me  in  mind  to  wit  yon  whether  yea 
haTC  thought  it  worth  while  to  notify  King  Stq>hen'8  watch,  whUdi  I  hear  Is 
printed  aa  a  pamphlet,  and  moat  impudently  attributed  to  your  humble  aenraBl^ 
whose  back  (Heayen  be  thanked)  ia  broad  enough  to  bear  all  booksellers'  flama  what- 
enrer.  You  ahall  hear  from  me  again  when  I  can  fix  my  journey,  for,  aa  I  aaid  before^ 
I  despair  of  aeeing  you  here,  thou^  the  Lord  and  the  iiady  do  not,  who  are  aa  much 
youraaa 

Tour  dutlAil  though  remisa  aenrant, 

W.  M. 

to  TBI  BOB.  BOKAOB  WALPOLI. 

Torh,  N<f9.  S8, 178S. 

It  ia  h!^  time  that  I  ahonld  adyertiae  you  that  I  hare  commenced  a  new  qnaiter's 
Residence  here,  which  will  continue  till  the  11th  of  next  Februaiy,  and  that  I  am  now 
starring  myself  in  a  cold  cathedral,  that  I  may  ei\|oy  the  sunshine  of  the  foUowing 
Auguat^  Sept.,  and  Oct,  which  may  perhapa  disappoint  me  aa  much  aa  the 
thrae  laat  did.  I  supplicate  in  the  meantime  your  correapondence :  "  Off  youra 
eharitie  write  to  the  soule  of  William  Maaon,  dark,  which  reaidethe  in  Toik  thra 
calendere  monetha,  off  whose  wretched  estate  I  praye  yon  haTC  merde."  Aa  to  any 
return  I  can  make  you,  you  are  not  to  look  for  it,  except  perhapa  about  the  19th  oif 
next  month,  when  a  county  meeting  may  perhapa  give  my  dnlnws,  and  the  dufaiesa 
of  the  place,  a  fillip.  I  know  not  whether  I  spell  right  or  no.  The  winter  here  acta 
In  so  seTcrely,  that,  if  it  doea  so  in  the  South,  I  ikncy  it  has  ere  this  drifum  you  from 
StiBwbeny  to  Berkdoy-aqnara.    Pmj  write  aoon«  and  belieTe  me  alwaj8» 

Most  tn4y  youiiy 
W.  XiaoB. 

»  '  Laa  Jaidln8»  on  I'Art  d'Embenir  lea  Paysagea.'  Potaie  par  M.  FAbM  4m 
LUa.    Madame  da  Genli%  is  her  Memoirs,  ia  very  seTCte  on  this  poem.— Mnfona. 


itat.1  90  oat  HOEAcn  ximr. 

Lord  Slielbtinie»  with  whom  lie  had  ooimeoied  himael^  was  made 
Secretary  of  State.  Howeyer,  Mr.  Foz»  who  had  the  other  Seals, 
named  Lord  Ohohnondeley  for  the  embassy  to  Berlin.  When  those 
two  Ministers  qnarrelled.  Lord  Cholmondeley  thonght  it  became  him 
to  follow  Mr.  F0X9  and  resigned  his  nnenjoyed  post  This  is  what  1 
have  heard ;  for  I  have  not  seen  him  since  the  a&ir  happenedi  nor 
am  I  of  his  privy  council. 

I  haye  been  at  the  Dochess  of  Montrose's.  Mrs.  Noel  knew 
nothing  of  your  nephew ;  but  Miss  Howe,  who  was  there  too,  had  a 
letter  to-day  from  her  sister,  General  Pitt's  wife,*  who  is  at  the  camp 
at  Cox-heath,  and  happened  to  say  that  your  nephew  was  there  the 
day  before  yesterday  with  the  son  and  daughter  of  your  brother 
Sdward  y  so,  t'oiher  Sir  Horace  is  neither  ill  nor  on  the  road  to  you. 
I  hope  you  know  so  from  himself  before  this. 

We  are  in  no  pain  for  Gibraltar.  There  are  accounts  of  Lord 
Howe  having  passed  Lisbon.  We  reckon  that  the  Bourbonian  princes 
wiU  have  made  but  a  foolish  jauni  Our  rich  fleet  from  ihe  Baltic 
is  arrived  with  all  the  stores  we  wanted.  This  is  the  sum  total  of 
our  present  news,  and  the  relief  of  Gibraltar  will  probably  be  all  we 
shall  have  this  season.  By  the  silence  of  new  letters  from 
New  York,  the  fsible  of  Colonies  revolting  from  the  Congress 
is  quite  annihilated.  Everything  is  mighty  quiet  here;  and 
as  ihe  Parliament  does  not  meet  till  the  very  end  of  November, 
I  shall  probably  have  very  little  to  tell  you  for  the  next  two 
months. 

I  am  not  sorry  that  your  influenza  ended  in  a  little  gout^  which 
wiL  quite  carry  it  otL  I  have  great  respect  for  the  gout,  though  it 
has  broken  my  limbs  to  pieces,  like  the  rack ;  but  it  is  like  the  Turkt 
it  seldom 

a  brotlier  netr  tlie  UuoMb"— [Pori.] 


I  am  afraid  it  wOl  not  cure  a  &mine.  We  expected  one  from  a 
very  different  cause — from  heat  and  drou^i  la  this  region  of 
humidity  never  was  so  wet  a  summer  as  the  present ;  but  we  had  a 
parenthesis  of  fine  weather  for  ten  days,  that  housed  most  of  the 
oern,  of  which  there  was  plenty.  Grass  and  leaves  we  have  in  such 
abundance,  that  our  landscapes  are  even  uncommonly  luxuriant. 

'  Generml  Sir  Wiltiam  AognsiiM  PitI,  K.B.,  brother  to  Oeoige  Lord  Biren,  nuurried 
Mary,  aUter  of  Bichard  the  foarth  Yiacooat  Howe. — Wuobt. 
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UdmahadnaiBtM'i  who  uwd  io  eat  his  drnnfainwi^i  iroald  here  betfie 

most  <q)iil6nt  prinoe  upon  earth. 

Our  papers  say.  Lady  Hamilton*  is  dead  at  Nicies.     I  am  Tsiy 

scrry  f OT 1^ ;  bat  I  hope,  as  she  was  a  good  fiirtane  in  land,  thatEEr 

William  loses  nothii^  by  her  death.    If  you  wrfte  to  him,  pray 

mention  my  eonoem. 

ao& 

My  answers  to  yonr  last  would  be  so  monldy  if  I  detained  this  any 
longer,  that  I  determine  to  send  it  away.  I  might  Iceep  it  Inu^  to 
the  en/l  of  the  week,  by  which  time  some  aoeount  of  Lord  Howe  and 
Gibraltar  is  eiqpeoted;  but  that  event  may  reach  yon  before  my  letter 
oould.  I  shall  oontent  myself  if  I  am  able  to  wish  jron  joy ;  for  I 
reckon  Gibraltar  in  your  department^  especially  as  your  vigilanoe  and 
activity  extend  themselves  to  every  possible  duty  that  you  can  hook 
into  your  province. 


2198^    TO  THE  COUKTSSS  OF  OSSORT. 

So  ffur  from  being  your  gasetteer,  Madam,  I  believe  I  shall  be 
nothing  but  your  echo,  for  I  can  only  repeat  tfr  ref^y  to  the  para- 
graphs you  send  me.  I  know  nottiing  new,  nay,  nor  anytiiing  old 
that  is  new.  Mr.  C8iurohill  and  my  sister  have  been  with  me ;  I 
.made  a  little  assemUy  for  them,  and  lighted  up  my  Gallery,  bat 
the  tenors  of  highwaymen  are  so  prevalent  that  I  could  mmUs 
but  two  oribbage  and  one  commerce  table.  If  partridge-shoot- 
ing is  not  turned  into  robber-shooting,  there  will  be  an  end  of  all 
aooielyl 

I  admiie  Lady  W^rtmotlaiid's  delieasy  in  her  toasts.  Lideed,  I 
am  so  ignorant  in  the  foshions  of  the  world  that  m  come,  that  I 
thought  toasting  was  quite  left  eS^  except  by  the*  volunteers  in 
Ireland,  and  by  some  of  your  parsons  who  probe  vemson,  and  cal- 
oulate  how  many  stone  of  &t  will  come  to  their  share;  but 
foshions  alter  I  I  shoold  not  wonder  if  it  grew  flie  ion  to  sell 
bargains. 

I  know  not  whether  the  episcopal  earl  [Bristol]  had  any  hand  in 
ordaining  Loid  BnueO  for  the  stage,  but  I  conclude  Dr.  Omnberland 
had:  at  least  I  am  sure  he  had  undertaken  to  correct  it.  How 
curious  must  the  produce  be  of  frenzy  steeped  in  laudanum  I 

>  MiM  Bnlow.    See  toL  H,  p.  4W.— CimuraBAH. 
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^OBcilia^I  did  lead,  but,  besides  its  being  ixmneasarably  long^ 
and  written  in  Dr.  Johnson's  nnnatund  phrase,  I  liked  it  &r  less 
than  *  Shrelinau'  I  did  delight  in  M^.  Briggs,  and  in  the  droll 
Bamea  he  calls  the  proud  gentleman,  whose  name  I  forget  Morris, 
toa,  18  well,  and  M^ows  tolerable,  md  Lady  Something  Something 
and  KGsB  S(»n0thing ;  but  all  &e  rest  are  auirSk.  The  great  fault  is 
that  the  authoress  is  so  afraid  of  not  making  all  her  dramati»per9(mm 
eet  in  diaracter,  thai  she  noTer  lets  fiiem  say  a  syllable  but  what  is 
ix>  nuffk  their  oharaoter,  which  is  very  unnatund,  at  least  in  the 
poresent  state  of  things,  in  which  people  are  always  aiming  to  dis- 
guise tibeir  ruling  passions,  and  raflier  aSkot  opposite  qualities,  than 
liang  oat  tbeir  propensities.  The  old  rd^oua  philosopher  is  a 
lunatic,  and  contributing  nothing  to  the  story,  might  be  totally 
omitted,  and  had  better  be  so.  But  I  am  most  o£Eended  at  the 
want  of  poetical  justice.  The  proud  gentleman  and  his  proud  wife 
ought  to  be  punished  and  humbled;  whereas  tiie  wife  is  rather 
exhibited  as  an  amiable  character.  To  say  the  truth,  the  last 
volume  is  Tery  indiffereni 

The  vindication  of  the  Gh)yemor  of  Barbadoes  was  quite  lost  upon 
me,  who  had  never  interested  myself  in  his  story,  nor  even  know  of 
"whak  he  was  acoused.  I  am  a  prodigious  economist  of  my  memory, 
and  iM^er  load  it  with  details  about  people  and  flixngs  fer  which  I 
do  not  care  a  straw.  This  is  meant  with  no  disreepect  for  your 
IjadyAip's  information,  for  which  I  am  obliged,  as  you  see  it  has 
lamished  me  with  five  lines ;  a  great  object  m  my  present  sterility ! 
My  banenness  is  much  increased  by  shutting  my  ears  to  politics,  to 
which  I  never  will  listen  nu»«.  I  was  accustomed  to  a  flourishing 
free  kingdom ;  I  had  extended  my  ideas  to  empire — ^I  cannot  con- 
tracttiiem  to  a  fragment  of  a  bankrupt  island  which  has  gamed 
away  its  fortone,  and  learned  all  the  tricks  of  a  mined  gamester. 
We  aie  totldly  degeneiated  in  every  respect,  which  I  suppose  is  the 
ease  of  all  falling  states.  In  what  do  we  shine?  Saving  the  respect 
that  I  have  to  youth,  I  do  not  think  the  present  blossoms  are 
entertaining.  They  may^  amuse  themselves  very  wdl,  but  surelj 
they  are  not  ingenious  nor  oontribute  to  enliven  us.  I  think  I 
could  still  be  diverted,  if  the  complexion  of  the  times  furnished 
matter;  but  I  certainly  cannot  divert  your  Ladyship  when  my  own 
mind  stagnates  for  want  of  something  to  put  it  in  motion. 

Princess  Amelie  told  Lady  Margaret  Compton  two  days  ago,  that 

^  Bj  MiM  Barney.— CuNiiHGHAX. 
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Mr.  Monioe  liad  xeooyered  the  tue  of  his  legs :  I  don't  knoY  how 
her  Bojral  Highness  heard  it 

I  have  now  replied  paragraph  by  fangmph  to  your  letto; 
Madam,  as  if  saying  my  Catechism,  and  fpreai  reasons  of  the  fiuft 
that  is  in  me;  but  as  good  boys  are  commonly  dull,  perhaps  yoa 
would  prefer  a  correspondent  that  played  truant^  and  told  yon  a 
few  fibs. 

Have  you  seen  in  the  papers  the  ezoellent  letter  of  Paul  Jmies  to 
Sir  Joseph  Yorke  P  EUe  naui  dU  biem  des  veriii^l  I  doubt  poor 
Sir  Joseph  cannot  answer  them  I  Br.  Franklin  himwrif,  I  shooU 
think,  was  the  author.  It  is  certainly  written  by  a  first-rate  pen, 
and  not  by  a  common  man-of-war.  The  'Bojral  George'  is  out  of 
luckl 

I  haye  told  a  lie:  the  'Boyal  George'  is  m  luck.  I  haTS 
this  minute  receiyed  a  letter  from  General  Conway,  with  these 
words: — 

''I  haye  a  piece  of  good  news  to  teU  you,  which  is  the  comidete 
and  entire  defeat  of  the  long-meditated  attack  on  Gibraltar,  whidi 
b^gan  on  the  13ih  at  3  p.m.,  and  before  midnight  all  the  fimiouB 
floating  batteries  were  either  burnt  or  sunk  by  our  red-hot  balls. 
They  lost,  it  is  said,  1600  men,  but  none  of  distinction  named.  They 
sayed  some  in  their  own  boats,  and  General  Elliot  some  in  those  he 
sent  out" 

Well,  Madam,  is  not  this  General  Elliot  the  old  man  of  flie 
mountain  who  destroyed  enemies  with  his  feu  Gbegeois  P  It  was 
very  obliging  too  in  him  to  enliyen  my  tiame  letter  by  such  a  gay 
conclusion — if  one  is  to  smile  at  the  destmotion  <tf  1500  men  I  I 
did  smile  inwardly,  for  two  persons  came  in  as  I  was  reading  my 
letter;  and,  as  I  naturally  said  I  hoped  this  eyent  would  fiywKtft^ 
peaces  one  of  ihem  said,  **  It  is  yery  uncertain  what  eflbct  it  will 
haye  on  the  King  (of  Spain):  he  has  a  sort  of  head  that  may 
persist  the  more  for  a  thing  being  impossible."  Now  we  must 
wait  to  see  whether  the  combined  fleets  will  be  obstinate  too  and 
a  tack  Lord  Howe,  or  let  him  yictual  Gibraltar. 
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tIM.  TO  THI  KARL  OF  8TRAFF0SD. 

Blrawben^HH  OcL  t,  178S. 

I  DID  {hink  it  long  sinoe  I  had  ilie  honour  of  hearing  from  jonr 
Lordship;  but,  oonaoioas  how  little  I  oonld  repay  you  with  any  ' 
entertainment,  I  waited  with  patience.  Li  fiust»  I  beUere  smnmer- 
correspondenees  often  turn  on  oomplaints  of  want  of  news.  It  is 
unlucky  that  that  is  generally  the  season  of  correspondence,  as  it  is 
of  separaticAi.  People  assembled  in  a  capital  contriye  to  famish 
matter,  but  then  thqr  hare  not  occasion  to  write  it  Summer,  being 
the  season  of  campaigns,  ought  to  be  more  fertile :  I  am  glad  when 
that  is  not  the  case,  for  what  is  an  account  of  a  battle  but  a  list  of 
borialsP  Vultures  and  birds  of  prey  might  write  with  pleasure  to 
their  correspondents  in  the  Alps  of  such  eyents ;  but  they  oug^t  to 
be  melancholy  topics  to  those  who  have  no  beaks  or  talons.  At  this 
moment  if  I  was  an  epicure  among  the  sharks,  I  should  rejoice  that 
General  Elliot  has  just  sent  the  carcases  of  fifteen  himdred  I^Mniaidi 
down  to  market  under  GKbraltar ;'  but  I  am  more  pleased  that  ha 
despatched  boafa,  and  saved  some  of  those  whom  he  had  oyeacset 
What  must  a  man  of  so  much  feeling  have  suffered  at  being  forced 
to  do  his  duty  so  well  as  he  has  done  I  I  remember  hearing  such 
another  hmnane  being,  that  braye  old  admiral,  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
say,  that  in  his  life  he  had  never  killed  a  fly. 

This  demolition  of  the  Spanish  armada  is  a  great  event :  a  very 
good  one  if  it  prevents  a  battle  between  Lord  Howe  and  the  com- 
bined fleets,  as  I  should  hope ;  and  yet  better  if  it  produces  peace, 
the  only  political  crisis  to  which  I  look  with  eagerness.  Were  that 
happy  moment  arrived,  there  is  ample  matter  to  employ  our  great 
men,  if  we  have  any,  in  retrieving  the  afibirs  of  this  country,  if  they 
are  to  be  retrieved.  But  though  our  sedentary  politicians  write 
abundance  of  letters  in  the  newspapers,  full  of  plans  of  public  spirit^ 
I  doubt  the  nation  is  not  sober  enough  to  set  about  its  own  work  in 
earnest  When  none  reform  ihemselyes,  Uttie  good  is  to  bo 
expected.  We  see  by  the  excess  of  highwaymen  how  far  evils  wOl 
go  before  any  attempt  is  made  to  cure  them.    I  am  sure,  from  the 

*  On  the  IStli  of  September,  when  Qeneral  Slliot  repalaedthegnadatteek  made  on 
OttMsltMv  sndCiHptAiB  CariiB,  of  the  'BrIIliAat,'  who  eommsaded  the  manne  brigede 
mpon  the  oecedon,  end  his  men,  nred  nnmben  of  the  Spanlardi^  at  the  haiard  of 
their  own  lirea. — Wuenn 
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maguitade  of  this  iiuxniTeiiieiioei  that  I  am  not  taDdng  mer^  like 
an  old  man.  I  liaye  lived  here  about  thirty  yeais^  and  used  to  go 
everywhere  ro:iiiid  ai  all  horns  of  the  nig^t  without  any  precantioo. 
I  cannot  now  stir  a  mile  from  my  own  house  after  sunset  wiihoos 
one  or  two  servants  with  blunderbusses.  I  am  not  surprised  pur 
Lordship's  pheasanta  wore  stolen :  a  woman  was  taken  last  Satur- 
day night  loaded  wi&  nine  geese,  and  they  say  has  impeached  t 
gang  of  fourteen  housebreakers — but  these  are  undeigraduatea ;  idiea 
they  should  have  taken  their  doctor's  degrees,  Ihey  would  not  have 
piddled  in  such  little  game.  Those  regius-professors  the  nabobs  havi) 
taught  men  not  to  plunder  for  farthings. 

I  am  very  sensiUe  of  your  Lordship's  kindness  to  my  nephew. 
Mr.  Ohohnondeley.  He  is  a  sensible,  well-behaved  young  man* 
and,  I  tmsl^  would  not  have  abused  your  goodness.  Mr.  Mason 
writes  to  me,  fliat  he  shall  be  at  York  at  the  end  of  this  month.  I 
was  to  have  gone  to  Nuneham ;  but  the  house  is  so  Uttle  advanced, 
tiiat  it  is  a  question  whether  they  can  reoeive  me.  Mason,  I  doubt^ 
has  been  idle  there.  I  am  sure,  if  he  found  no  Muses  there,  he 
oould  pick  up  none  at  Oxford,  where  there  is  not  so  much  as  a 
bedmaker  that  ever  Uved  in  a  Muse's  fomily.  Tonton  begs  his  duty 
to  all  the  lambs,  and  trusts  that  Lady  Strafford  will  not  reject  his 
uomaffe* 


aiSdu    TO  BIB  HOBACX  MAKH, 

Strawberry  HiB,  Oct  12, 1781 

An  hour  after  I  had  sent  my  last  to  town  for  the  Secretary's 
office,  I  received  the  account  of  the  demolition  of  the  Spanish  floatbg 
batteries  at  Gibraltar.  There  was  no  occasion  for  sending  a  post- 
script after  my  letter,  as  I  was  sure  youmust  learn  thatgreat  success 
before  my  relation  could  reach  you,  especially  as  our  intelligenoe 
came  from  the  Oontinent.  We  have  heard  nothing  but  confirmai- 
tions  of  that  shining  advantage,  and  assertions  that  the  combined 
fleets  mean  to  dispute  ihe  wall  with  Lord  Howe.  He  has  been 
detained  by  adverse  winds ;  but  we  depend  on  Elliot's  being  as  firm 
as  his  rocks  (which  are  all  that  are  left  of  Gibraltar),  to  maintain 
them  till  he  is  relieved,  or  has  nothing  but  his  rooks  left  to  eat. 
The  winds,  the  <mly  powers  that  have  made  a  figure  in  this  war, 
have  heem  playing  liie  devil :  we  have  lost  two  men-of-war;  and 
the  Jamaica  fleet,  that  were  dispersed  by  a  storm,  are  not  all  arrived. 


irSi.]  TO  VliB  SiRL  Of  HABOOUBT. 


The  eQemieB*  have  protmUiy  not  ftoed  better;  for  the  windsy  fike  tile 
armed  neutrality,  mean  no  good  to  anybody. 

This  nothing  is  all  I  hare  to  say ;  so,  most  tarry  till  something 
happens.  I  am  sorry  onr  correspondence  makes  ns  resemble 
vultoies  that  live  upon  carcases,  and  banquet  when  there  is  a 
notable  destrudion  0f  flie  human  spedes.  Oh !  I  had  rather  it 
starved! 

Our  Generals  and  Admirals  are  Very  inattentiye  people  t  They 
seem  to  forget  that  our  correspondence  depends  on  them.  Elliot  and 
Ix)rd  Howe  have  not  sent  me  a  paragraph  for  you  this  fbrtnight  I 
have  not  a  dish  for  your  tabki,  brother  Vulture  I  but  a  dooen 
Jamaica  ships  that  havd  been  cast  away ;  and  you  are  too  much  the 
representatiTe  of  the  royal  eag^  to  be  content  with  suoh  vulgar  food. 
A  public  ministar  cannot  descend  to  feast  on  merchantmen.  Well  I 
if  it  is  possible^  you  shall  have  an  arm  of  the  Comte  d'Artpis ;  or  a 
leg  of  the  Duke  of  Bourbctn ;  or,  which  you  would  like  better,  on 
Mediterranean  accounts,  the  heart  of  the  Due  de  Crillon  I  jiprqpot, 
I  hear  Sir  William  Draper  persists  in  bringing  General  Murray  to  a 
Court-Martial ;  of  which  he  probably  will  make  nothing. 

I  have  just  received  yours  of  September  28th,  when  you  had  not 
heard  of  ihe  destruction  of  the  floating  batteries ;  though  it  had  reached 
lis  on  tiie  29th,  and  even  me,  who  live  ten  nules  out  of  the  world,  on 
the  30th.  I  was  told  yesterday,  that  in  London  the  siege  is  believed 
to  be  raised.  I  hope  so,  and  that  there  will  be  no  massacres  there ; 
though  it  is  thought  that  the  combined  fleets  will  fig^t  Lord  Howe — 
it  is  not  my  opinion ;  but  what  signifies  making  cm^ectares  on 
what  is  paSiBed  by  thk  time  One  way  or  ihe  otherP  I  shall  no 
longer  wait  toft  the  eventi  but  send  this  to  town  to-monow,  meagre 
Iks  it  is. 

219S.    to  iflB  BARL  OF  HABOOUBT.i 

Strawberry  SUl,  OcL  2$,  1782. 

Mr.  Mason  (who,  by  the  by,  is  grown  too  plump  for  a  poet  and 
patriot,  on  whom  the  Constitutional  as  well  as  the  ichoh  CaataUan 
8taU  depends)  has  been  here  and  brought  me  your  Lordship's  most 
kind  invitation.  I  am  afraid,  my  dear  Lord,  I  dare  not  accept  it  so 
late  in  the  season,  and  in  such  wet  weather.    The  spirit  is  willing^ 

^  How  fint  pabliBhed.— CuirvnoHix. 
VDIb  vnL  V 
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but  the  bonesy  I  must  not  say  the  flesh,  are  weak.  I  am  going  to 
settle  in  town,  not  daring  to  stay  even  here  in  my  own  house,  for 
fear  of  the  damps  bringing  on  the  gout.  Ishould  not  be  able  to  resist 
walking  out  at  Nuneham,  or  going  into  your  new  rooms,  and  the 
consequence  would  be  encumbering  you  with  an  invalid  for  two 
months — so  that  I  have  still  passions  to  conquer  at  sixty-five ;  and 
though  I  might  not  have  resolution  enough  to  subdue  them  on  my 
own  account,  I  can  for  your  Lordship's  and  Lady  Haroourf  s  sakes. 
If  I  have  a  next  summer,  I  shall  hope  to  enjoy  all  your  improve- 
ments within  doors  and  without 

Mrs.  Glivden,  I  flatter  myself  is  really  recovered,  having  had  no 
relapse  since  I  mentioned  her  last  She  even  partakes  of  ilie 
diversions  of  the  Oamival,  which  at  Twickenham  commences  at 
Michaelmas,  and  lasts  as  long  as  there  are  four  persons  to  make  a 
pool.  I  am  to  go  to  her  this  evening  to  what  she  calls  anfy  two 
Tabhi,  I  have  preached  against  hot  rooms,  but  the  Devil,  who 
can  conceal  himself  in  aUaok  ace  as  well  asinaniqpple  oraguinea, 
has  been  too  mighty  for  me,  and  so,  like  other  divinesi  whenl  cannot 
root  out  vice,  I  join  in  it 

Lady  Cecilia  [Johnstone]  Ihave  not  seen  this  age.  Thehi^way- 
men  have  out  off  all  communication  between  the  nearest  villages. 
It  is  as  dangerous  to  go  to  Petersham  as  into  Gibraltar.  I  comfort 
myself  with  the  Gbthicity  of  the  times.  Is  not  it  delightfol  not 
to  dare  stir  outof  one's  own  castle  but  armedfor  battle  f  However,  I 
am  so  scmpuloiis  an  adherent  to  good  old  customs,  that  I  intend  to 
be  knighted  and  shall  appoint  Mr.  Baftor  *  my  Esquire,  who  is  as 
great  a  coward  as  Sancho  Panza,  and  has  more  humour.  As  it  is 
right  too,  according  to  Gervantes,  to  mistake  ilie  objects  of  one's 
fury,  I  know  whom  I  intend  to  attack  as  a  highwayman,  whom  as 
a  footpad,  housebreaker,  or  assassin ;  and  should  I  repeat  the  same 
ideas  fifty  times,  I  can  justify  myself  by  the  same  authority,  and 
shall  not  want  subjects. 

Still,  as  even  in  this  ferocious  age  I  do  not  abandon  all  literaiy 
pursuits,  I  presume  to  send  your  Lordship  a  composition  of  my  own, 
in  that  ingenious  way  that  was  last  in  vogue  before  martial  f^ary 
quite  expelled  the  Muses.  I  mean  a  charade.  The  word  is  aFrench 
name — la  void.  The  first  part  is  thine,  the  second  part  belongs 
only  to  the  most  foshionable  people,  and  the  whole  belongs  only  to  me. 

Tour  Lordship's  most  devoted, 

Hob.  Walpolb. 

*  Mn.  CUfe'a  brother.— OvirirniOBAH. 
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P.S.  If  your  Lordaidp,  nor  Lady  Haroonrl 
nor  Mr.  Whiihoad  oan  gaen  ihe  oharade»  as 
a  wager  Dmid  can. 


il97.    TO  8IB  HOBAOB  IfAKK. 

Strawberry  ffiU,  OeL  tB,  178S. 

SiN€8  I  wrote  last,  I  hare  reoeived  yours  of  October  5ih,  when 
you  did  not  not  know  the  demolition  of  the  Spanish  floating 
batteries;  which  surprises  mcy  as  it  happened  on  the  13th  of 
September,  and  I  had  learnt  it  on  the  30th,  though  certainly  I  take 
no  trouble  to  get  intelligence^  but  am  here  quite  ignorant  of  all  that 
passes.  By  the  common  newspapers  I  see  that  the  raismg  of  the 
Siege  is  still  beUeved,  and  that  no  account  is  receiyed  yet  of  Lord 
Howe,  for  which  the  public  is  as  impatient  as  it  is  at  present  for 
anything ;  which  is,  because  it  is  the  chief  object  of  the  moment. 
The  public  does  not  &tigue  its  memory,  or  penetration,  or  anxiety, 
with  aught  beyond  what  is  exactly  before  its  eyes.  I,  in  deference 
to  the  mode,  and  weary  of  having  seen  so  much  pass  before  mine  for 
above  sixty  years  together,  have  still  greater  indiiOference,  as  becomes 
me ;  and,  since  the  nation  cares  so  little  about  its  own  aflhirs,  I  do 
not  think  that  a  veteran  half-superannuated  has  anything  to  do  with 
them,  and  accordingly  the  echo  suffices  for  me. 

I  smiled  at  my  nephew  the  Earl's  giving  you  so  good  an  account 
of  my  health.  It  is  a  true  one ;  but  he  must  have  shot  his  know- 
ledge of  it  flying ;  for  he  only  saw  me  as  our  chaises  passed  each 
other,  as  he  was  going  to  take  leave  of  his  mother  i^  Hampton 
Oourt :  but  do  not  mention  this.  When  people  come  to  me,  they 
are  welcome ;  when  they  stay  away,  they  are  welcome  too :  I  make 
myself  very  easy  about  most  things.  When  I  was  young,  I  had 
ficmie  unpl^Mant  uncles  :  now  I  am  old,  I  have  not  much  joy  in  my 
nephews.  Very  possibly  I  am  not  a  pleasant  unde  to  them,  but  at 
least  I  do  not  interfere  with  their  pleasing  themselves ;  and  so,  when 
we  do  meet,  we  are  upon  very  good  terms.  I  aim  at  nothing  but 
perfect  tranquillity;  and  am  so  fortimate,  that,  if  nothing  disturbs 
me,  my  own  temper  never  does.  I  carefblly  avoid  everything  that 
oan  create  any  disquiet  to  me.  Old  folks  axe  easily  forgotten,  if  they 
will  but  have  ihe  sense  not  to  put  the  worldin  mind  of  them.  This 
is  a  &vourite  maxim  of  mine ;  I  practise  it  very  carefally,  and  I 
assure  you  it  answers  to  my  sovereign  contentment    I  find  it  one 
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of  1ii0  eomfbrto  of  old  age»  ISbat,  if  o&o  liaa  hoaifdal  6Kp«rienae»  one 
niay  Uto  upon  it  vtiy  agreeably  in  €fotfn  latter  tima.  One  eaa 
execute  one's  maxims  and  good  resolutions.  In  youth,  our  pnaniani 
interpose  and  counteract  them ;  but  what  hinders  an  old  man  from 
acting  rationally,  if  he  pleases  P  In  truth,  I  think  myself  Tery 
happy :  I  have  gout  enough  to  serre  as  an  easouse  for  anything  I 
don't  like  to  do,  and  I  h$,Ye  health  enough  to  allow  me  to  do  alll 
desire  to  do.  I  am  not  so  infirm  as  to  be  a  prisoner ;  I  am  grown 
indolent  enough  to  think  idleness  palatable,  and  yet  can  and  Uke 
to  amuse  myself.  I  perceive  a  gradual  decay  of  my  fiumlties ;  whieb 
perception,  since  it  is  well-founded,  is  a  MLoity,  as  ignorance  of  it 
might  befaray  me  into  exposing  mysdf ;  and  I  reflect  witli  satis- 
&ction,  that,  if  my  present  ease  should  leave  me,  it  cannot  be 
for  long. 

I  could  have  nothing  else  to  say,  when  I  have  talked  about  myself 
for  a  whole  page ;  but  if  to  a  friend  of  above  forty  years'  standing  a 
portrait  of  my  wrinkles  would  be  an  acceptable  present,  why  should 
not  the  picture  of  my  miiid  be  so  f  I  think  such  a  drawing  one  (ji 
the  few  things  desirable :  I  cannot  interest  myself  about  the  young 
world.  The  small  nupiber  of  my  remaining  old  friends,  and  the 
memory  of  the  pa^t,  are  my  most  delicious  enjoyments.  However, 
as  your  life  is  not  chequered  with  so  many  solitary  hours  as  mine, 
you  may  not  have  a  taste  for  sudi  reflections ;  and  flierefere,  when  I 
have  the  leeifit  artide  of  news  to  send  you,  I  will  not  ferget  that  I 
am  your  gazetteer,  ^nd  not  your  philosopher. 


tlfSb    90  THIS  BASL  OP  HABOOUBT.i 

I  ifUKT  trouble  yonv  Lerdship  with  one  word  mxa%  to  aay  how 
infinitely  obliged  I  am  by  your  goodneiip  and  how  aahamed  lik  yovr 
putting  yourself  to  any  inoonvenienoe  on  my  aooount.  I  ooold  nol 
pardon  myself  were  I  not  inie  that  I  should  be  a  greater  inoun* 
branoe  to  you.  I  diould  either  be  omnfined,  or  running  away  fiw 
fear  of  bdng  so,  and  I  know  there  is  nothing  ao  trouUeeome  t^ 
tormenting  others  wifli  whims  about  one's  heaUh. 

I  had  heard  with  eoneem  the  leporis  that  Mtl  Kao.  gave  jmaat 
Lordship,  and  almost  wish  I  could  shut  my  ears  on  tibat  ohaptsft 

'  Kow  firai  pabUahed.— OumiissBAV. 


iTtt]  to  iHB  BiiL  or  HmvonD.  M 

Thftt  u|^  sittkejr,  Lofd  €hr^  was  on^  of  ib0  sort  itapertinent 
We  luiVe  hud  a  spng  ftom  the  same  boogK  lately  m  my  Mgkboidp* 
hood,  whiih  I  expect  to  see  in  the  pape^  thoogh  I  beUefe  a  mere 
aooident;  ImiMn.  Owmt  ^oa  wHl  probably  Uiink  I  mean  Jffv. 
Fawn)  was  in  sooh  a  eanstemoHan  that  she  published  ii  wherevte 
she  went^  though  it  wds  notfailbg  but  the  chaooe  filing  of  a  pistoL 

I  beliere  I  ^  not  do  eomjdete  jnsiioe  to  tny  own  diarade.  After 
I  had  sealed  my  letter,  I  leodlleoted  that  I  had  owtted  thele  words, 
« andmy  whole,  though  doubfy  thine,  belongs,"  Ac  I  think  it  Teiy 
imporlBDi  to  set  tiiis  zi^t^  as  whatever  relates  to  Tontoo  is  the  law 
and  the  psophets  to  me*  I  ean  prove  it  is  not  tnm  8elf-vaa%,  fbr 
witti  equal  sempulousness  I  must  rejeet  yow  LerdtUp^s  ooaipliaMiit 
ea  my  eovragid*    I  assart  yoU  I  am  bo  heio^  b«t 

A  pony  inieofty  ihiTeriiig  si  a  breeaa 

I  shall  dcilight  itf  Mason^^  alfa^^pieoe.  Is  the  LB^ibb  Who  pasised 
liy  at  ail  Hke  itty  Lord  ci  York  f 

Adieu !  My  best  Lord,  forgive  me,  and  be  assured  how  rei^ 
grateful  I  am  fof  all  your  goodness  to 

Your  most  devoted, 

H.  Walpoijs, 


Xt  piim  LOBD,  OeL  80,  1782. 

I  BBTUilN  yon  Laid  Beaiiohfltmpi's '  pabij^Jet^  and  sfaee  yod 
ordered  me  and  I  prGSdsed  to'  teU  you  mty  ainoeve  opinion  of  it,  I 
win,  though)  I  had  rather  not,  as  I  do  not  love  to  take  upon  me  to 
give  advice.^ 

It  is  eertainly  very  well  writteif  hr  Lord  Beauohani()'8  puipoee 
and  situation  IB  larelond,  but  I  eonleas  I  ilunk  the  less  it  is  seen^  by 
any  one  but  those  to  idiom  it  is  addressed  the  better.  Th^e  does 
not  seem  tome  to  be^an  argument  in  it  in  &vour  of  the  freedom  and 
independence  of  Ireland,  that  is  not  equally  applicable  to  Ammett. 
Those  pslosipleb  are  eternal  and  unalterable;  and  will  it  not  be 
asked,  how  they  are  true  with  regard  to  Ireland  and  were  not  so 
towards  America?    Will  it  not  be  asked  whether  Ireland  has  not 

*  Kow  fint  pabliBhed  from  a  copy  in  Wtlpole'a  own  handwriting.— CmnmroRiM. 

*  Fnnds  Seymour  Conway,  Yiflconnt  Beanehamp,  afterwards,  1798,  the  leoond 
MarqniB  of  Hertfoid.    He  ^ed  in  1822.    This  letter  is  to  his  frther.— OraimoBAK. 
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Bflserted  its  own  independence  on  infinitely  lees  proroeaiion  than 
America.  I  think  boiih  ooimtriee  are  in  ihe  rig^t ;  but  hy  wbai 
distinction  can  the  cause  of  the  one  and  the  other  be  dieeriminated, 
except,  as  I  said,  by  Ireland's  canse  being  weaker  than  that  of 
America  P 

I  certainly  am  f^ad  Lord  Beanchanqi  dedares  so  stron^y  in 
£eivoar  of  liberty  against  prerogative.  He  never  can  grow  an  advocate 
for  the  latter,  or  his  own  pamphlet  will  be  a  tenriUe  witness  against 
him. 

There  is  one  point  in  which  I  do  not  agree  with  him.  His 
mumbles  the  case  of  the  Revolution  too  tenderly.  Modem  Tories 
want  to  make  it  a  unique  case;  that  is  not  true,  for  whenever 
oppression  has  driven  a  naticm  to  vindicate  their  rights  ilie  case  has 
happened ;  and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  a  unique  case  in  futurity  more 
than  it  was  in  past  times:  that  is  whiohl  doubt  will  happen,  when  any 
country  shall  be  tyrannised ;  and  though  the  servility  of  lawyers 
may  have  kept  the  precedent  out  of  their  books,  thank  GodI  it  will 
not  be  forgotten.    America  has  shown  it  was  not 

I  have  no  scruple  of  speaking  thus  freely  to  your  Lordship ;  you 
know  I  have  never  varied  in  my  principles,  and  I  have  lived  to  have 
the  saiisfiiction  of  seeing  those  principles  triumphant  Lreland 
having  adopted  them  will  become  a  great  and  flourishing  country, 
and  nothing  but  the  revival  of  them  here  can  restore  this  island  to 
any  part  of  the  splendour  which  it  had  acquired  by  pursuing  them. 
Lord  Beauchamp  will  do  himself  and  his  family  honour  by  adhering 
to  those  principles,  now  incorporated  with  the  constitution  of  L^land. 
England  is  disgraced,  is  sunk,  by  having  embraced  the  contrary 
despicable  syst^.  Allow  me  to  add,  that  of  all  politicians  a 
politician  author  is  most  bound  to  adhere  to  the  principles  he  has 
professed  in  print,  for  even  posterity  in  that  case  can  call  him  to 
account  I  confess  it  was  to  give  Lord  Beauchamp  this  useful  hint, 
that  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  saying  so  much,  and  I  am  sure  I 
cannot  show  my  regard  for  him  so  honourably,  as  by  saying  any- 
thing that  may  do  credit  to  his  character.  Anybody  can  flatter- 
nobody  should — a  friend,  never. 

Iam«&a 


ItMLl  TO  THB  OOUlSmSS  OF  OSBORT.  M 


Saoa    TO  THB  OOUNTBSa  Of  0680BT. 

Skuwbmft$ffiU,Nmk  8»  1783. 

OuB  mutoal  silenoe,  Madam,  has  liad  pretty  nearly  the  same 
cause,  want  of  matter ;  for  fhough  my  nominal  wife.  Lady  Browne, 
lias  not  left  me  like  your  Lord,  I  have  led  almost  as  nneventful  a 
life  as  yonr  Ladyship  in  your  lonely  woods,  exoept  that  I  haTe  been 
for  two  days  in  town,  and  seen  Mrs.  Siddons.*  She  pleased  me 
1)6yond  my  expectation,  but  not  up  to  the  admiration  of  the  tan,  two 
or  three  of  whom  were  in  the  same  box  with  me ;  particolarly 
Mr.  Boothby,  who,  as  if  to  disclaiTn  the  stoic  apathy  of  Mr.  Meadows 
in  'Cecilia,'  was  all  bravissimo.  Mr.  Crawford,  too,  asked  me  if  I  did 
not  think  her  the  best  actress  I  ever  saw  ?  I  said,  **  By  no  means ; 
we  old  folks  were  apt  to  be  prejudiced  in  &yoiir  of  oar  first  impres- 
sions.'' She  is  a  good  figure,  handsome  enough,  though  neither 
nose  nor  chin  according  to  the  Ghreek  standard,  beyond  which  both 
advance  a  good  deaL  Her  hair  is  either  red,  or  she  has  no  objection 
to  its  being  thought  so,  and  had  used  red  powder.  Her  yoice  is 
clear  and  good ;  but  I  thought  she  did  not  vary  its  modulations 
enough,  nor  ever  approach  enough  to  the  &miliar — ^but  this  may 
come  when  more  habituated  to  the  Awe  of  the  audience  of  the 
capital.  Her  action  is  proper,  but  with  littie  yariety ;  when  without 
motion,  her  arms  are  not  genteel.  Thus  you  see.  Madam,  all  my 
objections  are  very  trifiing ;  but  what  I  really  wanted,  but  did  not 
find,  was  originality,  whidi  announces  genius,  and  without  both 
which  I  am  never  intrinsically  pleased.  All  Mrs.  Siddons  did, 
good  sense  or  good  instruction  might  give.  I  dare  to  say,  that  were 
I  one-and-twenty,  I  should  have  thought  her  marvellous ;  but  alas ; 
I  remember  Mrs.  Porter  and  the  Bumesnil — and  remember  every 
accent  of  the  former  in  the  very  same  part.  Yet  this  is  not  entirely 
prejudice :  don't  I  equally  recollect  the  whole  progress  of  Lord 
Chatham  and  Charles  Townshend,  and  does  it  hinder  my  thinking 
Mr.  Fox  a  prodigy  P — ^Pray  don't  send  him  this  paragraph  too. 

I  am  not  laying  a  courtiy  trap,  nor  at  sixiy-five  projecting,  like  the 
old  Duke  of  Newcastie,  to  be  in  favour  in  the  n^  reign.    My  real 

^  He  law  lier  m  laabelU  in  Soaiheme'a  tragedy  of  '  The  Fatal  Maniage,  or  the 
InBooent  Adultery/  one  of  her  great  parte.  Walpole  waa  wvj  young  when  he  aai 
Mxa,  Porter  in  the  aame  part— GurauoBAii. 


meditations  are  on  objects  mnoh  more  proper  to  my  age.  A  letter 
I  have  just  received  from  Lord  Bnohan  informs  me  o^  probaUy, 
much  more  splendid  courts  than  the  little  tottering  ruined  palace  in 
St.  James's-streei  Somebody  at  Bath  (whose  name  I  cannot  read  I) 
has  made  a  telescope  thai  magnifies  a  celestial  object  6460  tunes, 
by  which  he  finds  that  the  new  p^et  (which  I  did  not  see  in  tawn 
IQce  Hrs.  Siddons)  is  160  timea  bigger  than  our  little  foot-ball; 
an^d,  as  the  inventor  expects  to  improve  his  instnunea^  much 
farther^  I  suppose  the  new  planet,  will  improve,  iii  proportion. 
Perhaps  I  do  i^ot  tfJk  like  an  optician  or  an  astronomer ;  hxA  think. 
Madam,  what  exquisite  passes  the  new  planetarians  must  have, 
before  tiiey  can  have  any  idea  of  our  existing  at  all  I  WetL,  but  as 
those  160  times  bigger  folks  may  have  remained  in  as  profound 
ignorance  a3  Sir  Joseph  Banks'  friends  or  Captain  Cook%  I^ow 
clever  is  it  in  U9  invisible  pismires  to  have  invented  telescopes  ^d 
calculated  their  size!  I  have  often  asked  myself  whither  the 
myriads  that  are  continually  swept  from  our  earth  are  to  be  trans- 
ported? Now,  as,  human  pride  concludes  that  the  universal  system 
was  made  for  little  us,  here  is  a  receptacle  large  enough — at  lea^, 
that  planet  may  know  of  others  within  reach,  and  not  above  some 
millions  of  miOions  of  miles  o£  Now  stoop.  Madam,  as  many 
millions  of  miles  as  all  these  distanced  make,  and  let  us  talk  oiT 
Gibraltar.  Oh  I  what  an  atom  I  how  can  one  figure  it  little  enough, 
compared  with  what  we  have  be^a  talking  off  Common  sense  is 
lost  in  the  immensity :  I  am  forced  to  look  at  my  window,  and 
persuade  myself  that  Bichmond-hill  is  a  large  object,  before  I  can 
dismount  from  the  stirrups  of  the  telescope,  and  talk  the  usual 
language  of  the  world. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  so  good  an  account  of  Hatfield  from  our  Lord. 
I  have  been  invited  thither;  but  I  have  done  with  terrestrial 
journeys.  I  have  not  philosophy  enough  to  stand  stranger  servants 
staring  at  my  broken  fiugers  at  dinner.  I  hide  myself  like  spaniels 
that  creep  into  a  hedge  to  die ;  yet,  having  preserved  my  eyes  and 
aU  my  teeth,  among  which  is  a  colt's,  not  yet  decayed,  I  treated  it 
and  my  eyes,  not  only  with  Mrs.  Siddons  but  a  harlequin  fruxse. 
But  there  again  my  ancient  prejudices  operated :  how  unlike  the 
pantomimes  of  Rich,  which  were  ftdl  of  wit,  and  coherent,  and 
carried  on  a  story  I  What  I  now  saw  was  Bobinson  Crusoe :  how 
Aristotie  and  Bossu,  had  they  ever  written  on  pantomimes,  would 
swear  t  It  was  a  heap  of  contradictions  and  violations  of  the 
costume.    Friday  is  turned  into  Harlequin,  and  fidla  down  at  an 
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olcl  mw'6  fyet  iM  I  tooki  <br  ^aatriow,  Imt  tkegr  told  me  it  wis 
ilTKiay'A  ibthen    I  said,  '' lliea  it  nwt  b^  T^id^/' yet  siill  it 
seemed  to  be  Pantaloon*  l^i/de^Imiw^^Bi^Aw^^ 
to  a  liarle<iiiixi — &roe  I 

Your  new  yisitory  I  hope.  Madam,  has  carried  yon  to  Drayton. 
It  is  a  most  yenerable  heap  of  ngliness,  with  many  onrions  bits. 
There  is  a  modem  colonnade  erected  by  Sir  John  Germaine/  the 
pillars  of  which,  aoooidixig  to  his  usual  ignosancey  were  at  first, 
as  Lady  Suffolk  told  me,  set  up  with  their  capitals  downwards, 
supposing  them  pedestals. 

I  condole  your  loss  of  an  did  servant;  I  know  no  mot^  of 
Gibraltar  than  you  have  seen  in  the  papers.  My  BussiaBS  did 
come  to  breakfast,  but  understood  Strawberry  so  little,y  that  I 
thought  it  never  before  was  so  mudi  the  nurse — 

cT  Ctotluv  tf  AlMp,  aod  tf  H  vaa 

I  am  very  uncertain  when  I  shall  settle  in  london,  but  think  I 
must  in  a  fortnight,  when  Mr.  Duane  wilL  He  replaces  Mr.  Morrice 
for  Cav.  MozzL  Mr.  BuU,  whom  I  saw  in  town,  teDs  me  poor 
Morrice  is  not  at  all  better  and  thinks  of  Naples.  I  direct  to 
AmpthilL 

F.S.  Lord  Budian,  who  tells  me  a  vast  deal  about  <nir  aatiquariaoi 
society  at  Edinburgh,  and  generally  asks  me  many  questiuig  about 
past  ages,  has  sent  me  two  franks,  that  my  knowledge  may  cost  him 
no  more  than  it  is  wortL  Does  your  Ladyship  know  that  Lord 
Monboddo  has  twice  proposed  to  Mrs.  GhrriokP  She  re&sed  him ; 
I  don't  know  whether  because  he  says  in  his  book  thatnien  were 
bom  with  tails,  or  because  they  have  lost  them. 

The  following  is  an  extract  (I  think  you  will  like  it)  troax  a  letter 
of  Lord  Mansfield  to  Monsieur  Limon,  who,  Gerbier  being  iU^ 
pleaded  and  carried  the  cause  of  Miss  Hamilton  against  Parson 
Beresford,  and  sent  \n&plaidoyer  to  his  Lordship.  **  Vaus  (WMpriSp 
Monsieur,  le  rdle  destine  d  Monsieur  Gferbier,  ei  vom  Fa/vesk  remplace. 
On  ne  s^est  point  apper^  de  Fabsence  d'AUas,  quand  k  fatrdeau  a  iU 
tatUenupar  Hercule." 

The  French,  I  conclude,  Lord  Stormonfs ;  and  the  ihought  too 
perhaps — it  is  pena^h  la  Frangoiee. 

I  have  seen  the  pkridoyer;   it  begins  wilh  setting  forth  that 

'  See  ToL  U  p.  95.— CnnruraBAM. 
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Mr.  Hamiltoiiy  Che  firfiier  of  BCflB,  is  in  the  line  of  soooenion  to  die 
crown  of  Scotland;  and  in  three  linee  more  I  fonnd  tliat  flds 
Scottish  princess  liyed  at  Pinner — a  Tillage  ynlgar  enough  ibr  so 
highborn  a  heroine  I 


ttOl.    TO  SIB  HOJUOB  MAirV. 

The  great  news  of  the  relief  of  Gibraltar  by  Lord  Howe  airiTed 
this  day  se'nnight,  and  of  the  dispersion  of  the  combined  fleets  by  a 
stormy  in  which  they  lost  two  or  three  ships,  and  we  none.  This  is 
a  fine  reproof  to  his  Spanish  Majesty's  obstinacy.  What  pitifid 
beings  are  monarchs,  when  they  ino6k  their  heads  against  windi 
and  seas— yet  eren  then,  alas,  they  knock  other  heads  too  I  There 
is  something  sublime  in  this  little  island,  beset  wifli  foes,  calmly 
despatching  its  own  saf(^;aard  to  maintAin  sosOi  a  distant  posseesicNL 
I  do  not  desire  a  codicil  with  a  victory,  which  mnst  be  dearly 
bought :  there  would  be  dignity  enough  in  returning,  after  baying 
performed  the  intended  service.  For  these  two  days,  indeed,  there 
has  been  the  report  of  a  battle  muiok  in  our  favour,  iliough.  witili 
the  loss  of  six  ships ;  but  I  hear  it  is  not  credited  in  LondoiL 

Tou  are  going  to  lose  your  neighbour,  Lord  Mountstuart:  he 
is  no  fiurther  off  than  Turin.  They  talk  of  some  fracas  of  gallantry ; 
but  whether  that  was  the  cause,  or  politics,  I  am  totally  ignorant* 
I  know  nothing  but  what  the  newspapers  tell  me,  or  stn^lers  from 
town.  Lord  Northington  is  the  successor.  I  am  little  acquainted 
with  him ;  but  he  is  a  decent,  good  sort  of  man.' 

The  Parliament  wiU  meet  in  three  weeks ;  which  must  have  some 
novelty,  when  the  Administration  is  a  new  one.  I  wish  it  may  be 
as  new  by  being  pacific,  and  not  talk  of  one  campaign  more.  I  do 
not  forget  how  often  I  have  ended  my  letters  with  wishes  for  peace 
— almost  as  frequently  as  Lord  Chesterfield  talks  of  the  Oraces: 
however,  peace  must  come  sooner  or  later,  which  the  Graces  never 
did  to  his  Cub. 

^  Lord  Monntoiiuurt  had  Just  inooeeded  to  bte  rich  rerwrioiuury  ofloe  of  one  of  tlM 
Andiion  of  the  Imprefts,  and  his  ftttenduioe,  in  Angland  tt  ImMi,  was  nnnniMirj 

CnVVIVOHAM. 

'  Robert,  leoond  Earl  of  Northington.  The  appointment  allnded  to  did  not  tak* 
place.    His  Lordship  died  onmanied  in  17S6,  when  the  Utle  expired.— WAiiTouk 


i7as.]  to  THB  unr.  mb.  ooia  sd9 


noi    TO  THB  BIT.  WILLIAM  OOLB.* 

8lrmpbmryHili,Jlh9,$plT9L 

I  HAD  hegan,  a  letter  in  answer  to  another  peiBony  which  I  haye 
broken  off  on  reoeiTing  yooiSy  dear  Sir.  I  amexoeedinglyoonoemed 
at  the  bad  aoooont  you  giye  of  yourself;  and  yet»  on  weig^iing  it» 
I  flatter  mysdf  that  you  are  not  only  oat  of  all  danger,  but  have 
bad  a  fortimate  orisisy  which  I  hope  will  prolong  your  life.  A  boil 
suimounted  is  a  present  fixxm  nature  to  us,  wbo  are  not  boys:  and 
though  you  speak  as  weary  of  li&  firom  sufkrings,  and  yet  with 
proper  resignation  and  philosophy,  it  does. not  frighten  me,  as  I 
know  that  any  bumour  and  gathering,  even  in  the  gam,  is  strangely 
dispiriting.  I  do  not  write  merely  fixxm  sympathising  friendship, 
but  to  beg  that  if  your  boil  is  not  dosed  or  heading,  you  wiU  let  me 
know;  for  the  bark  is  essential,  yet  yery  difiScalt  to  bave  genuine. 
My  apothecary  here,  I  belieye,  has  some  yery  good,  and  I  will  send 
you  some  direoQy. 

I  will  thank  you,  but  not  trouble  you  with  an  account  of  myselfl 
I  bad  no  fit  of  the  gout,  nor  any  new  complaint;  but  it  is  with  the 
utmost  difSculty  I  keep  the  humour  firom  laming  me  entirely, 
especially  in  my  hands,  which  are  a  mine  of  chalk-stones ;  but,  as 
Ihisy  discharge  themselyes,  I  flatter  myself  they  preyent  beayier 
attacks. 

I  do  take  in  the  '  European  Maga2dne,' and  think  it  in  general  one 
ofthebest  Ifbrgotwhat  was  said  of  me:  sometimes  I  am  corrected, 
sometimes  flattered,  and  care  for  neither.  I  haye  not  seen  the  answer 
to  Mr.  Warton,  but  will  send  for  ii 

I  shall  not  be  sorry  on  my  own  account  if  Dr.  Lort  quits  Lambeth, 
and  comes  to  Sayille-row,  which  is  in  my  neighbourhood ;  but  I  did 
not  think  a  wife  was  the  stall  where  he  would  set  up  his  staff. 

Ton  haye  giyen  me  the  only  reason  wby  I  cannot  be  quite  sorry 
{hat  you  do  not  print  what  you  had  prepared  for  the  press.  No 
kind  intention  towards  me  from  you  surprises  me — but  then  I  want 
no  new  proofe.  My  wish,  for  whateyer  shall  be  the  remainder  of 
my  life,  is  to  be  quiet  and  forgotten.  Were  my  course  to  recom- 
nienoe,  and  one  could  think  in  youth  as  one  does  at  sixty-fiye,  I  haye 

>  Wftlpole'a  last  letter  to  Cole.    Cole  died  l«th  De&,  1T88.— CvmmBAV. 
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no  notion  I  ahoold  liaTe  oonnge  to  appear  as  an  author.  Do  yon 
know,  too»  that  I  look  on  fione  now  as  tiie  idlest  of  all  Tisions  P  bat 
this  theme  would  lead  me  too  £ur. 

I  eoUeot  a  n^  oomfort  from  your  letter*  The  wrtting  is  modi 
better  than  in  most  of  your  latest  letters.  If  your  pain  were  not 
oeaaad#  yon  oodd  not  hare  Ibnned  yonr  letters  so  distincily.  I  will 
not  say  more,  lest  I  should  dianr  you  into  greater  fiitigfio  ;  lei  me 
have  hut  a  sin^  line  in  answer. 

Youra  mofi  eeidiattjr. 


tm.  vo  vHi  comraBBS  of  oeaoBX 

iTov.  8, 1781 

I  BEO  your  Ladyship's  pardon*  but  I  oannot  refirain  from  sending 
you  a  oodioil  to  my  last  I  have  taken  to  astronomy,  now  the  soak 
is  enlaxged  enough  to  satisfy  my  taste,  who  Ioyo  gigantio  ideas— do 
not  be  afiraid ;  I  am  not  going  to  write  a  seoond  part  ta  tha  '  Gastle 
of  Otranto/  nor  another  account  of  the  Patageniana  who  inhabit  Am 
new  BrobcEgnag  planet ;  though  I  do  not  believe  thai  a  worli 
160  times  bigger  than  ouis  is.  inhabited  by  pig^esF— &ej  would 
do  very  well  for  eur  page»  the  moon* 

I  have  been  reading  Lord  Buchaa's  letter  again.  Bei  teOsr  ma 
that  Mr.  What-d'ye-oall-him,  at  Bath,  says  that'  the  newphast^s 
orbit  is  eighty  of  our  years.  Now,  if  their  days  am  in  propoBrtaon  it 
their  year,  as  our  days  are  to  our  year,  a  day  in  the  new  planatmoit 
oontain  1920  houia ;  and  yet,  I  dare  to  8ay»  some  of  tiboa  inhabitants 
complain  of  the  shortness  of  the  days.  I  may  err  in  my  oalodLationi^ 
for  I  am  a  wofiil  anthmeticLai^  and  nearer  oould  learxv  my  multi- 
plication table ;  but  no  matter,  one  largo  sum  is  a»  good  as  another. 
How  one.  should  smile  tO' hear  the  Duchess  of  Devonafaiie  of  tha  new 
planetci^,. '' L(Nrd  I  you  would  not  go  to  dinner  jet^surel  it  is  bat 
fifteen  hundred  o'doc^I ''  or  some  Miss^i — ''Ahl  that  siqwrannnated 
old  firight,.I'U  lay  a  wiager  she's  a  year  old.''  But  stay;  here  I 
don't  go  by  my  own  rule  of  proportion,  I  ought  to  suppose  thdr  livea 
adeq;nate  to  their  siza  Wdl,  any  way,  ona  might  bdld  yery  enter- 
taining hypotheses  on  tixis  new  diBOOvezjiu 

The  plimefs  difltance.  from  the  sun  is  1,710,000,000  of  miles— 
I  revere  a  telescope's  eyes  that  can  see  so  fisir  I  What  pity  that 
no  Newton  should  have  thought  of  improving  instruments  for 
hearing  too  I    If  a  gjiaeB  can  penetrato  1^710,000,000  of  miles 
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bqrtmd  fhe  mm,  how  easy  to  farm  a  tmmpet  like  Sir  Joshua 

RevnoldB'fl,*  br  ^^uch  <me  might  OTeihettr  irhat  is  said  in  Mereorv 
and  Veniiiy  uiat  are  within  a  stone's  thxow  of  ns  I    Welli  saoh 

things  will  be  diseoyered— but  alas  I  we  liye  in  such  an  early  age  of 

the  worid,  that  no&ing  is  brought  to  any  perfection  I    I  don't  doubt 

but  there  will  be  invented  spying^glasses  for  seeing  the  thoughts—* 

and  then  a  new  kind  of  stoooo  for  eonoealing  them ;  but  I  return  to 

my  new  fiiTouritey  astronomy.    Do  but  think,  Madami  how  fortunate 

it  is  for  us  that  disooveries  are  not  reciprocal.    If  our  superiors  of 

the  great  jdanets  were  to  dabble  in  such  minute  researches  as  we 

make  by  microscopes,  how  wiih  their  infinitely  greater  facilities, 

they  might  destroy  us  for  a  morning's  amusement  I    They  might 

impale  our  littie  globe  on  a  pin's  point,  as  we  do  a  flea,  and  take 

the  eQrrQD,t  of  the  Cbnges  or  Oroonoko  for  the  circulation  of  our 

Uood — ^for  with  all  due  respect  for  philosophy  of  all  sorts,  I  humbly 

appi^end  that  when  people  wade  beyond  their  sphere,  they  make 

egregious  blunders  —  at  least  we  do,  who  are  not  accustomed  to 

them.    I  am  so  Tulgar,  that  when  I  hear  of  17,000,000  of  m^es,  I 

flmqy  astronomers  compute  by  liTres  like  the  Frendi,  and  not  by 

pounds  sterling,  I  mean,  not  by  miles  sterling.    Nay,  as  it  is  but 

two  days  that  I  have  grown  wise,  I  have  another  whim.    I  took  it 

into  my  head  last  night  that  our  antediluvian  ancestors,  who  are 

said  to  have  lived  many  hundred  years,  were  not  inhabitants  of  this 

earth  but  of  the  new  planet,  whence  might  come  the  account,  which 

we  believe  came  from  heaven.    Whatever  came  from  the  skies, 

where  the  new  planet  lives,  would,  in  the  apprehension  of  men  at 

fliat  time,  be  deemed  to  come  ttom  heaven.    Now,  if  a  patriarch 

lived  ten  of  their  years,  which  may  be  the  term  of  their  ezistencei 

and  which  accordbg  to  our  computetion  make  800  of  our  yearSi. 

he  was  pretty  nearly  of  the  age  of  Methusalem ;  for  what  signifies 

a  fraction  of  an  hundred  yean  or  so  f — ^Yet  I  offer  this  only  as  a 

conjecture ;  nor  will  I  weary  your  Ladyship  with  more,  though  I 

am  not  a  little  vain  of  my  new  speculations. 

Apropos  to  millions,  have  you  heard,  Madam,  of  the  Prince  de 

Guemend's  breaking  for  28,000,000  of  livres  P     Would  not  one 

tliink  it  was  a  debt  contracted  by  the  two  Foleys  P'    I  know  o^ 


>  8lr  JMhiis^wM.T«3rdasf>^ 

Whm  Hie  J  iilk'd  oC  tlMir  Bn^iuMlt,  Oomggi0%  and  itofl; 
He  ihified  hia  trumpet^  aad  only  took  vadL^QiMtmiQip  BeiuUaUim, 
— CvnnrsHAii. 
'  See  voL  Yi,p.  8a4.--Ginnmmua, 
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anotlier  Prince  de  Guemen^  who  liyed,  I  fhink,  earij  in  flie  re^ii 
of  LoiuB  Qnatorzey  and  had  a  great  deal  of  wii  His  wife  was  a 
iovanie.  One  day,  he  met  ooming  out  of  her  doeet  an  old  Jew  (not 
each  as  the  pres^  Prince  and  the  Foleys  deal  wiih,  bat),  quite  in 
rags,  and  half  stark.  The  Prince  asked  who  he  was  ?  The  Princess 
replied  scomfnUy,  **  maia  il  me  montre  rhebreu.** — **  Eh  hkn!*  said 
the  Prince,  "^  bief^UU  il  vau»  montrera  son  culJ* — ^I  hope  this  story, 
if  yon  did  not  know  it»  will  make  amends  for  the  rest  of  my 
rhapsody. 


S204.    TO  THE  COUNTBSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

StrwAerry  ffiU,  Kcm.  10, 1781 


I  AM  yery  happy  that  my  illnstrations  of  the  new  planet, 
you  call  anonymons,  amused  your  Ladyship  and  Lady  Anne  for  a 
moment  in  our  Lord's  absence ;  but  I  do  not  intend  to  overload  you 
with  them ;  I  assure  you  the  inventor  has  christened  it  Me  Oeorgicm 
— ^whether  in  imitation  of  the  constellation  named  Charleses  Warn, 
or  to  console  his  Majesty  with  new  dominions  in  lieu  of  those  he  has 
lost,  I  do  not  know.  I  was  happy  to  be  planet^trud^  as  you  so 
properly  call  it ;  for  having  totfdly  abandoned  politios  and  author- 
ship, I  catoh  at  any  whim  that  will  occupy  me  for  a  day  or  two  and 
stop  a  gap  in  my  correspondences.  Lord  Ossory  asks  very  reasonably 
why  I  correspond  with  Lord  Buchan — because  I  cannot  help  it  now 
and  then :  I  am  his  Tom  Heame,  and  he  will  extract  firom  me  what- 
ever in  the  course  of  my  antiquarian  dips  I  have  picked  up  about 
Scottish  kings  and  queens,  for  whom  in  truth  I  never  cared  a  straw. 
I  have  tried  everything  but  being  rude  to  break  off  the  intercourse ; 
and  sometimes  go  as  near  the  line  aj9 1  can  by  smiling.  My  last 
answer  was  of  that  kix^ :  I  humbly  pointed  out  an  error  of  the 
press  in  the  first  number  of  the  'Memoirs'  of  their  sodefy  which 
he  sent  me.  On  the  reverse  of  a  medal  of  their  vestal  martyr. 
Queen  Mary,  they  have  printed  Saiyr  for  fiSoJ^yr— and  I  terrified 
myself  lest  it  should  be  construed  into  an  intended  aspersion  I 

My  last  diversion  has  been  of  a  different  nature  from  star-gazing. 
Mrs.  Hobart,  last  Friday,  invited  me  to  her  play,  at  Ham  Common. 
I  went,  because  Mr.  Conway  and  Lady  Aylesbury,  and  Mrs.  Darner, 
were  for  that  purpose  at  Lady  Cecilia  Johnstone's,  and  I  had  not 
seen  them  for  an  age.    I  was  extremely  pleased,  especially  with  the 
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after-peoe.  The  play  was  'All  in  the  Wrongs' '  and  a  yfle  thing 
it  is :  there  are  three  couple,  aU  equally  jealous,  with  no  discrimi- 
nation of  character.  It  is  like  two  looking-glasses  that  reflect  each 
other  Without  end.  Mrs.  Hobart  played  admirably,  and  most 
genteelly,  which  was  yery  refreshings  as  one  never  sees  anything 
like  a  woman  of  fashion  on  the  stage.  Her  three  daughters  all  did 
welL  A  Mr.  Fury  is  cried  up  as  a  miracle :  he  was  not  so  in  my 
eyes.  Col.  Gardner,  who  is  not  liked,  was,  I  iliought,  little  in&rior, 
yet  but  middling ;  but  in  the  *  Ghiardian,'  *  all  was  perfect  The 
eldest  Miss  Hobart,  so  lovely  and  so  modest,  was  not  acting,  she  was 
the  thing  itself.  There  was  an  Irish  Mr.  Arabin,  from  Sir  William 
East's  theatre,  incomparable  in  the  undo.  His  own  brogue  added 
exceedingly,  and  a  Colonel  Tims,  being  a  very  weU-looking  man, 
and  playing  most  justly,  made  the  story  very  probable. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  good  company  collected  from  ilie 
environs,  and  even  from  London,  but  so  armed  with  blunderbusses 
that  when  the  servants  were  drawn  up  after  the  play,  you  would 
have  thought  it  had  been  a  midnight  review  of  conspirators  on  a 
heath.  There  were  Lord  and  Lady  North  and  their  fionily,  the 
Seftons,  Lucans,  Duncamions,  Lady  Maries  Coke  and  Lowther, 
Lords  Qraham  and  Palmerston,  Lady  Bridget  ToUemache  and  her 
sister,  the  T.  Pitts,  and  the  two  Storers.  There«  too,  I  saw  Mrs. 
Johnston,  the  Portugu-EngUshwoman,  that  was  called  such  a 
beauty:  she  is  a  fine  figure,  but  not  handsome,  though  too  good 
for  such  a  brutal  swine. 

V  Tou  are  very  kind  about  my  nieces.  Madam;  but  I  do  not  believe 
there  was  the  least  intention  of  hurt  to  them.  The  gentlemen  were 
cleaning  their  pistols  at  the  window  of  the  Toy,'  and  discharged 
them  as  the  girls  were  going  by.  Mrs.  Eeppel  took  an  alarm ;  and 
much  less  frdUng  on  such  a  sofl  as  Hampt(m  Court  wiU  bring  forth 
Ues  an  hundred  fold.  Lady  Chewton  looked  remarkably  well  at  her 
retom  from  Weymouth ;  I  know  nothing  of  her  since. 

I  had  begun  this  letter  at  Strawberry  on  Sunday  nighty  just 
before  I  went  to  bed :  my  reveil  was  shocking ;  an  express  brought 

'  A  comedy  bj  Arthur  Murphy. — CummraHAM . 

*  A  oomedy  in  two  acti  by  Darid  Garrick.—  CuwmvQEAU, 

>  A  tftTcm,  80  called,  at  Hampton  Oonrt — CmiRivoHAif. 
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Me  twm  of  ^  dbalh  bf  Ladj  fiartibrd  t  *  I  trafy  toved  her,  aIm 
had  been  inyftriably  kind  to  me  for  forty  years.  Ske  had  been 
teized  on  Ihe  preceding  Sunday  with  a  ndbnt  oongh  and  spiitiiig 
o£  Hood,  and  left  IMtton  on  fhe  Taesday  for  fear  of  bemg  oonfined 
in  fhat  damp  spot,  which  has  been  her  deaiL  Lady  Aylesbury  mm 
her  on  Friday  moniing  and  thought  her  very  ill^  and  I  had  deter- 
mined to  come  to  her  yesterday  morning,  but  heard  the  omel  oTont 
before  I  could  set  out;  it  was  an  inflammation  in  her  bowels,  but 
as  on  Friday  she  had  had  no  physician,  I  could  not  oonceiTe  her 
in  danger.  The  moment  I  arrived  I  sent  to  know  if  Lord  Heitfoid 
would  see  me ;  he  said  he  would  in  the  eTeaiing«  I  went,  but  met 
his  son  Henry  in  the  hall,  who  said  his  fother  could  not  bear  the 
interview.  Alas  I  this  was  a  relief  to  me :  I  had  amassed  resolutioa 
to  go,  as  it  was  right  I  should,  but  I  behaved  so  wretchedly  at  Ae 
Inght  of  the  son,  that  it  was  weU  I  did  not  see  the  fother  I  Bis  ha 
is  beyond  measure.  She  was  not  only  the  most  a£kctionaie  wh, 
but  the  most  usefiil  one,  and  almost  the  only  person  I  ever  saw  that 
never  neglected  or  put  off,  or  forgot  anything  fliat  was  to  be  done. 
She  was  always  proper,  either  in  the  highest  life  or  in  the  most 
domestia  Her  good  humour  made  both  sit  easy  i  to  h^rsdf  only 
she  gave  disquiet  by  a  temper  so  eiccessively  aflTeotionate.  Li  shor^ 
I  was  witness  to  so  many  virtues  in  her,  that  after  my  Lord  and  her 
children,  I  believe  nobody  r^;rets  her  so  sincerely  as  I  diK  Her 
house  was  one  of  my  few  remaining  habitudes ;  but  those  drawbaeks 
on  long  life  make  its  conclusion  less  unwelcome  I 


>  Hid  Mowing  letter  U  now  lint  pttbllBh^  t^ 

Lmtdelh  Nov.  10^  1789^ 

so  rai  HOVOVBABU  BOEITIO  WALPOLI. 

BiAB  HoBBT,— Witli  a  dagger  in  mj  heart,  which  nothing  in  this  world  oan  eortneii 
I  am  determined  to  exert  all  aiy  feeble  power  to  tell  70a,  who  loved  my  dearert  aad 
belored  Lady  HertCMd,  thai  I  am  upon  the  p<^Bt  of  loiing  her—the  beet  woman,  the 
best  friend,  and  best  wife  that  erer  odsted. 

Do  not  make  me  any  aniwer  and  pity  me ;  I  am  not  able  to  bear  even  the  oondo- 
lenee  of  a  friewL  Tow%  dear  Hony, 

HBBnOBBb 
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saoff.  TO  sm  hoeacb  makk. 

Strawberry  HiU,  ilTov.  10, 1781 

I  DO  not  know  wHefher  yon  are  like  those  auctioneers  who  put 
up  a  lot  at  an  eztrayagant  rate,  and  then,  if  it  'sells  but  for  what  it 
is  worthy  cry,  •'It  is  given  away/'  I,  if  my  footman  goes  on  a 
message  and  executes  it,  am  content ;  I  don't  desire  he  should  have 
Chreshed  another  footman  and  spoiled  his  own  livery.  Lord  Howe 
lias  relieved  and  victualled  Gibraltar,  and  has  been  attacked  by  the 
combined  fleets,  who  did  not  admire  his  reception  of  them ;  made 
him  a  bow  and  retired ;  and  he  is  coming  home  Inthout  the  loss  of 
a  wherry.  I  like  this  better  than  if  he  had  sent  home  the  main- 
mast of  the  Admiral's  ship  to  be  hung  up  in  Westminster  Hall  with 
the  standards  of  Blenheim,  and  had  lost  two  or  three  first-rates. 
The  Bomans,  who  had  some  sense — sometimes — that  is,  when  they 
thought  as  I  do,  loved  to  be  obeyed  au  pied  de  la  hUre.  I  don't  say 
but  Lord  Howe  had  a  plenary  indu^nce  for  demolishing  both 
squadrons,  if  he  coidd;  but  is  not  there  more  grave  dignity  in 
mamhiug  in  £EUse  of  a  very  superior  navy,  maiutaiTiing  a  fortress  on 
their  own  coast,  engaging  that  navy,  obliging  it  to  retire,  and 
walking  home  himself  very  deliberately  P  Add,  the  vexation  of  that 
obstinate  mule  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  ridiculous  flippancies  of 
the  Bourbon  Princes,  and  fliere  appears  to  me  ten  times  more 
majesty  in  such  sedate  triumph  than  in  a  naval  victory.  Superior 
armies  and  fleets  have  been  beaten  by  inconsiderable  numbers ;  but, 
when  a  midtitude  are  baffled  by  a  handful  after  a  mere  skirmish. 
Glory  has  no  true  taste  if  she  does  not  range  herself  on  our  side. 

As  I  am  of  an  age  to  have  made  a  league  with  all  the  sober 
yirtaes,  I  woidd  behave  temperately  on  this  occasion,  and  still  con- 
descend to  offer  peace. 

Western  Europe  has,  upon  the  whole,  made  but  a  foolish  figure  of 
late,  either  in  policy  or  arms.  We  have  flung  away  men,  money, 
and  thirteen  provinces.  Usance  has  been  spiteful,  to  gain  nothing 
but  the  honour  of  mischief.  Spain  has  been  bOmbastly  unsuccessful, 
and  Holland  has  betrayed  imbecility  in  every  lighi  Dr.  Franklin 
may  laugh  at  ue;  but  surely  he  cannot  reverence  his  allies. 

I  am  come  to  town  on  a  very  melancholy  occasion.  Lady  Hertford 

V9b  vm.  X 
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died  the  mghi  before  last  of  an  inflammation  in  her  bowelfly  after  an 
illness  of  only  eight  days.'  Her  loss  to  my  Lord  is  irreparable,  a 
considerable  one  to  society,  and  to  me  a  Tery  sensible  one.  •  She  ma 
not  only  an  inoomparable  wife,  but  oondnoted  all  the  affidrs  of  so 
numerous  a  JBunily  herself;  in  short,  she  had  OTery  domestie  yirtue 
and  a  thousand  good  qualities.  To  me  she  had  at  all  timea  beso 
kind  and  obliging.  I  had  lived  a  great  deal  with  her,  and  it  was 
one  of  the  few  houses  on  which  I  reckoned  for  my  remaining  time. 
It  will  make  a  great  chasm,  as  I  do  not  either  seek  or  encourage 
new  acquaintance— and  almost  all  the  old  are  gone  I  It  is  difficult 
to  stop,  when  common-place  reflections  crowd  on  one's  thoughts  and 
mix  with  one's  sensations ;  but  it  would  not  be  just  to  moralise  to 
yotf,  because  J&eL  You  knew  not  poor  Lady  Hertford;  and  there- 
fore every  one  that  drops  would  be  as  fit  a  subject  to  preach  iqKm. 


SSOS.    TO  THB  lABL  0?  HABOOUBT.* 

I  AM  certainly  Uttle  worthy  of  the  great  honour  you  do  me,  n^ 
best  Lord,  but  I  should  be  utterly  unworthy  of  it  were  I  to  give 
myself  airs  of  intelligence,  or  presume  to  give  you  advice  when  I  am 
totally  in  the  dark.  I  have  not  the  least  idea  of  what  is  to  be  the 
subject  of  the  opening.  My  ignorance  of  what  is  passing  is  extremsb 
for  I  do  not  even  ask  a  question.  By  the  violence  with  which  the 
old  Ministers  or  their  dependents  rave  against  the  independence  of 
America,  Lord  Shelbume,  perhaps,  eiqpects  great  epposition.  If  he 
does,  he  cannot  have  concluded  a  treaty  with  them,  and  unless  they 
oppose  him,  who  is  to  be  apprehended  in  the  House  of  Lords  ?  Hie 
promotion  of  Jeddnson  I  have  only  seen  iu  the  newspapers,  or  from 
those  who  saw  it  there. 

Should  I,  which  is  not  likely,  hear  what  the  speciflc  busineas  is,  I 
will  undoubtedly  acquaint  your  Lordship.  At  this  moment,  I  own 
my  head,  which  has  entirely  forsworn  politics,  is  not  very  capable  of 
attending  to  them.  I  have  lost,  and  very  suddenly,  poor  Lady 
Hertford,  whom  I  sincerely  loved  and  valued,  and  who  has  uk  all 

1  Lady  ArsbelU  Fitooj,  yomigeii  danghter  of  CJharlM,  teoond  Diks  of  Ck■lloi^ 
and  wife  of  [1741]  FraneU  Seymour  Conway,  fixai  Earl  of  Hertford  of  thai  Uae^ 
by  wliom  the  had  leven  lona  and  liz  daoghter^  who  all  lifod  to  be  m&a  aad  wosMa. 
She  was  lady  of  tbe  Bedchamber  to  Qoeen  Obarlotte.— Walvou, 

*  Now  ftnt  imblitlied.-~CfmHni«aAii. 
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FRANCIS     SEYMOUR     CONWAY. 


1781]  TO  THl  UOCSmS  OF  08B0BT.  NT 

UmBB  tiMted  me  most  kindly  fat  tatty  ysan.  Her  loas  to  her 
Imsband  and  frmily  u  irrepftrsble.  I  feel  tor  Qufta,  bat  I  oonfen  I 
feel  the  loes  to  myBelf  too,  teariljr.  I  know  all  lier  great  and  good 
qnalities,  and  time  and  aoddeata  liaTS  rednoed  my  friends  to  so  verj 
email  a  number,  thai  I  neilher  seek,  nor  am  likedy  to  find,  a  saoo»^ 
daneom  of  equal  merit 

I  b^  pardon  for  talking  of  my  own  griefs,  ▼hen  I  ong^t  only  to 
reply  to  yonr  Lordahip.  Why  should  yon  not  oome  for  a  day  and 
judge  for  yonraelfl'  Kobody  has  authority  to  retain  yon.  Buralyyonr 
Ijoidahip  ia  independent  and  unhanutered,  if  any  man  ia  I  Sumld 
the  bnmnefls  be  to  ^prove  Amenoan  independeno^  X  think  ytni 
mmld  be  aony  not  to  give  your  rote  for  it  Bzooae  my  saying  no 
more,  tar  my  heart  is  &1I,  yet  thou^  of  the  dead.  I  oan  nerer  finget 
how  mooh  I  on^t  to  be  and  am,  Ao. 


tan.  TO  THs  comnws  or  ossobt. 

amcbmt  mt.'irm  M,  ITtt. 

ToiTB  Ladyship,  as  ever,  is'good  to  me  both  in  invitiiig  and  in 
excunngme.  OouldIwBitonyou,thegreatmisfortaneof  losingpoor 
Z^y  l^rtfbrd  should  not  detain  me ;  for  as  Lord  Hertford  will  be 
in  ^ifFolk,  I  oonld  be  of  no  use  to  him ;  and  to  be  at  Ampthill  would 
be  much  more  agreeable  than  to  be  in  London,  where  I  hare  lost 
the  house  to  which  for  forty  years  I  went  the  oftenest — but  to' 
London  I  mnst  go  on  Monday  on  different  busineBGes.  One  ia  to 
meet  Lord  Orford's  lawyers  with  Mr.  Doane,  whom  I  have  obtained 
to  replace  Mr.  Uorrioe  as  referee  for  the  suit  between  my  Lord 
and  his  mother's  residuary  legatee,  who  has  been  treated  scauda- 
lonaly,  and  put  off  to  this  moment  I  hare  another  affair  to  settle 
with  the  ohildrai  of  Mr.  Bentley,  who  is  dead,'  and  for  whom  (the 
cihildnn)  I  have  pUoed  a  Tery  small  sum  in  the  fonds,  which  I  am 
now  to  transfer  to  them.  I  will  say  nothing  of  myself  thon^ 
-without  being  confined,  I  cannot  at  present  take  a  jonmey.  I 
should  be  Tery  glad  to  meet  Lady  Ohewton,  whom  I  hare  not  seen 
a  great  while.    I  do  hear  she  is  rety  well,  but  grown  extremely 


)m  HORAGB  WAIiPOUrS  LBTTBBa.  [HSS, 

:  Lori  Bertfbifb  I  am  oertaiii«  w^  be  extremely  seusible  of  your 
IjadyBlup's  Bttentioa.  Any  aiark  of  r^ard  for  Lady  Hertford's 
Biemory  will  be  dear  to  him.  i^very  word  he  utters  is  an  encomium 
on  her.  Indeed,  his  grief  i^  as  rational  as  it  is  deep ;  it  is  an  miin- 
teoEmpted  fonexal  seimon  on  her.  Yet»  though;  he  is  so  devont^  it  was 
not  tinged  with  any  of  the  oommon-plaoe  litai^esi  with  which  pioiu 
people  oflea  colonr  theit  want  of  feeling*  Hiff  concern  is  too  sincere 
fsnd  too  desponding  to  use  any  expressions  that  are  not  genoina 
Lady  Hertford  was  his  wifoi  ^nd,  clerk,  and  steward,  and  was  as 
fyotiye  as  #he  wa^  attached.  Her  affection  and  zeal  attended  to 
^Tarythingy  and  her  good  sense  made  eyerything  easy  to  her ;  but  I 
lorgel^  a^d  ain  injnlging  my  own  sensations,  while  I  meant  only  to 
^  jqatioa  to  ^thoflp  cf  Lord  fibrtford. 
I  hope  Lord  Ossory  adjusted  the  squahblee  of  his  r^gi^poant  to  hit 


P.S.  Ab  I  was  going  to  seal  thisy  I  receiyed  your  Ladyship's  second 
kind  note.  I  wish  the  character'  coidd  comfort  Lord  Hertford,  but 
it  is  no  momentary  satisfoction  that  can  dose  such  a  wound  whidi 
eyevy  incident  that  reminds  him  of  his  loss  will  open.  It  is  justice 
to  him  to  tell  you  thi^t  the  yery  morning  Lady  Hertford  ezpirod  his 
first  thought  was  to  hay^  ^lis  tribute  pdd  to  her.  I  found  a  note 
from  him  On  my 'table  in  t6wn,  which  I  could  scarce  r^ad,  to  b^  it, 
fmd  in  an  hour  he  wrote  again.  It  ts  as  just  to  her  to'  say,  that  diey 
were  my  immediate  thoughts,  and  consequently  the  true ;  that  I  set 
them  down,  transcribed  and  carried  them  at  seyen  that  eyening^  and 
^ye  them  to  his  son  fienry,  when  my  Lord  was  not  able  to  see  me 
himself— thus  your  Ladyship  sees  there  could  be  no  art,  study,  or 
pi^paration  in  them.  Lady  Lucan  has  just  called  and  told  me  what 
1  am  yety  sorry  for  too,  though  in  no  proportion, — ^that  Svr  Joeliua 
BeynolcU  has  had  a  stroke  of  palsy.    I  fini^,  lest  I  should  moralise. 


2208.    TO  SIB  HORACU  MANK. 

Berhdey  Sqtuart,  Nvt.  86, 1782. 

You  will  be  impatient  to  learn  the  eyent  of  this  day,  on  i^iich 
depended  the  horoeoc^  of  the  present  Administration.  I  shall  not 
be  sorry  if  you  should  hear  from  France,  before  you  reoeiye  thisi 

*  A  Chaimeter  of  Lady  Hertford,  wbieh  Wftlpole  wrote  for  pnbliettion  in  tht 
nfwspepers.  I  hare  aeen  the  '  note '  from  Lord  Hertford,  to  ntkli  Walpole  aDndai 
in  thlt  letter. — Cvsmivoham. 


Ittt]  TO  8IB  HORACB  HANir.  Mi 

that  an  era  of  mneh  moie  impqrtanoe  to  TnanKiHi  flum  tiie  fiite  of  a 
IfiBiater  had  mterveneid.  Bui,  to  inife  liddlaa ;  on  Qaiardaj  laat^ 
it  was  dedaied  that  the  ParUamenty  whibb  was  to  meet  to-daj,  was 
pat  off  to  the  flftti  of  next  numA ;  by  whkh  time  the  Ministera 
hoped  to  be  able  to  dedslre  whether  flie  peace  wotdd  be  made  or  was 
desperate.  Our  nltimatam  went  some  days  ago  to  Paris :  I  don't 
know  what  it  is ;  therefore  I  devoutly  hope  it  will  be  aooepted*  I 
look  to  the  scale  in  which  lives  are,  and  not  to  ttat  of  glory ;  and 
wish  the  reality  may  ontweiglt  the  smoke,  as  it  oog^t  to  do. 

You  have  seen,  I  sappose,  in  the  newspapers,  the  aitiotes  preferred 
against  General  Murray  by  Sir  William  Draper,  who  has  certainly 
attacked  his  weak  side,  1^  judgnienb  it  Hireatened  to  be  a  most 
tedious  trial :  it  is  intermpted,  at  least  fbr  flie  present^  by  Dnqper^s 
falling  ilL  Probably,  I  diould  not  have  known  so  mud^  as  this,  had 
I  not  thought  you  would  be  curious*  I  have  long  detemuned  not  to 
fxmcem  myself  with  Oourts^Martial,  wUoh  I  do  not  understand ;  and 
it  IB  imjust  for  so  ignorant  a  person  to  pronounce  on  men  ^ose 
honour  is  at  stake :  were  a  lawyer  to  be  tried,  his  character  iscino 
consequence;  at  worst  he  could  be  made  a  Pber.  ^hysidans,  though 
they  commit  more  deaths  than  soldiers,  never  are  tried;  and  for 
Divines,  it  would  be  idle,  for  they  expound  their  own  laws  as  they 
l^ease,  and  always  iii  their  own  favom'. 

I  began  this  letter,  for  this  was-to*have-been  importout  day,  tw6 
days  ago,  but  I  am  not  able  to  finish  it  mysdf.  I  suppose  I  caught 
cold  on  my  coming  to  town,  for  in  three  dajrs  I  was  seiaed  wiih  the  goui^ 
and  have  it  now  from  the  top  of  my  left  shoulder  to  the  ends  of  my 
fingers — ^but  enough  of  thai  I  have  told  you  before  of  the  savage 
state  we  are  folUfiioto.:  it  is  now; coBieta 80^  perfection,  that  one  can 
neither  stir  out  of  one's  house  safely,  nor  stay  in  it  with  safety.  I  was 
sittiilg  here  very  quietly  under  my  calamity  on  Saturday  night,  when, 
at  half  aa  hour  afiber  tep,  I  heard  k  loud  knockat  the  door.  I  condnded 
that  Mr,,  Ootiway  or  Lady  Aylesbury  had  called  after  the  Opera  to 
eophowldid;^  iohodycame  up;  alouder  knock  I  rang  to  know 
whoit.waa;  but,;>hi^re  the  servants  could  come  to  me^  the  three 
windows  9f, this  loam  and  the  next  were  broken  about  my  ears  by  a 
volley  of  ston6s>  and  36  were;  these  of  &e  hall  and  the  library  below,  as 
a  hint  to  me  how/glad  I  must  be  of  my  Lord  Rodney's  victoiy  six  or 
eight  mpn^  ^.  ^  In  shorty  he  had  dined  at  the  '  London  Tavern' 
with  a  committee  of  the  Common  Oouncil;  for  .the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  had  refused  to  banquet  him.  Thence  he  had  paraded 
through  the  whole  town  to  his  own  house  at  this  end,  with  a  rabble 


tlO  HORAOB  WALFOLVS  LSniBS.  pm 


at  his  heek  breaking  windowB  for  not  being  ilhmrinated,  for  irUck 
no  8onl  was  prepared,  as  no  soul  thought  on  him ;  but  tinis  oor  oo»- 
qnemrs  triumph  I  My  senrants  went  out  and  begged  these  Bamani 
to  giro  them  time  to  light  up  eandles,  bat  to  no  pnrpose ;  and  woe 
near  having  their  brains  dashed  oui  I  did  not  know  that  mj 
windows  were  either  French  or  Spaniards ;  but  glaziers  and  tallow- 
chandlers  always  treat  sashes  as  public  enemies.  As  next  day 
was  Sunday,  I  expected  to  remain  in  a  Temple  of  the  Winds ;  bi^ 
my  glazier  at  least  had  the  charity  to  repair  the  miHchief  that 
perhaps  he  had  done. 

Your  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Mann/  was  robbed  about  ten  days  ago  in 
New  Park,  between  Ihree  and  four  in  the  afternoon ;  the  prudent 
matron  gave  the  highwayman  a  purse  with  very  little  money,  but 
slipped  her  watch  into  the  bag  of  the  coach.  The  cayalier,  not  being 
content,  insisted  on  more.  The  poor  girl,  terrified,  gave  him  not  only 
her  own  pinchbeck  watch,  but  her  grandmother's  concealed  gold  one ; 
for  which,  no  doubt,  she  will  undergo  many  a  supernumerary  lectore 
on  economy  and  discretion,  and  the  Christian  duty  of  cheating  hij^ 
waymen.  Adieu!  for  I  am  weary,  and  can  dictate  no  more :  but, 
indeed,  I  hare  nothing  more  to  say. 

P.S.  I  expect  to  hear  of  Mr.  Duane  every  day;  but  God  knows 
whether  I  i^alli  be  able  to  do  any  business  with  him  yet,  for  the 
gout  IB  come  into  five  places  at  once :  poor  Mom  diould  have 
younger  labourers  in  his  vineyard  than  Mr.  Monice  and  me. 


aaOS.    TO  THE  BMV.  WILUAM  MASOIT. 

BerMeif  Bjmare,  yav.  9!T,  179SL 

Alas  !  I  am  totally  incapacitated  for  being  your  gasetteer :  you 
see  I  cannot  pen  my  newspaper  myself  nor  see  people  to  tell  me 
news,  nor  have  I  scarce  voice  enough  to  dictate  if  I  knew  any.  In 
short,  I  have  the  gout  in  five  places  without  reckoning  sub-divisions 
of  fingers :  mcnreover,  I  have  a  higher  fever  than  usual ;  so  that  if 
the  gout  does  not  kill  me,  perhaps  one  of  his  Hussars  may.  I  had 
been  in  town  but  three  days  when  I  was  seiased,  and  have  grown 
much  worse  ever  since,  yet  not  having  had  much  pain,  my  patienoe 
is  not  exhausted. 

>  TIm  widow  of  Mr.  Gal/HdiiA  Mann.— WaIiTou. 


ITKL]  TO  THS  RBY.  MB.  MASOK.  Sll 

As  I  am  no  stook-jobber,  I  haye  not  caloolated  my  own  belief 
about  peace  or  war :  I  wait  for  my  apofhecary  with  more  eamest- 
nesB  than  for  the  decisiye  oouiier.  All  £EU^ons  I  suppose  are  as 
mnoh  at  bay,  though  probably  with  for  less  iadifferenoe.  I  wish  the 
world  welly  and  therefore  desire  peace ;  but  what  have  I  to  wish  but 
not  to  suffer  P  I  shall  not  send  this  away  till  to-morrow,  that  if  I 
ahould  haye  a  tolerable  night,  which  will  bo  my  first,  I  may  tell 
you  so. 

Ihaye  had  a  quiet  night  and  very  little  fever  to-day,  and  hope  my 
disorder  has  taken  a  forourable  turn/ 


'  «0  fBB  BOI.  BOBAOS  WALPOU. 

York,  Dee,  4, 1782. 

Thov«b  your  poftioripi  girw  me  kopes  thai  your  goat  \b  going  off,  yet  I  cannot 
lielp  making  my  inqniriei,  in  kopee  tkat  a  apeedy  answer  firom  you  may  tell  me  tkat 
it  ia  entirely  gone,  tkoog^  I  fear  tkis  very  Mrere  weatker  is  againat  yoo. 

In  my  last  1  feigot  to  mention,  tkat  I  lome  time  ago  reoeiyed  a  rery  civil  message 
for  yon  from  Mr.  Qilpin,^  intimating  tkat  if  yon  would  do  kim  tke  kononr  to  accept 
one  of  Ills  drawings,  and  giro  it  a  place  in  yonrOoUeetion,  ke  would  send  you  one. 
Tkis  I  kavealveady  aibwerod  for  yon  in  as  dTil  an  afflrmatife,  and  tkerefore  you 
hmre  notking  to  do  but  tbank  kim  for  it  wken  it  does  come.  I  fimoy  one  of  kis  Tours 
on  tke  Wye  is  eitker  publisked,  or  soon  will  be,  for  I  reoeifod  a  book  ftt>m  kim  by 
wmy  of  ^edmmi  some  time  ago.  Tke  aquatinta  plates  are  tke  best  imitations  of  kis 
•tjle  tkat  can  be.  I  am  sore  yon  will  be  pleased  witk  tkem,  and  yon  would  do  wril  to 
■end  to  BUmire,  in  tke  Stnuid,  near  KorUiumberiand  Hons^  to  secure  a  good 
Inproarfon. 

Pkaj  wkal  antiioiity  kad  yoo  to  say  tkat  Mr.  Pope's  molker  was  Gooper^s  daugbter  ? 
The  nog.  Britannica  and  Soffkead  and  Warbnrton's  edidoi^  whiok  antkoritj  I  foU 
lowed  in  the  print  my  servant  etohed  ih>m  Biekardson's  drawih^  (see  note  to  tke  38l8t 
line  of  the  Pkologne  to  the  Satires),  call  her  the  daughter  of  William  Tamer,  Esq.,  of 
York,  and  hi  tke  parisk  of  Worsbro^  a  village  veiy  near  Loid  Sta£ford,ia  tke  following 
legister: — 

1048.    Iditk,  tke  daogkter  of  Mr.  William  Turner,  bapt  IStk  June.* 

Wkick  Mr.  Brooke,  one  of  tke  keralds  wko  is  writing  an  aooonnt  of  ToiMiirt 
fliw^jiJAa  njs  it  the  same  person. 

AU  tkis,  it  is  true,  is  of  little  moment ;  but  it  is  arcksBological,  and  doea  very  weU 
to  make  my  letter  of  a  more  competent  lengthy  wken  I  kave  notking  better  to  saj, 
except  tkat  I  am  most  sincmly  yours, 

W.  Masob. 

"  Wkat  peaoe !  so  long  as  tke  wkofedoma  of  my  motker  Jeaebel  and  ker  witek- 


^  Sevemi  of  Gilpin's  drawingspiA  in  tke  Beetoiy-bonse  at  Aston,  wkere  ke  often 
Tisited. — ^MiTvoan. 

*  "  I  buried  tke  fomous  Genml  MeredytVa  fotker  hst  nigkt»  in  my  eatkedral ;  ke 
was  ninety-six  yean  old,  so  tkat  Mrs.  Pope  may  live  seven  years  longer."— ^S^et/l  to 
Oaif,  Uh  May,  1732.  Tkis  sgrees  witk  tke  re^^ter.  In  1782,  Mrs.  Pope  was  in  ker 
89tk  year.  At  ker  deatk,  on  tke  7tk  June,  1788,  ske  was  ninety  ;  not»  as  ker  son 
says  on  ker  monument^  ninelj-tkree     CvmvoHAB. 


^la  HQEld  WjUiFOLVB  URRBa  £1781 


tilO.    TO  THB  SABL  Of  HABOOUBfE.^ 


ToTT  are  so  very  kind  that  I  most  obey  you,  fhough  I  hold  it  veiy 
idle  to  trouble  anybody  with  the  details  of  my  decay.  I  have  indeed 
for  a  little  while  been  extremely  ill,  and  much  worse  with  itjs  fever 
than  with  the  gont  itself,  though  I  hare  that  in  five  plaoes.  Philip 
told  before  dinner  that  he  saw  I  was  better^  $ox  I  had  takeoi  up  a 
book,  which  I  had  not  done  for  six  days.  Thus,  my  dear  Lofd*  I 
have  complied  with  your  injunction,  but  I  do  not  intend  to  make  a 
practice  of  it,  for  the  gout  is  such  a  tiresome  old  story,  that  it  is  not 
fit  anybody  should  be  plagued  .with  it  but  those  who  must  endure  ii^ 
never  those  who  have  so  much  sensibility  aa  your  Lordsldik 

I  have  just  received  a  most  kind  and  pleasing  letter  from  Lady 
Maria,  who  is  so  charmed  with  the  improvements  at  Nunehanit 
though  it  snowed  all  day,  that  she  seems  to 


That  Fteidlie  WM  q)eii'd  in  tlifl  Wildw— [i'<9'^l 

I  beg  your  Lordship  to  tell  her  that  I  will  write  to  her  as  eoon  as 
I  am  able,  but  I  cannot  even  dictate  now  for  anytime.  I  hear  poof 
Lady  Waldegrave  is  extremely  ill,  which  is  all  I  know,  not  having 
been  able  to  see  anybody  till  to-day.  Adieu,  my  good  Lord,  and  be 
assured  that  while  I  have  breath, 

I  shall  be,  &c. 


2211.    TO  THE  OOUKTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

B&rldey  Square,  Kcv.  29,1792. 

•.  Tab  hand  [Eirgate's]  telk  your  Ladydiip  that  I  cannot  write 
my  own :  I  have  been  extremely  ill ;  in  point  of  &ver,  I  think, 
worse  them  I  ever  was ;  for  thou^  I  have  the  gout  in  five  places,.  I 
have  had  but  little  pain.  I  trust  the  disorder  is  turned ;  for  I  am 
so  low  to-day  that  the  fever  must  be  in  a  manner  gone,  and  I 
have  no  new  pain  anywhere ;  therefore  your  Ladyship  will  be  so 

crafts  are  so  many."    Praj,  when  yon  are  well  enough  to  see  Lady  Craren  (whom 
Tiord  Strafford  caUi  your  Sappho),  aak  her  after  her  lawn-aleeved  Phaon,  mj  worthy 
diocesan. 
>  Now  first  published.— CmrvnoBAM. 


i7».]  m  SIS  BQBAcniicjanr.  i^is 

good  as  Bot  trouble  yoonelf  about  my  goat,  ifUA  IHH  eine  IMS  in 
due  tune. 

It  was  not  pleasant,  irhen  I  iras  so  iQ,  to  Ii^ro  all  ttywindiowB 
broken  for  that  yain  fod  Rodney,  wbo  eataie  oat  ol  Ida  irajr  to 
extend  his  triumph. 

I  am  yery  happy,  Madam,  with  what  you  say  of  Lady  Ghewton. 
She  is  an  extremely  good  young  woman,  of  a  vary  grate  tbm,  and 
extreme  sensibiliiy ;  she  yery  seldom  is  in  hig^  (spirits,  but  always 
more  affected  by  sorrow  than  joy.  I  had  a  note  from  her  this 
doming,  and  expeet  to  see  her,  andlhope  Loi^Ohewtbn, td-miiMrik)w. 
I  haye  heard  that  Lady  Waldegraye  is  yery  Slf  but  that  my  Lord 
was  returned  from  Bath  much  better. 

I  haye  been  so  entirely  shut  up  for  this  week  that  I  know  nothing, 
and  my  yoioe  is  too  weak  to  dictate  much  if  I  did.  As  I  take  a 
great  many  killings,  more  than  a  Hercules,  I  shall  probably  be  well 
again  in  a  few  days,  and  able  to  write  mysell 


3218.    TO  SIB  HOBAGX  KAKK. 

Berbdeif  SquatSf  Mondajf  evming,  D^,  S,  1782. 

Thb  day  that  I  Uttle  expected  to  liye  to  see,  is  arriyed  I  Peaos 
came  this  morning:  thank  God!  That  is  the  first  thought:  the 
efiPusion  of  human  gore  is  stopped,  nor  are  there  to  be  more  widows 
and  orphans  out  of  the  common  course  of  things. 

What  the  terms  are  will  be  known  before  this  goes  away 
to-morrow :  they  may  be  public  already ;  but  here  am  I,  lying  upon 
a  couch  and  not  out  of  pain,  waiting  with  patience  for  what  I  shall 
learn  from  the  few  charitable  that  I  am  able  to  admit.  Proud  con- 
ditions I,  nor  eyen  you  iu  your  representatiye  dignity,  can  expect. 
Should  they  be  humiliating,  they  ought  to  answer  wlu>  plunged  us 
into  a  quadruple  war,  and  managed  it  d^orably  f(»r  seyen  years 
together  I 

As  I  haye  not  breath  to  dictate  much,  I  shall  not  waste  mjrself  on 
a  single  reflection :  but  in  truth  I  am  yery  low ;  and  what  are  all 
the  great  and  little  affairs  of  the  world  to  me,  who  am  mouldering 
away,  not  imperceptibly  I 

Just  now  I  receiyed  yours  of  the  16th  of  I^oyember,  chiefly  on 
the  affairs  of  Gibraltar ;  you  will  find  how  details  in  that  place,  Uke 
your  preceding  occupation  for  Minorca,  will  be  absorbed  in  sub- 
sequent eyents. 


> 
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To  Oandier  Moot  I  can  say  noiihi]^  at  pieNDtt  I  lisre  not  seen 
Mr.  Daane,  nor  am  I  at  all  o^Mible  of  busineas  yet  I  am  taken  up 
and  canied  to  bed  by  three  serrantB :  OhanoeUors  and  Judges  are 
aometbnes  placed  on  their  woolsacks  in  as  lamentable  a  conditioii ; 
but  I  was  not  bred  to  the  law,  nor  habitoated  to  earn  money  to  Hm 
last  dregs— end,  when  <me  is  to  haye  no  fees,  can  it  be  eoqpected  that 
I  should  go  to  Ooort  P  Weill  well  I  I  will  do  the  best  I  can  when 
I  am  able.    Good  nidit  tQl  to-morrow  I 

I  was  mnoh  too  iU  on  Tuesday  to  finidi  this,  and,  besides  tiha^ 
teoolleotedthatwhateyerwastobe  heard  you  wonld  learn  from  Pam 
sooner  than  from  London.  I  began  to  write  upon  the  first  biuB  of 
the  oonrier  being  arrived;  but  all  he  brought  was  the  Provisioiuil 
treaty  with  America,  which  too  is  not  to  take  place  till  the  General 
Peace  does.  This,  however,  we  are  told  to  expect  80(m— «nd  then 
I  must  leave  peace  and  war,  kingdoms  and  states,  and  trust  to  your 
nephew  for  saying  anything  else ;  for  iu  truth  I  am  not  able.  The 
scale  of  li&  and  death  has  been  vibrating;  I  believe  it  is  turned  to 
the  former.  I  have  had  two  very  good  nights,  and  the  progress  of 
the  gout  seems  quite  stopped ;  but  I  am  exceedingly  low  and  weak, 
and  it  will  take  me  some  time  to  recover :  but  I  assure  you,  my  dear 
Sir,  you  may  be  easy.  I  have  now  a  good  opinion  of  myself  and  I 
have  spoken  so  plainly  that  you  may  believe  me. 

Adieu  I  You  shall  hear  again  soon,  unless  I  see  your  nephew, 
whom  I  will  desire  to  give  you  a  more  particular  acoouni 


8218.    TO  THB  BEY.  WILLIAM  MASOIT. 

I  HAVB  been  so  extremely  ill  that  I  say  a  great  deal  when  I  tell 
you  I  think  I  am  recovering.  Whether  I  shall  recover  even  to 
where  I  was  before  seems  veiy  doubtful  to  me.  The  attack,  though 
the  fit  was  very  short,  was  so  violent  and  I  have  so  little  strength, 
that  it  will  require  much  time  at  least  to  re-establish  me. 

Thus  much  I  could  not  help  saying  to  your  kind  inquiiy,  but 
neither  my  head  nor  my  breast  will  let  me  say  much  more. 

I  thank  you  for  accepting  Mr.  Gilpin's  very  obliging  o£kr,  whidi 
I  shall  much  value  and  beg  you  to  thank  him  for. 

What  I  said  of  Pope's  moflier  was  taken  from  Vertue's  MSB.,  but 
I  had  made  a  mistake,  which  is  corrected  in  the  new  edition  of  the 
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*  Aneodotes.'  Samud  Owpea^s  wife  waif  sister  of  Pope's  moQier, 
and  ilierefore  Oooper  was  Inoflier-in^law  of  Pope's  fiiiher.* 

I  am  not  likely  to  see  Sappho  [Lady  Graren]  soon ;  in  the  mean 
time  she  has  my  free  leaye  to  indemnify  herself  with  the  high  priest 
of  Lemnos. 

My  poor  head  is  not  at  all  a  reoeptade  for  politics,  and  my  voioe 
as  little  fit  to  talk  of  them,  espedially  when  all  is  nnoertainty  and 
conjeotare,  nor  is  the  busy  world  a  scene  for  me,  who  hate  just 
made  shift  to  linger  on  the  threshold. 

Adieo,  my  dear  Sir !  whenever  I  am  aUe  I  will  write  again.— 

It  is  true  ihat  I  am  tolerably  recovered  except  in  my  right  hand, 
which  never  will  recover,  for  all  joints  are  so  enorosted  with  chalk- 
stones  that  I  can  scarce  move  any  but  my  thumb ;  and  though,  as 
you  perceive,  I  can  still  write  by  ihe  help  of  the  last,  it  is  so  slowly 
and  with  so  much  imeasiness  that  I  commonly  make  Eirgate  write 
forme. 

When  one  is  grown  so  old  and  so  helpless,  and  foresee  as  I  do 
that  the  next  severe  fit  will  probably  carry  me  o£^  you  will  not 
wonder  that  I  care  very  little  for  what  is  passing,  and  less  for  what 
is  to  happen  when  I  am  gone.  Politics  I  have  done  with,  and 
should  were  I  id  a  more  vigorous  state.  To  me  there  is  a  new 
generation,  and  nothing  has  less  decorum  than  an  old  man  pre- 
tending to  belong  to  another  age.  My  notions  were  all  embraced 
above  forty  years  ago,  and  have  never  varied.  They  had  little 
weight  with  anybody  when  I  was  younger.  I  should  still  less  expect 
{hem  to  listen  to  an  antediluvian.  Why  shoidd  I  expect  itP  do 
such  ancients  as  I  deign  to  conform  to  new  modes?  I  cannot  think 
Mrs.  Siddcxis'  the  greatest  prodigy  that  ever  appeared,  nor  go  to  see 
her  act  the  same  part  every  week  and  cry  my  eyes  out  every  time. 


^  This  !•  oomet  I  will  add  a  dLicoyeiy  wbieh  I  wis  the  first  to  make .'— Cooper'a 
wife  wae  Pope's  godmother. — ComrnroHAK. 

*  Lord  Htreonrt's  judgment  of  Mrs.  Siddons,  on  her  first  appearanoe,  in  the  uncer- 
tain dawn  of  her  fiune,  will  not  be  uninteresting :  "  To  say  that  Mrs.  Siddons,  in  one 
word,  is  superior  to  Mrs.  Pritchard  in  'Lady  Macbeth,'  would  be  talking  nonsense, 
because  I  don't  think  that  it  is  possible ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  wiU  not  say  with 
tiiose  impartial  Judges,  Mr.  Whitehead  and  Miss  Fauquier,  that  she  does  not  play  near 
as  weU.  But  there  are  others,  too,  and  in  the  parts  for  Mrs.  Siddons,  that  are  of  this 
opinion ;  that  she  has  much  more  expression  of  countenance,  and  can  assume  parts 
with  a  spirit,  cannot  be  denied;  but  that  she  wants  the  dignity,  and,  above  all,  the 
erer  unequalled  compass  and  melody  of  Mrs.  Pritchard.  I  thought  her  wonderful, 
and  Tery  fine  in  the  rest  of  that  scene.  She  throws  a  degree  of  proud  and  filial  tender- 
ness into  this  speech,  '  Had  he  not  resembled/  &c.,  which  is  new,  and  of  great 
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Wete  I  ftve-Hnd-twoitjry  I  suppose  I  should  weep  myself  blind,  ftr 
she  is  a  fitie  lUsfiresSy  and  fiuhion  would  make  me  think  a  briUitiit 
what  mfw  seems  to  me  only  a  veify  good  rose  diamond. 

Still'it  is  not^tfaat  I  am  not  very  wflling  to  be  amused,  and  do 
try  to  diyert  myself  as  well  as  I  ean,  and  intend  to  do  so  to  the 
end  of  mljr  lease.  For  etample,  I  have  lately  seeofldi  essay  on 
'Qardening'  written  by  Mons.  Giiaidin^  fiotssean's  graTe-d^gei^. 
Thereare  some  sensible  ideas  in  it,  bat  as  the  Fienoh  write  by  flie 
laws  of  fashion  more  than  by  those  of  eomnum  sense,  hia  roles  ar^ 
&r  firom  being  all  pibofieable.  'As  it  is  the  iim  too  to  talkAgri- 
cultore,  his  book  eondudes  with  it,  as  Bishop  Berkeley's  tar-water 
ended  witii  the  Trinity.  Two  passages  are  very  ddightfoL  Mens. 
Girardin  being  a  rigid  dassio,  will  tolerate  nothing  but  Ghreouui 
Temples  and  Domes.  Spires,  those  most  graeefnl  and  pichiiesqas 
of  all  elevations,  he  proscribes  as  Qothio  and  barbarouSi  and  flunks 
he  has  exploded  them  for  ever  by  this  Brobdignaggiaa  pvwrility : 
"  Ih  anastinefit  ha  nuages.*' 

His  receipt  for  making  rocks  in  yonr  garden  is  not  less  admirable: 
''Take  a  mountain,  break  it  into  pieces  with  a  hammer,-  nnnlwr 
the  fragments  and  observe  their  antecedent  positions:  place  them 
in  theb  original  order,  cover  the  junctures  with  mould:  pbntivy 
and  grass  and  weeds,  which  wiU  hide  the  fractures,  and  so  yoa 
may  have  a  cart-load  of  Snowdon  or  Penmenmanr  in  the  middle 
i4  your  bowling-green,  and  no  soul  will  suspect  that  it  did  not 
grow  there.'' 

Like  the  Abb6  de  lisle  he  is  fond  too  of  ereoting^oenotaqphs  ts 
heroes  and  patriots,  which  with  the  French  rage  imitating  whatever 
is  the  yogue  of  the  hour  would  convert  their  inelosures  into  ohuroh* 
yard%  and  Yestris  would  have  a  statue  as  well  as  Torenne.  But  we 
have  no  right  to  laugh  at  France ;  Yestris  was  a  greater  idol  here 
than  at  Paris ;  Oarrick's  funeral  was  ten  times  more  attended 
than  Lord  Chatham's,  and  Mrs.  Siddons  has  obliterated  Oeneral 
EUiot: 

I  nunc  et  nngas  tdcam  meditare  canom  I 

That  is,  you  may  play  on  your  Oelestinette,  mend  our  gardens  or 
the  Constitution,  and  the  first  singer  or  dancer  will  e£Faoe  all  your 

effect  Her  '  Are  yon  a  manT  in  the  banquet  scene,  I  thooght  inferior  to  Kn. 
Pritchaid*i,  and  for  the  parts  spoken  at  a  great  distance  her  Toioe  wanted  power.  Her 
countenance,  aided  by  a  ttadious  and  Judicious  choice  of  head-dress,  was  a  true  picture 
of  a  mind  diseased  in  the  sleeping  scene,  and  made  one  shudder;  and  the  effect^  ■§  a 


1781]  TO  THB  SBT.  MJB^  MMmu  817 

TigOs  in  a  momeiity  as  muoh  as  if  you  had  endowed  an  hospital— 
for  this  is  the  land  where  all  things  are  forgotten  I 

I  haye  been  two  days  labouring  througih  this  letter,  and  yet  my 
lame  awkwardness  has  made  me  bbt  it  so  that  it  is  soaroe  legible ; 
but  I  ^8an  do  no  better*    Adieu ! ' 

pietme,  wu  better  in  thst  than  it  had  erer  been  vith  the  taper,  beeame  it  alUma  of 
Tmriety  in  the  aetreeB,  of  washing  her  hands;  bat  the  sigh  was  not  so  horridi  nor  waa 
the  Toiea  so  sleepy,  nor  yet  quite  so  artieulate  ai  Mrs.  Pritehard's."    M8,  Letter.--' 

MOffOBB. 

*f0  TBB  HOa.  BORAOB  WiXPOXA 

York,  Jan.  18, 1788. 

I  BATB  heard  frequently  from  Mr.  Stonhewer  and  Lord  Haroonrt  that  yon  had 
reooTored  from  your  late  ifck,  and  that  a  Htmeneea  in  yonr  hand  was  the  only  eanse  that 
I  did  not  hear  from  yon,  and  this  (as  I  had  literally  nothing  to  say  that  eoold  in  any 
■ort  amnse  yon)  prerented  me  from  writing  to  make,  as  they  call  it^  obliging 
iaqviriea.  As  to  onr  reporta,  petitions,  fte.,  yon  reckon  not  abont  them ;  neither 
Indeed  hare  yon  any  occasion,  for  I  take  for  granted  they  will  all  end  in  smoke. 
Verertheleas  I  do  firmly  beliere,  that  if  Lord  North  dares  to  giTe  that  general  and 
decided  eppoettion  to  parUamentaiy  reformation  wldch  it  is  said  he  intends,  a  flame 
wiU  arise  oat  of  oar  smoke  which  will  be  found  hard  to  quench,  till  he  has  suffered 
Ibr  the  evils  he  has  brought  on  this  wretdied  nation.  As  to  his  preeent  strength,  I 
think  we  are  entire^  obliged  to  the  Boddngham  Administration  for  that,  who  should 
nefcr  have  aeeepted  plaoee  till  he  and  two  others  had  been  impeached.  Thii  is  my 
present  polttieal  ereed,  and  so  ends  my  catechism.  Tet  one  w6rd  more :  I  think  that 
Burke's  mad  obloquy  against  Lord  Shelbume,  and  thoee  Tirulent'  pamphlets  in  wldch 
Im  certainly  must  hare  had  a  hand,  will  do  more  to  fix  him  in  his  office  than  anything 
•be.  Qy  coming  into  Yorkshire  to  Lord  Fitswilliam's  last  summer,  and  there 
wrangling  with  Tarioua  of  his  Lordship's  Tisitors  about  Parliamentary  Reform,  he,  in 
like  manner,  indftqpoeed  sereral  gentlemen  of  property  and  consequence  against  that 
noble  lord.  If  therefore  he  has  not  a  quarter  of  that  consequence  which  Lord  fiock- 
lagfaam  had  (whidi  will  certainly  be  the  case)  in  this  county,  he  may  lay  it  all  to  the 
•ffect  of  his  friend's  eloquence.* 

I  have  heard  that  your  printhig-house  has  been  robbed :  I  hope  you  have  loe* 
nothing  <^  great  consequence.  On  tUs  topic  I  think  you  might  employ  another  hand. 
Adieu  1  I  am  going  in  my  charsicter  of  Justice  of  ^  Peace  to  attend  at  St  Peter^a 
■easion.  Pray  have  yon  heard  any  partieulan  of  our  Archbishop's  speech  to  the 
Qneeni    I  hear  it  waa  on  the  old  tc^ie. 

Toon  moat  sincerely, 
W.  Masos. 

*  **  What  haa  become  of  Mason,  and  when  does  he  moTo  southwardi 

Peihape  he  ia  drilling  his  parishioners  for  Sir  George  Baville's  regiment,  or  com- 
poaii^  martial  music  for  the  York  ^Traln  Banda.  Poets  haye  done  wondera  in  war, 
aa  TyrtsBus  can  witness."  Mr.  Whitehead  to  Lord  Harc(mrt,Jfd^l,  1778.  (MS.) 
«  Mason  la  ten  tIaMa  mora  patriotic^  as  he  calls  it^  than  enr."  JHUo,  Sept.  1^1792. 
(Ma)— CimiaMBAic 


ns  Ho&ioi  WALPOurs  LvmsBB.  pm 


SS14.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Berhdty  Sqmare,  Dec  14, 1781 

I  HAVE  been  so  extremely  ill,  Madaniyihat  Iwas  utterly  incapaUa 
of  dictating  two  lines,  nor  oould  I  give  you  any  account  of  myself 
but  what  was  as  bad  as  possible.  Since  yesterday  morning  I  am 
certainly  out  of  all  manner  of  danger,  but  my  breast  is  still  so  weak 
that  I  cannot  speak  to  be  heard  without  uneasiness,  and  therefore  I 
must  beg  your  Ladyship  will  excuse  my  saying  anymore  now.  Yea 
shall  hare  a  better  account  as  soon  as  I  am  able  to  give  it. 

8815.    TO  SCEt  HORACE  MANN. 

BeHod&if  Sjmu^,  Dec  17, 1781 

On  not  seeing  nor  hearing  anything  of  your  nephew,  I  sent  to  Us 
hoose,  and  learnt,  to  my  mortification,  that  he  neither  is  in  town  nor 
is  e]q)ected.  Thisforcesme,  though  little  able,  to  say  a  few  words  to 
you  mysell  I  have  been  extremely  ill,  though  not  dangerously, 
but  am  much  mended  within  these  two  days;  yet  my  breast  is 
still  so  weak,  that  I  must  not  dictate  more  than  is  absolutely 
necessaiy. 

I  have  receiyed  and  sent  to  Lord  Orford  jrour  letter,  the  drawing, 
and  the  draft :  on  account  of  the  last,  I  suppose  he  will  forget  iJI 
three ;  but  I  shall  not,  nor  shall  let  km.  I  must  obey  Oayalier 
Mozzi,  though  to  his  own  prejudice,  if  he  insists  upon  it ;  still  I 
hope  Mr.  Duane  will  be  able  to  prevent  great  injustice ;  but  Lord 
knows  when  we  shall  begin.  I,  at  present,  am  utterly  incapable; 
and,  last  Friday  night,  not  only  poor  Mr.  Duane,  but  Sharpe  too, 
were  within  an  inch  of  losing  eyery  paper  they  had  in  the  world,  and 
all  those  in  their  custody.  A  great  fire  broke  out  in  Lincoln's  Inn 
at  eleven  at  night,  and  consumed  twelve  sets  of  chambers ;  but, 
beginning  in  a  garret,  most  people  saved  their  papers,  as  both  Duane 
and  Sharpe  did ;  though  the  latter  at  first  absolutely  lost  his  senses^ 
and  ran  about  distracted,  not  knowing  what  he  said  or  did.  I 
conclude  that  I  shall  be  recovered  before  he  will  have  put  his  papers 
into  order  again.  These  are  untoward  aoddentB  for  poor  Mossi,  but 
unavoidable. 

I  have  been  so  entirely  shut  up  and  incapable  of  seeing  anybody. 
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that  I  neiiher  know  any  politics,  nor  have  breath  to  relate  them  if  I 
di<L  The  Peace  seems  at  a  stand;  I  know  not  why.  We  are 
prepared  for  the  attack  on  Jamaica,  and  Spanish  hrayados  are 
aunk  much  below  par.  I  must  finish,  for  I  haye  quite  exhausted 
myself. 

Yours  eyer. 

8218.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  0S80BY. 

BerheU^  Bgmtn,  Ckriitmat  nia^  1788. 

I  AM  as  perseyeringasTViddringtonin  'Cheyy  Chace/  who  fought 
with  his  stamps,  for  I  am  now  undertaking  to  write  to  you  without  a 
finger,  Madam.  My  hand  is  still  swaddled  in  the  bootildn,  yet  it  is 
less  irksome  than  to  dictate.  I  am  wonderfully  reooyeredt  and  could 
walk  about  my  room  without  a  stick,  if  Tonton  did  not  caper  against 
me  and  throw  me  down,  for  I  haye  no  more  elastioity  in  my  joints 
than  the  tail  of  a  paper-kite.  Sleep  is  my  great  restoratiye ;  no 
dormouse  beats  me.  Nay,  I  do  not  eyen  look  so  ill  aslhaye aright 
to  do,  though  to  be  sure  I  might  be  admitted  at  the  BesurreotioB 
without  bebg  rejected  for  a  counterfeit  corpse :  but  Icut  short  details 
about  myself;  the  gout  is  a  subject  of  no  yariety. 

I  cannot  repay  your  Ladyship's  story  of  *  L'Ajnant  Yoleur.'  We 
continue  to  haye  robbers  of  the  public,  and  of  indiyiduals,  but  thek 
passions  are  all  instigated  j>ar  fes  beaux  yeuxcCune  cassette.  Howeyer, 
I  haye  had  an  adyenture  not  unentertaining.  T'other  day  I  receiyed 
a  letter  from  Lady  Aldborough,  an  Lrish  Countess,  whom  I  neyer 
saw  in  my  days,  but  for  one  quarter  of  an  hour  seyen  years  ago  at 
old  Lady  Shelbume's.  All  she  desires  of  me  is,  to  select,  correct, 
and  print  a  sufficient  number  of  her  father's  Poems  (whom  she 
Tulgarly  calls  the  Honourable  Nick  Herbert)  to  make  a  quarto 
pamphlet,  as  she  does  not  care  to  give  or  sett  them  to  a  bookseller, 
and  then  she  concludes  I  will  admit  him  into  my  catalogue  of '  Noble 
Authors.'  Her  Lord,  she  says,  is  too  much  engaged  in  politics 
when  at  DubUn,  and  with  improyements  of  his  estate  when  in  the 
country  (which  I  am  told  he  has  improyed  to  none  at  all)  to  assort 
the  Poems — and  then,  as  ladies  are  abominably  said  to  tell  their 
minds  in  the  postscript,  she  orders  me  to  inclose  my  answer  to  her 
Lord  that  it  may  come  to  her  free.  Thus  I  may  lay  out  30/.  or  401 
for  her,  and  she  would  not  giye  sixpence  to  know  whether  I  will  or 
not.  I  haye  sent  a  most  respectful  no,  and  haye  sayed  her  the 
sixpence,  which  is  all  I  shall  saye  her. 


ISO  Ho&ioi  WALPOurs  URfma  pm 

I  have  reoemd  a  mndi  more  flattering  oompliment,  and  ai 
diflinterestod  as  her  Ladyship's  was  the  contrary.  Mr.  Bnll^  to 
amuse  me  when  I  was  illy  sent  me  my  'Boyal  and  Noble  Anthors' 
let  into  foor  somptaons  folios  in  red  moroooo  gilt,  with  beantifol 
impressions  of  alxnost  all  the  personages  of  whom  there  are  prints. 
As  they  came  when  I  was  at  the  worst,  I  sent  him  word  that 
if  I  might  compare  Uttle  things  with  great,  he  put  me  in  mind 
of  Qoeen  Elizabefli,  who  laid  an  EarPs  robes  on  Lord  Hnnadon's 
death-bed. 

Mrs.  Siddons  oontinnes  to  be  the  mode,  and  to  be  modest  and 
sensible.  She  declines  great  dinners,  and  says  her  business  and  the 
cares  of  her  family  take  up  her  whole  time.  When  Lord  Oarliale 
carried  her  the  tribute-money  from  Brooks's,  he  said  she  was  not 
maniirfe  enough.  ''I  suppose  she  was  grateful,"  said  my  niece^ 
Lady  Maria.  Mrs.  Siddons  was  desired  to  play  'Medea'  and  'Lady 
MacbetL' — ''No/'  she  replied,  "  she  did  not  look  on  them  as  female 
characters."  She  was  questioned  about  her  transactions  with  Ghurick: 
she  said,  "He  did  nothing  but  put  her  out;  that  he  told  her 
she  moyed  her  right  hand  when  it  should  haye  been  her  left. — ^In 
shorti"  said  she,  "  I  found  I  must  not  shade  the  tip  of  his  nose." 

Haye  you  seen  the  last  two  yolumes  of  Bachaumonf  s  '  M^mcnres 
Secrets/  Madam  P  if  you  haye  not,  don't  giye  yourself  the  trouble ; 
there  is  but  one  tolerable  trait,  but  that  is  charming.  They  haye 
hung  a  room  at  Femey  with  portraits  of  Voltaire's  friends.  Under 
the  Abb6  de  Lille,  the  translator  of  Tirgil,  they  haye  placed  this 
happy  application, — 

Kom  flebilior  qum  Ubi,  y  iigiU. 

They  again  talk  much  of  peace.  Oh  I  let  it  come  I  We  haye  lost 
territories  enough,  and  got  heroes  enough  in  their  room  I  If  it  is  a 
bad  peace,  at  least  we  shall  not  be  fools  for  making  it ;  when  we 
haye  been,  as  we  haye  always  been,  masters  to  make  as  good  an  one 
as  we  pleased.  I  don't  suppose  our  enemies  will  be  as  obliging 
idiots. 

You  cannot  imagine.  Madam,  how  long  I  haye  been  engraying 
this  letter.  I  am  in  debt  for  some  others,  but  my  secretary  of 
state  must  answer  them,  fox  I  find  our  royal  breast  is  as  tired  as  oar 
hand. 

To  BL  RxT. 


uau  TO  TBI  oomiTsaa  of  oeaoBT.  m 


«17.    TO  THE  COUKTESB  OF  0S80BT. 

Berkdeif  Square,  Jan.  7, 1783. 

Though  the  newspapers  have  adyeriised  a  book  called  *  Every 
Han  his  own  Letter-writer/  I  doubt  it  will  not  keep  me  so  long.  I 
really  hare  no  moTement  in  any  finger  of  my  right  hand  but  my 
thumb ;  and  with  so  serious  an  excuse,  should  employ  my  secretary, 
if  I  were  not  more  ashamed  to  dictate  my  nonsense,  as  Lady  Anne 
justly  calls  it,  than  to  write  it  It  is  no  more  uneasy  to  write  than 
^  speak  the  first  foolish  thing  that  comes  into  one's  head ;  but  to 
oblige  a  third  person  not  only  to  hear,  but  transcribe  it,  is  being 
«ach  a  simpleton  in  cool  blood,  that  if  I  write  by  proxy,  my  letters 
will  haye  no  more  nonsense  or  sense,  than  those  which  royal  per- 
jonages  send  to  one  another  £rom  the  Secretary's  Office  on  births 
and  deaths. 

I  haye  taken  the  air,  and  might  haye  done  so  a  week  ago,  but 
was  in  dread  of  a  relapse.  However,  as  I  am  all  recovered  but  my 
hand,  and  as  I  fear  there  is  no  chance  of  that  ever  being  well  again, 
I  must  determine  to  carry  it  about  in  its  night-gown,  or  stay  at  home 
for  my  short  forever. 

I  Imow  nothing,  at  least  nothing  that  your  Ladyship  would  care 
about  more  than  I  do.  I  have  a  general  notion  about  treaties  of 
peace,  which  the  present  has  not  hitherto  contradicted.  It  is,  that 
when  peace  is  necessary  to  the  mutual  views  of  two  prime-ministers 
•of  two  hostile  nations,  it  is  clapped  up  in  an  instant,  the  material 
articles  being  postponed,  to  be  adjusted  afterwards  by  Commissaries, 
—but  fliati  if  they  go  into  discussions,  the  same  causes  remain  for 
dispute  and  quarrel,  that  made  the  war — and  then  the  treaty  breaks 
o£  I  hope  that  is  not  tibe  case  at  present — ^I  am  very  wiUing  not 
to  be  a  prophet  in  my  own  country.  On  pretend  that  certain 
invisible  machines,  of  which  one  heard  much  a  year  or  two  ago,  and 
which  were  said  to  be  constructed  of  cork,  and  to  be  worn  some- 
wliere  or  other  behind,  are  now  to  be  transplanted  somewhere 
before^  in  imitation  of  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire's  pregnancy,  as  aU 
under-jaws  advanced  upon  the  same  principle.  Apropos,  Lady 
Jersey  desired  Mr.  Stoi^ewer  to  order  me  to  ask  Mr.  Hayley  what 
had  cured  him  when  his  head  was  disordered,  her  Ladyship  having 
a  relation  in  that  situation.  I  sent  her  word  that  I  not  only  was 
not  acquainted  with,  but  had  never  seen  him,  yet  I  could  tell  her 
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hiB  nostrnm ;  he  had  been  pat  into  a  morse  of  bieaat-nulk,  md 
nicked  the  nine  Muaes,  and  ia  now  aa  tame  as  a  lamb. 

As  this  letter.  Madam,  is  written  entirely  tn  utam  of  ihe  Danphi- 
ness  Anne,  it  is  long  enough — at  least  my  hand  finds  ao,  which  hai 
not  attempted  a  quarter  so  much,  ainoe  I  had  the  honoor  of  i 
to  your  Iddyship  lost,  and  now  aches  a  good  deaL 
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I  KNOW  not  what  to  do  about  your  complaint  on  yoor  lettesa 
being  prodoced  against  General  Murray,  tiiongh  it  is  very  weU 
fbtmded.'  Your  nephew  is  not,  has  not  been,  in  town.  Wlun  he 
oomea,  I  will  speak  to  him.  For  myself  I  nerer  saw  Unmy,  nor 
know  who  are  his  connections.  For  Mr.  Conway,  as  CommMudov 
in-Chief,  it  would  be  most  improper  for  him  to  take  the  least  pai^ 
the  trial  pending.  I  hare  not  heard  it  named  ance  X  came  to  town, 
hut  that  it  would  be  finished  last  week ;  which,  howerer,  I  beltere 
it  is  not.  As  I  hare  not  been  out  of  my  house  yet,  bat  twice  to 
take  the  air,  and  seen  only  the  few  that  come  to  me,  I  can  give  yoa 
little  account  of  the  transactions  or  conversation  of  the  worid.  Tai 
above  three  weeks  I  was  too  ill  to  see  anybody  but  my  most  intimate 
friends ;  and  at  present  the  town  is  deserted,  and  will  be  till  Batu^ 
day  sevennight,  the  Birth-day.  I  do,  as  yon  see,  write  myself  yetn^ 
only  motion  is  in  my  thnmb  and  wrist  I  can  soaroely  bend  any 
other  joint  of  my  right  hand,  and  bdieve  never  shall :  thoioe,  writ- 
ing hang  difficult  and  even  painfol,  I  very  sddom  attempt  i^  aod 
generally  employ  a  secretary. 

The  Peace  is  certainly  not  yet  arrived.  Aimamenta,  and  fran 
them  the  Stocks,  look  inauspicioady ;  I  know  nothing  more^ 

I  told  you  Ixird  Monntstuart  whs  leaving  Turin.  He  came  the 
day  be£3re  yesterday :  but  my  intelligeuoe  of  Lord  Nortliington's 
suooeeding  him  was  not  equaJly  authentic ;  at  least,  he  ia  iu4  yet 


From  Mr.  Duane  not  a  word  yet ;  nor  have  I  been  well  enon^  to 
do  business  had  he  come  to  me :  at  sixty-five  one  does  not  lecow 
in  a  moment  from  an  attach  in  ten  places,  and  viQi  so  weak  a  breast 
as  mina     All  the  accounts  I  receive  of  my  nephew  speak  him 

t  B«n«e  MuB,  rte  ^4 
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frantio ;  jntm  Bhall  judge  frcym  one.  One  of  hk  £K»tiiien  ifBS  canied 
before  Lord  Walpole  for  getting  a  bastard,  and  committed  to  priaon^ 
as  iifloaL  Lord  Orford  wrote  a  most  angry  letter  to  his  cousin ;  and 
told  him,  tiliat  when  he  himself  was  at  Hull  with  his  mQitia,  his 
servants  and  soldiers  got  so  many  children,  that  the  Mayor  thanked 
him  for  such  a  bounteous  propagation  of  the  species.  He  himself 
bdieves  he  has  contributed ;  a  weeding  girl,  whom  he  took  out  of 
his  garden  and  keeps,  having  lately  made  him  a  present  of  a 
daughter :  but  I  betieve  the  Mayor  of  HuU  might  thank  one  of  the 
footmen.  All  this  is  mighty  indifferent  to  me,  who  have  done 
csaring  about  him.  Lideed,  it  would  be  hard  to  confine  my  nephew 
while  Lord  George  Gtordon  is  at  large ;  who  is  daily  trying  mischiefr 
that  do  not  tend  to  the  propagation  of  the  species,  and  is  not  so  mad 
as  to  be  excusable.  I  must  now  repose  my  hand — ^my  letter  will 
not  set  out  till  Friday.  As  I  have  leisure  enough,  there  is  no 
occasion  to  &tigue  myself:  yet  I  must  learn  new  matter  if  I  add 
more. 

Oeneral  Murray's  trial,  it  seems,  has  been  finished  some  days; 
but,  the  report  not  haying  been  yet  made  to  the  King,  the  event  is 
not  known,  as  Courts-Martial  never  disclose  their  sentence  till  rati- 
fied by  Majesty.  Li  general,  it  is  not  thought  that  Sir  William 
Draper  nwle  out  mucL 

The  Peace  is  out  of  order  with  an  ague — ^the  cold  fit  is  on  at  pre- 
sent ;  buty  as  Mr.  Townshend  has  not  notified  to  the  City  that  it  is 
given  over,  I  trust  the  doctors  have  still  hopes. 

Friday  has  produced  nothing — ^the  voice  of  the  town  is  war :  still, 
till  the  negotiation  is  declared  to  be  broken  ofiT,  I  will  believe  and 
hope  that  it  is  yet  going  on,  and  may  end  happily. 


ttl9.    TO  8IB  HORAOB  MAinr. 

Berhdey  Squatty  Tlmnd/oif,  Jan,  2S,  1788. 

AmsB  SO  long  a  suspense,  which,  I  own,  staggered  my  fiuth,  the 
Preliminaries  of  Peace  are  signed,  and  the  wounds  of  the  groaning 
world  may  be  closed.  What  the  terms  are,  or  how  they  will  be 
approved  or  condemned,  is  no  part  of  my  consideration.  I  have 
kmg  eagerly  wished  for  peace,  and  scarce  expected  to  live  to  see 
it.      I  dudl  look  to  no  more  eras! — ^the  rest  will  be  like  the 
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Ix^imuig  of  •  new  Tofanac^  of  vludi  I  am  oily  ta  aeoyU  tew 

Th«  Pariiament  met  on  Toeeday,  bat  the  dafiaitiTe  ooaiiM'  did 
Hot  Arrive  till  yesterday  noon ;  n,  on  the  first  day  bU  tlie  trot^  oa 
encf  «ide  lay  oa  liidr  anas,  and  not  a  ebot  wai  £ied. 

Ton  vill  find  that  my  intelligenoe  is  not  Tsry  good ;  for  the 
flpnijer  did  not  arrive  tiU  yesterday  evening.  It  is  trne,  tlie  Kench 
agent  bad  got  notdoe  sooner ;  and  Lord  Clermont'  had  a  letter  on 
Wednesday  (whence  the  re^;iort)  from  Ibe  Ducheaee  de  Polignac,* 
saying  fbe  Preliminaries  were  signed.  I  doubt  there  was  a  littie 
jockeysbip  in  tbis,  and  &at  tbe  French  had  contrived  to  retard  the 
jxtnrier,  that  tbey  might  buy  into  oar  Stooks  before  the  rise.  Madame 
de  Pompadour  made  a  vigorous  job  by  snob  a  manoeuvre  at  tibe 
Peaoe  of  Paris. 

Well !  France,  l^ain,  and  America  are  at  peaee  witii  ns ;  bat  not 
Holland,  which  has  only  agreed  yet  to  a  Bnspensioa  of  arms.  It 
looks  as  if  they  did  not  find  themselves  so  mudi  thou^t  on  as  they 
e:q>ected  —  a  mighty  new  case,  indeed,  for  little  folks  to  be 
sacrificed  by  great  I  I  don't  teH  yoa  that  this  is  so ;  it  is  only 
an  (^  ffu  smhk :  I  know  no  secrets,  nor  trouble  myself  about  them. 

Your  great  Mediterranean  object  is  safe — Gibraltar.  Whatever 
questionable  points  there  may  be  in  the  treaty,  they  cannot,  be  what 
ibey  will,  oooasioD  half  the  clamour  that  the  reddition  of  JRock-EOM 
would  have  made.  There  are  many,  I  believe,  who  Chink  it  is  m  fik 
pariah  of  8t.  Marim't  in  the  Fieldi  (te  talk  in  &e  language  of  Aots 
of  parliammt),  and  would  as  easQy  have  relinquished  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  which  French  modesty  once  demanded.*  His  Catholis 
Majesty's  obstinaey  has  had  a  dAnenti,  for  a  royal  mule  may  be 
restive  in  vain. 

It  had  been  pity  to  have  died  of  my  late  fit  of  tbe  gout^  when 
Peace,  for  which  I  had  so  long  aidendy  si^ied,  was  so  near !  I 
shall  certainly  not  be  one  of  the  disapproves.  Kay,  I  shall  certainly 
find  it  better  than  I  e^)eoted  (I  know  when')  we  diould  obtain.     On 

'  WilllMn  Hmu7  FortooQ^  Iiord  Clanaont,  U  Iriih  peer,  lAo  vent  fliinaiillj 
to  I^rii,  where  Ui  wITb  wu  taken  miuli  aoUiM  of  bjUie  QMsa  of  FnBM.—WAMMK 
Compare  itoij  of  IA1I7  Clwmonl  and  tbe  PrinaiM  Amdla  la  WalpoU'a  Latter  I* 
Lord  Huconrt  of  Sth  Aog.,  ITtiS.— CtmusHAH. 

'  Th«  piiDCipd  hTOQiite  of  th«  Qaeen  of  FnnoB.— W*i>foul 

*  *>-—  ■•■"•■•  -  ■••'•"  -■■ ■ 'j ■— ■  >■ -■-  f^n,  t^,| 

It  off  nTinoQth.— Walmlk, 
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thai  rabjeot  I  shall  not  eaqwtiato-Hiayi  nor  talk  more  of  the  Peace, 
88  I  know  80  Uitle  of  the  matter. 

The  report  on  C^eral  Murray's  case  is  not  jret  made ;  nor  will 
be,  they  say,  till  Monday.  The  reading  oyer  the  evidence  took  up 
many  days.  WhenI  see  your  nephew,  I  will  charge  him  with  your 
apology  to  the  C^eral,  if  you  have  not. 

This  is  a  brief  letter,  but  the  matter  will  stand  in  lieu  of  lengtL 
As  the  second  volume  of  winter  is  but  begun,  there  will  probably  be 
no  want  of  topics.  It  is  Parliament  that  I  call  winter,  begin  and 
end  when  it  wilL  The  two  Houses  make  the  seasons^  and  pnidioe 
storms  more  regularly  than  our  elements.    Adieul 


nSQ.    TO  THB  001JKTB8S  OF  OSSOBT. 

Berheky  Bg[uare,  Ja$L  25, 1788. 

I  HAVB  had  80  little  to  say,  Madam,  and  so  much  to  do  in  making 
visits  of  thanks  to  the  charitable  who  yidted  me  in  my  illness,  that 
I  have  not  been  so  correspondent  as  usuaL  I  have  also  been  for 
two  days  at  Strawberry,  where  it  snowed  most  of  the  time.  In 
truth  I  have  still  a  more  real  cause  for  silence — ^the  lameness  of  this 
hand,  which  can  write  but  a  few  lines  at  a  time,  and  must  rest  every 
quarter  of  an  hour;  so  that  the  expedition  with  which  I  used  to 
despatch  my  letters  is  quite  gone,  and  they  are  become  a  pain 
instead  of  an  amusement 

You  know,  to  be  sure^  Madam,  that  the  peace  is  arrived.  I 
eannot  express  how  glad  I  am.  I  care  not  a  straw  what  the  terms 
are,  which  I  believe  I  know  more  imperfectly  than  anybody  in 
London.  I  am  not  apt  to  bve  details — my  wish  was  to  have  peace, 
and  the  next,  to  see  America  secure  of  its  liberty.  Whether  it  will 
make  good  use  of  it,  is  another  point  It  has  an  opportunity  that 
never  occurred  in  the  world  before,  of  being  able  to  select  the  best 
parts  of  every  known  constitution ;  but  I  suppose  it  will  not,  as  too 
prejudiced  against  royalty  to  adopt  it  even  as  a  oorrective  of 
aristocracy  and  democraey,  though  our  system  has  proved  that  every 
evil  had  better  have  two  enemies  to  contend  with  than  one,  as  the 
third  may  turn  the  scale  on  every  emergence ;  but  when  the  one 
defeats  the  only  other,  it  is  decisive.  In  short,  it  is  necessary  there 
should  be  government,  but  that  government  should  be  ohedced  as 
much  as  those  it  controls ;  for  one  man,  or  a  few,  or  a  mtdtitnde, 
are  stiU  men,  and  consequently  not  fit  to  be  trusted  with  unlimited 
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power.  The  misfortone  is,  that  men  oaimot  be  trusted  with  the 
power  of  doing  right,  without  haying  the  power  of  doing  wrong  too, 
andihemoreyoalimit  them,  the  more  fliey  pant  for  greater  latitude. 
However,  the  more  they  are  limited,  the  ferther  they  have  to  go 
before  they  aoqnire  the  boundless  latitude  they  long  for.  These  ars 
some  of  my  visions,  which  the  experience  of  all  ages  and  countries 
has  shown,  are  such  as  scarce  ever  have  been  realised. 


I  had  written  the  above  on  Wednesday ;  but  on  seeing  our  Lord 
on  Thursday,  did  not  finish  it.  WeU,  Madam,  you  must  hate  only 
the  Dutch.  The  French  and  the  Spaniards  are  our  good  fiioids, 
and  you  may  lawfiiUy  speak  well  even  of  the  Americans,  without 
bemg  called  a  rebel  and  republican,  as  I  was  by  Marie  Alaooque. 
I  know  few  of  the  terms  of  the  preLiminariee,  but  that  Gibraltar  or 
Rock-Elliot  is  still  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields.  When 
I  do  learn  all  the  articles,  I  intend  to  like  all,  for  I  must  be  so  fair 
as  to  say  that  they  will  be  better  than  I  expected  we  should  ever 
obtain.  Nay,  if  the  French  had  not  been  as  great  blundeiimsses  as 
we,  they  might  have  reduced  us  much  lower  long  ago.  If  Ireland 
has  slipped  out  of  our  yoke  too,  the  French  have  no  title  to  boast, 
who  might  have  had  it  tiiemselves  if  they  had  thought  of  it  befbfe 
the  volunteers.  Now  I  hope  it  will  be  a  perpetual  thorn  in  thebr 
sides. 

As  one  is  always  open  to  new  calamities  on  the  cessation  of  tibe 
old,  I  now  expect  that  one  shall  be  robbed  and  murdered  two  or 
three  times  a  day,  ay,  and  a  night,  more  than  ever,  on  disbanding 
the  army ;  and  then  we  shall  have  such  swarms  of  French,  yes,  and 
insolent  ones  too !  What  is  that  to  me  P  Oh !  a  great  deal.  Madam; 
they  will  come  to  see  Strawberry,  perhaps  have  recommendations, 
and  I  must  ask  them  to  dine !  Is  that  nothing  to  a  poor  super- 
annuated invalid  P 

I  know  no  news — ^nay,  news  are  but  beginning;  news  out  of 
Parliament-tide  are  fruits  out  of  season,  have  not  the  true  flavour. 
Besides,  when  Lord  Ossory  is  in  town,  I  am  like  a  vioe-chanoellor, 
who  is  nobody  when  his  principal  is  on  the  spot  I  shall,  therefore, 
not  trespass  any  longer  on  his  office,  but  wish  your  Ladyship  good 
nij^t. 
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nSi.    TO  THE  COUNTBSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

The  Mmi^dom,  1781. 

ThibdlTi  Madam,  if  I  wtis  never  to  write  to  your  Ladyship  till 
I  have  the  fiill  and  free  use  of  every  finger  of  my  right  hand,  I 
(Bhoald  never  write  again,  for  I  oertainly  ahall  recover  none  of  the 
four;  and  if  I  could  not  move  the  joint  of  the  thumb,  I  should  not 
be  able  to  use  a  pen  at  all.  As  you  perceive  I  can,  I  hope  you  will 
not  disband  the  four  invalids  for  the  sake  of  old  Colonel  Thumb,  who 
begs  to  die  in  your  service. 

Secondly,  I  do  rejoice  in  the  peace,  and  will,  though  I  find  it 
grows  very  unpopular, — and  fourthly,  I  will  not  correct  my  historic 
enors :  I  am  not  apt  to  recant  my  tenets,  nor  wiU  give  up  the  only 
King  that  I  have  defended ;  especially  as  I  shall  never  enter  the 
sanehim  sandorum,  where  one's  religion,  like  a  chameleon,  takes  the 
hue  of  the  place  the  instant  one  enters  it  One  quality  of  the 
chameleon  I  have,  and  rejoice  in  having :  the  orbit  of  my  eye  allows 
me  to  look  backward ;  otiier  creeping  things  only  see  before  them, 
and  think  but  of  advancing :  I  keep  my  eye  on  what  I  have  always 
been  and  choose  to  be  unifonn.  It  will  not  be  difBcult  now  to  hold 
out  a  little  while  longer. 

I  was  last  night  at  Mrs.  Montagu's  to  hear  Le  Texier  read  '  Le 
Bourgeois  Oentilhomme,'  and  was  tired  to  death ;  for  though  it  had 
merit  at  first  in  the  infancy  of  comedy,  it  is  mere  fisurce,  and  has  no 
characters.  But  the  £Bunous  phrase  struck  me  as  applicable  to 
Cumberland,  who  has  just  produced  a  tragedy  in  prose;  he  has 
thought  that  he  had  often  written  verses,  and  did  not  know  that  he 
had  all  his  life  been  writing  prose. 

We  are  going  to  suffer  an  inundation  of  FrencL  It  is  better  at 
least  than  an  invasion  of  them,  which  I  cannot  conceive  why  they 
have  not  committed.  Have  you  seen  his  Majesty  of  Prussia's 
intimation  to  the  Butch  that  he  intends  to  saddle  them  with  the 
House  of  Orange  for  the  sake  of  preserving  their  Ubertyf  I 
remember  a  story  of  a  lady  who  had  a  favourite  plump  lark,  of 
which  she  was  very  fond.  On  going  out  of  town,  she  gave  strict 
orders  to  her  housemaid  to  take  the  tenderest  care  of  it  The 
woman  promised.  '^No,  I  am  sure  you  will  neglect  it  and  starve 
it"    **  Lord !  Madam,  how  can  your  Ladyship  think  so  P    I  assure 
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you—"    "  No,  I  know  you  will  starve  it  I  *'    "  Oome,  I  know  whit 
Iwilldo;  rUkiUitandeatii" 

There  is  an  insurrection  at  Portsmouth  of  a  Scotch  regimeat,  who 
will  not  go  and  plunder  the  remainder  of  the  Indies ;  and  Lord 
G^eoige  Gordon,  who  is  excellent  at  putting  out  fires,  has  oiffiored  to 
go  and  appease  them*  How  can  anybody  say  that  there  is  a  dearth 
of  Yirtue  and  patriotism  P 

P.  S.  Madame  de  Ylrri  [Miss  Speed}  is  dead  suddenly,  m  Ab 
was  just  coming  to  England. 


2222.    TO  SIR  HOBAOB  HAKK. 

JU.  8, 178S. 

Though  I  begin  my  letter  on  this  8rd,  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
will  embark  for  some  days.  I  hate  to  send  you  maimed  acoouDts^ 
which  instead  of  informing  can  only  perplex  you.  Ererything  you 
wish  to  know  is  in  an  embryo  state.  You  may  wonder,  as  Qeneral 
Murra/s  sentence  is  public,  that  I  have  not  transmitted  it  to  you; 
the  newspapers  have :  yet  it  is  far  from  an  affidr  concluded.  The 
sentence  was  a  strange  one ;  yet,  I  imagine,  calculated  to  prevent 
very  desperate  consequences  between  a  madman  and  a  Tery  hot 
headed  one.  Of  twenty-nine  charges  they  pronounced  twenty 
seven  trifling ;  and  on  the  two  others,  that  seem  not  very  grave 
reprimanded  Murray;  and  then  ordered  the  aoouser  and  aocusee 
to  make  mutual  apologies  to  each  other.  Draper,  though  flie 
greater  Bedlamite,  obeyed :  Murray  would  not  utter  all  that  iras 
enjoined,  and  was  put  under  arrest  It  seems  that  Draper  had 
during  the  siege  used,  even  in  writing,  most  harsh  expressions  to  his 
commander.  Pains  are  taking  to  molUfy  the  latter,  and  reoonoile 
him  to  submission — ^there  I  must  leave  their  history  till  I  know 
how  it  ends. 

I  can  tell  you  nothing  more  definite  about  the  Peace.  The 
ratification  of  the  preliminaries  is  expected,  they  say,  this  week. 
Scarcely  anything  has  been  said  on  the  subject  yet  in  Parliament ; 
but  as  the  articles,  since  published,  seem  to  give  much  offionoe,  it 
is  not  probable  that  the  House  of  Commons  should  become  the 
Temple  of  Silence  on  this  occasion.  You  will  not  expect  me,  who 
know  nothing  of  trade,  &c.,  to  specify  the  supposed  grievvneea.  I 
am  content  with  peace  in  the  lump :   I  did  not  suppose  that  the  loss 
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of  Amerioa  and  Mmoroa,  &o.,  would  improye  ova  oommeroe  or  glory; 
nor  do  I  wonder  that  they  who  threw  tiiem  away  had  rather  blame 
anybody  than  themselyes. 

The  papers  will  tell  jron  of  a  little  distorbanoe  at  PortEonoaih, 
where  a  Scotch  regiment,  destined  for  the  East  Indies,  mutinied, 
dahning  a  promise  of  being  disbanded  at  the  peace.  They  almost 
murdered  their  Colonel,  but  have  been  quieted,  on  assurance  that 
tione  shall  go  in-Toluntarily.  A  second  regiment  caught  the  spirit, 
but  were  more  easily  padfied.  Would  not  one  think  that  our 
Nabobs  have  drained  the  Indies,  when  men  would  rather  go  back 
to  Scotland  than  to  mines  of  gold  and  diamonds  f 

Lord  Mountstuart  will  be  no  longer  your  neighbour ;  he  goes 
to  Madrid,  and  Lord  Carmarthen  to  Paris.  I  haye  not  heard 
who  is  to  come  from  the  latter — ^I  mean  as  ambassador:  a 
multitude  of  individuals  are  expected,  and  aboTO  the  rest  the  Duo 
de  Chartres. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  anything  of  your  nephew,  but,  by  accident, 
that  he  will  come  to  town  for  the  sake  of  his  daughters.  His  absence 
is  inconvenient  to  me,  or  rather  to  you ;  as  he  might  teU  you  perhaps 
twenty  things  that  escape  me,  who  have  totally  quitted  public  places, 
and  go  but  to  a  very  few  private  houses.  However,  you  lose  little 
worth  knowing.  Our  newspapers  are  grown  such  minute  registers 
of  everything  that  happens,  and  still  more  of  everything  that  is  said 
to  have  happened,  that  you  would  easily  perceive  if  I  omitted  any- 
thing of  consequence.  I  do  little  more  than  confirm  the  rare  truths 
by  mentioning  them.  The  swarms  of  daily  lies  die  every  evening. 
There  is  another  character  due  to  our  papers ;  if  they  do  get  hold  of 
truth,  they  are  sure  of  overlaying  it  by  blunders ;  scarcely  ever  do 
they  state  any  event  in  accurate  terms  or  faithful  narratives,  imless 
when  there  are  any  melancholy  circumstances  that  had  better  be 
suppressed.  Those  they  detail  minutely,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of 
a  malignant  public,  and  to  the  grief  of  the  families  colicemed:  reason 
sufficient,  one  shotdd  think,  for  everybody  to  discourage  such  vehicles 
of  ill-nature.  A  pretty  woman  that  makes,  or  is  supposed  to  have 
made,  a  sUp,  is  hunted  down  as  inveterately  as  a  Pnme  Minister 
used  to  be :  I  do  not  mean  that  the  latter  escapes  the  better  for 
having  everybody  associated  with  him.  Our  newspapers,  like  German 
princes,  hunt  all  kinds  of  game  at  once — boars,  wolves,  foxes,  hares, 
rabbits ;  a  mouse  would  not  have  quarter  if  it  came  in  their  way. 
Adieu  for  the  present  I 
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Bui  this  morning  I  haye  leami  the  tennination  of  Gtonenl 
Murray's  aflEedr.  He  wanted  to  resign  his  regiment  rather  thsn 
sabmii  though  he  had  been  mined  by  it ;  having  three  childreii 
and  his  wife  big  with  a  fourth^  for  whom  he  begged  a  pension  of 
three  hundred  a  year.  The  King  excused  him  the  reprimand  oa 
the  two  charges ;  and  General  Murray  has  laboured  with  so  much 
2eal  and  good-nature,  that  at  last  he  prevailed  on  him  and  the  Court- 
Martial  to  let  him  alter  one  word  of  the  apology.  This  is  a  bigger 
detail  than  I  should  have  studied  but  to  satisfy  you.  My  letter  will 
now  set  out  on  Tuesday :  firom  you  it  is  long  since  I  had  one. 

The  ratification  of  the  Preliminaries  by  France  is  wme,  and  that 
of  Spain  is  expected  in  a  week.  This  day  sevennight  is  to  be  the 
great  combat  in  both  Houses ;  at  leasts  warm  opposition  is  talked  of: 
but  such  rumours  are  far  from  being  always  verified.  For  this  last 
week  there  has  been  talk  of  changes ;  yet  only  one  has  happened« 
the  resignation  of  Lord  Carlisle,  who,  it  is  said,  disapproves  the 
sacrifice  of  the  Loyalists.  Others  think  he  is  more  discontent  at 
not  going  Ambassador  to  Paris.  I  should  not  think  these  reports 
worth  mentioning,  but  that  the  newspapers  have  been  full  of  them* 
though  they  certainly  know  nothing  of  flie  matter.  Neither  the  old 
Ministry,  nor  the  fi^gment  of  the  last,  have  yet  spoken  oat ;  and 
therefore  the  public  can  form  no  judgment  what  will  happen.  The 
capital  point,  the  Peace,  is  attained.  Factions  there  will  always  be; 
the  world  cannot  stand  stock-stilL  War  is  a  tragedy ;  other  pcditics 
but  a  £Eurce.  It  is  plain,  mankind  think  so ;  for,  however  occupied 
flie  persons  concerned  are  by  what  they  are  interested  in,  how  little 
do  people  dwell  upon  what  is  past,  unless  it  has  come  to  blows  I 
How  often,  when  in  Parliament,  did  I  hear  questions  called  **  the 
most  important  that  had  ever  come  before  the  House,*'  which  a 
twelvemonth  after  no  mortal  remembered  I    Adieu  I 

P.S.  The  King  has  instituted  a  new  order  ci  knighthood 
[St  Patrick]  in  Lreland.  There  are  to  be  sixteen,  and  they  are 
to  wear  a  watered  light  blue  ribbon. 
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Berhdey  Square,  FA.  8, 1788» 

.  YoTTB  Dryads  most  go  into  black  gloyes.  Madam :  their  £ather-iii« 
law,  Lady  Nature's  second  husband,  is  dead  I  Mr.  Brown  dropped 
down  at  his  own  door  yesterday.  The  death  of  the  second  monarch 
of  Landscape  is  a  considerable  event  to  me,  the  historian  of  that 
kingdom — flie  political  world,  I  belieye,  is  more  occapied  by  the 
resignation  of  Lord  Carlisle ;  but  the  petty  incidents  of  the  Bed  Book 
are  much  below  my  notice,  and  I  care  not  who  is  grabbed  trp  or 
transplanted.  Tlie  American  war  is  terminated,  to  my  great  satisfac- 
tion, and  there  end  my  politics !  I  cannot  tap  a  new  chapter ;  but 
am  returned  to  all  my  old  studies,  and  read  over  again  my  £ayonrite 
authors  on  times  past ;  yon  mnst  not  be  surprised  if  I  ^onld  send 
3roa  a  collection  of  Tonton's  bans-tnots :  I  have  found  a  precedent  for 
such  a  work.  A  grave  author  wrote  a  book  on  the  Hunt  of  the 
Grand  Senechal  of  Normandy,  and  offe^DirscAi  ion  cAtien  Souillaxd, 
fui  fu^  au  Bai  Loy  de  France  anmeme  du  nam.  Louis  XII.,  the 
reverse  of  the  predecessor  of  the  same  name,  did  not  leave  to  his 
historian  to  celebrate  his  dogltelais,  but  did  him  the  honour  of  being 
his  biographer  himself;  and  for  a  reason  that  was  becoming  so  excellent 
a  King.  It  WBspour  animer  les  descendans  d*un  m  brow  Men  i  se 
rendre  aum  bona  que  lui,  et  encore  meilleurs.  It  was  great  pity  that 
the  Cardinal  d'Amboise  had  no  bastard  puppies,  or  to  be  sure  his 
Hajesiy  would  have  written  his  Prime  Minister's  life  too,  for  a  model 
to  his  successors. 

As  this  is  a  very  gossiping  letter  about  nothings,  I  will  tell  your 
liadyship  an  incident  that  struck  me  the  other  night  Lady  Beaulieu 
thought  Lady  Albemarle  mourned  too  long  for  Lady  Yere ;  Mrs. 
Hussey  said,  **  Madam,  they  were  cousin-germans.''  I  scoffed  at 
Mrs.  Hussey,  thinking  them  removed  by  two  or  three  generations, 
but  she  was  in  the  right ;  Lady  Albemarle  is  daughter  of  the  first 
Duke  of  Richmond,  and  Lord  Yere  was  son  of  the  first  Duke  of 
St  Albans ;  yet  Charles  II.  has  been  dead  ninety-eight  years ;  nay, 
liady  Albemarle  or  the  Bishop  of  Hereford  [BeauderKJ  may  mourn 
some  years  hence  for  the  other.  Lady  Albemarle  supped  at  Lady 
Aylesbury's  on  Sunday  night,  drank  two  glasses  of  Champagne,  and 
stayed  till  past  one  in  as  good  spirits  as  ever  I  saw  her. 
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There  lias  been  a  more  rapid  snooeflsioii  in  another  £EuniIj. 
Several  years  ago,  when  Lord  Straffurd  and  I  were  at  Lord  Thomond'flb 
we  walked  to  Walden  Churchy  and  were  shown  in  a  yanlt  there  fte 
coffins  of  eleven  Earls  aoid  Ooontesses  of  Sn£folk  isbat  had  died  sbee 
1700.  With  this  last  Earl  there  have  been  seven  more  sinoe  that 
time.  Yon  will  not  wonder.  Madam,  that  I  know  no  modem  newB» 
when  i  am  so  deep  in  the  lore  of  obitoaries  I  Your  oflier  eone- 
spondents  will  teU  jon  fes  dUa  et  gestes  duriMe;  it  ismofe  seemljfbr 
me  to  concern  mjnelf  about  part  generaticxis  than  about  the  rking 
dncb 

2824.    TO  THB  BBY.  WILLIAM  MASOlf. 

I  HAVB  at  last  leeeived  year  'i^resnoy'  from  Sir  Joshua.  Yoa 
have  made  it  a  very  handsome  book ;  and  I  am  pleased  that  yon  have 
added  Gray's  '  Ghronologio  List'  Sir  Joshua  has  lately  given  me 
too  his  last  Discourse  to  the  Academy,  which  I  will  teU  yon,  mtn 
nous,  is  rather  an  apology  for,  or  an  avowal  ot^  flie  objeet  c^his  own 
style,  that  is  effect,  or  impression  on  all  sorts  of  spectators,  lliis 
lesson  will  rather  do  hnrt  than  good  on  his  disciples,  and  make  them 
neglect  all  kind  of  finishing.  Nor  is  he  judicious  in  quoting  Yan- 
dyck,  who  at  least  specified  silks,  satins,  velvets.  Sir  Joshna's 
draperies  represent  clothes,  never  their  materials.  Yet  more: 
Yandydc  and  Sir  Gt)dfirey  Eneller  excelled  all  painters  in  hands;  Sir 
Joshua's  are  seldom  even  tolerably  drawn.  I  saw  f  other  day,  one 
of,  if  not  the  best  of  his  works,  the  portrait  of  Lord  Biohaid 
Cavendish.  Little  is  distingoished  bnt  the  head  and  hand;  yet 
the  latter,  though  nearest  to  the  spectator,  is  abominably  bad :  so  are 
fliose  of  my  Three  Nieces ;  and  though  the  effect  of  the  wiiole  ii 
charming,  the  details  are  slovenly,  the  faces  only  red  and  white; 
and  his  journeyman,  as  if  to  distinguish  himself,  has  finished  the 
lock  and  key  of  the  table  like  a  Dutch  flower-painter.' 

lobservefliatyousay  that  in  Pope's 'Epistle  to  Jervas*  hechanged 
Wbrtley  for  Wonky  in  later  editions,  but  surely  it  was  Wartky  in 
tiie  earliest  editions.  I  did  not  know  that  it  had  ever  been  printed 
Wortley,  being  so  possessed  of  its  being  Warsley  that  I  did  not 
perceive  the  change.  Lady  Worsley,  mother  of  Lady  Oarteret,  was 
a  beauty,  and  friend  of  Pope. 

^  Saeonfe, UMu  to  Miaon,  SSth  Mmj,  1780.— Oviiimbaic 
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Aie  yim  ndt  eoneened  £w  tlM  death  of  [Ckq^faU^  I 

made  a  bad  Bpitaph  fijr  him,  wkidb,  if  yoa  please,  you  noyay  re-oolour 
mtiii  any  (ads  that  semain  m.  you  pallet  with  whioh  yea  repainted 
^  IVeoMf :' hero  it  IS  :-— 

Wiih  one  lost  PAndin  Uie  name 

Of  onr  fint  MWiitflr  Is  Mateed^ 
Bmwn  ihall  «i^oy  unrallied  fame 

For  maay  a  Paradiie  regained. 

I  have  a  mind,  should  you  approve  it,  to  call  Designers  of  Gkirdens, 
Cfardenists,  te  difltingnish  them  from  Gardeners;  or  Landacajmta.  I 
wish  you  would  ooin  a  term  for  the  art  itself' 

I  have  heard  nothing  of  Cumberland's  pedestrian  tragedy,  but 
that  all  the  men  laughed  at,  all  the  women  cried  at  ii  I  know  no 
more  literary  news,  and  I  haye  done  wiili  all  odier*    Adieu  I 

Your  coalition  with  Johnson  is  super-excellent,  yet  have  I  hVedsQ 
long  and  seen  so  many  strange  evolutions,  thai^  do  you  know,  I 
should  not  be  quite  surprised  if  it  were  a  realiiy,  and  not  a  Parody  P 
Ohaosis  in  good  earnest  come  again,  and  were  not  the  nation  at  once 
80  dissipated^  and  so  detadied  from  all  esteem  for  persons,  which  it 
is  impossible  to  feel,  I  should  expect  very  serious  consequences.  But 
as  in  the  primitive  chaos,  though  all  the  elements  were  at  strife,  we 
Bfe  not  told  of  any  bloodshed,  that  neither  the  fire  was  drowned,  nor 
tiie  water  boiled  over.  I  conclude  the  present  confusion  will  subside 
in  a  new  Creation;  that  the  Devil  will  steal  into  Paradise,  that  the 
Bew  cou|rie  will  be  driven  out  of  it  again,  after  they  have  filled  their 
bellies,  and  that  things  will  go  on  as  they  were  in  the  beginning,  are 
now,  and  shall  be  for  ever  more.  Such  being  my  idea  of  politics,  I 
should  if  I  had  not,  as  you  know,  already  bidden  adieu  to  them, 
take  a  still  more  solemn  leave  of  them  now.  I  am  willing  to 
die  with  what  little  honesty  and  oonsLsteni^  I  have.  How  that 
would  be  possible  I  do  not  see,  when  all  principles  are  con- 
founded. One  cannot  be  of  a  party  by  one's  self,  and  where  is 
that  one io  which  I  would  say  I  appertain P  To  none;  absolutely  to 
none.  B^or  would  ihat  be  the  strongest  objection.  To  stand  single 
may  be  the  honesteet  par^  but  then  it  must  be  a  negative  one. 

^  "  Poor  Bcevn  f  I  liave  xeaUy  bean  mncli  eonoarned  and  hurt  at  Ua  onaxpeeted 
deatb ;  in,  ezdnaiTe  ef  the  admhrntloa  I  nafcuaUy  foel  tn  true  genina  in  ereiy  arl^  I 
itapeeted  thai  man'a  prifate  chancier,  and  ever  found  him  obligiag,  good-hammired, 
and  aeoonunodating  in  the  higheai  degree;  while  I  felt  an  affection  fur  him,  and  liked 
his  company,  in  apiie  of  hia  jnmm,*— JWmh  Lard  ffareimrt§  Correipatuienee  wUk 
UoBOM,  in  MS, — MnwovK 
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Wliat  can  an  insolated  man  do  P  no  good.  H  oonneoted,  I  &ar  («f 
my  conscience  is  a  litUe  timid)  he  may  do  more  hann  tlian  good. 
In  short,  the  more  I  reflect,  the  less  am  I  satisfied  with  the  professkm 
of  politician^  and  therefore  my  remnant  shall  not  be  discoloured  wBi 
it.  Personal  interests  or  personal  passions  will  creep  into  the  paste, 
and  perhaps  leaven  the  whole  lump.    I  wash  my  hands  of  it. 

I  have  not  seen  the  new  edition  of  your  *  Gbrden'  advertised,  or 
should  certainly  have  sent  for  it.  I  do  want  yon  to  give  me  fiiree 
or  four  impressions  of  your  own  Head  and  of  Gray's — ^I  mean  of  the 
small  quartos.  You  know  the  principal  occupation  of  my  dotage  is 
making  books,  that  is,  dressiog  them  up  with  prints  and  pretty  bindings; 
a  charming  amusement  for  a  superannuated  child,  and  which  neither 
hurts  the  eyes  nor  employs  the  head.  Tour  *  Fresnoy'  is  to  be 
decorated  proudly.  Thus  I  have  answered  your  kind  question  and 
told  you  that  I  am  very  well,  in  short  a  very  fine  boy  of  my  age, 
fliough  I  have  neither  cut  any  teeth,  nor  lost  any ;  my  hand,  too, 
though  very  rickeiy,  you  see  can  walk  alone  again.    Adieu  I 

Tours  entirely, 

H.  Walpolb.' 

Jfordk  7, 1788. 

'  TO  TBI  BOV.  BO&AOI  WA&FOUL 

York,  JforcA  S,  1788. 

Now  that  chaot  is  come  again,  I  hold  myself  absolved  from  every  obligation.  I 
■hall  therefore  ecom  to  make  any  apology  to  yon  for  my  late  eilenoe.  1  have  food 
myaelf  better  employment  than  that  of  writing  either  to  yon  or  any  of  my  former  friendk 
I  have  gone  a  great  way  towards  a  literary  coalition  with  Dr.  Johnson  :  onr  oljeot  ii 
no  less  than  the  complete  administration  of  the  Blue  Stocking  Clnb,  which  we  mean 
to  goyem  in  a  tmly  constitntional  way,  without  any  condirrence  ftom  Madua 
Hontagn.  All  onr  arrangements  are  not  finally  settled ;  Cnmberland  wiU  not  eomt 
into  onr  plan,  unless  1  give  him  my  word  and  honour  that  I  will  write  prolognea  ia 
all  the  plays  he  has  now  on  the  stocks,  or  shall  have  on  the  atoeka.  Hard  tenaa  at 
theae  are,  I  beUere  I  shall  hare  public  spirit  enough  to  accede  to  them. 

I  neyer  saw  a  man  so  placable,  and  even  reasonable,  as  Johnson  himself;  ha  la 
willing  to  own  Gray's  Odea  tolerable,  provided  I  will  not  inaiat  on  hia  Ukii^  blank 
▼ene ;  and  as  we  are  both  agreed  in  thinking  Haephenon  the  foigv  of  Oaiteii,  wa 
have  akeady  decided  that  he  shall  be  expelled  the  dub.  Mrs.  Montagu,  however,  la 
still  so  obstinate,  that  she  holds  her  feast  of  shells  in  her  feather  dreadng-room :  ahe 
will  however  certainly,  in  due  time,  be  foroed  to  aubmlt  to  our  terma.  fioame  Jaoyaa 
haa  abaolutely  refuaed  to  take  the  lead  in  her  conversaaioneai  pleading  age  and  infinnl- 
ties,  and  the  kck  of  hia  former  volatile  spirits.  Smelt  haa  been  sent  for  from  the 
banks  of  the  Swale;  but  he  declares  he  haa  done  both  with  the  courtly  and  witty 
world.  In  ahort^  if  we  can  only  keep  together,  we  shall  cany  our  point  hoUow.  I  ana 
ao  dear  in  thia,  that  I  think  I  can  safely  offer  you  the  place  of  Bpigrammatiat  General, 
if  yon  will  accept  it ;  but  any  other  that  you  are  less  fit  for  would  suit  our  adminia* 
tration  better.  Ton  must^  however,  be  sure  to  foUow  our  leading  prindple,  whidi  is, 
thai  when  you  have  read  the  worst  poem  that  ever  was  written,  you  must  immediatelj 
make  the  author  of  it  your  boaom  friend,  and  dedare  thai  H  ia  not  wiitinga  bat 
writera  that  you  hold  in  estimation.  Pray  give  me  your  sentimenta  upon  thia 
point  immediately,  for  we  shall  be  in  power  incontinently. 

With  these  great  ideas  in  my  head,  you  cannot  wonder  that  I  am  careless  as  to  any 
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Berhdeif  Sgmare,  Feb.  18, 178»-a  greaiifrmdthUd  </16B8. 

Pbat,  Madam,  do  not  imagine  that  I  pretend  to  mod  yon  a  oool 
newspiqiery  when  probably  you  haye  had  my  inteUigenoe  antieipated 

newB  7<m  out  tend  m«;  beild«t  I  know  yon  eaa  toU  me  no  mora  tbin  Toaton  oonld 
of  whai  it  going  forward  at  St  James's.  Ton  laid  aside  your  politioal  correspon- 
dence with  me  in  the  Tory  nick  of  time,  for  I  should  hare  defied  yon  to  haTe 
carried  ii  on  to  the  present  moment  Yon  are  toterably  good  at  description;  bat 
Milton  ikiled  when  he  attempted  to  describe  the  Umbo  of  Twiity :  were  yon  to  write 
to  me  now,  yon  mnst  describe  the  limbo  of  incoherency,  which  I  look  npon  as  a 
mnch  harder  task.  Let  ns  talk  of  something  within  the  sphere  of  common  sense. 
My  edition  of  '  Presnoy,'  that  is,  Qraham*s,  printed  1716,  in  the  Epistle  to  JerTa% 
r^ids  WorUejf,^  and  thii  is  the  second  edition ;  ondonbtedly  it  was  so  in  the  fiist ; 
Imt,  on  second  thovghts,  this  is  the  first  in  which  that  epistle  was  printed.  Diyden's 
own  in  quarto  only  preceded  it  I  wish  I  had  mentioned  this  to  yon  before  I  printed 
my  note,  that  I  might  haye  added  to  it  your  notices  about  Lady  Worsley.  I  widi, 
too,  I  had  referred  my  reader  to  your  account  of  Jernts,  to  authorise  what  I  had  said 
of  him,  for  all  readers  do  not  know  that  he  was  a  bad  painter.  I  Uke  your  epigram 
on  poor  Brown  much,  and  your  new  iuTented  term  of  Qardenists ;  I  wish  I  and  u^ 
conmientator  had  been  possessed  of  it  before  my  last  edition  was  published,  for  pub- 
lished I  suppose  it  now  ii^  as  it  was  printed  off  three  weeks  ago;  but  if  you  would  see 
it  yon  must  bay  it,  foir  of  it  I  make  no  presents,  looking  upon  it  as  a  second  edition. 
Pray  give  me  a  line  to  assure  me  of  your  health :  I  inquire  not  after  that  of  my 
oonntiy.  Youn,  &&, 

W.  Mieoi. 

TO  VBB  BOV.  BOBAOl  WAIPOLB. 

Aikm,  May  4, 1785. 

WBAf  ean  a  man  write  about  in  these  daysl  these  chaotic  days  t  Was  I  to  write 
in  my  htft  rein,  and  tell  you  that  my  firiend  Ledphanes  [Dr.  Johnson]  and  I  had  been 
employed  in  raising  a  loan  to  finidi  Madam  Montagu's  feather  dressing-room,  and 
that  we  had  paid  the  priee  of  oslriflh  feathers  for  gooeequiUs,  yon  would  hardly  take 
it  for  an  excuse,  and  think  me  as  tedious  as  I  suppose  tiie  dramatiMd  Tristram 
Shandy  may  be :  therefore  I  will  only  beg  your  pardon  for  not  writing  sooner,  and  for 
X  not  sen&ig  (what  indeed  I  have  not)  the  impressions  you  desired  of  the  etching  of 
my  noble  scJl  I  haye,  indeed,  a  fow  of  the  two  plates  of  Mr.  Gray,  and  had  anylwdy 
gone  from  this  part  of  the  worid  to  town,  you  would  hare  had  them  ere  this ;  but  they 
ehall  be  sent  the  first  opportunity.  In  the  mean  time  I  hare  written  to  Mr.  Stonhewer 
to  tell  him  that  Carter,  my  former  serrant  (who  I  fear  is  now  half-etarring  in  town), 
has  the  plate  of  my  head,  and  to  bid  him  bring  a  fow  copies  to  you.  He  is  a  good 
copyist  in  oU ;  and  if  you  could  recommend  Um  to  anybody  who  wants  a  picture 
cheaply  and  fliithfiilly  copied,  he  would  answer  their  purpose,  and  be  an  act  of 
charity. 

If  you  wish  to  know  anything  of  my  present  occupations,  intentions,  ftc,  ftc,  I 
xefor  yon  to  either  Lord  Hareourt  or  Mr.  Stonhewer :  the  history  of  myself  is  not 


>  And  Pope's  own  edition  of  1717  of  his  Worin  reads  WorUey,  When  he  quaireiled 
with  Lady  Mary,  he  transferred  the  compliment^  by  the  alteration  of  a  singie  letter^ 
fo  Lady  Wordey.— Ovbbib«ham. 
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by  a  oourier :  Oh  dear,  no ;  bat  as  gasetteen  think  it  their  legcin 
ixkty  to  specify  everything  that  happens,  as  well  as  eveiyfliing  thai 
does  not»  thouf^  all  the  world  may  know  both,  J  acquaint  yoor 
Ladyship,  that  at  eight  this  morning  (whioh  eig^t  o'dock  was  part 
of  yesterday,  Monday)  the  Administration  was  defeated  on  the  Yerj 
same  field  wheie  anofliar  Administration  was  ranted  abomt  this  time 
twelyemonth,  and,  which  makes  the  victory  mora  memorable,  flie 
general  who  was  beaten  last  year,  and  one  of  the  generals  who  beat 
him,  had  joined  their  forces  to  fight  (he  general,  who  had  had  a  share 
over  the  vanquished  one  of  this  time  twelvemonth. 

This  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  told  by  me,  who  have  oeased  to 
be  an  examiner,  and  am  only  a  spectator. 

I  will  not  distract  yon  wiih  any  other  news  foreign  to  the  bigeveot 
of  the  day.  Yon  would  listen  to  nothing  else  except  conjectures ;  and 
Ihose,  though  one  cannot  help  forming  them,  would  be  so  entirely 
•ooined  by  my  own  brain,  that  they  would  not  assist  you.  I  wiU  not 
even  answer  any  paragraph  of  your  Ladyship's  last,  except  one  word 
about  the  loyalists.  As  I  always  apply  my  reflections  to  my  own 
way  of  thinking,  that  is,  consider  what  operation  any  great  event  wiU 
have  in  my  system,  I  draw  some  sweetness  firom  the  dereliction  of  the 
loyalists.  I  do  piiy  sincerely  the  conscientious  among  them,  but  I 
trust  that  this  example  will  a  little  cure  people  of  the  distemper  of 
loyaliy.  If  the  more  zealous  the  Eubioonians,  and  those  whose  cause 
they  promote  against  the  general  happiness,  would  ever  read,  or  ever 
profit  by  what  they  might  read,  what  a  lesson  would  the  American 
war  be  against  aiming  at  extending  power!  Quteta  non  mofpere 
was  the  maxim  of  a  man  [Sir  Robert  Walpole],  who  I,  who 
have  seen  a  good  deal,  do  not  tiiink  wanted  common  sense ;  Lord 
dhatham,  no  doubt,  bought  us  more  glory,  but  very  dearly. 
We  have  paid  still  dearer  &r  losses  and  diagrace.     My  Quiet 

worth  wiiiliig  twiee  oyer,  or  vetding  once  oTor,  and  yei  I  lutve  the  Twnity  to  thiak  U 
»  better  hiitoiy  thui  the  parlkmentary  hiftoiy  would  be  of  predaely  the  Mune  «rm ; 
I  mean  from  the  time  that  I  left  York  In  Febraaiy  to  the  preaent  moment. 

I  find  on  looUag  oyer  what  I  haye  icribbled,  that  where  the  maiginal  X  ia,  I  hare 
written  lomething  yeiy  like  Iiiih.  Yon  may  make  a  pceeent  of  the  eentenee,  if  yo« 
pleaae,  to  my  Lord  Northington;  it  may  be  of  aerrice  to  him.  I  r^oioe  that  yonr 
rickety  hand  is  able  to  wa&  alone;  if  it  would  now  and  then  yiait  the  moat  nnde- 
aerring  of  its  eorreapondenta,  it  might  employ  itielf  yeiy  well,  tiU  yon  are  in  a  habit 
of  yiaiting  the  pnrchaaer  of  Mr.  Pmdo'i  yiUa.  Pray  tell  me  if  it  bo  really  true  thai 
Barry  the  pahiter  baa  pnt  me  in  Blyiinm : '  the  papers  haye  made  me  yeiy  yain  with 
thethoogfat.    Adiol 

>  Inhia  pietvre  at  the  Society  of  Arts.— OvanaMiaii. 
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statesman  was  oalled  the  Father  of  Oorrapiion,  thongli  his 
politioal  parents  and  children  had  heen,  and  have  been  fiill  of 
the  same  Uood.  Was  it  a  eapital  oriiae  to  bribe  those  on  safe  to 
promeie  flie  happiness  of  ihemselyes  and  others,  to  bribe  them  to 
preserve  the  constitation  and  make  the  oommeroe  of  their  oonntry 
flourishP  V^ry  di^reoit  ^xj^erimeiits  hate  been  tried  stnde.  I  b^ 
your  pardon.  Madam,  for  wandering  baisk  tb  my  cmn  id^as  i  but  when 
a  revolution  happens,  it  is  natural  to  refl^  6n  those  <me  has  se^m 
I  am  a  MethnsaLem  froni  the  toenes  I  hate  seen ;  yet,  toother  daji^,  I 
made  an  aoqnaintanoe  with  one  a  little  my  senior ;  yet  we  are  to  be 
very  intimate  for  a  long  time,  for  niy  new  Mend  is  but  ninety-^eit:^ . 
It  is  General  Oglethorpe ;  I  had  not  seen  him  these  tw^ty  ycMtfs^ 
yet  knew  him  instantly.  As  he  did  not  reoc^eot  me,  I  t^d  him  it 
was  a  proof  how  little  he  t^as  idtered,  and  I  how  mudh.  I  UtAi  X 
would  visit  him ;  he  replied,  **  No,  no ;  I  can  walk  better  tiiaii  yea  i 
I  will  come  to  you."  He  is  alert,  upright,  has  his  eyes,  6aM,  and 
memory  fresh.  If  Jrou  t^ant  any  partioulaito  of  the  last  century, 
1  can  procure  ISiem,  but  I  know  nothing  of  Vhttt  is  to  happen 
io'tnarrow. 

F.S.  t  havd  just  seto  tn  the '  t^blie  AdveHasef '  li  passage  in  • 
letter  firom  the  Smperor  to  the  Pope,  which  informs  me  hew  liitto 
ihe  delegates  of  Heaven  have  occasion  to  read.  Osteaf  teUs  St 
l>6ter,  ^'thid;  Ad  possestfds  in  his  own  bi^east  a  void^  which  tsis  wfaai^ 
as  legislator  and  protector  of  Beligion,  he  ought  to  pnftfci^  or  desist 
from ;  and  that  voice,  "vlrith  Hke  adsdstan^e  of  divine  Gfaoe^  and  the 
honest  and  jnst  character  which  hd  feels  in  himsd^  can  never  lead 
liim into  error.^'  Iherel  Madam,  tiiet^  is  imperial  in&llibility  to 
some  purpose  t  Henry  VIII.  undoubtedly  fdt  the  same  inspiration 
when  he  oecame  head  of  oulr  Churth ;  and  I  dare  to  say,  that  the 
Earls  of  D^y  and  the  Dukes  6f  Athol,  tQl  they  sold  ttie  Isle  of 
Han,  had  exactly  the  same  unerring  feelings.  That  inward  voice, 
whidi  the  Checks  called  Chstramuthoa,  prattles  to  every  monaroh 
Wore  he  can  q>eak  himself  and  did  do  to  Henry  YL  in  his  oftidk^ 
ihough  he  lived  to  Icfsd  eterjrthing. 


voite  vni. 
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fiSM.    fO  am  HOSAOE  MANH. 

Berhthif  Bfnutnt  i'Ui  18^  ITIlL 

I  HiNTBD  to  you  that  the  Peace  was  not  popular — jtm.  must  maka  ^ 
a  prodigious  stride  from  that  warning :  yon  must  extend  your  idea 
to  the  blink  of  the  piedpioey  and  conoeiye — ^not  that  the  peace  is  to 
be  broken  ere  consommatef  but  that  it  has  already  overturned  the 
peace-maker  I  It  is  not  eleven  o'dock  of  Tuesday  morning,  and  flie 
House  of  OommonSy  that  sat  yesterday  on  the  preliminaries,  has  not 
been  up  three  hours,  after — ^in  short,  after  carrying  a  question 
against  Lord ,  Shelbume,  by  224  to  208.  He  was  scarcdy  less 
beaten  in  the  other  House ;  where,  even  with  the  support  of  the 
Household  troops,  the  Bishops,  and  the  Scotchi  he  had  but  69 
votes  to  65. 

Partioulars  of  this  Revolution,  which  it  must  be,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  tell  you.  The  question  moved  by  the  Opposition  I  barely  heard 
last  night  at  the  card-table  at  Princess  Amelie's,  who  received  a 
note  from  Lord  Duncannon.  It  was  a  temperate  but  very  artfbl 
one ;  declared  against  infringing  the  tr^ty,  though  announcing  that 
the  House  would  consider  the  terms.  This  is  all  I  know :  both 
Houses  are  but  just  gone  to  bed ;  and  even  the  newspapers,  who 
have  been  sitting  up  gapingfor  intelligence  all  nighty  have  not  gotten 
(m  their  clean  shirts  yet. 

Now  will  you  be— -and  so  by  this  time  is  everybody  else— eager  to 
know  what  will  be  next  That  is  precisely  what  I  neither  know  nor 
guess ;  in  which  last  point,  no  doubt,  I  differ  from  most  people :  but 
you  know  I  always  forbid  myself  conjectures ;  I  have  little  opinion 
of  ^y  own  penc^tration — nay,  nor  of  any  one's.  I  have  a  rule  about 
penetration,  which  maybe  paradoxical,  and  yet  I  think  there  is  good 
sense  m  it :  it  is  this.  How  would  a  wise  man  calculate  what  is  to 
happen  P  Why,  he  must  state  to  himself  appearances  and  causes, 
and  then  conclude  that  they  would  produce  the  natural  consequences. 
Now,  it  is  a  thousand  to  one  that  some  foolish  circumstance  or  other 
interferes,  influences  some  very  unforeseen  event,  and  destroys  all 
his  fine  ratiocination:  in  eiiort,  some  mistress,  wife,  servant, 
fietvourite,  or  clerk  gives  a  sudden  bias,  and  turns  reason  and  its 
train  aside;  and  the  philosopher,  who  would  have  disdained  to 
make  an  unlogical  computation,  finds  all  his  penetration  dia- 
appoinlbd. 
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Weill  though  I  cannot  lead  yon  a  step  fbrwaxd,  I  will  open  % 
little  of  the  baok  scene,  which,  at  least,  will  prevent  you  firom 
making  wrong  reflections.  Ton  mnst  not  flien  imagine  that  the 
mere  ariades  of  the  Preliminaiies  hare  cansed  ttie  ^[iproaohing 
rerolntion;  you  mnst  not  suppose  that  any  sacrifices  of  glory, 
interest,  or  dominion,  nor  even  flie  derdiction  of  the  LoyalistB, 
though  sonnded  the  most  loudly,  occasioned  the  fermentation  ihat 
lias  made  the  House  of  Commons  boil  orer  and  cast  o£F  the 
Administration.  More  human  causes  than  national  honour  and 
national  interest,  than  commiseration  and  justice,  made  ibe  fire 
beneath  bum  too  intensely.  In  one  word,  my  good  friend,  Lord 
North  and  Mr.  Fox  united  their  forces  and  defeated  Lord  Shdbume 
in  a  pitched  battle.  The  town  says,  that  he  deferred  treating  wifli 
either  till  it  was  too  late ;  and  that  he  did  treat  with  them  wbea  H 
was  too  late,  even  last  week,  when  he  was  rejected  by  both. 
Whether  tkey  can  agree  better  if  they  are  to  divide  the  spoils  is  now 
to  be  seen.  But  I  shall  not  step  over  the  threshold  of  next  minute ; 
sufficient  to  ttie  day  is  the  event  thereof:  I  shall  say  no  more,  but 
what  I  replied  (and  often  do  reply,  like  an  old  man  fond  of  his  own 
sayings)  to  a  person  yesterday  morning,  who  asked  me  ''how  all 
this  would  end P"  I  answered,  ''How  will  it  begin P"  That  is 
ibe  proper  answer  always  on  political  emergencies.  Politics  never 
end :  after  struggles  they  come  to  a  settlement,  but  consequences  are 
chained  to  that  settlement;  yet  I  meant  more.  The  first  time 
I  used  the  expression,  how  trill  it  begin  f  was  in  the  American  war ; 
it  was  that  war  that  overturned  a  firm  settlement:  and  when 
I  was  asked  how  it  would  end,  I  foresaw  how  ofben  that  question 
would  be  repeated,  before  any  man  would  be  able  to  answer  it 
— the  question  of  to-day  is  but  one  instance. 

Tuietdaiif,  tii  ifte  mmimg. 

I  own  I  was  grown  uneasy  at  not  hearing  from  you,  and  sent  to 
your  nepheVs  on  Saturday,  and  again  to-day,  having  heard  he  was 
expected.  He  came  to  me  two  hours  ago,  and  brought  me  a  letter 
from  you,  which  explains  your  silence  in  a  very  kind  manner,  as  you 
forbore  writing  in  pity  to  my  weak  hand ;  but  you  see,  that,  lame  as 
all  the  fingers  are  but  the  thumb,  I  can  write  glibly.  Lideed, 
excepting  in  my  right  hand,  I  am  much  the  better  for  my  late  fit ;: 
it  has  cleared  my  blood,  and  revived  my  spirits. 

When  your  nephew  and  I  had  gossipped  over  the  great  event  of 
the  morning,  I  did  not  fiffget  your  disquiet  about  General  Mwray, 
though  everybody  else  has;  as  well  as  the  controvmy  on  foot  in 
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print  bitnieeb  JiOfi  ODmwwUis  ni  Sr  Heniy  QlJDi«iL'  Tha  pfim 
k  tiie  fapic  cm  tiie  ciorpet,  aiMl  has  obliterated  the  wsur.  Sir  Horaoe 
jmnor  vill  g9  to  the  Q^eoeral  to-nu^rrow,  «d4i  by  his  own  pnideDt 
tiionght,  will  not  tep  the  matter  of  your  letters,  not  to  put  into  his 
wild  head  what  nerer  eam^  into  it»  or  may  ho  slipped  out  of  it ;  but, 
should  Muxray  meation  the  imbjeoti  yo^r  n^hew  will  satiafy  him  of 
your  innocenoe. 

I  osn  say  no  more  now;  nor  hav^  tima  to  apeak  on  the  war  yoa 
Inresee  between  enqierevs  and  ^npresses.  Thongh  X  ba^e  nothing 
to  do  with  polities,  I  live  so  much  at  homoi  and  my  house  is  in  so 
eentral  a  position^  that  it  iaa  Uttle  coffee-house  in  a  monung  when 
Ae  town  is  foil,  and  I  am  pei^etually  intenmptad.  Adien  I  yoa 
shall  hear  again  as  soon  as  the  pioipeot  eleaia*  I  do  not  aend  yoa 
taadom  guesses  and  raports« 


2227.    TO  SIB  HOBACB  ICAITW. 

Thb  Tictory  of  flie  Opposition  on  Tuesday  last  was  followed  by 
another  on  Fiiday. '  liord  Shelbume  took  Saturday  to  donaidfflr  oa 
It ;  yesterday  morning  acquainted  the  Oabinet  wttli  his  intention  of 
retiring;  notified  that  resolution  to  the  rest  of  his  adherentB  in  the 
evening,  and  resigned  his  post  this  morning.  In  teuct,  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  maintain  it  against  a  House  of  Oommons  in  which 
he  had  lost  the  majority,  and  in  which  the  supplies  are  not  yet  voted. 
Parliaments  are  not  to  be  governed  when  they  will  not  give  money 
to  govern  them  by.  This  Parliament^  too,  has  gotten  an  ugly  trick 
of  turning  out  even  those  who  did  pay  them  handsomely ; '  and  yet 
some  people  in  the  country  are  so  visionary  as  to  imagine  ^ey 
could  improve  the  constitution  or  construction  of  the  House  of 
Oommons.  I  donH  know  what  suoh  folks  would  have^  if  they  are 
not  content  with  the  demolition  of  two  Administrations  in  one 
year  I 

As  Lord  Shelbume  has  been  routed  by  the  united  forces  of  Lord 
North  and  Mr.  Fox,  it  is  supposed  that  these  two  chieftains  will 
form  a  new  Administration  of  their  friends,  thcmgh  neither  wiU  be 
the  nominal  Premier ;  (he  first  declaring  against  being  the  Mkmter 

'  tldB  controTgnj  wii  on  tlieialjeQt  of  IIm  Imi  mmpstga  Is  Aa«kSi— WaHOta^ 
*  L«d  yoitku*-W4UOM. 
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again,  and  the  Duke  of  Porfland  being  file  ostendble  sdooesaor  of 
Lend  BoddngbaiiL  From  fliis  jtmotion  die  new  Adminiirtratien  is 
expected;  but  how  it  is  to  be  transacted,  or  how  arranged,  I  am 
totally  ignorant 

The  triumphant  party  declare  for  adherence  to  the  Peace,  thoog^ 
they  condemn  it  Indeed,  I  hope  it  will  be  inviolate.  It  is  not 
witiiin  the  compass  of  my  knowledge  to  pronotmce  whether  we 
eonld  hare  had  better  terms  or  not.  They  are  better  than,  for  some 
years,  I  hare  thought  we  could  obtain  ;  and  thongh  I  was  &r  firom 
admiring  Lord  Shelbnme's  conduct  last  spring,*  and  have  been  as  teix 
from  applauding  his  behaviour  since,  which  has  been  improper  in 
every  light,  still  I  am  glad  that  he  did  make  peace ;  and  I  am  not 
less  persuaded,  that,  had  the  war  continued,  we  should  not  only 
h&re  sufiEered  still  more,  but  made  a  peace  much  worse  at  the  end. 
Lord  Shelbume's  motives  may  not  have  been  laudable ;  his  manage- 
ment of  the  treaty  injudicious  and  rash ;  still  I  prefer  the  peace, 
such  as  it  is,  to  continuation  of  the  war.  I  believe  I  differ  from 
some  of  my  best  friends,  but  I  must  be  governed  by  my  own 
feelings,  and  must  speak  the  truth. 

Your  nephew  tells  me  he  intends  to  make  you  a  visit  next  month  i 
he  makes  no  more  of  a  journey  to  Florence  than  of  going  to  York 
races ;  and  therefore  I  am  glad  you  will  not  only  have  the  comfort 
of  seeing  him,  but  of  hearing  a  thousand  things  expounded  that 
cannot  be  detailed  in.  a  letter.  The  new  sjrstem  will  probably  be 
adjusted  by  fliat  time.  I  shall  desire  him  to  carry  you  the  detail  of 
Cteneral  If  utrajr^a  trialy  which  I  myself  shall  never  temL  It  was  an 
incident  tiMt  made  no  impression  here«  This  gteat  ciiy  is  wonder^ 
folly  oariow,  though  exceedingly  indiGBereni  The  latter  completion' 
eecasioBa  the  former.  Everybody  wants  to  hear  something  new 
every  day,  no  matter  whether  good  or  bad.  They  forget  it  next 
day,  and  enquire  again  for  news.  At  this  moment  every  man's 
mouth  and  ear  is  open  to  leam  the  new  Administration-^none  can 
tell  yet ;  still,  dispositions  of  places  are  invented  and  CirciilaAed : 
yet^  excepting  interested  politieiaas,  nobody  reaUy  cares  who  is  to 
go  in  Of  ent ;  and,  when  the  change  is  completed^  it  will  be  forgotten 
in  a  week.  This  was  exactly  the  case  in  March  and  in  June  last 
Our  leviiy  is  unlike  that  of  Uie  French ;  they  torn  everything  into  a 
jeat^  an  epigram,  or  a  ballad;  we  are  not  pleaeant>  but  violent,  and 

>  Whan  h%  ncgoi&Aled  wiih  (he  king  wiUioai  concert  with  Lord  Boekingfasm.— • 
Walfoul 
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yet  remember  noUiixig  for  a  memeni  This  was  not  oiur  eharaetef 
fiirmerly.  Perhaps  the  prostitution  of  patriotism,  and  the  daily  and 
indiscriminate  publications  of  abuse  'on  all  the  wwld,  have,  the 
former  made  virtue  suspected,  and  the  latter  made  discredit  so 
general,  that  virtue  is  either  not  believed,  or  has  no  authority.  Can 
the  people  be  much  attached  to  any  man,  if  they  think  well  of 
none  P  Can  they  hate  any  man  superlatively,  if  they  think  ill  of 
all  P  In  my  own  opinion,  we  have  no  positive  character  at  present 
at  all.  We  are  not  so  bad  as  most  great  nations  have  been  when 
sinking.  We  have  no  excessive  vices,  no  raging  animomties. 
A  most  absurd  and  most  disgraceful  civil  war  produced  no  conojuo- 
tions.  A  peace,  &r  &om  glorious,  to  be  sure,  and  condemned, 
pleases  many,  seriously  provokes  very  few.  It  will  sink  into  silent 
contempt,  assoon  as  the  new  Ministers  are  appointed.  The  peaoeof 
Paris,  more  ignominious  as  the  termination  of  a  most  triomjdiant 
war,  was  scarce  mentioned  after  the  preliminaries  had  been  approved 
in  Parliament  If  you  find  these  features  resembling  those  of  fonner 
England,  then  I  am  wrong  to  think  our  national  character  altered. 

There  has  been  a  deep  snow,  which  has  prevented  my  going  cuA, 
or  having  seen  anybody  to-day ;  so,  if  there  is  anything  new,  I  hope 
your  nephew  will  write  it.    Adieu ! 
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Mmtk  10, 1781. 

I  BBOAN  a  letter  to  you  yesterday  sevennigfat,  intending  to  send 
it  away  the  next  day :  so  I  did  on  Friday,  by  which  time  I  oon- 
cluded  a  new  Admimstration  would  be  settled.  That  is  not  just  the 
case  yet;  and  therefore  I  have  laid  aside  my  commenced  letter 
(which,  however,  you  may  get  some  time  or  other),  and  b^;in 
another— just  to  stay  your  stomach  till  I  can  teU  you  something 
positive.  To-day  I  shall  not  utter  a  word  of  politics^  as  iliey  might 
be  addled  by  to-monow. 

My  old  aunt,  and  your  old  acquaintance.  Lady  Walpole,  died 
yesterday  morning  at  past  eighiy-seven.'  She  has  been  quite  Uind 
for  some  years ;  but  so  well,  that,  having  a  fever  last  year  of  which 
she  recovered,  she  said  it  was  the  first  money  she  had  ever  laid  out 
with  an  apothecary  for  herself.  I  sat  an  hour  with  her  three  weeks 
ago,  and  never  saw  her  look  better,  nor  possess  her  senses  more. 

'  See  vol.  i.  p.  cUy.—CnirvivoBAM. 
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Awoflier  person  yoa  onoe  knew  died  at  the  same  time  in  a  more 
dismal  way — d  VAnghdae.  Mr.  Skrine  shot  himself;  they  say,  from 
distressed  oiroomstanoes. 

My  Yow  of  not  uttering  a  word  of  politics  being  confined  in  the 
literal  sense  to  yesterday,  I  shall  open  my  pen's  month  again  so  £Eur 
as  to  tell  you  that  the  Interministerium  stUl  exists,  as  ihr  as  Non- 
entiiy  is  a  Being.  Do  not  imagine  that  we  feel  any  inconvenience 
from  the  Administration  wanting  a  Head.  Eyerything  goes  on 
more  quietly  for  that  defect  The  Parliament  sits — business  is  done 
without  obstmctioui  for  nobody  can  be  opposed  when  there  is  nobody 
to  be  opposed ;  the  inference  I  doubt,  is,  that  a  minister  is  opposed^ 
not  for  what  he  doea^  but  for  what  he  is.  In  the  &ble  of  iBsop,  the 
Head  and  Members  were  starved  out  when  they  would  not  feed  the 
Belly:  here  we  now  find,  that,  if  the  BeUy  and  Members  are 
well  crammed,  they  can  jog  on  mighiy  comfortably  without  the 
Head. 

The  newspapers  will  tell  you,  that  tenders  of  the  first  place  have 
been  made  to  various  persons,  who  have  declined  it,  and  that  a  veto 
has  been  put  on  the  only  person  who  is  ready  to  accept.*  These 
reports  I  neither  affirm  nor  deny ;  for  I  know  nothing  but  town-talk* 
You  would  naturally  ask  me,  "  But  what  do  you  believe?"  I  reply, 
**  Nothing ! "  When  people  are  quite  ignorant  of  what  is  doing, 
instead  of  confessing  their  ignorance,  they  coin  knowledge  and 
invent  something  that  others  at  least  may  believe.  Thus  I  have 
been  told  positively  for  this  last  fortnight  of  so  many  Premiers  being 
appointed,  that  at  last  I  have  determined  to  disbeUeve  an3rthing  I 
hear,  but  to  believe  nothing.  In  that  suspense  I  leave  you  for  the 
present.  Excepting  a  miUion  of  lies,  you  know  as  much  as  the 
whole  town  of  London  does ;  and,  if  there  are  half-a-dozen  of  truths 
amid  that  inundation  of  falsehoods,  my  spectacles  are  not  good 
enough  to  discriminate  the  precious  stones  from  the  counterfeits ; 
and,  as  I  am  too  old  to  wear  jewels,  it  is  pretty  indifferent  to  me 
which  are  diamonds,  and  which  Bristol-stones.  I  only  take  care 
not  to  send  you  bits  of  glass.    Adieu ! 

1  TheDokeofPorUaad.  This  long  tospense  wii  oooiiloiied  I7  tlis  Ung^f  imw^ 
IngMM  to  take  the  Ddte  of  Portland  and  the  old  Whigi  for  minifim.— Wauoli. 
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2229.    TO  SIB  HORAOB  MAKS, 

Bmdaif,  Mmrek  %  ITUL 

[This  is  the  letter  mentioued  m  the  preoediog  to  hare  bea 
1)^;any  but  it  was  not  sent  away  till  March  18ih«] 

It  is  not  qnite  new  in  this  oouutrir,  though  not  so  frequent  as  im 
yoxjix  neighbourhood,  to  see  a  9ede  vacanie :  Qere>  I  call  it  an  Inter- 
ministerium.  There  is  this  difference  between  the  two  yacuums ;  at 
Borne,  the  pretence  is,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  does  not  know  its  own 
mind  till  the  minority  fixes  ii  Here,  the  majjority  has  decided ;  but 
inspiration  has  not  yet  given  the  fiat*  As  even  what  passes  within 
the  Conclave  is  known,  or  guessed,  or  reported  &lsely;  so  here 
people  pretend  to  account  for  the  present  hiatus  in  govemmeni 
I  do  not  warrant  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you ;  only  send  you  {he 
creed  of  the  day. 

Lord  Shelbiime  resigned  the  Treasury  last  Monday,  and  the 
Duke  of  Portland  was  ready  to  take  his  place ;  being  named  thereto 
by  the  united  factions  of  the  Cardinals,  Fox  and  North.  The  Holy 
Ohost  is  said  to  be  highly  displeased  with  that  junction;  and, 
instead  of  imposition  of  hands  on  the  elect,  offered  the  ministmal 
tiara  to  the  juvenile  Cardinal,  William  Pitt ;  who,  after  pondering 
in  his  heart  so  effulgent  a  Call,  and  not  finding  his  vocation  ratified 
by  a  majority  of  the  Sacred  College,  humbly  declined  the  splendid 
nomination  on  Thursday  lasi  Clouds  and  darkness  have  hung  over 
the  last  two  days.  Here  I  pause  till  the  sky  clears :  at  present, 
I  know  no  more  than  the  Pope  of  Rome  what  is  doing. 

This  letter,  which  was  to  have  speeded  to  you  last  night,  oouU 
not  get  its  complement,  the  political  atmosphere  being  still  overoart. 
Cardinal  North  was  summoned  to  the  Yatioan  on  Monday,  when 
muoh  entreaty  wns  used  to  detach  him  from  hia  new  oonfederatioii, 
but  in  vain ;  and  he  was  dismissed  with  a  declaration,  that  any 
terms  should  be  granted,  except  the  disbursement  of  St  Peter's 
pence  by  the  head  of  an  heretical  &ctioiD.  The  Cardinal  had 
another  shcHrt  audience  last  night,  with  as  little  effect.  This  tttoimng, 
it  is  said,  the  young  Cardinal  [Mr.  Pitt]  I  mentioned,  and  two 
others,  have  been  closeted ;  and  there  ends  the  second  part  of  this 
interlude,  as  far  as  I  know.    If  things  remain  in  suspense  till 
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Frida J  nie^ti  I  Aall  stQl  viihhokl  tbis :  you  had  bettor  renudii  in 
negative  than  in  pontiTe  unoertainty,  nnlea  yofor  ne^keiw  giyes  yon 
any  hint  For  my  part,  I  do  not  choose,  at  such  a  f^eia,  to  divulge 
our  biflkarings,  though  ihey  can  be  no  secret 

I  began  (his  letter,  as  you  pefoeite,  a  fortnight  ago ;  but  we  have 
remained  in  suoh  confusion  tDl  yesterday,  that  truly  I  did  not  care 
to  give  you  an  account  that  might  delight  foreigners,  and  would 
give  you  an  anxiety  that  I  could  neither  remove,  nor  cared  to 
explain.  I  shall  now  send  you  a  few  lines  to-morrow,  that  will 
make  you  easy  by  announcing  a  settlement ;  but,  as  your  nephew 
will  set  out  for  Florence  next  week,  I  will  commit  this  to  him ; 
which  will  give  you  a  fuller  explanation,  though  it  will  be  longer 
before  you  receive  it. 

In  short,  whether  Lord  Shelbume  retained  his  influence  in  the 
Closet,  or  endeavoured  to  preserve  it ;  or  whether  mere  aversion  to 
Charles  Fox  and  the  Cavendishes,  who  govern  the  remnant  of  the 
Bockingham  faction,  was  the  cause ;  Lord  Shelbume,  the  Chancellor, 
the  Lord  Advocate,  and  some  6f  the  old  Bedford  squadron,  seconded 
the  King's  wishes  to  patch  up  a  suocedaneous  Administration,  though 
without  Lord  Shelbume  for  ostensible  Minister.  The  first  idea  was 
to  offer  the  Treasury  to  young  Pitt,  whose  vanity  was  at  first 
naturally  staggered;  but  his  discretion  got  the  better,  and  he 
dedined.  It  was  then  offared  to  Lord  Gower,  who  had  not 
resolution  enough  to  accept.  At  last.  Lord  North,  as  I  told  you,  was 
sent  for,  and  it  was  prcqiosed  to  him  eamesfly  to  resume  his  old 
rudder ;  but  he  avowed  Ins  new  alliance  with  Fox,  and  proposed  the 
Duke  of  Portland.  This  was  absolutely  rqeeted ;  and  a  resolution 
was  declared  of  not  appointing  the  Duke  premier,  though  all  the 
rest  of  his  party  might  have  places.  This  strange  interval  lasted 
from  Sunday  ni^t  to  the  Tuesday  sevennight  following.  All  men 
were  in  amasement,  and  nobody  knew  how  this  Gbrdian  knot  would 
be  cut  I  believe  it  was  expected,  perhaps  hoped,  that  Mr.  Fox 
and  his  associates  would  fiy  out  into  violence ;  which  would  revolt  a 
Tery  fluctuating  House  of  Commons,  in  which  the  Tories,  though 
they  had  followed  Lord  Korth,  their  old  commander,  against  Lord 
Shelbnme,  might  repent  their  desertion  of  prerogative,  and  leave  the 
new  allies.  North  and  Fox,  once  more  in  a  minority :  but  iJiese  were 
too  cunning  to  precipitate  their  plan,  and  kept  their  temper ;  while 
the  Crown  received  so  many  rebufib,  and  found  it  impossible  to  hna 
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any  otbar  Minisfry,  fhat  at  last  Lord  Norili  was  agaix)  sent  fivy  and 
ordered  to  fomi  a  new  airangement  aooording  to  the  system  he  had 
adopted  and  proposed ;  bat  was  desired  to  make  it  broad  enoi^ 
that  there  might  not  be  another  change  soon.*  Whether  the  latter 
part  of  the  command  will  be  easily  executed,  I  don't  know.  The 
Coalition  of  North  and  Fox  has  given  extreme  offence  reciprocally  to 
many  of  their  fiiend^  and  I  belieye  is  not  Tory  popnlar  in  the 
eonntry;  nay,  I  question  whether  they  are  yery  sure  of  either 
House  of  Parliament  Of  the  Court  they  cannot  be,  which  has 
shown  so  much  ayersion ;  and,  as  in  March  last,  has  affinonted  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  like  Lord  Rockingham,  by  appointing  another 
person  to  treat  with  him.  Many  expect  the  two  Allies  will  break 
again — ^I  own  I  do  not  belieye  Uiat :  but  as  few,  by  the  reduction  of 
employments,  and  by  the  fulness  of  other  places,  whence  the  present 
occupiers  will  be  remoyed,  can  be  provided  for,  I  foresee  a  pretty 
strong  Opposition ;  and  young  Pitt,  whose  character  is  as  yet  little 
singed,  and  who  has  many  youths,  of  his  own  age  and  of  parts, 
attached  to  him,  will  be  ready  to  head  a  new  party.  There  are 
many  other  circumstances,  too  long  to  detail,  that  will  fayour  my 
ideas.  Your  nephew  will  supply  a  verbal  comment;  bat  pray 
remember  to  send  me  this  letter,  and  the  rest  of  mine,  by  him. 

The  peace  and  the  new  arrangement  are  certaioly  fortunate. 
A  duration  of  obstinacy  against  the  latter  might  have  endangered 
the  former.  Our  situation,  however,  is  for  from  admirable ;  and 
fallen  we  are  very  low  in  every  respect— nay,  have  no  S3rmptoms  of 
a  nation  returning  to  its  senses,  and  thinking  of  repairing  its  errors 
and  recovering  its  consideration.  Mr.  Fox,  I  am  persuaded,  had  he 
full  authority,  is  most  capable  of  undertaking  such  a  task ;  as,  of  all 
men  living.  Lord  Shelbume  has  shown  himself  the  most  insufficient 
Every  day  of  his  Administration  produced  new  proofs  of  his  folly, 
duplicity,  indiscretion,  contradictions,  and  disregard  of  all  principles. 
He  was  fedlen  into  the  lowest  contempt,  even  before  his  power  was 
shaken.  He  will  have  full  time  to  reflect  on  his  errors ;  and  yet 
hitherto  he  has  seemed  insensible  of  them,  and  incapaUe  of 
correcting  them.  The  Duke  of  Portland  is  a  cypher.  Lord  North 
has  lately  shown  himself  a  dexterous  politician  for  his  own  interests, 
though  amost  £Ettal  Minister  to  us,  and  onoreditable  to  himsfllf,  and 
not  very  grateftil  to  his  Master.    Still,  such  was  our  blindness,  he 

>  This  wai  oerUinly  aa  intineerity  to  laU  the  AUies  aileep,  as  appearad  nine  montha 
alterwarda;  and,  eron  10  early  aa  the  following  kogoti,  tlM  King  dropped  hinta  of 
Ida  meditating  another  diange.— Walpoul 
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was  tibe  most  popular  man  in  England,  eren  after  his  611 ;  but  that 

vision  is  dispelled^  and  he  will  be  seen  hereafter  in  his  tme  colours, 

as  a  bad  minister  and  a  selfish  man,  who  had  abiUiies  enough  to  hare 

made  a  very  different  figure.    Adieu  I 

Monk  ISA. 

P.&  I  have  been  telling  you  what  may  be  true ;  but  at  least  it 
is  not  so  yei  The  Administration  that  was  thought  settled,  is  not. 
The  Duke  of  Portland  was  invited,  and  refased  in  flie  same  breath ; 
that  is,  was  ordered  to  send  his  list  m  writing^  and  would  not :  and, 
lest  any  part  should  be  in  the  right,  he  and  his  new  friend  Lord 
North  are  not  agreed  on  flieir  Ust;  and  yet  fliey  and  their 
Sovereign  have  squabbled  about  part  of  that  unsettled  Ust  He  has 
insisted  on  keeping  the  Ohanoellor,  they  on  dismisRiTig  him.  Why  P 
oh  I  thereby  hangs  a  tale,  more  serious  than  all  the  rest  Gteorge 
the  Fbwrth  *  has  lioked  himself  with  Oharles  Fox.  The  Ohanoellor 
was  consulted  (by  the  King),  and  is  said  to  have  expressed  himself 
in  terms  that  would  be  treason,  if  the  present  tense  were  the  future  ;* 
but,  that  I  may  not  be  in  the  same  prsomunire,  I  leave  to  your 
nephew  to  expound  the  rest  by  word  of  mouth.  I  expect  him  every 
minute  to  receive  my  packet  This  letter,  I  hope,  and  he,  will 
give  you  a  due  that  may  make  you  understand  my  future  despatdies, 
which  will  be  oiroumspect,  not  so  much  against  home  inspection  as 
foreign.  We  are  in  such  a  distracted  state,  and  may  continue  so, 
that  I  shall  avoid  touching  on  our  confusions  more  than  shall  be 
too  notorious  to  be  concealed.  As  to  who  are  or  shall  be  Ministers, 
I  care  very  little.  All  parties  are  confounded  and  intermixed, 
without  b^g  reconciled.  My  belief  is,  that  new  distractions  will 
arise,  and,  after  some  scene  of  anarchy,  a  new  era.  You  may 
depend  upon  it,  that  I  shall  have  nothiog  to  do  with  it ;  and  conse- 
quently diall  know  nothing  but  outlines.  I  withdraw  myself  more 
and  more  from  the  world,  have  few  connections  left,  and  despise 
supremely  such  old  simpletcms  as  thrust  themselves  amongst 
generations  two  or  three  degrees  younger.  If  one  outlives  one's 
oontemporazies,  it  is  no  reason  for  supposing  one  shall  cut  a  new  set 
of  teeth. 

>  The  Prince  of  Walei.  Hii  eonneetion  witii  OhariM  f6x  made  tke  king  deiMi  lh« 
latter,  and  waa  the  principal  eaoM  of  hia  diaUke  to  the  propoaed  adminiatntion.— 

WALffOLa. 

*  Thai  b,  if  the  Prince  were  King.— Wauoi* 
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Mardk  II,  ITSS. 

I  HOFBi  IfadaTB,  you  bavo  been  rejoioed  at  the  appoiiislzQent  of 
every  new  Piime  Minister  that  we  have  had  for  this  last  fortnight- 
Mr.  W.  Htt,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Lord  Temple,  Lord  Gower,  and 
Lord  Thnrlow.  There  may  have  been  move  for  anght  I  know ;  is 
it  is  no  bosinefls  of  mine^  and  as  Lord  Ossory  is  in  town,  I  left  it  to 
him  to  make  the  several  notifications ;  and  it  is  well  I  did,  or  I 
might  have  disfaHoted  yon,  as  I  should  perhaps  have  sent  you  one 
administration  and  he  another  by  the  same  post  At  present  th^e 
is  no  premier  at  all,  at  least  there  was  not  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ago; 
nay,  they  say  there  never  is  to  be  another ;  and,  as  I  am  the  only 
unadulterated  Whig  left  in  England,  I  am  prodigiously  ^ad  of  ii 
You  cannot  imagine  how  much  better  things  go  on.  Seconds,  and 
thirds,  and  fourths  execute  all  business  without  molestation ;  for,  as 
every  man  thinks  himself  fit  to  be  first,  nobody  condescends  to 
oppose  seconds  and  thirds :  and  as  seconds  and  thirds  never  presume 
to  do  more  than  their  duty,  nobody  has  any  fault  to  find ;  and  no 
mortal  ever  finds  fault  without  cause.  The  only  present  grievance 
is,  the  wantof  Levees  and  Drawing-rooms.  All  the  world  is  eaget 
to  pay  eourt  to  their  Sovereign  on  the  abolition  of  the  odious  o£Bos 
of  Prime  Minister ;  but  as  aU  the  world  have  thnmged  to  offer  their 
complim^itB  on  the  accession  of  every  new  Premier,  their  present 
oontradiotory  homage  is  justly  disdained ;  and,  as  we  can  go  on 
without  a  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  we  certainly  mij^t  ecdst 
without  Levees  or  Drawing-rooms— why  do  people  go  to  tiiem,  but 
because  they  hope  to  be  rewarded  hj  a  First  Lord  of  the  Treatury  ! 
In  the  East^  where  aU  are  excellent  subjects,  they  scarce  ever  see 
their  monarch  except  at  the  mosqua  or  at  an  oratorio.  Li  short, 
whether  Whig  or  High-diurohman,  one  must  be  pleased  with  the 
present  dispensation ;  I  am  only  afiraid  that,  such  is  our  levity,  we 
BhaU  grow  tired  of  this  mundane  theocracy  when  the  novelty  is  over ; 
and,  like  the  firogs,  neither  be  content  with  the  log,  nor  the  stork, 
nor  the  stagnant  pod. 

I  amgrown  prodigiously  older  within  these  two  days,  Madam.  I 
have  been  for  some  time  the  patriarch  of  a  long  line  of  nephews  and 
nieces,  and  of  great  nephews  and  nieces;  yet  still,  when  I  had  a  mind  to 
give  myself  juvenile  airs,  I  could  say,  *'  I  have  been  to  sec  my  aunt" 


It88.]  TO  VHl  COWnU  OF  (NB80ST.  $4$ 

AlasIfbaioonaohtioniBgOBel  The  old  Lady  Walpole  died  on  Bim* 
day  at  eighty-seven.  Did  I  ever  tell  your  Ladyship  a  trait  of  her,  that 
was  very  reepeotable  P  She  was  daughter  of  a  French  refugee  stay- 
maker.'  When  ambassadressy  the  late  Qaeen  of  France  was  surprised 
at  her  speaking  French  so  well^  and  asked  her  how  it  happened.  She 
vepliedy  **  Madamey  iled  oe  qm  je  suie  IhmgoiseJ*^^^  Vem  I  *^  said 
ihe  Queen,  ''etde  queOe  fmiOef'-^^'iyaueune,  Madame/'  replied 
my  annt  Would  not  one  ra&er  have  made  that  answer  flian  have 
been  able  to  say,  a  MontmorenciP  The  French  ambassadress  here 
at  the  same  time,  who  was  the  tally  of  my  aunt  too,  in  birth,  and 
in  quickness  of  reply,  though  not  of  such  sublime  modesty,  was  an 
heiress  also  of  very  low  extraction.  The  Mar^ohal  de  Brogue,  her 
husband,  talking  cmP  his  children,  and  to  what  professions  he  deetmed 
them,  said,  *^  M  penr  h  eadd^jeramvie  fait  CheeaUer  de  MaUe ;  mm 
madamei'  pointing  to  his  wife, **wme  afermi  ioutes  haportee"  She 
replied,  **  OtU,  jusqu'd  ceUee  de  FMpital"  Apropos  of  bofMnoUi  has 
our  Lord  told  youihat  George  Selwyn  calls  Mr.  Fool  and  Mr.  Pitt 
^'The  idle  and  tiie  indusfaious  apprentices  P''  Ji  he  has  td^  I  am 
Bure  you  will  thank  me,  Madam. 

Oh  I  stay ;  there  is  a  Prime  Minister  just  madia — not  indeed  at 
tiie  head  of  the  Treasury,  nor  one  that  has  either  salary  or  per- 
quisites, but  who  consequently  would  be  much  more  in  eameet  in 
declining  the  honour,  if  he  dared :  in  short,  alas  I  your  Ladyship's 
gazetteer  is  grown  such  a  fiEtvourite  at  a  certain  tiny  Court  in 
OaTendish-square,'  that  he  is  called  to  sit  at  the  board  three  nights 
in  a  week  I  really  think  that  I  should  accept^  if  I  was  sent  for  to 
the  Queen's  House,  if  only  to  recover  my  liberty,  as  JjoA  North'  set 
a  precedent  of  being  as  i^  as  one  pleases. 
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Martk  18, 1788,  Nmo  BtyU. 

I  ooNGLVDB,  in  the  language  of  the  day,  that  our  Lord  has  been 
eewl  for^  and  that  I  shall  teU  your  Ladyship  very  stale  news  when 
I  acquaint  you  that  the  Duke  of  Poriland  is  Minister.    I  should 

>  See  Y^  i  p.  cUt,  sad  the  stoiy  itsdf  ioia  piiiirail J  ia  a  1^ 
Sept  177S,  ToL  t.  p.  413.— CuinmioHAii. 
'  Piineeii  AmeUalL — Cuwivohail 
*  LovA  Horth  had  Jnsi  been  tamed  out  of  ofiee.-— CvmmeaAiE. 
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tell  yoa  nmreihan  I  know  if  I  added  another  promotioiii  for,  Humijk 
I  heard  that  last  xiigfat,  it  is  now  past  four  in  the  aftemoon,  and| 
simple  as  I  sit  hearer  I  have  not  leamt,  naj,  not  inqnired  a  ajdlahk 
more,  nor  have  seen  a  two-legged  oreatore  to-day  bat  a  crooked 
painter.  Perhaps  there  is  not  another  gentleman  or  gentlewoman  in 
London  equally  ignorant  Nay,  as  I  go  again  to  my  Court  tbk 
evening,  where  we  have  not  the  best  inteUigenoe  in  the  world,  it 
may  be  to-morrow  morning  before  I  know  whether  the  old  BoohesB 
of  Portland  or  Lord  Gnilford  is  to  be  Qaeen-Dowager — the  most 
important  point  to  m^,  as  they  are  my  play-foQows.  I  sat  with  the 
former  candidate  till  past  eleven  last  night  at  Mrs.  Delanjr's,  and 
had  a  mind  to  ask  for  Margaret  my  housekeeper  to  be  neoeasaiy 
woman  instead  of  Jenkinson,  with  a  pension  of  only  a  tilionsand 
a  year,  which,  according  to  Colonel  Barry's  way  of  calculating,  she 
might  have  had,  if  my  fother  had  continued  Prime  Minister  ts 
this  time. 

I  think  jrour  Ladyship  may  now  steal  into  Ghrosrenor-plaee, 
without  hearing  odd  man  called  over  the  way.  As  soon  as  all  the 
9oriie8  and  enMes  have  been  made,  and  the  severd  parties  have 
visited  reciprocally,  things  will  fall  into  their  usual  diannel,  and 
the  nearest  relations  will  not  hate  one  another  more  than  usuaL 
Nay,  **  amidst  the  changes  and  chances  of  this  mortal  life''  (a  phrase 
which  one  should  think  had  been  coined  at  Brooks's),  the  reverse 
of  an  old  proverb  has  just  taken  date.  The  dearest  friends  must 
part  was  an  obvious  and  trite  old  saying ;  the  bitterest  Jbes  mag 
embrace  is  newer,  and  not  so  triste  a  reflection :  I  love  gay  and 
good-humoured  maxims.  If  the  refinements  of  society  have  corrupted 
the  heart,  they  have,  at  least,  improved  the  temper.  There  are  no 
deadly  feuds  now.  People  love  and  hate  one  another  so  often,  &at 
they  go  into  friendship  or  out,  as  easily  as  into  or  out  of  mourning ; 
and,  within  this  twelvemonth,  for  almost  as  short  a  time.  Pray, 
Madam,  don't  be  so  vulgar  as  to  stay  in  the  country,  because  there 
is  somebody  or  other  here  that  you  are  afraid  of  meeting.  What  an 
old-fashioned  prejudice !  Does  one  like  anybody  the  less,  because 
one  dislikes  that  person  P  There  is  not  a  monarch  in  Europe  that 
cannot  conquer  his  aversion  in  seventeen  days;  and  shall  a  subject 
be  allowed  greater  latitude?  I  know  your  Ladyship's  are  not 
antipathies,  but  very  contrary  awkwardnesses;  but  you  must  get 
over  them.  Lions  and  lambs,  doves  and  serpents,  now  trot  in  the 
same  harness,  and  it  does  one's  heart  good  to  see  them.  They  will 
all  go  into  the  ark  together  on  Monday,  the  sun  will  shine,  and 
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mne  evaneBoent  rainbow  will  promise  iiiat  the  Kixustry  shall  never 
be  drowned  again. 

Here  ends  the  first  chapter  of  Exodns,  which,  in  Conrt  BiUes, 
always  precedes  Genesis^ 
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Thutndaif,  Marek  IZth,  1788. 

Youn  Boyal  Highnew  may  be  soiprisedy  Madam,  that  after 
announomg  the  fSdl  of  Lord  Shelbnme,  I  dionld  not  hare  told 
yon  who  was  his  soocessor.  I  had  more  reasons  than  one,  like  the 
Mayor  of  Orleans ;  though  that  one  were  sofBcient,  vias.,  his  having 
no  successor  tQl  yesterday.  I  knew  Lord  Gholmondeley  had 
written  to  the  Duke ;  and  in  truth  I  did  not  care  to  tell  foreign 
Post-offices,  though  no  secret,  the  confusion  we  were  in.  I  had 
ra&er  anybody  should  publish  our  disgraces  than  I.  Nay,  I  should 
pechaps  have  sent  false  news,  for  seyeral  appointments  of  Premiers 
were  believed,  each  for  a  day,  and  proved  Mse  the  next  The  post 
was  certainly  o£Fered  to  and  declined  by  young  Mr.  Pitt,  to  Lord 
North,  liord  Gower,  and,  it  was  said,  to  Lord  Thurlow.  At  last, 
after  a  vacancy  of  seventeen  days.  Lord  North  was  summoned 
yesterday,  and  ordered  to  make  his  proposed  arrangement ;  in  oon-> 
sequence  of  which  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  sent  for  next,  and  is 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  I  have  not  yet  heard  the  otherdhanges 
or  dispositions,  but  suppose  we  shall  know  the  principal  before  this 
sihall  set  out  to-morrow. 

There  have  been  cart-loads  of  abuse,  satiric  prints,  and  some  little 
humour  on  the  coalition  of  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox;  nor  has  Lord 
Shelbume  been  spared  before  or  since  his  exit  It  is  remarkable 
that  the  counties  and  towns  are  addressing  thanks  for  the  peace, 
which  their  representatives  have  condemned.  Oeorge  Selwyn  has 
been  happiest,  as  usual,  in  his  bans-tnots.  He  calls  Mr.  Fox  and 
Mr.  Pitt  the  Idle  and  Industrious  Apprentices.  It  is  a  coarser  and 
much  poorer  piece  of  wit,  I  don't  know  whose,  that  the  Duke  of 
Portland  is  a  fit  block  to  hang  JFhiga  on.  You  have  seen  in  the 
papers.  Madam,  the  new  peerages  and  pensions,  and  therefore  I 
do  not  mention  them.  I  very  likely  repeat  what  you  hear  from 
your  daughters  and  others,  but  what  can  I  tell  but  whiEit  everybody 
knows  P 

>  Sndoned,  Imt  not  finkhed  or  Mnt—CummMBAa. 
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My  aunt  Lady  "Walpole  is  dead,  and  iliey  oay  has  left  but  hUiB, 
and  that  little  to  her  two  daughters.  Mr.  Skiine  has  shot  Ktmafltf^ 
it  is  supposed,  from  ezaraeiatmg  iDnesses.  Old  Lady  Jerninghain  is 
recoYoiing  from  a  most  violent  palsy.  General  Oonway  haa  bad  as 
violent  a  Si  Antony's  fire,  but  is  wcdl  again.  I  will  reserve  the  rest 
of  my  paper  for  new  promotions. 

I  never  deal  in  scandal^  Madam,  but  ona  may  nud^e  tiaa  of  it  as 
an  antidote  to  itsel£  Yon  mnst  have  seen  in  the  papers  mnch  gross 
abuse  on  a  pretty  ingenious  friend  of  mine  for  a  low  amour  wifli  one 
of  her  own  servanti,  for  wfaioh  I  seriously  belteve  iheiewas  not  the 
smallest  fcundation.  The  csharge  is  now  removed  to  rnvsh  iafjbm 
quarters,  which,  at  least,  are  more  oreditaUe.  The  tows  kas  fer 
these  ten  days  affinned  that  the  Lord  husband  was  going  to  oita  into 
file  SpirUml  Court  the  head  of  Hie  Temporal  one— nay,  and  the 
third  chief  of  the  Oommon  Law-— nay,  and  flie  second  of  flie  Spiritual 
one  too.  Such  conquests  would  be  very  honourable  in  the  records  of 
Love,  and  the  first  veiy  diverting,  as  the  hero  has  so  muoh  dietiiH 
guished  himself  by  severity  on  Bills  of  divorce.  I  do  not  wsmml 
any  of  these  stories,  but  totally  discredit  tibat  of  ihe  domeatie.  A 
prude  may  begin  with  a  footman,  and  a  gallant  woman  may  end 
witili  one,  but  a  pretty  woman  who  has  so  many  slaves  in  in^  fifis, 
does  not  think  of  a  livery,  especially  where  vanity  is  fbe  priooipal 
ingredient  in  her  composition. 


$2»L    VO  8IB  HORACB  MAVK. 

BeriOeif  Squart,  MarA  IS,  1781. 

I  DO  not  know  whether  this  letter  will  not  be  still  shorter  than  my 
last;  but  your  nephew  sets  out  next  week,  and  will  give  you  fiiU 
details  of  ibe  interlude,  lor  it  is  now  finished.  liord  North  received 
command  yesterday  to  fiurm  a  new  Admimstration  according  to  his 
own  proposal,  of  which  he  is  lurf  to  be  the  chief  but  the  Duke  of 
Portland.  I  have  not  yet  heard  the  other  arrangementi,  for  the 
interministmumt  which  had  lasted  sev^iteen  days^  ceased  but 
yesterday  morning,  and  was  not  divulged  till  the  evening. 

We  shall  now,  I  hope,  ha^  a  settlement  for  some  time*^I  mean, 
it  is  necessary  to  the  country.  To  me  revolutions  are  bat  a  aoene 
that  passes  like  so  many  othens  to  which  I  have  been  witneas^  and 
in  which  I  am  concerned  but  as  one  of  the  people.  I  do  not  forget 
how  soon  I  am  to  leave  the  theatre,  even  as  a  spectatcHr.    I  rejoice 
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in  flie  peaw  as  a  happy  denoiiemeiit  of  one  tragedy.  What  is  to 
fellow^  I  trust,  will  onty  be  a  comedy  (like  those  of  other  paeiflo' 
periods),  as  poUtiai  aie  in  my  eyes,  when  not  bloodied  by  war. 

Friday,  lUh. 

I  beKeye  I  shall  not  be  able  to  send  yon  the  new  litany  to-night : 
it  had  not  reoeiTed  the  iin^rimattir  yesterday,  as  there  mnst  be  two 
responses  to  adjnst;  for  those  who  are  to  be  dismissed,  Hvm  our 
enemies  defind  fis,  OLord!  andfor  Ihe  candidates  who  sore  to  saooeed 
fhetn.  We  beteedh  Thee  to  h^ar  ut.  Hie  town,  who  never  takes  so 
mnoh  tune  to  deliberate,  Apposed  the  whole  arrangement  in  u 
moment,  though  eyery  editor  gave  difEierent  readings.  I  shall  give 
yon  neither  the  one  nor  the  othei^  as  most  may  be  apocryphal,  bnt 
wait  for  tibe  genuine  edition  in  nsum  DelphinL 

We  hane  nkeiwei  ttie  di^iBadfol  aeeonirts  of  the  dsTastation  of 
Messina,  fte.:  Isay  n6  more,  for  I  could  only  detail  the  common-place 
itefleetions  tha>  present  themsetyes  on  such  calamities. 

aSS4.    TO  THX  OOUNtSSS  6f  08S0BT. 

limrek  IS,  ITSS. 

Whbn  Lord  Ossory  is  in  town.  Madam,  I  shall  certainly  not 
pretend  to  send  you  politics ;  no,  not  even  abortions  of  them.  At 
any  time,  I  know  none  but  what  I  learn  by  sitting  here  behind  the 
bar  of  my  own  coffee-house.  Indeed,  I  only  write  now  to  ssy  that 
you  extended  &e  ideas  of  my  last  farther  than  I  meant ;  I  only 
alluded  to  a  house  very  near  me,"  whither  I  fliought  it  might  be 
awkward  to  yon  to  go  just  at  fliis  turn  of  the  tide.  I  shall  say 
nothing  more  on  any  such  subject.  Yon  ought  to  and  must  judge  by 
your  own  feelings. 

I  do  not  weQ  recollect  how  I  applied  JRtoeha  befbre  Omem  in  my 
las^  and  beliere  it  was  too  bx  fetched,  as  it  appeared  an  enigma.  I 
think  it  was  used  on  the  change  of  the  Ministry,  and  that  I  referred 
to  the  derivation  of  I3ie  two  words,  which  areGreek.  Mxodua  signifies 
a  going  out,  and  Oenesia  a  generation.  Now  a  new  Ministry  cannot 
be  hotn  till  the  old  one  is  gone  out;  and, therefore,  in  flie  Red  Book 
or  Court  Bible,  Exodus  must  precede  Genesis.  I  find  that  much 
learning  had  made  Paul  mad,  and  that  I  talked  nonsense  by  talking 
Greek.  I  will  not  be  so  apostolic  again  when  I  am  speaking  oa 
heatheh  topics. 

>  Luudowne  Hovse.  — B.  Ywmmom  Smitr. 

VOL,  Tin.  A  A 
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'  Ab  I  haye  not  inuoh  &a&Lf  Madami  in  sentunaiits  aft^  maiiiinaiiy, 
I  suspect  that  your  Bedfordshire  husband^  who  would  not  go  to  see 
Mrs.  Siddons  without  his  wife,  is  a  hypocrite,  and  meant  to  persuade 
her  that  he  nerer  saw  any  woman  in  Drwry  Ltme  without  her  being 
present 

I  don't  know  whether  I  ought  to  afflict  your  Ladyship  wifli  the 
dreadful  account  I  receiyed  last  night  from  Sir  Horace  Mann  of  the 
deyastation  of  Sicily  and  Calabria,  nor  where  you  will  find  horror 
enough  adequate  to  the  calamity  I  What  do  you  think  of  oaie 
hundred  and  thirty-two  cities,  towns,  and  castles  totally  destroyedP 
This  is  literally  sweeping 

TowM  to  the  grs?e,  sad  nstlans  to  the  deep. 


There  are  yanished  besides  two  idands  and  a  whole  riyer  I  One 
Oalabrian  Prince  has  lost  seyenteen  manors !  Mr.  Swinburne  is 
become  an  antediluyian  historian.  Nttnc  ieffea  ed  fM  n^ffa  /mU ! 
How  diminutiye  does  a  change  of  Minisby  appear,  when  nature 
oyertums  two  countries  in  a  couple  of  nightol 


S8I5.    TO  SIB  HOBAOl  XAKIT. 

Tk$ar§daiff  AprU  Z,  17SSL 

I  MABX  the  yery  day  of  the  week  on  which  I  b^;in  my  letter, 
because  of  late  nothing  has  proyed  true ;  at  least,  not  lading  br 
four-and-twenty  hours.  For  these  three  weeks  I  haye  said  to  eyery- 
body  that  called  on  me  and  told  me  news,  '^  I  beg  your  pardon,  but 
I  will  not  belieye  anything  you  tell  me:  all  I  can  do  is  to  disbelieye." 
Well  I  at  last  there  is  an  Administration — it  has  kissed  hands ;  and 
therefore,  were  it  to  be  destroyed  to-morrow,  it  will  haye  been.  In 
a  word,  Lord  North  was  sent  for  once  more  on  Tuesday  nig^t,  and 
was  ordered  to  tell  the  Duke  of  Portland,  that  his  Ghrace's  arrange- 
ment would  be  accepted.  Accordingly,  the  new  Cabinet  kissed 
hands  yesterday :  the  Duke  of  Portland,  as  First  Lord  iji  the 
Treasury ;  Lord  JohnOayendiBh,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  Lord 
Stormont,  President  of  the  CounoU;  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox, 
Secretaries  of  State ;  Lord  Carlisle,  Priyy  Seal ;  Lord  Keppel,  Krst 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  This  is  all  I  know  yet :  for  reports,  eyeu 
crediting,  I  should  not  repeat  them  till  they  haye  taken  mMi;  as  on 
a  change  of  Administration,  places,  like  insects,  undergo  a  yariety  of 
transformations,  at  least  in  the  eyes  of  Rumour  before  the  met*- 
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morphoses  are  completed.  As  my  letter  will  not  leaye  London  till 
to-monowy  I  may  be  able  to  tell  you  more.  I  sent  you  a  key  by 
ycnr  nephew,  which  will  unlock  much  of  what  is  past 

In  the  mean  time  let  ns  talk  of  Cayalier  MozzL  I  hare  receiyed 
your  letter,  with  his  enclosed  to  Mr.  Duane ;  which  I  sent  imme- 
diately, and  have  seen  the  latter  this  morning.  He  is  to  appoint 
Mr.  Sharpe  and  Lucas  to  meet  him  here,  if  they  can,  on  Monday  or 
Tuesday  next;  and  when  we  haye  heard  all  they  have  to  say, 
Mr.  Duane  and  I  shall  talk  it  oyer  together,  and,  I  hope,  giye  a 
more  fayourable  decision  than  Cayalier  Mozzi  is  willing  to  submit  to 
Since  Mozzi  has  so  long  delayed  coming,  I  see  no  occasien  for  it 
now.  Lideed,  the  walls  of  Florence  seem  impassable,  or  your 
prindpie'd  Earl '  would  not  haye  been  riyeted  there  so  long.  How 
strange  he  is !  neither  parent  nor  children  can  draw  him  from  that 
specific  spoil    But  we  are  a  lunatic  nation  I 

They  tell  us  that  the  Sicilian  and  Neapolitan  tragedy  has  not  been 
so  yery  dreadful  as  at  first  represented.  I  hope  my  friend,  the 
Professor  of  Earthquakes,  Sir  William  Hamilton,  wiU  giye  a  full 
account  of  it,  and  not  treat  it  with  your  Pope's  indifference. 

Mr.  Fox  is  again  yotir  principal,  and  a  yery  agreeable  one  he  will 
be :  there  is  no  walk  in  which  he  will  not  shine. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  resigiied  yesterday.  Of  new  preferments 
to-day  produced  but  the  following:  Burke,  Paymaster;  Spanish 
Charles  Townshend,  Treasurer  of  the  Nayy ;  Eden,  Yice-Treasurer 
of  Leland ;  Lord  Surrey,  Frederick  Montagu,  and  Sir  Orey  Cooper, 
Lords  of  the  Treasury ;  and  John  TownAend,  of  the  Admiralty. 
These  are  nothing  to  you,  but  your  nephew  will  like  to  know.  I 
tell  you  none  of  the  Who-are-to-be's,  to  saye  mjrself  &e  trouble  of 
oontradiction,  if  I  should  misioform  you. 

I  belieye  some  of  your  earthquake  weather  has  reached  hither;  for 
it  has  been  so  warm  for  these  fiye  days,  that,  on  opening  my  window 
to  the  Square  this  morning,  I  found  a  large  wasp  on  &e  outside, 
which  soon  flew  away.    Adieu  I 


*  Bail  Cowper  [tUid  Earl,  died  1789],  made  Prinee  NiMiii  bj  the  Imperor.  He 
hid  liAely  lent  hie  ehfldren  to  Knglend  to  be  educated,  yet  did  not  follow  them  bim- 
■d£— WA&ro&a    See  toL  TiL,  p.  89,  and  p.  272.— Owsimohaie. 
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Sitd»    TO  TH«  OOUNTESS  a?  0S80BT. 

You  know  I  do  not  wait  for  answersy  Madaniy  when  I  haye  any- 
thing worth  telling  you.  In  troth  I  go  so  very  KtQo  into  the  woddy 
fiiat  nnless  I  hear  news  in  my  own  room,  I  know  but  a  small  pait 
of  what  is  passing.  Of  late  I  have  been  qnite  tiied  of  romonis  and 
fisilse  reporis ;  nor  conld  giye  aooonnts  of  an  egg  that  mig^t  be 
hatched  or  addled  the  next  hour ;  and  whioh^  thongh  set  under  a 
brood  hen^  I  oonld  not  tell  but  might  prodooe  a  goose  or  a  goinet 
fowL  Besides,  Lord  Ossory  oonld  giye  yon  mnch  qnioker  intelfi- 
gence  than  I,  and  more  authentic :  nor  at  this  moment  can  I  specify 
the  preferments  but  of  those  who  haye  aotoaUy  kissed  hands.  Yet 
of  one  tlung  I  am  sore,  which  is,  that  General  Conway  is  delighted 
with  Mr.  Fitzpatrick's  being  Secretary  at  War,  and  will  do  eyery- 
thing  he  can  to  accommodate  him. 

I  hope  you  were  not  alarmed  at  the  attempt  on  jronr  honse. 
I  do  expect  that  we  shall  neither  be  safe  at  home  nor  abroad. 
Eyerything  proyes  that  man  is  an  auriyorous  animal,  and  will  have 
its  food  whereyer  it  grows. 

I  heard  and  saw  the  Misses  Fitzpatrick  Mother  night,  and  fliey 
assured  me  your  Xjadjrsbip  will  be  in  town  at  the  end  of  this  month. 
I  own,  as  you  haye  stayed  so  long,  I  doubt  it,  but  shall  be  happy  to 
be  mistaken. 

The  weathei:  is  so  delicious,  that  I  propose  going  to  Strawberry 
next  week  for  some  days,  and  unless  it  changes  to  cold,  to  be  chiefly 
ttiere.  I  grow  so  antiquated  and  superannuated,  that  I  am  fit  for 
nothing  but  to  be  laid  up  in  my  own  Gothic  collection.  My  politios 
ended  with  the  American  war ;  I  shall  tap  none  more.  The  greatest 
foUy  in  my  eyes  is  that  of  old  people  who  ding  to  the  last  plank, 
when  they  may  be  washed  off  by  the  next  waye. 


28S7.    TO  THl  COUNTESS  Of  0880BY. 

Bvhekif  Sgyutrt,  April  17, 178S. 

I  AM  a  little  of  your  Ladyship's  o^nnion,  that  the  new  Adminis- 
tration is  not  founded  upon  a  rock;  howeyer,  if  they  ftU,  I  see  no 
reason  for  expecting  any  other  to  be  more  permanent  The  cards 
haye  been  so  thoroughly  shufBed,  that  it  wOl  require  seyeral  deals 
before  they  get  into  suits  again. 
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I  hoffw  wyOi&i^  lladaB^  Qtat  will  malca  a  pangmpli.  I  have 
been  for  lliree  days  at  Strowbeony,  whioh  does  not  brighten  my 
intelligenoe ;  bnt  yon  aore  ooming  yourself,  and  I  beliere  will  not 
find  ti^t  I  am  particularly  ignorant  All  I  Have  heard,  ezoept 
poUtios,  of  T^oh  I  am  tared,  is,  that  Lady  Franoes  Soott  is  to  be 
married  to  Mr.  Donglas,  tiie  Donglas.'  She  was  a  great  friend  of 
Lady  Lnoy,  and  it  is  a  proof  of  Ms  sense,  that  he  can  forgivB  her 
person  in  fimmr  of  her  merit 

'  In  a  dearth  of  English  novelties,  peihaps.  Madam,  yon  may  be 
wiUii^  to  kam  the  latest  mode  at  Paris.  It  is,  to  i^eak  broken 
freneh-^not  to  ridioole  Britons,  bat  in  lowly  imitation  of  as.  I 
eondnde  &e  Doke  of  Manchester  will  be  elected  into  the  French 
Academy  on  the  recommendation  of  his  barbarisms.  Well,  it  is 
consolatory  in  oar  fidl  to  be  stall  admired  and  aped  I  The  Doo  de 
Chartres  is  coming  to  stady  as,  as  Pythagoras  and  Saioa  travelled 
io  I^gypt,  and  I  hope  will  carry  bads  erery  monkey-worship  that 
he  finds  estal&hed  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames.  Oh  I  I  fib ;  Lord 
Hoont-Edgecombe  has  jost  been  here,  and  sajrs,  <he  King  of  France, 
He  in  France,  will  not  allow  the  Bac  de  Gharfcres  to  come  hitiier, 
as  the  Ooiait  d'Aitois  has  the  same  ambition  of  improving  himself, 
and  no  King  can  Uke  to  be  oatshone  by  all  the  yoanger  branches 
43i  his  funily.  I  am  soiry  Lady  Anne  will  not  see  those  two 
Bajahpoots  driting  iiiemselyes  in  gigs  io  Banelagh. 

SSSa    TO  THB  OOUKTBSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Berhdey  SqMtrt,  AprU  25, 1788. 

TJnlbbs  yon  have  a  mind  to  be  Bishop  of  Norwich,  Madam,  I  can 
give  yon  no  reason  for  hastening  yoor  airival  before  Monday — Hot 
that  I  should  fling  cold  water  on  yoor  coming  sooner  were  I  to  be 
In  town  myself;  bat  I  shall  go  to  Strawbeiry  to-morrow — ^thoagh 
the  weathi^  is  as  bitter  as  it  always  is  in  Newmarket  week — and 
not  letam  bat  for  my  Princess's  Monday ;  and  conseqaently  shaU 
not  have  the  honoor  of  kissing  yoor  Ladyship's  hand  till  Tuesday. 

It  is  not  I,  bat  yoong  Mr.  Horatio^  who  has  kissed  hands  for  a 
place  in  Chelsea  College ;  for  thoogh  /  am  mooh  fitter  for  a  hospital, 
it  iB  not  my  intention  to  go  to  one  throagh  Coort  Another  of 
my  kin  has  arrived,  Mr.  Robert  Walpde,  bom  Portugal,  and  has 

>  Tilt  Donglas,  tilt  gaooenfiil  dahnini  in  the  gnai  DongUui  and  Hamilton  came. 
Lady  Lnoj  was  liia  fbnner  wife.  She  waa  da«|^(ar  of  te  ioeoBd  Daks  of  Monlroae^ 
sad  died  in  1 78iK— Cinsiaeiuic. 
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lirofij^t  a  infei  who  is  to  tfboe  all  Yeniued  and  Hdena  pUt  or 
proseni  I  have  not  yet  seen  lier»  but  mean  to  do  so  soan,  kflt  dw 
should  be  poisoned  hy  some  of  the  reigning  beauties  who  hare  Tiews 
on  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

I  have  just  heard  that  Lord  Hardwicke  is  dead.  I  am  not  sure 
it  is  true,  yet  it  is  probable.  Soame  Jenyns,  whom  I  saw  last  ni^ 
at  Mrs.  Delan/Sy  said  he  was  nay  ill  and  kept  his  bed.  They  ware 
talking  of  the  new  Administration ;  Jenyns  said  he  hoped  it  woaM 
last  at  least  as  long  as  it  had  been  in  forming.  In  troth,  I  qmestion 
whether  it  will  be  very  viracionB.  If  satirical  prints  could  despafi^ 
them,  they  would  be  dead  in  their  cradle ;  there  are  enough  to  hang 
a  room.  The  last  I  think  the  best ;  it  is  called,  **  Heads  of  a  new 
Wig  Administration  on  a  broad  botfann.''  It  is  better  composed 
than  ordinary,  and  has  sereral  circumstances  well  imagined.  The 
designer  is  one  Bayer,  a  Norfolk  lawyer,  who  drew  the  single  figures 
of  several  members  of  Parliament.  The  woman  who  keeps  the  piint> 
shop  in  Brnton-street,  whence  these  hieroglyphics  issue,  says  she 
has  engraved  all  the  drawings  that  are  sent  to  her,  and  that  she 
gets  by  them,  one  with  another,  ten  pounds  a^piece.  I  hope  you 
were  charmed.  Madam,  by  the  figure  of  tiie  young  maiden,  in 
Kr.  Banbury's  'Bobin  Ghray.' 

I  rejoice  that  our  correspondence  ends  her^  for  Has  season, 
Madam.  How  glad  I  shall  be  on  Tuesday,  to  say, ''  Gk>  to  GnMnrenor 
Pkce ! " 

2289.    TO  SIB  HORACE  MAKN. 

BerheUif  S^ate,  April  90, 17Sa. 

I  FBAB  poor  Cavalier  Mozzi  wiU  not  find  himself  much  advanced, 
though  Mr.  Duane  and  I  have  made  a  beginning.  He  mi^  as 
well  have  a  suit  in  Chancery,  if  we  go  no  fasbeir  than  we  have  done. 
We  sat  the  first  morning  near  four  hours,  and  then  could  proceed  no 
further,  for  a  point  of  law  being  started,  upon  which  it  was  necessary 
to  take  the  opinion  of  counsel ;  which  Sharpe  took  down  to  state  to 
two  of  the  first  lawyers.  All  our  three  said  we  should  obtain  that 
opmion  immediaUly;  and  immediaiely  has  already  lasted  above  three 
weeks,  and  I  have  not  heard  a  word  finom  my  fellow-labourers. 

Between  Easter  and  Newmarket,  politics  have  been  a  littie  at  a 
stand :  there  had  been  vivacities  in  both  Houses,  but  no  division  in 
either.  The  heat  of  the  war  seems  likely  to  lie  in  that  of  the  Lords. 
The  newspapers  specii^  the  preferments :  the  one  most  difficult  to 
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be  filled,  the  Tkeroyaltjr  of  IMna^d,  is  at  last  supplied  by  Lord 
Northingtcm.  Mr.  Windham,  whom  yon  saw  lately  in  Italy,  is  hit 
Seeretary.  Mr.  Trevor,  second  son  of  Lord  Hampdffli,  who  has  been 
employed  in  G^ermany,  is  to  be  your  neighbour  at  Turin.  There 
seems  to  be  a  little  suspense  in  Lord  Mountstuarf  s  destination  to 
Madrid.  The  French  Ambassador,  D'Adhemar,  is  expected  inces- 
santly, for  the  Duke  of  Manchester  is .  gone  to  Paris.  It  is  weft 
fliese  articles  are  connected  with  your  vocation,  or  they  would  not 
be  worth  noting:  but  I  have  nothing  more  material  to  teU  you. 
After  a  war,  and  so  many  changes  of  Administrations,  it  might  be 
natural  to  rqpose  a  little ;  but  perhaps  we  may  not  be  anived  at  a 
settlement  yet' 

When  you  wrote  last,  your  nephew  was  not  arrived  at  Florence ; 
but  I  conclude  he  was  before  your  letter  had  made  ten  posts  ;  for  he 
travels  as  fost  as  your  own  couriers.  I  shall  grudge  your  having 
him  for  one  particnlar  day  in  next  week ;  when  Mr.  Pitt  is  to  move 
for  the  alteration  of  the  Representation,  against  which  your  nephew 
is  as  sealous  as  T  jp.  It  will  probably  not  be  carried ;  but  I  wish 
it  knocked  on  the  head  by  as  many  bbws  as  possible.  Our  Consti- 
tution has  resisted  all  kinds  of  shocks ;  but,  if  it  changes  itself,  who 
can  foresee  the  consequence  P  Wehavelost  our  grandeur!  I  hope 
our  iidicity  is^not  to  follow  it  I  It  is  a  disinterested  wiidi,  as  most 
of  mine  are  ;  for  the  progress  of  revolutions  to  come  will  scarcely 
enter  into  the  volume  in  which  I  am  concerned. 

The  newspapers  intimate  that  you  were  in  ihe  right,  when  you 
judged  that  the  two  ambitious  Imperials  *  were  determined  to  treat 
the  Turkish  empire  as  they  did  Poland,  and  share  it  between  them : 
it  seems,  no  submissions  have  diverted  them  from  their  purpose ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  suppose,  have  encouraged  them.  Formerly  an 
Emperor  and  Empress,  with  no  more  religion  than  these  two,  would 
have  christened  it  a  holy  war ;  modem  rapine  is  more  barefaced. 
Our  Nabobs  do  not  plunder  the  Indies  under  the  banners  of  piety 
like  the  old  Spaniards  and  Portuguese.  I  call  man  an  aurivarauB 
ftTiiTnul.  We  pretend  just  now  to  condenm  our  own  excesses,  which 
are  shocking  indeed ;  ied  qutB  euatodiet  ipsas  euatodes  f  A  Parliament 
is  a  fine  court  of  correction.    The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,'  who 

'  This  proTed  %  prophecy  :  the  new  AdminUtntion  did  not  lui  abore  nine  monthi. 
— Waltou. 

*  Anstriftand  BoMia.— Walpoul 

•  '  Henry  Dnndii,  Biq.,  who,  on  the  ooilition  between  Hr.  Fox  and  Lord  Nortii,  had 
gone  otev  to  the  ilde  of  Pitt— Walpoul 


v»  Hoiuol  VjU.poL|i8  Lwwma  [irsi. 

lussqUlimuelfonrBiMl  oreTtif  pBwtenfcig  Sg  TVwap  yBinl)oM 
for  ooimption  st  Uftdna  I  Tlu*  Bambtdd  wm  a  Waiter  at  Wfaite'i. 
there  are  tm>  or  thuee  of  ]ike  origio,  vho  liare  retqnied  from  Beo^ 
inorosted  with  gold  and  diampDds.  This  tiial  hM  diaclosed  a  aome 
of  tyraony  in  Qie  East  Indlia  Company  itself  aa  royally  iniquitous  w 
could  iasofi  &di>i  tiiB  Council -«hunber  <tf  Fetersborg.  We  taJk 
and  write  of  hbar^,  and  jdundsr  the  property  <^  the  ladies.  The 
Emperor  destxoys  oonrents,  and  homhles  the  Fope;  the  Czarina 
preaohes  toleration,  but  protects  the  Jesuits ;  and  U)eee  two 
^ilaeophic  sorereigns  intend  to  divide  Constantinoidie,  after 
swcrifiring  Tiglf  n  "'i^l'ff'  of  liv^  I  In  ""<*  ngff,  relinon  oraniuts 
H ;  m  another,  philosoi^y.  Oh  1  what  a  fiiree  an  honuta 
si 


tUQ.    TO  TBI  RRT.  WILUAM  KASOH. 

Berkity  Bqtart,  Ma^  T,  ITSS. 

If  I  conld  tell  you  ah^  «  man  might  write  about  m  titae  eAaotie 
dajft,  I  should  have  written  to  you  oftener  myself  but  the  Chaos 
that  began  about  this  time  twalvemimth  disgusted  me  so  muah,  as 
it  defeated  all  ttie  proqwots  whitdt  I  had  hoped  thoa^  neva 
expected  to  see  realised,  that  I  firmly  determined  to  bid  adieu  to 
politics ;  and  as  nothing  else  worth  repeating  does  happen,  I  imitated 
your  indolenoe,  and  consequently  was  kind  to  your  etnadeitoe,  vhidt 
most  now  and  them  reproadi  itself  with  its  renuHoees.  I  did, 
indeed,  a  few  damage,  b^in  a  letter  to  you,  but  as  I  perceiTeditwas 
almost  all  about  myself  I  left  it  unfinished  at  Strawberry,  and  now  on 
the  encouragement  of  your  letter,  I  shall  sand  you  this  instead  of  i^ 
and  never  finish  that  Naj,  another  of  your  queatioos  which  I  can 
answer  gives  ffle  occasion  to  repeat  the  only  thing  in  that  letter 
which  was  worth  your  knowing. 

Tes,  I  have  told  yon  that  Barry  has  apotheodsed  yon' — ay,  and  in 
fiill  chorus  with  your  beatified  friends.  Dr.  Johnson,  Boame  Jenyns, 
Burke,  and  Kn.  Montagu,  and  with  some  who  may  be  your  friends 
too,  but  whoee  names  I  never  heard  before,  nor  remember  now.  l^iere 
are  two  gentlewomen  too,  who  I  believe  will  stare  as  much  as  you  at 
the  company  in  which  they  find  themselves.  Had  they  been  hurried 
into  Charon's  hoy  at  once,  they  oonld  not  be  mcnv  surprised  at  the 
hi^lede-pig^ledyhood  that  they  would  meet  there.  In  short,  these 
two  poor  gentlewomen  are  the  Bucheesee  of  Devonshire  and  Butland, 
'  In  Ui  Addphi  pietwe*. — CnMimsix. 
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wb^  tkiB  new  Buvstir  of  the  oenBouoniai  to  Queen  Fan«  lias  ordered 
th«(fc  vdl-bied  tuiier  to  the  QanoBBf  ]>.  Jolmaoiii  to  present  to  Mis. 
Yioeqneen  Moatag^  under  iHiofle  toitioB  they  are  to  be  pleoedy  vho 
i$  leeommeiid^d  to  them  as  a  model  tD  eopjr.  This  yision  of 
immortality  I  haye  m>t  yet  seen,  but  I  am  dabbing  my  ^es  with 
euphrasy  md  roe,  and  propose  to  treat  them  with  it  to-morrow.  I 
must  astringe  my  month  too  with  alnm,  lest  I  langb  and  be  put  into 
pnrgatory  again  myasU^ias-I  wae-fer  the  same^  crime  wben  I  first 
saw  Barry's  Homeric  Yenns  standing  stark  naked  in  firont,  and 
dragging  herself  up  to  heaven  by  a  pyramid  of  her  own  red  hair.^ 
I  had  nerer  seen  nor  heard  of  ihe  man,  and  nnfortnnately  he  stood 
at  my  dbow.  To  ponish  me  for  that  unwitting  crime,  he  clapped 
me  into  his  book  on  painting  as  an  admirer  of  Ihe  Dutch  school, 
which  others  have  blamed  me  for  undervaluing.  I  suppose  he  con- 
cluded that  if  I  laughed  at  bombast-frenzyi  I  must  dote  on  the 
lowest  buffixmery. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  from  Lord  Haroourt  or  Mr.  Btonhewer 
your  future  plans  or  motions,  though  I  probably  shall  not  be  much 
benefited  by  thenu  I  think  you  would  have  told  me,  if  seeing  me 
foil  within  your  design.  The  lees  time  I  have  left^  the  more  I  wish 
to  pass  it  with  those  I  love,  but  fortune  must  produce  that  advan- 
tage if  I  reoeive  it  I  cannot  expect  that  it  should  influence  others. 
^Hie  summer,  when  I  could  best  enjoy  their  company,  sqmrates  me 
almost  entirely  firom  my  friends,  and  I  have  not  youth  or  activity 
enough  to  follow  them ;  so  that  in  eflbct  the  gout  or  its  consequences 
tyrannises  my  whole  year.  But  I  do  not  complain;  could  one 
arrange  one's  soheme  of  life  to  one's  wish,  it  woiild  be  but  more 
painful  to  part  with  it ;  age  and  its  attendant  or  concomitant  depri- 
vations reconcile  one  to  laying  down  its  burden.  Long  life  is  doomed 
to  the  loss  of  those  we  love,  their  absence  therefore  appears  a  light 
evil  in  comparison. 

If  Garter,  of  whom  I  have  heard  nothing,  should  call  on  me  and  I 
could  recommend  him,  I  would  willingly.  It  is  not  very  likely  I 
should  have  an  opportunity.  The  town  is  overrun  with  painters,  as 
much  as  with  disbanded  soldiers,  sailors,  and  ministers,  and  I  doubt 
half  of  all  four  classes  must  be  hanged  for  robbing  on  the  highway, 
before  the  rest  can  get  bread,  or  anybody  else  eat  theirs  in  quiei  I 
shall  heartily  pity  three  of  the  denominations — ^for  the  fourth,  com- 
passion itself  cannot  make  an  option  between  the  Hangers  and 

*  Ck>mp«re  toL  vi.,  p.  187.— OuviiuiaBAM. 


Hangeea;  irtu>  oan  ««» iriiettiw  a  Ld.  Ad.  or  •  Sit  F.  or  T.  R  ii 
the  oolioit  or  ttie,  ezeenticmer.  Don't  voudv  I  hare  d<me  witli 
politus,  whea  there  hu  heen  Rieh  eroanng  orcr  and  figuring  in, 
that  I  defy  prejadioe  itself  to  hold  the  ioalea  vith  a  partial  hud  in 
faxoxa  of  ao^  fiution. 


SW.    CO  SIB  HOBICI  HASH. 

Tkttndof  morning,  «m^,  Ma^  8, 17S1 
I  WBiTK,  thongh  I  vrote  bat  last  week,  and  ratha  to  gratifr 
yoor  Df^ihew  than  yoo.  Ur.  WHliam  Fitf  e  motion  for  reform  of 
the  Hoose  of  Oommona  ma  rejected  at  past  two  this  morning  bj 
293  to  149.  I  know  no  partionlan  yet,  but  from  a  hasty  acoomnt  ina 
newapqter ;  and  to  those  mteUigenoen  for  tiie  oJrcnTnatancee  I  rdcr 
yoQ  and  him,  aa  I  shall  not  have  time  to-day  probably  to  relate 
them  after  I  hare  heard  them,  and  most  go  to  Strawberry  Hill  to- 
morrow winwiiwg  to  receiTe  oon^any,  and  tiiia  most  go  awmy  to- 
morrow nighL 

This  great  majority  will,  I  hope,  at  least  check  snoh  attenqits. 
Indeed,  when  293  members  dare  to  pnmoonoe  so  firmly,  it  ia  plain 
that  the  spirit  of  innovation  has  gained  but  few  ooimties ;  five  or  six 
at  most^  supposing  Kent  and  Essex  added  to  the  Qumtt^U  Alliancoi 
That  T^  epithet  proves  that  the  demand  is  confined  to  a  oouU 
number,  "nie  object  of  ali«ring  the  Befffeeontaticm  I  think  waA 
dangerona.  Wa  know  pretty  well  what  good  or  evil  the  iweseot 
state  of  the  Honse  of  Commons  oan  do :  irttat  an  ealargemeat  va^ 
achiere,  no  man  oan  telL  If  ay,  allowing  the  ivesant  oonslzoctira 
to  be  bad,  it  is  dear  that  cm  emergenoies  it  will  do  right.  Were  the 
Honsa  of  Commons  now  eosting  the  worst  that  ever  was,  stall  it  most 
be  aooeptable  to  our  Beformera ;  for  which  Honse  of  Commons,  since 
the  Beetoration,  erer  did  moro  than  tear  two  Frimo  Ministers  from 
the  Crown  in  one  year  P  In  short,  the  oonstitution  of  the  House  of 
CbmmoDS  I  see  in  the  same  light  as  I  do  my  own  constitution.  Hm 
goat  raises  inflammations,  weakens,  cripples ;  yet  it  poigee  itaelf,  and 
reqniree  no  medicines.  To  qnaok  it  would  kill  me.  Besides,  it  pro- 
Tents  other  illnesses  and  prolongs  life.  Oonld  I  cure  the  gout,  shodd 
not  I  hare  a  fever,  a  palsy,  or  aa  apoplexy  P 

There  has  been  but  one  other  d^te  of  note  lately ;  and  that  was 
in  the  o&er  Honse,  when  Lord  Shelbume  opposed  the  loan,  and 
exposed  himself  egrc^oosly.    He  moved,  that  all  loans  should  be 
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applied  to  the  national  debt,  which  was  an  Lrioism  in  tenns ;  that  is, 
to  lessen  a  debt  by  borrowing  more.  Yet  his  rhodomontade  on 
himself  was  still  more  eztraragani  He  Taimted  his  popnlarily, 
and  said  he  was  adored ;  jret  it  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  true, 
that  he  was  hooted  out  of  the  Administration  by  all  mankind.  His 
fidsehoods,  flatteries,  dapUoity,  insinoeriiy,  arroganoe,  contradictionSy 
negleot  of  his  Iriendsi  with  iJl  liie  kindred  of  all  those  fsralts,  wore 
the  daily  topics  of  contempt  and  lidiccde;  and  his  fioUy  shut 
his  eyes,  nor  did  he  peroeiye — sorely,  does  not  yet  perceive 
— that  so  very  rapid  a  fall  must  haye  been  owing  to  his  own 
incapacity. 

The  Emg  has  lost  another  child,  Prince  Octavius ;  a  lovely  boy, 
ihey  say,  of  whom  both  their  Majesties  were  dotingly  fond.  When 
Prince  Alfred  died,  the  King  said,  '^I  amvery  sorry  for  Alfred;  but, 
had  it  been  Octavius,  I  should  have  died  too.''  * 

We  have  another  Prince  arrited,  the  Due  de  Ghartres,  of  whom 
I  need  say  nolhing :  you  have  seen  him  I  believe.  Nor  have  I 
time  now  for  more ;  only  to  trouble  you  wilii  a  commission,  if  you 
can  execute  it.  I  saw  flie  other  day  a  book  much  to  my  taste,  and 
which  I  never  saw  before.  It  is  called  Fatti,  or  Fasti,  Famesiani, 
I  am  not  sure  which.'  It  is  a  thin  and  not  large  folio,  and  contains 
flie  history  of  the  House  of  Famese  in  prints ;  taken,  I  believe,  from 
one  of  their  villas.  There  is  the  marriage  of  Horatio  Famese  and  the 
daughter  of  Henry  the  Second  of  France.  In  short,  it  is  full  of 
portraits  and  ceremonies  of  that  time,  and  I  should  be  most  glad  to 
have  one,  if  you  can  procure  it ;  though,  as  it  came  out  so  long  ago, 
it  may  be  scarce,  even  at  Parma  or  Rome.  If  it  is  not — ^if  it  is 
common — ^I  should  wish  for  two  copies ;  yet,  do  not  attempt  two,  if 
not  quite  easily  attained.  Adieu  I  I  have  not  a  moment  more — ^but 
I  believe  there  is  nothing  more  worthy  telling  you. 

>  Priiiee  OeUTini,  Um  ktng'i  dgfath  too,  wis  bom  on  the  SOtli  of  Febnuuy,  1779, 
and  dM  at  Kew  Palaoe  on  tho  8id  of  May,  1788.— Wbiobc 

'  It  U  called  "  Fatti  Fameae/'  and  contains  prints  firom  the  paintings  by  the  two 
brothen,  Taddeo  and  Frederioo  Znoehero,  in  the  Palace  of  Capralola.  Taddeo,  the 
elder^  hon.  in  1689,  exoelled  in  elegance  of  design.  Frederioo,  bom  in  1543,  studied 
under  him.  A  quarrel  with  some  of  the  distinguished  persons  about  the  Papal  court 
lost  him  the  patronage  of  Gregory  XIII.,  and  made  it  adyisable  for  him  to  quit  Borne. 
He  retired  ftnt  to  France,  and  afterwards  remored  to  England,  where  he  grew  into 
eonidderable  repute,  and  painted  a  portraitof  Queen  Sliiabeth.  His  fiends  aft  length 
•ttocoeded  in  restoring  him  to  fitrour  at  Rome. — Walpoli. 


HMMm  WMTOWSi 


SMI.    TO  QBOBH  OOIMAX,  WKl 

Dui  Ba,  Armp&sty  BiO,  Ma^  10,  ITSl 

Fob  m  70a  Duut  allow  me  to  odl  ym^  after  your  being  ao 
Uni  08  to  send  me  w  TaliublB  aod  egFeeaUe  &  praent  m  yoor 
tnuulBtiop  of  Horaoe^— I  wuh  complimeiit  had  left  any  tem 
vniiiTaded,  of  which  smeatily  ooold  nulEe  oie  witiMnt  Kupaaa. 
lliose  would  be  preoiaely  what  I  would  employ  in  eixaiaeiidiiig  yow 
poem ;  and,  if  they  proved  too  simple  to  oontent  my  gntilcaia,  I 
woold  be  satisfiad  with  an  taring  to  troth,  and  wait  for  a  noUcr 
ppportmuty  of  aoorifioiitg  to  the  warmer  virtue.  If  I  have  not  kit 
my  memoiy,  your  tauulation  is  the  best  I  have  ever  seen  of  tlut 
difficult  etostle.  Your  expreaBion  is  easy  sod  nataral,  and  wbm 
reaiiBite,  poetio.  In  fihort,  it  has  a  prime  nieiit«  it  has  the  air  of  an 
originaL 

Yonr  l^potheaiB  in  your  commentary  is  very  ingeoioaa.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  true,  which  note  cannot  be  known ;  bat  if 
the  Boope  of  the  episfle  was,  as  yon  suppose,  to  hint  in  a  detieate 
and  friendly  manner  to  the  elder  of  Piao's  sons  that  he  had  wiitlan  a 
bad  tragedy,  Horace  had  cartBioly  ezeoated  his  plan  w^  gnat 
address ;  and,  I  think,  nobody  will  be  aUe  to  show  ttutt  anytiang 
in  iha  poem  olaahes  with  your  idea.  Nay,  if  he  mtb  tetiiflr,  and 
meant  to  diaguise  his  object,  by  giving  hia  epiatle  tib«  air  of  general 
rules  on  poetry  and  tragedy,  he  achieved  both  pniposes ;  and  iriiik 
the  youth  his  friend  was  at  once  ooneoted  and  pot  to  so  diame^  all 
other  readers  were  kept  in  tho  dark,  osept  yoo,  and  diverted  to 
different  soenta. 

Excuse  my  oonunmting  yonr  commaat,  bat  I  bad  no  other  way 
of  proving  Ihat  I  really  approve  both  your  vaaion  and  oritioian 
than  by  statbg  the  groands  of  my  applaoae.  If  yon  han  wnstod 
the  sense  of  the  original  to  &vour  your  own  hypotheaiB,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  disoover  yoor  art ;  for  I  do  not  peroeive  iriiece  it  has 
been  employod.  If  you  have  given  Horace  more  meaning  titan  be 
was  intitled  to,  you  have  oonierred  a  favour  on  him,  for  you  have 
mode  his  whole  epistle  oonsstent,  a  beaufy  ail  the  Bpeetaoles  of  all 
his  oommentators  eoold  not  find  out — but,  indeed,  M«y  prooeed  os 
the  inofound  laws  of  cntirasm,  you  by  the  laws  cf  common  eoise, 

>  HIi  tniMUtion  of  BoimA  ^doU  Id  PbotiM  d*  Art*  FMUdL— Watus; 
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idiok,  maiduiig  cm  a  plmi  natami  pafli^  itTvy  apt  to  amre  Botner 
at  ft*  g»4  fliaa ihejr K^  ix&wA  on  the  Appiaa  Way;  wliiok  wa« 
m  Yoj  ooeAj  and  daraUe  nvck,  M  k  Teny  xtaeuj,  and  at  present 
does  not  lead  to  a^  quarter  of  tbe  places  to  wbiob  it  was  of^inalljr 
directed. 

I  am.  Sir,  wiAl  great  regard^  Ac. 


SMS.    TO  THB  HXY.  WILLIAM  KABOiB. 

Strawberry  Eta^ltay  11«  1788. 

Tarn  IB  only  a  codioil  to  my  last»  and  ehali  not  be  longer  than  my 
testament  I  have  seen  Lord  Ebroonrt ;  he  says  yon  will  not  ooma 
tiU  the  Padiament  rises.  Were  yoa  a  Memb^  of  Paorliamant  I 
should,  think  yon  ezoeedingly  in  tba  riglit :  not  being  so^  ezoase  me^, 
if  I  do^  not  ooupiielieaid  your  reason ;  not  that  X  oentest.it  witlt  yooyi 
for  were  I  to  oonyinoe  yon  I  shonld  not  tbink  nq^sotf  &  jot  nearer  to> 
persnadiBg  yon. 

My  other  reason  for  writing  now  is  to  dajnstioe  toyonr  St  Peter^ 
who  has  let  yon  into  heaven : — ^I  mean  Bany  tibe  painter.  I  havej 
seen  his  Karfiihition,  and  am  mnok  jdeased  with  one  of  his  eight  pio- 
tnres,  and  that  one  is  one  of  the  two  largest,  it  is  the  'OiympioYiotois 
<aowned»'  The  ooloaiing  is  cold  and  nnanimated,  but  tibe  figures  are. 
fiady  drawn  and  graoeAil,  and  the  whole  oompositiMi  is  simple  and. 
dasrio.  Indeed  he  may  improve  the  colouringi  as  he  says  in  bis- 
book  that  none  of  the  pieoes  are  finished,  nor  have  their  foil  cMaro 
9curo :  of  the  rest,  the  *  Orpheus  *  is  very  bad,  he  is  blind,  dancing, 
and  drunk.  The  *  Grecian  Harvest-home,' if  not  a  mere  beginning, 
is  poor  enough*  In  the  'Triunqph  of.  the  Thames,'  Dr.  Bumey 
is  not  only  swimming  in  his  clothes,  but  playing  on  a  harpsiohoid, 
a  new  kmd  of  water-music  For  Mrs.  Montagu  and  her  pupil 
Duchesses^  and  her  Chamberlain,  the  Doctor  [Johnson],  they  are 
hustled  into  such  a  mob  of  heads  that  you  would  think  them 
crowding  out  of  BaneUgh,  and  so  unlike  they  are,  that  I  did  not 
know  which  was  which.  Then  there  are  so  many  Dukes  and 
Duchesses  in  robes  besides,  that  I  turned  to  Elysium  to  avoid  a 
Coronation,  and  therel  found  ye.  all  in  a  masquerade,  that  is,  you  in 
your  gown  and  cassock ;  Gharles  I.  in  his  Yandyck  dress ;  Homer 
in  rags ;  Leo  X.  in  his  purple ;  the  Black  Prince  in  armour ;  and 
Ossian  in  flesh  and  blood,  for  even  that  nonentity  he  has  sent  to 
heaven,  though  indeed  after  obliging  him  previously  to  go  aud  be 
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bom  in  Irdaiid.  I  snppoee  there  is  some  siieh  maxiiii  of  the 
Schoolmen  as  Kemo  heoHfictBtur  qui  non  nateUur.  There  is  a  sapeA 
sbonlder  and  wing  of  a  monntainons  Angel  that  sapparte  all  heKvea 
on  its  back,  and  a  gigantic  log  of  another  that  dances  from  alooC 
and  put  me  in  mind  oTmy  own  Otranto. 

Barry  has  expounded  iJl  in  a  book  which  does  not  want  senses 
though  fiill  of  passion  and  sel^  and  ynlgarisms  and  yamty.  It  is 
an  essay  to  recommend  himself  to  an  establishment.  Hb  calls 
Mortimer  snperior  to  Salvator  Bosa,  though  his  best  merit  was  being 
Salrator's  imitator;  but  there  is  one  thought  that  pleased  me 
extremely.  He  says  that,  in  his  Elysium  (which  I  did  not  obsenre^ 
for  it  is  impossible  to  see  a  tenth  part  at  one  yiew),  he  has  rqne- 
sented  Titian  offering  his  pallet  to  BaphaeL 

Janris's  Window'  from  Sur  Joshua's  * Natiyity '  is  glorious.  The 
room  being  darkened  and  the  sun  ehining  through  flie  traa^MreDcnSi 
realises  the  illumination  that  is  supposed  to  be  diflEused  from  fte 
glory,  and  has  a  magic  effect 

Tbie  Due  de  Ohartresis  arrired.  This  atniabk  Prince  (to  talk  in  the 
style  of  the  newspapers  on  Kke  occasions)  is,  note  it,  six-and-flurty, 
is  marriedi  and  has  daughters. 

Lady  Glermont  made  a  great  dinner  and  assembly  ix  him  on 
Thursday.  He  came  dirty,  and  in  a  frock  with  metal  batfons 
enamelled  in  black,  with  hounds  and  horses,  a  fiashion  I  remember 
here  above  forty  years  ago.  The  moral  Madame  de  GenKs  was 
mistress  of  this  old  cub  and  is  now  Goy^mess  to  the  Princesses,  his 
daughters ;  you  see,  we  may  stall  learn  fr<»n  France.' 

'  At  Now  College,  Ozfoid.— CmnmraHAK. 

*     fO  VHB  HOV.  BOBAOB  WAtfOU. 

il«loii,irafie,178S. 

Ht  friend  Mr.  Aldenon  bringi  joa  with  tids  the  copies  yoa  reqoefted  of  Qfi/i 
head :  it  ii  the  fint  opportunity  I  hare  hiui  of  leiiding  them,  and  therefore  I  do  not 
qpotogiee  for  the  delay.  He  oomei  up  to  be  a  negotiator  between  poor  Lady  Holder- 
neeae  and  her  quondam  aon-in4aw  [Lord  Caermarthen] ;  who^  by  taking  advantage  of 
a  lawyer't  blander  in  Lord  Holdemeew't  will,  is  likely  if>  distren  her  ezeeedingly,  and 
I  ihall  not  wonder  if  the  honae,  pietnreiy  Ac,  in  Hertford-etreoS  follows  Sloii  HQl :  tls 
a  sad  ba8ine«,and  I  pity  her  eoLtremely.  If  Hr.  Aldenon  is  Ineky  enough  to ftadyoa 
when  he  brings  this  to  yoor  house,  I  should  be  greatly  obliged  to  yon  if  yon  woold 
permit  him  to  gi?e  yon  a  memorandvm  relsd^ng  to  an  appUoalioa  whkk  Lady 
Holdemesse  mad^  to  Genoial  Oonway  some  t|me  ago,  for  a  young  fslatlon  of  his 
abovt  an  enslgnqr.  I  know  he  pot  hia  on  his  list,  and  aU  I  wish  sad  darira  of  yon 
is  (if  it  be  to  be  done  easily)  to  aet  the  Ghost  in  '  Hamlet»' and  only  to  any,— 

This  Tisitstion,  Conway, 
b  bat  to  whet  thy  almost  blnnted  pupooe. 

There  is  no  occasion  for  yon  to  pnt  on  Frsnds  the  Fiisi's  amoor.     B«i  to  be 
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Mt  Loi»,  Strawberry  HUl,  Ma^  1%  1788. 

I  BID  not  know,  till  I  receiyed  Qie  honour  of  your  Lordflbip's 
letter,  that  any  obebmotion  had  been  given  to  your  charter.  I  eon- 
gratulate  yomr  Lordahip  and  the  Society  on  the  defeat  of  that  oppo- 
8ition»  which  doea  not  seem  to  have  hem  a  liberal  one.  The  pnrsnil 
of  national  antiquities  has  rarely  been  an  object,  I  believe,  with  any 
nniyersity :  why  should  they  obstruct  others  from  marching  in  that 
trackP  I  have  often  thought  the  English  Society  of  Antiquaries 
have  gone  out  of  their  way  when  they  meddled  with  Soman  remains, 
especially  if  not  diBoovered  within  our  island.  Were  I  to  speak  out, 
I  should  own  that  I  hold  most  reliques  of  the  Bomans  ihat  haye 
been  found  in  Britain,  of  little  consequence,  unless  relating  to  such 
emperors  as  visited  us.  Provincial  armies  statioiied  in  so  remote 
and  barbarous  a  quarter  as  we  were  then,  acted  Httte,  produced  little 

•ariooi:  at  Um  wmrnkdoik  waatod  ii  tar  sny  plaoe  or  •arrioe*  and  aol  io  make  a 
|»andiiig  officer  in  the  Park,  ii  would  be  a  kind  tiling  in  jou  so  &r  to  interfere 
and  (I  would  not  wiah  jon  to  go  a  step  ftiriher)  to  learn  whether  her  Ladjihip'i 
a^liestion  la  Ukdy  to  aoeoeed  in  any  ahori  time ;  fw  the  jonng  nan  ia  at  pteeent 
rather  a  bnrtlien  on  hii  Telatlon,  who»  having  a  hmUlj  of  hia  own  to  proTida  for, 
ought  to  make  his  charity  not  only  begin  hot  keep  at  home. 

I  aaa  mneh  obliged  to  jon  for  your  two  laat  letten,  and  partienlarl  j  for  the  enter- 
taining aoeoont  of  Banj'i  pietares ;  bat  I  woald  rather  be  oat  of  hia  lUyilnm  than  lo 
for  out  of  your  hooka  that  you  ihonld  think  me  incapable  of  being  perniaded  though 
eonTinoed.  That  eentence  of  yours  ii  a  severer  satire  than  any  I  erer  penned :  I 
kope  it  is  an  anjnst  one ;  but  self  ia  bUnd.  HowoTer,  I  da  asanre  I  hope  to  aee  yon 
ahortly,  for  though  I  mean  to  go  to  Nnneham  before  I  come  to  London,  and  to  keep 
his  Mijesty's  birUi-day  [4th  June]  with  his  Lordship,  yet  I  intend  to  visit  you,  and 
a  fow  other  of  my  friends,  when  that  birth-day  has  thinned  the  town  a  litUe. 

1  wiU  oondnde  this  scnwl  with  an  anecdote  which  I  beUere  wUl  be  new  to  yon, 
though  of  an  oldish  date.  Soon  after  the  news  of  Brown's  death  had  reached  the 
royal  ear,  he  went  over  to  lUchmond  gardens,  and  in  a  tone  of  great  satisfoction  said 
to  the  under  gardener,  "  Brown  is  dead :  now  MeUioant,  yon  and  I  can  do  here  what 
we  please." '  If  this  Is  not  a  characteristic  trait  I  know  not  what  ia.  I  shaU  not 
leave  Aston  before  the  1st  of  June ;  therefore  yon  will  have  time  to  fovour  me  with 
another  letter,  if  this  reachea  you  soon,  thons^  the  bearer  ia  not  yet  certain  what  day 
he  shaU  set  out    Tours  vexy  truly, 

W.  Miaoa. 

^  "  Mason  is  so  deUghted  with  the  aptness  of  Lord  Jersey's  gardener  to  recetva 
inatmetions,  that  I  believe  he  would  wilUngly  paas  a  month  or  two  with  hhn."  W. 
WhiUkead  to  Lord  ffareourt,  8q<  18, 1782.  (MS.)— <'  I  dare  si^  Mr.  Mason  UAd  yen 
with  what  extreme  complacem^  he  looked  round  on  all  his  operations  at  this  place. 
I  ahould  have  told  you,  if  I  had  come  back,  how  hia  vanity  swaggered.  '  This  I  do 
not  repent  of;'  '  I  was  rather  lucky  here ; '  and  '  This  (of  at  least  half-a^caen  things) 
was  abeolutely  the  best  alteraUon  I  ever  made  in  my  life.'"  W.  Whitehead  to  Lord 
ffareomrt,  MiddletoH  Park,  A^g.  82, 1784.  (MS.>-<lviiai«aBA]f. 
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wodli  being  remembered.  Tombshmes  erooted  to  legiomuy  offieen 
and  iheir  familiiWy  bow  dignified  hj  tibe  title  o£  m^cnpiioma;  and 
banks  and  ditbhes  ibat  sononnded  oampe,  wbich  we  nnderatand 
mnch  better  by  books  and  plans,  than  by  soch  hint  firagments,  are 
giren  with  mcuh  pomp,  and  tell  ns  noAuig  new.  Tour  Lordahip'ii 
new  fbnndaiion  seems  to  proceed  on  a  mneh  more  ratioxial  and  moie 
naefbl  plan.  The  biography  of  the  iHastrioiis  of  your  oonntiy  wiD 
be  an  hononr  to  Scofland,  to  those  iUostrions,  and  to  the  anflion; 
and  may  eooiribilte  considerably  to  the  general  histosy;  tar  the 
inresiigation  of  partioolar  lives  may  bring  out  many  aneedotes  that 
maiT  vi&IA  seorate  of  state,  or  ezplam  passages  in  saob  histories 
as  haTe  been  already  written;  especially  as  the  mannere  of  the  times 
may  enter  into  prirate  biography,  thon^  before  YoUaife,  wunmiri 
were  rarely  weighed  in  general  history,  tiionghTery  <rften  tlie  someei 
of  oonaLdenUe  events.  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  see  saoh  lives  li 
shall  be  published,  while  I  remain  alive. 

I  cannot  eontAute  anything  of  eonsequenoe  to  yoor  Lotdsfaqp^s 
meditated  aoooont  of  John  Law.  I  have  heard  many  aneodotes  of 
him,  thoiq^  none  timt  I  ca^  wamuit,  particularly  thjrt  of  the  duel 
for  which  he  fled  early.'  I  metihe  other  day  with  an  aooonntin  some 
French  literary  gacette^  I  forget  which,  of  his  having  eanied  off  tiie 
wife  of  anotherman.  Lady  Catherine  Law,  his  wife,  Eved,  during 
his  power  in  France,  in  the  most  statoly  manner.  Yoor  Tjordship 
knows,  to  be  sore,  that  he  died,  aind  is  buried  at  Yenioe.  I  have 
two  or  three  different  prints  of  him,  and  an  excellent  head  of  him  in 
crayons  by  Bosalba,  the  best  of  her  portraits.'  It  is  certainly  veiy 
Hke,  fbr,  were  the  flowing  wig  converted  into  a  female  head-dress,  it 
would  be  the  exact  resemblaitce  of  Lady  Wallingford,  hie  dangfater, 
whom  I  see  frequently  at  the  Dudiess  of  Montrose's,  and  who  has 
by  no  means  a  look  of  the  age  to  which  she  is  arrived.  Law  was  a. 
very  ^ctraordinary  man,  but  not  at  all  an  estimable  one. 

I  donH  remember  whether  I  ever  told  your  Lordship  tiiat  there 
are  many  charters  of  your  ancient  kings  preserved  in  the  Scots 
College  at  Paris,  and  probably  many  other  curiosities.  I  think  I 
did  mention  many  painthigs  <d  the  old  house  of  Lenox  in  the  ancient 
castle  at  Anbigny. 

'  Compare  Erelyn  in  hif  Hemoin,  under  S3nd  Apifl,  1694.  A  mraid  of  602L  Ibc 
Law's  apprehension  appeared  in  the  '  London  Gaiette '  of  the  7th  January,  1S9S.— 
^VaioHT 

*  BoMJba'e  portndi  of  John  Law,  mM  ai  the  Strawberry  HiU  Sale  for  ISL  Ifit.  (SliI 
day.  Lot  73).— Cumvisohail 
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iUtk    TO  THB  HON.  TH01CA8  FIT2WILLIA1L> 

Berkeley  Square,  May  It,  1788. 

I  FBAK,  Sir,  that  I  must  hare  appeared  very  ungratefdl  and  neg- 
ligent for  not  thanking  you  the  instant  I  had  the  honour  of  recdying 
your  letter ;  but  the  truth  is^  that  lest  I  should  give  you  the  double 
trouble  of  two  letters  from  me,  I  waited  till  your  present  arrived, 
which  the  carrier  brou^t  to  me  but  half  an  hour  ^go. 

The  beauty  and  curiosity  of  the  basin/  great  as  they  are,  searce 
could  add  to  my  confusion.  It  was  considerable  enough  before! 
How  could  I  suppose  myself  entitled  to  such  a  favour  P  such  an 
honour  P  I  must  ever  be  partial  to  my  house  and  inconsiderable 
collection,  since  they  were  curious  enough  to  amuse  you,  and  to 
make  you  recollect  their  still  more  inconsiderable  possessor.  Since 
you  have  been  so  favourable  to  all  three,  I  must  flatter  myself  that 
whenever  you  are  at  Richmond,  you  will  condescend  to  visit  once 
more  a  house  to  which  you  have  added  so  rare  an  ornament,  and  a 
person  who  will  be  very  impatient  to  thank  you  in  person. 

The  basin,  which  is  perfect,  is,  I  believe,  Turkish.  I  have  a 
small  plate,  but  very  in&rior  in  beauty  and  preservation,  which  was 
given  to  me  as  Turkish ;  and  the  characters  on  the  outside  of  your 
basin.  Sir,  seem  to  me  Eastern ;  but  I  question  very  much  whether 
the  art  of  gilding  the  composition  is  not  only  exbremely  andent, 
but  an  art  lost  It  resembles  those  Moorish  mosaics  which  are  said 
to  adorn  the  Alhambra  in  Spain. 

You  have  added  to  this  great  favoui,  Sir,  by  giving  me  a  preienoe 
for  aiding  the  honour  of  a  visit  from  Lady  Fitzwilliam ;  and  if  you 
and  Mrs.  Iltzwilliam  are  ever  so  good  as  to  meet  her  si  Strawberry 
SIl,  you  will  make  completely  happy  one  who  has  the  honour  to 
be,  with  the  highest  respect  and  gratitude, 

Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  and  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

HOBAGB  WaLFOLB. 

1  Now  fini  pQbUAed.  ^  Tie  eiiTet»pe  fi  loft ;  bnt  it  bean  intenud  evidence  of 
ikm  penon  it  is  addrened  to.  The  last  Lord  FiUnrflHana  wis  a  jomger  ma,  and  did 
not  snooeedy  I  believe,  to  tiie  title  niore  than  ten  yean  or  to  Yueiort  hia  death.  This 
letter  appean  to  have  been  written  to  him  when  he  waa  only  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Hia  Christian  name  was  Thomas,  I  believe ;  he  died  abont  1882  or  1883,  and  on  l^s 
dwfcth  the  peMnngo  betnme  eattoet.*    Ihmy  (kutieimm,  Bteek  S&use,  near  Minffwood. 


*   In  Walpole's  Catalegrne  of  Us  Stimwherry  HiU  eoVleetioii,  is  this  entry,  p.  14  :^ 
"  A  bason  of  Turldsh  earthenware,  gilt  within ;  a  present  from  Mr.  FitswiHSam.*'— 

CvVnHOHAM. 


TOU  VIII. 


irO  HOBACB  WALP0LE*8  WnXBS.  [1:88. 


224e.    TO  QEOHQE  HARDIKQB,  BSa 

Berhdqf  Bquare^  May  17, 1781 

Though  I  shall  not  be  fixed  at  Strawberry  on  this  day  fortni^ 
I  will  accept  yonr  ofifer,  dear  Sir,  becanse  my  time  is  more  at  mj 
disposal  than  yours,  and  yon  may  not  have  any  other  day  to  besfanr 
upon  me  later.  I  thank  yon  for  yonr  second,  which  I  shall  read  as 
carefully  as  I  did  the  former.  It  is  not  your  £Biult  if  you  hare  not 
yet  made  Sir  Thomas  Bumbold  white  as  driTen  snow  to  me.'  Natme 
has  providentially  given  us  a  powerful  antidote  to  eloquence,  or  ^ 
criminal  that  has  the  best  advocate  would  escape.  But,  when 
rhetoric  and  logic  stagger  my  lords  the  judges,  in  steps  prejudice, 
and,  without  one  argument  that  will  make  a  syllogism,  oonfutes 
Messrs.  Demosthenes,  Tully,  and  Hardinge,  and  makes  their  lord- 
ships see  as  clearly  as  any  old  woman  in  England,  that  beUef  is  a 
much  better  rule  of  faith  than  demonstratian.  This  is  just  my  case : 
I  do  believe,  nay,  and  I  will  believe,  that  no  man  ever  went  to  India 
with  honest  intentions.  If  he  returns  with  100,000/.  it  is  plain  that 
I  was  in  the  right  But  I  have  still  a  stronger  proof;  my  Laid 
Coke  says,  '*  Set  a  thief  to  catch  a  thief;''  my  Lord  Advocate'  says, 
'^  Sir  Thomas  is  a  rogue :''  ergo. — ^I  cannot  give  so  complete  an 
answer  to  the  rest  of  your  note,  as  I  trust  I  have  done  to  your 
pleadings,  because  the  latter  is  in  print,  and  your  note  is  mana- 
scripi  Now,  unfortunately,  I  cannot  read  half  of  it ;  for,  give  me 
leave  to  say,  that  either  your  hand  or  my  spectacles  are  so  bad^  that 
I  generally  guess  at  your  meaning  rather  llian  decipher  ii^  and  this 
time  the  context  has  not  served  me  welL 


SS47.    TO  SIB  HORAOB  UAKS. 

Berkeley  Bqpiart^  May  89, 1781. 

I  AM  glad  to  have  nothing  to  tell  you  wortii  telling.  We  have 
subsided  suddenly  into  a  comfortable  cahn.  Not  only  war  has  dis- 
appeared,  but  also  the  jostling  of  ministries,  the  hostilities  of  fiictions, 

'  The  biU  of  paina  tnd  penaltiai  agaixuii  Sir  Thomas  Bnmbold,  late  goTeroor  of 
MadrM,  waa  at  this  time  in  its  progress  through  the  House  of  Commona.  On  the  Ut 
of  Jnly,  the  farther  proceedings  npon  the  biU  were  a^ionmed  to  the  Ist  of  October; 
by  which  means  the  whole  bosiness  fell  to  the  gronnd. — Wuosr. 

'  Henry  Dondas,  afterwards  Lord  Mtl?iUe. — Wuobt. 
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ilie  torbolenoe  of  ecnmtj  assooiationsy  and  the  mntinous  spirit  of 
disbanded  r^;iinents.  The  signal  repulse  given  to  the  proposed 
Beformation  of  Parliament  seems  to  have  dashed  all  that  rashness 
of  innovation.  The  ousted  Ministers  do  not  attempt  a  division  in 
either  House  of  Parliameni  In  the  Lords,  where  most  vigour  was 
expected.  Lord  Shelbume  and  the  late  Chancellor  made  so  ridi- 
culous a  figure,  that  even  they  themselves  appear  ashamed.  Mr. 
William  Pitt,  tiiough  little  supported,  indulges  himself  in  shining ; 
and  does  shine  marvellously.  His  language  is  thought  equal  to  his 
father's;  his  reasoning  much  superior;  and  no  wonder,  if  at  all  good  I 
He  is  less  deficient,  even  when  speaking  on  afiEedrs  of  money ;  and  in 
his  last  speech,  had  more  fire  than  usuaL  Is  not  all  this  wonderful 
at  twenty-three  P  Is  not  it  wonderful,  when  he  can  shine,  though 
within  the  orbit  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  opposed  to  him  P 

TbiB  is  all  that  is  memorable,  but  a  new  suicide.  A  Mr.  Powell, 
a  tool  of  Lord  Holland,  and  left  by  him  in  the  Pay  Office,  was  dis- 
missed last  3^ar  for  a  deficiency  in  his  accounts  of  70,000/.  It  is 
not  yet  known  whence  this  happened ;  nor  do  I  know,  however  ill 
the  appearance,  that  he  was  guilty  of  dishonesty.  Still,  he  had 
8wom  to  a  tslae  account,  and  was  to  be  prosecuted  for  perjury.  Mr. 
Burke,  on  succeedmg  Colonel  Barr^  in  the  Pay  Office,  restored  this 
man  and  another  disgraced  at  the  same  time, — as  Burke  says,  firom 
commiseration  of  their  distracted  shame.  Oreat  censure  was  passed 
on  that  restoration.  Mr.  Burke  vehemently  defended  himself  in  the 
House,  and  was  supported ;  but  the  men  were  given  up  in  two  days; 
and  in  two  days  more  Powell  cut  his  throat.' 

>  Two  indlTidiiali,  Powell  ft&d  Bambridge,  the  one  etehier,  the  other  aeeoiintMit  of 
the  Ann  J  Pftj-oi&oe,  haying  been  aoeiued  of  malTenation  in  the  dieehaige  of  their 
fonetioniy  had  been  dUmuied  by  Colonel  Barr6  from  their  litnationB,  while  he  was 
Paymaater  of  the  Foroes,  under  Lord  Shelbome'a  adminiatration.  One  of  the  fint 
acta  of  Mr.  Borice,  on  ooming  again  into  that  offioe,  waa  to  reinstate,  without  preTiooalj 
conaaltLDg  Mr.  Fox,  both  theae  indiyidoala.  On  Mr.  Martin  hkving  said,  in  the 
House  of  Oommons,  that  he  looked  upon  their  restoration  as  a  gross  and  daring 
insult  to  the  public,  Mr.  Burke  rose  in  great  heat,  and  excUimed,  "  It  ia  a 
gross  and  daring  " — ^Imt,  before  he  proceeded  farther,  Mr.  Sheridan  pulled  him  down 
on  his  seat.  ThU  took  place  on  the  2nd  of  Maj.  On  the  19th,  Sir  Gedl  Wray 
having  expressed  his  astomshment  that  the  new  paymaster  should  have  reinstated 
two  pexsons  suspected  of  so  great  a  crime  as  the  embezzlement  of  public  money,  Mr. 
Bnzke  apologised  for  the  Tiolence  he  had  displayed  on  the  former  CTening;  but  said, 
that  "  nothing  was  fiurther  from  his  intention  than  to  offer  an  excuse  for  what  he  had 
done  relating  to  the  two  unfortunate  gentlemen ;  he  felt  such  a  sunshine  of  content 
within,  that,  if  the  act  was  undone,  he  was  connnced  he  should  do  it  again.  He 
caUed  Messrs.  Powell  and  Bambridge  two  unfortunate  men,  and  said  they  had  been 
committed  to  his  protection  by  {Evidence ;  one  of  them  had  been  with  him,  and 
•ppearad  almost  diatiacted;  he  was  absolutely  afraid  the  poor  man  would  lose  his 


This  happened  as  if  ta  eoBYinoe  the  newly^^rrhed  Fiendi»  thai 
aelf-marder  is  a  weekly  eyent  in  this  ooimtry.  We  haye  not  only 
the  Duo  de  Ghartres,  but  three  ladies  of  the  Ooiirt^  the  Dues  da 
Coigny,  Fita- James,  and  Polignacy  husband  of  the  Que^i's  fiavoiirite^ 
and  various  others,  and  more  ooming.  These  wise  men  from  the 
East,  like  those  of  ancient  time,  are  led  by  a  star  to  a  stable ;  Hkeir 
great  objeot  was  Newmarket ;  at  laast,  the  Boyal  Duke's  horses  and 
dogs  are  so  much  his  taste»  that  he  has  a  faraoe  of  them  engrayed 
on  his  buttons,  in  the  most  indecent  attitudes ;  and»  at  the  fint 
dinner  made  for  him»  pointed  out  the  partionlar  repiesentatioiiB  to 
JjsAj  -^i— -V  As  QW  newspapers  take  as  great  UbertieB  as  any 
Prince  of  the  Blood*  t^ey  Wa  made  due  xaention  o(  sooh  yulgv 
indelicacy ;  and,  fts  it  g«^ye  great  offeaoe,  hia  Serene  Highness  has 
not  exhibited  his  stud  and  kennel  any  more. 

The  papers  say  tiiat  the  Imperial  Freebooters^  male  and  female, 
haye  remitted  their  invasion  of  Turkey,  on  having  all  their  demanda 
complied  with ;  but,  as  they  covet  all*  I  should  not  think  posQlani" 
mity  would  abate  their  appetites.  Are  vultures  tamed  by  one  bellyfol? 

Our  lawyers  flatter  me,  that  one  more  session  will  complete  tibe 
discussion  of  Cavalier  Mozzi's  affair.  Without  Mr«  Daane  I  do  sot 
know  what  we  should  bitve  done.  He  is  pati^it,  co<^  attentive,  and 
very  intelligent.  I  must  do  justice  to  Mr.  Sharpen  who  really  is  veiy 
active  and  zealous  for  the  GavaUer. 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  your  diplomatic  brotiher  at  I4abon»  is  oome 
Qver  for  a  few  months ;  and  has  bronght  a  young  wi&^  the  daughter 
of  a  Scottish  merchant  settled  therOi  who  is  the  phenoiofinen  of  the 
day.*  She  is  a  regular  beauty,  but  in  my  eyes  less  pleasing  than 
my  nieces,  the  WaldiGgraves  and  Hiss  £eppeL'  The  last^  with  a 
Kttle  too  much  plimipness^  has  a  most  divine  boe,  with  exael 


Moaee ;  this  much  he  was  rare  of,  that  the  eight  ef  his  gvqr  hain,  9m4  the 
ditioB  ia  whieh  he  liad  seen  him,  had  so  affbcted  aad  oreroome  him,  that  be  was 
scarcely  able  to  come  down  to  the  House."  Several  members  expressed  their  strong 
disapprobation  of  Mr.  Bnrke's  eondnct^  and  the  business  would  have  been  sgitated 
anew,  had  not  Powell  a  few  days  after  pat  an  end  to  his  ezistenee  with  a  raaor, 
and  Mr.  Rigby  announced  that  Bambridge  was  removed.from  his  situation.  In 
July,  Bambridge  was  tried  on  an  information  filed  against  him  in  the  Coort  of 
King's  Bench,  for  oonniTing  at  the  concealment  of  forty-eight  thousand  pounds^ 
and  found  guilty;  and,  in  November,  he  was  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  two 
thousand  pounds,  and  be  confined  in  the  King's  Boich  Prison  ibr  six  months.^ 
Wriobt. 

'  The  Honourable  Robert  Walpole,  fourth  and  youngest  son  of  Horatio  first  Lad 
Walpole,  and  envoy  at  Lisbon,  married,  in  1780,  Diana»  daughter  of  Walter  Qrosett^ 
Esq.,  a  merdiantof  that  dty. — Wilpolb. 

*  Anna  Maria,  eldest  daughter  of  Frederick  Keppel,  Bishop  af  Baeler. — Wautwa 


im.]  to  VHl  BIT.  MIL  llAdOK*  STB 

iBaturay  bmntifiil  ddn,  alid  sH^  dcrantdnaace*  Lady  Horatia  is 
extronely  pretty,  and  like  the  Duchess ;  but  not  of  that  great  style 
and  oommanding  g^ory.  Lady  Maria,  the  handsomest  of  the  three 
asters,  has  a  spirit  and  sensible  viyacity,  witiii  a  perfect  person  and 
lovely  hands  and  arms,  that  make  her  more  charming  than  an 
irreproaohable  beauty,  as  Mrs.  Robert  Walpole  is.  The  Duchess  of 
Deyonshire,' the  empress  of&shion,  is  no  beauty  at  all.  Shewasavery 
£ne  woman,  with  aU  the  freshness  of  youth  and  health,  but  verges 
Cut  to  a  coarseness*  A  more  perfect  model  than  any  of  them,  but 
in  miniature,  Lady  Jersey,'  is  going  to  Paris,  and  will  be  very  angry 
if  they  do  not  admire  her  as  mtich  as  she  intends  they  should.  Gooa 
Bightl  You  perceive  by  my  babble  that  I  have  Nothing  to  say, 
and  fiU  my  paper  with  any  tarifla. 


224a    TO  THE  BEY.  WILLIAM  MAfiOK. 

fl>»wg6efiy  Bin,  May  81, 1788. 

TfiOtJGtt  your  letter  is  dated  on  the  l9th,  I  did  not  receive  it  till 
yesterday.  Mr.  Alderson  left  it  ^t  my  door  just  as  I  was  getting 
into  my  chaise  to  come  hither,  and  did  not  send  up  word  he  wajs 
fliere,  or  I  should  certainly  have  desired  to  see  him.  However,  I 
wrote  a  Une  immediately  to  General  Conway,  desiring  he  would  look 
over  his  memoranda  for  a  recommendation  of  Lady  Holdemesse,  (for 
you  did  not  even  teU  me  the  young  gentleman's  name,)  and  send  me 
word  whether  anything  was  likely  to  be  done  for  him  soon.  I  expect 
to  hear  to-morrow  before  this  goes  away. 

I  teU  you  honesily  that  this  was  all  I  could  do.  When  Mr.  donway 
Was  made  Conlmander-in-Chief,  I  earnestly  recommended  to  him  to 
be  strict  in  doing  justice,  as  t  think  nothing  so  cruel  as  to  have  boys 
by  favour  put  over  old  officers;  and  not  above  two  months  ago 
encouraged  him  to  resist  such  a  partiality  for  one  of  his  own 
nephews,  telling  him  that  such  a  refusal  would  serve  him  to  plead  tc 
others.  As  I  knew  too  that  from  my  friendship  with  him  I  should 
fi^uently  be  solicited  to  apply  to  hnn,  I  desired  that  whenever  I 
should,  he  would  not  comply  with  my  request  if  it  was  not  a  perfectly 
just  and  reasonable  one,  and  I  promised  that  I  would  approve  instead 

>  Lftdj  Oeorgiatey  eldest  daughter  of  John,  fint  Earl  Spencer,  bom  in  1757,  and 
manifld,  in  1774,  to  William,  fonrth  Duke  of  Devonfhira— Walpoul 

*  Franeei,  aole  daughter  and  heir  of  Br.  Philip  Twysden^  Bishop  of  Raphoe,  younger 
•on  of  Sir  William  Twysden,  of  Roydon  Hall,  in  Kent,  Baronet ;  and  wife  of  George 
BoMj,  fourth  Barl  of  Jen^.-^WALPOLi. 
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of  taking  his  refbsal  ilL  Iwent  fiffther;  for  one  of  myown  nepbevi 
asked  me  to  get  him  made  one  of  Mr.  Conway's  Aid-de-Oamps :  I 
positively  refused.  I  said  Mr.  Oonway  had  been  forty  yeais  in  ike 
army,  had  commanded  different  regiments^  and  must  know  mento- 
rious  officers  whom  he  ought  to  prefer,  and  whom  it  would  hurt  if  he 
took  my  recommendation ;  or  that  he  would  be  hurt  hfmsftlf  if  he 
did  not  oblige  me.  I  am  sore  you  will  approve  my  oondact,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  apologise  for  doing  no  more  than  asking  your 
question,  excqpt  saying  tiiat  (he  young  man  was  desiious  of  real 
service.  Indeed  at  present,  when  so  many  regiments  are  to  be 
broken,  I  oondnde  Mr.  Oonway  must  be  overwhelmed  with  ecdicita^ 
tions,  even  for  the  real  service,  as  many  officers  will  be^  must  be 
content  to  be  saved  without  greater  indulgencOi 

I  am  shocked  at  what  yon  tell  me  of  the  son-Hi-faip  [Lord 
Gaermarthen],  and  pity  the  Countess  [of  Hddemeese]  much,  yet  I 
am  not  surprised :  there  is  no  discouragement  to  infamous  proceedings. 
Mr.  Falkener  has  just  abandoned  a  daughter  of  Lord  Aahbumham, 
with  worse  circumstances  if  possible  than  Lord  Egremont  did  my 
niece.    You  will  not  wonder  when  you  reflect  who  was  his  patron. 

You  say  I  am  very  severe :  why  I  am  very  angry.  What  the 
deuce  is  tiie  fulness  or  emptiness  of  the  town  to  you  I  Am  I  never 
to  see  you  but  after  a  plague  P  Will  you  never  come  to  London  bat 
when  you  have  not  an  acquaintance  in  it  P  Beauties  or  Ministers 
may  affect  to  dread  being  crowded  to  death,  but  nobody  haunts  us 
who  have  no  power,  no  credit  I  care  for  as  few  as  you,  and  yet 
I  can  go  tamely  about  and  nobody  molests  me ;  if  you  will  not  come 
till  you  can  give  the  law,  why  I  shall  be  in  my  grave.  You  had 
better  laugh  as  I  do,  at  my  own  departed  visions.  I  will  not  give 
up  my  friends  and  the  world  (as  fieur  as  I  choose  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  it)  because  it  does  not  please  to  be  amended  accordingly  to 
the  plan  I  had  drawnfor  it.  Well,  but  you  say  you  will  come ;  so  I 
will  scold  no  more,  though  I  cannot  bear  your  flinging  away  your 
talents  on  a  province  or  country  town ;  you  was  bom  to  fill  tiie 
mouth  of  Fame  and  not  to  be  proclaimed  by  a  penny  trumpet  at  a 
village  fair. 

Most  of  the  French  invasion  are  returned.  I  have  not  seen  one 
of  them,  cock  or  hen.  I  was  so  scandalously  treated  about  my  dear 
old  friend's  papers,  that,  except  her  memoiy  and  Tonton,  I  will  never 
have  anything  to  do  more  with  or  love  anything  that  comes  from 
France.  I  like  Mr.  Meynell's  expression ;  he  is  so  tired  of  these 
visitors  that  he  says  he  wishes  we  were  safe  ai^watr  a^am. 
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Your  story  on  Brown's  deafh  is  wor&  a  million^  yet  I  can  matoh 
it  from  the  same  mouM  [Gteorge  in.]»  though  I  cannot  write  it 
without  committing  some  names  that  I  mnst  not  mention.  If  I  ever 
do  see  yon,  you  shall  hear  it,  that  is,  if  I  don't  forget  it;  but  we 
meet  so  seldom,  that  half  the  anecdotes  I  had  for  yon  will  be 
mouldy.  There  i9  no  sense  in  lining  but  in  a  great  capital;  one 
can  choose  one's  way  of  life,  and  what  sort  of  company  one  pleases. 
There  is  more  yariety  of  sense,  and  fewer  prejudices :  I  am  sure 
from  my  own  practice  one  can  Uto  as  retiredly  as  one  diooses,  and 
do  moxe  what  one  will  than  in  any  other  place,  without  any  ennuL 
Pray  what  19  one  to  do  in  the  country,  if  so  unfortunate  as  to  grow 
tired  of  one's  first  &yourite,  one's  self  P  What  I  haye  recourse  to 
one's  neighboursP  oh  I  they  are  charming  company  I  They  tell 
you  some  antiquaiedUe  out  of  the  newspapers,  that  in  London  did 
not  gain  credit  in  the  steward's  parlour  eren  on  its  birthday.  No, 
I  have  no  patience  with  your  liying  amongst  Country  Squires, 
instead  of  liying  amongst  men. 

Bvmday,  June  1. 

I  haye  got  a  note  from  Mr.  Oonway.  He  says  he  finds  on  his 
list  a  Mr.  Alderson  recommended  by  Lady  Holdemesse ;  but  that 
ahe  applied  before  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  when  he  thought  it 
would  rain  ensigndes ;  that  he  is  now  left  with  aboye  an  hundred 
engagements,  and  that  the  new  plan  of  seconding  two  companieB 
(I  don't  understand  military  Hebrew)  with  their  officen  on  att  the 
corps  will  increase  his  difficulty  of  performing  them.  This  does  not 
look  as  if  your  friend  would  be  seryed  soon.  Howeyer,  as  he  bids 
me  tell  him  if  Mr.  Aldersonis  the  person,  as  I  shall  tell  him  it  19 
within  a  letter,  I  do  not  deqpair.  I  write  a  Une  to  Mr.  Alderson  to 
desire  he  will  call  on  me  in  town  on  Friday ;  and  this  I  send  to 
London,  by  a  gentleman  who  dines  with  me,  to  Lord  Haroourt,  who 
will  deliyer  it  to  you  on  the  birthday  [4th  June], 

When  yoa  are  lioging  the  day  and  dnging  the  long, 
Andiinfl^  the  daj  all  ni^t  long:^ 

P.S.  I  haye  writ  to  Mr.  C5onway  again.  The  Prince  of  Wales 
and  the  Due  de  Chartres  sup  with  him  to*nighi  I  excused  myself 
and  as  it  is  a  glorious  daylhaye  told  him  how  glad  I  am  to  be  here 

>  Furadj  on  OoU^  Gibber,  or  lather  an  imitation  of  Fielding's  Faiodj  on  CShber 
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rather  than  in  Warwick  SIsreet  I  aiicl  that  aa  mtieh  aim  as  wonU 
gild  a  daisy,  is  prefisrabld  in  my  eyes  to  all  tba  Dan-de-Iicms  sod 
CoBur-de-LionSy  that  ever  sopped  sinoe  Charlemagne, 


S24f.    TO  THB  BBT.  WILUAM  MASOIT. 

Stnwbenry  JfftO,  Jwme  9, 1781 

I  HATB  semi  Mr.  Alderson,  and  told  him  what  Cheneral  Conway 
saysy  to  whom  Ihaye  spoken  again,  amd  wlio  will  serve  his  friend  idiea 
he  can,  though  it  will  not  be  soon,  from  flie  oiroomstaaoea  I  mea* 
tioned,  and  of  which  Mr.  Aldereon  allows  the  hrto. 

There  are  two  new  pieces  published  about  Gbay's  Poems ;  one  is 
called  'Criticiflms  on  the  Elegy,'  and  pretends  to  be  written  by 
Johnson.'  I  was  told  it  would  diyert  me,  ihat  it  seems  to 
criticise  Gray,  but  really  kmghs  at  Johnson.  I  sent  for  it  and 
/ddmmed  it  over,  but  am  not  at  all  dear  what  it  means — no  recom- 
mendation of  any  thing.  I  rather  flunk  flis  author  wishes  to  bs 
taken  by  Gray's  admirers  for  a  ridiculer  of  Johnson,  and  by  the 
latter^s  for  a  censurer  of  Gray. 

The  other  piece  is  a  professed  defbnce  of  Gray  against  Johnson, 
by  Potter,  the  translator  of  *-^8chylus/*  It  is  sensibly  written,  is 
ciyil  to  Johnson  and  yet  severe ;  bttt,  though  this  is  the  declared  inten- 
tion, I  have  heard  that  the  true  object  was  to  reyenge  the  attack  on 
Lord  Lyttelton  at  the  instigation  of  Mrs.  Montagu,  who  has  her  full 
share  of  incetise,  and  who,  with  insipid  Bishop  Hurd,  is  pronounced 
the  two  best  critics  of  this  or  any  age  I  Were  I  Johnson,  I  had 
Irather  be  criticised  than  flattered  so  fulsomely.  There  is  nothing 
jnore  foolish  than  the  hyperboles  of  contemporaries  on  one  another, 
%ho,  like  the  nominal  Dukes  of  Aquitaine  and  Normandy  at  a 
Pronation,  haye  place  giyen  to  them  above  all  peers,  and  the  next 
day  dirink  to  simple  knights. 

I  have  been  reading  some  more  of  those  pinchbeck  encomiums 
in  Beattie's  new  volume.*    He  talks  of  the  great  Lord  Lyttelton, 

*  '  A  Critidsm  on  the  Blegy  in  »  Ooontry  Church-yard,  being  a  oontinnaiion  of 
Dr*  Johneon's  Ciiticiim  oa  the  Poem  of  Ony.*  Thie  wis  written  by  Dr.  Youngs 
tVofeasor  of  Greek  at  Glasgow.  In  a  letter  of  Dr.  Johnson  to  Mrs.  Hoad,  he  mentions 
this  book,  ToL  IL  p.  2S9. — Hnvoin. 

'  '  An  Inqniiy  into  some  Paaages  in  Dr.  Johnson's  lives  of  the  Poet%  particnlariy 
his  Obsenrations  on  Lyric  Poetry  and  the  Odes  of  Gray,  by  K  Potter.'  4to.  178S. 
— MiTvomn. 

"  '  Dissertatiflai,  Moial  and  GriUeal,  by  Jiniis  BuM$,  LUD.'     1789,  4«o.— 

OvaVUfOHAM. 
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and  of  fhe  sublime  and  €Bpo%toUc  simplioity  of  my  Lords  Hurd 
and  Portens.  Bhonld  not  yon  like  to  hear  Si  Peter  toast 
Madame  Hagerdome  with  ihe  former,  and  Si  Paul  in  a  fsust 
sermon  ont-flattering  Bishqp  Batlar  with  the  latter  P  I  have 
waded  through  many  a  silly  book  in  my  day,  as  my  eyes  know  to 
their  sorrow,  but,  poor  souls,  they  never  had  a  more  cruel  penance 
imposeii  on  them  than  this  quarto  of  Beattie,  though  they  did  read 
the  whole  reign  of  'Henry  11.,'  all  Cumbeiiand's  woxks  in  metre 
and  out  of  metres  all  the  Archeologias^  and  many  other  reyerend 
bodies  of  antiquity  and  heraldry.  Seattle's,  indeed,  is  the  reyerse  of 
those  amile  tames,  for  it  is  m  usum  of  the  cradle  and  nursery,  I  have 
got  through  one  hundred  and  nine  pages,  but,  dearly  as  I  love 
quartos,  I  doubt  I  shall  never  compass  ^e  other  flye  hundred  and 
fifty  pages,  though  in  equity  I  would  iein  try  whethv  I  cannot  find 
<me  page  that  is  not  the  poorest  conunon-plac0  that  was  ever 
repenned.  He  calls  his  work  *  Dissertations,  moral  and  criiicaL'  I 
have  corrected  the  last  word  in  my  copy  into  Triiical. 

You  will  find  more  merit  in  Mr.  Crabbe's  poem  of '  The  Village,' 
at  least  in  the  first  canto.  The  second  is  a  tribute,  and  much  too 
long,  to  the  Duke  of  Rutland's  passionate  fondness  for  his  brother, 
andnothingto  the  purpose  of  the  first  pari  The  brave  young  man' 
deserved  an  immortal  epitaph ;  but  this  is  a  ftmeral  sermon.  How- 
ever, Mr.  Orabbe  is  a  more  agreeable  poet  than  your  heroic  friend 
Mr.  Hayley,  and  writes  lines  that  one  can  remember. 

My  treillage  of  Eoses  begs  its  duty  to  the  flower-garden  at 
Kuneham,  and  my  towers  long  to  be  gossips  at  the  christening  of 
the  tower  that  is  to  be  there.  My  Printing-House  has  its  longings 
too,  and  if  you  have  a  mind  to  make  it  completely  happy,  you  will 
contribute  something  to  the  nosegay,  of  which  I  have  yet  got  nothing 
but  Mr.  Whitehead's  chamung  sprig.  Remember,  I  have  never 
printed  anjrthing  of  yours  yet,  and  my  press  cannot  die  in  peace  till 
it  does. 

^  OtpftAin  Bobert  Mannen,  <m«  of  the  three  oipiftmi  tilled  in  Bodncri  great 
TieCoiy. — CuaazMu  4M. 
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2200.    TO  SIB  HOBAGB  MANIT. 

Strawberry  Sm,  Jmm  11, 1781 


Ton  nerer  gave  me  a  oonmusBioii  before,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  w» 
mLwilling  eyen  to  try  to  execute ;  but  you  will  see  in  a  moment  ftit 
I  am  the  most  improper  person  in  fiie  world  to  attempt  wbat  is 
required.  I  say  nothing  of  my  gratitude  to  you  for  all  the  troobb 
you  have  taken  for  me  on  a  thousand  oocmsionSi  which  ought  to 
make  me  decline  no  task  to  oblige  you.  In  the  present  case,! 
should  haye  a  stronger  incitement — seal  for  the  cause  of  inoculatiaii, 
which  I  hope  will  not  sofiEer  by  the  absurdity  of  a  'Leyden  Qaxetie,* 
though  feJling  in  with  the  prejudices  of  Italy  and  Gtermany/ 
Absurdity  catdies  and  spreads  Iflce  the  rapid  mischief  of  fire.  Li 
general,  I  can  assure  you  that  the  death  of  Prince  Ootayius  has 
neither  been  imputed  to  inoculation,  nor  checked  the  practice.  Ha 
was  recoyered  of  the  small-pox,  and  died  of  a  sudden  illness ;  sad 
the  two  other  children  are  quite  recoyered,  though  they  had  been 
unhealthy  before ;  and  some  of  them  were  bathed  in  the  sea  ht 
two  years  together,  along  with  Prince  Alfred,  who  died  last  year, 
and  was  not  inocolated. 

This  is  all  the  satisfiEU^on  I  can  giye  you.  To  make  inquiry  of 
the  King's  physicians  would  intnehe  highly  blameable.  CSonsider, 
in  the  first  place,  how  I  am  connected ;  and,  in  the  next,  should  the 
physicians  tell  me,  which  it  is  not  probable  they  would,  (and  if  they  did 
not,  what  could  I  say  P)  that  the  child  died  of  any  other  oomplaini, 
would  it  be  decent  for  me  to  repeat  it  P  would  it  not  be  trumpeted 
about  till  it  would  reach  both  London  and  Anspach  P  and,  the  more 
credit  giyen  to  my  report,  the  more  I  should  be  quoted.  I  choose^ 
therefore,  to  remain  in  perfect  ignorance  of  what  the  child  died,  only 
conyinced  that  it  was  not  killed  by  inoculation.  You  may  tell  the 
Great-Duke  what  is  most  true,  that  I  am  in  the  country,  and  not  i 
portie  to  see  the  royal  physicians :  persuade  him  to  wait,  and  he  will 

'  The  Qreat-Dnke  of  Toseuij  was  going  to  inoculate  hii  diildien,  when  he  »w 
in  a  Leyden  Gaiette,  that  Pxinee  OctaTina  had  heen  killed  by  inoealation»  and 
immediately  dedred  Sir  Horace  Mann  to  inquire  of  Kr.  Walpole  (with  whom  he 
knew  Sir  Horace  coneeponded)  whether  it  was  tine.  Mr.  Walpole  knew,  on  hia  aidi^ 
that  the  Great-Duke  opened  letten,  and  therefore  did  not  diooee  to  apeak  oak— 
Waltoli. 
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hear  that  mocolatioii  has  not  lost  a  grain  of  character ;  and  do  not 
let  him  deprive  his  children  ol  saoh  a  blessingy  becanse  the  'Leyden 
Guzette '  is  a  fool  and  liar.  Were  (he  iad  trath,  is  one  child  lost 
an  argument  against  millions  preserved  P  if  the  child  was  unhealthy 
before^  would  it  be  a  reason  for  not  inoculating  children  thai  are 
weUP 

I  am  very  sorry  that  your  nephew  has  any  embarrassment  in  his 
&mily .  Parents  are  much  to  be  pitied  I  how  difficult  for  fondness 
and  prudence  to  be  both  satisfied,  and  to  conduct  their  charges 
safely  into  port  I  At  present,  the  iucumbrance  seems  double.  Sons 
can  scarce  avoid  the  contagion  of  gaming;  daughters  make  unworthy 
choices — £ar  how  can  they  make  good  I  If  they  marry  titles  and 
wealth,  may  they  not  be  sent  back  to  their  parents  iu  two  or  three 
years  to  be  maintained— or  even  before  they  are  married  ?  Such 
rascals  are  some  of  our  young  fellows  I  Just  such  an  inrtanoe  has 
happened  in  Lord ^'s  feunily. 

P.S.  Sbce  I  wrote  my  letter,  I  have  seen  a  person  who  tells  me 
the  young  Prince  was  at  the  sixth  day  of  the  smaU-pox  in  the  most 
fistvourable  manner,  was  seized  with  convulsions,  and  died — it  is 
supposed,  from  a  pock  on  the  brain ;  which  has  sometimes  happened, 
and  may  just  as  well  haj^en  in  the  natural  way.  This  is  a  han 
ifonwref  nor  do  I  know  a  word  of  news. 


8851.    TO  THB  COUNTBSS  Of  OSSOBT. 

BeHbdeif  S^twwe,  Jime  80, 178S. 

I  DID  suspect.  Madam,  from  the  sari  of  commendations  that  I 
heard  bestowed,  and  from  the  sort  of  persons  who  bestowed  them, 
that  I  should  not  be  mu(^  edified  by  the  mpravements  of  Hatfield. 
The  Earl  and  Countess  did  me  the  honour  of  inviting  me  to  see 
them  two  years  ago ;  but  as  I  neither  love  to  flatter  nor  disoblige, 
I  have  not  been — and  ttoo  years  have  certainly  not  made  me  more 
of  a  going  disposition.  Brocket  Hall  I  never  did  see,  and  nothing 
has  made  me  more  going  thither.  When  I  play  for  green  gowns 
with  fair  nymphs,  they  are  not  of  the  coterie  of  the  nymphs  and 
swains  that  I  should  meet  there,  U  s^en  faut  beaucoup.  Lord 
Chewton  won  the  prize,  and  consequently  there  would  be  no  gal* 
lantry  in  the  case. 


HOIUOl  WALKHA9  UBPOSUk  pm 

I  oame  to  town  yetterday,  ezpedang^  like  GSbber»  io  m$d  A 
JRevobdiam,'  but  I  am  told  that  all  is  teadjasted.  I  am  glad  of  it; 
I  wiah  tiie  piesent  Administratioii  to  lart^  whkli  is  not  oflon  the 
colour  ol  my  inclination  towards  Ministries. 

The  month  of  June  has  been  as  abomiBabla  aa  any  one  of  its 
anoestors  in  all  the  pedigree  of  the  Junes.  I  was  literally  hslfr 
drowned  on  Sunday  nig^  It  raited  thvoog^  two  atonesy  wd  inio 
the  Qieen  Glosrt  at  Strawbeny,  and  my  bed-<^ainber  was  wet  to 
its  smocL  The  gottens  Were  stopped^  Qt  conld  not  aacty  off  fti 
deluge  fast  enon^  Margaret  prayed  to  St  Saiiibow^  hot  as  hi 
neyer  appears  till  it  is  too  late»  we  ware  fbroed  to  have  reoooni 
to  mortal  helpi  and  litter  bU  the  floors  with  hay  to  soak  ap  fti 
inandati<ML 

I  had  a  worse  woe  the  next  ni^i  The  house  of  Be  Ghiines  had 
notified  to  Lady  Aylesbury  their  intention  of  yisiting  Strawbeny, 
and  she  had  proposed  to  bring  them  to  break&st  At  first  I  lafisedi 
but  reflecting  that  they  might  invade  me  unawares,  like  the  Due  de 
Ghartres,  I  had  agreed  that  she  should  bring  them  yesterday ;  bat, 
lo  I  on  Monday  morning  Lady  Pembroke  wrote  to  nie  that  ahs 
would  bring  fliem  to  drink  tea  that  evening.  I  told  her  my 
arrangement,  but  left  it  to  her  optioti  to  do  as  she  pleased.  From 
dinner-time  I  sat  at  the  window  watching  for  them,  and  itidag 
every  old  woman  with  a  basket  on  her  head  for  a  coaoh*and-six.  B 
rained  all  the  time,  as  it  had  done  the  preceding  evening.  At  last, 
at  half  an  hour  after  seven,  as  I  had  left  it  to  their  option,  and  the 
nightwas  so  bad  and  dark,  I  concluded  they  had  given  it  up,  and 
called  for  my  tea — ^but,  alas !  at  a  quarter  before  eight  the  bell  rang 
at  the  gater-and,  behold,  a  procession  of  the  Duke,  his  two  daughters, 
the  French  Ambassador,  (on  whom  I  had  meant  to  sink  myself,) 
Lady  Pembroke,  Lord  Herbert,  and  Lord  Robert  The  first  word 
M.  de  Ghiines  said  was  to  beg  I  would  show  them  all  I  could — 
imagine.  Madam,  what  I  could  show  them  when  it  was  pitch  dark ! 

Of  all  houses  upon  earth,  mine,  from  the  painted  glass  and 
over- hanging  trees,  wants  the  sun  the  most,  besides  the  Star 
Chamber  and  passage  being  obscured  on  purpose  to  raise  the 
Gallery.  They  ran  their  foreheads  against  Henry  YII.,  and  took 
the  grated  door  of  the  Tribune  for  the  dungeon  of  the  castle.  I 
mustered  all  the  candlesticks  in  the  house,  but  before  they  could  be 

'  Walpole  was  fond  of  this  inastnUon,  which  he  fomd  in  CclXlej  GIUmi'b 
'  Apdogy.'    Bee  it  need  before  in  toL  ilL  p.  828.— Cuvvivobam. 
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up;  the  yrang  ladififl^  who,  by  iiie  way,  are  extremely  naiaral» 
agreeable,  and  dvil,  were  8«eed  with  a  panic  of  highwayapieD,  sn^ 
wanted  to  go.  I  laughed  and  said^  I  beUeved  there  was  no  dangeTt 
for  that  I  had  not  been  robbed  these  two  years.  Howeveri  I  w^ 
not  qaiie  in  the  rig^t ;  they  w^pe  fitpi^ped  in  Knightsbridge  by  tva 
footpads,  bnt  Lady  Pembroke  having  lent  them  a  senrant  besidfia 
their  own  unique,  they  escaped— ^end  so  much  f<^  the  French  an4 
the  )*aiii:  I  wfah  the  latto  wei^  aa  ivear  gmng  as  the  forma: ! 
To-marrofw  I  dine  a(t  GKumersb^t  and  thea  X  hope  my  troubles 
will  be  orer  for  the  qummer. 

I  sailed  OB  Lady  Frmees  Douglas^  but  oould  not  deliver  your 
Lodyship'fr  eommaods,  for  die  Weaju$t  going  to  town  tabe  presented^ 
and  did  not  let  me  ii|» 


Stroiipberri^  ffiU^,  June  U^  ITSS. 

Th0O6h  your  Lordship's  partiaUiy  extenda  e¥eA  to  my  letters,  yoi| 
must  pesQ^Te  that  they  grow  aaaiitiipiatedL  as  the  M^t^.  Kew^^ai^e 
the  soul  of  letters :  when  we  give  them  a  body  of  our  own  ipLTeotioa; 
it  is  as  xmlike  to  lifo  as  a  statue.  I  have  wittidrawn  ao  mueh  &om 
Hbe.  wcrld,  that  the  newspapers  know  everything  before  taote,  especially 
since  they  have  usurped  the  province  of  telling  everything^  priv^ 
as  well  aa  pubUe ;  and  conaequesitly  a  great  deal  more  than  I  should 
wish  to  know,  or  like  to  report.  When  I  do  hear  the  transactiona 
of  mudi  younger  people,  they  ia  not  pass  from  my  ears  into  my 
aaemory ;  nor  does  your  Lordship  interest  yourself  more  about  them 
fken,  I  dou  Yet  still,  when  one  reduces  one's  department  to  such 
Banow  limits,  cue's  correspondence  suffers  by  ii  However,  as 
I  desire  to  show  only  my  gratitude  and  attachment,  not  my  wit» 
I  shall  certainly  obqr  your  Lordship  as  long  as  you  are  content  to 
read  my  letters,  after  I  haye  told  you  foirly  how  little  they  can 
entertam  you. 

For  imports  of  French,  I  believe  we  shall  have  few  more.  They 
have  not  ruined  us  so  totally  by  the  war,  much  less  enriched  them- 
selves so  much  by  it^  but  that  ttiey  who  have  been  here,  complained 
so  piteoualy  of  the  expensivenesa  of  England,  that  probably  they  will 
deter  others  from  a  similar  jaunt ;  nor,  such  is  their  fickleness,  are 
the  French  constant  to  anything  but  admiration  of  themselves. 
Their  Anglomanie,  I  hear,  has  mounted,  or  descended^  from  our 
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oofltoms  to  our  persons.  English  people  are  in  feshion  at  YeTsailkBi 
A  Mr.  Ellis/  who  wrote  some  pretty  verses  at  Bath  two  or  three 
years  ago,  is  a  favourite  there.  One  who  was  so,  or  may  be  still,  &e 
Beau  Dillan,  came  upon  a  yeiy  different  errand;  in  abort,  to 
pnrbhase  at  any  price  a  book  written  by  Lingaet,  which  was  just 
ooming  oat,  called  '  Antoinette.'  That  will  tell  your  Lordship  why 
{he  JBeau  Dillon '  was  the  messenger. 

Monsieur  de  Guignes  and  his  daughten  came  hither ;  but  it  wis 
at  eight  o'clock  at  night  in  the  height  of  the  deluge.  You  may  be 
sure  I  was  much  flattered  by  such  a  visit !  I  was  fbroed  to  U^t 
candles  to  show  them  anything ;  and  must  have  lighted  the  moon  to 
show  them  the  views.  If  this  is  their  way  of  seeing  "Rngland,  thflj 
might  as  well  look'  at  it  with  an  opera-glass  firom  the  shove  of 
CaLus. 

Mr.  Mason  is  to  come  to  me  on  Sunday,  and  will  find  me  mighty 
busy  in  making  my  look  of  hay,  which  is  not  yet  cat  I  don't  knoiw 
why,  but  people  are  always  mcnre  anxious  about  their  hay  fluin  tiheir 
com,  or  twenty  other  tlungs  that  cost  them  more.  I  suppose  my 
Lord  Ohesterfield,  or  some  such  dictator,  made  it  fiwhionable  to 
care  about  one's  hay.  Nobody  betrays  solicitude  about  getting  in 
his  rents. 

We  have  exchanged  spring  and  summer  for  autumn  and  winter, 
as  well  as  day  for  night.  If  religion  or  law  enjoined  people  to  love 
light,  and  prospects,  and  verdure,  I  should  not  wonder  if  perversenen 
made  us  hate  them ;  no,  nor  if  society  made  us  prefer  living  ahrays 
in  town  to  solitude  and  beauty.  But  that  is  not  the  oaae.  The 
most  fashionable  hurry  into  the  country  at  Christmas  and  Easter,  kt 
the  weather  be  ever  so  bad ;  and  the  finest  ladies,  who  will  go  no 
whither  till  eleven  at  night,  certainly  pass  more  tiresome  hours  in 
London  alone  than  they  would  in  the  country.  But  all  this  is  no 
business  of  mine :  they  do  what  they  like,  and  so  do  I ;  and  I  am 
exceedingly  tolerant  about  people  who  are  perfectly  indifferent  to 

'  Geoige  Ems,  Esq.,  the  friend  of  Canning  and  Sir  Walter  Seott — CmnmeHAM. 

'  Colonel  Edward  Dilkm.  "  I  was  particularly  aocpiainted  with  him,"  aaja  Wraiall, 
in  hi?  poethumoiu  Memoirs ;  "  he  descended,  I  belierefCollateraUy  from  the  noble  Iriih 
fiunilj  of  the  Earls  of  Roscommon,  though  his  father  carried  on  the  trade  of  a  wine- 
merchant  at  Bordeaoz ;  hot  he  was  eommonlj  ealled  '  Le  Comte  Bdonard  Dillon,' 
and  '  Le  Bean  Dillon.'  In  my  estimation  he  possessed  little  pretension  to  the  Utter 
epithet ;  bat  he  surpassed  most  men  in  statnre,  like  Lord  Whitworth,  Lord  Hegh 
Seymour,  and  the  other  indiWdnals  on  whom  Marie  Antoinette  cast  a  fisTovraUe  eye. 
That  she  showed  him  some  impradent  marks  of  predilection  at  a  ball,  which,  when 
they  took  place,  excited  comment^  is  true ;  bat  they  prore  only  indiscretion  and 
loTitj  on  her  part"— WaieHV 
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me.  The  son  and  the  seasons  were  not  gone  oat  of  fashion  whev 
I  was  young)  and  I  may  do  what  I  will  with  them  now  I  am  old : 
for  fashion  is  fortunately  no  law  but  to  its  devotees.  Were  1  fiye- 
and-twenty,  I  dare  to  say  I  should  think  eyery  whim  of  my 
contemporaries  yery  wise,  as  I  did  then.  In  one  light  I  am  always 
on  the  side  of  the  young,  for  they  only  silently  despise  those  who  do 
not  conform  to  their  ordonnances ;  but  age  is  yery  apt  to  be  angry 
at  the  change  of  customs,  and  partial  to  others  no  better  founded. 
It  is  happy  when  we  are  occupied  by  nothing  more  serious.  It  ia 
happy  for  a  nation  when  mere  fashions  are  a  topic  that  can  emploj 
its  attention ;  £or,  though  dissipation  may  lead  to  graver  moments,  it 
commences  witii  ease  and  truiquilliiy :  and  they  at  least  who  live 
before  the  scene  shifts  are  fortunate,  considering  and  comparing 
thansdves  with  the  various  regions  who  enjoy  no  parallel  felicity. 
I  confess  my  reflections  are  cauleur  de  rose  at  present  I  did  not 
much  expect  to  live  to  see  peace,  without  far  more  extensive  ruin 
than  has  fidlen  on  us.  I  will  not  probe  futurity  in  search  of  less 
agreeable  conjectures.  Prognosticators  may  see  many  seeds  of 
dusky  hue;  but  I  am  too  old  to  look  forwards.  Without  any  omens, 
common  sense  teUs  one,  that  in  the  revolution  of  ages  nations  must 
have  unprosperous  periods.  But  why  should  I  torment  myself  for 
what  may  happen  in  twenty  years  after  my  death,  more  than  for 
what  may  happen  in  two  himdred  P  Nor  shedl  I  be  more  interested 
in  file  one  than  in  the  other.  This  is  no  indifference  for  my  country: 
I  wish  it  could  always  be  happy ;  but  so  I  do  to  all  other  countries. 
Tet  who  could  ever  pass  a  kanquil  moment,  if  such  future  specu- 
lations vexed  him  P 

Adieu,  my  good  Lord  I  I  doubt  this  letter  has  more  marks  of 
senility  than  the  one  I  announced  at  the  beginning.  When  I  had 
no  news  to  send  you,  it  was  no  reason  for  tiring  you  with  common- 
places. But  your  Lordship's  indulgence  spoils  me.  Does  not  it 
look  as  if  I  thought,  tbat»  because  you  commend  my  letters,  jou 
would  like  whatever  I  say  P  Will  not  Lady  Strafford  think  that  I 
abuse  your  patience  P  I  ask  both  your  pardonsi  and  am  to  both  a 
most  devoted  hiunble  servant 
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»58.>    TO  MS.  mOHMOSB.* 

I  AM  muoh  obliged  to  you,  %*,  fer  fhe  &?otir  of  your  drawing; 
an  honour  I  could  not  expect  from  a  genflonan  with  wlioni  I  Iistv 
not  the  pleasore  of  bring  acquainted ;  whidi  last  dieumstanoe  I 
hope  will  be  my  ezcoae  if  I  do  not  diieet  this  letter  properly 

Ton  have  expressed  wdl,  Shr,  what  I  meant  except  oneparticiihr, 
in  which  perhaps  I  hove  not  delivered  myself  dearly.  I  intended 
to  describe  the  igure  as  detaching  itsdf  not  only  from  &e  frame 
but  from  fhe  ground,  for,  as  I  have  said,  flie  figtm  retired  into  flie 
chamber  at  ihe  end  of  the  gallery:  it  would  be  more  awkwaid  to 
suppose  the  whole  picture  walking,  and  not  &e  mere  Sguare  itself 
You  will,  I  flatter  myself.  Sir,  forgive  this  observation,  and  be 
aflsored  I  am  with  geedt  respoti,  Ac, 


£264.    TO  BOL  HaSAOB  UMX¥. 

Strawberry  BiU,  Jtdf/  8, 178S. 

Two  days  ago,  who  sboold  walk  into  my  roei^  bat  Sir  Qones 
|Iann» — not  the  &i  Horace  indeed  that  I  eoidd  hi^vB  nayoofc  wishei 
to  see,  and  whom  I  have  not  seen  in  two^-aad-forty  years;  aod 
whom,  alas  I — ^yet  one  I  was  very  glad  to  see  I  I  turned  him  round 
to  look  for  his  wings ;  foat  he  certainly  lies!  I  He  tells  ma  ftharm^ng 
nuraeles  of  your  health  and  youth.  I  hope  the  Goddess  of  cor^ 
respondenee  is  prou^  of  US|  and  intends  we  shall  write  to  one  another 
as  long  as  Abraham  and  ICethusal^m  would  have  done^  if  they  had 
learnt  to  wrii^^ 

Tour  nephew  had,  not  uxipaekedb  his  psrtmanteaa ;  8o»  I  have  not 
l^eeei^ed  Qavalier  M)o«d's  or  xoy  owb  letteis,  but  shall  have  them 
before  this  departs. 

News  I  have  none,  or  should  have  written  to  you  before  now. 
We  have  had  one  or  two  qualms,  which  looked  very  much  as  if  the 
niBW  Ministers  did  not  sit  easy  upon  a  certain  stomach.    They  were 

>  Now  fini  ooUeeked.     Fromthe'GentlemAn'BMi^^adne'fbr  1816,  FtoiL  p.  STS. 
OmniivoHAX. 
'  JoMph  Highmore,  «h«  ptinter. — CimvivaBAM. 


mi.]  10  ab  HoKAot  nun.  ii» 

■Wry  neu  dinhniged  on  tfae  establiahment  of  llis  Brir ;  bnt  all  wu 
oumpromiBed.  The  Parliament  lises  next  week.  If  nottunghappuu 
then,  Urn  aummer  will  probably  oonolude  tnuiqmllj. 

My  name-sekev'  comin,  and  nephew  has  got  a  son.  Aa  it  will  bs 
&e  deecraidant  of  my  father  as  well  as  of  my  imole,  I  hope  it  wiU 
be  the  heir  of  tfae  fiuii3y.  One  ■ympbom  lo<^  as  if  it  would  be. 
Its  father  wrote  to  Ixird  Orfbrd  to  aek  him  to  be  god-fiitttter ;  h» 
not  only  oonaented  gnusoosly,  bat  invited  the  parents  ts  Hoo^ton, 
with  this  frantio  thongh  promking  addition,  "  that  tfiough  he  had 
Bold  his  ooUeotion  of  |H(4ares,  c^  whioh  too  many  were  by  the  same' 
hands,  (bb  if  one  ootdd  hare  too  many  Carlo  Marattis,  Bobens^  and^ 
Vandykes  I)  he  hoped  my  oonain  would  be  satisfied,  as  his  Lordship 
had  gotten  Ivo  excellent  Ciprianis  I "  This  Cipriani  wonld  not  have 
been  worthy  to  paint  the  dog-kcoutel,  when  the  boose  possessed  iti 
original  ooUeotion ;  Cipriani  is  to  Chiido,  as  his  Lordship  is  to  his 
grandfather. 

I  haTB  another  nephew  gtoDg  to  Plorenoe — for  I  have  nepfaawi 
cuongh  to  people  the  Promised  Land.  It  is  Qeoige  GholmondeU{y» 
eon  of  Bobert,  oonseqnently  my  great-nephew ;  for  I  have  lived  to 
count  third  and  fbnrUi  generations.  This  Geoi^  is  a  yoosg  man 
of  sense  and  honoorable  principles,  and  among  Hie  heet  of  my 
nepotism.  He  has  olaimed  my  reoommandatjon  to  you,  and  I  trust 
will  deserve  it  better  than  eomo'  of  my  nephews  have  done :  he  has 
acme  homoax,  and  some  roiee,  and  is  miudoal ;  but  he  has  not  good 
healths  aor  alw^  good  spirits.     , 

BtrUtf  a^r'i^tt,  Mf  10.  i 

I  came  to. (own  yesterday  on  aommons  &om  Looaa,  and  this 
morning  he  ind  Starpe  and  Mr.  I)uane  were  with  me.  Sharpe 
declared  that  bo  had  advised  Cavalier  Mom  to  divide  the  teit 
thoosand  pounds  with  my  Lord,  but  had  received  no  answer.  I  said* 
I  knew  Cavalier  Mozzi's  disposition  to  iigreement ;  but  Air.  Ihutna 
and  I  could  not  act  so  sununftrily.  In  one  word,  I  wish  to  save  aia 
or  seven  thousand  pounds  for  Cavalier  MoKzi,  as  I  see  how  moeh 
pains  Lucfw  lias  used  ti)  get  more,  whcreii.s  little  liiivo  been  employed 
on  t^e  other  side.  Sharpe  said,  too,  that  the  Cavalier  wonld  Iwve 
ooDsented,  if  Lady  Oribrd's  woman  had  not  dissuaded  him.  I  pro- 
posed, and  Mr.  Duane  aeoondod  mo,  that  Sharpe  and  Luoas  should 

■  nonUo,  flldwt  MB  of  the  MMod  Lord  WalpolB,  had  nuuriad  BophU,  Toufot 
dMgfater  of  CliarlM  Churchill,  Bmi.,  bj  Lkdy  Mwria  Walpole,  dioghUr  of  Bir  Bob«rt 
Wdixrf*  br  U*  MMBd  wtb,  ud  hilMiUr  of  Um  wiiUi  «f  th«M  Ml«».— Wumu. 


aM»  wbftt  «Uiiiiu^  uut  to  what  cBKnuit,  eadi  ntafmoaiUy  aDanti 
^  utiur ;  and  theo  it  Toald  be  easier  tbr  on  feferees  to  B^dit  tfa 
difTercDoe.  This  has  brought  matters  to  a  poio^  and  I  hope  ow 
mora  meeting  may  terminate  the  bnsineag. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  again  from  your  nepkev,  but  fff^olmte  it 
has  sent  the  letters  to  Stmwberry,  vhich  ay  soddcBoly  anaiiig  to 
town  may  have  prevented  my  reoeiTing. 

Adiea  1  I  am  writing  after  midnight,  and  panting  for  bieatfa : 
the  weather  is  W(Hide!EMIy  BuHry,  and  groat  nuBohief  has  been  doM 
by  lighioiog  in  the  oonntiea.  Were  I  not  in  town,  I  ahonld  delight 
in  Booh  Floreatiue  nij^its. 


SSH.    TO  THB  COUlTTBaB  Of  OSBOBT. 

«RMib«ry  BO.  Jwlg  l^  im 

I  wAfl  in  town  last  week,  Madam,  tind  joBt  as  I  wns  retnimng  I 
was  told  poor  Mr.  Monioe  was  dead,  and  Miss  Howe  bag  beard  so, 
too;  but  as  I  havfl  not  sem  it  yet  in  the  papers,  I  woold  flatter 
mytdt  it  is  not  tme,  fbr  tbe  only  troths  whic^  tbe  nevapapers  toQ 
are  those  which  will  giro  oonoem  to  anybody.  I  am  aorrj  your 
lAdyship  has  sofibred  so  mnoh  by  the  heat — for  me,  I  am  bdow  aS 
weather,  fbr  noDe  aJEeets  me.  If  it  oonld,  it  woold  daring  the  two 
^ys  I  passed  in  London,  where  I  was  forced  to  meet  Lord  OrSHd*! 
lawyers.  Indeed,  as  mnob  as  I  lore  to  have  Bommer  t&  BomnHr, 
I  am  tired  of  tiiis  weather — 

Ite  diMdad  Mit  li  an  Uw  «tad  AM  UowB.  [POfX-l 

it  panbes  the  leaves,  makea  tiis  tnif  orisp,  daps  the  dcors,  blows  the 
papeiB  abont,  end  keeps  one  in  a  constant  mist  that  gives  no  dew, 
bni  mi^  as  well  be  smob.  The  son  sets  like  a  powt«r  plate  red- 
hot  ;  and  tben  in  a  moment  aiqieaia  the  moon,  at  a  distance,  of  the 
tame  oomplezion,  just  as  tbe  same  orb,  in  a  moving  pictore,  serves 
fi>r  both.  I  wish  modem  philosophers  had  not  diatorbed  all  our 
ideasi  Two  bondred  good  yean  ago  celestial  and  terrestrial  affiiin 
bnng  togetber,  and  if  a  oonntry  was  ont  <rf  order  it  was  comfortable 
to  think  that  the  planets  ordered,  or  sympathised  n-ith  its  ails.  A  sun 
■horn  of  bis  beams,  and  a  moon  that  wly  servea  to  make  dwrkww 
TildUo,  are  mi^ty  bomogenial  to  a  distracted  state ;  and  when 
tbeir  Ministry  is  changed  every  twelve  boors,  witbout  allaying  the 


m«j  TO  ftifB  coimmiEr  of  odsoRV.  ua 

hint  or  mmcfaigflke  woitter,  BViflier  HoKniilied  woxM  ham  nuMei 
flieiNfliole  m  the  cawialtifti  of  the  ragn,  ahd  expeoted  no  hetter  tiU 
he  waB  to  tap  a  new  aceeooion. 

AbI  haTe meditated 80 profoundly  on  the  season^yoa  will  peroeire* 
Madasii  ^i  I  had  nothing  dse  to  talk  of,  and,  conBequentlyy  did 
not  write  tQl  I  had  tome  answer  to  make.  Wiiih  yonr  letter,  I 
leoeived  one  from  Lord  Ghewton,  to  tell  me  the  birth  of  his  daughter, 
ferwhichevent  I  was  aniioiia.  Idonotmeanthat  I  wisheditagirl, 
nor  affisct  the  apathy  of  the  Duke  of  Deronshire,  for  though  Lord 
Chewton  is  no  king  of  the  Peak,  a  boy  oan  shift  better  than  a  poor 
giiL  Howeyer,  dear  Lady  Ghewton  is  perfectly  well,  and  I  am  easy. 

News  I  have  heard  none  this  month,  bnt  the  deaths  of  Lish 
Peeresses,  Lady  Middleton  and  Lady  Gage;  but  as  Hibernian 
Peers  spring  up  like  mnshrooms,  or  are  mushrooms,  I  suppose  there 
will  be  as  great  plenty  of  ermine  in  that  oonntry  as  ever, — ^perhaps 
Boon  of  their  own  growth,  without  a  drawback  firom  our  Custom 
fimisel  Here,  I  am  told,  no  more  is  to  be  issued.  As  the  sun^s 
train  is  much  curtailed,  I  suppose  he  thinks  he  has  stars  enough 
around  him:  but  to  change  the  topic,  I  was  glad  that  the  late 
Chancellor  and  his  virtue  were  dragged  through  the  kenneL 

I  must  shift  (he  subject  once  more,  and  talk  of  another  no  better, 
myoel^  or  finish  my  letter.  I  have  given  one  or  two  dinners  to 
blue-stockings,  and  one  pedigree  dinner  to  my  cousin,  the  Portuguese 
beauty,  and  her  husband  [Robert  Walpole],  and  his  two  nephews, 
Horatio  and  Thomas;  and  I  have  been  again  commanded  to  Gxumers- 
bury,  where  I  found  Prince  William.*  He  had  been  with  the  Princess 
in  ihemaming,  and  returned  of  his  own  accord  to  dinner.  She  pre- 
sented me  to  him,  and  I  attempted,  at  the  risk  of  tumbling  on  my 
nose,  to  kin  his  hand,  but  he  would  not  let  me.  You  may  trust  me» 
Madam,  who  am  not  apt  to  be  intoxicated  wilh  Bojralty,  that  he  is 
charming.  Lively,  dkeerful,  talkative,  manly,  well-bred,  sensible,  and 
exceedingly  proper  in  all  his  replies.  You  may  judge  how  good- 
hnmoured  he  is,  when  I  tell  you  fliat  he  was  in  great  spirits  all 
day,  though  with  us  old  women — perhaps  he  thought  it  preferable  to 
Windsor! 

Another  day  the  Jeminghams  brought  to  see  my  house— whom 
do  you  think  f — only  ai^tids^mftotir^,  a  Lu9igmmf  and  a  Mmtfinri  !  I 
never  felt  myself  so  much  in  the  Gastle  of  Otranto.  It  sounded  as 
if  a  company  of  noble  Grusaders  were  come  to  sojourn  with  me 

>  Aftenrsrdi  King  WlllUm  lY.— CmmnaHiLH. 


aai  mm/dm  walpoutb  unfma  pm 

Vekrt  tiiejr  mbrnkBi  ht  flie  Hcdy  Luad.  SlOl  I  was  a  ivy 
unooiirteoiif  ^A^MMpi.  I  did  not  appear..  In  ahort»  ICr.  Haso^ 
whom  I  had  not  seen  fttr  a  year,  was  at  dinner  with  me^  and  was  ti 
pass  but  that  one  day  with  mb-^-cedani  arma  ^o|^v»— I  prafiamd  Aa 
' Heroio  Bpiatle '  to  a  troop  cf  heroes;  thatia,  the  sa^Kiaed  aufluv 
of  the  one  to  what  I  do  not  suppose  the  othera. 

Yon  bid  me  watdh  my  purse,  Madame  when  I  am  in  good 
oompany.  In  truth*  I  am  not  apt  to  wateh  it:  yet  without  mj 
taking  the  smallest  precaution  to  guard  it»  it  has  esci^ped  through 
two  k(m$m  fbll  of  the  best  oompaay  in  lkigland#  and  in  which  there 
were  biahopBtoo. 

Alas  I  here  is  half  my  letter  about  myself  and  half  of  that  about 
what  I  haYO  not  been  doing.  It  flhows  how  antiquated  I  am,  and 
how  little  I  know.  To  complete  my  personal  journal,  I  send  you  a 
Tile  pun  of  my  own  making.  Miss  Pope  has  been  at  Mrs.  CliTe'i 
this  week,  and  I  had  not  been  aUe  to  call  on  them.  I  wrote  a  Hue 
of  excuse,  but  hoped  very  soon  to  salute  Miss  Pipe's  «fv.  Exouse 
my  radaUtge-Aaak  what  better  can  you  eixpectP 


SIM,    TO  THB  OOUNTISS  OF  0880BT. 

Strcnoberry  RiU,  Wedneadaif  evening,  /«%  St. 

As  your  La^ship  interests  yourself  about  Mr.  Morrioe,  these 
are  to  certify  you  that  he  is  alive ;  and,  I  dare  to  say,  meny. 
Mr.  Townley,  unde  of  the  statuarist,  and  with  whom  I  once  dined,  at 
the  (hoYe,  came  to  see  my  house  yesterday,  and  left  word  that 
Mr.  Morriee  is  not  only  not  dead,  but  better,  and  at  T^fuiaiitiTia^  gjid 
purposes  to  winter  at  Naples;  which,  methinkq^  is  risking  his  life  at 
least  as  much  as  trying  to  preserve  it»  &r  the  ft<^rtfi<^iiffVfff  ^  qui 
aeem  at  all  to  have  retired  into  their  own  channel. 

I  have  been  in  town  to  see  Lady  Ghewton,  and  jbund  her  exoelleDt 
well,  and  suckling  her  jn&nta  without  merqy.  I  believe  she  will  be 
a  more  staid  nurse  th«i  flie  Duchess  of  Devonshire,  who  probably 
will  stuff  her  poor  babe  into  her  knotting  bag  when  she  wants  te 
play  at  macae,  and  forgrt  it 

More  French  are  just  come  to  see  the  house,  a  Yiscount  and 
Marquis  de  St.  Chamant  and  a  Baron  de  Montesquieu.  I  could 
not  leave  the  Blue  Boom  to  their  sight,  for  I  have  the  gout  to-day 
both  in  my  ankle  and  left  hand,  but  I  think  it  will  not  be  a  fit,  fi^ 
the  pain  is  already  gon^,  though  it  came  but  in  the  ni^t    Are  you 


1788;]  fO  BIB  HO&iLOS  lUHITi  888 

not  pit)cl|gi6ii8ly  glftd,  lladam,  fhai  soiMkody /wkism  yoa  xMrf«r8aw 
IB  dead  at  the  fiurthest  end  of  the  g^obeP  My  neig^bmui  at  Twiek- 
taham  ate  OTeijoyed  at  the  death  of  Eyder  Aly^  wkib,  I  sappofle, 
they  think  lived  in  Lombard  Street 

My  yisitors  are  gone  abeady :  it  is  litetaUy  tiae  that  fliey  ttriYed 
while  I  iras  writingthe  last  paragraph  but  one^  and  went  away  as  I 
finished  the  last,  tbon;^  I  oeMaiaJy  da  not  write  slowly.  They  are 
gone  to  Hampton  Ootrt,  mod  retwrn  to  Eva&oe  io^onow^  Don't 
you  like  seeing  a  honse  in  the  time  one  eaa  wxite  eif^  Unes ;  and 
a  eonntry  in  less  than  one  ean  wash  one's  hands  ?  I  wish  all  who 
come  to  see  my  house  stayed  no  loiq^er* 


S2^.  .  TO  8IB  HORACB  MAHN. 

SUrawbcrry  ffiU,  Jvly  80, 1788. 


I HAVB  received  yonrs  of  the  13th,  and  Oavalier  Mom's  from  jroor 
nephew.  To  the  hitter's  I  can  saynoQiing  new  at  present  The 
last  time  we  met,  Mr.  Ihiane  and  I  desired  Sharpe  and  Lneaa  to  try 
bow  near  they  oould  come  in  adjusting  the  separate  demands  of 
La^  Oifixrd  uid  my  Lordt  after  we  had  struck  off  the  nnfoonded 
ones  on  either  side.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  two  lawyers  could 
have  agreed  in  an  hour's  time ;  that  is,  that  they  would  have  agreed 
to  give  much  advantage  to  my  Lord :  but  as  they  choose^  I  suppose^ 
to  seem  to  deliberate,  as  physicians  do  who  retire  to  consult  in 
another  room!  and  there  talk  news,  Sharpe  and  Lucas  have  taken 
some  weeks  to  ccmsider.  I  hope  Mr.  Duane  will  see  through  their 
juggle ;  I  shall  bd  guided  by  him. 

A  thousand  thanks  to  you  for  the  '  Fatti  Famesiani,'  but  you 
must  tdl  me  the  prices,  that  I  may  pay  your  nephew.  Do  not 
imagine  tiiat  I  send  to  Italy  for  everything  I  wAnt  at  your  expense ; 
I  cost  you  enough  in  trouble.  It  would  truly  be  more  kind  of  you 
if  you  said  at  once,  **  I  paid  so  much,  or  so  much."  As  you  did  not^ 
I  insist  on  your  naming  the  prioe  in  your  next 

I  shall  not  believe  that  when  the  Gzarina  has  whetted  her  talons, 
she  will  go  to  roost  wi&out  scratching  anybody.  They  say  the 
plague  has  cried  Hola  I  nay,  that  it  is  at  Dantiic.  Our  Gaaette  has 
rung  out  the  belL  Tbe  summer  is  so  sultry  fliat  it  would  be  foimip 
dable  indeed  I 

I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  acquainted  wifli  Lord  and  Lady 


HOllOl  WALPOLTS  UBVfSB&  pTOL 

Algernon  Pmjr  r  boUilieanftlgosaKttlemto'imblio^  tlftai  Iseftf 
saw  him  abore  onoe  m  my  life.    She  is  generaDy  ocmmtended* 

Your  nephew  did  not  name  his  distress  libont  his  daughter,  sad 
therefore  I  certainly  did  not.  I  pity  him ;  hut  what  ean  hii 
remonstranbes  do P  passions  are  not  to  he  allayed  hy  words:  Idtb 
does  not  lie  in  the  ear. 

Thank  yon  lor  diqiensing  with  me  about  inoenlation.  It  is  moil 
trae  that  its  Tirtoes  have  not  sofljared  in  the  'smallest  degree  hf 
the  late  aooident ;  yist^  as  thers  was  m  reaison  it  should  I  wmder  it 
did  not 

I  have  not  a  tittle  of  news  far  you,  good  or  bad,  pahKe  or  pfiviA& 
It  is  better  fliat  oorrespondenoe  dionld  suffer,  than  he  supplied  hj 
wars  and  calamities. 

We  have  swarms  of  Freneh  daily ;  but  they  oome  as  if  ftey  had 
laid  wagers  that  there  is  no  such  place  as  England,  and  only  wanted 
to  yerify  its  existence,  or  that  tiiey  had  a  mind  to  dance  a  minuet 
on  English  ground ;  for  they  turn  on  their  heel  the  moment  after 
landing.  Three  came  to  see  this  house  last  week,  and  walked 
flurough  it  literally  while  I  wrote  eight  lines  of  a  letter ;  for  I  heaid 
them  go  up  the  stairs,  and  heard  them  go  down,  ezaotty  in  the  time 
I  was^  finishing  no  longer  a  paragraph.  It  were  ha^yy  for  »e  had 
nobody  more  curiosity  than  a  Frenchman;  who  is  nerer  straek 
with  anything  but  what  he  has  seen  every  day  at  Paris.  I  am 
tormented  all  day  and  every  day  by  people  that  oome  to  see  my 
house,  and  have  no  enjoyment  of  it  in  summer.  It  would  be  even 
in  vain  to  say  that  the  plague  is  here.  I  remember  sudi  a  report 
in  London  when  I  was  a  child,  and  my  undo,  Lord  Townshend, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  was  forced  to  send  guards  to  keep  off  the 
crowd  firom  the  house  in  which  the  plague  was  said  to  be ;  they 
would  go  and  see  the  plague !  Had  I  been  the  master  of  flie  house, 
I  i^ould  have  said,  as  I  would  to  Kings  who  pretend  to  cure  the 
King's  evil,  ''  Tau  cure  the  evil ! — you  are  the  evil  I''  **  You  see 
the  plague ! — you  are  tho  plague  I '' 

Since  I  b^an  my  letter,  Mrs.  Noel  has  told  me  who  is  your 
nephew's  daughter's  innamorato.  I  now  pity  him  even  more  than 
I  did.  There  is  madness  in  the  lover^s  family — ^how  can  a  parent 
consent  to  such  an  union  P  I  am  yery  tender-hearted  on  love-cases, 
especially  to  women,  whose  happiness  does  really  depend,  for  some 
time  at  least,  on  the  accomplidiment  of  their  wishes :  they  cannot 
conceive  that  another  swain  might  be  just  as  charming.  I  am  not 
so  indulgent  to  men,  who  do  know  that  one  romance  is  as  good  as 


mi]  .so  no  liK.  QV  vnuffoia  m 

anoUiMV  and  iliai  Ae  Unibg  is  of  little  fwnaeqpienea  But  must 
not  the  blood  of  a  firilier  vjooil,  whea  his  ohild  would  unite  with 
frenajr*  and  fiir  gnpdohildzeDi  would  bring  him  InnatiosP  Oh!  I 
vppnfwe  your  poor  n^hew's*  lepognanoe.  I  haTO  seen  the  lover's 
mother  in  her  moods,  and  know  but  too  welt  the  peril  of  sooh 
allimiDW  1  Thal^  and  Hba  royal  malady  I  named  in  my  last  para- 
graph, are  not  enoaj^  gnaided  against  Both  scmetimes  lie  dormant 
lor  a  generation,  bat  nuraly  ai6  eradieated.  On  the  want  of  fbrtone 
I  ahonld  be  mnch  less  restive ;  and  for  the  profession,  if  a  girl  ia  in 
lore,  how  can  she  seoore  sooli  a  prospect  of  f elidty  as  by  marrying 
a  dergymanP  I  am  a  Utiie  indeUoate ;  bat  I  know  why  Providence 
gave  OS  passions;  and  therafiire,  however  we  may  dress  up  and 
dignify  the  idea,  tiaie  most  romantic  maiden  upon  earth,  whether 
aware  of  it  or  not^  is  in  love  with  the  gender,  tiiongh  its  more  visible 
aoeompaniments  may  have  made  the  impression.  Year  Orianas 
tibborefbre  find  flieir  aocoont  better  in  a  Levite  than  in  an  Amadis. 
I  have  often  wondered  dowager  Orianas  do  not  always  replace 
Amadis  with  a  oassoeL  It  is  almost  the  only  chance  they  have 
of  not  being  disappointed.  If  the  bell-weiher  strays  after  other 
ewes,  the  noise  he  makes  betrays  him,  and  the  old  crone  is  sore  of 
reclaiming  him.  I  beg  pardon  of  goddesses  for  So  nngallant  a 
comment;  but,  however  heretical  it  may  sound  to  ears  of  twenty,  it 
would  be  solid  advise  if  dropped  in  those  of  forty.    Adieul 


aaSS.    TO  THB  XASL  OF  STBAFFOBO. 

Skauiberry  BUI,  A^,  1, 178SL 

It  would  be  great  happiness  indeed  to  me,  my  dear  Lord^  if  snoh 
nothings  as  my  letters  could  contribute  to  any  part  of  your  Lord* 
ship's ;  but  as  your  own  partiality  bestows  their  chief  merit  on  them, 
you  see  they  owe  more  to  your  friendship  than  to  the  writer.  l!t  is 
not  my  interest  to  depreciate  them ;  much  less  to  undermine  the 
foundation  of  their  sole  wnrth.  Yet  it  would  be  dishonest  not  to 
warn  your  Lordship,  that  if  my  letters  have  had  any  intrinsic  recom- 
mendation,  they  must  lose  of  it  every  day.  Years  and  frequent 
returns  of  gout  have  made  a  ruin  of  me.  Dulness,  in  the  form  of 
indolence,  grows  upon  me.  I  am  inactive,  lifeless,  and  so  indifferent 
to  most  things,  that  I  neither  inquire  after  nor  remember  any  topics 
that  mi^t  enliven  my  letters.  Nothing  is  so  insipid  as  my  way  of 
passing  my  time.    But  I  need  not  specify  what  my  letters  speak. 


,f^  WWAcqiirAiJPOijni  imam,  (m 

They  oon  bave  no  eprit  left;  And  '"wviiUl  hk  pirftetfy  Jnaniinafas  2 
attachment  and  gratitude  to  jour  Iiordfhip  were  as  liable  to  k 
(extinguished  by  old  age  as  pur  more <amiiBing  qualities.  I makeiio 
new  connections^  bati  ch,eii0b  tbooe  ihut  mnain  with  all  die  wannft 
of  you^  and  tbe  piety  of  grey  liain. 

The  weather  here  has  beeii,  and  isy  with  rely  &w  interraky  sohiy 
to  this  momeni  I  think  it  has  been  of  eervioa  to  me;  liioii^  l^ 
.  overheating  myself  I  had  a  few  daya  of  lameniwH,  The  liamst  ii 
half  over  already  all  round  as ;.  and;  eo  prn^  liiat  not  a  poppy  or 
cornflower  is  to  be  seen.  ETery  field  aeems  to  lia^e  been  weeded 
like  Briseo's  bowling-sgrecfti^  If  Ceres,  who  is  at  least  as  old  ai 
many  of  our  fashionable  ladies,  loves  tricking  herself  ofitt  in  flowos 
as  they  do,  she  must  be  mortified:  and  with  more  reason ;  for  Ae 
looks  well  always  with  topknots  of  ultramarine  and  Tenmlion^ 
which  modem  goddesses  dp  not  for  half  so  long  as  fliey  think  tlisj 
do.  As  Providence  showers  Ho  many  blessings  on  as,  I  wish  the 
peace  may  confirm  them  I  Kecessary  I  am  sure  it  was  ;•  and  when 
it  cannot  restore  us,  where  should  we  have  been  had  the  wsr 
continued  P  Of  our  situation  and  prospect  I  confess  my  opinion  is 
melancholy,  not  front  presemb  politics  but  from  past  We  flung 
away  themost  brilliant  position,  I  donbi^  for  a  longseason  I  Witt 
jpolitics  I  have  totally  done.  I  wish  the  present  Ministers  may  last; 
for  I  think  better  of  their  principles  than  of  those  of  their  opponoits 
(with  a  few  salvos  on  both  sides),  and  so  I  do  of  their  abilities.  But 
it  would  be  folly  in  me  to  concern  myself  about  new  generations. 
How  littie  a  way  can  I  see  of  their  progress  I 

I  am  rather  surprised  at  the  new  Countess  of  Denbigh.  How 
could  a^ Woman  be  ambitious  of  resembling  Prometheus,  to  be  pawed 
Und  4^1f ed  and  gnawed  by  a  vulture  P '  I  beg  your  Baridom's 
pardon;  but  I  could  not  conceive  that  a  OOTonet  was  so  very 
tempting  I 

Lady  Browne  is  quite  recovered,  unless  she  relapses  from  irfiat 
we  suffer  at  Twickenham-park  ftom  a  Lord  Northesk,*  an  old 
seaman,  who  is  come  to  Eichmond  on  a  visit  to  the  Duke  of 
Montrose.  I  think  the  poor  man  must  be  out  of  his  senses,  at  least 
he  talks  us  out  of  ours.  It  is  the  most  incessant  and  inooherent 
rhapsody  that  ever  was  heard.    Hesits  by  the  card-taUe,  and  pours 

^  An  aUnaioa  to  Lord  Denbigh's  flgnio,  and  bii  anna  bbsoasd  sn  a  ^pnad  Mgki 
Wuon. 

*  Goofge,  sixth  Eari  of  Northesk,  a  nayal  offloer  of  distinotion,  who  attained  the 
nnkofadmiialofthewhUe.    He  died  in  1702.-*Wu«at. 


on  Un.  Noel  all  ihat  ever  Iisppened  in  hia  vojagBa  or  his  memoiy. 
He  deteils  tba  ship's  allowaaoe,  and  tolhs  to  her  as  if  she  iras  his 
first-mote.  Then  in  the  mornings  he  carries  his  dao^ter  to  town 
to  oee  St  Faiil*B,  and  ihe  Tower,  and  WeetminBtar-abbey ;  and  at 
iiight  diegoTges  all  he  has  seen,  till  ve  don't  knov  the  aoe  of  qxides 
horn  Queen  Elizabeth's  pooket-pistol  in  the  Armoaij.  Menijr  on 
Dsl  And  mercy  on  your  Lordship  too  I  Why  shoold  yoa  be  stnimed 
with  that  alaromP  Have  yon  had  yoor  earthquake^  my  LordP 
Many  hare  had  theirs.  I  assore  yoa  I  have  had  mina  Abore  a 
week  ago,  when  broad  awake,  the  doon  of  the  caHuet  by  my  bed- 
nde  rattled,  without  a  breath  of  wind.  I  imagined  snnebody  was 
walking  on  the  leads,  (a  had  broken  into  the  room  under  m&  It 
•was  between  four  ttiid  five  in  the  morning.  I  rangmy  belL  Befbie 
my  servant  could  c^nne  it  happened  again ;  and  was  ezadly  like  the 
horizoutal  tremor  I  felt  from  the  earthquake  some  yean  ago.  AaX 
had  rang  onoe,  it  is  plain  I  was  awake.  I  rang  again ;  bnt  heaid 
nothing  more.  I  am  quite  persnaded  there  was  some  commotion ; 
nor  is  it  surprising  that  the  dreadful  eraptions  of  fire  on  the  ooasta 
of  Italy  and  Sidly  should  have  occasioned  some  alteration  that  has 
extended  faintly  hither,  and  oontribated  to  the  heats  and  mists  that 
hare  been  so  extraordinary.  Qeorge  Montagu  sud  <d  our  last  earth- 
quake, that  it  was  so  tame  you  mif^t  haTO  stroked  it  It  is 
oom&rtable  to  live  where  one  can  reascm  on  them  without  dreading 
them  I  "What  satisGiotion  should  yoa  have  in  having  erected  sncit 
a  monument  (d  your  taste,  my  Lord,  as  Wentworfh  Castle,  if  you  did 
not  know  bnt  it  mi^t  be  orertumed  in  a  moment  and  crush  you  F 
Sir  William  Hamilton  is  expected :  he  has  bean  groping  in  all  thos^ 
derastatioas.  Of  all  vocations  I  would  not  be  a  professor  of  earthr 
quakes  I  I  prefer  studies  that  are  eoukur  de  rou ;  nor  would  erer 
thinV  of  calamities,  if  I  can  do  nothing  to  rdiere  them,  f  et  this  is 
a  weakness  of  mind  that  I  do  not  defeud.  They  are  more  respectable 
who  can  behold  philosophioally  the  great  theatre  of  events,  ta  rather 
this  little  theatre  of  ours  1  In  scone  ampler  q>here,  they  may  look 
on  the  catastrophe  of  Measina  as  we  d>  tm  kiddng  to  pieces  ao 
ant-hUL 

Bless  me  t  what  a  farrago  is  my  letter  I  It  is  like  the  extracts  of 
books  in  a  monthly  magazme  I  I  had  no  ri^t  to  censure  poor 
Lord  Norihesk's  ramblings  I  lady  Straffotd  will  think  he  has 
infected  me.  Good-night,  my  dear  Lord  and  Lady  1  Toni  ever 
devoted. 


lt».    TO  THB  COOimaS  OF  (fflSOET. 

It  is  dkuseftil,  l&idam,  to  keep  a  letter  tmanswered  that  cue 
kdndfy  to  ask  how  I  did  ;  but,  good  Lord  I  I  hate  to  write,  vhea  I 
have  no  other,  no  better  topic  than  myBelf.  My  last  was  filled  -wSh 
ttotibing  else  I  for  elas  a  day  I  it  is  rQ  I  know !  and  never  was  any- 
tiiing  lees  worth  knowing  or  repestii^ !  The  sultry  season  did  me  a 
great  deal  cJgood  and  a  greatdeal  of  harm.  It  agreed  with  me  like 
a  chum;  but  the  nights  ware  so  hot,  tiiat  I  left  off  or  kicked  off 
all  ovvernig,  and  first  I  canght  the  gout  in  my  ankle,  then  tlie 
riiaamaii^  in  my  dioolder,  and  so  was  exceedingly  wcH,  ezc^ 
Aat  I  oonld  not  more  hand  ot  foot.  StiU  I  Inve  to  have  snmm«r  ia 
minuner,  and  as  onr  do^eet  days  never  produce  earthquakes  not 
make  ns  nnUow  shoals  of  insects  with  every  mouthiul,  I  nem 
Qomplam  of  them— not  b&t  I  do  think  I  felt  tin  earthquakeling  a  fni- 
B^)it  f^,  between  Ibnr  and  five  in  the  morning,  but  it  was  a  poor 
riekety  thing,  and  could  not  hare  thrown  <I'iwn  a  house  of  cards.  I 
hope  tiie  plagne  with  which  we  are  thrcat^jntvl  de  par  le  Rot,  will 
prove  as  atrant  a  miscarriage.  The  Sr^miramis  of  the  Xorth,  &e 
devil  take  her,  has  fetched  it  to  this  side  of  tho  globe,  and  it  may  be 
added  to  the  catalogue  of  her  great  e^qiloits,  which  the  fVenoh 
Aeademicianfl  so  much  admire.  I  know  the  plague  is  not  so  horrid 
a  tiling  as  some  people  imagine — at  leiist,  Buccace  chose  such  s 
period  u  a  delidons  one  for  tel£ng  stones.  He  makes  a  select 
eompany  of  young  gentlemen  and  ladies:  sliut  themselves  up  in  a 
eonntry  honse,  and  relate  novels  to  pass  away  the  time,  while  all 
tiieir  rdations  and  Mends  were  swept  awny  by  cart-loads  in  the  fk'Cf. 

Have  you  seen  Lord  Carlisle's  tragedy,'  Mudam?  Ho  hasbem 
BO  good  as  to  send  it  to  me.  It  has  great  merit ;  the  langus^  and 
imagery  are  beautifdl,  and  the  two  capital  .^loones  arc  very  fine.  The 
story  is  Sigismonda  and  Guiscard,  but  he  has  much  improved  the 
oondoct,  and  steered  dear  of  the  indehcacy  and  absurdity  of  the 
original,  which  did  not  stop  Diyden,  whn,  knomng  that  he  could 
tell  anyfliing  deli^tfolly,  did  not  mind  vrhat  he  told ;  or  how  could 
he  have  thou^t  of  making  an  old  king  sleep  behind  a  bod  instead 
of  upon  it  P  There  are  some  parte  that  might  be  mended,  and  a 
ritoation  or  two  too  like  what  has  been  seen  on  the  stage  ;  yet  I  am 

■ '  nw  TMu^t  Btrsng*.'— OnmanuL 


1781.]  WO  9B  oonnm  Of  otBoor. 

mm  yoor  LadjBhip  "will  admire  most  of  it  Do  not  imagine  that  I 
ampiejiidioedbytheeoiii]dim0niofitibei^  Iliayeread 

it  twioe,  oarafiillyy  and  liked  it  better  tbe  eeoond  time  than  the  first 

I  hear  often  of  Lady  Chewtoiiy  and  peileetly  good  aooonntSy  but 
I  have  not  aeen  her  onoe  the  first  wed^  for  I  should  be  burnt  as 
hlatk  as  an  Etmsoan  yase,  if  I  went  to  my  house  in  Berkeley 
Square  in  this  weather— 410  disrespeet  to  this  day  se^muf^ti  snr^. 
Madam,  last  Saturday  wa«  stili  nearer  to  the  tonrid  lone.  Ib^ginto 
think  thai  tibe  Bambolds  and  Go.  hare  robbed  the  Indies  of  flieir 
cUmate  as  well  as  of  their  gold  and  diamonds^  and  faroughi  it  home 
in  ingots.  Yon  hoped  fliai  Hyder  Aly  would  haTe  eztiipoted  onr 
banditti— do  not  fear.  Madam ;  I  belioTO  it  will  not  be  long  before 
we  are  outoasts,  like  the  Jews,  and  beoome  pedlars  like  them,  np  and 
down  the  earth,  with  no  eoniitry  of  our  own. 

I  saw  Captain  Waldegraye  at  Lady  Ghewton's,  and  he  was  quite 
recovered  of  his  accident ;  but  I  know  nothing  of  him  since. 

r  mnst  tdlyoa  an  ezcdlent  reply  of  a  person  yoor  Ladyship  scarce 
knows,  and  I,  not  at  alL  Lord  Lewisham'  lately  gare  a  dinner  to  a 
certain  electoral  prince  [the  Prince  of  Wales]  who  is  in  Eng^d, 
and  at  which  A  la  mode  de  9m  payi  they  drfmk  very  hard.  The 
conversation  turned  on  matrimony:  the  foreign  oftasM  said  he  envied 
the  Dukes  of  Devon  and  Rutland,  who,  though  high  and  mighty 
princea  too^  had  been  at  liberty  to  wed  two  charming  women  whom 
ihey  liked;  but  for  his  part  he  supposed  he  shonld  be  forced  to 

OQUurry  some  u^y  German  B ^  I  forget  the  other  letters  of  flie 

word — and  then  taming  to  the  Irish  Master  of  the  Bolls  [Bigby], 
asked  what  he  would  advise  him  to  do  P  "  Faith,  sir,"  said  the 
Master, ''  I  am  not  yet  drank  enough  to  give  advice  to  a  Prince  of 
[Wales]  about  manying/'  I  think  it  one  of  the  best  answers  I 
ever  heard.  How  many  fools  will  think  themselves  sober  enough  to 
advise  his  attesee  on  whatever  he  consults  them  I 

A  propoe  to  matrimony,  I  want  to  consult  your  Ladyship  very 
seriously :  I  am  so  tormented  by  droves  of  people  coming  to  see  my 
house,  and  Margaret  gets  such  sums  of  money  by  showing  it,  that  I 
have  a  mind  to  marry  her,  and  so  repay  myself  that  way  for  what 
I  have  flung  away  to  make  my  house  quite  uncomfortable  to  me. 
I  am  sure  Lord  Denbigh  would  have  proposed  to  her  had  he  known 
of  her  riches ;  and  I  doubt  Margaret  could  not  have  resisted  the 
temptation  of  being  a  Countess  more  than  Lady  Holford.    She 

• 

'  Son  of  the  Earl  of  DarimoittlL— CvnrnroBAV. 


oerfadnly  can  nenpBr liftYO  b  nuxo  flim^ininiTirc)  mitiir;  juid  Aanin 
I  grow  every  day  inoBa  in  daoger  of  loong  lier  and  all  Iier  wdtlUk 
Hr.  Williaoifl  [GiUjr]  aaid  flua  rooming  that  Maigarefs  is  the  bait 
place  in  England,  and  wondered  Mr.  GKlbeit'  did  not  inasi  on 
knowing  what  it  is  wortiL  Thank  my  stars,  he  did  not  I  Ookod 
Barr^  or  LordAshbnrton' wonldpfopooe  to  si^pnss  lioaaekeepen 
and  then  hii^nbly  offer  to  show  my  hoose  tfaansetYes^  and  the  fint 
woold  calculate  what  he  had  miiwod  by  not  haying  ahown  it  ftr  the 
last  ten  yeaii,  and  eiqpect  to  be  indmannififtd  ;  finr  wtoe  knows  to  a 
feuihing  what  it  has  lost  by  not  having  been  vioa  €hxMi  nig^, 
Madam  ^  n^y  poor  rheom^tio  shoidder  most  go  to  bed. 


2250.    TO  THS  SABL  OF  HABCOUBT.* 

Do  not  think,  my  best  Lord,  that  I  forget  or  n^gleot  the  Teiy  kind 
and  faYonrite  invitations  from  Nnneham,  but  I  we^h  my  oim 
incapacities,  and  how  likely  I  am  to  be  an  inoombranoe.  The  result 
of  my  meditations  is,  that,  as  I  can  neither  entirely  resign  my  owa 
satis&ction,  nor  pnrchase  it  with  dogging  you  and  Lady  Horoouii 
nor  abstain  from  visiting  the  additional  beauties  of  Nunehoniy  befim 
they  ene  in  the  iere  and  yellow  leaf^  I  have  determined  to  cffar 
myself  in  the  b^jinning  of  September.  Ldl  the  morning  I  can  diire 
out  with  you;  and  as  the  days  will  then  be  short,  I  shall  not  be  the 
eanse  of  your  being  in  the  house,  and  consequently  can  enjoy  your 
company  without  having  it  on  my  conscience  to  have  shortened  your 
walks,  in  which  I  am  not  able  to  join.  If  this  scheme  will  intofioie 
with  none  of  your  Lordship's,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know 
your  commands  at  your  leisure. 

By  your  note  to  Mrs.  C^ve,  I  learn  that  Miss  Fauquier  is  with  you, 
and  Mr.  Whitehead,  and  so  I  hope  they  will  be  in  September  if  you 
admit  me.  Where  Mr.  Mason  is,  I  am  ignorant,  which  is  pietfy 
inuoh  the  state  of  my  intelligence  about  everybody  and  everything^ 
except  my  own  calamities,  which  consist  in  having  had  a  little  gout, 
and  in  having  a  Uttie  more  rheumatism^  from  having  been  oUe  to 

1  Mr.  Oilberi,  whoie  noeni  inquiiiai  into  Pablie  OflloM  bad  tod  to  <1m  pobHi 
diflcoyerj  of  the  valae  of  Walpole's  Uihenhip  of  the  Bzoheqiier. — Gunmi«BAM. 

*  Bacri  had  ktdiy  obtained  a  pension,  and  Donning  a  InoaliTO  liBdcua.— 
OnnmioHAic. 
**  Now  lint  pvldiifaedw— CumsoBAS. 


ITU]  to  'CBM  EABL  Of  H^UKOUBf.  Mf 

bear  not  so  rniioh  dotting  m  our  anoeBbv^s  old  jiaoket  <»  fig4etf  in 
the  iexoessnre  heat,  and  from  being  oyemm  with  all  the  languages  of 
Babely  who  eome  to  see  my  house  from  morning  to  night 

Sy^ii  Sunday  ihinM  no  SabbftUi-d»7  to  me.    [Pope,] 

The  Dae  de  Ghartres  was  in  my  hall  before  I  knew  he  was  to 
come.  Mons.  de  Gkdgnes  and  La  Triba  by  oandlelight»  and  the 
Obey,  de  Jemingham  brought  a  host  of  Luxembuigs  and  Lusignans 
while  I  was  at  dinner,  as  Mr.  Mason  may  haye  told  you.  Madame 
de  Cambis  dined  with  me  last  week,  and  who  do  ytm  think  came 
withherP  Dum^  d!^  PoiM0r9  of  the  next  reign.  You  will  guess  who 
I  mean  when  I  tell  you  she  was  a  Utde  embarrassed  with  sitting  oyer 
against  a  picture  that  cost  me  more  than  three  hundred  akUlmffi. 
Madame  de  Cambis,  who  is  not  yet  deep  in  the  Ghronique  Scandaleuse^ 
telling  me  what  and  whom  she  had  already  seen,  said,  and  *' J'ai  y4 
le de /*  I  replied,  without  looking  up,  '^  H  est  fiurt  beau." 

But  let  us  change  the  subject  My  nieoe  Maria  is  extremely 
reooyered,  and  Lady  Ghewton  perfectly  welL  She  has  a  fins 
little  girl,  and  suckles  it  herself,  and  not  at  the  commerce  tables 
At  Lady  Cecilia's  last  week  I  saw  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Majendie.  I  hope 
your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  hear,  if  you  do  not  know,  that  a 
friend  of  ilie  husband  had  the  good  sense  to  pass  eldest,  and  attend 
them  to  church,  and  now  is  reckoned  to  haye  made  the  match.  To 
change  the  subject  again:  the  Duke  and  Duchess  are  gone  to 
Strasbourg,  the  Margrayine  being  dying. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  dined  lately  at  Ghinnersbury.  Before  they 
rose  firom  table,  Lady  Clermont  said,  '^  I  am  sure  the  Duke  of 
Portland  is  dying  for  a  pinch"  of  snufi^''  and  pushed  her  box  to  him 
cross  the  Princess  [AmeEa],  who  said  to  her,  **  Pray,  Madam,  where 
did  you  learn  that  breeding  P  did  the  Queen  ci  Franoe  teach  it  to 
you P^'*  These  are  fiie  gossiping  anecdotes  our  yillage  aflbrds,  but 
they  are  better  than  news  of  burning  towns  and  sinking  ships. 

I  hope  the  Isis  makes  a  litfle  water  in  your  Thames ;  ours,  who  ia 
an  old  bachelor,  and  has  no  such  eonyei^ences,  is  as  dry  as  a  stiek 
We  haye  no  more  yerdttre  tbatn  there  is  in  the  Tuileries ;— 4he 
eyenings  site  delicious,  but  the  nights  are  insupportable,-— in  short,  one 
is  neyer  contented.  Howeyer,  one  is  yery  happy  when  one  has  no 
more  terrible  miseries,  and  <»ie  has  yery  little  to  say  when  one  talks 

^  Lftdy  dermoni  was  often  in  Paria  with  herknaband,  an  Iriah  peer^and  was  taken 
nneh  notice  of  by  ike  Qaeen  of  Fianock  See  Walpole*8  note  on  Letter  to  Mann,  of 
l^rd  January,  1788.-^OusinjraBAy 
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of  fhe  neeather  and  Priooei  and  Prinoesses.  Tour  Lordship  pro1»Uj 
flunks  that  I  might  have  found  that  out  two  pages  ago.  I  am  ti 
eat  your  Lordship's  health  JKt  OliTden,  in  your  oim  Yematm^  at  Ht 
endof  theweeky  and  to  drink  Miss  Papers  eye,  who  is  with  them,  and 
oomforts  them  much  under  poor  Mrs.  Mestiyyer^s  ramblings.  Lsdj 
Jemingham  is  as  depioraUe ;  die  was  here  one  evening,  and  inaistod 
that  there  was  a  woman  in  white  in  one  of  my  trees !  Alas !  alas! 
if  one  does  not  fbroe  one's  self  to  snule  like  Patienoeon  a  Miuramen^ 
one  should  do  nothing  hut  meditate  and  sigh  I  I  have  mementos  in 
every  Umb  and  every  finger,  but  one  has  lived  so  long  as  I  havB 
with  litde  reflection  if  one  wants  to  be  pulled  by  one's  own  sleeve 
to  be  put  in  mind  of  our  nothingness !  My  letter  is  jost  a  transor^ 
of  my  mind,  now  and  then  pains,  then  jEbd^  plagues,  qpirits,  triflei^ 
fooleries,  pity  and  gloom ;  but  it  shall  wear  its  holiday  clothes  at 
Nuneham,  if  you  let  me  oome  thiflier,  as  I  think  you  wiU.  Some 
peoj^  invite  me  and  press  me,  and  I  am  haughiy ,  and  refuse,  but  at 
Nuneham  I  sue  for  admittanoe,  and  would  fly  thither  if  my  wings 
were  not  pinioned,  and  the  feafliers  battered  and  ru£9ad  like  those  of 
a  Shrove-tide  oooL 

Adieu,  my  dear  Lord, 

Your  most  devoted, 

H.  Wajjnojl 


Sasi.    TO  THK  HOK.  H.  &  OOHWAT. 

Strawbeny  ffiU,  A^.  16, 178S. 

Thb  address  from  the  Yohmteers  is  curious  indeed,  and  upon  ibB 
first  £Boe  a  little  Lfifiii.  What  I  would  they  throw  off  our  Parliameiit» 
and  yet  amend  it  P  It  is  like  correeting  a  question  in  the  House  of 
Oonunons,  and  then  voting  against  it  But  I  suppose  tiiey  rather 
mean  to  increase  confusion  heirei  that  we  may  not  be  at  leisure  to  im- 
pede their  progress ;  at  least  this  may  be  the  intention  of  the  leaders. 
Large  bodies  are  only  led  by  being  iu  earnest  themselves,  when  their 
leaders  are  not  so ;  but  my  head  is  not  clear  enou{^  to  apply  it  to 
different  matters,  nor  could  I  do  any  good  if  it  were.  Our  whok 
sjrstem  is  become  a  disjointed  chaos,  and  time  must  digest  it,  oi 
blow  it  up  shortly.  I. see  no  way  into  it,  noir  expect  anything 
favourable  but  from  chance,  that  often  stops  confusion  on  a  sudden. 
To  restore  us  by  any  system,  it  would  require  a  single  head  furnished 
with  wisdom,  temper,  address,  fortitude,  full  and  undivided  power, 
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and  amoere  patriotism  diverted  of  dl  pMK^  Wkere  is 

tiiat  prodigy  to  be  found  f  and  how  fihonld  it  ha^e  the  power,  if  it 
had  all  Ihe  rest  P  And  if  it  had  the  power,  how  Cbold  it  be  diyested 
cf  that  power  again  P  And  if  it  were  not,  how  long  would  it  retain 
lis  firtnes  P  Power  and  wisdom  would  soon  mote,  like  Antony  and 
Angostos,  to  annihilate  their  coUeagne  yirtae,  for  being  a  poor 
areatnre  Uke  Lepidns.  In  short,  the  mass  of  matter  is  too  big  for 
me :  I  am  going  out  of  the  world,  and  cannot  trouble  myself  about 
it.  I  do  think  of  your  part  in  it,  and  wish  to  preserve  you  where 
you  are,  for  the  benefits  that  you  may  contribute.  I  have  a  high 
opinion  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  bdieve  that  by  frankness  you  may  become 
real  friends^  which  would  be  greatly  adTantageous  to  the  country. 
There  is  no  competition  in  my  mind  where  you  are  concerned :  but 
Fox  is  the  minister  with  whom  I  most  wish  you  united, — indeed,  to 
all  file  rest  I  am  indifPerent  or  adverse :  but,  besides  his  superior 
abilities,  he  has  a  liberality  of  acting  that  is  to  my  taste ;  it  is  like 
my  fisiiiher's  plainness,  and  has  none  of  the  paltry  little  finesses  of  a 
statesman. 

Your  parties  do  not  tempt  me,  because  I  am  not  well  enough  to 
join  ifi  them :  nor  yet  will  they  stop  me,  though  I  had  ra&er  find 
only  you  and  Lady  Aylesbury  and  Mrs.  Damer.  I  am  not  seriously 
in ;  nay,  am  better  upon  the  whole  than  I  was  last  year :  but  I 
perceive  decays  enongh  in  myself  to  be  sensible  that  the  scale  may 
easily  be  inclined  to  the  worst  side.  This  observation  makes  me  very 
indiflerent  to  everything  fliat  is  not  much  at  my  heart.  Oonsequently 
what  concerns  yon  is,  as  it  has  always  been  for  above  fiurty  years,  a 
object    Adieu  1 


aisa.  TO  TBM  oovHTass  or  ossort. 

Araw6erry  iJtS,  il«i^.  27, 1788. 

I  AM  sorry  to  hear,  my  Lady,  that  the  plagae  is  broke  fooM  in 
Bedfordshire;  it.has  been  here,  and  now  rages  much.  I  heard  so 
many  histories  of  it  t'other  nig^t  at  Twickenham  Park  [Duchess  of 
Montrose's],  that  recollecting  I  had  eaten  a  vast  deal  of  fruit,  I 
ftopp^  at  tiie  apothecary's  as  I  came  homen  and  made  him  give  me 
la  f^ass  c£  peppermint-water.  I  don't  know  why  I  thought  my  own 
<d&»rdeis  preferable,  of  why  one  more  should  signify.  I  have  a 
constant  rheumatic  fever  every  night,  which  mins  my  sleep,  though 
almost  all  I  have  lived  upon  for  a  century ;  but  how  can  one  talk  of 
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one^^df  afW  yoQ  have  ioU  me  siich  a  trs^^  andidienUr 

Italy  is  smoloDg  in  rains  I  Even  my  LQlipatiaQ  earthquake  mi 
true,  for  others  felt  ii  I  don't  know  how  I  miased  aeeing  tia 
meteor  and  its  yomig  ones,  for  I  was  sitting  ot^  againafc  the  wincbi; 
We  were  better  in  our  old-fashioned  summen  when  sitting  iip  to  ov 
kneesinrain. 

If  your  Ladyship  makes  apologies  for  writing  of  wea&er  aad 
epidemic  iUneeses  from  Bedfordshire,  I  ong^t  to  make  them  tenfiiU 
fituen  Twickenham,  where  our  old  marketwomen  used  to  have  other 
commodities  to  traffic  with ;  and  yet  I  know  no  more  tha^n  a  oomiiy 
dub— except  that  Crawford  has  been  robbed  in  Oxford  Boad  in  i 
hackney-coach  at  ten  at  night.  He  lost  twenty  guineas  and  hit 
pocket-book ;  and  as  he  has  always  presence  of  mind  enoagji  to  bo 
euiioos/  Hare  says  that  he  said  to  the  highwaymani  **  You  malt 
have  takffli  other  poeket-books :  could  not  you  let  xne  haye  ooo 
instead  of  mine  f 

I  belieye  part  of  my  fever  is  owing  to  being  disturbed  tnxj 
morning.  I  do  all  I  can  to  be  forgotten,  but  my  wicked  houses  hke 
a  fine  tomb,  draws  crowds  hither,  without  letting  me  rest  in  it.  Tho 
complexion  of  my  latter  days  is  certainly  not  of  ttte  hue  I  proposed ; 
it  was  not  in  my  plan  to  liye  with  Princes  and  Princesses,  or  to  keep 
an  inn.  A  Prince  de  Hessenstein  has  latdy  been  to  dine  hero.  My 
first  acquaintance  with  him  was  odd;  he  was  then  only  called  Oenii 
The  last  time  but  one  that  I  was  at  Paris,  and  with  Moi^ttwift  da 
DeflGand,  Hiey  announced,  as  I  thought,  Monsieur  le  Count  d'Ertuog; 
I  cWas  rejoiced  to  see  a  man  of  whom  I  had  heard  so  much.  A 
cordon  bleu  entered.  When  he  was  gone  I  said  he  was  a  Yetr 
different  kind  of  man  from  what  I  had  expected — ''And  what  did 
you  expect?  and  why  did  you  expect  anything  ?**  said  It/faAttm^  jn 
Beffiand.  I  ex{dained  my  xeasens;  she  said  this  was  not  Goont 
d'Estaing,  but  de  Hessenstein,  a  natural  son  of  the  old  Sing  of 
Sweden — ^very  well: — ^two  years  afterwards  the  same  thing  hap- 
pened, and  a  different  oorchm  bbu  entered.  Now  I  thought  I  was 
quite  sure  I  had  got  the  true  I/EUaimg  ;  bat  lo  I  this  second  was 
another  son  of  the  same  king ;  and  this  is  he  that  has  been  here. 

Since  my  letters  are  forced  to  live  upon  old  stories,  I  will  tdl  you 
another.  Madam,  that  I  had  from  Mr.  Cambridge  tins  moiBing.  A 
Sir  filundd  Carlton,  as  great  a  fool  as  the  outset  of  has  Ohristiaa 
name  seemed  to  promise,  was  addressed  for  charity  by  an  old  woman 
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tpholMdiUBiedliiiiL  He  imdd  give  her  noOuiig.  She  urged  ber 
careandteDdeniaH^  aisdhowweU  ahehadlmni^thimap.  He  fell 
inioe yewifmy  and  ewoie  ahe  had  been  hk  greateat  fee.  '' They  tell 
iM^'^  laid  he^ ''  that  I  waa  ibe  finest  ebild  in  the  worid,  and  4hai 
yoo  changed  nie  al  nmae." 

I  hope  Lady  Etmitapatriek  waa  a  .qhtrngeliiy  too ;  labenldbe 
mortified  to  ha?e  hadanygennine  flfeqMtriokeaoq^emey  wfao^l^^ 
the  honoar  ef  being  geoeah)giat  to  ibefemilyy  and  who  bare  studied 
the  MSa  of  O'BaU  Eingr^AmB  to  fbe  Miknan  Mcoaioha,  befeie 
thegr  had  any  arma^  or  he  ooald  write  or  read.  I  begj  (3eoige 
Selwyn  woidd  oonfine  himaelf  to  bis  own  pvoTinoe^  and  ooneem 
bimieif  only  with  those  npstartsy  the  Howards  and  Douglases,^ 
and  not  meddle  with  the  Kti^Mtricks,  who  aie  so  ancient  that 
the  best  Irish  antiquaries  affirm  that  they  reckoned  many  geneni- 
tions  before  the  first  man  was  created ;  but  I  will  oommimd  my 
passion,  lest  I  shonld  ndt  baye  a  good  night's  rest 


Sasa.    TO  THB  HON.  H.  &  COKWAT. 

THDtroH  I  begin  my  letter  on  and  have  dated  it  Sondayi 
I  reoolleet  that  it  may  miss  yon  if  yon  go  to  town  on  Toesday,  and 
iherefere  I  shall  not  send  it  to  the  post  till  to-morrow.  I  can  giTe 
yon  but  an  indifferent  acoonnt  of  myself.  I  went  to  Lord  Dacre's ; 
but  whether  the  beat  and  fetigue  were  too  much  for  me,  or  whether 
the  thunder  turned  me  sour,  fer  I  am  at  least  as  weak  as  somll-beer, 
I  came  back  with  the  gout  in  my  left  hand  and  right  fboi  Ihe 
latter  confined  me  fer  three  days;  but  thouj^  my  anUe  is  still 
swelled,  I  do  not  stay  in  my  house :  howerer,  I  am  firightened,  and 
shall  venture  no  more  eoqpedttions  yet ;  fer  my  hands  and  feet  are 
both  so  lame,  fliat  I  am  neither  comfortable  to  myself  or  anybody 
elae,  abroad,  when  I  must  confine  Mam,  stay  by  myself  or  risk  pain, 
wUeh  the  least  fetigue  gives  me. 

At  this  moment  I  have  a  worse  embaigo  even  than  lameness  on 
me.  The  Prince  d'Hessenstein  has  written  to  offer  me  a  visit — 
Lden't  know  when.  I  have  just  answered  his  note,  and  endeavoured 
to  limit  its  meaning  to  the  shortest  sense  I  could,  by  proposing  to 

1  All^tng  to  SeliTTii's  fkTonritas,  Howurd.  E«rl  of  Gariiile,  and  Doaglai,  Ddbe  of 
Qatiihii  I  ji .— QpwuwH  AM. 
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give  him  a  dinner  or  a  breakf art.    I  would  keep  my  bed  ratlier  {bar 
crack  our  northern  French  together  for  twelve  hoars. 

I  know  nothing  npon  earth  but  my  own  disasters.  Anotiiariflb 
fliat  all  yesterday  I  fliooght  all  my  gold-fish  stolen.  I  am  not  siiiv 
that  they  are  not ;  bnt  they  tell  me  they  keep  at  ilie  bottom  of  flie 
water  from  flie  hot  weather.  It  is  all  to  be  ladled  out  to-moRtnr 
morning,  and  then  I  shall  know  whether  they  are  gone  or  boQed. 

Whenever  the  weather  cools  to  an  English  consistence,  I  will  see 
yon  at  Park-place  or  in  town ;  but  I  iiiink  not  at  the  former  beAn 
the  end  of  n^  month,  nnless  I  recover  more  coonige  than  I  have 
at  present ;  for  if  I  was  to  get  a  real  fit»  and  be  confined  to  my  bed 
in  such  sultry  days,  I  should  not  have  sbength  to  go  through  it 
I  have  just  fixed  fluree  new  benches  round  my  bowling-greeoy  thst 
I  may  make  four  joumeye  of  the  tour.    Adieu  I 

As  I  was  rising  lliis  morning,  I  received  an  espress  from  your 
daughter  [Mrs.  Damer],  that  she  will  bring  Madame  de  Oambis  and 
Lady  Melbourne  to  dinner  here  to-morrow.  I  shall  be  vastly  pleased 
with  the  pariy ,  but  it  puts  Philip  and  Margaret  to  their  wifs  end 
to  get  them  a  dinner :  nothing  is  to  be  had  here ;  we  must  send  to 
Richmond,  and  Kingston,  and  Brentford.  I  must  borrow  Mr. 
[Welbore]  Ellis's  cook,  and  somebod/s  confooticlner,  and  b^  some- 
body's fruity  for  I  have  none  of  these  of  my  own,  nor  know  anything 
of  the  matter ;  but  that  is  Philip  and  Maigarefs  affiur,  and  net 
mine ;  and  the  worse  the  dinner  is,  the  more  Gothic  Mft<iflnm 
de  Gambia  will  think  it. 

I  have  been  emptying  my  pond,  which  was  more  in  my  head  flua 
the  honour  of  my  kitdien ;  and  in  the  mud  of  the  troubled  water 
I  have  found  all  my  gold,  as  Dunning  and  Barr^  did  last  year.' 
I  have  taken  out  fifteen  jroung  fidiof  a  year  and  a  half  old  for  Lady 
Aylesbury,  and  reserved  them  as  an  offering  worthy  of  Amphitrite  ia 
the  vase,  in  the  cafs  vase,' amidst  'die  aisnre  flowers  that  blow.'  Thef 
are  too  portly  to  be  carried  in  a  smeUing-bottle  in  your  pocket 
I  wish  you  could  plan  some  way  of  a  waterman's  calling  for  Iheait 
and  transporting  them  to  Hienley.  They  have  not  changed  their 
colour,  but  will  next  year.  How  lucky  it  would  be,  should  you  meet 
your  daughter  about  Tumham  Gbeen,  and  torn  back  with  them! 

^  In  the  preceding  year,  throogh  the  inflaenee  of  Lord  Shelbome,  a  ooniidenble 
pennion  had  been  granted  to  Colonel  Barr6,  and  a  peerage  and  pennon  to  Ki^ 
Dunning.-*  Wbxoht. 

*  The  china  Taae  in  which  Walpole*B  &?oarite  oat  Seliiaa  waa  drowned. — Waran. 


list.]  TO  SIB  HOSAOB  MAVH.  40S 


mL    TO  SIB  HOBAOB  MANK. 

Avg.  27, 1788. 

It  18  time  to  rasume  my  Yeteran  pxmctoalitjry  and  think  of 
writing  to  you ;  but  alas  I  ooneapondenoey  like  matrimonial  duty,  is 
but  ill  perfonned  when  only  prompted  by  periodic  recollection  of  a 
debt  to  be  paid.  Howevery  I  am  so  far  different  from  a  husband, 
iliat  my  indinatbn  is  not  decreased :  want  of  matter  alone  makes 
me  sluggish.  The  war  is  at  an  end,  which,  like  domestic  quarrels, 
fmimated  our  interooiuse,  and,  like  them,  oondudes  with  kissing,  and 
is  followed  by  dullness  and  inaction.  The  Definitive  Treaty,  they 
say,  is  signed ;  the  French  and  we  are  exceedingly  fond.  Presenti 
pass  weekly  between  the  Duchesses  of  PoUgnao  and  Devonshire ; 
and  so  many  French  arrive,  that  they  overflow  even  upon  me,  and 
visit  Strawberry  as  one  of  our  sights.  The  Marquise  de  la  Jamaique^ 
sister  of  your  CaimUBa  of  Albany,^  has  been  here  this  month,  and 
steys  above  anoflier.  But,  are  not  such  articles  below  even  the 
ingredients  of  a  letter ;  especially  between  you  and  me,  who  have 
dealt  in  the  fiiies  of  kingdoms  P  If  I  would  talk  politics,  I  must 
have  recourse  to  the  long-depending  topic,  whether  there  will  be 
a  war  between  the  Turks  and  Russians ;  of  which,  in  good  truth, 
I  know  as  little  as  of  anything  else. 

Sr  William  Hamilton  is  arrived,  but  I  have  not  yet  seen  him. 
JSe  will  not  be  quite  out  of  his  element,  for  we  have  had  pigmy 
earihgnakfls,  mucli  havoc  by  lightning,  and  some  very  respectable 
sieteors. 

I  have  not  heard  a  syllable  of  Shaipe  and  Lucas.  As  it  is 
Tacation,  I  suppose  even  private  justice  cannot  be  administered  out 
of  term  time.  Pray,  has  Lord  Orfordever  paid  you  for  his  mother's 
tombP  I  promised  you  to  dun  him  if  he  did  not,  therefore  empower 
me  if  he  has  neglected  it. 

I  have  not  wherewithal  to  compose  another  paragraph,  so  this 
exordium  must  prove  that  I  have  not  been  n^ligent ;  but  it  must 
lie  in  my  writing-box  till  I  can  collect  something  to  fill  up  the 
remainder  of  the  page — if  I  aimed  at  a  third,  I  should  not  perhaps 
send  it  away  before  the  Parliament  meets. 

^  Wife  of  tbe  «m  of  tlie  Duke  of  Benri^  and  liriiy  and  diaghtor  of  the  Priaoe  of 
Siolbefg.  Her  rister  wm  married  to  the  Pretender,  who  called  himaelf  Prince  of 
Albany,  and  then  resided  at  Florence.— Walpoui 
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StpLh 

I  shaU  fixiish  this  letter,  brief  as  it  18 ;  for  I  go  to-morrow  to  Fnk- 
plaoe  and  Nuneham  for  ten  days.  Mr.  Fox  has  notified  to  Ae 
Giiy,  that  the  Definitiye  Treaties  are  to  be  signed  tlie  day  ite 
to-morrow  by  all  parties  but  Holland:  whe&er  Ae  hitter  ii 
abandoned  and  pouts,  or  is  reserved  by  Franoe  Us  a  nest-egg  f^ 
hatcbing  a  new  war,  I  know  noi  Lord  Shelbume,  I  suppose  wil 
rave  against  the  Ministers  for  having  definished  his  treaties,  since  ke 
cannot  abuse  them  for  not  having  terminated  them ;  but  I  trust  he 
will  be  little  heeded. 

They  say  there  has  been  a  dreadfbl  hurrioaiie  and  mundatraii  il 
Surat.  All  the  elements  seem  to  be  willing  to  make  a  figure  la 
their  turn.  In  our  humble  northern  way  we  have  had  much  damags 
by  lightning.  The  summer  has  been  wonderftilly  hot,  and  of  lite 
very  unhealthy.  Our  globe  really  seems  to  be  dbordered.  I  bivB 
had  my  share  in  a  rheumatic  fever,  which  is  not  gone ;  but  I  hope 
change  of  air  will  cure  ii  In  truth,  I  have  no  great  h^Si  in  cores  d 
my  age  for  chronic  complaints ;  but  I  try  remedies,  I&e  people  iriko 
go  into  lotteries,  because  tiiey  would  not  be  out  of  Ibrtane^s  way. 


2266.    TO  THB  BARL  Of  HABCOUBT.i 

Skmfbmrp  ffiO^Aitg.  99,  ITU. 

I HAVB  been  much  afraid,  my  dear  Lord,  that  IslhoQld  be  dis- 
appointed at  last  of  the  happiness  of  seeing  Nimeham  once  more. 
I  have  been  plagoed  with  a  rheumatic  fever,  which  I  began  to  flunk 
nothing  would  remove,  and  which  destroyed  my  sleep  and  my  qnrite. 
It  is  mudi  lessened  within  these  few  days,  and  as  <dd  folks  shoidl 
seisse  Time  by  the  hind  lock,  leaving  the  fore  one  for  the  young,  laa 
determined  to  wait  on  your  Lordship  on  Wednesday  or  Thunday 
next,  lest  I  should  never  have  another  opportunity,  or  should  waft 
till  I  might  say  with  Cardinal  Wdsey, ''  Father  Abbot,  I  am  come 
to  lay  my  bones  amongst  you."  Indeed,  I  may  always  say  that 
witii  propriety,  for  I  bring  nothing  else  but  banes,  and  those  aching. 

I  ought  to  tiiank  your  Lordship  for  the  'Oatalogue '  of  Nuneham, 
but  how  can  I  thank  you  for  what  makes  me  blush  f  You  hafe 
been  pleased  to  record  the  silver  pennies  that  I  have  presumed  to 

'  Now  fizBt  pnbliihed. — Cumwim^bam* 
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o&ar  at  your  Bhrbae,  you  that  haTe  loaded  me  witii  ingots  I  Fie 
on  you  I 

Sir  Edwaid  says  I  shall  be  mighty  happy  with  meeting  my  Lord 
of  Oifiiid,  **  who  i9  often  at  Nnnehain,  for  liord  Haroourt  is  very 
good  to  him.'*  I  smiled,  and  fear  it  was  the  only  mark  of  joy  I 
eonld  bring  myself  to  hang  out 

Aftother  of  my  loftal  Uood,  who  is  with  me,  is  to  have  GoTemor 
Johnstone,  and  his  wife  to-morrow,  to  show  my  house  to  them. 
I  said, ''  Tau  may  show  it  to  them,  to  be  sure,  if  you  please,  but 
I  promise  yon  J  will  not ;  /  will  not  see  OoTemor  Johnstone.'' 

Xfirmd  of  the  Ooyemor  and  the  Bishop  (though  I  think  one 

does  not  hear  so  much  of  the  -*- Mends  lately),  on  a  debate 

aome  days  agOf  whether  oonYiots  eould  not  again  be  sent  to  Yirginia, 
aaid,  **  Oh,  I  shonld  Uke  that ;  it  is  all  the  eommeroe  I  desire  to 
haTe  wilb  America."  No  doubt ;  commerce  with  America  was  a 
teirible  load,  but  we  have  happily  got  rid  of  it  I  I  need  not  sign  my 
name;  I  belieye  your  Lordship  would  guess  the  writer  by  any 
paragnqph  in  this  letter. 


Hoa    TO  THB  OOUNTBSS  OF  06B0ST. 

Brawberr^  ffiU,  Sept.  9, 1788. 

I  DOUBT  my  answers  to  your  Ladyship's  questions  will  be  a  little 
stale  as  well  as  nnHatisfactory,  for  I  ha^e  been  absent  eight  days,  in 
order  to  try  change  of  air  for  my  nightly  ferer.  I  began  to  fancy 
that  Strawberry  did  not  agree  with,  me,  and  went  to  Park-place,  but 
to  no  purpose ;  but  to  conyince  myself  that  if  Twickenham  does  not 
suit  me,  90  other  eaimtry  air  is  better,  the  only  two  good  nights  I 
have  had  these  six  weeks  being  two  I  passed  in  London.  Nor  is 
this  the  fiiyt  eigperience  I  have  had  of  the  kind,  as  I  never  am  out  of 
order  but  I  menimncb  sooner  in  town  than  anywhere  else — no  very 
grateful  dispovery,  after  having  meant  this  place  &r  my  latter  days, 
and  trimmed  it  accordingly. 

Be  assured.  Madam,  that  the  story  of  the  pocket-book  was  Mr. 
Hare's— at  least  not  mine.  He  has  a  great  deal  too  much  wit  for 
me  to  presume  to  deck  myself  in  his  plumes,  I  who  am  a  jackdaw  to 
him.  Lady  Dl  told  me  the  story.  Of  Sir  Blundel  I  reported  all  I 
knew,  and  my  author  too.  I  almost  wish  you  had  not  paid  me  with 
the  catastrophe  of  Mrs.  Hesse's  family.  I  have  lately  heard  but 
too  many  tragedies.    Sir  W^^lUam  Hamilton  was  at  Park-place,  and 
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gaye  us  the  full  details  of  fhe  Calabrian  devasiationy  anil  more  ChiD 
he  chose  to  insert  in  his  book :  of  which  one  dreadfol  instance  dul 
suffice: — Many  crushed  wretches  perished,  because  fiie  prieslB 
insisted  on  having  the  rubbish  of  churches  removed  first  to  ddiyer 
the  consecrated  wafers,  who,  they  ought  to  have  supposed,  wen 
capable  of  helping  themselves. 

I  must  be  negative  too,  Madam,  to  all  your  other  queries.  I  was 
not  weU  enough  to  go  to  Lady  Chewton's  christening.  I  have  not 
seen  the  Princess  since  her  nephew  [William  lY.]  dined  wilh  her, 
though  like  you  I  have  heard  how  great  a  JEivourite  lie  is.  I  know 
nothing  cS  Mrs.  Johnson's  letter,  nor  of  the  mock  royalty  at  Hatfidd, 
but  what  you  are  so  good  as  to  tell  me.  Oeorge  Lord  Bristol  used 
to  play  at  drawing-rooms  in  the  same  manner  at  Ickworth,  and  ask 
if  the  parsons  and  neighbours  loved  walking  or  riding.  I  do  not 
wonder  that  people  are  servile  courtiers,  when  they  deKght  in 
aping  the  insipidity  of  levies  themselves.  One  must  reverence 
an  ignis  faiuns,  if  one  should  be  glad  to  be  a  glow-worm 
oneself. 

There  is  little  good  that  is  new  in  Atterbury^s  pieces.  Madam,  as 
you  have  found  yourself  by  this  time.  Blair's  criticisms  I  have  not 
seen;  Beattie's  nauseated  me.  Of  the  Dauphin's  'Life'  I  haye 
not  heard.  Of  the  lives  of  abortive  kings  I  had  a  surfeit,  too,  in 
Birch's  '  Life  of  Prince  Henry.'  A  Black  Prince  happens  but  onoe 
in  a  millenniimi. 

As,  at  Park-place,  I  was  within  eighteen  miles,  I  made  a  visit  to 
Lord  and  Lady  Harcourt,  and  was  much  pleased  with  poor  Brown's 
alteration  of  the  house  and  improvements  of  tiie  place,  as  much  as  I 
could  see  of  them,  for  there  was  such  a  tempest  during  the  two  days 
and  a  half  that  I  was  there,  that  I  could  stir  out  of  the  house  but 
for  one  hour;  but  I  went  to  my  passion,  Oxford,  and  saw  Sir 
Joshua's  *  Nativity.'  But,  alas  I  it  is  just  the  reverse  of  the  glorious 
appearance  it  made  in  the  dark  chamber  in  Pall  MalL  It  is  too 
high,  the  ante-chapel  where  it  is  placed  is  too  narrow  to  see  it  but 
fore-shortened,  and  the  washy  Virtues  roxmd  it  are  so  foint  and 
light,  that  the  dark  shepherds  and  chiaro  scurOy  that  are  meant  to 
relieve  the  glory,  child,  and  angels,  obscure  the  whole.  I  foresaw 
long  ago,  that  Jarvis's  colours,  being  many  of  them  not  transparent, 
could  not  have  the  effect  of  old  painted  glass.  Lideed,  to  see  his 
window  tolerably,  I  was  forced  to  dimb  into  the  organ-loft,  by  such 
a  pair  of  stairs,  that,  not  having  broken  my  neck,  I  can  almost 
believe  that  I  could  dance  a  minuet  on  a  horse  galloping  full  speed, 
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like  young  Asileyy — for  I  have  seen  young  AMety,  Krh&i  I  was  in 
town  lasti  and  henceforth  shall  belieye  that  nothing  js  impossibley 
nay,  shall  wonder  if  flying  is  not  brought  to  perfection,  and  if  Bishop 
Wilkins  does  not  prore  as  great  a  prophet  of  arts  as  Sir  FranciB 
Bacon.  How  awkward  will  a  dancer  be,  for  the  futore,  that  has  not 
oonstunmate  grace  on  a  plain  firm  floor  t  But,  though  Mercury  did 
not  tread  the  air  with  more  sovereign  agility  than  the  son,  it  was 
the  JEither  I  contemplated  with  most  admiration !  What  a  being, 
who  dared  to  conceiye  thai  he  could  make  horses  dance,  and  any 
horse  dancQ,  and  that  men,  women,  and  children  might  be  trained 
to  possess  themsdyes  on,  over,  round  the  rapidiiy  of  two,  three,  four 
raoe-horses,  and  neither  tremble  for  their  necks,  nor  forget  one 
attitude  that  is  becoming  I  When  he  can  collect  whole  troops  of 
aooh  agents,  form  and  command  them,  I  look  on  him  with  the 
reyeience  that  I  should  haye  for  the  legislatcnr  of  society  in  its 
infemcy,  for  a  Mango  Capao  or  a  Zoroaster.  Dr.  Franklin  and 
Marshal  Washington  will  sink  in  my  esteem,  if  the  C!ongre6s  and 
the  Odonies  are  not  rendered  as  docile  as  Astley's  Hounhyhnms.  A 
master  gepius,  I  see  can  do  anything.  Impossibilities  are  difiBculties 
only  to  those  who  want  parts. 


2207.    TO  SIB  HOBACS  MAKK. 

Sinmbnrif  HtO,  8epL  19. 

[This  was  only  a  note  in  the  coyer  of  a  letter  to  be  transmitted  to 
Mr.  Morice.] 

Mb.  Mosigb  has  written  to  me  from  Lausanne,  which  he  was  to 
leaye  at  the  beginning  of  this  month  for  Naples,  desiring  to  find  a 
letter  from  me  at  Florence,  with  a  state  of  the  aflairs  of  Oayalier 
MozzL  I  fear  this  will  arriye  too  late.  Should  he  be  gone,  you  will 
be  so  good  as  to  conyey  it  to  him  whereyer  he  is,  or  keep  it  for  him 
should  he  not  be  arriyed. 

I  do  not  know  a  tittie  of  news,  but  that  the  Peace  arriyed  signed 
last  Saturday.  I  haye  just  seen  Sir  William  Hamilton  at  Oeneral 
Conwa/s,  and  heard  with  great  pleasure  a  most  satisfactory  account 
of  you  and  your  good  looks  and  health.  It  is  midnight,  and  this 
must  go  to  town  early  to-morrow  morning ;  and  I  am  tired  with 
writing  to  Mr.  Morice,  for  I  haye  the  rheumatism  in  my  right 
arm. 
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iHa.    VO^  ffiK  BARL  Of  BTRAffOSD. 

Skwaberr^  ffOl,  Sepi.  12,  iru, 

YouB  Lofdshqi  tdk  me  faahofe  my  somBier  has  f^M 
jleaamtij,  like  xnr  HiameB.  I  cansoi  tay  it  has  -pnsed  nrf 
pleasantly  to meiihiNiglv like  the  ThiknteSi  diyand  low;  hrmMot- 
how  or  other  I  esm^^t  k  iheumatia  kmr  in  the  firaatlMitB,  i&d 
eannot  get  rid  D£st.  I  hare  just  been  at  Paik-ptace  and  Niiiidiia» 
in  hopes  ohange  ,o£  air  would  ooreme;  bnttonopavpoae.  IihM, 
as  want  of  deep  is  iny  chief  ik)mplakity  I  donbt  I  moBt  make  me  d 
a  very  different  and  moie  diaagreeable  remedy,  flie  air  of  Lndoa, 
the  <mly  place  that  I  ever  find  agree  with  me  when  I  am  evt  of 
order.  I  was  there  for  two  nights  a  fortnight  ago»  and  dept  per- 
fectly welL  In  Tain  has  my  predilection  fer  Strawberry  niade  aie 
try  to  persuade  myself  that  this  was  all  feaieey;  bat,  I  lear,  reosom 
that  tappeaat  strong,  thof|^  oonirary  to  our  indinatmia^  mast  be 
good  ones.  London  at  this  time  of  year  is  as  naneeoiia  a  drag  ss 
any  in  an  apothecary's  shop.  I  conld  find  nothing  at  all  to  do,  end 
so  went  to  Astlejr's,  which  indeed  was  much  beyond  my  expectatioii. 
I  do  not  wonder  any  longer  that  Darius  was  chosen  king  by  the 
instructions  he  gave  to  his  horse ;  nor  that  Caligula  made  his  oooisiiL 
Astley  can  inake  his  dance  minuets  and  hornpipes ;  which  is  more 
e]|traordinary  than  to  make  them  vote  at  an  election,  or  act  tbe 
part  of  a  magistrate,  which  ftninntlfl  of  less  capacities  can  performsB 
dexterously  as  a  returning  officer  or  a  Master  in  Chancery. — ^But  I 
shall  not  have  even  Astley  now :  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Franee, 
who  has  as  much  taste  as  Caligula,  has  sent  for  the  whole  drmmim 
persaiUB  to  Paris.  Sir  WilUam  Hamilton  was  at  Park-plaoe,  and 
gave  us  dreadful  accounts  of  Calabria :  he  looks  much  older,  and  has 
the  bronze  of  a  patina. 

At  Nuneham  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  improvements  botib 
within  doors  and  without  Mr.  Mason  was  there ;  and,  as  he  shines 
in  every  art,  was  assisting  Mrs.  Harcourt  with  his  new  discoveries  in 
painting,  by  which  he  will  unite  miniature  and  oil.  Indeed,  she  is  a 
very  apt  and  extraordinary  sdiolar.  Since  our  professors  seem  to 
have  lost  the  art  of  colouring,  I  am  glad  at  least  that  they  have 
imgraduated  accessors. 

We  have  plenty  and  peace  at  last;  consequently  leisure  for 


fepauiBg  Mine  of  <mrIoMM|  ifire  kkye  Miiie  Mtrnghto  aet  about 
ilie  teik.  On  what  iriH  bappeti  I  sball  inake  m  oomjeetiuM,  as 
it  18  not  likely  I  AoM,  see  loiick  ol  ixAiat  is  to  oome.  Our 
enemiw  luiTe  Imiiibleil  110  eiioii|;li  to  ootitent  thOBi ;  and  we  kaTe 
aneoeeded  bo  iU  in  iknomtionB;  thai  Mtfely  we  iBkaH  not  tempt  new 
atonns  in  haste. 

EKim  ibiii  plaee  I  oaii  seftd ^yoor  L^^  new  center- 

tidmng ;  nor  etqwot  more  game  in  town,  wU&er  nothing  hat  search 
^  health  ikodd  cartjr  me.  Perhaps  it  is  a  twn  chase  at  my  age ; 
but  at  my  age  cue  eannot  tnut  to  Nature's  operating  cores  without 
ittding  her ;  it  ia  atwaya  time  enough  te  abandon  one's  sdf  when  ne 
Gate  will  palliate  our  decays.  I  hope  your  Loidship  and  Lady 
fittraflbid  will  long  be  in  no  want  of  snch  attentions;  nor  should  1 
liaTe  talked  so  much  of  my  own  eradkis,  had  I  had  anything  else  to 
tell  you.  It  would  be  silly  to  aim  at  vitaeity  wiien  it  is  gone :  and, 
ihoagh  a.  lively  old  man  is  sometimes  an  agreeable  being,  a  pretend- 
ingoldman  is  ridieukias.  Aches  and  an  apoflieoary  cannot  giye 
ene  genuiM  spirits;  'tis  sufficient  if  they  do  not  make  one  peevish. 
Your  Lotdship  ia  so  koid  as  to  accept  o^  me  as  I  am,  and  yon  shall 
-And  nothing  aaN»fe  ^MOnterftit  in  me  than  the  smcere  reipect  and 
gratitade  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Lordaliip's  most 
davoted  kttttUe  aerTant 


sacs.    fO  THE  REV.  WILLIAM  MASOIT. 

Strwebmry  HiU,  StpL  22, 1781. 

You  desired  me  to  write  to  you  if  I  heard  any  news,  but  though 
a  letter  appean,  do  not  expect  any  noTdiy.  I  have  not  seen  the 
shadow  of  a  politiolan  since  my  retom,  nor  scarce  any  thing  but 
nun,  and  my  apothecaiy ;  and  yet  if  the  former  has  maintained  my 
ihewmatiwni  Am  latter  has  cuied  my  nightly  ^er  by  the  baric,  on 
which  I  determined  instead  of  James's  powder,  lest  the  latter  should 
only  make  an  csahange  for  the  gout  The  bark  the  yeiy  first  night 
was  as  efficient  as  opium^  and  I  now  sleep  almost  as  well  as  ever, 
which  is  Hke  a  dormouse. 

I  do  not  write  to  notify  this  important  detail,  though  it  is 
the  total  of  my  history ;  no,  but  I  want  to  know  how  your  pupil 
Mrs.  Haroourt  advances  by  your  marriage  of  oil  and  water  colours. 
Next,  if  it  answers,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  the  receipt,  that  is,  if 
you  have  no  obfeotion,  and  do  not  intend  to  keep  your  nostrum  a 


aeoret  till  y<m  can  annomioe  tibe  diflooyery  to  yomr  own  li€iioiir»  not 
that  I  will  rob  yoa  of  it  I  haTe  two  purpoeeB  to  aenre^  one  to  oooi- 
miinioate  the  process  to  Lady  Di,  the  other  to  emidoy  a  painter  tD 
oil  some  of  her  drawingSy  if  your  method  will  do  &r  that  eod,  §ai 
will  not  hurt  them;  but  I  repeat  that  I  do  not  desire  you  to  moqmd 
me  with  the  process  if  you  have  the  least  objeotiou. 

I  do  not  blow  whether  my  meoes  are  yet  aniTed  at  Nunflhim; 
in  shorti  I  am  cTune  igtyormiM  trume!  and  haTO  been  trying  eniirafy 
at  home  alone.  I  have  giTen  my  'Grammont'  to  Dodaley  to  ks 
reprinted,  which  you  will  say  is  not  mueh  employmeaut.  Oh  I  but  it 
isi  and  a  disagreeable  one  too,  for  I  correct  the  proof  sheete,  the 
moat  tiresome  oeoi^Mition  either  as  editor  or  printer.  Pray  wbieper 
to  Lady  Haroourt  that  she  has  not  given  me  enough  to  ooonpy  me 
in  either  capacity  for  a  wedc,  and  that  I  beg  ahe  will  bring  me 
more  to  town  before  I  begin. 

I  repeat  a  prayer  of  the  same  kind  to  you.  Eiiat^  aa  you  are  • 
poet,  I  must  print  something  of  yours ;  nexti  as  you  are  a  painto; 
I  waa  so  pleased  with  your  altar-piece  that  1 1<^  to  have  a  bit  lij 
your  hand ;  why  should  you  not  execute  a  small  pieces  at  least  wifli 
your  diaooyery  I  I  diould  like  it  soon — if  you  ever  did  do  si^ 
thing  sooui  that  I  may  insert  it  in  the  description  of  my  ooUectka 
which  I  am  finishing,  and  for  which  all  the  platea  are  residy.  F^ 
me  any  little  scene  out  of  your  own  garden.  I  wish  I  waa  worthy  to 
ask  for  any  piece  of  music  composed  by  yourself  for  your  other  dis- 
covered marriage  the  Celestinette.  Howeveri  as  I  do  not  want  an 
ear  so  much  but  that  I  can  celebrate  a  performer,  I  send  you  the 
following  Epitaph,  which  I  wrote  three  or  four  years  ago,  and  fonnd 
fother  day  amongst  some  old  p^qpers.  It  was  written  at  Lady 
Ossor/s  desire  on  her  losing  a  fovourite  piping  Bull-finoh,  whidi 
was  buried  under  a  rose-tree  at  AmpthiH  The  lines  I  think  yoa 
never  saw,  and  it  is  a  great  presumption  to  send  poetxy  from  the 
sexton  of  Parnassus  to  the  high-priest ;  it  is  folly  too  to  send  sooh 
poetry  from  TufUnam,  butit  is  your  foult  not  mine  if  you  carried  off 
all  Mr.  Pope's  inheritance,  and  left  me  as  poor  a  bard  as  the 
beUman,  fptevaicL 

AU  flMh  is  grtai,  and  lo  are  feethen  too : 
Findiea  mut  die,  m  well  m  I  or  yoa. 
Beneath  a  damask  rose  in  good  old  agtb 
Here  lies  the  tenant  of  a  noble  oage  : 
For  forty  moona  he  cbarm'd  his  lady's  ear. 
And  piped  obedient  oft  as  she  drew  near. 
Though  now  stretch'd  oat  a|K>n  a  daj-oold  blaCi 
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Bot  wlien  ike  faM*  dtfOl  flag«oleil  ilidl  Moiid, 
And  imiM  aU  dicky-biidi  from  holy  groond. 
This  little  oorpee  again  its  wings  ehiUl  prone. 
And  sing  etenially  tlie  selfHwnie  tnne^ 
From  ercrlaating  nlg^i  to  eferiaeting  nooiL* 

When  I  send  yon  these  lines  to  proTe  that  I  do  not  totally  want 
an  ear,  I  put  myself  in  mind  of  ^  story  of  Mr.  Baftor,  who^  yisiting  a 
lady  who  neyer  stiis  ont  of  London,  and  asking  her  if  she  never  went 
into  the  coxmtryy  she  replied,  **No;  but  I  have  lately  got  something 
rural^  I  have  bought  a  cookoo-olook." 


lira  TO  THB  oouimBB  or  obsort. 

Strawberry  HiU,  SqpL  27, 1783. 

The  last  I  heaxd  of  flie  plan  (tf  tlieir  EBghnesses  of  Gloaoester 
-wasy  that  they  intended  to  winter  in  Provence:  if  they  have 
changed  thdr  purpose,  it  is  more  than  I  know,  l^e  CSbnrohills 
were  delij^ted  with  Nanqy ;  bat  then,  I  think,  King  Stanislas  was 
Hving ;  now,  I  condude,  both  Nanoy  and  LimeviUe  are  fiJlen  into 
the  state  of  other  little  capitals  that  have  become  appendices  to 
greater,  are  grown  poorer,  and  keep  up  a  melancholy  Idnd  of  pride 
in  lamenting  tiie  better  days  they  remember.  But,  Madam,  why 
are  yon  inquisitive  about  Nancy  f  I  fear  you  cast  a  look  that  way  I 
I  diall  be  very  sorry  t  It  is  the  sad  lot  of  long  life  to  outlive  one's 
friends :  but  must  I  part  with  them  before  I  goP  Well,  the  less 
one  has  to  regret,  perhaps  the  easier  is  the  passage;  indeed,  tny 
pleasures  are  already  not  too  ecstatic. 

The  bark,  as  your  Ladyship  says  happened  in  your  neighbourhood, 
did  cure  my  fever,  indeed  like  a  spell ;  I  took  a  dose  but  two  hours 
before  I  went  to  bed,  and  yet  slept  all  nighi  I  cannot  say  my 
rheumatimn  is  as  tractable ;  it  maintains  its  post  like  Gteneral  Elliot, 
and  I  suppose  will  not  remove  till  superseded  by  GK>vemor  Gk)ui 

I  never  saw  Apethorpe,'  Madam,  nor  is  your  account  inviting. 
Old  mansions  papered  and  laid  open  are  like  modem  ancient  ladies 

'  Thia  ia  printed  in  Walpole'a  Worka,  toI.  It.  p.  889,  together  wltk,— 

On  the  other  Bulf/Uuh,  buried  in  the  eameplaee. 

Beneath  the  aame  boah  reata  hia  brother ; 

Wliat  senrea  for  one  will  aerve  for  t'other. — Cuhvuohail 

'  Lord  Weatmoreland'a,  in  Northamptonahire. — Cvmmimqeau, 
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in,  Polo9kn9e8  BSii  inSi  bue  hbqIb;  iliejr  sie neitfier  respectable udt 
oomlbriabley  but  make  one  wish  them  demolished  and  changed  h 
younger  stmctares.  The  fofode  ot  Peterborough  is  noble,  and  in 
great  taste ;  I  have  seen  it  twice. 

I  did  not  know  who  were  the  competitorB  for  the  Tioe-embaaey: 
the  papeiB  named  Mr.  Btorer.  Mr.  Gibbon,  I  heard,  was  going 
abroad  for  three  yeaie;  but,  as  yon  see,  Madam,  I  can  only  ansvor 
your  qnestioiis  by  pleading  ignoranoe,  I  should  not  be  leas  informed 
if  I  lived  in  Siberia ;  ni^,  there  new  exiles  wonld,  at  least,  tell  me 
what  had  passed  sinoe  my  time;  but  the  strangers  that  visit  my 
dwelling  I  do  not  even  exchange  a  word  with ;  and  whatever  Ae 
papers  tell  me  rather  creates  in  me  disbelief.  I  remember  how  fid» 
they  were  when  I  liTcdin  the  woiid,  and  I  haye  not  yet  follen  into 
that  conmion  practice  of  the  ancient,  to  believe  them  only  because  I 
knownothing  more  true.  Indifference  and  content  I  believe  are,  as 
well  as  age^  the  causes  of  my  want  of  curiosity.  I  like  the  praeeot 
Administration^  and  would  not  have  it  changed;  bnt  die  Vw^'^?«**^ 
state  of  this  ccuntiry  makes  me  rather  avoid  all  thoughts  of  pohtia. 
My  English  a  selfidi  pride  is  mortified  at  seeing  the  deoadmwi  d 
our  empiie.  While  I  was  angry  at  the  aathovB,  resentmaot  sened 
for  spirits— now  I  am  numbed  and  careless. 

Others,  I  find,  have  not  contracted  my  torpor,  nor  ia  it  tistaiil 
that  the  young  shoukL  They  seem  as  eager  for  honoan  as  whsn 
!we  were  at  our  meridian ;  but Icouldnot  help  smiling  at  the  King^s 
showering  Irish  peerages.  Is  not  it  a  little  like  the  old  IVeteadtf 
.comforting  himself  for  the  loss  of  a  orown  by  bestowing  pinchbedc 
coronetsP  I  wish  some  of  the  engineers  of  the  American  war  were 
to  be  created  dukes  of  New  England,  and  earls  of  Boston  and 
CSiarieston ;  and  that  since  they  have  been  so  unlike  the  Bemans, 
who  acquired  the  titles  of  Afrioani  for  oonqueiing  hostile  countries, 
our  Machiaveb  were  to  be  denominated  from  the  provinces  that  thqr 
have  lost 

Have  you  seen  Lord  Aldboroug^'s  foolish  and  contemptible 
pamphlet,  MadamP  As  his  wife  could  not  persuade  me  to  print  her 
fother's  works,  and,  though  no  peer,  enrol  him  amongst  the  NoUe 
Authors,  I  suppose  she  determined  her  lord  should  be  one  in  spite  of 
my  teeih,  and  in  spite  of  Nature^s  too.  Siie  is  welccmie,  for  I  am 
out  of  the  scrape;  I  keep  no  register  of  living  scribblers.  The 
sextons  of  next  age  may  bury  tiie  dead  of  this. 
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sm.    TO  SIR  HOBACB  KXKS. 

Thoxtqh  I  enclosed  a  letter  to  you  for  Mr.  Morioe  about  three 
weeks  ago,  I  cannot  pretend  to  Iiaye  written  to  yon  rinoe  the  Ist 
of  September.  The  canse  of  my  nlenoe  lasts  stflli— 4t  total  want  of 
matter ;  and  lihongli  my  ptmctual  oonscienoe  acKJoins  me  to  b^ia 
a  letter  to  you,  it  will  have  a  hard  task  to  make  me  ftdsb  it  The 
Peace  has  closed  tiie  chapter  of  important  news,  wfaidi  was  all  ocff 
correspondence  liyed  on.  My  age  makes  me  almost  as  igncnrant  of 
common  occurrences  as  yonr  endless  absence  has  imde  yoiL  I 
cannot  concern  myself  in  ^at  people,  who  might  be  my  grand- 
children, do.  The  &tal  American  war  has  so  lowiDred  my  oomxby, 
that  I  wish  to  think  of  it  as  little  as  I  do  of  the  youQi  of  the  timet. 
My  common-sense  tolls  me  that  I  cannot  belong  to  a  new  age ;  iemd 
my  memory,  {bat  I  did  belong  to  a  bettnr  flian  flie  present  Th«s  I 
interest  myself  in  nothing ;  andwhoever  is  indfferent,  is  ill  qualified 
jbr  a  correspondent  You  mnst  make  allowance  for  ttrjr  pressiit 
insipidity,  in  consideration  of  my  past  service.  •  I  luwe  beoEi  your 
fiiithfai  intelligencer  for  two-and-forty  years.  I  do  not  take  my 
leave ;  but,  in  a  dearth  of  events  sudh  as  you  would  wish  to  know, 
do  not  wonder  if  my  letters  are  less  frequent  It  would  be  tiresome 
to  both  to  repeat  that  I  have  nothing  to  say.  Would  you  give  a 
straw  to  have  me  copy  the  '  Gazette,'  which  you  see  as  well  as  I, 
only  to  tell  you  there  are  nine  new  Irish  Lords  and  Ladies,  of  whom 
I  never  saw  the  persons  of  three  P 

I  have  complained  to  Mr.  Duane  of  the  indecent  inaction  of 
Sharpe  and  Lucas :  he  thinks  it  as  extraordinary  as  I  do,  and  has 
promi^  to  reprove  them. 

Not  being  worth  another  paragraph  in  the  worid,  I  shall  postpone 
my  letter  till  next  week,  and  carry  it  with  me  to  town  on  Monday. 
Not  that  I  expect  to  learn  anything  there  or  then.  London  is  a 
desert  the  moment  the  shooting  season  begins,  and  continues  so  to 
the  middle  of  November  at  least  In  my  younger  days  I  have  been 
▼ery  barren  in  autumn  in  time  of  peace^ 

I  have  lately  been  putting  together  into  a  large  yotome  a  coUedioa 
of  portrait-prints  of  aU  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  Letters,  of 
Madame  deS^vign^;  of  whom  for  many  years  I  have  been  amafwing 
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engraTingBy  and  of  whom  I  haTe  got  a  great  niimber.  Iwidi^flien- 
fbiOy  you  would  send  me  a  sing^  piinty  if  you  can  prooure  a  aepanfe 
one,  of  the  Great-Dochass,  wife  of  Ooenno  flie  Third,  and  daiightBr 
of  Ghusion  Duke  of  Orleansy  that  absurd  woman,  of  whom  so  much  ii 
said  in  the  new  History  of  the  MedieL  I  ha^e  her  amongst  tibe 
other  heads  of  the  Medioi,  but  do  not  oare  to  mang^  the  set  Too 
probably  can  obtain  one  firam  the  engrayer ;  but  do  not  give  yourself 
any  trouble,  nor  pay  a  straw  nu»e  than  it  is  worth.  If  yon  obtain 
one,  send  it  by  any  traveller  ooming  to  England.  I  trast  you  wiD 
have  no  ocoasion  to  send  a  courier.  Let  us  rejoice,  my  dear  sir,  that 
you  have  no  such  occasion,  and  that  I  have  so  little  to  sajr.  I  hqie 
we  shall  neither  blunder  into  new  matter,  nor  that  our  foregoiiig 
errors  may  be  attended  by  new  events  t  Never  was  my  ftther^i 
QiManmmavere  established  into  a  maxim  that  ought  to  be  a  lesscm 
to  politicians,  so  much  as  by  the  ATnerican  war.  It  has  aireadff  cost 
us  our  Oobnies  and  doubled  our  debt. 

Learning  nothing  in  town,  I  send  this  away  to  prove  to  you  that 
I  have  no  disposition  to  relax  our  correspondence;  but,  as  it  ii 
foolish  to  give  only  negative  proofs,  be  assiued,  if  my  intervals  are 
longer,  that,  like  a  good  husband  long  married,  my  constancy  is  not 
impaired^  though  I  may  not  be  so  regular  in  my  demonstraticns  m 
tonnerlj. 

PJ3.  I  have  heard  nothing  of  the '  Fatti  FamesianL* 


8278.    TO  THB  COU27TBSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

StroMiberrp  HiU,  OeL  f,  1788L 

Madam  my  Lady,  you  have  set  me  a  task  that  poses  me,  axid  I 
must  go  and  rub  up  my  memory.  No  wonder  I  didnotspeak  of  tibe 
*  Walpoliana' — ^why,  it  is  two  or  three  years  since  it  was  printed, 
and  I  had  quite  forgot  it.  I  saw  it  on  a  person's  table,  and  was 
interrupted  before  I  had  finished  the  last  two  pages ;  I  found  it  sucn 
a  flimsy  thing,  that  I  never  inquired  after  it  more.  I  can  now  not 
recollect  enough  to  gi^e  jrou  much  account  of  it.  All  I  do  recollect 
is,  that  I  thought  it  like  all  the  other  water-gruel  that  Lord  Hard- 
wioke  has  published,  only  with  this  merit,  that  tha  former  insipid 
messes  were  doled  about  in  leaden  kettles,  and  this  is  oontained  in  a 
pewter  firkin.    It  is  told  with  the  gossiping  importance  of  an  old 
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Btory-tdlery  irho  lores  to  lepeat  wbjii  he  has  seen  or  heard,  without 
judging  whether  his  anecdotes  are  ivorih  hearing.  The  only  passage 
of  oonseqnenoe  that  I  remeiaber  is  the  manner  of  my  firfher's  getting 
the  better  of  Lord  Wilmington  at  tibe  late  Sing's  accession ; '  and 
that  is  represented  with  the  utmost  ignorance  of  all  tibe  ciroam- 
■tances  that  made  it  earions. 

If  it  was  Lord  Grantham  that  wanted  to  know  my  opinion^  pray 
don't  tell  him  how  poor  a  dab  I  think  it,  for  I  Uke  Lord  Ghrantham, 
and  do  not  want  to  acquaint  him  that  I  tbink,  as  he  must  do  in  his 
hearty  that  bis  papa  is  an  old  Goody,  and  never  was  any  better — 
which  he  may  not  suppose ;  besides,  the  thing  is  a  yery  harmlesH 
thing,  and  would  really  berery  wdl  for  any  old  serrantof  my  fcither 
to  have  written,  who  was  proud  of  boasting  of  what  his  master  had 
said  to  him  or  before  him. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  that  your  Ladyship's  JEquipSe  to  Nancy  is  not 
determined ;  however,  I  will  not  lose  my  '  De  Tristibus '  that  I  had 
prepared  on  the  occasion.  I  remember  a  Mr.  Seward  (fcither  of  the 
present  muse  of  Lichfield "),  who  was  trayelling  goyemor  to  Lord 
Charles  Eitsroy,  who,  falling  dangerously  ill  at  Gtenoa,  and  being 
saved,  as  Kentor  thought,  by  Dr.  Shadwell,  the  governor  whipped 
up  to  his  chamber  and  began  a  complimentary  Ode  to  his  physician ; 
but  was  called  down  before  it  was  finished,  on  his  pupil's  relapse, 
who  did  die ;  however,  the  bard  was  too  much  pleased  with  the 
d&nU  of  his  poem  to  throw  it  away,  and  so  finished  it,  though  his 
gratitude  had  been  still-bom. 

My  lamentaticm  is  no  ode ;  and  tiiough  I  hope  its  foxmdation  will 
be  still-bom  too,  yet  being  perfected  before  I  knew  so  much,  you  shall 
have  it,  as  I  bdieve  it  much  superior  to  Mr.  Seward's  Pindaric. 
Mine  is  Dei  CaupleU,  in  imitation  of  Monsieur  de  Ooulanges,  who 
had  a  marvellous  fiEusility  of  writing  foolish  songs  and  epigrams  on 
any  or  no  occasion,  and  I  fiatter  myself  that  I  have  caught 
manner  very  happily  :— 


I  loT»  and  btte  Kuflj, 
B«etiMe  my  detr  KaiMj 

Hu  taken  a  iSHiqr 

To  1mt»  bm  ISnr  Kaimj. 


>  See  ToL  L  p.  ez?L— CmnmiaHAiL 

'  The  Ber.  Thonae  Seward,  fittlMr  of  Anna  SeFard.    See  toL  UL  |»i  ISS.— 

Ov«HIH«BAM. 
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Mils  pv&wi  U  Mi  ftiapi, 
Je  nldmerai  Nanoy, 
Qae  qnand  ma  diere  Vaaej 
BtftondH^dtt  JTfliqf. 

mtiiml'Us^b^diWii 
Unlen  that  perclKULoe  I 
Bhoold  find  a  new  Kan^, 
And  then  I  wiU  fuiex, 
Vlillii  Wa  rm  mono  de^  Ui#|i  I  ir.a8  in  mj  inn's  eyt. 

My  dear  old  French  woman  [Madame  da  Beffand]  wonld  haye 
adced  me  to  what  tone  it  was  set,  and  would  have  insisted  on  mj 
flinging  it.  I  should  have  told  her  to  *  Oolin's  C!omplainty'  or  '  AH 
in  the  Downs ; '  and  that  though  I  oonld  not  sing,  Mr.  Crawford 
eonldy  and  then  she  would  be  charmed  with  iL  If  yonr  Ladyship  is 
no^  I  will  make  you  amends  by  a  story,  with  whidi  I  defy  yon  not 
to  be  delighted. 

At  the  neighbonzing  village  of  Teddington  lives  a  Oaptaui 
Presoott^  who  is  not  only  a  tar,  but  pitch  and  brimstone  too.  Two 
or  three  years  ago  (he  is  near  fifty)  he  married  a  be&utifiil,  sensible 
young  woman*  daughter  of  the  minister  of  Portsmouth,  who  gave 
her  2500/.  Trinculo  spoil  used  her  iuhuma,n1y,  beat  her,  had  a  child 
by  her,  thrasfied  her  agoin :  *  she  was  agoin  three  months  gone  wiih 
child,  and  then  he  beat  her  so  unmercifully,  that  a  young  footman  who 
had  lived  fiye  years,  with  him,  could  not  bear  to  be  witness  to  so  muoh 
brutality,  left  him,  and  has  since  lived  a  year  with  Mrs.  Clive,  who 
.finds  hW  the  best  servant  she  ever  had.  Poor  Mrs.  Trmcnlo's 
.sufferings  continuing^  i^he  resolved  ^  run  away,  and  by  the  fi>otman's 
assistance  did»  and  got  to  London.  Her  &ther  and  friends  came 
up,  and  made  her  swea^  the  peace  against  her  husband.  The  cause 
was  heard  before  Lord  Mansfield.  Mrs.  dive's  servant  was 
summoned  as  a  witness.  The  Ohief  Justice  asked  him  if  he  had  not 
been  aiding  and  abetting  to  his  former  mistress's  escape.  He  said. 
Yes,  he  had.  '' You  had! ''said  my  Lord, ''what,  do  you  confbss  that 
you  helped  your  master^s  wife  to  elope P"  ''Yes,  my  Lord," 
replied  the  lad,  "  and  yet  my  master  has  never  thanked  me ! " 
"  Thanked  you ! "  said  Lord  Mansfield,  "  thanked  you  t  what,  fiir 
being  an  accomplice  with  a  wife  against  her  husband?"    "My 
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For  lore  and  war  take  tnrna,  like  day  and  night"— £fO<^rt6.~Wii«vT. 
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Lofd,**  said  flie  lad, ''  if  I  had  ii0t»  ha  wrndd  have  aiiiidered  her; 
and  then  he  would  have  been  hanged."  The  Oomt  laughed.  Lord 
Mansfield  was  ehanned  wifli  the  lad's  ooolnesB  and  wit,  and  if  yonr 
Ladyship  is  not,  I  hope  yon  will  ne?«r  hear  anything  better  tluvn 
H.  de  Ooalanges*s  poetry* 


P.S.  I  never  saw  the  present  Doe  de  Boutton  i  I  knew  his  wife, 
then  Prinoesse  de  1\uende,  a  grate,  ssnsiUe  woman,  who  I  believe 
is  dead.  I  am  g^  when  any  E^reneh  arrive  and  expose  themselTSS 
here,  that  we  may  hare  semeOiing  to  set  against  all  the  artides  thai 
they  ean  produce  against  our  fools. 
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StnmAmrr^  ffiU,  OeL  11, 1781 

Mt  iheomatifiDii,  I  fliank  your  Lordsinp,  is  oertainly  better,  though 
not  quite  gone.  It  was  very  troublesome  at  night  till  I  took  Ihe 
bark :  but  AbA  medieine  indues  me  sleep  like  opium.  But  I  will 
say  no  more  about  it,  nothing  is  so  troublesome  as  to  talk  of 
chronical  complaints  t  has  one  any  right  to  draw  on  the  compassion 
of  othen^  when  one  must  renew  ^  address  daily  and  for  monthsP 

The  aspect  of  Lrdand  is  tery  tempestuous.    I  doubt  they  will 

hurt  us  materially  wiiiumt  ben^tting  themselves.    If  they  obtain 

▼ery  short  parfiaments,  fliey  will  hurt  themselves  more  flian  us,  by 

introducing  a  conftunon  fliat  wiU  prevent    Iheir    improvements. 

Whatever  country  does  adopt  short  parliaments,  will,  I  am  entirely 

p^suaded,  be  finroed  to  recur  to  ^eir  former  practioe ;  I  mean,  it 

the  disorders  introduced  do  not  produce  despotism  of  some  sort 

or  other.    I  am  very  sorry  Mr.  Mason  ccmcurs  in  trying  to  revive 

the  Associations.    Methinks  our  state  is  so  deplorable,  that  every 

healing  measure  ought  to  be  attempted  instead  of  innovations.    For 

myownpart,I  expect  nothing  but  distractions,  and  am  not  concerned 

to  be  so  old.     I  am  so  old,  that^  were  I  disposed,  to  noveltiefl^  I 

should  think  they  little  became  my  age.    I  should  be  ashamed, 

when  my  hour  dnU  eeme*  to  be  caught  in  a  riot  of  country  'squires 

and  parsons,  and  narangulng  a  mob  with  a  shaking  head.    A  leader 

of  foction  ought  to  be  young  and  vigorous.    If  an  aged  gentleman 

does  get  an  ascendant,  he  may  be  sure  that  younger  men  are  counting 

on  his  exit,  and  only  flatter  him  to  succeed  to  his  influence,  while 

they  are  laughing  at  his  misplaced  activity.    At  least,  these  would 
voik  vnx.  ■  ■ 
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be  my  ihongbtsy  who  of  all  Hdags  dread  heang  a  Jest  to  Cbe  jaTenOiv 
if  they  find  me  out  of  my  sphere. 

I  have  seen  Lord  Carlisle's  play,'  and  it  has  a  great  deal  of  merit 
—perhaps  more  than  your  Lordship  would  ezpeot  The  language 
and  images  are  the  best  part,  after  the  two  principal  scenes,  which 
are  really  fine. 

I  did»  as  your  Ladyship  knows  and  says^  always  like  and  esteem 
Lady  FitzwOliam.  I  scaroe  know  my  lord;  but»  firam  what  I  have 
heard  of  him  in  the  House  of  Lords,  have  concehred  a  good  opinion 
of  his  sense :  of  his  oharacter,  I  never  heard  any  ill ;  which  is  a 
great  testimonial  in  lus  JATOur,  when  there  are  so  many  horrid 
characters,  and  when  all  that  are  conspicuous  have  their  minutest 
actions  tortured  to  depose  against  them. 

You  may  be  sure,  my  dear  Lord,  thai  I  heartily  pity  Lady  Straf- 
ford's and  your  loss  of  four-legged  Mends.  Sense  and  fidelity  are 
wonderful  recommendations ;  and  when  one  meets  with  them,  and 
can  be  confident  that  one  is  not  imposed  upon,  I  cannot  think 
that  the  two  additional  l^gs  are  any  drawbacL  At  least  I  know 
tibat  I  have  had  Mends  who  would  never  have  vexed  or  betrayed 
me,  if  they  had  walked  on  all  fours. 

I  have  no  news  to  send  your  Lordship ;  indeed,  I  inquire  for 
none,  nor  wish  to  hear  any.  Whence  is  any  good  to  come  P  I  am 
every  day  surprised  at  hearing  people  eager  for  news.  K  there  ia 
any,  they  are  sure  of  hearing  ii  How  can  one  be  curious  to  know 
one  does  not  know  what ;  and  perpetually  curious  to  know  ?  Has 
one  nothing  to  do  but  to  hear  and  relate  something  new  ? — And  why 
can  one  care  about  nothing  but  what  one  does  not  knowP  And  why 
is  every  event  worth  hearing,  only  because  one  has  not  heard  it  f 
Have  not  there  be^i  changes  enough  P  divorces  enough  P  bank- 
ruptcies and  robberies  enough  P  and,  above  all,  lies  enough  P — ^No ; 
or  people  would  not  be  every  day  impatient  for  the  newspaper.  I 
own,  I  am  glad  on  Sunday  when  there  is  no  paper,  and  no  fi^esa 
lies  circulating.  Adieu,  my  good  Lord  and  Lady  I  May  you  loi:g 
enjoy  your  tranquillity,  undisturbed  by  villany,  folly,  and  madnesR  I 

*  *  The  VaUi«ri  BeTenge.'— OonriMBJUS 
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sari.    TO  TUB  00UVTBS8  OF  08S0BT. 

StrUh^  Sqmure,  (kt  18, 1789. 

I  vsvxB  think  myself  in  fhe  wrong  in  writing  nonsense.  Sense 
seldom  tuxns  to  any  aoconnt,  especially  to  a  writer.  Your  Ladyship 
strengthens  me  in  my  opinion.  I  sent  yon  some  exceedingly  foolish 
Aymesy  and  they  produced  very  pretty  ones  in  retom,  and  fall  of 
meaning.  Do  you  think  I  will  not  adhere  to  my  tenet?  I  only 
write  this  to  thank  you,  not  to  offocer  you  again.  I  have  nothing  to 
say ;  and  onr  correspondence  shall  lie  dormant,  if  yon  please,  till  I 
haye  something  to  tell  yon  that  yon  might  not  hear  otherwise. 
I  will  answer  your  question  on  omens,  and  bid  you  good  night. 

Omens  I  do  not  pretend  to  explain,  and  for  this  very  good  reason, 
that  I  cannot  expound  that  which  you  have  sent  me.  If  they  have 
any  meaniM^,  they  must  have  had  a  mean^ ;  now,  if  the  meaner 
does  not  speak  to  be  understood,  I  take  him  to  be  a  very  silly  agentf 
and  I  conclude  so  the  more,  because  the  silliest  persons  are  those 
who  guess  his  meaning;  as  Charles  II.  said  of  a  fool,'  who  was  a 
popular  preacher  in  his  own  parish,  "  I  suppose  his  nonsense  suits 
their  nonsense.''  But,  though  I  cannot  guess  the  meaning  of  a 
tiling  without  meaning,  I  can  easily  tell  how  Lady  Grantham  would 
inteipret  the  omai,  for  a  silly  ugly  prude  must  know  what  she  would 
do,  if  she  were  her  grandmother's  picture,  and  could  do  the  only 
tiling  that  can  be  in  a  picture's  power,  tumble  down,  when  your 
Ladyship  was  present  I  hinve  a  female  relation,  who  is  a  mighty 
dealer  in  those  winks  which  she  thinks  Providence  tips  her  upon 
every  occasion ;  and,  thougb  they  never  come  to  pass,  she  does  not 
ffuspeet  that  Providence  is  making  a  fool  of  her— or  rather  made  her 
00  once  for  alL  I  wonder  I  am  not  a  greater  adept  at  interpretation, 
as  she  has  told  me  what  everything  in  the  world  9igmfie8,  except 
itself  for  expounders  of  prophecies  never  allow  a  prognostication  to 
have  any  first  meaning,  though  alwajrs  a  second. 

I  came  to  town  on  Wednesday,  to  get  rid  of  a  rheumatic  fever, 
whidi  had  returned  with  more  violence — and  I  have  found  the 

1  WooU^,  allennffdi  Biiliop  of  ClonliBrt.  The  sajing  ii  raUied  by  Bamei  (L  449, 
Sd.  lS2d>— ii  used  befoie  bj  Walpole  in  a  letter  io  Mann  of  blit  July,  1762,  (toL  It. 
p.  B,)  and  ailerwarda  told  to  Pinkerton,  who  has  liuierUsd  ii  in  hia  '  Walpoliaoa^'  foL  L 
p.  6S. — CuvviveHAM. 
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nostrum  suooeed.  It  is  most  unforttinate  for  me,  but  I  am  oonvmoed 
fliat  country  air  is  too  sharp  or  too  damp  for  me.  If  I  am  in  the 
least  out  of  order^  I  cannot  recover  but  in  London.  It  is,  at  this 
moment,  a  most  unpalatable  medicine ;'  I  h4ye  nowhere  to  go,  and 
have  aai  almost  akme  Ibirithe  whole  four  days.  I  shall  return  to 
Strawberry  on  Monday,  and  then  settle  hfio^  at  th§  TQry  b^;innpg 
ofnextmontlL    Mr.  Selwyn  eo]^e8  on  Tuesday^ 

VS.  I  direct  this  to  Ampihill,  as  I  conclude,  if  you  are  not  flier^ 
it  is  less  likely  to  miscarry,  than  if  it  w^t  to  fVuining- Woods,  and 
should  not  find  you  there. 


2276.    TO  LADT  BBOWNH 

JMbiey  Bipmrt,  Oct  12, 17S1 

Ab  it  is  not  fit  my  better-half  Aould  be  ignorant  of  fhe  state  of 
her  worse-half,  lest  tl^e  gossips  of  the  neighbourhood  should  suspect 
we  are  parted ;  let  them  know,  my  Ufe,  that  I  am  much  better 
to-day.  I  h(iye  had  a  good  d^^  of  fever,  and  a  bad  night  on  Wed- 
nesday;  but  the  last  was  much  better,  and  tiie  fever  is  mudi 
diminished  to-day.  In  short,  t  have  so  great  an  opinion  of  town- 
dried  air,  that  I  expect  to  be  well  enough  to  return  to  Twickenham 
cm  Monday ;  and»  if  I  do,  will  call  on  you  tiiat  evening ;  flioogh 
I  have  not  been  out  of  my  house  yei  Indeed,  it  is  tmfi)rtunate 
that  so  happy  a  couple,  who  have  never  exchanged  a  cross  word, 
and  who  nqght  claim  the  flitch  of  bacon,  cannot  be  well — Hie  one  in 
t6WB,  the  otiber  in  the  country. 

ttra.  vo  QoyxuroE  fowhalu 

Strawberry  HiO^  OdL  27, 1781 

.  I  AM  extremely  obliged  to  you»  Sir,  for  the  valuable  Qofnmipii- 
oation  made  to  me.*  li  is  extremely  so  to  me,  as  it  does  juatiee  to  • 
miQmry  I  levere  tg^  the  highest  degree ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  it 
would  be  aooeptable  to  that  part  of  the  world  that  loves  truth ;  and 
that  part  will  be  the  majority,  as  fajsA  as  they  pass  away  who  have 

• 

^  The  OoTemof'i  « GhAiMter  of  Sir  Bobert  Wilpole.'  liwfllbefiNmdaiiiioag  tUt 
original  papeiftin  Cozo^  Lilb  of  Sir  Robert— Wuoht.  Bee  LeMer  to  Cole  ef  M 
Jan.  1778,  in  toL  t.  p.  425.— CmnnneBAH. 
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an  interert  in  prelbrriDg  fidsdiooj^  Hsppalyi  brofli  is  longer^Uved 
than  &e  paasums  of  indiyiduals ;  and,  when  mankind  are  not  mialedy 
ihqr  can  distingiiish  white  firozn  bladk.  I  myself  do  not  pretend  to 
be  nnprejndioed ;  I  must  be  so  to  the  beet  of  fathers :  I  should  be 
ashamed  to  be  qnite  impaitiaL  No  wonder,  then.  Sir,  if  I  am 
greatly  pleased  with  so  aUe  a  justification;  yet  I  am  not  so  blinded, 
but  that  I  can  disoeam  solid  reasons  for  admiring  your  defence. 
You  have  placed  that  defence  on  sound  and  new  grounds ;  and, 
thong^  Tery  briefly,  hayo  very  learnedly  stated  and  distinguished 
the  landmarks  of  oar  ccmstitodiion,  and  ttie  encroachments  made  on 
it,  by  justly  referring  the  principles  of  Uberty  to  the  Saxon  system, 
and  by  imputing  the  commons  of  it  to  tiie  Norman.  This  was  a 
great  deal  too  deep  for  that  superfidal  mountebank,  Hume,  to  go ; 
for  a  mountebank  he  was.  He  mounted  a  system  in  the  garb  of  a 
philosophic  empiric^  but  dispensed  no  drugs  but  what  he  was 
autiiorised  to  Tend  by  a  royal  patent,  and  which  were  full  of 
Turkish  opium.  He  had  studied  nothmg  relative  to  the  English 
constitution  before  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  had  selected  her  most 
arbitrary  acts  to  countenance  those  of  the  Stuarts :  and  even  hers 
he  misr^resented;  for  her  worst  deeds  were  levelled  against  the 
nobility,  those  of  the  Stuarts  against  the  people.  Hers,  consequently, 
were  rather  an  obligation  to  the  people ;  ^  the  most  heinous  pajrt 
of  despotism  is,  that  it  produces  a  thousand  despots  instead  of  one. 
Huley  Moloch  cannot  lop  off  maiqr  heads  with  his  own  hands; 
at  least,  he  takes  those  in  his  way,  those  of  his  courtiers :  but  his 
bashaws  and  viceroys  spread  destractum  everywhere.  The  flimsy, 
ignorant,  blundering  manner  in  which  Hume  executed  the  reigns 
preceding  Henry  Vll.,  is  a  {ooof  how  little  he  had  examined  the 
history  of  our  OGoistitntion. 

I  could  say  nraoh,  much  more.  Sir,  in  commendation  of  your  woric, 
were  I  net  apprehcBBve  of  being  biassed  by  the  subject  Still,  thai 
it  would  not  be  from  flattery,  I  will  prove,  by  taking  the  Uberty  of 
making  two  objections ;  and  they  are  only  to  ^e  last  page  but  one. 
Perhaps  you  wOl  think  that  my  first  objection  does  show  fliat  I  am 
too  modi  biassed.  I  own  I  am  sony  to  see  my  father  compared  to 
Sylla.  The  latter  was  a  sanguinary  usurper,  a  monster ;  the  former 
the  nuldest,  most  forgiving,  best-natured  of  men,  and  a  /(^^^fo/ minister. 
-Nor,  I  fear,  will  the  only  light  in  which  you  compare  them,  stand 
the  test  Sylla  resigned  his  power  voluntarily,  insolently ;  perhaps 
timidly,  as  he  might  think  he  had  a  better  chance  of  dying  in  his 
bed,  if  he  retreated,  than  by  oontintung  to  rule  by  force.    My  fether 
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did  not  refire  by  his  own  option.  He  had  lost  the  majority  of  the 
House  of  Oommons.  SyUa,  yon  Say,  Sir,  retired  nnimpeadied ;  it 
is  tnie,  but  covered  with  blood.  My  father  was  not  inqfeachsd,  in 
our  strict  sense  of  the  word ;  but,  to  my  great  joy/  he  was  in  effect 
A  Secret  Committeei  a  worse  inquisition  than  a  jury,  was  named ; 
not  to  try  him,  but  to  sift  his  life  for  crimes :  and  out  of  suoh  a  juiy, 
chosen  in  the  dark,  and  not  one  of  whom  he  might  challenge,  he  had 
some  determined  enemies,  many  opponents,  and  but  two  he  could 
suppose  his  friends.  And  what  was  the  consequence  P  A  man 
charged  with  eveiy  state  crime  ahnost,  for  twenty  years,  was  prorea 
to  have  done— what?  Paid  some  writers  much  more  than  thej 
deserved,  for  having  defended  him  against  ten  thousand  and  tei 
thousand  libels,  (some  of  which  had  been  written  by  his  inquisitors,) 
all  which  libels  were  confessed  to  have  been  Ues  by  his  inquisitois 
themselves ;  for  they  could  not  produce  a  shadow  of  one  of  the 
crimes  with  which  they  have  charged  him!  I  must  own.  Sir,  I 
think  that  Sylla  and  my  father  ought  to  be  set  in  opposition  rather 
than  paralleled. 

My  other  objection  is  still  more  serious ;  and  if  I  am  so  happy  as 
to  convince  you,  I  shall  hope  that  you  will  alter  the  paragraph  ;  as 
it  seems  to  impute  something  to  Sir  Robert,  of  which  he  was  not 
only  most  innocent,  but  of  which,  if  he  had  been  guilty,  I  should 
think  him  extremely  so,  for  he  would  have  been  v^y  ungratefiil. 
You  sav  he  had  not  the  comfort  to  see  that  he  had  established  his 
own  family  by  anything  which  he  received  from  the  gratitude  of 
that  Hanover  &mily,  or  from  the  gratitude  of  that  country,  which 
he  had  saved  and  served  I  GK)od  Sir,  what  does  this  sentence  seem 
to  imply,  but  that  either  Sir  Bobert  himself,  or  his  frunily,  thought 
or  thiiik,  that  the  "Kings  Gteorge  I.  and  II.,  or  England,  were 
ungrateful  in  not  rewarding  his  services  P  Defend  him  and  us  from 
such  a  charge  I  He  nor  we  ever  had  such  a  thought.  Was  it  not 
rewarding  him  to  make  him  Prime  Minister,  and  maintain  and 
support  him  against  his  enemies  for  twenty  years  together  P  Did 
not  George  I.  make  his  eldest  son  a  peer,  and  give  to  the  &ther  and 
son  a  valuable  patent  place  in  the  Oustom-House  for  three  UvesP 
Did  not  Gteorge  II.  give  my  elder  brother  the  Auditor's  place,  and 
to  my  brother  and  me  other  rich  places  for  our  lives ;  for,  though  in 
the  gift  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  do  we  not  owe  them  to 
the  King  who  made  him  so  P  Did  not  the  late  King  make  my 
father  an  Earl,  and  dismiss  him  with  a  pension  of  4000/.  a-year  for 
his  life  P    Gould  he  or  we  not  think  these  ample  rewards  P    What 
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rapaobus  sckrdid  utetebes  mvft  he  and  we  hate  been,  and  be,  could 
we  entertain  sobh  an  idea  F  Ab  &r  haye  we  all  be^i  from  thinking 
him  negleeted  by  his  oovntry.  Did  not  his  oonntry  see  and  know 
iheae  lewaida  P  and  oould  it  think  these  rewards  inadequate  P 
Besides,  Sir,  great  as  I  hold  my  father's  senrioes,  they  were  solid  and 
ailent,  not  ostensihle*  They  were  of  a  kind  to  which  I  hold  your 
jnstifioation  a  more  suitable  reward  than  peeoniaiy  recompenses. 
To  haye  fixed  the  Honse  of  Hanover  on.  the  throne,  to  have 
maintained  this  country  in  peace  and  affluence  for  twenty  years, 
with  the  other  services  you  record,  Sir,  were  actions,  the  Mai  of 
which  must  be  illustrated  by  time  and  reflection;  and  whose 
splendour  has  been  brought  forwarder  than  I  wish  it  had,  by  com- 
parison with  a  period  very  dissimilar  I  If  Sir  Robert  had  not  the 
comfort  of  leaving  bis  fEunily  in  affluence,  it  was  not  imputable  to  his 
King  or  his  country.  Perhaps  I  am  proud  that  he  did  not  He 
died  forty  thousand  poumb  in  debt*  ThsA  was  the  wealth  of  a  man 
that  had  been  taxed  as  the  plunderer  of  his  country  I  Yet,  with  all 
my  adoration  of  my  father,  I  am  just  enough  to  own  that  it  was  his 
own  £Etult  if  he  died  so  poor.  He  had  made  Houghton  much  too 
magnificent  for  the  moderate  estate  which  he  left  to  support  it ;  and, 
as  he  never — ^I  repeat  it  with  truth,  never— gqt  any  money  but  in 
the  South  Sea  and  while  he  was  Paymaster,  bis  fondness  for  bis 
paternal  seat,  and  his  boundless  generosity,  were  too  expensive  for 
his  fortune.  I  will  mention  one  instance,  which  will  show  how  UtUe 
he  was  disposed  to  turn  the  fovour  of  the  Grown  to  his  own  profit 
He  laid  out  fourteen  thousand  pounds  of  bis  own  money  on 
Biohmond  New  Park.  I  could  produce  other  reasons  too  why  Sir 
Boberf  8  fonuly  weve  not  in  so  comfortable  a  situation,  as  the  world, 
deluded  by  misrepresentation,  might  expect  to  see  them  at  his 
death.  My  eldest  brother  had  been  a  very  bad  economist  during 
his  fother's  life,  and  died  himself  fifty  thousand  pounds  in  debt,  or 
more ;  so  that  to  this  day  neither  Sir  Edward  nor  I  have  received 
the  five  thousand  pounds  a-piece  which  Sir  Bobert  left  us  as  our 
fortunes.  I  do  not  love  to  charge  the  dead ;  therefore  will  only  say 
that  Lady  Orford  (reckoned  a  vast  fortane,  wMch  till  she  died  she 
never  proved,)  wasted  vast  sums ;  nor  did  my  brother  or  fother  ever 
receive  but  the  twenty  thousand  pounds  whidi  she  brought  at  first, 
and  which  were  spent  on  the  wedding  and  christening;  I  mean, 
including  her  jewels. 

^  Ths  lerj  nun  thai  Sir  Bobert  sft^e  for  hto  coUeetion  of  pictnrea. — OoaaiaoaAik 


tU  BOBMn  TlLPOin  UTfm.  [HM. 

.  I  beg  pardon.  Bir,  ta  tint  teAow  detifl,  nUi^  is  tamsMy, 
pertiapa  too  mmntelf.  troa ;  bo^  wbmi  I  took  the  Kbecty  vi  «a- 
trnting  any  part  of  a  v«k  idiicli  I  Mbail*  n  mudlL,  I  owed  it  to 
yon  and  to  myaelf  to  uaga  my  roBSoiu.  I  tmst  &uy  wiB  Mtitif 
yoQ;  and,  if  tlwy  do,  I  em  mre  yoa  trill  altor  «  pwagrRph  againit 
-whioli  it  ia  the  d«ty  of  dw  fiunily  to  exoUim.  Dear  aa  my  fiAer^ 
menuny  ia  to  my  Bonl*  I  oan  asrer  sabsraibe  to  tiu  pOaitioti  that  be 
ma  anreraided  by  tiw  Hoom  of  Haaorer. 


ISTT.    TO  OOTKBiroS  FOWKALk 

Arb<{«  J^MTW,  JTml  7.  1781 

Tov  moat  allow  me.  Sir,  to  repeat  my  ttiaaks  for  ttte  MOcHid  eopy 
<tf  your  tract  on  my  father,  and  for  your  great  ecodesocoaon  in 
eliding  the  two  pasBBgee  to  which  I  [n^Bmiied  to  objeci ;  and  -wtaA 
are  not  Mily  more  consonant  to  ezaotoess,  but,  I  hope,  no  diq)arag»- 
ment  to  the  pieoe.  To  me  tttey  are  qnito  aataafactoiy.  And  it  is  a 
oomfbrt  to  me  too,  that  what  I  begged  to  have  obanged  WM  not  any 
reflection  prejudicial  to  his  memory ;  but,  in  the  first  point,  a  parallel 
not  entirely  similar  in  oirtnmutaneee ;  and,  in  the  O&et,  a  sort  of 
censure  on  others  to  which  I  oonld  not  anbeoribe  With  all  my 
Tenaration  for  my  falher's  memory,  I  should  not  ranofautiwle  againat 
just  oensore  on  him.  Happily,  to  do  justioe  to  him,  most  imquHaoB 
oalomniea  on^t  to  be  removed ;  and  then  there  wonld  remain  nrt&n 
«nd  merits  enough,  bi  to  outweij^  human  orors,  horn  whidi  the 
beat  of  men,  like  lum,  cannot  be  ezonpt.  Let  his  eBemiee,  ay,  and 
hifl,;Hmdli  be  compared  with  him,  and  then  justioA  would  be  dtrne  I 
Your  essay.  Sir,  ynH,  I  hope,  aome  time  or  ottier,  dear  the  way  to 
his  vindioation.  It  points  out  the  true  way  of  ftratHiwing  hii 
bharacter ;  and  is  itself,  as  far  as  it  goes,  i 
what  an  obligation  it  must  be  to,  ^,  &a. 
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Mt    TO  fBS  BMT.  WILLIAM  MAftOXT. 

I  AX  glad  to  liav«  hieaid  firom  y  oa  tt  last  I  thought  yoa  had 
dn^iped  me ;  which  would  be  a  Httie  unkind^  as,  perhapSy  I  may  not 
long  be  a  ehorge  to  any  body.  I  hare  aoaice  enjoyed  two  days  of 
healtli  together  sinoe  I  saw  yon.  My  ihenmatism  is  not  gon%  and 
a  soiatLoa  finding  how  many  of  the  fiimily  were  established  with 
me  came  to  join  its  cousins.  In  shorty  my  decay  wears  as  many 
eonntenances  as  life  itself  does.  I  break  yery  sensibly  to  myself  in 
m^  respect— bat  enough  of  thai 

Yonr  committee  I  should  not  have  named  if  joa  did  not  When 
.1  found  we  difEered  in  opinionsi  I  said  no  more.  That  you  should 
be  tiled  of  them  does  not  surprise  me :  it  is  what  I  foresaw  would 
happen.  I  have  had  much  more  practice  of  that  sort  than  you.  I 
have  been  acquainted  with  Parties  all  my  life»  and  at  times  have 
been  far  engaged  in  them.  I  will  tell  you  a  reflection  I  made  in 
1766:  thai  U  is  vexatious  0pen  to  govern  Jbob :  and  as  vrnxMoua  not  to 
hatvs  fooh  enough  to  govern^ — ^which  perhaps  may  be  your  case.  I 
told  yoil  truly  above  a  year  ago,  that  I  would  meddle  no  more  with 
politics :  and  I  have  adhered  to  my  resolutioiL  I  saw  a  moment 
(which  I  had  long  despaired  of  seeing  aniTe)  thrown  away  by  the 
treacheiy  of  Lord  Shelbume^  and  I  had  not  youth  or  spirits  to 
lecommence  the  pursuit  Aftar  that,  when  his  folly  had  doile 
mischief  to  his  country  and  but  momentary  good  to  himself  I  saw 
that  two  parties  being  split  into  three  fiMsticouB,  it  must  happen  that 
two  of  them  would  unite ;  and  it  was  indrSerent  to  me  whether 
North,  Mansfield,  and  Loughborouj^  or  Thuriow,  Ihmdas^  Jenkinsott, 
and  Shelbume  were  to  be  adopted^— so  that  coalition  Aht  coalition^ 
one  is  as  bad  as  the  other.  As  I  have  no  views  to  serve,  no  personal 
resentments  to  gratify,  I  cannot  embrace  either  division,  when  all 
were  equally  guilty,  except  that  I  think  worst  of  the  traitor,  who 
{urevented  the  good  that  might  have  been  done  a  year  and  a  half  ago^ 
and  who  broke  the  former  Opposition  to  pieces.  I  must  die 
consistent  as  I  have  Uved,  and  cannot  bring  myself  to  say  that  either 
half  of  the  criminals  deserved  to  be  hanged,  and  the  other  half  to  be 
pardoned. 

But  do  you  know  that  I  suspect  jrour  having  a  graver  reason  than 
you  mention  for  being  disgusted  P     Indeed,  I  flatter  myself  you 
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had,  as  in  that  offenoe  I  should  heartily  oonoar  with  yon :  it  is  on  t 
point  in  which  we  have  ever  agreed.  Ton  oannot  approve  a  oone 
spondenoe  with  a  Popish  army ;  yon  cannot  belieTe  that  an  army  of 
40y000  men,  30,000  of  whom  are  Papists,  are  fit  instraments  to 
reform  a  Protestant  constitntion,  to  establish  Hberty,  or  to  protect 
the  property  of  Protestants  to  which  Roman  Oattiolics  think  thqr 
liave  a  better  title.  Ton,  whose  sentiments  of  him.  I  know,  cannot 
coale9c&  with  the  prelatio  Earl  [Herrey,  Earl  of  Bristol  and  Bishop 
of  Berry],  nor  wish  sncoess  to  a  toleration  which  you  so  mncb  con- 
demned, which  was  devised  by  the  Conrt,  and  was  infosed  into  our 
fiiends,  and  is  at  this  moment  londly  avowed  and  enoonraged  by  ooe 
of  whom  I  am  sure  you  do  not  think  welL  No  diange  of  times  or 
persons,  no  heterogeneous  commixture  of  the  partisans  that  lead 
jGsictions,  can  authorise  or  justify  an  adoption  of  Catholics  into  ciril 
Government.  This  has  ever  been— ever  will  be  my  ruling  primqile. 
Papists  and  Uberty  are  contradictions,  and  so,  I  fear,  it  will  too  soon 
appear  I 

When  I  am  in  so  grave  a  strain,  I  will  pass  to  the  latter  pait  of 
your  letter  beft>rel  reply  to  other  passages  in  the  former  part  Ton 
amaze  me  by  even  supposing  that  the  Epitaph  I  sent  you  could 
allude  to  the  immortality  of  the  souL  Believe  me,  I  think  it  is  as 
serious  a  subject  as  you  do,  nor,  I  am  sure,  did  you  ever  Hear  me 
treat  it  lightiy.  The  three  last  Unes,  which  justly  offimded  you,  if 
you  so  interpreted  them,  were  intended  to  laugh  at  the  absord  idea 
of  the  beatified  sitting  on  golden  thrones,  and  chanting  etenal 
Allelujahs  to  golden  harps.  When  men  ascribe  tiieir  own  puerile 
conceptions  to  the  Almighty  Author  of  all  things,  what  do  they  but 
prove  that  their  visions  are  of  human  invention  ?  What  can  be 
more  ridiculous  than  to  suppose  that  Omnipotent  Gkx>dnees  and 
Wisdom  created,  and  will  select  the  most  virtuous  of  its  creatures  to 
sing  his  praises  to  all  eternity  P — it  is  an  idea  that  I  should  think 
could  never  have  entered  but  into  the  head  of  a  King,  who  might 
delight  to  have  his  courtiers  sing  Birth-Day  Odes  for  ever. 

I^ybe  assured  that  Inever  trifle  on  so  solemn  anddear  an  interest 
as  the  immortality  of  the  soul;  though  I  do  not  subscribe  to  every 
childish  and  fantastic  employment  that  silly  people  have  chalked  oi^ 
for  it.  There  is  no  word  in  any  language  eipressive  enough  finr  the 
adoration  and  gratitude  we  owe  to  the  Author  of  All  Qood  I  An 
eternity  of  praises  and  thanks  is  due  to  Him  ;  but  are  we  thence  to 
infer  ^t  thai  is  the  sole  tribute  in  which  he  will  delight,  and  the 
sole  occupation  he  destines  for  beings  on  whom  he  has  bestowed 
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thought  and  reason  P  The  Epitaph  did  not  deserve  half  a  line  to  be 
said  on  it;  but  yonr  criticismy  indeed  your  misoonoeption  of  it,  will 
excuse  my  saying  so  much  in  my  own  justifloation.*  It  is  no 
irreligion  to  smile  at  a  chorister's  notions  of  Paradise.  Perhaps  I, 
on  my  side^  may  have  misunderstood  you  too— forgive  me  if  I  have ; 
but  yon  do  not  seem  so  serious  on  the  Tragedy  you  have  been 
writing  as  I  wish  you  were.  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  you  was  in 
earnest  One  of  my  most  fervent  wishes  has  long  been  that  you 
would  ezeicise  more  freqnently  the  verve  that  is  so  eminently  marked 
as  your  dharaoteristio  talent :  your  neglect  of  it  is  one  of  my  quarrels 
to  your  Association.  Ten  thousand  and  ten  thousand  reasons  forbid 
your  rising  to  illustrious  fSune  as  secondary  leader  of  a  County 
meeting;  you  have  but  to  shut  the  door  of  your  room  and  take  your 
pen  and  choose  your  place  on  Parnassus. 

I  will  dispense  with  your  improving  painting  and  music,  and 
^»rapo$9 1  thank  you  very  much  for  your  reoeipty  and  ten  times  more 
for  the  hopes  you  give  me  of  a  piotmre  by  your  hand;  in  short,  I  may 
be  an  cfficiousy  nay,  impertinent  zealot,  but  I  am  jealous  of  every 
thing  that  intercepts  your  renown.  I  have  that  partiality  for  a 
genuine  and  original  genius  that  I  cannot  bear  its  turning  to  tiie 
light  or  left.  To  n^veni  in  the  arts  as  you  have  done  in  both  those  I 
jhave  mentioned,  is  no  deviation,  but  newproofe  of  genius.  It  is  none 
when  you  tell  me  I  have  an  ear,  alas  I  it  is  what  I  most  sensibly 
felt  I  want,  but  I  shall  not  talk  on  so  poor  a  subject  as  myself,  and 
you  may  be  sure  I  am  sincere,  by  my  woreliip  of  Gray  and 
you.  Only  men  who  feel  their  own  inferiority  are  enthusiasts  to 
others. 

Thank  yon  for  your  corrected  Epitaph,  and  pray  tell  me  more  of 
your  Tragedy. 

P.S.  In  looking  again  at  your  letter,  I  find  you  are  to  be  at 
Tork  on  Tuesday,  llth,  consequently  will  set  out  on  the  10th,  and 
then  this  might  not  find  you  at  Aston  or  Tork,  if  directed  to  the  one 
or  the  other ;  therefore,  as  it  contains  nothing  that  will  not  keep 
cold,  I  shall  not  despatch  it  till  Monday,  when  it  is  sure  of  finding 
you  resident  at  York. 

>  This  portion  of  ilie  letter  was  printed  by  MiM  Beny  in  Walpole*!  Woiiu,  toI.  It. 
p.  390,  M  a  note  to  the  Epitaph.— CuMivaHAx. 
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nrt^  TO  VBE  oouimn  ow  osdOBT. 

BeHbeUy  Square^  Ncm,  8, 178IL 

I  DoraTi  Mftdftwii  ihttt  lAen  I  do  go  to  fitrawbeny^  I  ifaall  not  be 
aUe  to  discover  the  lady  who  <ywils  the  tree  and  five  of  hearts  It 
teems  to  be  a  G^noati  eoat-ef-ama,  and  my  heraUiy  does  not 
extend  so  fiMr.  If  I  kiiew  the  name  of  iiie  Tillage  wbeie  the 
buildings  that  soondsi  as  if  designed  for  a  chapel,  sfeandB,  one  msj 
perhaps  find  some  mention  of  it  in  Dogdale  or  Tanner* 

My  rhemnatiism  and  its  appendages  are  mnidi  better,  tiiank  your 
Ladyship,  for  tl^  waml  atmosphere  of  London.  They  made  me 
afraid  to  venture  to  Mrs.  Hobart's  play,  for  though  I  have  always 
been  brave  about  the  gout,  the  rheumatism  has  made  me  a  great 
ooward«  The  firat  goes  when  it  has  had  its  swing,  and  does  not 
xetom,  till,  like  a  comet,  it  has  made  its  revolution*  The  other  nuqr 
never  leave  one,  or  come  back  the  day  after  it  has  disaj^eared; 
however,  as  mine  seems  to  be  pat  upon  the  estaUinhment,  I  shall 
talk  no  more  of  ii 

The  town  is  so  empty,  or  rather  I  have  lost  so  audiyof  blV 
acquaintance,  that  I  have  scarce  seen  anybody  Binee  I  eaase.  I 
have  not  heard  a  Irerd  of  Lmd  Spenoer's  vriU,  nor  of  tte  lelio^  btft 
that  she  is  retired  to  St.  Alban's.  • 

My  chief  entertainment  has  been  in  reading  the  mutual  philippiei 
of  Messrs.  Flood  and  Graitan,  who,  if  you  believe  ibeir  neeounts  of 
each  other,  are  very  honaurabh  men.  There  is  a  little  book  whick 
you  would  not  read  if  you  oould,  called  'ElegaatisBi  Lattai  Sermonis.' 
Hibernian  elegance  is  not  a  whit  behind  it  in  displaybig  ndnd 
truth,  though  of  another  kind.  Well  I  I  am  very  glad  th^  is  so 
much  animosity  amongst  them :  alas !  for  these  eight  or  ten  yean 
one  has  been  forced  to  wish  for  misohief  lest  wosrae  miadHef  should 
happen.  In  short,  I  have  found  out  that  the  love  of  one's  oountiy 
midces  one  a  wicked  animal,  and  hope  for  plagues  in  all  the  rest  of 
the  world  I 

Would  not  one  think.  Madam,  that  there  was  evil  enough  toward, 
and  that  quiet  I  might  escape  in  the  hurlyburlyP  Yet,  this  moniiug 
at  break&st,  I  was  salutoS  with  the  first  scene  of  my  old  trage(fy, 
all  sugared  over  with  comfits  like  a  twelfth-cake.  I  have  been 
writing  to  Mr.  Woodfall,  to  beg  to  buy  mjrself  out  of  his  daws,  and 
to  lecture  him  for  his  gross  compliments.    I  have  ever  laughod  when 
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I  haTd  seen  Hide  men  called  gr^^  and  I  «11  xMft  bear  to  be  ttade 
ridiculous  in  the  same  way. 

I  fbar  you  will  hear  mcdancholy  aoeounti  of  poet  Lady  W.,  but  it 
is  not  a  subject  foi  a  letter. 

Yoa  wff  we  ahaU  be  found  at  Aipthifl  till  after  OhiistmaSy 
probably.  I  am  veij  sorry  for  it,  tkongU  |i  HMla  comforted  by  the 
probahlgf  which  al  least  is  not  a  definitiTe  term.  The  long  erenings 
befbre  Christmas  are  just  flie  timd  ndien  I  most  "sAAi  your  Lac^fship 
bere,  as  ttien  cue' can  hare  aKttile  society  withoiit  a  mob.  In  spring 
everybody  i|  nmning  after  eterybody,  or  waiting  tBl  supperwthne  for 
those  they  eipect  to  dinner.  Though  yon  say  fsr,  I  depend  on  seeing 
our  Lord  ncoci  week,  and  thoiq^h  I  hope  his  indifidnality  will  not  be 
absolutely  necessary,  yet  sorely  the  more  numemBi  fiie  appearance 
iiie  better  Kay,  I  should  hi^  your  La^ndxip's  aeal  would  lathcr 
accompany  him,  ttian  ke^  a  drawback  to  AnqptbilL  It  is  in  crrery 
light  so  serious  a  moment,  lliat  I  cocdd  almost  chide  you  for  hating 
philosophy  enough  to  look  at  it  firom  a  distancfu  I  who  hang  but 
by  a  thread,  and  from  whom  no  threads  bang,  ebuJd  not  be  sq 
fndiffarenth 
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Berhdey  Square,  Nov.  10, 1781 

If  I  consulted  my  reputation  as  a  writer,  which  your  Lordship's 
partiality  is  so  kind  as  to  iUot  me,  I  should  wait  a  few  days  till  my 
granary  is  foUnr  of  stock,  which  pyobably  it  would  be  by  ^e  end  of 
nest  wedt ;  bat,  in  trmth^  T  bad  father  be  a  grateful^  and  oonse- 
quently  a  punctual  conespondent,  than  an  ingenious  one;  as  I  yalusi 
the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  fiieodship  w>te  than  such  tinsel  bits 
of  foae  as  can  foU  to  my  sbaice,  and  of  which  I  am  particularly 
sick  at  present,  as  the  ^ Public  Advertiser'  dressed  me  out  fother 
day  with  a  hmp  of  that  dross,  whioli  ha  bad  pillaged  from  soma 
other  stroUing  playwrigbta^  ^who  I  did  not  dewe  shoi^ldbe  idiindered 
forme. 

Indeed,  when  the  ParOament  does  meet,  I  doubt,  nay  hope,  it 
will  make  less  sensation  than  usual.  The  orators  of  I>id>l]n  have 
brought  the  flowers  of  Billingsgate  to  so  high  perfection,  that  ours 
eomparatiyely  wiU  hare  no  more  scent  than  a  dead  dandelion.  If 
your  Lordship  has  not  seen  tiie  speeches  of  Mr.  Flood  and  Mr. 
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Gfttttaa,*  you  may  perliaps  still  flmik  fliai  oar  oyster-womai  em  le 
more  abuBiTe  than  members  of  Pariiameni 

Sinoe  I  began  my  letter,  I  hear  that  the  meifting  of  tibe  ddegatee 
from  the  Yolonteeis  is  adjoumed  to  the  first  of  Fehnmry.  This 
seems  a  very  fATOurable  oueomstanoe.  I  don't  like  a  reformaticm 
begun  by  a  Popish  army  I  Indeed,  I  did  hope  that  peace  would 
bring  ns  peace,  at  least  not  more  than  the  disoords  inadental  to  a 
froe  government :  but  we  seem  not  to  have  attained  tliat  era  yet ! 
I  hope  it  will  arrire,  though  I  may  not  see  it.  I  shall  not  easQy 
bdliere  that  any  radieal  alteration  <^  a  oonstitation  that  preserfed  ns 
so  long,  and  earned  ns  to  so  strong  a  height,  wiU  recover  omr  sSbin, 
There  is  a  wide  di£EBarenoe  between  correcting  abases  and  removing 
landmarioB.  Nobody  disliked  more  flian  I  the  strides  that  were 
attempted  towanls  increasing  the  prerogative ;  bat  as  the  excellence 
of  oar  constitution,  above  all  ofliers,  consists  in  the  balance  esta- 
blished between  the  three  powers  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons^ 
I  wish  to  see  that  equilibriam  preserved.  No  single  man,  nor  any 
private  junto,  has  a  right  to  di^bate  laws  to  all  three.  In  Irelsnd, 
truly,  a  still  worse  spirit  I  apprehend  to  be  at  bottom ;  in  short,  it 
is  frenzy  or  folly  to  suppose  that  an  army  composed  of  three  parts 
of  Oatholios  can  be  int^ded  for  any  good  purposes. 

These  are  my  sentiments,  my  dear  Lord,  and,  yon  know,  very 
disinterested.  For  myself  I  have  nothing  to  wish  but  ease  andtran* 
quiUity  for  the  rest  of  my  time.  I  have  no  enmities  to  avenge.  I  do 
hope  tiie  present  Administration  will  last,  as  I  believe  there  are  man 
honest  men  in  it  than  in  any  set  that  could  replace  thraa,  though  I 
have  not  a  grain  of  partiality  more  than  I  had  for  their  associates. 
Mr.  Fox  I  think  by  £ar  the  ablest  and  soundest  head  in  England, 
and  am  persuaded  that  the  more  he  is  tried  the  greater  man  he  will 
appear. 

Perhaps  it  is  impertinent  to  trouble  your  Lordship  with  my  creed, 
it  is  certainly  of  no  consequence  to  anybody;  but  I  have  nothing 
rise  that  could  entertain  you,  and  at  so  serious  a  crisis  can  one  think 
of  trifles  P  In  general  I  am  not  sony  that  the  nation  is  most  dis- 
posed to  trifle;  the  less  it  takes  part,  the  more  leisure  will  the 
Ministers  have  to  attend  to  the  most  urgent  points.    When  so  many 

^  "  Thii  aUvdM  to  Um  eetobnted  alieNtUoA,  ia  wUeh  Flood  flttOod  Qfittea  '• 
nMndietnt  patriot,  who  had  lold  ^  ooontiy  for  prompt  payment^*  and  Qrattui 
retorted  on  Flood  as  aa  ill-omened  bird  of  prey,  with  birohen  beak  and  cadareroaf 
aspect,  &0.  Flood's  note  was  disfignred,  which  occasioned  the  allnsion  to  the  hrokea 
beak."    Oroker,  MA-^waammAU. 
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indiyiduals  asBiime  to  be  I^gislatoray  it  is  luoiky  that  very  few  obey 
their  institates. 

I  rejoioe  to  hear  of  Lady  Strafford's  good  health,  and  am  her  and 
your  Lordship's  most  fEdthfid  humble  servaiii  ^ 


nSU    TO  8IR  HORAOB  KAKK. 

Bethdey  Squart,  Nov,  \%  1783. 

I HAVB  been  longer  than  usual  without  writing  to  you,  my  dear 
Sir ;  but  so  I  tdd  you  in  my  last  it  was  possible  I  should  be.  Had 
I  written  sooner,  I  oonld  only  have  made  excuses  for  having  nothing 
to  say.  I  have  now  the  satisCaction  of  telling  you  that  the  poUtieal 
horizon  is  muoh  cleared,  and  discovers  a  more  serene  prospect  The 
Parliament  met  jresterday,  and  the  address  to  the  King  was  voted 
without  a  negative.  The  threatened  Opposition  is  disjointed,  and 
half  of  its  expected  leaders  did  not  appear.  The  late  ridkuhm 
Minister,  Lord  Shelbume  (which  is  using  the  most  &vourable  of  all 
the  epithets  he  deserves),  keeps  in  the  country.  Lord  Temple  made 
a  speech  in  the  Lords  which  nobody  minded  or  answered;  and 
Mr.  William  Pitt  in  the  Commons  behaved  with  candour  and  great 
decency.  Mr.  Fox  shone  with  new  superiority ;  but  even  masterly 
doqueoce  is  not  his  fiist  quality.  All  his  conduct  is  manly,  and 
marked  with  strong  sense,  and  first-rate  common  sense,  which  is  the 
most  useful  of  alL  Li  shorty  he  has  that^  and  firankness  and 
firmness,  and  the  utmost  good  humour ;  and  therefore  you  will  not 
wonder  I  am  partial  to  him,  and  think  him  the  only  man  I  have 
seen  who  imites  all  those  qualities  like  my  fEither.  I  wish  he  may 
be  Minister  as  long — ^which  is  a  very  disinterested  wish  at  my  age. 
I  don't  believe  you  suspect  that  it  is  interested  for  any  part  of  the 
term. 

The  preliminaries  with  Holland  are  signed ;  nay,  Lreland  seems 
to  be  coming  to  its  senses.  One  thing  they  have  taken  firom  us  and 
improved,  which  I  do  not  envy, — ^Parliamentary  scurrility.  Mr. 
Grattan,  their  late  idol,  and  Mr.  Flood  (who,  they  say,  might  be  the 
idol  of  Lidians,  who  worship  the  powers  fliat  cannot  do  most 
mischief,)  have  called  one  another  as  many  foul  names  as  Scaliger 
and  Sdoppius  used  to  throw  in  Latin  at  the  heads  of  their 
adversaries.  It  is  a  pity  that  one  of  them  at  least  did  not  reserve 
a  few  for  the  Count-Bishop,  whom  you  have  seen  in  Italy,  and  who 
seems  to  have  conceivet^  therr  a  passion  for  a  red  hat    Is  not  it  odd 
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to  see  Bn  Emperor  demaliahingcoPTeato  in  1^  Bart,  and  a  FwtoiUiit 
Biahop  pleading  for  Popery  in  the  Weet  P  His  son  has  been  « 
ewwntrio  in  a  smallar  line  lure,  m  yon  may  have  seen  in  the  ftptn. 

This  ia  a  slight  sketch  of  pahlio  affain :  priraie  neva  I  hare  nana 
I  noT  oome  to  Cavalier  MozeL 

Ten  days  ago  Mr.  Doane  told  me  that  Kiarpe  and  linoaa  voold 
be  ready  in  a  few  d*yB  to  lay  the  resi^  of  {hear  most  tediona  cob- 
sultation  before  us ;  and  that  he  beliered  the  npshot  ironld  be,  Qui 
they  votdd  think  we  ought  to  allow  flee  tiionsand  poonda  to  my 
Lord.  I  smiled,  and  said  to  mynl:^  "  They  needed  not  te  ban 
taken  fire  or  aix  months  to  agree  od  an  <qiinion  vkioh  Aej  mi^ 
have  deHTered  in  five  minates,  for  it  ia  pieciaely  "wiui  botii  hid 
settled  long  ago  my  Lord  ahoold  hare."  Shaipe  said  at  first,  that 
my  Lwd  uid  Moaii  ahoold  divide  the  moae^  in  qvestion,  nitiidi  ha 
flailed  teo  flwasand ;  and  Looas  above  a  year  ago,  I  tinnk  I  toU 
yon,  told  an  impatient  creditor  of  my  Lord,  that  his  l^mdahip  voold 
get  flvf  thonsand  from  Cavalier  MoszL  Hovrevor,  I  said  oothiog 
then,  reserving  my  redeetion  for  a  moment  whan  it  mmy  oome  with 
more  foroe.  Nay,  I  even  commanded  mys^  Hus  morning,  iHmb 
Loeas  was  with  me,  and  prodnoed  their  hqoidated  states,  by  -widA 
those  honest  men  allot  645711.  to  my  Lotd.  Bat  my  indignaticn 
took  its  revenge ;  for,  on  Looas  tdling  me  that  there  was  still  mm 
ptnnt  on  which  Kiarpe  and  he  oonld  not  agree,  whieh  was  <m 
interest  upon  interest  fer  arreais  c^  my  Lady's  juntiire,  and  vbkh 
was  originally  founded  cm  an  iniqnitons  parallel  demand  idudi  had 
been  allowed  by  a  viUany  of  old  Orawys,  Laoas*B  predecessor,  by 
which  my  &tha^s  ereditoit  were  defrauded  d  16,0Q0JL,  I  broke 
oat,  called  Omwys  all  the  raaoals  he  deserved  [not  meaning  ta 
ezoept  his  soooessor],  and  told  him,  that  even  if  Moan's  olaiai 
aboold  not  be  allowed,  the  mmey  oo^t  not  to  go  to  my  Lord,  hot 
to  the  creditors.  At  last  I  said  plainly,  that  Mr.  Doane  and  I  wars 
not  at  all  boond  to  snbmit  to  his  and  Sharpe'a  opinion,  bot  ordered 
them  to  delivw  their  reasons  to  as  ib  writing ;  and  that,  fiir  my 
port,  I  woold  lay  those  reasons  before  Lord  Camdm,  for  beong  no 
lawyer  myself  I  wonM  be  jmtified  by  having  the  opinion  o£  one  ti 
tbe  first  lawyers  in  England  for  the  jodgment  I  should  prononnae. 
This,  I  trost,  will  make  him  less  flippant.  He  had  begnn  bysaying, 
Mr.  Doane  and  X  weold  be  aUe  to  decide  in  a  few  minotea ;  whiiJt 
was  pretty  impodent,  considering  ttiat  even  he  and  Shaipe  do  ntA 
agree  on  one  point :  bnt  I  repeated  that  we  shoold  not  have  snch 
Implicit  &ith ;  we  bad  only  deairtd  to  know  on  what  poiats  Abf 
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SA^fm.  Up»  tlM  wholei  I  Im  flat  aflur  will  Mt  be  80  80MI 
comJnded.  Nay,  I  pevoeiTe  so  much,  roguery,  fliati  as  I  eannot 
unnnrd  it,  I  shidl  be  very  unwillixig  to  pronotinoe ;  being  pezeuaded 
diat  Oavalier  Mosdi  will  be  dieated.  Lucas  pretended  just  now  to 
have  fbund  but  yesterday  a  sorap  of  piqper  wUkoui  a  tUk,  ibaA  prored, 
under  the  head  of  Lady  Orfbrd's  steward,  that  she  had  reoeiyed 
more  firom  her  jointure  tiian  was  pretended.  I  asked  hun  in  a  very 
•erere  tone  where  he  had  found  that  bit  of  paper«  He  said,  amongst 
my  Lord's  writings.  I  replied,  it  was  very  extraordinary  that  he, 
who  for  so  many  years  had  been  poring  over  my  Lord's  writings, 
ihoi|ld  never  have  taken  notiee  «f  that  paper  befine  ^-<nor  do  I 
ooncehiehowapaper  of  my  Lady's  eteward  camedierel  Ina  word, 
I  told  Lnoas  plainly  that  all  he  had  said  to^di^  had  eoninned 
me  muoh  more  strongly  in  what  I  thought  bdbre  of  Oruwys's 
villany,  and  of  the  juateess  of  flie  aigumemts  I  had  used  to  show 
that  what  had  been  deemed  law  for  my  biodier  oi^ght  to  be  law  for 
Lady  Oiferd,  and  that  what  a  jury  had  given  to  one  ought  to  be 
given  by  a  jury  to  the  oflier«  'J^ob  he  owned;  but  said,  the  money 
ought  to  go  to  my  Lord  as  executor.  **  If  it  does,"  said  I,  **  will 
my  Lord  pay  to  flie  ereditorof  He  repHed,  "  I  suppose  he  will : 
he  has  paid  much  more  to  them."  I  could  have  answered,  '^  Much 
lem  <haa  he  ^ni^t." — Oh  t  my  good  Sir,  do  you  woodeiv  after  all  I 
have  seen,  (hat  I  have  a  dismal  opinion  of  the  three  professions — 
Uwyen^  deigy,  and  physioians  t  'lis  well  I  am  eome  to  4he  bottom 
of  my  pqMT,  or  I  should  continue  inveetiving. 
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jVov.  21, 1761 

I  AM  exceedingly  hurt  to  be  forced  to  tell  you,  that  I  shall  not  be 

able  to  do  so  much  service  to  GavaUer  Mozzi  as  I  hoped ;  nor  should 

I  have  it  in  my  power  to  do  any,  if  I  threw  up  my  reforeeship,  as  I 

have  been  on  the  point  of  doing :  but  I  will  tell  you  methodically, 

and  as  shortly  as  I  can,  what  passed  yesterday.    The  three  lawyers 

came  to  me.  As  soon  as  Lucas  had  opened  the  points  on  which  Sharpe 

and  he  are  agreed,  and  by  which  they  give  a  balance  to  my  Lord 

of  6457/.,  I  said  with  all  the  sneer  I  could  put  into  a  look,  "  It  was 

pnlncky,  gentlemen,  that  you  flui^  away  six  months  to  compute 

what  you  guessed  so  exactly  a  year  and  a  half  ago  I    You  both  said, 

90  long  ago,  that  my  Lord  would  or  ought  to  have  five  thousand 
TOL.  Tm.  r  f 
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poonds."  Lnou  iindent6od  me ;  bat  I  aftervaida  nude  him  ondtB* 
niind  a  great  deal  mor^  whioh  I  will  Dot  rapeat  now.  We  thM 
oame  to  the  point  of  interest,  on  wluch  he  and  Sharpe  still  dingre^ 
and  by  wbioh  Luoas  woold  extort  1900/.  for  my  Lord.  Shaqie  did 
bebave  handaomely,  and  would  have  set  it  a//  aside.  I  then  qwke, 
and  called  on  Locas  to  acknowledge  thai  I  at  fiist  dedued  in  wrilaiig 
to  my  Lord  that  I  woold  not  undertake  the  office  of  onpire,  nnlessl 
were  allowed  to  act  as  a  gentleman,  and  not  as  a  lawyer.  [This 
Lucas  oonld  not  deny.]  I  then  stated  all  the  Caralier'B  lundaontD 
b^Lavionr.  I  appealed  to  Shaxpe,  who  knew  all,  whedier  I  oonld 
be  partial  to  my  Lady  and  her  friend.  [This  Sharpe  allowed.]  I 
said,  I  had  accepted  the  office  only  to  save  her  hononr  and  my 
Lord's  from  being  bandied  about  in  a  public  court  of  jastioe ;  oat 
that  since  I  found  tlmt  the  law  wa«  stretched  to  the  otinost  against 
Cavalier  Moza,  and  as  I  was  unwilling  to  pronounce  against  my 
Lord,  whose  side  I  was  to  ™«'"t»'",  or  to  be  thoog^t  partial  for  bim, 
I  chose  to  throw  up  my  trusty  and  leave  the  whole  to  be  decided  at 
law.  I  was  then  silent  for  some  minutes.  At  last  Mr.  Dnaue  Bpdke, 
and  said,  that  Mr.  Sharpe  and  Mr.  Locas  had  agreed  on  the  6467JL, 
and  that  he  and  I  during  the  former  discussions  had  in  geocnl 
allowed  their  sereral  demands;  and  that  we  had  allowed  nxj 
liberally  to  my  Lord.  Lucas  interrupted  him,  and  would  n(4 
acknowledge  that  we  had  allowed  kieraily  to  his  Lordehqt ;  but  baft 
Duane  and  Sharpe  insisted  we  had.  Mr.  Doane  thea  proposed  to 
Lucas  to  desire  my  Lord  to  give  np  die  interest  to  Cuv^er  Mosa, 
i^ch  would  be  1900J1,  and  would,  by  so  much,  lessen  the  M57^ 
Locas  ssid  very  awkwardly,  he  would,  and  was  suro  my  Lord 
would  agree  to  anything;  but  seemed  ezoeedingly  dissatisfied. 
Shaipe  and  Locas  then  took  their  leave ;  and  Doane  was  going,  but 
I  kept  him,  and  beseeohed  him  to  tell  me  h<meetly  what  I  ought  to 
do.  I  should  tell  you  that  Sharpe  had  proposed  to  give  up  the 
interest  on  both  sides.  Mr.  Duane  said  that  he  adWsed  me  by  all 
means  not  to  leave  the  affair  undecided ;  that  it  mu^t  then  go  to 
Chancery,  where  it  would  not  be  decided  in  a  dozen  yi';irs,  or  perhaps 
not  in  twenty ; — that  Cavalier  Mozzi  would  lose  tlie  whole  inter^ 
of  all  the  money  in  the  mean  time,  and  perhaps  spend  the  principal 
in  the  pursuit ;  that  it  had  always  been  hk  practice  l>i  ;id^'ise  advene 
parties  to  split  the  difference ;  and  therefore,  of  the  1!^00/.,  be  would 
give  my  Ijord  hal^  and  Mozzi  half.  I  did  not  like  this.  At  last  I 
proposed  my  Lord  should  have  6001.,  and  the  Cavalier  tbe 
remaining  1300J1     I  found  Mr.  Duane  did  not  like  tbis. — In  abort, 
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ire  agreed  st  last  ihat  my  Lord  should  haye  6400/.,  and  Cayalier 
Mosii  the  rest ;  and  this  he  would  go  and  offiar  to  Sharpe.  Thus, 
«fter  all,  of  10,6001.,  the  snm  in  dispute,  I  shall  saye  Cavalier  Mozzi  but 
4100/.  I  Yon  will  say,  I  had  better  have  let  Lncas  go  and  propose 
io  my  Lord  to  oede  tiie  1000/1  It  is  tme;  but,  besides  that  Lnoas 
/Booepted  the  request  so  mniil&igly,  and  not  in  a  way  to  satisfy  my 
Lord,  I  oonld  not  satisfy  myself  without  ialkbg  toMr.  Boane  alone ; 
and,  when  I  did,  t  found  him  so  dear  in  what  I  ought  to  do,  that  I 
^eonld  not,  firom  inclination  to  serve  Oavalier  Mozsd,  do  what  would 
be  injustice  to  my  Lord,  whose  cause  I  was  chosen  to  defend.  In 
abort,  I  am  very  unhappy,  and  shall  not  wonder  if  at  last  Cavalier 
Mbzsi  suspects  I  have  acted  a  double  part ;  and  have,  notwith- 
Irtanding  all  my  professions,  only  meant  to  hurt  him.  Lucas,  I  am 
sure,  still  thinks  just  the  contrary ;  at  least,  that  I  have  been  partial 
ugaitui  my  nephew :  no ;  yet  against  Lucas  I  have,  whom  I  did 
reproach  with  instigating  my  Lord  to  contest  his  mother's  will,  after 
he  had  said  he  would  not.  I  do  not  care  what  my  Lord  or  Lucas 
tiiink ;  I  have  strictly  followed  Mr.  Duane's  opinion ;  and,  as  h$ 
oould  have  no  partiaUly,  I  chose  to  prefer  his  opinion  to  my  own,  as 
his  could  have  no  bias.  Whatever  Cavalier  Mozzi  shall  think,  it  is 
mortiftcation  enough  to  me  to  be  outwitted  by  Lucas ;  but  I  could 
not  sufEar  my  widi  of  defeating  him  to  supenede  what  I  am  told  is 
justice. 

I  have  attempted  to  carry  a  coDateral  point,  in  which  I  suppose  I 
shall  not  be  much  more  successfuL  Li  Lucas's  warmth  of  pleading 
for  my  Lord,  I  discovered  tiiat  the  6000/L  which  my  Lord  is  likely  to 
recover  from  Mozzi  (for  observe,  nothing  is  yet  decided,)  ought  to 
go  to  my  brother's  creditors,  and  can  only  be  received  by  my  nephew 
as  ezeoutor.  I  pinned  Lucas  down  to  this  confession ;  and  both  the 
other  lawyers  agreed  I  was  in  the  right.  I  then  wanted  to  have  the 
(KKKML  d^osited  in  the  hands  of  trustees  or  a  banker :  but  that,  it 
seems,  is  not  law ;  my  Lord  indeed  being  answerable  for  the  money 
to  the  creditors,  but  nobody  has  a  right  or  power  to  sequester  it  from 
him.  However,  when  the  dedsion  shall  be  made,  I  shall  declare  to 
Lucas  that  I  shall  give  my  brother's  creditors  notice  that  there  is 
sudh  a  som,  which  they  may  daim. 

Ihave  thus  told  you  the  substance,  and  you  may  inform  poor  Mozzi 
of  it.  I  will  write  again  when  I  know  any  forther.  I  have  done  the 
best  I  could,  and  perhaps  more  than  any  one  else  could  have  done ; 
yet  I  daim  no  merit  All  evidence,  except  what  litUe  was  in 
Sharpe's  hands,  was  in  Lucas's,  and  he  has  certainly  made  the  most 
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of  it  SadlxiotbeenfieseQty  whobdremtii688a(|;iii^^ 
partioalars  of  his  own  kiumle4ge»  I  oondiide  he  wodU  'hmm  gaied 
more  from  Mr.  Duane^  who,  ae  «  lawTor,  mult  Jbe  alMIe  tiiMod  bj 
law  aargumflnte ;  jet  I  bdieTe,  ihoii|^  I  exflUmad  m«ah  to  hmi,  (liit 
his  love  of  peaoe,  and  th^  iiUaBgreoable  oQiifilMpiaiiaes  iie'fiDwaaw  Aoa 
«  legal  sajt»  tchieAy  ioAteiioad  h»  jnigmnnf  I  jwr*  out  nnm 
ror  time  to  add  a  Wd  mcsNi 

FJ3.  As  I  was  gobgto  aaalm7lfittQr»IreQejirod<iii^  from  Mr.  Snaae^ 
:iifaioh  obliges  me  to  add  a  postscript  So  aey^  fliat  ]fr»  fihaqie  has 
4xmviiioed  him  b]r  aqfqmeiaisy  whioh  I  have  not  jtme  ^  piuitiaalaiissb 
ijbat  Cavalier  Hossi  ought  to  have  moro  thanwe  h^  allotted  to  him. 
,[This  shows  Shagie  has  not  qxdte  saAnifioed  his^dieRt  ^— iadeedt  I 
liave  always  qite^fied  lOvery  instanoe  in  whioh  I  thought  he  idbd 
justly.]  Mr.  Doaxie  (therefore  advises  to  let  Luoas  HuJce  the  ppoposri 
above-muned  to  my  Iiord,  aiid  wait  hpis  answer.  If  it  is  not  &voiiiw 
itble,  he  says  we  may  then  *Q£EB9r  6(600/.»  or  let  les^  cvdatgs  it  I 
4)ertainly  agree  to  wait>  aadwilliagfyi  botl^wdmyikMeriiietviflip 
atandiug :  though  yoju  need  not  read  the  piiitie«tora  ta  Oavalisr 
Hozzi  yet  It  is  hajrd  toboJtpidgeiAAlaw^tfl^^j^^^ 
no  judge.  I  have  aotpd  thiQPHghowt  fiom(go^drTiM4»r^4&  QaiasUsr 
Mozsd,  whom  I  thought  ^U-tqe^te^;  mi,  to  HF^id  ^seMid^  I  haie 
done  the  best  I  could.  I  have  made  Lucas  my  enemy  mone  tf>^ 
he  was  before,  aud  I  have  ixot  siaaaged  lw^»;  .thmgA^t  de  wtdopbt 
but  he  will  Tcgicesent  my  coaduoit  to  my  L(wd  ii^  ^  ii09^i]%ht{ 
^and,  though  Mezzi  may  sospeetme  of  i»mrarij»g,mya|9ii^  likaw 
jprobaUy  added  new  alacrity  'tp  fth#  w^naftohioe  whp  Wak-mf  iad  it 
disinherit  me,  should  I  oatlive  hin^«-but  that  is.osaeMvdy  iwbai  I  d§ 
xiot  expect  to 4o;  and«  when  I  have  8ooxn^d  to (OoM  hiivL  liv  jSmobi 
be  assmied  I  would  not  flytter  him  at  the  iei^pense  «f  iMO0Mt  ia 
abort  I  have  done  li^ght  to  the  b^  ef  my  iju^giM^  mi  mmtt 
help  what  is  thought  of  me. 
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not  yet  terminated  p^or  Cbvjslier  itfioaiEifa  basbass. 
^ly  dissatisfied  at  our  offidriqg  my  L<Hd  what  he  oaUi 
nd  I  am  as  much  displeased  at  o&cing  so  much;  hut 
thinks  the  6457A  must  be  allowed*  ihoi;^  Lutrat,  1 
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\fJtm%  iMftdi  Ud  #  tttiy^dMMMr  to  pitrre  id  b  a  <y>tirt  of  law : 
8Md^  w  190  iMNr  ire  ttUft  tfgMe^  to  AMMe  tte  mnafomg  1800/.  \k 
ywfiw^  nn  piobattf  Aafi  be  ledueed  to  ^  tile  whole  sum  for 
a^Loid  at  640011^  «rl  toU  yoa  in  my  last  At  present  we  wait 
Jmt  an  aaawer  frdtt  Ottfalsei'  Mood  to  lb*,  ffliarpe'fi  hist,  and  expect 
il  in  a  wedL  Upon  the  irtidei  I  shaS  hate  done  sadly ;  and  at 
best  riifldl  only  have  saved  him  from  an  etenie}^  suit  b  Chanceiy. 

Tov  nephew  is  in  town,  bat  confined  Bjr  the  goal  I  called  on 
InairbiiididnotseeliJm;  yet  you  may  be  very  easy,  for  he  expects 
to  1m^  abroad  in  a  day  er  two.  I  eanmake  yon  as  easy  about  another 
fieiirty  ted;^  bat,  if  yoa  have  not  learnt  it  from  hmi,  do  not  take 
notice  to  him  that  yon  know  ii  Mrs:  Nod  has  infeimef  me  that 
Us  danghter'r  treaty  of  marriage  is  broken  o£^  and  in  t  fbrtunate 
way.  The  peer,  fiither  of  the  lover,  obliged  him  to  deckre  e£P ;  and 
Mnik  Noel  saytt  that  your  niece  is  in  good  spirits.  Mt  thii^  is  jnst 
what  one  should  have  wished.  Yonr  nephew  has  sent  me  a  good 
end  most  cnriotttr  print  from  yon  of  the  old  Pretender's  marriage :  I 
Aever  saw  one  before.  It  is  a  great  present  to  my  coHection  of 
English  portraits;  The  Famesian  books  I  have  not  yet  received, 
and  have  foi^gotton  <he  name  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  yon  entrosted 
them,  and  must  search  "among  yonr  letters  for  it ;  or,  tell  it  me 
again. 

The  politieianB  of  London,  who  at  present  are  not  the  most 
nnmeroos  eoiporation,  are  warm  on  a  b31  fbr  a  new  regtdation  of 
tfie  East  Inc^,  brought  in  by  Mr.  Fox.  Some  even  of  his 
aasociaiee  apprehended  his  being  defeated,  or  meant  to  defeat  him ; 
bni  his  marveileus  abOities  have  hithOTto  triumphed  oonspicuouslyi 
and  on  two  divisions  in  the  House  of  Commons  he  had  majorities  of 
109  and  114.  On  that  field  he  will  certainly  be  victorious:  the 
forces  will  be  niore  nearly  balanced  when  the  Lords  fight  the  battle ; 
bat,  though  the  Opposition  will  have  more  generals  and  more  able, 
he  is  confident  ihat  his  troops  will  overmatch  theirs;  and,  in 
Parliamentaiy  engagements,  a  superiority  of  numbers  is  not 
vanquished  by  the  talents  of  the  commanders,  as  often  happens  in 
more  martial  encountors.  His  competitor,  Mr.  Pitt,  appears  by  no 
means  an  adequate  rivaL  Just  like  their  fitthers,  Mr.  Pitt  has 
brilliant  language,  Mr.  Fox  solid  sense ;  and  such  luminous  powers 
cf  displaying  it  dearly,  that  mere  eloquence  is  but  a  Bristol  stone, 
when  set  by  the  diamond  Reason. 

Do  not  wonder  that  we  do  not  entirely  attend  to  things  of  ear& : 
Foshion  has  ascended  to  a  higher  element    All  our  views  are 
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diraetcd  to  the  tit.  JBeUo(m  otfof^Mmakm,  {iltfloMplMn,  latm, 
enryhoij.  France  gave  qb  the  tox ;  aod,  w  ye<^  ve  hare  noi  eona 
op  to  our  laodeL  Their  moiuioh  is  so  ■track  irith  Otti  henina  rf 
two  of  his  subject*  who  adrentiufld  their  pnaau  m  tin>  <if  tfaoae  ne* 
/loafing  iaM«nM,that  hehasoEdpiedatBljBeBof.thflHit  lad  oontribated 
a  vest  soffl  towaids  their  marble  tnuooiUify..  A^^  fiiis.  wtty  be  ntj 
important :  to  me  it  lodu  somewhat  fixkHah.  Vwy  eat^  in  my  Ut 
I  remember  this  town  at  gau  tm  a  man  who  /let  Jmdm  a  rope  from 
the  top  of  BL  MartiiL's  Steele ;  *  now,  htte  in  my  day,  pec^  an 
staring  at  a  voyage  to  tha  moon.  The  former  Icams  broke  his  netk 
at  a  subeeqarait  fli^t :  when  a  similar  aotadent  happens  to  nuxUfs 
knights-errant,  adieu  to  air-balloons. 

Apropos,  I  doubt  these  new  kites  hare  put  young  Astiey's  nose 
oat  of  joint,  who  went  to  Paris  lately  under  their  Qoeen's  pro- 
tection, and  expected  to  be  Prime  Minister,  though  he  only  veatured 
his  neck  by  dancing  a  minuet  on  three  horses  at  fiill  galh^,  and 
really  in  ^at  attitude  has  as  much  grace  as  &e  ApoUo  BelTodera 
When  the  arts  are  broo^t  to  soch  perfection  in  Europe,  who  would 
go,  like  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  in  search  of  islaads  in  the  Atiantio,  whrae 
the  natives  have  in  six  thousand  years  not  improved  the  soienoe  of 
carving  fishing-hooks  out  <^  bones  or  flints  1  Well  1  I  h<^  these 
new  mechanic  meteors  will  prove  only  phtythings  for  the  learned 
and  the  idle,  and  not  be  converted  into  new  engines  of  destruotiaa 
to  the  human  race,  as  is  so  often  the  case  of  refinements  or 
discoveries  in  scienoe.  The  widced  wit  iff  man  alieaf/a  atwHea  to  t^>pif 
the  result  of  talent*  to  eatlavaiff,  destroying,  or  eAeatittg  hie  fiUotr- 
creaturea.  Could  we  reach  the  moon,  we  should  think  of  reducing 
it  to  a  province  of  some  European  kingdom. 

m. 

P.S.  The  Opposition  in  the  House  of  Commons  were  so  humbled  by 
their  two  defeats,  that,  though  Mr.  Pitt  had  declared  he  would 
contest  every  clause  (of  the  India  bill)  in  the  conumttee,  (where  in 
truth,  if  the  bill  is  so  bad  as  he  says,  he  ought  at  least  to  have 
tried  to  amend  it,)  that  he  slunk  from  the  contest,  and  all  the  blanks 
were  filled  up  withoat  obstruction,  the  opponents  promising  only  to 
Tesist  it  in  its  last  stage  on  Monday  next;  but  really,  having  no 

■  On  the  lit  of  Jona,  1727,  oae  Tlolute,  w  lUUmn,  dtMaoded  iMAd-fonauat  hj  • 
Topa,  with  hii  tags  kod  trm*  eztaDded,  lh>m  ti>«  top  of  tha  rteepla  of  8L  MartiB'i 
•korah,  OTBT  ths  hoDMi  in  St.  Hutln'i  Lua,  to  Um  finthert  Ud«  of  the  Hen,  t 
dutuice  of  ftbont  thraa  hundred  jtrii.  In  hilf  &  mlnirte.  The  oowd  «h  imnoHe, 
•nd  the  jonng  piiiueHee,  with  mtoi*!  of  Lb*  nobilit;,  wei«  in  tha  How*.— Wauai. 
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hdpei  bat  ill  AeHoilMof  Lordi,  vfa«re,  lU}werer,  I  do  nAt  beliers 
Amj  «zpeat  to  mwoeed.  Mr.  Pitt's  rapntatioii  i»  maoh  Bunk ;  cor, 
thoogfa  ke  H  B  mooh  more  correct  logician  Qian  his  &11ier,  has  he 
&»  mme  fimmeM  and  penereranoe.  It  is  no  ironder  that  he  vas 
daoled  by  Iris  mm  prasutore  fme ;  yet  bia  late  checks  msy  he  of 
ue  to  him,  and  teaoh  him  to  appreoiatd  his  strength  better,  or  to 
mit  till  it  ia  ooi^nned.  Had  he  listed  nnder  Mr.  Fox,  who  loved 
■nd  eonrted  him,  he  iroiild  not  only  hare  discovered  modeoty,  Imt 
hare  been  laore  likely  to  snooeed  him,  than  by  oommouniig  lus 
oompetitca-.    Bat  vhat  have  I  to  do  to  look  into  ^tority  f 
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Kassbssita  3  mesto  ciglio ;  non  i  ver :  tiiere  have  been  no 
tumuUt  in  !LreIand;  and  I  write  again  so  sooa  to  dissipate  yonr 
alarm.  I  do  not  tell  yon  that  there  have  not  been  bad  designs  on 
fijot  AmbitioDS  and  disappointed  inoendiaries  have  be«n  at  work, 
and  had  raised  a  s^niit  which  might  have  given  trouble ;  but  their 
views  were  too  ohvions,  and  ooold  not  have  taken  place  without 
prodocdng  saoh  dai^er  as  could  not  &il  to  strike  all  who  have 
sense,  honesty  or  properly.  The  two  Houses  of  Parliament  have 
acted  with  the  highest  integrity,  wisdom,  finuuess,  and  dignity. 
They  would  not  endure  a  Gongress  of  Del^atcs  from  an  armed 
multitude  nosing  them  in  their  legislative  capacity,  but  peremptorily 
refused  to  listen  to  (heir  demands ;  declared  agai  nst  any  alteration  of 
the  Constitation,  and  announced  a  resolution  of  mointjuniiig  the 
Sing's  title  with  their  lives  and  fortunes ;  and,  indeed,  if  they  would 
not  risk  their  livee  in  its  defence,  they  would  have  risked  their  own 
fortunes. 

The  mimio  Congress  were  abashed,  closed  their  seemon,  and  voted 
a  most  k>yal,  decent,  modest  Address  to  the  King ;  and  it  is  to  be 
brought  over  by  Mr.  Flood,  who  has  been  a  prindpal  engine  of 
oontiieion,  but  who  probably  did  not  wish,  or  mean  to  go  bo  for  as 
that  mitred  Proteus,  the  Count-Bishop,*  who,  I  dare  say,  would  be 
glad  (d  a  red  hat,  and  whose  crimes  yoa  are  infinitely  too  charitable 
in  not  seeing  in  the  blackest  light ;  nor  can  they  be  palliated,  but  by 
Lil  profligate  foUj.    In  truth,  his  extravagant  indecency  has  iieea  as 

'  How  flnt  paUliheiL     RndoiHd  "  Kot  finijliBd.  nor  Mnt"— GonnMaiv. 
*  Fnderick  Herwy,  Etri  of  Bri«tol,  ud  BUhop  of  Dwrj  -  " 
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.  urviceable  ia  &e  Qorcmteat,  aa  otenrlMfankg^  to  Tninwlf  Si 
immorality,  Biartial  pcetcBoee^  asd  ptofiuunaai*  mTsred  Ism  vilfa 
odium  and  ikriaoa.  Bla^hemy  va»  Uw  pndAeiB  which  hemiW 
airay  hia  epiaoopal  Protestan^sm,  thon^  poiu^^  be-  flattw  Un- 
aelE  tluU  as  EpisospaDjc  ia  deeDavd  aa  ktdsIiU*  ohaaiafcr,  he  riiatt  be 

,  adaititd  ad  Simdtm  {«■  tlt^  b^  at  Oambridg*  and  Oxfavd)  irto  the 
Church  of  Soma.  Do  yoa  koov  that  thia  ohaaipiaw  of  Ubeaty  wn 
so  Tiolent  an  asti-Amenoaii,  that  whm  lasL  at  Facia*  ha-  vtS'  w 
khoBiTB  OIL  Dr.  Franklin  and  the  Celwufla,  thct  ha  ms'  oadend  Is 
deport  on  pain  of  the  Baitile  t  His  hn>thfir-FTot«Bi|  Lord  Shellmiiia, 
would  last  year  have  sent  him  to  YenailleB  to  make  the  peace,  bat 
the  indignity  he  hod  received  thenoe,  rankled  in  bis  heart,  and  ke 
refused ;  or,  to  be  a:  poHfle-makflTi  iMv  too  mraA  in  the  character  <4 
m  Kabop,.f6r  snoh  a  Buhop  to  accept !  Hie  misoon  of  his  daughter,' 
and  thftoircunutanoes,  are  just  as  you  havo  heard  them.  You  say 
addi  that  though  the  daughter  of  an  Earl  in  lann  sleeves,  who  haa 
an  income  c^foor  or  five  and  twenty  thousnnil  u-jtot,  he  suffers  faer 
from  indigence  ta  accept  3D0f.  a-ysar  as  ^cverncss  t»  a  D.itcral 
diild.*  Last  year,  he  let  his  own  house  in  £^t.  Jnntes's  Square  fur  the 
usurious  rent  of  700/.  a-year,  and  wifliout  [ici[uaiatiug  hia  Coimteas. 
who  is  a  very  ree^jectaUe  woman.  I  tell  you  tliesc  tilings  fi>r  your 
information  and  for  your  private  ear,  that  yi>u  may  keep  an  eye  od 
the  n^tiations  of  sodi  a  detestable  oharaetor.  But  do  not  mmtion 
them,  as  it  would  be  guessed  whence  you  ri  ceivtid  them.  I  do  not 
love  to  spread  scandalous  histories,  tboughBlHttly  true,  and  notorioiu 
both  here  and  in  Ireland,  where  a  much  iuuger  and  more  bitter 
acooont  of  this  sew  Alberoni  has  been  published.  If  your  Neighbour* 
conceives  hopes  &om  tiiis  Legate,  or  from  higher  or  more  dexteroos 
friends,  he  will  end  life  as  he  began  it,  in  disappointment.  But  that 
the  Bras  CassJ  should  pity  him,  I  do  not  wonder.  An  usurper  must 
fijel  for  the  descendant  of  a  punished  tyrant — perhaps,  he  nuin  than 

f'lies.  Tour  nephew  carried  your  letter  whither  you  desired,  and 
have  since  given  a  comment  to  it  from  what  you  said  to  bus 
which  you  will  perceive  Z  underatood,  and  Bhall  turn  to  yom 
advantage. 

'  ImA-j  KlinMh  Foit«i.— CeniHaBAM. 

*  DugjitorafUMDDkaofDsTaiHUi^lTlUMBi 


fO  tm  BIT.  MK.  MASOtr. 


ttW.    TO  THS  BIT.  THAUM  1U«» 

I  OAK  give  jou  no  clearer  proof  of  mj  inolinatioD  to  plcaae  y ob 
fiian  hj  mitiDg  at  present,  when  I  have  no  inclinatiou  for  it  myself. 
It  u  not  from  bad  healtb,  for  I  recovered  it  as  soon  as  I  came  to 
town,  the  smoke  of  London  agreeing  better  with  me  tban  keeping 
■heep  on  my  hillock ;  but  what  can  I  write  P  Chaos,  you  say,  is 
oome  again  :  yea,  truly  ;  and  Pope  might  add : 

JogptogrMtChMBl  MdMdMMlgBr 

bat  I  have  no  joy  ia  sueh  eonfuaioiifl  w  on  oooaBtoned  by  heraldie 
^ounter-cAiuiget.  It  is  playing  at  chesk  after  jan^Ung^  all'  the  pieoei 
in  a  bag  and  placing  them  on  the  board  indtsorimiiUitely,  vithont 
wpoiatin^  tiie  black  from  the  white.  Was  I  in  the  mong  to  say 
that  Lord  Shelbutne  hod  diHwdered  all  system;  ?  Here  are  &.«  Dnks 
of  Richmond  and  Ur.  Pitt  in  the  anas  of  Jmhinaon,  Rod  Lord  Bute 
and  Lord  Mansfield  in  Opposition.  Unmvel  and  arrange  all  this  if 
jroa  can.  I  knew  bnt  one  way,  which  is  to  overloefc  the  pertaKmers 
and  adhere  to  the  oanse,  and  then  yon  will  diaoem  title  prinsiplea 
wdiich  have  &r  ever  produced  parties.  I  mean  the  tme,.  wdiiA  being 
die  true^  are  always  assoued,  thongh  the  Frofesson  may  meaa 
nothing  but  Uiemselvfls.  So  much  for  politics,  which  I  should,  quit 
gladly,  had  I  anything  more  amusing,  or  indeed  anything  else  to  tell 
JOU.  It  is  scarce  worth  repeating,  that  a  person  was  with  me  yestw- 
day  who  is  oonoemed  in  a  new  and  more  oompendioos  way  ot 
printing.  He  told  me  he  had  scmt  his  plan  to*  and  then  waited  on, 
a  quondam  friend  of  yours,  a  oertain  toaater,  who  only  said  to  hint 
drily,  "Why  did  yoa  send  your  book  to  me  P  I  know  nothing  of 
printing." 

TesI  Test  I  have  a  better  story  for  you.  Washington  haa 
instituted  a  new  military  order,  called  of  Cincinnatos.  He  soit  it 
to  La  Fayette.  The  Parisians  cried,  "  Liable  St.  Benatut,  voilA  un 
plaitttnt  Saint .'  qui  at  oe  qui  en  a  /amaia  oUenAt  parler"  The- 
Jiecott  recurred  to  let  Viet  dei  SaitUt,  and  finding  no  nA  Apostle 
in  the  Church's  red  book,  they  are  very  angry  with  Washington  for 
encroaching  on  the  Pope's  pren^tive  of  creating  Peen  of  the 
Upper  House.    For  my  part  I  think  they  attributed  a  much  better 
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'P$izaD  to  &B  ncnr  order,  than  tihe  pediatio  one  thai  'Waaluogtm 
deoted ;  nay,  and  tallying  much  bettu.  A  senate^  like  man;  of  fl« 
beatified,  may  aet  out  veiy  debaaohed  and  repent  at  laat^  and  mt 
op  its  Tomit  and  die  a  mu^  at  iti  dimohiiim. 

I  now  Dome  to  tlie  pleamnteot  part  of  yonr  letter,  yonr  Tngodr. 
I  lejoioe  that  70a  are  in  earnest,  and  ahall  detest  your  tooth-achs 
or  anjr  aaBOoiable  twitches  still  more  if  they  interrupt  the  completioii. 
I  interest  myself  zealoosly  in  the  digm^  of  your  genius,  and  wish 
yon  always  to  maintain,  never  to  pro&ne  it  I  do  not  mean  that 
you  shootd  always  be  climbing  the  heighte  4^  Pamassos.  Yon  may 
sport  in  a  valley  with  no  less  grace,  but  I  will  not  allow  you  to  hoot 
1^  Finsbory  with  Lord  Mayors  and  Aldermen.  Tragedy  is  worthy 
of  yon,  yet  why  one  whetlier  yonr  boskins  wonid  pass  master  befive 
a  jnry  of  Freoeh  shoemaken  f  Do  yon  want  a  lieenan  to  nsher 
yonr  piece  to  ilie  pren  with  a  "par  ordn  d»  M.le  fforde  da  ffnwMs 
f'm  it  ettie  tragedit  »t  J€  n'y  ai  rim  trouiBi  qui  doit  en  en^tMttr 
fimpretsioH   {La  Sarpe)." 

Don't  make  it  too  horrid  neither,  that  it  may  be  licensed  tt 
AHieiu.  I  was  glad  to  plead  the  atxodousness  of  tlie  <bw  stage  to 
shelter  myadf  &om  the  impertinent  delioat^  of  the  othN* ;  bat  I 
■hall  indnlge  yew  in  no  extremes.  Yon  possess  the  irfiole  ati  ind 
ean  do  what  yoa  please ;  can  toooh  a  precipice,  and  glide  down 
10  imperceptibly  that  yonr  descent  shall  appear  natnral  and  easy; 
while  we,  the  less  sldlfdl,  neither  know  how  we  got  ap  nor  how  to 
oome  down :  and  tlian  assure  folks  that  certain  Qreeks  two  thonsand 
years  ago  broke  theiir  necks  with  aa  little  address,  and  were  augfati^ 
admired  for  it  I  require  a  peifBct  Tragedy  at  yonr  hands  with  no 
ezoessea  in  the  oonstmotion,  for  all  the  rest  I  am  in  no  pain ;  nor 
ahoold  be  on  that  head  had  yon  not  alarmed  me.  Mrs.  K^ras, 
whom  I  have  seen  again,  and  like  mach  better,  Uiongh  in  that 
detestable  play  'The  Gamester,'  shall  do  yon  jortioe,  and  Lud 
Harcourt  will  be  in  the  third  heaven  betwem  her  and  yoiL  Good 
night' 


York,  Dec.  25, 1781 
1  aansBBK  when  tha  Coalition  wu  fint  promulged,  I  began  a  letter  to  jg«  vltk 
"  Cfakoa  U  coma  agkln,"  but  now  amid  thl*  vreck  of  "  political  elemenU  "  and  ouh 
"of  EMt  India  Wottdi'  I  vUl  Mntant  m^aelf  with  mcrel;  wiahing  jon  a  man^ 
Ctiriitmai,  which  I  ihould  wiah  to  eqjoj  myatlf,  if  a  tcaiing  toolhadie  would  laBa 
me  ao  to  do.  Undwaach  a  maladj  I  tnut  jou  wilt  fargiis my  ialeHi1euce,»nd (calling 
it  a  Judgment  on  su  tor  mj  epiatol*i7  ofliooee,  give  me  yoar  absolution. 
Sow  Hut  jron  hxit  Uin  aaide  wtIUbk  ma  poUtical  uewi,  1  hd  ai  maoh  oat  of  Ik 
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tut,    TO  TBM  UBL  Of  SOAJfOSO. 

Aribbr  £liMMV,  Dst  11, 17SS. 

YouB  Lordsliip  is  eo  partial  to  me  and  n^  idle  letten,  that  I  am 
afraid  of  writing  them ;  not  leet  they  should  nok  below  the  standard 
;ou  have  pleased  to  affix  to  them  in  yooi  o«ii  mind,  but  from  &arof 
1>eing  intoxicated  into  attempting  to  keep  tHem  Dp  to  it,  which  would 
destroy  their  only  merit,  theii  being  written  nstozally  and  without 
pretensions.  Gratitude  and  good  breeding  ocmqwl  job  to  make  due 
anaweiB ;  but  I  entreat  your  Lordship  to  be  aaxued,  that,  howerer 
vain  I  am  of  your  favour,  my  only  aim  is  to  preeerre  the  hooonr  of 
your  friendship ;  that  it  is  all  the  praise  t  ask  or  wish ;  and  Uiat, 
with  regard  to  letter- writing,  I  am  firmly  pomaded  that  it  ia  a 
proTince  in  whioh  women  will  always  shine  aaperiorly ;  for  oar  bok 

buket  H  ft  ToA  Aldcnntn ;  tad  ii  Um  Ute  vondatfiil  arant  In  tli*  HmiM  of  Lonb 
bH  Mi  Indnoad  yu  to  Uk«  ap  toot  pan,  I  oanelode  I  mmC  not  aspect  uj  mora 
•ntartaiiunaBt  from  yoa  of  tlut  awt.  Too  IwTa  howarar  t  hnndrad  oUmt  topis 
eoutaotlT  at  hand,  and  thenfota  I  ihaU  hop«  fiir  u  uuwar  to  tUi  mnoh  ■aoMc  than 
I  daaane  to  Ned*a  It, 

I  aidMT  wipraMad'tnjvdf  vaiy  ill  or  jm  graatly  iniMiidantaod  mj  meaning  aboot 
jnmr  bird  Epitaph,  bat  it  ii  not  no*  worth  while  to  retome  the  nl^jeiit,  anly  e«  br  m 
to  Mkj  I  am  not  KrTT  jou  mlKonceired  ms,  lince  it  prodacad  from  jon  to  axeiUent  a 
pangi^h  nhting  to  joor  own  cnad  on  that  Impoitaiit  ntfjeet. 

I  WM  reall;  tarion*  wbes  I  told  jo«  that  I  *ai  writing  a  tngtij.  I  eeaipMad 
the  fiiit  iketch  daring  the  month  I  wan  at  Alton,  and  linca  I  came  ban  ban  written 
tlte  lint  two  acta,  in  tpite  of  a  hunilnd  uiodating  impedimenta  wbich  oama  npon 
ne  wbetbar  I  voaki  or  no,  and  I  fnlly  hope  to  flalA  tba  wbola  wUla  I  atay  here,  If 
no  genenl  election  ahonld  take  plaoa,  in  wbieh  cata  I  malt  attend  to  tba  oalla  tt 
friendship,  bat  to  no  other;  mjrtarjli  an  Indian'  ona  partlj  feigned,  and  what 
probabl;  wesU  vpeartoohonldoa  theita^  Hj  ^m  in  writing  It  1*  to  «bow  that 
the  anitka  ma;  be  preaerrad  OTcn  to  Frenoh  ezaoUlnde,  and  jot  the  whole  affoid 
anAcient  intenat.  Incident,  and  Tuietj.  I  wlib  howerei  yon  woald  not  mention  what 
I  ais  alioat  azaapt  to  Lord  Rarooort  or  Mr.  Stonhewei,  who  both  know  It. 

Harlng  nothing  more  to  aa;,  I  mnat  r^eat  m;  with  to  bear  from  yon  eoon,  and  If 
jon  onlj  tell  me  that  joa  keep  frae  from  jont  too  freqnent  winter  TUtor  I  Aall  ba 
aaUtfted.     Beliere  me,  dear  Sir, 

Ter;  alneetely  Toaia, 

T.Mjwm. 

*  'Tba  ladlana,' a  trmady,  Inflra  acta.  "The  teana,' he  writea,  "of  tbla  plajllea 
In  ZBTKgaa,  one  of  tht  Stb  kingdom!  in  tita  iila  of  Haiti,  afterwanU  called  by  the 
Spaniards  HufiAniola.  The  daalmetlan  of  Ihia  kingdom  {on  whiek  tUe  tragedy  la 
founded)  happonrd  in  the  year  1G06,  the  year  when  laabelia,  the  wife  of  Ferdinand,  of 
Spun,  died,  and  about  thirteen  yean  after  Chiiatopber  Colambna,  the  dlaoorerer  uf 
the  Hew  World,  !irr<t  landed  an  the  lidand."  Haaon  atio  priTately  printed,  at  Torfc, 
(Edipni,'  a  Ine"'}''  ^  S*^  <>°t^  b<^n  by  the  Ute  William  Whitdiaad,  Etq.,  Foat- 
LaurcaUi,  and  linijittcil  bs  W-  Uaaon,  U.A.— Mjiiroalt. 


^M  Bouor  wMDPoaam  nmn.  pm. 

is  too  jealoQA  of  Che  lepntatkm  of  good  senses  to  condesoeod  tohasnd 
a  thousand  trifles  and  negligenoes,  whiok  give  grace,  ease,  and 
fiuniliarity  to  correspondence.  I  will  say  no  more  on  that  snbjed, 
for  I  feel  that  !  am  dH  the  brink  of  a  dilssertation ;  and  though  thai 
fault  would  prove  the  tm^  of  my  proposition,  I  will  not  punish  your 
Lordship  only  tO  convince  you  that  I,am  in  the  lighL 

^  'tbd  printer  is  not  dUl  or  diskgreeabte :  on  &e  oonfrary,  h.  u 
plettring,  as'  the  tavm  lA  occupied  on  general  subjectl^  amf  not,  as  is 
too  eomtnon,  oil  pifvute  dcandsl',  private  vices,  and  fiidliies.  Ths 
India  B31,  air-halldons,  Veetris;  ana  tHe  automaton,  share  alt  atten- 
tion.  Mrs.  Kddons,  a^  less  a  novelty,  does  not  engross  all  eon- 
teMHiiaif.  If  abase  still'  keeptf  above  paf ,  it  confines  itself  to 
its  prescriptive  pnoviidce;  tfi^  ministerial:  Une.  In  that  wali  it  has 
tumbled  a  Kttle  into  thd  kennel.  The  low  bufFbonery  of  Loid 
Curlew,  in  lajring  the  caricature  of  the  Coalition  on  the  table  of 
y<9a]'  Icnrdship's  House,  has  lisvellefd  it  to  Sadler'iai  tVells;  and 
Mr.  Flood,  thopiHar  of  invective,  does  not  promise  to  re-erect  it;' 
not,.  I  conclude,  from  want  of  having  imported  a  stock  of  lagredieBia^ 
but  his  presumptuous  debut  on  the  very  night  of  his  entey  wvs  so 
wretdbedv  and  delivered  m  so  barbarous  a  brogue,  that  I  question 
whether  he  will  ever  recover  the  blow  Mr.  Courtenay  gave  hinL 
A  young  men  may  correct  and  improve,  and  rise  from  a  flnt  fcO ; 
but  an  elderly  formed  speaker  has  not  an  equal  chance.  Mr. 
Hamilton,''  Lord  Abeioom's  heir,  hut  by  no  means  so  laeooio^  had 
asore  success;  Though  his  first  essay,  it  was  not  at  all  dadied  by 
bashfulness ;  and  though  he  might  have  blushed  lor  diseovering  so 
much  peraonal  raaoomr  to  Mr.  Fox,  he  latiier  seemed  to  be*  ttnpatient 
to  discharge,  it 

Tour  Lordship  sees  in  the  papers  thai  the  two  Houses  of  Ireland 
have  firmly  resisted  flie  mnovations  of  the  Yoluuteers.  Indeed,  it 
was  time  for  the  Protestant  proprietors  to  make  their  stand ;  for 
iho«^  the  CathoUcs  behave  decently,  it  would  be  into  their  hands 
Aat  the^  prize  would  frJl.  The  delegates,  it  is  true,  have  sent  over 
a  most  loyal  address ;  hut  I  wish  their  actions  may  not  contradict 
their  wcnrds  I  Mr.  Flood's  discomfiture  here  will,  I  suppose,  carry 
him  back  to  afield  wheram  his  wicked  spirit  may  have  moitd  eSed. 

>  "  Mk.  Flood atrtsinly  liUsi  la  ilio  IngUik  HoiMof  Oomiaoiii:  'an  old  trM»' 
it  Ui  grm  rhal  Mid  of  hiM,  '  doot  sol  bear  trampUntlng/ *  Croter,  JfiSL— 
OmnmroBAX. 

^  Jobs  Jamas  HamiHon.  In  17S9  he  eoeeeeded  hla  aade  aa  ninth  Eari  of  Abcroom 
and  aeoond  ViMonni  HamUton,  and,  in  1790,  wai  created  Marquis  of  Aberoon 
[died  1818].— Wiuaax. 


Vm.]  90  Bm  MtMl  MAM.  ^45 

2k  ia  a  rery  Benovs  aioBieBtl  I  am  -in  pain  lest  yoor  oonnfy, 
aaffidau  LGvd  <ym  faiow  what  I  maan),  tboold  oountena^oe  sa6k 
pernioioiis  designs. 

aSSr.    TO  BIB  HORACE  HANV. 

JSffrM^  fl^uarf,  Ike  y^^TU' 

I WBTTB  yon  in  great  haste  a  Jkw  iiaasy  irbiA  irill  aorpme  and 


:» <Hi'. '•»;•'  (I  I 


peiplex  y4)i^  as  I  oaantt  enter  into  any 

The  town  is  Ml  of  mmpnr  ot  a  ebaafpa  of  Administration.  No 
such  ihii^  has  happened;  but  ^looxtf^  has  hi^pened  alt  least  to 
counteoanoe  such  a  ifipott  You  will  he  cantibasy  <ikeiaiosey  lill  y&a 
hear  fariheri  what  yon  wnte.  IfontioR  no  >poliiicB|  but  to  flie 
Minist^By  as  you  o\;^ht  tp  do. 

Sverytiiing  goes  as  weU  as  poenbla  in  BretawL  ¥oa  aMwaoh 
too  candid  when  you  impute  no  bad  designs  to  the  person'^  ciriiose 
speeoh  Jbas  bten  Italianised. 

I  hare  J»aei7ed  the  two  books  of  Qapomidla  bom  Ixxd  JQgemon 
Percy :  I  had  quite  forgotten  to  wbsm  yon  had  ecmsigned  Ihem.  It 
is  not  a  way  (^  speaking,  but  I  do  indat  an  your  letting  me  know 
what  ihey  OQst»  that  I  may  pay  your  neph&w.  Ton  would  deprire 
me  of  the  pleasure  of  troubling  you  now  and  then  wifli  a  litfle  oom- 
miswnn,  if  yog  do  not  Irt  me  redmburse  you.  I  shall  emj^y  Sir  W. 
Hamilton  in  ihat  way,  if  you  forbid  my  applying  to  you ;  which 
you  will  do  ioffeotnaUy,  if  jw  do  not  eend  me  the  prices  of  the  ^atli 
Famesiani^' 

No  answer  is  come  yet  to  Sharpe  firom  Cavalier  Mom. 


An  eyent  has  now  happened  that  is  dedsive.  The  Ministers  were 
beaten  last  ni^t  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  eight  votes  on  the  India 
JBilL'  J^  Ajjmmdratmm  begtm  often  implies  a  (hurt  beaten;  at 
|Nresent»  tba  renwaa  is  tme.    It  is  nat  propw  to  say  more :  but^ 

*  Dr.  Htmqr,  BMiap^of  fienj,  tnd  BmA  of  BriiioL  Heliad  tent  to  Rom»  a  tpee^ 
he  had  made  in  &¥0!ir  of  ,th(»  Bam^X/i4MiQi::  H  iQsrlQiailated  Into  Itilll%%  pi&itedt 
and  dispersed. — Walpoli^ 

*  The  King  had  sent  tor  Loid  Temple,  and  order^  him  io  decUure  thai  Hia 
}IUjeaiy  did  not  approve  of  the  India  Wi,  hnt  wiriiod  4o  hMrci  ii  thrown  ont  l^  the 
House  of  Lords ;  yet  he  had  never  tSgnifted  that  di(|iq^|pc4batieii  >to  the  Doha  ef 
PortUmd  and  the  ministers.  He  vent  (uiher,  and  eommanded  the  lords  of  Uu) 
hedehamher  to  vote  a^dnat  ILf^WaiiMUi 
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as  our  newspapers  seldom  leave  anytibang  liPiffpiained,  tliaiig^ 


lunderedy 


Adieu  I 


aSSS.    TO  SIB  HORAOl  MAKV. 


Mdaif,  Dee.  19, 17S1 

I  HAVE  only  a  moment's  time  to  tell  yoo,  that,  at  om  fliis 
moniingy  His  Mqesty  sent  to  Lord  North  and  Ifr.  Fox  for  flieir 
seals  of  Secretary  of  State.  It  is  said  that  Tb.  Pitt  is  to  be  YirA 
Xiord  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  the  Parliament  will  be  dissdred 
immediately.  I  know  nothing  more.  You  will  leam  the  new 
airangemenis  from  ilie  *  Gkusette '  of  to-morrow  night  or  Tuesday, 
whieh  last  day  is  the  soonest  I  could  write  again,  for  this  must  go 
away  this  eyening.  The  Ghreat  Seal  has  been  sent  for  from  ^ 
Oommissionersy  and,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  given  again  to  Lord 
Thuilow. 

JViefay  awfiiiiij. 

I  saw  nobody  after  Oourt ;  so,  do  not  know  what  passed  tiiere, 
nor  if  anybody  kissed  hands ;  nor  am  likely  to  hear  hetore  the  end 
of  the  evening,  for  I  almost  always  dine  alone  and  early,  and  do  not 
go  out  till  eight  o'dook,  when  it  would  be  too  late  to  send  this  to 
the  Secretary's  Office. 

If  the  Parliament  is  dissolved,  as  it  may  be  by  thia  time  for  aug^t 
I  know,  I  shall  go  to  Strawberry  Hill,  for  nobody  will  be  left  in 
town,  but  all  gone  to  their  re-elections ;  so,  I  could  only  transcribe 
the  *  (Gazette,'  and  be  able  to  send  you  little  news. 


aSSO.    TO  THB  OOUimBSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

i^sc^irss. 

I  AM  not  such  a  bussard,  Madam,  but  fliat  I  did  gueas  fixmi  your 
Ladyship's  silence  and  other  eireumaiatteeBj  that  my  last  letter  or 
two  were  not  to  your  taste.  I  was,  and  perhaps  shall  be,  a  prophet; 
but  as  fiiat  is  a  profession  never  honoured  in  its  own  country  (as 
I  can  say  with  truth  and  a  little  vanity  I  have  often  found),  I  shall 
touch  on  nothing  you  do  not  like.  I  obeyed  your  sQence,  lest  I 
should  say  what  you  wished  me  not  to  say ;  and  now  you  bid  me 
write  again,  I  am  ready  to  talk  nonsense  rather  than  sense,  being 
sure  fliat  I  have  much  more  talent  for  the  one  than  the  other. 


im]  fo  THB  ooranm  or  cmmat.  iir 

KeiTefy  I  know  nonn^  bat  ihftt  they  are  erying  Peerages  about  the 
streets  in  bairows,  and  ean  get  noneoft  Lord  Oiesterfield  is  named 
Ambassador  to  Spain,  to  pay  off  the  old  debt  of  sending  ns  Gtondomar,^ 
and  the  Foundling  Hospital  is  to  be  eonverted  into  an  Academy  of 
Politicians*         '    > 

I  did  mean  to  pass  my  holidays  at  Twickenham^  but  the  weather 
is  so  severe  I  did  not  ventiue.  I  have  been  so  perfeetly  well  sinoe 
I  came  to  town,  that  I  will  not  ride  another  rhernnatism. 
-  Americiui  news  may  now  be  a  nentral  artide;  Washington^  qm, 
il  me  iembhy  tranche  un  peu  du  Boi,  has  institnted  a  military  order, 
and  calls  it  the  order  of  Cinoinnatns,  ee  qm  tranche  un  peu  du  pedant. 
He  sent  it  to  La  Fayette,  and  it  made  an  uproar  in  Paris.  As  the 
noblesse  spell  only  by  the  ear,  they  took  it  for  the  order  of  St  Senatns. 
They  had  recourse  to  tiie  calendar,  and,  finding  no  such  saint  in 
heaven's  afananae,  they  concluded  it  was  a  new  canonisation  at 
Boston,  and  were  enraged  that  Washington  should  encroach  on  the 
papacy  as  well  as  on  the  diadem.  It  may  offend  even  the  Bishop 
of  Derry  [Henrey],  who  has  renounced  all  religions  to  qualify 
himself  for  being  a  cardinal  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  told  me  last 
night  that  he  fears  the  volunteers  are  very  serious:  sans  compter 
the  spirits  which  the  late  Revolution  here  may  give  them — ^but  I 
had  better  break  off,  lest  I  offend  by  sliding  into  politics,  which  you 
dislike. 

I  shall  like  prodigiously  to  be  teadnmkwith'd  by  Lady  Ossory 
and  the  Ghraces,  whether  they  are  consubstantial  or  only  coexistent, 
and  shall  not  regret  Mdlle.  Heinel,'  with 

Her  tfiDi  nbUmt  tliit  tmi  upon  the  air. 

You  laugh  at  my  distresses,  Madam,  but  it  is  a  very  serious  thing 
to  have  taken  an  old  cook  as  yellow  as  a  dishdout,  and  have  her 
seduced  by  a  jolly  dog  of  a  coachman,  and  have  her  miscarry  of  a 
child  and  go  on  with  a  dropsy.  All  my  servants  think  that  the 
moment  they  are  useless  I  must  not  part  with  them,  and  so  I  have 
an  infirmary  instead  of  a  minage;  and  those  that  are  good  for 
anything  do  nothing  but  get  children,  so  that  my  house  is  a  mixture 
of  a  county  and  foundling  hospitaL  I  don't  wonder  at  his  Majesty, 
who  has  packed  off  the  decrepit  Earl  and  tlie  procreative  Bishop. 
Adieu  tQl  Thursday. 

>  Qoadomir  waa  a  wit ;  tht  Lord  Ohaateiaeld  of  thia  kUar  anything  but  a  wit, 
vbich  hit  predecessor  in  the  earldom  certainly  waa. — CirvNDroBiM. 
"^  idee  ToL  ▼.  p.  327.— CoNiiNeHAii. 
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TttB  HeoMmeof  tiren^&iaeitliitIli«nB»«>t«(  ttfJete^tf 
Mmae,  prndenoe,  cntartM'nmgnt,  jollity,  and  mjBtKy.  Who  wogld 
ever  think,  MadMB,  of  tiiDw  being  foalnrae  in  taj  etunotarP  li  ii 
lika  your  deairiag  dw  to  wdte  end  j^tcmmmv  me  not  to  a^  aborc 
two  Tords  in  uuwar  to  my  letters.  Indeed,  I  shall  net  irrite  <m 
tbow  temc  I  have  no  man  waaitf  Oua  hyposiqy ;  aad,  if  ym 
vould  only  nhrtitnte  i»d^brmte  in  the  flwie  of  «U  &•  ■ittrib«tBi 
yon  have  m  graoioaily  beitovad  m  mo,  yo«  wHdd  find  it  the  aide 
key  to  almost  ewy  aotion  of  my  life  ibr  naie  time  pat^  and  I 
beUera  £v  all  to  oome.  ^With  neitlier  lore  nor  hatred,  with  neiths 
avarice  nor  ambition,  it  is  very  aeldom  that  one  grows  a  hypocrite 
after  bdng  tJie  oonkary.  If  I  oonld  be  rain  or  forjet  mya^  yoar 
XjadyBhip'i  oon^ilimatts  iroald  hare  tlaat  effect;  bat,  as  they  hxn 
not  tamed  my  head  hitherto,  I  tnut  tliey  will  not  be  able,  and  then 
I  am  sore  noUiing  else  will,  ainoe  I  oan  boaat  and  denre  to  boaat  d 
nothing  but  being  jonro,  Aa. 


n».  TO  em  bouoi  uaxhs. 

Btrtdi,  Bimar%  An.  8,  im 

Thb  Gazettes  have  told  yon  all  the  ohangee.  The  House  of 
GommoDS  is  to  meet  on  Monday,  and  all  expectation  hangs  thereon. 
Eaoh  party  jffomifleB  itself — or  others  the  majority.  I  nerer  deal  in 
prophecies ;  and,  not  having  more  ktuncledge  titan  prophets,  I  shaQ 
not  pretend  to  foretell  the  even^  much  lees  the  consequences  it  will 
prodooe  either  way. 

I  have  other  reasons  tvc  writing  to  yon.  Cavalier  Moan's  mes- 
aaga  by  yoo,  and  hit  letter  to  Mr.  Dnane,  mil,  I  think,  put  an  end 
to  osr  arUtrtga.  I  do  not  imagimi  that  3lr,  Lucas  will  give  up  the 
interest  upon  intersst,  at  least  not  withont  such  strong  rductanoe  as 
will  make  it  very  difficult  for  me,  as  my  Lord's  nominee,  to  decide 
Against  him.  Chi  the  other  hand,  I  do  nut  see  how  Mr.  Duane,  or 
even  I,  oan  pronounoe  for  that  aocumulated  interest,  after  such 
earnest  protests  of  Cavalier  MoxsL  My  inclination,  therefore,  as  I 
musi;  either  way,  give  luoh  dissatis&otioii,  and  b&  the  lawyers  are 
so  positive  in  tlueir  ocmtiadictory  opinions,  is  to  decline  the  arbitrage. 
At  pieeent  we  oan  do  nothii^.  Lncas  is  in  the  West,  looking 
after  Lord  Orfbrd's  boionghs,  in  ease  tho  Furtiiunent  should  be 
disK^ved.  I  myietf  have  an  arooation  or  oocnpalaon  of  a  more 
melancho^  kind. 


1784.]  TO  SIR  HOBIOB  MAITir.  U$ 

ICy  bn^tMBtt  Sir  Bdwttid,  n,  I  ftar»  dying:  yesterday  we  had  no 
hopes ;  a  sort  of  g^Hmmering  to-day,  but  aoaroe  enough  to  be  called 
a  vsy  of  hope.  He  has  fbr  a  great  number  of  years  enjoyed  perfeot 
heaUh,  and  ev«n  gieat  beauty,  without  a  wrinkle,  to  seventy-seven  | 
hot  last  August  his  deohae  b^gan  by  an  aversion  to  all  solids.  Se 
esHie  to  town  in  ibs  beginning  of  November ;  his  appetite  totally 
left  him ;  and  in  a  week  he  became  a  very  infirm,  wrmkled,  old 
man.  We  think  that  he  imagined  he  eonld  sure  himself  by  almost 
tatai  abstineBea  With  great  difficulty  he  was  persuaded  to  try  the 
bai!k ;  it  kustorod  some  i^petite,  and  then  he  would  take  no  inore4 
In  a  wnsd,  hie  has  starved  himself  to  death,  and  is  now  so  eiuaoiated 
and  weak,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  he  idiould  be  saved,  especially 
as  his  obstinacy  continues ;  nor  will  he  be  persuaded  to  take  suste- 
nance enough  to  give  him  a  chance,  though  he  is  sensible  of  his 
danger,  and  cool,  tranquil,  perfectly  in  his  senses  as  ever.  A 
cordial,  a  little  whey,  a  dish  of  tea,  it  costs  us  all  infinite  pains  to 
induce  him  io  swidlQW.  I  much  doubt  whether  entire  tractability 
eould  save  him  I 

I  am  very  sony  your  Swedish  King*  is  so  eEspensive  to  you. 
Should  he  think  of  any  return^  do  not  be  disappointed,  i^  on 
opening  a  weighiy  bale,  you  find  nothing  but  a  heap  of  copper 
money. 

Lord  Hardwicke'  is  a  great  oaf;|b9li|bi  in  the  }>0Qk  he  has  wiitteut 
and  in  thinlqng  it  worth  beiog  sent  so  £eur  as  to  IlarenQe.  The 
ignorance  in  it  is  extreme,  and  so  are  the  blunders.  The  &3>]b  of 
the  late  King  giving  my  father  a.  large  sum  of  money  towards  build- 
ix^  Houghton  must  have  been  borrowed  ^m  some  vulgar  pamphlet 
or  magazine.  There  is  not  a  shadow  of  truth  in  it,  nor  did  one  of 
the  fsunily  ever  hear  of  it.  I  do  not  mean  to  impeaeh  ibe  late 
Soiqfs  goodness  to  Um;  but,  fi>r  presents,  he  most  assuredly  never 
made  hxm  but  two :  a  very  ha^  diamond,  but  with  a  great  flaw  in 
it,  which  Lady  Mary  had ;  and,  afier  the  Queen's  dieath,  her  crystal 
hunting-bottle^  with  a  golden  stopper  and  cup.  I  have  oftsiu  heard 
my  fa<W ^nentio^ tbese  as ibp  only  j»i«<en^  Heitjiras  too  gratefid 
and  too  &ank  i^  have  been  silent  on  money:  ^lor  w^uldit  ham 

^  GutaTiis  IIL  In  1788,  liaying  been  adyiBed  bj  his  phyiieiins  to  epend  the 
winter  in  %  milder  elimate  thsn  Sweden,  he  let  out  in  the  be^nning  of  Ociober  for 
Italy,  and  remained  during  the  winter  and  ensuing  apring  at  Piga»  Rome,  Naples, 
Florence,  and  Genoa.— Walpolx. 

'  Philip,  second  Earl  of  Hardwicke.  The  book  alluded  to  was  a  collection  of 
anecdotes  respecting  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  called  '  Walpoliana,'  printed  in  4to,  but  not 
published.    Lord  Hardwicke  died  in  ITdO.—WAX.roLi. 

▼oil.  Yiu.  a  a 


«D  HOUOI  ir^LPOLB^  LnTBBS.  (im. 

Moaped  the  Opposition^  who  were'  rtdnisea  to  charge  han  in&  &he- 
booda,  in  want  of  troths.  This  pretended  friend  was  redaoed  to  SA 
in  the  lunrnds  of  Omb  Street,  to  eke  oat  his  mesgre  aneodotee  of  ■ 
TDan  whose  long  Administration  might  have  famished  so  many; 
bat,  like  his  Ixurdship's  other  publications,  Huj  are  all  dead  he£m 
bim  I  He  has  all  his  life  resembled  an  angler,  who  stands  for  hmns 
and  days  by  a  rirer  with  a  line  and  hook,  and  at  last  cabdiea  a  paUiy 
daoe  or  biMk,  which  no  mortal  will  toooh. 

Some  erents  next  week  most  prodooe ;  I  perhaps  shall  be  shut  vf 
[a  the  hoose  of  mooming,  and  know  little  of  the  matter  I  I^ali^ 
mentaiy  debates  are  now  so  coronmstaatially  detailed  in  Uw  newi- 
pi|)WBa  that  ai  beat  I  oonld  bnt  Mod  70B  ezbiols.    Adieat 


SML    TO  BIB  HOUCB  HAKX. 

BarUtg  BtMM,  /m.  II;  ITH. 

Ann)  the  distresses  of  my  fiunily  I  oan  find  time  to  send  joo  bat 
few  lines.  My  brother  died  yesterday  eresing,  with  the  nme  oon- 
atant  tranquillity  widch  he.  had  preseiTed  through  his  whole  lUness. 
His  almost  onTaried  health  from  soon  after  thirty  to  serenty-seneD, 
his  ample  fortune  and  unambitious  temper,  make  his  life  and  death 
rather  to  be  envied  tliaii  lamented.  His  boundless  beuerolence  and 
eharity  had  left  him  but  very  moderate  wealth,  which  be  has  giTen 
chiefly  to  his  eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  KeppeL 

Yesterday  was  the  migh^  day  of  expectation  in  die  Hoose  of 
Commons :  at  six  in  the  nioming  the  ex-Ministers  bod  a  muoiih' 
of  39. 

I  oonid  tell  you  but  few  ox  no  partioulars,  haring  been  shat  up 
entirely  at  my  brother's ;  and  this  whole  morning  was  employed  on 
reading  his  'WIU,  and  other  melancholy  duties,  till  seven  this  even- 
ing, wfaen  I  have  barely  tame  to  write  and  send  this  to  the  Secre- 
tary's OfSoe.  It  was  expected  yesterday  that  the  Parliament  will 
be  immediately  dissolved— what  tiie  opinion  is  to-day,  I  do  not  at 
aD  know.    I  am  intermpted,  and  must  bid  you  good  night 


TO  mil  COVHTIW  07  OiBOBT. 


BM.    TO  THI  OOnHnSB  OT  OBBOBT. 

Jm.  II.  1784. 

I  CAM  jtut  uae  one  hand  enough  alovly  to  scratch  out  a  few 
thanls  to  yonr  Ladyship  for  yoar  rory  kind  notificatioii.  Indeed,  I 
had  heard  the  agreeable  news  yesterday ;  and  also  that  the  Duke  had 
aent  word  to  Lord  Euston  by  Mr.  Pratt,  that  he  will  continue  his 
eUomuioe.  I  am  heartily  glad ;  not  being  of  so  romantic  an  age  as 
to  beliere  that  lore  and  s  oottage  eocipose  very  diu-ebte  felicity. 
^Die  Duke  cf  Grafton  has  certainly  acted  very  temperately.  It 
wonld  he  most  onjiut  to  say  that  a  bther  has  not  oaiue  to  be  dis- 
pleased at  his  child  marrying  against  hia  oooaent.  That  he  will  be 
satisfied  wiUi  Lady  Enston,  if  ^e  ever  has  the  happiness  of  being 
known  to  him,  I  am  persuaded.  I  do  cot  know  so  perfect  a  ymmg 
woman ;  she  has  all  her  bthn'a  sense  and  temper,  and  the  nbnost 
discretion.  TWy  wdio  spread  abenrd  stories  about  her,  had  sot  one 
of  the  three.  I  know  some  of  them ;  they  are  hags  of  high  rank ; 
ihey  bestow  Sunday  mornings  on  ohnroh,  and  the  rest  of  the  year 
on  snandal,  malioe,  envy,  and  lies  of  ttieir  ne^bonrs :  and  thcsr 
neighbonn  are  those  tA  the  Oo^l,  the  first  that  fells  in  their  w«y. 
Three  of  those  pioos  Fniies  ace  sisters,  and  their  names  the  Ladies 
Tisiphone,  Uegoors,  and  Alecto. 

I  can  say  to-day,  Madam,  that  I  do  believe  my  gout  is  going. 
Oaa  of  the  fc^  or  the  eternal  fog,  gave  me  odd  last  week,  and  my 
pains  retnmed  a  Iittl&  From  being  firalhardy,  I  am  grown  sooh  a 
toward,  that  I  do  not  believe  I  riull  ventue  to  monlt  a  stng^ 


Ton  see  the  Airgonauts  have  passed  the  Rabioon.  By  tiuir  own 
aeeonnt  they  were  exactly  birds ;  &ey  flew  throngfa  the  air,  perched 
0&  the  top  of  a  tree,  some  passengers  climbed  np  and  took  them  in 
their  neat  The  smugglen,  I  sbppose,  will  be  the  first  that  will 
improve  (m  the  plan.  However,  '-d  the  project  is  evw  broa|^  to 
any  perfection,  (though  I  ai^rehend  it  inll  be  addled,  like  the  ship 
that  was  to  live  nndn  water  and  never  came  ap  again,)  it  will  have 
a  different  &te  from  other  disooveries,  whose  inventors  are  not 
known.  In  this  age  all  that  is  done  (as  well  as  what  is  never  dime) 
is  BO  &itlifiilly  noorded,  that  every  impioronent  will  be  ngisteiad 


tfi  BORAOB  WALPOLVS  UrmBOk  [1714. 

ohion<4ogioBlly.    Mr.  Blanohaid's  'Trip  to  Galaia'  pats  me  in  mind 
of  Diyden's  Lidian  Emperor : 

What  dlTine  moniten,  0  yt  godi,  are  tkes^ 
TktA  float  in  lii^  aiMl  l(y  mpoA  Hit  m«i  t 


Dryden  litQe  thought  that  he  was  prophetically  describing  some- 
thing more  exactly  than  ships  as  oonceiyed  by  Mezioans.  If  there 
i^  no  air-sickness,  and  I  were  to  go  to  Paris  again,  I  would  prefer 
a  balloon  to  the  packet-boat,  and  had  as  lief  roost  in  an  oak  as  sleep 
in  a  French  inn,  thongh  I  were  to  caw  for  my  break&st  like  ilie 
young  ravens. 

This  is  a  volume  for  me,  Madam,  and  my  hand  must  lie  down  and 
take  a  nap. 


S89S.    ¥0  7HB  COUITTESS  OF  08S0BT. 

BerUt^  Bfuan,  JmtL  19, 17S4. 

I  CAN  never  suspeoi  your  Ladyship  of  want  of  goodness :  yot 
would  not  choose  a  moment  of  tenderness  tar  showing  indiflferenoe. 
Indeed,  though  the  last  six  days  of  my  brother^s  life  were  most 
afflicting  to  behold,  I  had  cause  for  nothing  but  satisfaction  from  ths 
mstont  he  expired;  nor  even  before,  could  I  have  dmt  out  ttie 
sight  He  had  paaied  a  very  long  life  with  every  enjoyment  he 
ehoee,  with  almost  equal  health.  He  did  not  wish  to  Ht«  longer ;  he 
leaves  nobody  he  loved  in  distress;  he  died  wi&out  suffering 
flioug^  his  ease  ^i^ht  to  have  been  excruciating — it  wiks  beydnd  the 
power  of  remedy ;  and  his  indifference^  unabated  flimness,  hk  gaiety 
at  momeDts  wiflnn  two  days  of  his  exiti  and  his  unaffected  heroismi 
are  all  subjects  df  ocmsdation;  and  12ie  tranquillity  of  his  mi&d 
enviable.  Yet,  I  assure  you.  Madam,  that  death  is  so  much  nuxri 
tiresome  a  thing  than  I  had  imagined,  that  I  had  for  rather  that 
mine  should  be  extempore  than  philosophic.  I  do  not  Idee  Aft 
apparatus  at  all,  and  hope  I  shall  know  no  more  of  my  going  out  ef 
the  world  than  I  did  of  my  coming  into  it  lifo  is  a  farce,  and 
should  not  end  with  a  mourning  scene. 

Lord  Ossory  will  tell  you  much  more  than  I  could.  Madam,  ef 
the  world's  bigger  featuros.  I  was  in  the  chambers  of  death  en  the 
tweyth^  when  the  battle  was  fighting,  which  has  not  yet  proved 
decisive,  though  the  generals  were  so  unequally  matched,  nor  even 
the  forces.    The  vanquished  still  hold  out,  though  4he  language  of 
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tike  ooguundeM  is  deepondmg  enoagh  to  make  their  soldiers  disbund. 
The  VRnt  of  pay  is  yet  more  disheartening ;  and  the  late  vapour  of 
a  beoert^flnoe  betrays  the  lownoes  of  the  military  chest,  which  was 
to  have  raised  a  new  army  ;  the  thought  of  which  is  now  said  to  be 
given  up — at  least  Mr.  Pitf  s  firienda  and  those  of  the  CbanceUor 
affectedly  jEfodaim  their  avereioQ  to  the  measure,  and  lay  all  blame 
on  (UfMnbr  obstiDacy,  which  alone  forbids  Mr.  Pitt's  resignation ;  ae 
aa,  the  otlter  aide  the  whispers  irom  the  backstairs  lament  the  tatter's 
irreKdntion.  I  know  not  what  foundation  either  have  for  what  they 
give  oat ;  nor  niiether  both  do  not  speak  to  shift  off  the  disgrace  of 
a  ddeat  from  Uunuelra. 


tsu.  TO  sm  HOSACi  iLunr. 

Aa  yoor  notAew  tdls  me  that  he  Mnds  yon  pnnotaal  aooonntB  of 
oar  politiaa,  I  ahqll  aay  nothing  on  them.  I  do  not  know  how  he 
eontrivfll  to  give  yon  a  oleor  idea  of  them,  ao  fluotoating  and 
Dnoertain  tliey  an.  Onoe  or  twice  a  week  there  is  a  day  which  it  is 
•aid  will  be  decUiTe.  To-daf/  ia  in  that  number ;  yet  I  expect  it  so 
little,  that  I  am  writing  to  you  at  ten  at  night,  without  inquiring 
whether  the  Hooae  of  Commons,  where  action  was  ezpeoted,  is  up ; 
vitLoot  knowing  what  was  to  be  there. 

My  leastm  for  writing  is  to  tell  Cavalier  Kozzi,  through  yon,  that 
Looas  was  with  me  this  morning  along  with  Messrs.  Duane  and 
l&aipe.  I  tbeaaoqiiainted1iiem,BsIhadresolTed,  that  Kr.Sharpe, 
^ving  received  from  the  Cavalier,  and  I  from  you,  the  strongest 
tamonstranoes  against  the  wffiatice  crianie  of  allowing  my  Lord 
interest  upon  interest,  and  Ur.  Luoas  adhering  to  the  demand,  I  did 
Bot  see  how  iSi.  Doane  and  1  oould  proceed  any  fortlier  as  referees; 
as,  to  decide  on  dUtar  side,  must  discontent  the  other ;  whereas  our 
Inuiness  was  to  accord  them  as  amicably  as  we  oould,  consistently 
wiHi  equity.  Mr.  Duana  thai  declared  against  the  legality  ot 
interest  on  interesL  X  said,  if  it  was  illegal,  it  was  not  a  point  on 
whidi  we  oouid  decide,  but  ought  to  be  left  to  lawyers ;  and  that  it 
would  be  better  to  name  two  new  lawyers,  one  on  each  side ;  and, 
if  they  disagreed,  to  call  in  a  third  who  should  pronounce  decisively. 
Mr.  Dnaoe  was  warm  against  that ;  said,  the  whole  cause  must  be 
gone  over  again,  and  would  not  end  in  years.  He  was  for  offiering 
my  Lord  600JL  out  of  3431/.  demanded  by  Lnoaa,  who  on  the  otlier 
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hand  offered  to  abate  1000^    Keither  wotdd  come  into  the  pix^Kwd 
of  the  other.    At  last,  after  many  wordB,  I  hit  on  this  expedient— 
that  the  5457/.9  which  we  had  all  agreed  my  Lord  shotdd  reoeiye  as 
a  compromise  of  the  demands  of  both  parties,  (and  which  yet  Lacas 
persists  in  calling  a  very  liberal  concession  on  my  Lord's  part,  not,  I 
beliere,  because  strictly  just,  but  he  having  all  the  pn)o&  in  his 
hands,  and  Mr.  Shaipe  few  or  none  but  what  Lucas  pleased  to  gira 
him,)  I  proposed,  I  say,  that  Mr.  Duane  and  I  should  decide  that 
sum  to  my  Lord,  and  then  that  my  Lord  and  the  Cavalier  should 
settle  as  they  could  the  demand  of  2431^    Hr.  Duane  and  Mn 
Shaipe  were  much  pleased  with  this  expediiani    Lucas  did  not  Hk^ 
it  so  well,  but  could  urge  nothing  material  against  ii    On  that  issue 
we  left  it  for  the  present    Lucas  is  to  write  to  my  Lord,  and  Mr. 
Shaipe  to  Mozzi,  who  will  now  know  what  he  likes  to  do,  and  how 
mijioh  of  the  2431/.  he  will  sacrifice  for  a  termination.    He  may  take 
what  time  he  will  to  consider  on  it,  or  what  measures  he  pleases  to 
obtain  as  much  as  he  can.    Do  not  let  him  answer  hastily  or  incon- 
siderately.   If  he  is  impatient  to  finish,  I  believe  Lucas  is  as  eager 
to  finger  the  money  for  my  Lord.    The  more  patient  will  have  the 
advantage.     As  I  believe  the  demand  exorbitant^  if  not  totally 
unjust,  I  cannot  help  saying,  that  I  should  think  Moszi  had  better 
offer  but  little  at  first,  which  may  make  Lucas  at  last  accept  less 
than  he  would  if  the  offer  were  considerable.    A  delay  cannot  make 
much  addition  to  the  time  already  lost ;  and  whatever  he  reoovefa 
by  this  new  contestation  will  pay  him  for  losing  two  or  three  months 
more. 

I  have  thus  done  all  that  was  possible  for  me  to  do  in  my  aitualicn. 
Thinking  my  party  in  the  wrong  in  general,  though  peihi^  not 
wholly,  (as  it  does  seem  that  my  Lady  had  appropriated  smna 
things  to  herself  to  which  she  had  no  right,)  I  have  preferred  justice 
to  partiality  towards  the  person  for  whom  I  acted ;  and  as  I  avowed 
to  Lucas  to-day,  I  have  contradicted  him  throughout  whenever  I 
knew  (by  my  own  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of  the  family)  that 
he  urged  what  was  not  true  or  matter  of  fact :  for  instance,  in  the 
case  of  Lady  Orford's  jewels,  the  chief  of  whidi  I  remembered  my 
brother  had  retained  when  she  went  abroad.  Still,  I  dare  to  say, 
that,  besides  displeasing  my  Lord  and  Lucas,  I  shall  not  have 
answered  Cavalier  Mozzi's  expectations.  I  can  only  say  to  that,  that 
when  I  have  submitted,  I  have  been  guided  by  Mr.  Duane,  and 
never  allowed  but  what  he  said  ought  to  be  allowed — and  yet 
I  assure  you  he  has  not  fiinched  a  jot  when  he  thought  Lucas 
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vnratioiiaUe.     lb.  Sharpe  has  said  lees,  bat  has  been  against  the 
interest  on  interest 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  had  Cayalier  Mozzi 
come  over  when  I  advised  him,  he  wonld  have  fined  better — ^but 
that  is  past 

Ton,  my  dear  sir,  will  be  as  tired  as  I  am  of  tibis  tedions  affidr ; 
but  yonr  goodness  to  poor  Moszi  will  make  yon  excuse  it  I  could 
not  possibly  have  eiqdained  myself  to  him  in  Italian,  nor  even  in 
French;  he  is  Incky  that  I  could  not  in  terms  of  law,  which  even 
you  could  not  have  translated  into  Italian,  nor  perhaps  into  sense. 
Adieu  t  I  am  quite  fiitigued,  haying  been  writing  another  letter  on 
business. 

I  have  reoeived  and  thank  you  for  the  two  prints  of  old  Obsimo's 
Duchess;  and  I  thank  you  for  telling  me  the  price  of  the  ' Fatti 
Famesiani,'  which  I  shall  pay  directly  to  Mr.  Groft ;  I  have  been  so 
hmnried  by  my  brother^s  death,  that  I  foigot  it  till  just  now  on 
reading  your  last  of  Jan.  10th  again. 


8290.    TO  TBI  BXY.  WILLIAH  JUSOIT. 

BeHbOe^  S^mtrt,  liA.  %  1784 

I THAHK  you  for  your  condolence  *  on  the  death  of  my  brother/ 
and  on  the  considerable  diminution  of  my  own  fortune,  though 
neither  are  events  to  which  I  am  not  perfectly  reconciled*    My 

*  TUt  kfttcr  Ib  not  ptintod,  nor  haif  I  Men  it— OunmroaAiL 

*  air  Sdwud  Walpole,  BLR,  Oleik  of  the  PeDi,  utd  Olerk  of  the  Fleas  in  ths 
Xzeheqner,  died  JwaoMrj  IS,  1784. — CinnmreffAX. 

'  "I  dull  tell  yoa  %  greet  eeeret»  the  ceoee  of  my  late  dUftrenee  with  Mr.  Ifaeon. 
[1785.]  Lofd  Harooart^  Maeon,  end  I  need  often  to  meet  together,  ae  we  eordiallj 
agreed  in  oar  aentimente  of  the  pnUie  meaBores  porraed  duing  this  reign.  Bnt 
when  the  India  Bill  of  Fox  came  to  be  agitated.  Mason  took  a  decided  part  against 
it ;  nay,  wrote  to  me  that,  npon  this  oocasion,  every  one  onght  to  assist  the  King;  and 
warmly  recommended  it  to  me  to  nse  my  influence  in  that  caose. 

"  Ton  may  imagine  I  was  a  little  sorprised  at  this  new  style  of  my  old  friend,  and 
tiie  impertinence  of  giving  his  adrice  unasked.  I  returned  a  light  ironical  answer. 
As  Mason  had,  in  a  sermon  preached  before  the  Archbishop  of  Toi^,  pnblicly 
declared  that  he  would  not  accept  of  a  bishopric,  if  ofTered  to  him,  I  Jeeiingly  told 
him  that  I  supposed  his  antipathy  to  a  bishopric  had  subsided.  He  being  also  the 
first  promoter  of  the  YoA  Associations  for  Parliamentary  Reform,  whidi  I  nerei 
approved,  I  added,  that  I  supposed  he  intended  to  use  that  fool  Wyvill  as  a  tool  of 
popularity;  for  Wyvill  is  so  stupid  that  he  cannot  even  write  English;  and 
the  first  York  Association  paper,  which  is  written  by  Wyvill,  is  neither  sense  nor 
giammar. 

"  To  return  to  Lord  Haroonrt ;  he  was  so  obnoxious  to  the  Courts  that  when  his 
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bruiher  was  seven^-^v^  hfii  ie^joyed  peopfiMt  kfiiJiili  ^tad,  nmrnm  to 
that  age,  did  not  even  begin  to  break  till  last  AvgQfltb  softrad  bo 
pain,  saw  de^th  adva&ce  gradually  though  &st»  witii  ike  eodlest 
tranquillity,  did  not  evqn  wish  to  Utq  longefi  aad  died  both  wi& 
indifference  and  without  affectation;  is  that  a  tenainstkni  i» 
lament  ? 

I  do  lose  fourteen  hundred  a-yeair  by  bis  death,  but  had  I  reaaoa 
to  expect  to  keep  it  $o  long?  I  had  twiee  been  o£Earad  the  reimcm 
for  my  own  life,  and  positively  refused  to  aooept  it|  because  I  weuM 
receive  no  obligation  that  might  entangle  my  hanour  and  mj 
gratitude,  and  set  them  i|t  variaidce*  I  newer  did  ask  or  reosive  a 
personal  favour  from  my  own  most  intimate  friends  when  in  power, 
though  they  were  too  upright  to  havt»  kid  me  under  the  same 
difficulties^  and  have  always  acted  an  uniform  and  honest  part ;  but 
though  I  love  expense,  I  was  content  with  a  fortune  hr  above  aoj 
merit  I  can  ^pr^teiid  to,  itnd  knew  I  should  be  content  witih  it  wen 
it  much  lessened.     As  it  would  be  contemptible  to  regret  ihs 

mother  Imtely  died,  the  Qneen  did  not  aend  a  meeiage  to  the  Covrnten,  to  my  tiiat  iht 
woald  call  on  her,  though  this  be  alwayv  done  in  etiquette  to  a  eoanteii,  and  ai  eon- 
■tantly  refnaed.  In  eonseqiienoe  Lord  and  Lady  Haraonvi  nerer  went  near  the  Conri 
But  when  Fox's  India  Bill  came  to  the  ftouse  of  Lords,  Lord  Hareonrt,  prohably  by 
H ason'B  snggestions,  remained  to  the  very  last  of  the  question,  and  mnch  distingoished 
himteif  against  it  The  eonseqitenoe  was,  that,  a  few  days  after.  Lord  Haroovrt  called 
on  me,  to  s^  that  the  King  had  sent  him  a  message,  requesting  his  aooeptanee  of  the 
Imhassy  to  Simin ;  and  he  conduded  with  begging  my  adriee  on  the  occaslofL  I  told 
kim  at  once  that,  since  the  King  had  aent  sim^  a  meaaage,  I  thought  it  waa^  in  fiuo^ 
pegging  pardon ;  '  and  ray  Lord,  I  think  you  nust  go  to  Court,  and  return  thanks  for 
the  ofTer,  e»  you  do  not  accept  it*  But  lo  and  behold.  In  a  day  or  two  pTth  Aug.,  1781] 
Lady  Haroourt  was  made  Lady  of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  Queen,  and  Lord  Hueouit 
was  constantly  dangling  in  the  drawing-room. 

,  **  Soon  after,  ICaaon,  in  another  letter,  asked  me  what  I  thought  of  Lord  Haroowt 
becoming  such  a  courtier,  &c  I  waa  really  shocked  to  see  a  man,  who  had  professed 
ao  muoh,  tieat  such  a  matter  so  lightly,  and  returned  a  pretty  aeyere  answer.  Among 
other  matters,  I  said  ironically,  that>  since  Lord  Harcourt  had  giren  his  cap-and- 
dagger  riug  to  little  master,  he  (Mason)  need  no  longer  wonder  at  my  lore  for  my 
bust  of  Caligula;  for  Lord  Harcourt  used  formerly  always  to  wear  a  aeal-ring,  with 
the  cap  of  Liberty  between  two  daggers,  when  he  went  to  Court ;  but  he  gaye  it  to  a 
little  boy  [Lady  Jersey's]  upon  his  change;  and  I,  though  a  warm  Mend  of  zepublican- 
ifm,  have  a  small  bust  of  Caligula  in  bronae,  much  admired  for  its  fine  workmanship. 

**  The  consequence  of  these  differencea  has  been»  that  we  call  on  each  other,  but  are 
on  the  coldest  terma 

'*  I  ought  to  have  mentioned  that  Mr.  Maaon,  in  his  latter  epistle  to  me,  oondoled 
with  me  on  the  death  of  my  brother,  by  which  I  lost  HOOL  a-year.  In  my  anawer  I 
told  him  there  waa  no  room  for  condolence  in  the  affair,  my  brother  having  attained 
the  age  of  aoTenty^eren ;  and  I  myself,  being  an  old  man  of  sixty-eight,  ao  that  it 
was  time  for  the  old  child  to  give  over  buying  of  baubleis.  I  added,  Ihat  Mr.  Mason 
well  knew  that  the  place  had  been  twice  offered  to  me  for  my  own  life,  but  I  had 
reftised,  and  left  it  on  the  old  footing  of  my  brother's."     Waipoliana,  pp.  91  to  9L-^ 
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1781]  m  ma  n?.  ma  jumm. :  m 

iifowvotei  aftfial(fHiB,'ttifif»  ii  woiauik  mhetagqmlbd  easy  under 
the  I068.  But  70a  do  me  hooaur  I  do  not  deaerre  in  complimenting 
Bie  on  not  b^ng  moaejr.  I  ksfie  alirqm  loved  "what  money  ifould 
pmobaee^  wkioh  is  nm A  iho  «une  fh&ig ;  «&d  tiie  whole  of  my 
philoaopby  ooniists  in  teoonofling  myself  to  Imying  fever  baubles  for 
a  year  or  two  thst  I  may  InrOt  ttod  when  tlie  old  cinld's  baby-house 
ia  qiute  &11  of  playthingB. 

I  am  surprised  that  you  eaq^eeted  me  to  take  notioe  of  Lord 
Haioourf  a  tuming  courtier.  It  did  not  astonidi  me  in  the  least,  as 
I  have  known  for  near  two  years  that  such  an  event  was  by  no 
kneans  imptobaUe,  and  did  myself  try  to  contribute  to  it  when  I 
thought  it  not  at  all  irreconoileable  with  his  former  conduct  Nor 
do  I  wonder  at  your  announcing  in  eflfect  the  same  of  jrourself. 
Were  I  surprised,  I  should  contradict  one  of  my  own  mairiniB  which 
I  have  scarce  or  never  known  to  fiiili  and  which  is,  that  men  are 
always  most  angry  wifli  iliose  witii  whom  they  quarrel  last,  whidk 
produces  reconciliationB  between  those  whose  hatrods  agree  in  eodem 
Tertio.  But  in  truth  I  concern  myself  in  no  man's  pofitics  but  my 
own ;  firsts  because  I  have  no  more  right  to  dictate  to  othersy  than  I 
allow  any  body  to  dictate  to  me ;  andsecondly,  because  I  can  see  into 
DO  heart  but  my  own,  nor  know  its  real  motives  of  action.  Hy  own 
point  has  been  to  be  consistent  ever  since  I  first  thought  on  pditics, 
which  was  fi.ve-and-ferfy  years  ago^  and  I  feel  a  satisfitotion  in  having 
been  so  steady,  because  it  seems  to  me  if  I  do  not  deceive  er  flatter 
myseli^  that  it  is  a  proof  that  I  have  acted  on  principle  and  not  from 
disappointment,  resentment,  passion,  interest,  or  ficUeness^ 

It  made  me  smile  indeed  when  I  heard  that  Lord  Harcourt  on  his 
change  had  given  away  his  ring  of  Brutus  to  Lady  Jersey's  little 
boy ;  because  I  do  not  see  how  any  thing  that  has  happened  within 
this  twelvemonth  has  affected  the  character  of  Brutus,  who  died 
seventeen  hundred  years  before  the  CoalUion  imm  thougM  on;  I  am 
glad  however  that  if  I  change,  I  may  keep  my  OaUgula  without 
eommittmg  treason* 

Tour  distinction  of  the  Croim*Bfiiend%  is,  I  own,  too  (heologic  a 
refinement  for  my  simple  understanding,  who  never  conceived  a  con- 
fusion of  two  natures  in  one  person,  yet  still  remaining  separate ; 
nor  in  human  affidrs  should  I  comprehend  why  a  Pope^s  disgracing 
himself  as  a  gentleman  by  the  meanest  duplieity  should  make  one 
fill!  in  love  with  his  Tiara.  Do  you  think  I  diould  accept  it  for 
sound  reasoning  if  you  were  capaUe  of  telling  me^  that  though  you 
vowed  in  a  sermon  that  you  would  never  be  a  Bishop,  yet  your  gown 
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beLog  difliiiict  from  you,  yon  oodd  see  no  tmmm  wbyjma  gvwn 
OM^rA/ not  to  be  tamed  into  lawn  Blee?6t  P 

What  minwleB  the  new  aet  of  men  fliat  tie  to  ariae  aie  to  adbiefv^ 
I  neither  know  nor  care ;  I  shall  be  out  of  the  qnestion  befiiro  that 
Ueesed  Millfflininin  axirrefy  nnlem  they  are  already  eome^  aa  periiapi 
fhey  aroi  and  lor  that  too  I  cannot  hare  long  to  cave ;  fliougl^  I 
firmly  belieTO  that  your  new  set  will  only  eflEeot  what  has  often  been 
tried  before^  and  what  yon  say  aught  to  be  tried,  i.  e.  to  proYe  tbem- 
selTes  the  Crtwn^e  frienda--^Ji  act  of  hcmeet  Ipyalfy  which  I  daie  to 
say  the  wearer  will  be  the  first  to  foigive. 

Ton  see  by  my  nsing  the  same  liberality  of  ooneqxmdenee  I 
approye  of  yonrs.  I  am  above  disgwiRing  my  sentunents,  and  am 
too  low  for  any  man  to  disguise  his  to  me.  Mine  indeed  having  no 
variety  in  them,  must  be  less  entertaining^  and  therefore,  imleesltsks 
a  fireak  of  hobbling  to  Ooort,  yon  can  have  no  cariosity  to  hear  them, 
nor  shonld  I  have  mentioned  them  now,  bot  that  I  thooght  it 
respectfiil  to  yon*  and  candid  when  yon  communicated  yoor  new 
sentiments  to  me,  to  tell  you  thai  mine  remamed  unaltered. 

I  cannot  imagine  why  you  think  that  I  shall  not  like  your  tragedy; 
am  I  apt  to  dislike  your  writings?  Though  I  am  too  sincere  to 
flatter  you  when  I  think  you  unequal  to  yourself,  I  did  reckon  that 
I  was  one  who  had  taste  enough  to  be  sensible  to  the  ntmoat  of  the 
beauties  of  your  capital  works.  Tragedy  is  certainly  not  a  walk  in 
which  I  believe  you  will  miss  your  way ;  you  have  trodden  more 
difiicult  paths  with  the  happiest  facility.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  yoor 
piece  when  you  will  indulge  me  with  ii 

I  am  yours  ever, 

H.W. 


P.  8.  Mr.  Jemingham  has  just  published  a  new  poem  on  the 
doctrines  of  the  Scandinavian  Bards.  It  is  for  superior  to  his  other 
works.  The  versification  is  good ;  very  many  expressions  and  lines 
beautiful,  and  the  whole  nervous  and  not  like  his  uniform  turtle 
ditties.  It  might  have  been  thrown  into  a  better  plan ;  and  it  ends 
rather  abruptly  and  tamely.  He  seems  to  have  kept  the  '  Desooit 
of  Odin '  in  his  eye,  though  he  had  not  the  art  of  conjuring  up  the 
most  forceful  feelings,  as  Gray  has  done,  in  a  subject  in  which  there 
is  so  much  of  the  terrible.  Though  one  has  scarce  any  idea  of  what 
the  whole  is  about,  yet  one  is  enwrapt  by  it, — as  one  is  delighted 
with  the  Uawer  and  Lea/  though  a  mere  description  of  ladies  in 
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iflnte  y^Mk  nd  fiiBm  satti  wt  wifli  tabids  ind  enieralds,  and 
holding  wands  of  i^w  Mt^iM.' 


Sm.  THl  DUKB  Of  OLOUOBmi  TO  THB  HOF,  HOBAOl  WALPOLB.* 

^Sm^  JUl  4, 1784 

Satubdat's  post  brought  me  your  letter  with  the  melancholy 
aooonnt  of  Sir  Edward  Walpole's  deaths  which  I  acquainted  the 
DiidiesB  with  as  tenderly  as  possible.  Though  her  great  attachment 
to  Sir  Edward  made  her  feel  most  deeply  this  eyent,  yet  I  found 
her  more  prepared,  and  resigned  than  I  expected.  I  took  it  very 
kind  of  you«  Sir,  that  you  took  this  manner  of  infoiming  the 
Duchess. 

Yours, 

WnjJAM  Hbnkt. 


8S97.    TO  THE  00UKTB88  OF  OSSORT. 

ArM^  aipiar^  JUl  S,  17S4. 

I  AM  very  sorry,  Madam,  to  have  occasion  so  soon  to  return  your 
Ladyship's  kind  condolence  on  my  brother's  death.  It  is  more 
difficult  to  speak  on  your  loss,  though  I  am  peisuaded  you  feel  it 
more  sensibly  than  I  did  mine,  who  was  prepared  for  it,  and  saw 
it  so  gradual  and  so  little  grievous  to  himself  that  I  admired  more 
than  lamented.  Yet  your  Ladyship,  I  hope,  will  hare  a  consolation 
that  I  could  not  receive :  I  do  not  mean  in  point  of  fortune,  though 
as  you  have  children,  you  cannot  be  indi£krent  to  a  great  accession, 
as  the  town  says  you  are  likely  to  have,  and  which  I  most  sincerely 
wish ;  but  in  reality  you  will,  instead  of  losing  a  parent,  I  trusty 
recover  one.  Tkai  I  most  heartily  hope  will  happen  both  for  your 
sake  and  hers  I    But  it  is  not  proper  to  say  more ;  yet  I  could  not 

>  After  ihU  letter  (for  the  vndAted  letter  of  Feb.  or  Much,  1784,  (Ko.  2298,) 
WMy  I  belioYe,  nerer  aent),  there  was  an  intenral  of  iwdve  years  of  Bllenee,  dislike, 
and  distmst  In  the  spring  of  1796  Mason  reopened  their  eorrespondenee,  and  the 
two  returned  to  some  habits  of  intercoorse,  and  possibly  to  their  old  notions  of  regard 
lor  one  another.  The  next  year  (1797)  saw  the  deaths  of  both;  Walpole  on  the  2nd 
of  March,  and  Mason  on  the  7th  of  ApriL — Cuhxivobaji. 

'  Now  first  pabliahed. — Cumioiobax. 


MO  HOAACl  WALraUrB  UBtnUk  [1Y84. 


help  telling  yoa  how  much  I  htffia  cmmianA  yotur  pitasent  posttioii 
under  all  its  phaaeB,  and  having  done  to  I  wiUmir  nothing  eke  wtfii 
it ;  fhongh  wiihout  any  Pindaric  transition,  one  might  easily  sUik 
into  a  Yfuiety  of  reflections,  which,  howeyer  foreign  to  the  theme, 
would  be  all  serious. 

Your  Ladyship's  mosk  devoted. 


2S08.    TO  THE  KBV.  WILLIAM  MAJ30N.» 

[iUi  or  JfortA,  im.] 

Yotr  must  blame  yourself  not  me,  if  you  are  displeased  with  mj 
letters,  which  you  fbreed  from  me.  I  had  done  all  I  could,  both  1^ 
sQenoe,  and  by  more  than  once  or  twice  declariDg  I  did  not  choose 
to  write  on  politics,  to  avoid  any  political  discussions  with  you.  I 
could  not  be  ignorant  of  Lord  Harcourt's  conversion,  which  for  a 
moment  had  so  much  diverted  the  town,  but  I  did  not  take  the 
liberty  to  mention  it  to  him.  On  the  contrary,  when  he  consulted 
me  on  going  to  Court,  which  I  knew  he  had  determined  to  do,  on 
being  offered  the  embasqr  to  Spain,  I  told  him  I  thought  civility 
ought  to  be  returned  by  respect.  Neither  was  I  quite  ignorant  of 
your  change  of  sentiments ;  yet  should  never  have  uttered  a  syllable 
to  you  on  that  occasion,  had  you  not  chosen  to  notify  it  to  me. 
Then  I  most  certainly  had  an  equal  right  to  dediare  that  my 
principles  were  not  changed, — especially  not  by  a  eiieamfltanos^ 
serious  indeed  in  itseli^  but  ludicrous  if  it  had  produoed  mich  aa 
effect  on  me  as  to  nxake  me  think  the  power  of  the  Crown  was 
diminished,  was  diminishing,  and  ought  to  be  increased,  because  its 
(not  secret,  but  open)  influence  had  been  used  to  force  Lords  of  the 
Bedcbamber,  and  even  the  holy  heads  of  our  Church,  to  sacrifice 
his  conscience,  duty,  and  opinion  to  his  gratitude, — an  example  that 
tells  me  how  much  I  have  been  in  the  right  never  to  involve  myself 
in  such  terrible  obligations  I     OugM  did  not  become  you  or  me. 

I  am  so  &r  from  being  hurt  at  your  quarrelling  with  me»  that  I 
thank  you  extremely  for  it,  and  still  so  cordially  wish  you  whatever 
^ou  may  wish  for  yoursoL^  that  I  should  delight  in  seeing  you 
Archbishop  of  York;  tar  as  yo«  are  exedlent  at  distinctions,  you 
ean  certainly  discern  the  difiEbrence  between  an  Archbishop  azul  a 

*  Thif  it  Uia  letter  whieh  I  belwvv  was  nefw  tevt  Sue  note,  asK  P-  4W.— 
OuviuaHJJC. 


Mitap,  m  «bb1j  m  between  a  SjBg  «Di  his  crmm.    Z  an,  Bir, 
-■mHi  4m  ngaid  and  Mtenn, 

Tour  miat  obadunt,  bmible  nnatitt 

H.W.' 

VS.  I  hare  for  fiTe-and-fbrty  yean  acted  upon  the  prinoiplea  of 
the  Constttation,  aa  it  was  settled  at  ttie  Iterolntion,  the  best  form 
of  gOTemment  tiiat  I  know  (tf  in  the  world,  and  vhich  made  ob  a 
&ee  people,  a  rioh  people,  and  a  Tiotorioos  people,  by  diflrtfring 
liberty,  proteoting  property,  and  encouraging  oommeroe ;  and  by  the 
oeml^natuMi  of  al^  empowering  tu  to  reast  the  ambiiion  of  the 
Hcmse  at  Bonrboa,  and  to  plaoe  otmelTee  on  a  lerel  with  that 
formidablfl  nra^bonr.  ^e  narrow  ploa  of  Royalty,  wbidi  had  bo 
often  pFeferrod  tiie  aggnndieement  of  the  Grown  to  the  dignity  of 
preaidiag  Ont  a  great  and  pnisBant  &ee  kingdom,  thiew  away  one 
predominant  aonroe  of  onr  pot«Doy  by  amiinng  t»  enfllaTe  Amerioa, 
■Bd  wotdd  now  oompenoBate  for  the  Uimdn  tmd  its  wnseqnaiees  by 
UBtmiDg  a  dwpotio  power  at  home.  It  hai  foond  a  iaoL  m  the  l^hi 
«ad  jonnile  aon  [Mr.  I^tt]  of  the  great  Musster  who  eaified  ottr 
glory  to  its  hig^Leet  pitch.  Bat  it  shall  never  have  the  inBignififtart 
■pprobstion  of  an  old  and  worn-out  Bon  of  anetber  MiniMar  {^ 
Bobtft  Walptde],  who,  though  leas  brilliantly,  maintained  thia 
oKin^  in  tlu  enjoyment  d  the  tweaty  happiest  yean  tfiat  England 
em  enjoyed.  Tonr  pert  and  ignorant  Ci^ml  at  YaA,  picking  op 
{actions  dander  htm  party  Kbela,  atigmatiaed  that  raoeBait  man  «> 
the  patron  of  eamiption,  Aoa^  aU  Jiia  news  and  aH  hia  notiona 
tended  to  nothing  but  to  preaerre  the  present  family  on  the  throne, 
and  the  natkn  in  peace  and  afflnenee.  Yonr  own  blind  amUtion  of 
being  the  head  tif  a  party,  which  had  no  precise  system  in  view,  has 
made  yon  embrace  every  pEuttal  sound  whioh  yon  took  for  popularity  ; 
and  being  enraged  at  every  man  who  would  not  be  dictated  to  by 
your  crude  visiims,  yon  have  donndered  into  a  thousand  abfiurdittea ; 
and,  thongh  you  set  out  with  pretending  to  reform  Parliament,  in 
order  to  lower  the  infiaenoe  of  the  Crown,  you  have  plunged  into 
the  most  preposterous  support  of  prerogative,  because  Lord  North, 
then  the  Orown  Mininter,  declared  egaiost  your  innovations,  and 
baa  since  fallen  into  disgrace  with  the  King.     I  am  not  so  httle 

'  On  tha  Tth  of  Angiut,  ITU,  Oa  OaantoM  of  Haraonrt  «a  nuda  k  Tji/tj  of  tba 
Badebunbai  to  Uw  (ta^s  fa  Ite  IMM  of  Iha  Dtahoa  of  Algfll,  -"Ig-Ti 


.looted  in  my  prinoiplei  as  to  imiiate  or  oo-opente  wbk  jwl  I  m 
going  out  of  fhe  world,  and  am  determined  to  die  aa  I  )m,YB  UTed^ 
cansiatetU.  Ton  are  not  much  yoonger  ihan  I  am,  and  onght  to 
have  acted  a  more  temperate  and  rational  part; — bat  iluit  ia  no 
business  of  mine. 


2209.    TO  SIR  HOBACB  XAKIT. 

March  1%  1784. 

YouB  nephew  sends  yon  such  regular  aooounts  bom  the  fountaia- 
:bead|  the  House  of  Ooramow^  that  I  oould  only  retail  ^em  moie 
.imperfeotly.  As  it  wiU  not  be  long  before  you  see  him,  yoa  w31 
understand  oar  state  of  polities  better  by  question  and  answer,  than 
,from  maimed  or  partial  relatiaiis.  The  present  feiae  of  things  loob 
,like  a  suq)6iision  of  anus — not  a  truoe;  much  leas  has  yoor 
hal^-nephew  suooeeded  in  his  endeayours  to  negotiate  an  aooomno- 
dation.  The  Opposition  aoquiesoe  in  raising  the  supplies;  and, 
4)onie^iaitly,  flie  rest  of  the  session  is  not  likely  to  be  tempestaioiii» 
aaithasbeen. 

You  may  be  sure  that/ap[»ove  of  your  nephew's  intention  «f 
wiihdrawiDg  from  Parliament  Aa  I  have  never  hr  cma  moment 
regretted  my  own  retirement  from  that  disagreeaUe  oooapation»I 
<€annot  wonder  at  another's  behig  siek  of  it  Ambition^  vanity ,  and 
interest  may  leooneile  one  to  acting  a  part  in  (heir  theatre ;  but 
wheie  tkejf  toe  weak  motives^  or  not  eristent»  how  many  are  Aere  tp 
difl^fustl 

-  Tou  peroeiTe  that  I  have  reeeived  yoofs  oi  Feb.  l4Mi,  and  tho 
^newB  of  Fkrence  in  it  which  require  no  answer.  No^  have  I  any 
to  send  you  in  retum.  Politics  have  engrossed  all  oonveisatibon,  and 
stifled  other  events^  if  any  have  ha^^eDed.  Thus,  I  find  it  difBeuIt 
to  be  so  punctual  as  I  was  wont^  or  to  fill  a  decent  sheet  wben,  I  do 
jwrite.  Indeed,  our  ladies  who  used  to  contatbute  to  enliven  cone* 
lQM)ndence9  are  become  politiciansi  and,  as  Iiady  Tcwnley  says^ 
'^squeeie  a  littte  too  nuudi  lemon  into  conversation.''  They  have 
been  called  back  a  little  to  their  own  prQ&8sion-^-dress»  by  a  mugni- 
ficeqt  ball  which  the  Prince  cf  Wfdes  gave  two  nights  ago  to  near 
six  hundred  persons,  to  which  the  Amuous  of  botii  parties  were 
invited ;  and  not  a  scratch  was  given  or  received  I 

I  am  impatient  fer  Oavalier  Mozzi's  answer  to  Mr.  Sharpe's 
letter.   The  one  you  sent  me  from  the  former  came  too  late ;  and. 
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tiiongli  he  montioiis  the  difltress  that  delay  would  oecasion  to  him  hj 
his  probably  xniasing  the  opportunity  of  buying  into  the  French 
fondsy  it  was  impoasible  for  me  to  go  baok.  I  had  avoided  the 
inconyenienoe  of  throwing  up  the  refereeship,  by  the  sole  expedient 
of  deciding  all  but  the  interest  on  interest,  and  leaving  that  to  be 
accommodated  by  Ihe  parties  tbemselvesy  on  which  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  pronounce,  unless  by  allowing  it  to  my  Lord,  which  I  both 
tiiought  unjust,  and  which  Oayalier  Mozzi  himself  had  aknost  absth 
kUefy  forbidden  me  to  grant — I  say  almost,  for,  though  not  posiUvefy, 
he  had  represented  so  strongly  against  it,  that,  concurring  with  mine 
wad  Mr.  Sharpens  sentiments,  I  could  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to 
eomply ;  and  indeed,  if  I  had,  Mr.  Doane  and  I  should,  after  so  long 
m  suspenser  haye  been  of  yery  litde  use,  as  Lucas  would  have 
obtained  yery  near  all  he  demanded  in  the  most  unbounded  manner 
at  fint  I  haye,  I  am  persuaded,  offended  my  Lord  much,  and 
do  not  doubt  but  that  Lucas  will  haye  insinuated  fliat  I  have  given 
his  Lordship  full  excuse  for  doing  ani^aet  to  my  prejudice;  but  I 
laugh  at  thai-^I  am  neither  fool  enough  to  expect  to  outliye  him, 
nor  care,  if  I  should,  whether  he  totally  disinhaiits  me,  as  I  condnde 
he  would.  I  will  not  pay  the  smallest  degree  of  court  to  him,  boft 
raflker  less,  if  less  could  be,  smoe  I  am  become  his  next  heir.  I  will 
not  owe  eyen  what  my  birth  would  entitle  to,  to  any  insmcerity. 
Judge,  flien»  whether  I  should  not  be  hurt,  if  Cayalier  Mom  should 
Mspect  me  of  haying  acted  with  any  partiality.  I  doubt  whether  I 
haye  not  shown  too  much  on  kia  behal]^  though  I  haye  often  checked 
myself  when  I  peroeiyedit;  for  indignation  atthetreatment  of  him, 
resentment  on  othttr  accounts  to  his  adyersaries,  and  eyen  the  yaaity, 
ihe  oetentatious  yanity  of  acting  uprightly,  may,  and  I  really  beKeye 
iiaye,  biassed  my  indinationB  againti  the  party  Jbr  whom  I  was 
employed: — but  then,  I  haye  really  done  nothing  but  by  Mr. 
Duane's  adyice;  and  by  his  adyice  haye  allowed  much  more  to  my 
'Lord  than  I  eyer  bdieved  he  had  a  right  to ;  and  which,  if  he  had 
behayed  handsomely,  and  not  been  guided  by  Lucas,  he  would  not 
have  claimed,  v^iataver  his  pietensions  were. 

I  beg  your  pardon  for  dwelling  so  mmk,  on  this  tedious  atfur. 
Tou  will  soon,  I  trust,  hear  no  more  of  ii 
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SSOOl    to  sib  HOftACft  IIAITK. 

BerheU^  Sgwwe,  Mardk  8^  17S4. 

Thb  Diflflolatioti  of  Parliaxiieiit»  a  muomaYtB  so  long  upon  Ae 
anvil*  a&d  ao  often  iniennitted»  has  at  lart  taken  plaoe.  Hie  Kii^ 
went  to  the  House  on  Wednesday,  and  in  Um  woids  declared  Ub 
intention ;-— a  strange  event  intemipted  the  blow  finr  a  momeat  la 
the  preoeding  ni|^t»  some  thieves  had  broken  into  the  OhanoeUar's 
honsoy  and  stolen  the  Qieat  Seal  I  The  hubbub  it  oooaaLoaed  tag 
some  houxB  was  prodigious ;  but»  as  fonns  and  eeieinonias  ace  not 
quite  so  awfdl  as  before  lime  was  arrived  at  years  of  difleretioiiy  a 
cast  was  taken  ofi^  and  served  for  the  death  warrant  of  tbe  House  of 
€onunons  last  night  In  truth  theare  does  not  seem  to  remain  aay 
terfor  in  solemnity^  when  housebneakers  make  fiee  with  the  head  of 
the  law  himsel£  I  doubt,  that,  lor  a  month  <Hr  six  weeks  to  oob% 
one  shall  have  additioaal  oooasiiOB  to  keep  watoh  and  waid«  AH  Ae 
island  will  be  a  soene  of  liot,  and  probably  of  violeooe.  Theparties 
are  not  separated  in  gentle  mood:  there  ^prill,  tfaey  sqr*  be  oontesled 
elections  everywhere ;  consequentilyt  vast  expense  and  ammeettna 
The  Court,  it  is  believed,  will  have  the  msijority  in  the  new  ParUa* 
xuent  As  your  nephew  does  not  intend  to  be  of  ii^  yon  will,  I 
conclude^  see  him  sopn;  but  he  is  out  of  town,  and  I  know  notiuag 
lofhizn.  I  only  write  now  just  to  mark  the  4aaais»  though  to-neR^ 
papers  would  have  notified  the  event ;  bnt  you  l0i«^  now  and  then^ 
to  have  the  confirmation  fitn  me.  I  ha/ve  not  received  ttom  yot 
that  of  d^  Pretend^'s  death,*  though  it  has  been  pnUie  1mm  fids 
iortiiighL  IdonotmAanthatlcaredaekawaboutit;  aodpeilia|is 
you  thought  jott  had  mentiaoed  it  Does  his  bnytibar  maan  ta 
eooirclehis  hat  with  a  diadem,  likd  old  King  Henry  of  Portugal  ;*  or 
sratfaer  more  Uke  the  imaginaiy  (Siatlas  the  Tcafli  of  FraBoe,*  the 
puppet  of  the  League  P 

I  have  not  only  not  heard  from  yioii  <>n  the  part  of  Momif  but 
not  a  wotd  £»m  fihaipai;  and,  thCisfor^  I  aonclnde  no  anawer  is 
oome. 

'  This  pfored  to  be  BtronmrnB,  He  had,  hoiw&mt,  beengifen  0Ter,aiid  kadreeeiTed 
extreme  unetion. — Walfoli. 

*  Oerdinal  Henry,  imde  and  noeeeMr  of  Don  SebaeUaa. — Walvoxa. 

'  The  Cardinal  of  Bourbon,  unde  of  Heniy  IV.  of  Fiance,  proclaimed  king  bj  tha 
name  of  Charlea  X.  bj  the  Leagae,  though  a  prisoner  to  hia  nephew,  in  whi^ 
eonfinement  he  died. — WaiiPoxa. 
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We  hhre  no  private  news  at  alL  Lideed,  pdEtids  are  all  In  all. 
1  questloa  whether  any  woman  intrigaes  wilh  a  man  of  a  different 
party.  Little  girls  say,  ''Pray,  Miss,  of  whioh  side  are  youP''  I 
heard  of  one  that  said,  ''  Mama  and  I  eannot  get  Papa  oyer  to 
our  aide !  '* 

The  weather  is  as  yiolent  as  onr  oontests.  Though  the  winter 
was  so  long  and  severe,  we  had  snow  two  days  ago,  and  have  again 
to-day ;  yet  our  ealamiiies  are  trifling  to  what  we  hear  from  the 
continent :  from  Germany,  destruction  of  bridges  by  inundations ; 
and  still  more  dreadfrd  from  Holland.  Well  I  politics  and  tempests 
are  important  in  their  day,  and  then  sink  into  the  mass  of  events, 
and  lose  their  striking  characteristics — ^the  sufferings  of  individuals. 
I  have  lived  so  long,  and  have  seen  such  a  succession  of  both  kinds 
of  ecmvulrions,  that  they  make  little  more  impression  on  me  tiiaii 
the  scenes  of  a  play. 

To  the  present  drama,  Elections,  I  shall  totally  shut  my  ears. 
Such  subjects  as,  however  noisy,  one  is  sure  to  hear  of  no  more  the 
moment  they  are  over,  are  to  me  insupportable.  I  hated  elections 
forty  years  ago ;  and,  when  I  went  to  White's,  preferred  a  conver- 
sation on  Newmarket  to  one  on  elections :  for  the  language  of  the 
former  I  did  not  understand,  and,  consequently,  did  not  listen  to ; 
the  other,  being  uttered  in  common  phrase,  made  me  attend,  whether 
I  would  or  not  When  such  subjects  are  on  the  tapis,  they  make 
me  «  very  insipid  correspondent  One  cannot  talk  of  what  one  does 
not  care  about;  and  it  would  be  jargon  to  you,  if  I  did :  however, 
do  not  imagine  but  I  allow  a  sufioient  quantity  of  dulness  to  wj 
time  of  Ufe.  I  have  kept  up  a  oorreqpondenoe  with  you  with 
tolerable  (^irit  for  three-and-4brty  years  together,  without  our  once 
meeting.  Oan  you  wonder  iiiat  my  pen  is  worn  to  Hbe  stump  P  You 
see  it  does  not  abandon  you ;  nor,  though  consouNis  of  its  own  decay, 
endeavour  to  veil  it  by  silence.  The  Archbishop  of  Gil  Bias  has 
long  been  a  lesson  to  me  to  watch  over  my  own  ruins ;  but  I  do  not 
extend  that  jealousy  of  vanity  to  commerce  with  an  old  friend, 
You  knew  me  in  my  days  of  folly  and  riotous  spirits ;  why  diould  I 
hide  my  dotage  from  you,  which  is  not  equally  my  fault  and 
reproach  P  I  take  due  care  tiiat  nobody  should  hear  of  me  but  two 
or  three,  who  persuade  me  that  I  stfll  live  in  their  memories;  bj 
the  rest  I  had  rather  be  f orgetML 
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ttOL    TO  SIR  HOSAOS  MAHK. 

BtrUe^B^nan,  Monk  to,  17H. 

As  I  expect  yonr  nephew  in  town  previously  to  his  setting  out  tat 
Florence,  and  as  his  residence,  I  conclude,  from  his  having  let  his 
house  in  London,  will  he  very  short,  I  prepare  a  letter  to  send  hy 
him,  lest  I  should  not  have  time  to  write  it  leisurely  when  he  oomes^ 
and  is  departing  again  instaiitly. 

My  letters,  since  the  great  change  in  Ihe  Administratioiiy  have 
been  rare,  and  much  less  informing  thah  they  used  to  be.  In  a 
word,  I  was  not  at  all  glad  of  the  Revolution,  nor  have  the  smallest 
connection  with  the  new  occupants.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  c^ 
boldness  on  both  sides.  Mr.  Fox,  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  hardy 
measures  to  correct  and  save  India,  and  coupling  with  that  rou^ 
medicine  a  desire  of  confirming  the  power  of  himself  and  his  aUies, 
had  formed  a  great  system,  and  a  very  sagacious  one ;  so  sagacious, 
that  it  struck  France  with  terror.  But  as  the  new  power  was  to  be 
founded  on  the  demolition  of  that  nest  of  monsters,  the  East  [India] 
Company,  and  their  spawn  of  Nabobs,  &c,  they  took  the  alarm ;  and 
the  secret  junto  at  Court  rejoiced  that  they  did.  The  Court  struck  the 
blow  tti  the  Ministers ;  but  it  was  the  gold  of  the  Company  that 
really  conjured  up  the  storm,  and  has  diffused  it  all  over  England. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Pitt  has  braved  the  majority  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  has  dissolved  Ihe  existent  one,  and,  I  doubt,  given  a 
wound  to  that  branch  of  the  Legislature,  which,  if  the  tide  does  not 
turn,  may  be  very  &tal  to  the  Constitution.  The  nation  is  intoxi* 
cated,  and  has  poured  in  Addresses  of  Thanks  to  the  Crown  fof 
exertingthe  prerogative  agaimi  the  palladium  of  Ihe  peojde.  The 
first  consequence  will  probably  be  that  the  Court  will  have  a  eonsi* 
derable  majority  upon  the  new  elections.  The  country  has  acted 
with  sdbh  precipitation,  and  with  so  little  knowledge  of  the  question, 
that  I  do  not  doubt  but  thousands  of  eyes  wiU  be  opened  and  wonder 
at  themselves;  but  Ihe  mischief  will  be  done  I  But,  without  talking 
of  tutuKty  and  constitutional  points,  you  may  easily  judge  what 
detriment  the  nation  must  have  received  already.  The  first  year 
after  a  war — and  after  so  &tal  awar! — ^was  the  moment  to  set  about 
repairing  what  could  be  repaired.  Unai  year  is  already  lost,  totally 
losti  not  a  measure  has  been  taken  yet ;  and  it  will  be  the  end  of 
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Hay  be&re  eren  the  Bession  oan  b^;iii.  Unanimi^,  too,  was 
cnemtial ;  instead  of  which,  behold  two  partisB  rerived  with  as  much 
animosify  aa  orer  actaated  fectiom,  ezoept  in  religions  wars  1  It 
was  deemed  of  the  last  wgency  that  the  East  India  Bill  should  have 
gone  by  the  diqis  in  February  I  not  a  bill  is  yet  in  the  ^^sbell. 
The  Cabinet  of  Versailles  speak  fheir  opinion  plainly,  by  being 
cealooB  for  Ur.  Fitt ;  a  sad  oompHment  to  him  I  And  they  are 
sending  a  powerfol  fleet  to  Lidia,  aooumpanied  by  Bpaniards  and 
Dnteh.  Chiess  how  near  we  are  to  peaoe  with  Holland  I  Add  to 
all  theee  difGooltiee  the  inoapadty  of  the  new  Ministers.  Mr.  Pitt 
is  certainly  an  extraordinary  yoimg  man ;  but  is  he  a  snpematoral 
one  P  Do  not  tmst  to  me  bat  beliere  the  Foreign  Ministers.  There 
is  bat  one  Toioe  amongst  them  on  the  marvelloos  superiority  of 
Hr.  Fox,  and  tlie  nnheard-of  facility  of  doing  business  with  him. 
Se  made  the  peace  between  the  Turks  and  Kusea ;  and  Simonin, 
ibe  hitter's  Minister,  told  the  King  himself  so  in  the  Drawing-room 
sinoe  Fox*s  fell.  On  the  contrary,  those  foreigners  talk  loudly  of  the 
extreme  iguoranoe  of  the  new  Secretaries.  Our  Ambassador  at  Paris 
is  a  prOTorb  of  insufficience.  Lord  Shelbnme  (who,  by  the  way, 
aeems  likely  to  soooeed  one  of  his  snoceeBOis,  Lord  Sydney,)  said  the 
other  day,  "  Upon  my  word,  I  hear  that  the  Duke  of  Dorset's  letters 
are  written  very  well ;  he  talks  of  the  ceded  islands  as  if  he  knew 
where  they  are." 

This  is  a  bnof  sketch  of  part  of  oar  history ;  for  particnlars,  I 
refer  myself  to  your  nephew.  Ton,  with  irtLom  I  have  oonveised 
so  &eely  for  above  hrty  yean,  oovdd  not  want  a  cine  to  my  senti- 
ments on  the  pT<i6ent  crisis.  I  never  have  changed  my  principles, 
nor  am  likely.  I  shall  continue  to  write  to  you  on  great  events,  but 
without  comments,  which  would  be  imneceBsary  after  I  have  given 
you  this  key. 

In  a  general  \'iew,  I  snppose  we  shall  fell  into  all  &e  distractions 
of  a  ruined  country.  The  memory  of  wiiat  we  have  been  so  recently 
will  exasperate  our  feelings ;  or  we  shall  grow  insensible,  remain 
dissipated  till  totally  impoverished,  and  perhaps  imagine  from 
indolence  that  submission  is  ease  I  I  am  so  near  the  end  of  my 
course,  that  I  bear  theee  nnoomfortable  prospects  with  more  indif- 
fisrenoe  than  I  shoald  have  done  some  yean  ago.  I  take  no  part ; 
fbr,  "whsa  boys  are  on  the  stage,  a  veteran  makes  bat  an  av^^ard 
figure :  nor  oan  I  tap  a  new  controvert,  of  which  I  shall  probably 
aee  but  litfie  of  the  progress.  Methiidis  one  ought  to  be  ready  to 
go  at  tme's  tim^  and  not  be  called  away  when  one  has  much  to  db. 
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I  was  enough  engaged  when  fixe  former  Pitt'  and  Fox  were  tha 
heroes  of  the  scene.  Were  I  to  list  under  the  son  of  the  one  or  the 
other,  I  should  feel  as  if  I  were  reading  the  romance  of  *  Amadis  de 
Gaul/  which  continues  through  the  adventures  of  his  sou. 

Apriinih. 

I  hear  nothing  of  your  nephew,  nor  know  whare  to  inquire ;  yet» 
as  he  has  parted  with  his  house  in  town  and  abandoned  his  borough, 
I  conclude  he  perseveres  in  his  intention  of  visiting  you,  and  that  I 
shall  see  him  before  he  sets  oui 

The  scene  is  wofnlly  changed  for  the  Opposition,  though  not  half 
the  new  Parliament  is  yet  chosen.  Though  they  still  contest  a  veiy 
few  counties  and  some  boroughs,  they  own  themselves  totally  defeated* 
They  reckon  themselves  sure  of  two  hundred  and  forty  members : 
they  probably  will  not  have  an  hundred  and  fifty;  and,  amongst  them, 
not  some  capital  leaders, — ^perhaps  not  the  Oommander-in^Cihie^ 
Mr.  Fox,'  certainly  not  llie  late  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army,  General  Conway.  In  short,  between  the  industry  of  the 
Court  and  the  India  Company,  and  that  momentary  frenzy  that 
sometimes  seizes  a  whole  nation,  as  if  it  were  a  vast  animal,  such 
aversion  to  the  Coalition  and  such  a  detestation  of  Mr.  Fox  have 
seized  the  country,  that,  even  where  omnipotent  gold  retains  its 
influence,  the  elected  pass  through  an  ordeal  of  the  most  virulent 
abuse.  The  great  Whig  feumlies,  the  Cavendishes,  Bockinghams, 
Bedfords,  have  lost  all  credit  in  Uieir  own  counties ;  nay,  have  been 
tricked  out  of  seats  where  the  whole  property  was  their  own :  and 
in  some  of  those  oases  a  royal  finger  has  too  evidently  tampered,  as 
well  as  singularly  and  revengefully  towards  Lord  North  and  Loid 
Hertford ;  the  latter  of  whom,  however,  is  likely  to  have  six  of  his 
own  sons*  in  the  House  of  Commons — an  extraordinary  instanoe. 
Such  a  proscription,  however,  must  have  sown  so  deep  resent- 
ment as  it  was  not  wise  to  provoke ;  considering  that  permanent 
fortune  is  a  jewel  that  in  no  orown  is  the  most  to  be  depended 
upon  I 

Whenlhave  told  you  these  certain  truths, and  when  you  must  be 
aware  that  this  torrent  of  unpopularity  broke  out  in  the  capital,  will 

*  ICf  .  PiU  WM  Moond  ton  of  WiUism  Bsil  of  Ohatham,  who  wis  alio  »  Moond  wo 
ss  Charlet  Fez  wm  of  Lord  Holland,  a  Moond  son  abo. — Walfols. 

'  TboagK  Mr.  Fox  wai  elected  both  for  Westminster  and  Klrkwan,  peUtions  flroa 
both  were  presented  against  him.— Walpolk. 

*  He  did  get  bnt  five  of  his  sons  into  that  parliament.— Waltoli. 
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it  not  soiiiid  like  a  eontradictioii  if  I  afBrm  that  Mr.  Vox  himself  ii 
still  struggling  to  be  chosen  f or  Westminster^  and  maintains  so  sturdy 
a  fight,  fliat  Sir  Oeoil  Wray,  hisantagonist,  is  not  yet  three  hundred 
ahead  of  him,  thoi^  the  Court  exerts  itself  against  him  in  the 
most  yiolent  manner,  by  mandates,  arts,  &c — ^nay,  sent  at  onoe  a 
body  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  of  the  Guards  to  give  their  votes  at 
houiBeholders,  which  w  l^gal,  but  which  my  &ther  in  the  most  quiet 
seasons  would  not  have  dared  to  do  P  At  first,  thecontest  thieatened 
to  be  bloody :  Lord  Hood'  being  the  third  candidate,  and  on  the  side 
of  the  C!oiurt,  a  mob  of  three  hundred  sailors  undertook  to  driye 
away  the  opponents ;  but  the  Irish  chairmen,'  leing  retained  by  Mr. 
Pox's  party,  drove  them  back  to  their  element  and  oared  the  tars  of 
their  ambition  of  a  naval  victory.  In  tmtl ,  Mr.  Fox  has  all  the 
popularity  in  Westminster ;  and,  indeed,  is  sc  amiable  and  winning, 
that,  could  he  have  stood  in  person  all  over  England,  I  question 
whether  he  would  not  have  carried  the  Parliament  The  beldams 
hate  him ;  butmost  of  the  pretty  women  in  London  are  inde&tigable 
in  making  interest  for  him,  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire  *  in  particular. 
I  am  ashamed  to  say  how  coarsely  she  has  Keen  received  by  some 
worse  than  tars  I — ^But  me  nothing  has  shocked  so  much  as  what  I 
heard  this  mormng :  at  Dover  they  roasted  a  poor^Sxr  alive  by  the 
most  diabolic  allegory  I — a  savage  i;neaiine8s  that  an  Iroquois  would 
not  have  committed.  Base,  cowardly  wretches  I  how  much  noblet 
to  have  hurried  to  London  and  torn  Mr.  Fox  himself  piecemeal  I  I 
detest  a  country  inhabited  by  such  stupid  barbarians.  I  will  write 
no  more  to-night ;  I  am  in  a  passion  t 

Your  nephew  has  been  in  town  for  a  moment,  and  called  on  me ; 
but  hurried  into  Kent,  apprehending  an  opposition  to  his  Mend,  Mr. 
Marsham :  *  but  Lord  Mahon,*  a  savage,  a  republican,  a  royalist — ^I 
don't  know  what  not — has  been  forced  to  drop  it ;  and  your  nephew 

'  Lord  Hood  wai  an  admiral. — Walpoli. 

*  Almott  all  ibe  hackDay-dhainniii  in  London  wero  Irish.— Waifoml 

'  Lady  Oooigiana  8p«noer.  She  certaiiily  procured  the  greateei  pari  of  Mr.  Fex'a 
votes  for  him ;  though  the  Coort  party  endeayonred  to  deter  her  by  the  most  illiberal 
and  indecent  abate,  yet  they  could  not  fix  the  smallest  stain  on  herrirtoe. — Walpolb. 

*  The  Hon.  Chariee  Marsham,  son  and  heir  of  Bobert^  seoond  Lord  Bomn^y. 
Wrazall  describcA  him  as  a  man  by  no  means  prepossessing  or  engaging  in  his 
manners ;  bnt  admits  that  he  wanted  not  ability,  and  that  he  deservedly  attracted 
general  eoosideratioii  in  his  pariiamentary  capacity.— WaiOHV. 

'  Lord  Mahon»  by  his  first  marriage,  stood  in  the  near  relation  of  brother-in-law  to 
Mr.  Pitt  He  was  a  rery  eccentric  man  in  dress  and  manners,  and  his  opinions  were 
tinged  with  republicanism.    His  temper  was  impetuous  and  fiery. — Walpoul 
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win  set  out  immediatelyi  and  sends  for  this  letter,  wUek  I  must 
finish  in  haste.  I  can  add  nothing  newly  decisiTe.  The  Court  will 
have  a  great  niajoritjr ;  but  the  tide,  at  least  here,  begins  to  tmn. 
They  did  not  carry  a  supply  of  six  new  Directors  of  the  East  India 
Company  swimmingly  yesterday :  Mr.  Fox  was  within  two  or  three 
voices  of  choosing  three  of  those  very  Mends  who  were  to  haye  been 
members  of  his  bill,  which  proyes  that  he  has  still  great  weight 
among  the  proprietors.  His  own  election  for  Westminster  still 
continueSy  and  he  has  recovered  much  ground  within  these  three 
days,  so  that  Sir  Cecil  Wra/s  majority  iji  above  300  is  reduced 
to  176. 

The  aspect  in  Ireland  is  cloudy;  nay,  has  been  stormy.  The 
mob  broke  into  the  House  of  Commons,  and  insulted  the  members 
toT  not  passing  what  is  called  the  Protecting  Duties,  whidt  your 
nephew  must  explain ;  but  the  rioters  were  suppressed  and  impri- 
soned— reste  i  voir  whether  the  Vohtnieen  will  not  espouse  ihe 
ProteeHng  LutieSf  which  might  be  very  serious.  I  thought  and 
said,  that  our  India  Bill  was  still  more  a  bill  for  Ireland ;  meaning, 
that  if  lost,  and  the  liinistry  changed,  I  concluded  the  Irish  would 
say,  that  it  was  not  fit  to  be  governed  by  a  countrjr  that  could  not 
govern  itself  for  six  months  together.  It  looks  as  if  I  had  not  been 
totally  mistaken ;  nor  shall  I  be,  if  France,  whose  whole  eye  is  on 
India,  should  contrive  to  find  us  employment  in  Ireland.  That 
island  is  more  d  leur  pwrt4e  than  America  was.  In  short,  the 
present  reign  may  be  painted  in  one  sentence,  which  I  found  f  other 
day  in  Muratori's  'Annals  of  Italy:'  ** Cento  ei  ricMeggono  ad 
edifioare;  un  eoh  bastaper  dwtruggere  tuttoJ*  Adieu!  Betum  me 
this  letter. 


2802.    TO  THE  SABL  OF  HABCOUET.' 

BetUeif  Bguan^  AprU  20^  ITS^ 

I  HAD  a  person  with  me  on  particular  business,  which  prevented 
me  firom  answering  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  obliging  note 
immediately,  and  thanking  you  for  the  sight  of  Prior's  picture,  which 
is  indeed  an  uncommonly  fine  head.  I  was  prevented  from  waiting 
on  your  Lordship's  ancestors,  as  I  have  been  at  Strawberry  Hill,  and 
returned  but  yesterday  late;  and  I  do  not-pretend  to  dispute  Sir 

'  Now  firai  pttUished. — CirvMaoHjuc. 
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^odna'a  ddU*  ai  be  suiBt  know  better  thim  I  do  the  pehoilliiig  of 
(di&reiit  marten.  At  fint  sight  I  laerely  suppoeed  the  Prior  was 
painted  by  old  Didd»  but  I  dajce  to  say  1^  Joshua  is  in  the  right. 

If  inoluiation  were  to  govern  me,  I  should  hare  no  oocasion  to 
give  a  promise  of  yisiting  N^eham ;  but  as  in  second  infeuicyy  as 
well  as  in  the  firsts  one  is  in  the  power  of  one's  parents,  Father 
Age  and  Mother  Gout  do  not  allow  me  to  enter  into  podtiye  engage* 
ments,  and  I  dare  only  pledge  mjrself  to  do.  with  their  good  pleasure^ 
what  I  shall  certainly  ineb^  while  I  haye,  &o. 

Hob.  Walfolb. 


880&    TO  SIB  HOBACB  XAKK. 

Berhdeff  Square,  AprU  29, 1784. 

Nbvbb  did  more  trayerses  happen  even  in  a  lawsuit  than  befisU 
poor  Cavalier  Mozzi  I  Three  weeks  ago  Mr.  Duane  sent  me  the 
Cavalier's  letter  to  Mr.  Sharpe,  with  the  handsome  offer  of  1000/., 
which  I  concluded  my  Lord  would  jump  at;  and  I  e:q>ected  to  hear, 
that,  as  soon  as  he  could  despatch  an  answer,  I  should  have  notice  to 
settle  the  whole  affair  with  tiie  lawyers.  No  such  summons  arrived. 
Alas  I  the  night  before  last  I  was  told  accidentally  that  Mr.  Duane 
had  had  a  stroke  of  apoplexy  I  I  unmediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Sharpe 
to  inquire:  he  has  this  moment  been  with  me,  confirmed  the 
melancholy  story,  adding^  that  he  doubts  much  of  Mr.  Buane's 
recovery.  However,  he  brought  me  my  Lord's  answer — satisfiEustory 
so  Celt,  as  that  he  wiU  dose  with  the  Cavalier's  offer ;  but  not  at  all 
content  wilh  it.  No  matter :  the  afilEur  will  at  least  be  terminated, 
though  neither  side  will  be  pleased.  A  little  time,  I  suppose,  will 
be  wasted  in  waiting  for  the  event  of  Mr.  Duane's  iUoess ;  and 
Lucas,  as  Mr.  Sharpe  said  this  morning,  will  not  hurry  himself  a  jot 
more  than  a  snail :  yet,  whether  poor  Mr.  Duane  recovers  or  noi^ 
the  matter  will  be  adjusted ;  it  might,  no  doubt,  in  a  week,  but  I 
daze  to  say  will  not  be  finished  in  two  months. 

As  I  B&at  you  all  the  news  I  knew  by  your  nephew,  I  have  none 
to  add.  Most  elections  are  over ;  and,  if  they  were  not,  neitheryoa 
nor  I  care  about  such  details.  I  have  no  notion  of  filling  one's  head 
wilh  oiitramstanoes  of  which,  in  six  weeks,  one  is  to  disdbarge  it  for 
ever.  Lideed,  it  is  well  that  I  live  little  in  the  world,  or  I  should 
be  obliged  to  provide  myself  with  that  viaticum  lor  common  conver- 
sation.   Our  ladies  are  grown  such  vehement  politicians,  that  no 
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oditr  topie  ii  adtioniQile ;  nay,  I  do  not  haffw  iHlottier  ycm  mwt  not 
learn  our  politioi  ht  thaooMMraotfumtat  Floreaoe, — at  least,  if  Pan 
gives  the  ^  to  Italy,  as  it  ased  to  do.  There  are  as  wann  paxiiei 
for  Mr.  Fox  or  Mr.  Pitt  at  Yereailks  and  Amsterdam  as  in 
Westminster.  At  tiie  first,  I  suppose,  th^  exhale  in  epigrams ;  aie 
expressed  at  the  second  by  case*knii^ ;  at  tile  last  tiiiey  vent  them- 
selves  in  deluges  of  satiiio  prints,'  though  with  no  more  wit  Htkm 
there  is  in  a  ease-knife.  I  was  told  last  night  that  our  engraved 
pasquinades  for  this  winter,  at  twelvepence  or  sizpenee  a-pieoer  wedd 
cost  six  or  seven  pounds. 

Having  written  thns  £ELr,  I  reoeived  yours  of  the  QQif  in  which  I 
find  Cavalier  Moazi  is  anew  displeased  with  Mr.  Shaipe,  whom 
indeed  I  do  not  understand.  He  told  me  to-day,  as  justifying  my 
Lord's  dissatis&ction,  that  he  did  think  his  Lorddiip  was  entitled  to 
interest  on  interest  on  part  of  his  demand ;  namely,  on  what  Lady 
Qiford  had  taken  away  from  the  seats  in  the  country.  This  he  had 
mat  mUmaUd  before  ;  nor  indeed  does  he  now  pretend  that  my  Lord 
should  have  more  than  the  1000/.  fliat  he  consents  to  take.  For 
Sharpens  demand  of  the  same  allowance  as  he  used  to  have  from  my 
Lady,  it  is  extortion ;  as  he  certainly,  by  his  own  statement,  has  n<4 
been  collecting  rents  since  her  death.  In  short,  I  can  only  recur  to 
my  old  opinion,  that  Cavalier  Mozzi  should  have  come  over  himsdf : 
I  could  have  given  him  advice  here ;  but  being  made  referee  lor  my 
Lord,  I  could  not  take  part  against  him.  I  doubt  I  have  gone  to 
the  utmost  limits  of  decency  and  equity  to  protect  Mosszi ;  and 
Lucas,  I  am  persuaded,  will  have  represented  that  delicaqy  in  the 
#or8t  Hghi  I  do  notcare;  I  will  take  no  step  to  diseulpate  myseli 
I  am  (mly  sorry  that  I  could  do  no  better  for  Mozzi :  though  I 
repeat  it,  he  must  in  part  blame  himself  for  not  coming  to  defend  hiei 
own  cause,  which  has  given  Siarpe  and  Lucas  fall  elbow-room  for 
plundering  him ; — and  yet  Sharpe  blames,  or  pretends  to  Uame^ 
Lucas ;  and  I  must  own,  in  justice  to  the  former,  that  more  than 
once  he  did  provoke  the  latter  by  his  opposition.  I  hope  that 
Mozzi  gained  so  much  by  Lady  Orford^s  favour,  from  what  was 
not  wxQkin  reach  of  our  legal  harpies,  fliat  he  will  be  much  at 
his  ease. 

>  '^  Fox  nklihiitStjenrtCMeatiim  had  doM  him  more  miidiiflf 
m  parlkment^  or  the  works  of  the  preia.    The  prints  of  Carlo  Khan,  Fox  mnning 
away  with  the  India  Honse,  Fox  and  Bnike  quitting  Paradise  when  tnmed  ont  of 
ofloe^  aad  many  other  of  these  publications,  IumI  certainly  a  vast  eSRMA  on  the  paUte 
oand."   hoird  OumeeUor  JOdtm.  *Uk  of  Twiss,'  ?oL  i  ^  162)b--CvxximnAM. 
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.  We  do  not  know  that  Ladjr  Charlotte  Herbert  ii  dead,  though  a 
IdterreoetTed  to-day  represents  her  eaae  88  totally  desperate.  Thongk 
her  JEiiher  was  foroed  to  be  acquainted  with  her  danger,  his  retam 
will  be  fieur  from  a  consolation.  We  are  not  surprised  at  any  extra* 
yaganoe  in  his  Lovdship's  morals,  thon^  at  his  age ;  but  mneh  at 
has  prefligacy,  coonteracting  his  aTarioe.  I  will  gire  yon  one 
inshiiice  of  the  latter^  At  Wilton  he  always  recommends  his  port 
before  his  other  wines,  saying,  **  I  can  warrant  the  port  good,  for  I 
make  it  myBsUl'' 

I  am  aoiry  to  hear  yon  are  tormented  by  the  fhenmafcism.  Ihave 
had  it  in  my  shonlder,  thongh  not  sharply,  ever  since  last  July,  and 
pteSat  the  goat  to  ii  The  latter  goes  at  its  period,  and  does  not 
return  for  some  time ;  but  the  rheumatism  may  depart  to«day  and 
eome  beck  to-morrow,  or  neyer  leave  one  at  adL  Our  winter  has 
been  didefiil  too,  though  less  so  than  in  many  countries.  Of  spring 
there  was  not  a  symptom  a  fortnight  ago,  though  commmily  many 
trees  and  most  shrubs  are  in  fall  leaf  by  the  end  of  April  I  shall 
visit  my  Strawberry  to-morrow,  and  hope  at  least  to  fold  the  grass 
yerdani  We  are  so  pestered  by  robbers,  that  a  month  ago  I  thought 
thqr  had  stolen  all  the  turf  of  my  meadows.  Good  night  I  It  is 
near  one  in  the  morning. 


2804.    TO  THK  HON.  B.  &  OONWiLT. 

Berkeley  Sqwxrtf  Wtdmetdaijf,  May  6, 1784. 

Your  cherries,  for  aught  I  know,  may,  like  Mr.  Pitt,  be  half  ripe 
before  others  are  in  blossom ;  but  at  Twickenham,  I  am  sure,  I  could 
find  dates  and  pomegranates  on  the  quiskset  hedges,  as  soon  as  a 
cherry  in  swaddUng-clothes  on  my  walls.  The  very  leaves  on  the 
horse-cfaesnuts  are  little  snotty-nosed  things,  that  cry  and  are  afraid 
of  the  north-wind,  and  ding  to  the  bou^  as  if  old  poker  was  coming 
to  take  them  away.  For  my  part,  I  have  seen  nothing  like  spring 
but  a  chimney-sweeper's  garland;  and  yet  I  have  been  three  days  in 
the  country — and  the  consequence  was,  that  I  was  glad  to  comeback 
to  town. 

Ido  not  wonder  that  you  feel  differently;  anything  is  warmth  and 
verdure  when  compared  to  poring  over  memorials.  In  truth,  I  think 
you  will  be  much  happier  for  being  out  of  Parliameni  Tou  could 
do  no  good  there ;  you  have  no  views  of  ambition  to  satisfy :  and 
when  neither  duty  nor  ambition  calls,  (I  do  not  condescend  to  name 
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avaiii^y  inrUeh  never  18  to  be  Baikfied,  nor  desert 
nor  has  any  plaeein  your  breast,)  I  eaanot  conceive  wbat  eatJufaetion 
an  dderly  man  can  have  in  listening  to  the  passiana  or  fidlies  of 
others :  nor  is  eloqaenee  such  a  banqnet,  when  one  knows  that» 
whoever  the  cooks  are,  whatev^  the  sauces,  oae  has  eaten  «8  good 
beef  or  mutton  before,  and,  perhaps,  as  well  dressed.  It  is  snnly 
time  to  live  for  one's  self,  when  one  has  not  avast  wUle  tolive;  and 
yon,  I  am  persuaded,  will  live  the  longer  for  leading  a  country  Kfe. 
How  much  better  to  be  planting,  nay,  making  experiments  cm  smdce 
^if  not  too  dear),  tiian  reading  apphcatJons  Aom  offlcets,  a  quarter  d 
vdbom  you  could  not  serve,  nor  content  three  quartersi  You  had 
not  time  for  necessary  eoceroise;  and,  I  believe,  wouU  have  blinded 
yourseli  In  short,  if  you  will  live  in  the  air  all  day,  be  totally  idle^ 
and  not  read  or  write  a  line  by  candle-light,  and  retrench  joar 
siqypers,  I  shall  rejoice  in  your  having  nothing  to  do  but  that  dreadfol 
pi^Tii^lim^tj  plflttgjng  yAwiyftVf    Nobody  has  any  claims  ou  you ;  you 

have  satisfied  every  point  of  honour;  you  have  no  cause  for  being 
particularly  gratefdl  to  the  Opposition ;  and  you  want  no  excuse  fiur 
living  for  yourself.  Your  resolutions  on  economy  are  not  only 
prudent,  but  just ;  and,  to  say  the  truth,  I  believe  that  if  you  had 
continued  at  the  head  of  the  Army,  you  would  have  mined  yonnelfL 
You  have  too  much  generosity  to  have  curbed  yourself,  and  would 
have  had  too  little  time  to  attend  to  doing  so.  I  know  by  myself 
how  pleasant  it  is  to  have  laid  up  a  little  for  those  I  love,  for  tiiose 
tiiat  dq>end  on  me,  and  for  old  servants.  Moderate  wishes  may 
be  satifded ;  and,  which  is  still  better,  are  less  -liable  to  disappoint- 
ment. 

I  am  not  preaching,  nor  giving  advice,  but  congratulating  you: 
and  it  is  certainly  not  being  selfish,  when  I  rejmce  at  your  being 
thrown  by  circumstances  into  a  retired  life,  though  it  will  occasion 
my  seeing  less  of  you :  but  I  have  always  preferred  what  was  most 
for  your  own  honour  and  happiness ;  aiid  as  you  taste  satisfoction 
already,  it  will  not  diminish,  for  they  are  the  first  moments  of  passing 
fromalmsy  life  to  a  qtdet  one  that  are  the  most  irksome.  Youhave 
tiie  felicity  of  being  able  to  amuse  yourself  with  what  the  grave 
world  caUs  trifles ;  but  as  gravity  does  not  happen  to  be  wisdom, 
trifles  are  fiill  as  important  as  what  is  respected  as  serious ;  and 
more  amiable,  as  generally  more  innocent  Most  men  are  bad  or 
ridiculous,  sometimes  both :  at  least  my  experience  tells  me  what  my 
reading  had  told  me  before,  that  they  are  so  in  a  great  capital  of  a 
sinking  country.    If  immortal  £Eane  is  his  object,  a  Gato  may  difr— 
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but  he  will  do  no  good.  11  oidy  {he  prdserTatioii  of  his  Tiitae  liad 
been  his  potnt,  he  might  haye  lived  oomfbrtably  at  Athens,  like 
Attioofl — ^whoy  by  the  way,  happens  to  be  as  immortal;  though  I 
-will  give  him  credit  for  having  had  no  sooh  view.  Indeed^  I  look  on 
this  conntry  as  so  irreooverably  on  the  verge  of  rain,  from  its 
eBormoos  debt»  from  the  loss  of  Amerioa,  from  the  almost  as  certain 
proqieot  of  losing  India»  that  my  pride  would  didike  to  be  an  actor 
when  the  crash  may  happen. 

Ton  seem  to  think  thf^  I  might  send  you  more  news.  So  I  mighty 
if  I  would  talk  of  elections ; '  but  those,  you  know,  I  hate,  as,  in 
general,  I  do  all  details.  How  Mr.  Fox  has  recovered  such  a 
majority  I  do  not  guess ;  still  less  do  I  comprehend  how  there  oould 
be  so  many  that  had  not  voted,  after  the  poll  IumI  lasted  so  long.' 
Indeed,  I  ^ould  be  sorry  to  understand  such  mysteries. — Of  new 
peen,  or  new  elevatioDs,  I  hear  every  day,  but  am  quite  ignorant 
which  are  to  be  true.  Rumour  always  creates  as  many  as  the 
Ejng,  when  he  makes  several  In  hct,  I  do  know  nothing. 
Adieu  I 

* 

P.S.  The  summer  is  come  to  town,  but  I  hope  is  gone  into  the 
country  too. 


SSO&    TO  MISS  HANKAH  HOBS.S 

ifoy  8, 1784. 

Mk.  Walpols  thanks  Miss  More  a  thousand  times,  not  only  for 
so  obligingly  complying  with  his  request,  but  for  letting  him  have 
the  satisfaction  oi  possessing  and  reading  again  and  again  her 
charming  and  very  genteel  poem,  the  '  Bas  Bleu.^    He  ought  not, 

'  The  iMurliune&i  bad  been  dSasolTed  In  Mareh,  and  a  new  one  wm  tammoned  to 
aieei  on  tbe  ISih  of  May. — Wbiob*. 

*  ICf .  Pitt  nji^  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  WUberforoe,  of  the  8th  of  April,  "Westminster 
goes  on  well,  in  spite  of  the  Duchess  of  Deronshire  and  the  other  women  of  Uie 
people ;  bat  when  the  poll  will  close  is  nncertain."  At  the  close  of  it»  on  the  17th  of 
Maj,  the  numbers  were,  for  Hood  6894,  Fez  6228^  Wray  599S.  Walpole,  whose 
delioate  health  at  this  time  confined  him  almost  entirely  to  his  hons^  went  in  a  sedan- 
ehMT  to  giTe  his  rote  for  Mr.  Foz. — Wrioh* . 

*  Wslpole's  intimacy  with  Miss  Hannah  More  commenced  in  the  year  17S1.  The 
following  passages  occur  in  her  letters  of  that  and  the  following  year :  "  Mr.  Walpole 
has  done  me  the  honour  of  inviting  me  to  Strawbeny  Hill :  as  he  is  said  to  be  a  shy 
nan,  I  musieonsider  this  as  a  grsai  compliment."—''  We  dined  the  other  day  at 
fitrawbeny  Hill,  and  passed  as  delightful  a  day  as  elegant  literature,  high  bieedbig, 
and  llTcly  wit  can  afford.  As  I  was  the  greatest  stranger,  Mr.  Walpole  dcToted  himself 
to  my  amusement  with  great  politeness."— Weiobs. 
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in  modeflty,  to  oommend  to  mudli  a  pieoe,  in  whiok  he  himself  is 
flattered;  but  truth  is  nu»e  durable  then  blnflhing^  and  he  miui  be 
just,  though  he  may  be  yain«  The  ingenuity  with  which  ahe  has 
introduced^  so  easilyi  Tery  difficult  rhymee,  is  admirable ;  and  thofugh 
there  is  a  quantity  of  learning,  it  has  all  the  air  of  negligence^ 
instead  of  that  of  pedantry.  As  she  ooaunaudB  him*  he  will  not 
disobey ;  and,  so  fiar  from  giving  a  single  oopy^  he  gives  her  his 
word  that  it  shall  not  go  out  of  his  hands.  He  begs  his  partieulsr 
oomplimenis  to  Mrs.  Garrick,  and  is  Miss  Hore's  nrad  devoted  and 
muidL  obliged  humble  seryani 


S80S.    TO  THB  HON.  H.  a  CONWAY. 

BtnmbtrrfHiO,  Mo^  SI,  1T84. 

I  AM  perfectly  satisfied  with  your  epitaph,'  and  would  not  have  a 
syllable  altered.  It  tells  exacUy  what  it  means  to  say,  and,  that 
truth  being  an  encomium,  wants  no  addition  or  amplification.  Nor 
do  I  love  late  language  for  modem  fEtcts,  nor  will  European  tongues 
perish  since  printing  has  been  discovered.  I  should  approve  French 
least  of  all ;  it  would  be  a  kind  of  insult  to  the  vanquished :  and, 
besides,  the  example  of  a  hero  should  be  held  out  to  his  countrymen 
rather  than  to  their  enemies.  Tpu  must  take  care  to  have 
the  word  caused,  in  the  last  line  but  one,  spelt  rightly,  and  not 
caus*d. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  Parliament  but  what  you  saw  in  the 
papers.  I  came  hither  yesterday,  and  am  transported,  like  you, 
with  the  beauty  of  the  country ;  ay,  and  with  its  perfumed  air  too. 
The  mae-iide  scents  even  the  insides  of  the  rooms. 

I  desired  Lady  Aylesbury  to  carry  you  Lord  Melcombe's  *  Diary.** 
It  is  curious  indeed ;  not  so  much  from  the  secrets  it  blabs,  which 
axe  rather  characteristic  than  novel,  but  from  the  wonderfrd  folly  of 
the  author,  who  was  so  fond  of  talking  of  himself,  that  he  tells  all 
he  knew  of  himself^  though  scarce  an  event  that  does  not  betray  his 
profligacy ;  and  (which  is  still  more  suiprising  that  he  should  dis- 
close) almost  every  one  exposes  the  contempt  in  which  he  was  held. 


'  An  epitaph  for  tlie  monimieiit  erMtad  bj  Um  Stoftes  of  Jtxwsj  to  the  BMrnoiy  of 
If^for  PoAnon,  killod  in  tho  aUaok  of  tbal  UkHid  by  the  Tnneh,  Ia  Jaanaij  ITSI.— 
Bbebt. 

*  9m  note  at  p.  479  of  this  Toliuie.— OommraaAM. 


1T84.]  TO  SIB  HOBAOB  MAKV.  4Tt 

and  his  oonseqaential  disappointments  and  disgraces  I  Waft  ever 
any  man  the  better  for  another's  experience  P  What  a  lesson  is 
here  against  yersatility !  I,  who  have  lived  through  all  the  soenes 
unfolded,  am  entertained;  but  I  should  think  that  to  younger 
readers  half  the  book  must  be  unintelligible.  He  explains  noiliing 
but  the  oiroumstaiioes  of  his  own  situation;  and,  though  he 
touches  on  many  important  periods,  he  leaves  them  undeveloped, 
and  often  undermined.  It  is  diverting  to  hear  him  rail  at  Lord 
Halifax  and  others,  for  the  very  kind  of  double-dealing  which  he 
relates  coolly  of  himself  in  the  next  page.  Had  he  gone  backwards, 
he  might  have  given  half-a-dozen  volumes  of  his  own  life,  with 
similar  anecdotes  and  variations.  I  am  most  surprised,  tibat  when 
self-love  is  the  whole  ground- work  of  the  performance,  there  should 
be  litUe  or  no  attempt  at  shining  as  an  author,  though  he  was  one. 
As  he  had  so  much  wit  too,  I  am  amazed  that  not  a  feature  of  it 
appears.  The  discussion  in  the  Appendix,  on  the  late  Prince's 
question  for  increase  of  allowance,  is  the  only  part  in  which  fliere  is 
sense  or  honesty.  There  is,  in  the  imperfect  account  of  Bodhfort, 
a  strong  oireumstance  or  two  that  pleased  me  much.  There  are 
many  passages  that  will  displease  several  others  throughout. 

Ut.  Ooxe's  '  Travels' '  are  very  different:  plain,  dear,  sensible, 
instructive,  and  entertaining.  It  is  a  noble  work,  and  precious  to 
me  who  delight  in  quartos:  the  two  volumes  contain  twelve  hundred 
pages ;  I  have  already  devoured  a  quarter,  though  I  have  had  &em 
but  three  days.    [The  rest  of  this  letter  is  lost] 
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iftrawftany  HiO,  Jme  Z,  1784. 

Ab  I  was  told  two  days  ago  that  Mr.  Duane  is  recovered,  and 
still,  as  I  heard  nothing  fiom  Lucas  or  Sharpe,  I  yesterday  wrote 
to  tiie  latter,  complaining  of  the  continuation  of  delay,  though  all 
points  are  agreed,  and  dedaiing  I  was  ashamed  of  seeing  Cavalier 
Mozzi  so  incessantly  ill-treated.  That  nij^t  I  found  a  letter  on  my 
table  firom  Sharpe, — not  an  answer  to  mine,  which  he  could  not 
have  received ;  but  one  to  tell  me  that  he  had  the  day  before  had  a 
letter  fiom  the  Cavalier,  consenting  to  all  their  demands,  and  pro- 

>  '  TrvrtU  in  Fdand,  BoMia,  SwvdeB,  and  Draanik,  inimpwud  with  Higtorl«al 
BeUtioni  and  PoUtkal  InqiiixiM;  bj  WUliam  Coze,  M.A.,'  in  two  volumet  qiuurto.— 
Wbiobt. 
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•mWDg'  to  dend  the  necessary  order  on  the  feUowmg  Sfttnidqr. 
Sharpe  adds  these  words :  ''  In  the  mdan  time  Mr.  Laoes  and  I  have 
prepared  a  writing  for  the  mutoal  diaohaige  of  all  demands,  which 
is  now  submitted  to  Mr.  Doane's  consideration.'' 

Thus  I  suppose,  (U  la«i,  when  all  has  been  extorted  fliat  can  be, 
those  honest  gentlemen  will  let  the  Oayalier  receive  his  remaining 
pittance ;  though,  no  doubt,  Lucas  will  not  be  veiy  ezpeditioas,  if 
he  can  help  it,  for  fear  of  breaking  his  good  old  custom  of  bemg 
dilatory. 

Well  I  but  a  letter  was  not  all  I  found  froln  Sharpe;  it  was 
accompanied  by  a  very  large  snuff-box,  and  a  request  to  inquire  of 
ffcu  whe&er  any  letter  of  advice  was  sent  by  you  to  any  person,  cr 
the  bill  of  lading  signed  by  the  captain  of  the  Swedish  ship  the 
*  Esperance'  (the  captain's  name  Lingdeen),  to  whom  was  consigned, 
in  January  1782,  the  portrait  of  Lord  dintcm,  by  Yandyck,  whidi, 
the  Oavalier  says,  in  April  last  was  addressed  to  your  nephew  fer 
my  Lord,  and  (tf  which  my  Lord  has  yet  heard  nothing  more.  OhI 
but  now  comes  the  curious  part  I  13ie  snuff-box,  which  is  a  Uaok 
tcNrtoise-ehell  one,  contains  an  uncommonly  large  enamel  portrait,  by 
Zincke,  of  Lady  Orford,  painted,  I  suppose  early,  for  my  brother 
OiibrdL  Tl^  features  are  extremely  like ;  the  countenance  not  at 
all  so :  (Ma  the  nedc  is  a  flaw  from  the  furnace.  If  I  was  surprised 
at  its  being  sent  to  me,  I  was  not  less  at  its  real  destination.  It  was 
.sent  to  me^  says  Sharpe,  by  his  Lordship,  eith^  to  be  fcurwarded  to 
the  Cavalier  in  return  (for  the  Lord  Clinton),  or  to  have  it  copied 
in  oil  to  the  size  of  life  three-quarters ;  **  but  I  know  no  hand,'* 
continues  he,  **  tibat  I  think  can  do  that  to  any  advantage."  He 
then  asks  my  opinion,  as  it  is  supposed  the  Cavalier  would  prefer  a 
portrait  near  to  the  size  of  Ufe.  A  more  absurd  or  indelicate  thought 
never  entered  into  the  head  of  man ;  but,  indeed,  it  is  a  madman's 
liead !  I  did  no^  refdy,  that  I  concluded  the  Cavalier,  had  he  wished 
for  a  portrait  of  my  Lady,  might  have  obtained  one  from  her,  and 
could  not  wish  for  one  painted  fifty  years  ago.  I  did  just  hint,  thai 
it  would  be  a  very  odd  present  from  my  Lard  to  the  Cbeotter,  but 
said  I  did  not  presume  to  give  advice :  that  for  a  copy,  tiie  picture 
which  has  no  merit  but  in  the  excellence  of  the  enamel,  would  make 
a  wofrd  appearance  in  oil ;  for  it  is  in  the  plain  barren  manner  of 
that  time,  totally  void  of  ornament  and  grace.  And  so  I  sent  it 
back  to  let  the  cabal  decide,  whose  delicacy  I  do  not  doubt  will 
decide  for  sending  the  original ;  especially  as  a  copy,  or  any  other 
present,  would  cost  a  few  guineas,  which  they  had  rather  get  for 
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fhemselves.  Howeyer,  it  became  me  to  object  to  the  impropriety 
of  giving  away  his  mother's  pictorei  and  to  the  person  in  flie  world 
to  whom  he  should  not  send  it — and  there  I  shall  leave  it  I 

Your  nephew,  I  depend  upon  it,  has  been  with  you  some  time, 
and  satisfied  yon  in  all  you  could  wish  to  know.  The  new  Parlia- 
menty  as  the  papers  will  have  told  you,  and  as  the  progress  of  the 
elections  foretold,  is  decidedly  witiii  the  Oonrt*  Noihing  extra- 
ordinary has  passed  there  or  anywhere  else.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons is  occupied  by  the  Westminster  election,  and  sat  on  it  till  six 
this  morning ;  nor  yet  is  it  finished.  You  know,  I  cannot  bear 
election  contests,  nor  ever  inform  myself  of  their  circumstances. 
In  truth,  I  am  very  ignorant  of  what  is  passing.  I  have  been 
settled  here  this  fortnight,  though  two  dreary  wet  days  drove  me  to 
town ;  but  I  returned  to-day,  and  shaU  stay  here  if  tiie  weather  is 
tolerable,  though  London  is  brimMl — but  then  it  is  brimfull  of 
balls,  shows,  breakfasts,  and  joys,  to  which  my  age  sajrs  No,  and  my 
want  of  inclination  a  treble  No.  It  is  my  felicity  to  have  remem* 
bered  how  ridiculous  I  have  formerly  thought  old  people  who  forgot 
their  own  age  when  everybody  else  did  not ;  and- it  is  lucky  too  that 
I  feel  no  disposition  that  can  lead  me  into  absurdities.  The  present 
world  might  be  my  grandchildren ;  as  they  are  not,  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  them.  I  am  glad  they  are  amused,  but  neither  envy  nor 
wi^h  to  partake  of  their  pleasures  or  their  business.  When  one 
preserves  one's  senses  and  faculties,  and  suffers  no  pain,  old  age 
would  be  no  grievance  but  fer  one ;  yet  oh !  that  one  is  a  heavy 
oalamity — the  surviving  one's. Mends:  nay,  even  the  loss  of  one's 
contemporaries  is  somethingi  Bt  least,  I  cannot  feel  interested  about 
a  generation  that  I  do  not  know. 

I  felt  this  very  sensibly  last  weeL  I  have  no  taste  for,  and  soaroe 
ever  read,  the  pamphlets  and  political  letters  in  the  newspapers ; 
but  I  cannot  describe  the  avidity  with  which  I  devoured  a  new 
publication.  A  nephew  of  Lord  Meloombe's  heir  has  published 
that  Lord's '  Diary.' '  Indeed,  it  commences  in  1749,  and  I  grieve  it 
was  not  dated  twenty  years  earlier.  However,  it  deals  in  topics 
that  are  ten  times  more  femiliar  and  firesh  to  my  memory  than  any 

'  ^  The  Oppoittioii  mo^ed  an  imwidweat  to  the  addrMi^  whiA  was  Mpported  Ij 
only  114  votes  ag»in«t  282. — Walpoul 

*  It  is  generally  named  '  Dodington's  lfemoin.'~WALpdLa.  See  Walpole's 
aeeonnt  of  Qeoige  Babb  Dodington,  Lord  Meloombe,  in  the  Appendix  to  toL  L 
(p.  605)  of  the  quarto  edition  of  Walpole's  Mhnoiret  of  Qeorge  II.,  there  priniQ4 
from  Walpole's  MS.  note  in  Ids  own  copy  of  '  Dodington's  Diary.*  See  tlse 
Walpole's  Works,  vol  L  pp.  4M»  Ml--^vaaiKaiiAii. 
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passage  ttiat  has  happened  within  these  six  months.  I  wish  I  eonU 
convey  it  to  you.  Though  drawn  by  his  own  hand,  and  certainly 
meant  to  flatter  himself,  it  is  a  troer  portrait  than  sjxy  at  his  hire- 
lings would  haye  giyen.  Never  was  sooh  a  oonqxmtion  of  vanity, 
versatility,  and  servility  I  In  short,  there  is  but  one  feature  wanting 
— ^his  wit,  of  which  in  his  whole  book  there  are  not  three  sallies. 
I  often  said  of  Lord  Hervey  and  Dodington,  that  they  were  the 
only  two  I  ever  knew  who  were  always  aiming  at  wit,  and  yet 
generally  found  it  There  is  one  light  in  which  the  book  pleases 
tne  particularly ;  it  fully  justifies  the  unfetvourable  opinion  I  always 
had  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  Mr.  Pelham,  and  which  was 
thought  such  heresy  during  their  lives. 

I  have  somehow  or  other  made  out  a  longer  letter  than  I  expected. 
My  correspondence  in  summer  has  commonly  been  barren,  and 
probably  will  not  be  luxuriant  in  this,  though  the  Parliament  will 
be  sitting :  but  I  shall  know  no  more  than  the  newspapers  tell  me ; 
and  they  are  grown  so  communicative,  that  you  may  draw  tnm 
the  fountains,  without  my  purloining  a  pitcher  here  and  thore  to 
aend  you.    Adieu  I 


aSOS.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  AYLBSBUBT. 

Qtrawbary  HM,  TSietdaif  nighi,  Jmm  B,  1784. 

You  frightened  me  finr  a  minute,  my  dear  Madam ;  but  every 
letter  since  has  given  me  pleasure,  by  telling  how  rapidly  yon 
recovered,  and  how  perfdotly  well  you  are  again.  Pray,  however, 
do  not  give  me  any  more  such  joys.  I  shall  be  quite  ecmtent  with 
your  remaining  immortal,  wiUiout  the  foSl  of  any  alarm.  You  gave 
all  your  friends  a  panic,  and  may  trust  their  attachment  without 
renewing  it.  I  received  as  many  inquiries  the  next  day  as  if  an 
Archbishop  was  in  danger,  and  all  the  Bendi  hqped  he  was  going  to 
heaven. 

Mr.  Conway  wonders  I  do  not  talk  of  Voltaire's  'Memoirs.' 
Lord  bless  me  I  I  saw  it  two  months  ago ;  the  Luoans  brought  it 
from  Paris  and  lent  it  to  me :  nay,  and  I  have  seen  most  of  it 
before ;  and  I  believe  this  an  imperfect  copy,  lor  it  ends  no  how 
at  alL  Besides,  it  was  quite  out  of  my  h^id.  Lord  Meloombe's 
*  Diary '  put  that  and  everything  else  out  of  my  mind.  I  wonder 
much  more  at  Mr.  Conway's  not  talking  of  this!  It  gossips  about 
the  living  as  fiuniliarly  as  a  mod^m  newspaper     I  long  to  hear 
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■mhak  *  •  *  *  81^  about  h.  I  visH  tbe  IfewsfAperB  were  ai 
aecorate  I  Thef  have  been  oinnmiBtBiitial  about  Ladjf  Waitmgham't 
Urtti-day  olothei,'  wbioli  t«  be  sine  one  is  glad  to  know,  only 
■uloiokily  tkere  is  no  siuih  penos.  Hoverer,  I  dare  to  say  that  her 
dress  ms  very  beooBOligf  and  Uiat  ^  looked  charmingly. 

Hm  montli  of  Jnhe^  Moootdmg  to  onStom  immemorial,  ia  as  oold  as 
Gbtutmas.  I  kad  a  fir*  last  m^i,  «id  all  my  mse-bod^  1  believe, 
Irovid  have  beea  vciry  glad  to  sit  by  it  I  have  otlier  grievaooes  to 
boot ;  bat  at  they  are  annuals  too, — nd^iett,  pe^le  to  see  my  hoose, 
— ^I  wiU  not  torment  yoOr  Ladydup  with  them :  yet  I  know  nothing 
else.  Kone  af  my  neighbours  are  oome  into  the  country  yet :  one 
mndd  think  all  the  dowagers  wen  elected  into  ttie  new  Parliament. 
ftJifni)  my  deOv  Madaai  !* 


U».    TO  THl  OOfTHTIBB  OF  OEMOBT. 

Sbwkny  am.  /WK  IB,  im. 

Tou  are  very  oblig^g.  Madam,  to  embraoe  aay  opportnoif^  <A 
reviving  our  oorrespondenoe,  and  still  more  kind  on  that  you  have 
token.  I  am,  indeed,  very  happy  in  Ijady  Chewton's  safety.  I  am 
pleased,  too,  ^t  she  has  a  bay,  as  it  pleases  her  and  Lord  Chewton; 
nor  do  I  wish  her  to  encumber  him  with  a  bevy  of  indigent  infantas ; 
bat  alas !  what  is  an  heir  where  there  is  so  little  to  inherit  P  Ixird 
Chewton  has  every  amiable  virtue  that  man  oan  h«ve ;  but  virtues 
ure  like  the  pipkins  u^tjd  by  chemists  in  search  of  the  philosopber's 
stone,  which  are  very  worthy  utensils  when  employed  in  hnmbls 
offices,  but  mighty  apt  to  crack  in  pursuit  of  gold ;  and,  therefore, 
I  neither  believe  nor  desire  that  he  would  go  upon  the  process.  I 
went  to  town  on  Tuesday  to  ini^uire  after  her ;  and  tJut  is  all  X 
know  of  London.  I  have  been  constantly  here,  where  there  ia 
nothing  to  know,  but  thut  it  ia  oold  when  it  should  be  bol^  and  that 


■  This  U  the  iMt  of  Wilpok'*  printed  lattan  to  the  dughler  of  Hmj  BaUenden,- 
■nd  the  «)fo  of  hl(  ««ii^'  ud  b*onrite,  Mr.  Cobw^.  "  Tm,  ilr,  hare  kbo  had  ui 
■gieetble  Ud;  at  jonr  booie,  lAo  hii  the  farther  adnnUge  of  jontli  ud  betntj — I 
UIMBi  Um  Oo^MU  of  A;MbiR7 ;  whtM  ofcutOi  and  whole  condncl  faave  alwaja 
bMB'eqn^MbaMd  li7thMaIhw«hMhl«|Mk«t  b«r.  I  ban  bean  told  rii«  wm 
a  lorer  of  retircmeDt  In  her  idd  lerd't  time ;  I  do  not  know  what  *>ie  vimj  be  in.  her 
jon^  OolDiul'i.'  She  ia,';6s  ki^w;  dsU^ter' to  OentrU  dunpbell  and  to  Uiat 
B«U»nd«ii,  itta  Tia  ao  mlefacatM  rira  taaM  of  hmoor  to  QaMta  OaiVliM.  It  la  m 
wonder,  then,  Uutl  aha  U  pleaung."    itod^  litn^ontugk  to  3hauto»a,  Aug,  81, 1TB& 

CU**III<IU1H. 
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there  is  as  groat  plenty  as  if  a  boaid  of  seasons  oonld  cany  on  the 
businesSy  and  let  Qie  place  of  fiist  commissioner  be  a  sinecure  to  their 
principal,  the  son.  My  absence  from  London  has  been  the  reason 
of  my  not  waiting  on  Lady  Bavensworth ;  which  I  certainly  will  cm 
the  first  opportunity.  If  she  could  do  me  the  honour  of  visiting 
Strawberry,  it  shoidd  be  made  as  easy  to  her  Ladyship  as  I  could 
contrive ;  nor  are  there  more  than  fifteen  steps  in  two  flights  up  to 
the  Blue  Boom,  and  three  more  only  to  the  Star  CShamber.  Will 
you,  Madam,  be  so  good  as  to  negotiate  this  for  me ;  and  to  say  that 
in  any  case  the  young  lady  (whose  name  I  don't  know)  may  com- 
mand a  ticket  for  any  morning  she  pleases,  on  giving  me  notice  two 
or  three  days  before,  for  you  must  know  that  I  have  been  so 
tormented  with  visitants,  and  demands  of  breach  of  my  rales  and 
explanations,  Ac.,  that  I  have  been  forced  to  print  a  regulation,  or, 
in  fact,  a  memorial,  in  which  I  have  positively  declared  I  will  not 
depart  from  my  method.  All  my  mornings  are  disturbed,  and  the 
money  I  have  laid  out  to  make  my  house  agreeable  to  myBel^  has 
almost  driven  me  out  of  it  Lady  Bavensworth,  on  the  contrary,  if 
she  comes  herself,  will  have  Ihe  contrary  efiPect,  for  I  will  have  the 
honour  myself  of  showing  it  to  her. 

-  Captain  Oook*s  '  Voyage '  I  have  neither  read  nor  intend  to 
read.  I  have  seen  the  prints — a  parcel  of  ugly  faces,  with  blubb^ 
lips  and  flat  noses,  dressed  as  unbecomingly  as  if  both  sexes  were  ladies 
of  the  first  fashion ;  and  rows  of  savages,  with  backgrounds  of  palm- 
trees.  Indeed  I  shall  not  give  five  guineas  and  a  half — nay,  they 
sell  already  for  nine,  for  such  uncouth  lubbers ;  nor  do  I  desire  to 
know  how  unpolished  the  norih  or  soufli  poles  have  remained  ever 
since  Adam  and  Eve  were  just  such  mortals.  My  brother's  death 
has  made  me  poor,  and  I  cannot  now  afford  to  buy  eveiy  thing  I  see. 
It  is  late,  to  be  sure,  to  learn  economy,  but  I  must  do  it,  though  a 
Uitle  grievous,  as  I  never  was  able  to  say  the  multiplication  taUe. 
Well !  before  I  come  to  the  Bule  of  Three  it  will  be  all  over;  and 
then  an  obolus  wiU  serve  to  pay  the  ferryman.  How  he  will  stare 
if  I  cry,  "No,  stay,  I  cannot  give  you  that;  it  is  a  Queen  Anne's 
farthing." 

I  rejoice  in  Lady  Gtertrude's  recovery,  who  I  really  thought 
looked  very  ill.  I  cannot  say  so  of  Lord  Ossoiy,  and  yet  I  am 
glad  he  is  better,  if  he  wanted  to  reeover — though  he  is  so  healthy 
that  I  believe  he  cmly  took  his  anxiety  for  her  for  an  ague.  The 
young  and  robust  are  surprised  at  any  uneasy  sensation,  and  conclude 
it  ilhiess.    On  the  contrary,  we  andent  invidids  try  to  persuade 
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onndTH  Hut  any  oenatum  of  pain  pnHnisei  an  entire  eure — and 
ao  we  die,  jnst  vlien  we  imagine  we  liave  taken  a  new  lease. 


■na    TO  TBI  HOV.  H.  &  OOHWAT. 

»twtMy  ifftt,  Am  U,  1TS4. 

I  cu(  answer  you  very  readily  in  your  own  tone,  that  is,  about 
weather  and  oountiy  griovanoea,  and  without  ono  word  of  news  or 
politics ;  for  I  know  neither,  nor  inqnira  of  them.'  I  am  very  well 
content  to  be  a  Strulbrug,  and  to  exist  after  I  have  done  being :  and 
I  am  etill  better  pleased  that  you  are  in  the  same  way  of  thinking, 
or  of  not  thinking ;  for  I  am  sore  both  your  health  and  your  mind 
will  find  the  benefits  of  living  for  youraelf  and  femily  only.  It  were 
not  fit  that  the  yonng  should  concentre  themselves  in  so  narrow  a 
circle ;  nor  do  the  young  seem  to  have  any  such  intention.  Let 
them  mend  or  mar  the  world  as  they  please ;  the  world  takes  its 
own  way  upon  the  whole  :  and,  though  there  may  be  an  uncommon 
swarm  of  animaloulffl  for  a  season,  things  return  into  tboir  own 
channel  from  their  own  biaa,  before  any  e&ctiul  noatram  of  fiimi- 
gation  is  disoorerad.  Li  &e  mean  t^ne,  I  am  for  giving  all  due 
wei^t  to  local  gnevanoaa,  tluni^  with  no  natural  torn  towards 
attending  to  fliem :  but  tiiey  serve  finr  oonTeisation.  We  have  no 
newly-invented  grubs  to  eat  ou-  fruit ;  indeed,  I  have  no  fruit  to  be 
eaten :  bat  I  ahonld  not  lament  if  the  wonns  would  eat  my  gardener, 
wIk^  yon  hunr,  ia  so  bad  an  one  i^at  I  never  have  anytiiing  in  nj 
garden. 

I  am  now  waiting  for  dry  weather  to  out  my  hay ;  tiumgh 
BBtore  certainly  verer  intended  hay  should  be  eat  dry,  aa  it  always 
rains  all  June.  Bid  hwe  is  a  worse  oalamily ;  one  is  never  safe  by 
day  or  night :  Hn.  "Walsingham,  who  has  bought  your  brother's 
late  boose  at  Ditton,  was  robbed  a  fow  days  ago  in  ihe  high  road, 
within  a  mile  of  home,  at  atem  in  the  evening.  The  lA*  minonim 
gmtmn  jalfor  everything.  Last  night  they  stole  a  ooaple  of  yards 
of  lead  <]ff  die  pediment  of  the  door  (rfmy  oottage.  A  gentleman  at 
Putney,  who  laa  three  men-eervants,  had  his  house  broken  open 

'  *  Ai  poUtlM  ipM  in  ooDTttMUoa,  Hr.  Walpala,  tha  otbw  nl^  propoaad  that 
overrbodr  ihonld  forfeit  hmlf»«iowii  who  nid  uitliliig  toadiiig  to  tntiodnet  Um  Idw 
rftbar  of  mtDUten  or  opposltioiL  I  tdded,  that  wbocnr  ercn  mentioned  yitooal 
01  ft  /4»«kiD  mvff  dioold  be  oonddared  ■>  ptillj ;  tad  it  ni  kocotdioKlj  TOted.* 


4H  HQBMai  l^AI^FOLVa  UETTEICB,  [l^L 

last  week,  a^d  lo^t  Qojpe  fine  n^wiatureoy  wUclilici  yalaed  ao.  hpkeI^ 
ihat  he  would  qoI^  b^ng  them  up.  Tou  ma;  imagine  i^ihat  ajjai^^ 
this  gives  me  in  my  baunles  I  I  have  been  making  the  round  of  my 
fortifications  this  morning,  and  ordering  new  works. 

I  am  oonoeme4  for  the,  a(^^nt  you  eiye  me  of  your  brother, 
life  does  not  appear  to  be  such  a  jewel  as  to  preserye  it  carefully 
for  its  own  sake.  I  think  the  same  of  its  good  things  :  if  they  do 
not  procure  amusei^ent  or  eomforty  I  doubt  they  only  prod^uoe  the 
contrary.  Yet  it  is  silly,  to  repine ;  for,  probabfy^  whatever  any, 
ipan  does  by  choice,  he  knows  will  please  him  best^  or  at  least, 
will  prevent  greater  uneasiness.  I,  therefore,  rather  retract  my 
concern ;  for,  with  a  vast  fortune,  Lord  Hertford  might  certainly  do 
what  he  would :  and  if,  at  his  age,  he  can  wish  for  more  tjian  that 
fortune  will  obtam,  I  may  pity  his  taste  or  temper ;  but  I  shaD 
think  that  you  and  I  are  much  happier  who  can  find  enjoyments  in 
an  humbler  sphere,  nor  envy  those  who  have  no  time  for  trifling. 
I  who  have  never  done  anything  else,  am  not  at  all  weaiy  of 
my  occupation.  Even  three  days  of  continued  rain  have  not  put 
me  out  of  humour  <^r  spirits.  CW  beaucoup  dire  {or^^AngkM. 
Adieu! 


sail.    TO  THB  HON.  H.  &  CONWilT. 

Strmpberrif  HiU,  Jvf^  SQ,  I78i. 

Ikstbad  of  coming  to  you,  I  am  thinking  of  packing  up  aiid  going 
to  town  for  winter,  so  desperate  is  tibe  weather  I  I  found  a  gieat 
fire  at  Mrs.  dive's  this  evening,  and  Mr.  Baftor  hanging  over  it: 
like  a  smoked  ham.  They  tell  me  my  hay  will  be  all  spoiled  for 
want  of  cutting;  but  I  had  rather  it  should  be  destroyed  by  standilig 
than  by  being  mowed,  as  the  former  will  cost  me  nothing  but  tke^ 
crop,  and  'tis  very  dear  to  make  nothing  but  a  water-souohy  of  it 

You  know  I  have  lost  a  niece,  and  found  another  nephews  he 
makes  the  fifty-fourth,  reckoning  both  sexes.  We  are  certainly  an 
affectionate  fomily,  for  of  late  we  do  nothing  but  many  one  anoflier* 
Have  not  you  felt  a  little  twinge  in  a  remote  comer  of  your  heart  en 
Lady  Harrington's  death  P'    She  dreaded  death  so  extremely  thai 

'  Lady  Caroliofl  Fitooy,  dangliter  of'  GhvUs  Moood  Dokfi!  of  Gnfloo,  manled« 
1746,  WiUi&m  Stanhope,  Mcond  Earl  of  Harrington  (died  1779).  Walpole  deeoribefi. 
her,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  as  "  one  of  our  fint  heantiea.*'  She  was  a  widow  ai, 
tk& '  ime  of  her  death,  and  waa  boried  at  Kensington.    See  Walpole's  note  in  yqI.  L 

p.  ol2.       Cc'KtflMQHAX. 
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I  am  g^  she  had  not  a  moment  to  be  sensible  of  ii  I  have  a 
great  affection  for  sadden  deaths ;  they  save  oneself  and  everybody 
else  a  deal  of  oeremony. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Marlboroogli  breakfasted  here  on 
Monday,  and  seemed  mnloh  pleased,  though  it  rained  the  whole  time 
with  an  f^gyptian  darkness.  I  should  have  thoi%ht  there  had  been 
deluges  enough  to  destroy  all  Egypt's  other  plagues :  but  tike  news- 
papers talk  of  loousts ;  I  suppose  relations  of  your  beetles,  though 
probably  not  so  fond  of  green  fruit;  for  the  scene  of  their  campaign 
is  Queen-square,  Westminster,  where  there  eertainly  has  not  been 
an  orchard  since  the  reign  of  Canute. 

I  havci  at  last,  seen  an  airrballoon;  just  as  I  bnee  did  see  a  tiny 
reviewi  by  passing  one .  aceidtotally  on  Hounslow-heath.  I  was 
going  last  nig^t  to  Lady  Onslow  at  Richihond,  and  over  Mr. 
Cambridge's  field  I  saw  a  buxidle  in  the  air  not  bigger  than  th^ 
moon,'  and  she  herself  could  not  have  descended  with  more  com* 
posure  if  she  had  expected  to  find  Endymion  hat  asleep.  It  seemed 
to  'light  on  Biehmond-hill ;  but  Mrs.  Hobart  Was  going  by,  and  her 
eaijkire  prevented  my  s&eing  it  alight  The  papers  say,  that  it 
ballon  has  been  m|tde  at  Paris  r^resenting  the  caatle  of  Stockholm^ 
in  compliment  to  theKing  of  Sweden ;  but  that  they  are  afraid  to 
let  it  off:  So,  I  suppose^  it  will  be  served  up  to  him  in  a  dessert. 
No  great  progress,  ^urely>  is  made  in  these  airy  navigations,  if  th^ 
are  still  a£raid  of  risking  the  necks  of  two  or  three  subjects  for  the 
entertaimnent  of  a  visiting  sovereign.  There  is  seldom  a  feu  de 
jme  £6r  the  bitih  of  a  Datqphin  that  does  not  cost  more  lives,  t 
thought  royalty  and  science  never  haggled  about  the  valud  of  blood 
when  ej^erimants  are  in  the  question. 

I  shall  wait  for  summer  before  I  make  you  a  visit.  Though  I 
dare  to  say  that  you  have  converted  your  smoke^kilns  into  a  manu* 
facture  of  balloons,  pray  do  not  erect  a  Strawberry  castle  in  the  air 
fiir  my  reception^  if  it  will  cost  a  pismire  a  hair  of  its  head.  Qood 
toight  1  I  have  ordered  my  bed  to  be  heated  as  hot  as  an  oven,  and 
lonton  and  I  must  go  into  it. 

1  «  Luisidi's  Mii^"  iftji  Hannih  More,  "  when  I  law  it  jetterdaj,  Ipoking  lik^ 
%  p^top,  seeniMl,  I  atftiire  jou,  higher  than  the  moon, '  riding  towarda  her  highcai 
lioon."*— Wueflt. 
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8811    TO  SIR  HORACS  MAKN. 

I  HAYB  delayed  and  delayed  writiiigy  in  hopes  of  being  able  to 
aend  yon  the  completion  of  Cavalier  Mozzi's  bnsinefiB ;  but  at  laat 
I  have  lost  my  patience,  as  I  suppose  he  has.  Lncas  ia  intolerable. 
I  sent  him  word  of  it  the  moment  I  received  the  order  <mi  Mr.  Hoara 
Lucas  desired  to  see  a  copy  of  it :  I  sent  it  He  said,  Mr.  Hoara 
must  have  it  before  he  (Lucas)  could  withdraw  tibe  caveat :  but 
Lucas  had  stayed  some  time  before  he  gave  me  that  notice.  I 
replied,  I  would  deliver  the  order,  if  Mr.  Hoare  would  engage  to 
restore  it  to  me,  provided  he,  Lucas,  should  start  any  new  dilEculties; 
but  would  not  part  with  it  out  of  my  hands  till  everything  was 
ready  for  conclusion :  andl  did  eccpress  resentment  at  his  endeavour- 
ing to  represent  me  as  tiie  cause  of  the  delay.  I  said,  I  had  learnt 
eiroumspeotion  from  him,  and  gave  him  plainly  to  understand  tiiat 
I  would  not  trust  km  with  the  order;  in  which  I  believe  I  was  veiy 
much  in  the  righi  He  begged  my  pardon,  and  pretended  to  have 
had  great  difficulties  in  waiving  his  own  scruples— I  don't  know 
about  what  Still,  I  hear  nothing  from  him,  though  I  told  hun, 
near  a  fortnight  ago,  that  I  would  meet  him  and  Mr.  Hoare,  Ac,  in 
town,  whenever  they  would  give  me  notice  they  were  ready.  I  com- 
prehend nothing  of  all  this.  I  am  surprised  Lucas  is  not  impatient 
to  finger  his  booty ;  but  his  invincible  slowness,  in  which,  somehow 
or  other,  he  thinks  he  finds  his  account,  is  perhaps  the  sole  cause; 
for  I  do  not  see  how  he  can  possibly  hope  to  extort  more  from  Mossi 
than  he  has  done.  You  may  depend  upon  hearing,  the  moment  the 
aflEair  is  terminated. 

This  letter  is  merely  written  to  explain  my  silence  to  poor  Mood. 
I  know  no  news,  public  or  private.  The  Parliament  sits,  but  only 
on  necessary  business.  There  is  much  noise  about  a  variety  of 
new  taxes,  yet  only  few  have  a  right  to  com|dain  of  them.*  The 
majority  of  the  nation  persLsted  in  approving  and  calling  for  the. 
American  war,  and  ought  to  swallow  the  heavy  consequences  in 
silence.    Listead  of  our  colonies  and  trade,  we  have  a  debt  of  two 

>  The  Imdgei  oominriMd  %  kwa  of  six  milUoni,  whidi  wm  obtaiiMd  on  very  fvnwr- 
able  tenni,  and  an  increaee  of  tlie  window-tax,  to  make  np  lior  a  rednetion  of  tha 
dntiet  on  tea. — Walpoli. 
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hundred  and  feoraoore  nuUiotu  I  Half  of  Quit  enormons  burthen 
oar  *MH  otmntzy^gentlemen  have  aoqoired,  instead  of  on  alleriatioQ 
of  the  Land-tax,  which  they  vere  snoh  boobies  as  to  expect  from 
tile  proflectition  of  the  mi  I  Foaterity  will  periiapa  discover  what 
his  own  age  would  not  see,  that  my  bther's  motto,  Qaieta  non 
movere,  was  a  golden  sentence ;  bnt  what  avail  retrospecto  t 

Fray  tell  me  if  yon  know  anything  <^  a  very  thin  book  lately 
printed  at  Florence,  oalled  "Hie  Amo  Uiacellany,'  said  to  be 
printed  at  the  Stamperia  BondnociBna ;  and  what  does  that  mean  f 
The  Abb^  Bondnooi  I  thought  dead  many  yean  ago;  yet  that 
tenn,  and  t}ie  style  of  the  work,  seems  to  allude  to  his  buffoonery.' 
Hie  paper,  impreosion,  and  binding,  I  will  swear,  are  Florantiiie. 
This  d^  was  left  at  my  honae  in  town  without  a  name.  It  oonsiBts 
of  smne  pretended  translations  and'  odes  by  (pretended)  initiala, 
though  I  snppoee  all  by  the  same  hand.  The  twj  lii^t  atv.  a  piLstoral 
and  ao  ode  that  are  perfect  nonsense;  deni^iu^Jly  nonsciisical,  no 
doubt;  yet  undesignedly  too,  for  they  have  a-j  Immour,  or  at  least 
no  originality,  being  copies  of  Swift's  ballad,  '  ^lild  Arcadians,  ever 
blooming;'  and  certainly  nothing  is  so  easy  lus  to  mismat«h  sub- 
stantiTes  and  adjeotiTee,  when  the  idea  has  oucl'  been  started.  The 
lost  ode  seems  to  be  meant  to  ridicule  Gray's  magniriccnt  Odes,  and 
in  truth  is  better  than  the  serious  pieces ;  fur  a  thousand  persons 
can  mimic  an  actor,  who  cannot  act  themselves.  I  imagine  the 
whole  to  be  the  woik  of  young  Bedcford.*  He  is  just  returned 
from  Italy. 

One  of  my  hundred  nieces  has  just  married  herself  by  an  expe- 
dition to  Scotland.  It  is  Mrs.  Keppel's  second  daughter ; '  a 
beautaful  prl,  and  more  universally  admired  than  her  sister  or 
cousins  the  Woldegravee.  For  sunh  an  exploit  her  choice  is  not 
a  very  bad  one ;  tiie  nrain  is  eldost  son  of  Lord  Southampton.* 
Mrs.  Eeppel  has  been  persuaded  tu  pardon  her,  but  Lady  South- 
ampton is  inexorable ;  nor  can  I  quite  blame  her,  for  she  has 
thirteen  other  children,  and  a  fortune  was  very  requisite ;  but  both 

>  TUi  «ai  a  *llp  of  mBmery.  Mr.  ITilpoIti,  tn  ITM,  had  bam  uqulated  at 
ri'^reiiM  with  Um  Abbfa  Bondmorf  Uid  Baoodaluoirie  t  tb«  UlUr  wm  tlw  wit  and 
nlmisj  Iha  othu  had  taught  Hr.  Oiaj  Italian,  In  thli  lattot  Ur.  Walpole  had 
MDtbnndsd  them.— Waltoli. 

>The«el«bnt«lBathiirof 'Talh^'tiidof 'Ita)7.8pdn,aiidroTtncd;  with  an 
Bxcnnion  to  th«  UooarteriM  of  AlccAafa  and  Balalh^'— Waiaaf . 

*  Laora,  Mcond  daughter  oT  Dr.  Frederic  Eeppal,  Blahop  of  Exeter,  hj  I^oia, 
flUeat  daoghtei  of  Sir  Edward  Valpola.— Vutolb. 

*  Lord  Sovthampton  waa  grandMui  of  the  Dnka  of  Oraftoa ;  the  BUdiop  of  Eietar'a 
mother  waa  Lad;  Anne  Lenui,  daoijhter  of  llic  fint  Duka  of  nkhmoniL  —  WALmta, 
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tlie  bride  and  bridegroom  atp  depseeudioi^  qt  Cbarlea  II.>  fitm 
whom  ihey  piobobly  iiLhepri^  gtro^gi^  impidQes  thim  a  q^t  of 
collateral  caloolatioiL 

Another  of  the  fltzrqys  i^  ^b^  the  ])Qwager  Xiady  HarriQ9;toii9 
IRrho  in  the  predominant  ctLEMW(ctf^niiti^  <if  t)i#  ^wdfrs  of  her  lia« 
certainly  did  not  d^nerate  in  lier  day  trcm  tbQ  ISing  [Ghar]^s  11.] 
her  grandfather,  or  her  gFandam  the  D^iehew  of  CSeveUnd. 

Adieu !  I  hope  you  will  hear  from  me  9g^  ^ery  soon ;  but  I 
answer  for  nothhig  that  depends  on  I4a^a9.  One  would  think  hq 
Va4  btt^  the  inventor  of  Uie  gamft  qf  ch^* 


2919.    TO  9IH  UOEAQE  MANJf 

/Wy  10, 17SI. 

Tirfi  very  night  on  which  I  sent  my  letter  for  you  to  town,  com- 
plaining of  Lucas's  tediousness,  I  received  one, — not  from  him,  but 
from  Mr.  Sharpe, — ^telling  me  that  Mr.  Hoare  had  paid  the  money 
to  my  Lord,  who  had  executed  a  full  discharge  to  Cavalier  Mozzi, 
one  part  of  which  was  lodged  with  Mr.  Hoare,  and  the  other  psirt, 
or  duplicate,  he^  Sharpe,  had  sent  to  me,  as  he  apprehended  Uie 
Chevalier  had  desired  him  to  do^m  hopes  that  I  might  find  some 
&Tourable  opportunity  of  conveying  it  to  you ;  and,  as  theCSievalier 
must  exeeute  a  counter-part,  he  had  sent  that  to  me  too,  and  had 
himself  written  to  Mozzi  to  acquaint  him  with  the  termination,  and 
in  what  manner  he  must  execute  the  deed.  Thus  the  same  post 
will  convey  my  complaint  of  the  delay,  and  Sharpens  acootmt  of  the 
conclusion :  however,  this  will  explain  the  contradictioiL  But  what 
vill  explain  Lucas's  conduct  P  He  would  not  withdraw  the  caveat 
till  Mr.  Hoare  had  the  order ;  and  yet  Mr.  Hoare  pays  the  money 
without  that  order,  of  which  he  has  seen  noiliing  but  a  copy  I  This 
may  be  law — ^it  is  not  conmion  sense. 

What  do  you  think,  too,  of  Lucas's  impertinence  to  me  P  I  was 
referee ;  I  have  made  no  decisioa  in  ksm  \  I  o&red  to  meet  all  the 
parties,  to  settle  and  conclude  the  whole  business :  and  then  Lucas, 
without  taking  notice  of  me,  concludes  the  whole  without  me  I  A 
footman  would  have  been  treated  with  less  disrespect ;  they  would 
at  least  have  told  him  they  did  not  want  him.  I  have  written  a 
word  of  resentment  to  Sharpe ;  but  do  not  mention  it  to  Mozzi,  lest 
he  should  suspect  any  informality,  and  not  yet  be  easy. 
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X  do  not  doabt  bnt  tltey  bars  aotsd  liga&y,  utd  only  chon  to 
affimit  ine  after  idl  the  taooble  I  hme  had.  Thay  never  omit  anjr 
opportnnity  of  eggii^  the  poov  mfldmao  to  insiiH  nu.  I  Didi  that 
was  all :  I  despiBe  snoh  wntdin  i  hut  I  am  not  indifFennt  te  beng 
kept  out  of  even  tlie  interest  of  mj  fcoioiie.  Bat  I  shall  not  trouble 
you  with  mj^  own  giieTBnoea  i  iadaed,  tWf  do  fiot  at  heavy.  I  am 
amved  too  near  the  teim  when  gneTaaoH  or  ji^  will  be  eqpially 
dhadowa  passed  away,  not  to  «onad«r  eiUier  but  as  &•  oolovrs  of  ft 
moment.  A  prospect  of  soffeting  long  may  poison  em  the  preeent 
boor ;  but  it  Were  weak  indeed  to  be  maeh  afiaotod  by  injuries  that 
nmva  at  Uie  end  of  one's  eonree :  one  is  within  reaeh  of  the  gvsat 
pwuMMft  which  delivMs  one  fron  the  p6««r  of  the  most  malevolent. 
Old  age  is  like  dipping  one  in  Styx ;  not  ^wre  the  breadth  of  one's 
heel  is  left  vuhiemble.  I  peroeiTe  this  nnmbness  even  to  bodily 
pain.  Some  years  ago  the  dread  of  a  fit  of  die  gout  soured  even 
the  intervals ;  now,  if  the  ^iprehoiaion  ooOnia,  I  say  to  myself, 
"  Is  not  it  fall  as  probable  QuA  I  shall  be  laid  out  as  be  laid  np  t 
then  why  anticipate  -wbat  may  never  happen  f  "  My  dear  ^,  life 
is  like  a  cbees-boaid, — tlie  white  spaces  and  the  Uaok  are  close 
tt^ethw :  it  dose  sot  signify  of  whidi  luie  the  last  square  is;  the 
border  closes  all! 

Well  t  I  have  reodved  a  note  firom  Lucas,  to  tell  me  he  had 
desired  Mr.  ESiarpe  to  give  me  intelligence  of  the  oonclnsion,  and 
that  Mr.  Ifoare  mm  ou^t  to  have  the  order — ^if  I  please  to  deliver 
it.  This,  you  see,  is  again  to  imply  blame  on  me,  aa  if  I  could  have 
had  any  reason  for  detaining  tlie  order,  but  from  a  caution  which  in 
justice  I  owed  to  Cavalier  Mozzi.  Does  any  one  give  up  an  order 
on  a  hanker,  unless  he  is  ready  to  pay  the  money  P  Nor  indeed  did 
I  know  tall  now  that  a  banker  would  pay  money  on  the  f-opt/  of  an 
order.  It  is  all  a  ju^le  that  I  do  not  comprehend :  perhaps  it  is 
not  irreputable  not  to  understand  all  the  tricks  of  such  an  attorney 
as  Lucas. 

I  can  plainly  see  that  ho  and  his  associates  are  willing  to  censure 
me  for  ends  for  which  they  would  always  have  protended  eomo 
reasons  or  other ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  but  that  vas  an  induce- 
ment to  employ  me  as  referee.  Lucaa  knew  I  disapproved  of  his 
instigating  my  I^ord  to  contest  his  mother's  ^"ill ;  and,  because  I 
have  said  what  I  owed  in  justice  to  Mozzi,  he  will  have  represented 
me  as  partial  to  one  fur  whom  in  reahty  I  could  have  no  partiality, 
though  I  certainly  would  not  be  influenced  by  any  prejudice  against 
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I  amile  at  aU  iiieir  plotB,  and  am  not  fool  enoogli  to  entertain 
myself  with  each  improbable  Tiaiona  as  tliey  may  think  I  inddge; 
though  my  whole  eondoet^  and  the  little  management  I  haTe  had 
for  the  erewy  prorea  how  £ur  I  am  from  haTing  a  grain  of  sodi 
weakness. 

I  trust,  my  dear  Sir,  that  this  is  the  last  letter  I  shall  write  to 
yon  on  the  snbjest  of  Motad.  Sharpens  OJipiosuion,  of  appidiending 
the  Gheralier  meant  the  deed  shoold  be  deposited  with  me,  looks  as 
if  he  had  expected  it  himself ;  or  that  he  is  in  the  plot  of  represent- 
ing me  as  acting  in  conoert  with  MokbL  On  theother  handflflhoold 
not  be  soiprised  if  Moaai,  ttom  the  unfitToorableness  of  the  decision, 
should  snspeot  me  of  haTing  acted  too  partialfy  tofwaida  my  Lord. 
I  cannot  help  it  if  he  does. 

It  will  be  some  comfort  to  reflect,  that,  if  I  have  dissatiafied  both 
sides,  it  is  a  presumption  that  I  have  not  been  Tery  partial  to 
either.  At  Mozai  I  shall  not  wonder.  From  the  other  side  I  hare 
never  met  bat  ingratitude,  distrust,  and  ill-usage,  in  return  for 
behaviour,  I  will  dare  to  say,  unparalleled  in  tenderness,  care^ 
attention  to  his  interest,  and  most  sonq>ulons  integrity.  Should 
it  ever  come  to  the  test,  I  know  what  my  reward  would  be. 
Adieu  I 

SS14.    TO  THX  SABL  OF  BTRAf  FOBD. 

I  AM  very  sorry,  my  dear  Lord,  that  I  must  answer  your  Lordship's 
letter  by  a  condolence.  I  had  not  the  honour  of  being  acquainted 
with  Mrs.  Yyse,'  but  have  heard  so  much  good  of  her,  that  it  is 
impossible  not  to  lament  her. 

Since  this  month  began  we  have  had  fine  weather ;  and  'twere 
great  pity  if  we  had  not,  when  the  earth  is  covered  with  such 
abundant  harvests  t  They  talk  of  an  earthquake  having  been  felt 
in  London.  Had  Sir  William  Hamilton  been  there,  he  would  think 
the  town  gave  itself  great  airs.  He,  I  believe,  is  putting  up  volcanos 
in  his  own  country.  Limy  youth,  philosophers  were  eager  to  ascribe 
every  uncommon  discovery  to  the  Deluge ;  now  it  is  the  fashion  to 
solve  every  appearance  by  conflagrations.  If  there  was  such  an 
inundation  upon  the  earth,  and  such  a  furnace  under  it,  I  am 

>  Mn.  Yyie,  dughter  of  Sir  Q«oige  Howard,  K.B.,  asd  wife  of  Colonel  Yrae ;  died 
2Bd  Aug.,  1784.— CvmvovMi' 
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tmaaed  that  Noah  and  oompany  were  not  boiled  to  death.  Indeed, 
I  am  a  great  aoeptio  about  human  reasonings ;  they  predominate 
only  for  a  time^  like  other  mortal  fashions,  and  are  so  often  exploded 
after  the  mode  is  passed,  that  I  hdd  them  little  more  serious,  fliough 
they  call  themselyes  wisdom.  How  many  have  I  lired  to  see 
established  and  confuted  I  For  instance^  the  necessity  of  a  southern 
ocmtinent,  as  a  balance  was  supposed  to  be  unanswerable;  and  so  it 
was,  tiU  Oaptain  Cook  found  there  was  no  such  thing.  We  are 
poor  silly  animals:  we  lire  for  an  instant  upon  a  particle  of  a 
boundless  universe,  and  are  much  like  a  butierfly  that  should 
argue  about  the  nature  of  the  seasons  and  what  creates  their 
vicissitudes,  and  does  not  exist  itself  to  see  one  annual  revolution  of 
flieml 

Adieu,  my  dear  Lord  I  If  my  reveries  are  foolish,  remember,  I 
give  them  for  no  better.  K  I  depreciate  human  wiBdom,  I  am 
sure  I  do  not  assume  a  grain  to  myself;  nor  have  anything  to  value 
myself  upon  more  than  being  your  Lordship's  most  obliged  humble 
servant 


SSI  6.    TO  MB.  JAMBS  DODBLBT. 

Btt^mUnp  HiU,  Aug.  S,  1784. 

I  MUST  beg.  Sir,  that  you  will  tell  Mr.  Pinkerton  that  I  am  much 
obliged  to  him  fer  the  honour  he  is  willing  to  do  me,  though  I  must 
desire  his  leave  to  decline  it  His  book'  deserves  an  eminent 
patron :  I  am  too  inconsiderable  to  give  any  relief  to  it,  and  even  in 
its  own  line  am  unworthy  to  be  distinguished.  One  of  my  first 
pursuits  was  a  collection  of  medals ;  but  I  early  gave  it  over,  as  I 
could  not  afford  many  branches  of  viriH,  and  have  siaoe  changed  or 
given  away  several  of  my  best  Ghreek  and  Boman  medals.  What 
remain,  I  shall  be  glad  to  show  Mr.  Pinkerton ;  and,  if  it  would 
not  be  inconvenient  to  him  to  come  hither  any  morning  by  eleven 
o'clock,  after  next  Thursday,  that  he  will  appoint,  he  shall  not  only 
see  my  medals,  but  any  other  baubles  here  that  can  amuse  him.  I 
am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant 

^  The  fini  ediUon  of  Finkerton's  '  Bnaj  on  Medals'  wm  pablkhed  by  Dodalef 
In  two  Tohiniee  ocUto,  in  Ikle  jeer,  wifthooi  tlie  nsme  of  the  ftathor.—WsioHT. 
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fi816»    TO  SIB  HORAOB  MANHT. 

SMwi^erry  mi,  Aug.  9, 17S4. 

Yours  cd  fhe  24th  of  Jvif,  which  I  haye  jnst  r^oeiyedi  teUs  me 
that  CayaHer  Moesd  ia  muoh  disappointed  at  the  canall  sam  he  is  te 
reoeiye  on  the  wixidiiig^up  of  hisaffair.  I  am  not  surprised^  andean 
only  tell  him  what  1  have  said  to  my  n^hew ;  fircmi  whom  I  haye^ 
to  my  great  surprise,  receiyod  a  letter  of  thanks,  bat  saying  that 
Cavalier  Mom  must  be  satisfied,  as  many  points  had  been  giyen  up^ 
I  replied,  ''That  I  had  done  but  my  duty  in  undertaking  the 
arbitration,  to  prevent  a  very  disagreeable  discussion  in  a  public 
court ;  that  I  confessed  I  had  favoured  Mom  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power,  as  far  as  I  thought  I  might ;  that  he,  a  stranger,  and  n<^ 
acquainted  with  even  his  own  lawyer  or  referee,  might  not  think 
himself  betrayed ;  and  that  I  had  done  it  the  rather,  lest  he  should 
suspect  me  of  partiality  too ;  that,  for  thanks,  his  Lordship  owed  me 
none ;  as  I  owned,  that,  if  Mr.  Duane  had  not  given  his  opinion  so 
much  in  favour  of  his  Lordship,  I  should  have  been  inclined  to 
allow  him  less ;  and,  consequently,  I  could  not  agree  that  any  rights 
had  been  eeded  to^  tfiat  side/' 

I  do  not  doubt  but  Lucas  had  already  acquainted  him  with  what 
1  have  said,  though,  perhaps,  neither  tke  one  nor  the  other  expoc/tei 
t  should  be  so  frank.  I  did  not  expect  to  content  either  party,  nor 
have  even  contented  myself;  but  I  could  not  act  otherwise  than  I 
liave  done.  And,  as  Cavalier  Moezi  would  not  be  persuaded  by 
anything  I  could  urge  to  eome  over,  he  must  blame  himseli^  if  his 
cause  has  not  been  better  defended. 

The  history  of  Count  Atbani's  daughter  is  no  news  to  me ; '  I 
knew  it  from  a  physician '  who  attended  lier  at  Paris  :  but  you 
mistake  the  name  of  the  mother,  which  was  Walkinshaw,  not 
Walsingham,  and  who  has  a  sister  now  living,  that  was  Woman  of 
the  Bedchamber  to  thd  late  Princess  of  Wales.    The  fiunily  of 

'  The  Pretender  bad  Jmt  icknowledged  hii  nataral  dangbter,  dedared  ber  hSa 
beiresa,  and  pretended  to  create  ber  Dncbeea  of  Albany.  He  tent  this  declaration  to 
be  registered  at  Paris.^-WALPoui. 

*  Dr.  Qem»  an  Bnglisb  pbjsidaa,  settled  at  Paris.  She  bad  been  educated  tn  a 
eonrent  in  Paris,  and  at  this  time  resided  en  pension,  under  the  name  of  Lady  Char^ 
lotte  Stoart  The  Pretender  was  desirous  that  she  should  reside  with  him  in  Flotenoe^ 
where  he  purposed  to  many  her  to  some  Fl<n«ntine  noble. — Walpoli. 


f^tzjim^oa  hs(76  liyimB  opposed.  tM.Mbwn<rIe^s<Q«Bi  <^  tbs  iaafgliim, 
lest  on  lier  fatji^r*?  deatli  tJiey  ^oul^  b«  obliged  to  maintaiin  her  iv 
a.  giieater  fk^le.  t^a  Qiey  viatufd. 

t  asked  Toa  a  (juwtioa,  io  w;  laiC  aboufe  soioa  poenHi  latel; 
printed  at  ^Iftrewn:  I  IpM^w  np^  t^^  X  did.  guflw  tJw  rigU 
autbca.' 

I  kooT  up,  nero,,  pn^ilic  ot.  private.  We  have  hadt  and  k  gtill 
continue^,  a.  most  dismal  SOWW;  "ut  only  wet,  })\d  so  oold,  iliat 
foe  these  two  eyrai^iga  X  )>Ave  had  a  iiro.  The  rage  i<f  air-ballooiis 
still  oontiaues,  botl^  hen  and  in  France.  The  Due  de  Chartres' 
i^iade  a  campaign  in, ooQi.tihat  did  not  reduuud  to  his  glory  more  than 
bis  former  one  b;  ac^  ^  be  has  miscarried  oa  three  elements,  he 
should  try  if  he  qould  pniily  himjKeli'  by  the  fourth.  He  is  now  ia 
TJlnglnfiil  for  tb,"  third  tiTH*. 

I  have  been  writing  to  yoa  this  morning,  hot  yon  will  not  reoedyo 
my  letter  immediately.  It  is  to  reoommend  Lord  Monnt-Edgonmbe's 
miy.  am,'  who  U  on  hi*  tmyels.  The  grond&ther*  was  my  bther'a 
most,  intimate  friend,  and  the  late  Lord*  a  friend  of  mine;  andvitb 
the  present  1  have  been  mnch  ac<iuaint«d.from  a  boy ;.  Qonsequently^ 
I  shoold  wish  yoa  to  be  kind  to  the  son,  evesi  if  you  wese  aoi  always 
disposed  to  he  BO.  Bat  I  have  been  so  nnhicky  ih  my  protege,  and' 
your  goodooas  has  been  so  thrown  away  upon  them,  Qiei.  I  desire  no 
work  of  BupererogBtion  on  my  aooooot.  The  son  of  an  English  peer, 
whose  father  has  a  considerable  office,  is  entitled  to  attentions  enough; 
but,  sfieF  Mr.  Windham,  I  will  nerer  trust  any  man  with  partioulaB 
credentials,  nor  will  ezpMe  yon  to  rudeness  by  beseeching  you  to 
fling  your  pearls  before  swine.  I  even  restrain  myself  from  recom- 
ipending  the  gentleman  who  travels  with  Mr.  Edgenmbe,  though  I 

*  Ut.  Wtlpolt  WM  nUnfonnad :  it  Iwrt,  It  t*  not  oartain  tbtt  Kr.  Beeklbrd  h«d 
any  hand  Id  lho«s  potmi  irLi<^Ii  were  written  id  <^o^l.-ert  by  tbe  penons  whose  Inltitll 
»re  pr«6iBi!.  "  M."  mx  Csptsin  Merry,  who  hncl  been  in  the  Horee-pnardt,  sold  ont,, 
&nd  retired  to  Ploronce.  Tbe  eecoad  wu  old  Allno  R.iniaa}'.  the  puinter  and  luitliaT, 
Min  of  Allan  BamBiy,  tbe  Seotch  poet.  The  too,  who  died  M  Dover  abont  this  Ume. 
on  hli  rctam  frvm  Italj,  irhilh«r  bo  had  been  for  bi(  health,  brought  orereome  coidw 
nf  tbena  poema,  and  bad  ordered,  or  intended,  a  copy  to  be  Mat  to  Mr.  Walpolt.  who 
from  hia  fnmily  probably  reeeired  it.  The  third  waa  one  Bnig^ion,  a  Swiss  govanoi 
to  Mr.  Dawkini. — WitPotB. 

'  Afterwards  Dnke  of  Orleans,  and  nnhappily  dislingniBbed  in  tbe  French  rervla- 
tJDD  u  Pllllip  EgalitS,  He  was  the  lather  of  Lonil  Philippe.  late  King  of  tbe  Frmch. 
Ontnoiitiiof  Julv,  iTfii,  he  as^ondcd  from  the  park  of  St.  Cloud  in  a  hnl loon,  Willi 
three  ™Di|.iLrii..[i.-,"!,i..l  ..rn^ra  ivrv  j.rrih.iiH  ■...v^.l'..  .icfu'oruk.l  s.ifcly  — W'm^UT. 

'  a«o^e,  third  Lord  Bd^pmmba,  crMttedYUeoont  Hoant-Edgcombeby  OeorgallL 
H«  wat  an  admiisl,  and  Capl^n  of  Uie  Band  of  Panitonen. — Wiltolb. 

*  Sivhtid,  the  firat  baron  created  by  Qeo^e  1 1.,  had  be«n  Cliaiieellor  of  tha  Daahf 
of  lAneaiter. — Walklb. 

'  Richard,  second  baron,  waa  ootoptroUeT  of  the  boniehold  to  Qeorgc  11. — Walpoul 
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ihink  him  a  Ben8ible»  pradent  young  man.  I  did  reoommend  him  to 
Lord  Moont-Edgoumbe.  He  is  a  yonngish  French  Protestant,  of  a 
▼ery  good  gentleman's  fiEunily,  and  left  the  service  on,  I  belieye,  an 
aflSeur  of  honour.  He  was  addressed  to  the  Duke  of  Biohmond  and 
to  me,  by  the  Prinoe  de  Bauffi-emont,  in  Ihe  strongest  terms  imagin- 
able. He  passed  three  years  in  this  country  in  a  manner  that  folly 
justified  his  character.  Hespeaksand  writes  English  well;  his  name 
is  De  Soyres.  It  was  not  in  my  power  to  serve  him  but  in  the 
manner  I  did ;  and  he  gives  great  satisfaction  in  his  pres^it  situ- 
ation.  As  the  Mentor  is  so  much  agenfleman,  I  hope  the  Telemaohus 
will  give  you  no  trouble.  But,  were  it  Minerva  hersd^  I  prefer  your 
peace ;  and  therefore  pray  lay  yourself  out  in  no  attentions  beyond 
what  you  find  received  with  '*  reciprocity." '  Tour  nephew,  I  hope^ 
is  not  leaving  you  yet ;  in  him,  I  am  sure,  neither  you  nor  I  shall 
be  disappointed.    Jidieu  I ' 

^  A  term  naed  bj  Lord  Shelbanie  on  the  peace  with  Amerieiw  sad  nroeh  ridienM 
•i  that  time.— Walpoli. 

*  Sir  Homee  Kaon  that  writea  to  Walpole  at  thia  time;  "  I  have  aot  heard  aitj- 
lhiii|f  more  r^ating  to  the  danghter  of  Ooant  Albany  asd  ICis.  Walldnahaw ;  hat  it 
k  aaid  in  hia  fianilj  that  ehe  ia  ezpeeted  here  [Florenee]  eoon,  and  that  the  delay  it 
owing  to  the  preparationa  neceimjcy  to  equip  her  oat  properiy  to  appear,  first  ai  Fkrii, 
and  tiien  heie»  under  the  new  title  her  &ther  haa  glTen  her  of  Dooheew  d'Albaay. 
She  ia  not  to  be  aooompanied  by  her  mother,  who  woold  diigraoe  her,  hot  by  aome 
gnat  lady,  who  mvataik  that  honoar  aa  damede  compagnie,  as  the  disoarded  eonntem 
has,  who  ia  a  cAowofaaiis  and  sbter  of  a  Prinoe  Makan.   It  will  reqoiie  tinae  to  settle 
all  these  matters,  and,  after  all,  there  may  be  some  difficolty  in  the  etiqaette.    If  the 
eoonthas  not  erred  in  his  calealatlons,  the  fiunily  of  FiUjames  need  not  be  onder 
any  apprehension  of  thefar  eounne  being  a  fotoie  expense  to  them,  for  the  ooant 
porposes  to  marry  her  here^  not  indeed  to  one  of  the  Arehdokes^  bat  to  a  Florentine 
nobleman,  and  to  leare  her  twelre  thoosand  orowns  a  year, — a  som  whieh  wonld  tempt 
any  of  thnn  mora  than  the  tinetore  of  royal^.    I  know  the  little  book  whieh  was 
left  at  year  honse ;  it  was  composed  in  my  neigfaboarhood  by  the  peisona  indicated 
by  the  initiala  affixed  to  each  performance,  Meny  and  Bamsay.    The  first  was  known 
in  England  by  the  name  of  Captain,  as  he  was  then  in  the  Horse-goards,  bat  has  since 
sold  oot>  and  has  resided  here  some  years.    Bamsay's  name  is  weU  known  to  yoa 
both  by  his  pen  and  pendl ;  he  was  in  a  decrepit  state  here,  and  died  lately  at  Dover 
on  his  way  to  London  to  meet  General  Campbell,  who  married  his  danghter,  on  their 
retnm  firom  Jamaica.    The  third  ia  a  Swisa  govemor  of  a  Mr.  Dawkins,  named 
Bttignon.    Mr.  Bamsay  promised  me  to  cat  cat  the  last  performance  firom  aU  the 
copies  he  proposed  to  send  to  TCngiM^d^  to  be  distrlbated  by  his  sister  as  a  tribate  to 
his  learned  filends  or  patrona.    I  formeriy  knew  Lord  Monnt-Bdgecombc^  and  diali 
be  glad  to  see  his  son.    Ton  interpreted  what  I  wrote  of  Mr.  Windham  too  scTerely. 
I  was  only  offended  at  the  riolence  of  his  political  sentiments,  and  the  great  indie- 
cretion  with  which  he  spokeof  the  king,  and  all  thoae  whom  I  waa  obliged  to  ro^eeL* 
Prom  an  unpMUhed  Letter, — Wugbc. 
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aaiT.    TO  THE  HON.  H.  S.  OOKWAT. 

SkmAerry  ff%H,  Aug.  14,  ITSi. 

As  Lady  Oeoilia  Johnston  offers  to  be  postman,  I  cannot  resist 
writing  a  line,  fhongh  I  have  not  a  word  to  say.  In  good  sooth,  I 
know  nothing,  hear  of  nothing  but  robberies  and  honsebreaking ; 
consequently  never  think  of  Ministers,  India  Directors,  and  such 
honest  men.  Mrs.  Cliye  has  been  broken  open,  and  Mr.  Raftor 
miscarried  and  died  of  the  fright  Lady  Browne  has  lost  all  her 
liveries  and  her  temper,  and  Lady  Blandford  has  cried  her  eyes  out 
on  losing  a  lurch  and  almost  her  wig.  In  short,  as  I  do  not  love 
exaggeration,  I  do  not  belieye  there  have  been  above  threescore 
highway  robberies  within  this  week,  fifty-seven  houses  Ihat  have 
been  broken  open,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty  that  are  to  be  stripped 
on  the  first  opportunity.  We  are  in  great  hopes,  however,  that  the 
King  of  Spain,  now  he  has  demolished  Algiers,  the  metropolitan 
see  of  tibieves,  will  come  and  bombard  Richmond,  Twickenham, 
Hampton  Court,  and  all  the  sufiFragan  cities  that  swann  with  pirates 
and  banditti,  as  he  has  a  better  knack  at  destroying  vagabonds  than 
at  recovering  his  own. 

Ireland  is  in  a  blessed  way ;  and,  as  if  the  climate  infected  every- 
body  that  sets  foot  there,  the  viceroy's  aides-de-camp  have  blundered 
into  a  rioty  that  wQl  set  all  the  humours  afloat  I  wish  you  joy  of 
the  summer  being  come  now  it  is  gone,  which  is  better  than  not 
coming  at  alL  I  hope  Lady  Cecilia  will  return  with  an  account  oi 
your  all  being  pei&ctly  well    Adieu  I 


8818.    TO  THIS  COUNTESS  OP  OSSORT. 

Skawberr^  HUl,  Amq  19, 1784. 

I  WAS  not  alert,  I  own,  Madam,  in  answering  your  Ladyship's 
last  note,  and  I  bought,  for  tolerable  reasons.  I  am  so  super- 
annuated, so  antiquated,  that  it  is  impossible  my  letters  should 
entertain  you;  and  I  did  suspect  that,  with  all  your  civility,  you 
foU  what  /  know.  You  might  have  other  reasons,  too,  for  letting  a 
correspondence  languish  which  my  unreasonable  length  of  life  has 
protracted  longer  than  you  could  expect    I  am  always  ready  to  do 
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jnstioe  on  myself;  and  ahonld  always  remember  yonr  past  goodness, 
and  approve  your  abridging  it  when  it  grows  a  tax  rather  than  an 
amusement 

You  did  mention  yonr  intention  of  going  to  Eingsgate,  but  I  had 
not  heard  of  that  journey  taking  place.  I  am  not  surprised  at  your 
liking  it,  for  it  is  certainly  singular,  and  in  no  light  disagreeable. 
The  situation  is  uncommon  and  cheerful,  and  the  buildings  and 
erections  so  odd,^  and  so  little  resembling  any  one  ever  saw,  that  a 
view  might,  to  those  who  were  never  there^  be  passed  for  a  prospect 
in  some  half-oiviliBed  island  discovered  by  Captain  Oook,  and,  with 
leave  of  the  editors^  more  novel  than  any  in  the  new  pompous 
publication.  I  am  as  little  surprised  that  the  place,  after  the  first 
impression,  should  have  excited  a  thousand,  less  pleasing  reflections 
— iherefs  roamfbr  meditation. 

The  verses  that  Lady  Bavensworth  has  in  MS.»'  have  been 
ftequently  printed  in  magazines  since,  nay,  and  before  Mr.  Gbay's 
death.  I  was  very  sorry  that  he  wrote  them,  and  ever  gave  a  copy 
ef  them.  You  may  be  sure  I  did  not  recommend  their  being 
printed  in  his  Works ;  nor  were  they. 

I  am  ^ad  your  society  is  improved  by  Lady  BaiFensworth's 
company,  and  I  hope  all  the  three  generations  will  return  mudi 
amended  in  healtL  Though  I  am  too  indolent  ever  to  try  it,  I 
have  the  highest  opinion  of  sea  air,  and  always  in  every  illness 
determine  to  go  to  the  coast ;.  and  as  constantly  neglect  it  when 
I  am  better,  as  if  it  was  a  qualm  of  conscience,  that  was  dissipated 
by  health.  At  present  I  am  scandalously  well,  considering  what  a 
winter  and  what  a  summer  there  have  been.  Except  three  days  at 
Park-plaoe,  I  have  not  stirred  hence.  K  I  did,  I  should  not 
sojourn  in  an  inn  at  Margate  I  I  have  a  notion  my  £riend  Mrs. 
Yesey  is  there,  but  I  have  no  more  intelligence  firom  London  than 
from  Hindostan.  Florence  is  the  nearest  spot  whence  I  hear  any 
news.  The  dying  Pretender  has  aeknowledgedrhift  natural  daughter 
Lady  Charlotte  Stuart,  and  created  her  Duchess  of  Albany,  and 
declared  her  his  heiress.  Theard  a  report  some  time  ago  in  town, 
that  his  qiieeB»  as  soon  as  she  is  dowager,  inbands  to  come  to 
England,  and  matrry  Alfieri,  who  is  or  was  here,  being  sent  out  ti 
Borne  at  the  instance  of  the  Cardinal  of  Yoik.  I  don't  know 
whether  her  royal  highness.  Lady  Maiy  Coke^  will  visit  her  afW 
such  a  m^salUancet  though,  having  quarrelled^  with  most  of  the 

>  On  Loid  Hollaad't  htfiie  si  KingRgsIt,  on  the  Kentbh^ooMt.— OomiMUftir. 


fioveraigiiB  of  Eorope,  it  would  be  refreBhing  to  have  an  intimaoy 
with  a  royal  reliet 

Have  youseen  the  'MemobB  of  Manhal  YiUarSy*  MadamP  The 
two  first  volumes  have  many  entertaining  passages.  The  two  latter 
are  a  little  tedious,  but  to  me  very  interesting,  for  they  abuse  my 
father — stay,  let  me  aooount  fer  fids  satisfisustion.  The  Opposntiou 
wrote  volumes  to  accuse  him  of  being  a  tool  to  France,  and  governed 
by  Cardinal  Floury ;  Marshal  YillarB  is  so  good  as  to  rail  at  the 
Cardinal  for  being  governed  and  duped  by  my  fietther.  It  is  not 
living  to  no  purpose,  when  I  have  reached  to  this  vindication. 

This  summer  has  afforded  me  two  such  amendes  hotwrables.  In 
my  earlier  time  I  was  almost  proscribed  for  my  contempt  of  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  and  Mr.  Pelham.  Lord  Melcombe's  'Diary'  does 
not  prove  that  I  was  so  much  in  the  wrong.  It  is  comfortable  to 
find  that  one  does  not  akpays  form  judgments  ill  founded  I  and  &at 
one's  opinions  may  grow  fieushionable  when  one  is  dead. 


8919.    TO  JOHN  PIHKSBTOK,  BSQ.' 

Sirawberry  HO,  Aug.  24, 1784 

I  AM  much  obliged  to  you.  Sir,  for  the  pieces  you  have  sent  me  of 
your  own  composition.'  There  is  great  poetio  beaxriy  and  merit  in 
them,  with  great  knowledge  of  the  ancient  masters  and  of  the  best 
of  the  modem.  You  have  talents  that  will  succeed  in  whatever  you 
pursue,  and  industry  to  neglect  nothing  that  will  improve  them. 
Despise  petty  critiaei  and  confute  them  by  making  your  works  as 
perfect  as  you  can. 

I  am  sorry  yon  sent  me  the  old  manuaer^t ;  because,  as  I  told 
you,  I  have  so  little  time  left  to  enjoy  anything,  that  I  should 
think  myself  a  miser  if  I  coveted  for  a  moment  what  I  niust  leave 
flo  soon. 

I  shall  be  very  glad,  8ir,  to  see  yon  here  again,  whenever  it  is 
convenient  to  you.  Lest  I  should  fi»get  the  time,  be  so  good  as  to 
acquaint  me  three  or  four  days  beforehand  when  yon  wish  to  come, 
that  I  may  not  be  out  of  the  way,  and  I  will  fix  a  day  for  expecting 
yon. 

'  This  is  the  first  of  the  series  of  letters  addressed  by  Mr.  Walpole  to  Mr.  Pinkertoo. 
Thej  are  taken,  from  Pinkerton's  '  Literary  OoreSpondenoe/  first  printed  in  1880,  in  two 
Tolnmes  octaTO,  by  Dawson  Turner,  Esq. — Wriobt. 

*  In  1781,  Mr.  Pinkerton  had  poblished  an  octavo  voTame  called  'BImet;'  a 
second  edition  of  which,  with  additions,  appeared  in  the  following  year. — ^Wmienz. 
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HouoB  wAiHon  urans. 


SHD.    TO  UB  HOBAOB  HUTH. 


Btnatbtrrj  Hm,  Aiig.  SE,  17U. 

I  TBODOHT  I  had  done  ooirespoadiiig  vith  yoa  about  Caralier 
Uozzi ;  but  here  is  B  letter  whidi  yon  moat  deliver  to  him.  Good 
Mr.  Dttane  OBine  to  Die  two  days  ase,  and  inffiff*^  aa,  my  i^mAmg 
it  He  prat«tto  that  he  declared  at  fiat  to  Mr.  Shaipe  that 
he  would  aooept  no  reward  toi  his  trocble ;  that  he  ondertook  it 
to  oblige  Mr.  Morioe,  and  says  he  has  had  little  traablo :  aod, 
thoogh  I  thoo^t  it  decent  to  presa  him  to  accept  tlie  draft,  ha 
vonld  not  hear  of  it ;  and  it  is  huv  eucloaed.  I  own  I  am  (diaimed 
with  his  handaome  behanoiir;  it  oonfimu  the  character  I  ga?e  of 
him  when  X  recommended  Tiim  to  GsTslier  Mozo,  and,  I  t^Tnltj 
ought  to  oonTinoe  the  latter  that  Mr.  Ihiane  was  clear  in  the  judg- 
ment be  piononnoed.  Still,  I  mnst  regret  that  my  Lord  waa  adriaed 
to  make  the  nlniwij  end  n^itll  nerer  be  persnadsd  bat  that  Lucas  had 
mnltijJied  docmoents  that  it  was  imposaiUe  to  &thom  without  a 
waste  of  years ;  but  which,  if  they  ooold  have  been  probed  to  tiv 
bottom,  woTiid  not  have  stood  &e  test  All  the  comfort  that  remains 
is,  that  the  duration  of  a  law-suit  would  probably  have  oost  as  ntuh 
to  Moni  as  he  has  now  lost 

The  Parliament  is  risen ;  and,  having  lasted  so  late  in  the  year, 
is  not  likely  to  meet  again  till  after  CSuiatmas.  Consequsptly,  na 
evaits  are  to  be  expected,  onless  the  scene  should  grow  very  aeiiow 
in  Ireland,  as  it  tiireatais ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  AmMisan 
experi^ice  has  taught  us  discretion. 

I  interest  myself  little  in  novelties,  but  I  own  I  kav«  some 
remaiiu  of  onriosity  from  aneient  impressions.  Pray  aend  me  the 
sequel  of  the  Oonnt  Albany  and  Lady  Charlotte  Fitsoha:!^  bis 
dan^ter,  the  new  Duchess.'    I  shall  like  to  know,  too,  whether  the 

'  U  a  ItHo  to  WtlpoU,  dated  rbnoM,  Baptomber  IStk,  Sir  Hmm*  Hau  m^ 
"  Tb«  aflUi  reUUnc  lo  Caant  Albuij  utd  U«  lutiml  dMighter  U  dnwing  to  ft  eo>- 
dulon.  hi&j  OhirioWa  Suut  (not  nti-Ckulai),  to  wUcsh  her  &tlier  bM  on  Ikk 
oraukmaddadlLfttltlftorDndeMafAlbHr.ii  wppnad  to  ba  oathamdUlbr, 
ftttaoded  br  two  UdiM  ud  two  gantlMMO,  ud  i*  aip«d«d  In  Um  baginntng  •(  ant 
moDlb.  The  eooBt  i*  t«7  buf  In  ftumiiUag  Ui  honn  with  ftU  tlw  nlwbiM  Ibu 
he  hu  IX^  rtsdnd  Arom  Bonw  thst  Ua  ftthar  Ml,  whidii  m  oHnanoa  ftad  laaMj ; 
baaidaa  thaaa,  ha  haa  raoaltad  ft  Urga  qauU^of  pUt^  and  Uaahata  othianothoV 
Jewell,  ezotpt  the  cnat  nhj,  ud  ona  laeaar,  which  war*  pawnad  by  the  repablie  of 
PoUDdforftTatrlarpHBito  Ui  gnndbthar  Sobieiki,  with  a  power,  it  iaMid.of 
ndeaiaiD(  than  In  Um  vaaa  of  a  bvadnd  raan,  which  are  ue>ri;  elajwd.    nai^ 
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Oatdiiial  asBomes  Uie  royal  title  whsa  hk  Wiilter  dies.  I  reooUect 
bnt  two  Eing-Cardinals,  Henry  of  Portagal  and  the  Cardinal  of 
Bonrbon,  whom  the  League  called  Charlee  the  Tenth,  but  who 
attained  the  crown  no  more  than  the  Cardinal  of  York  will  do.  If 
the  Count  himself  has  any  feeling  left,  he  moat  rejoice  to  hear  that 
the  descendants  of  many  of  his  martyrs  are  to  be  restored  to  thar 
forfeited  estates  in  Scotland,  by  an  Act  jnst  passed. 

As  this  was  meant  bat  for  a  cover  to  ^e  enclosed,  I  will  not  pique 
myself  on  making  it  longer,  when  I  have  no  more  materials.  In 
good  trnth,  I  may  allow  myself  a  brief  epistle  now  and  then.  I 
have  been  oonnting  how  laany  letters  I  have  written  to  ytm  einoe 
I  landed  in  England  in  1741 :  they  amonnt — astonishing  l—to  aboTie 
ca^t  hundred ;  and  we  have  not  met  in  ttuee-aod-fbrty  years  1 
A  oorreepondenoe  of  near  half-a-oentar;  is,  I  snppose,  not  to  be 
paralleled  in  the  annals  of  the  Post-office  I 

Owwtore,  tlw  ^wdlnil  weald  not  tnut  to  hi*  brothar,  b«tog  pwiB»d«i1  UmU,  If  he  aogld 
fad  •  iiMiiiMW.  ha  wonld  mU  Uibmi,  or  Bran  put  with  tham  tbr  ■  Urga  ratle  viaglTt, 
Ut  an  KmniBM  of  Bsi^  or  aoma  othar  aonrt ;  but  It  ii  not  pnibabla  that  ha  will  arar 
hare  tbadbpoakl  of  them,  tndth«t,  vhon  thaj  fitU  to  the  cardinial,  he  will  nther  gin 
than  to  the  Hadonn*  di  Lontto  thfto  to  hU  nieea,  with  wboae  adoption  be  li  not 
fdmind.  mat  «■•  oonnltad  abont  It.  -  ITobodj  evi  fonaee  what  the  eardhial  will  de 
with  hi*  crown  alleT  hii  brother**  death.  The  pope  annot  pennit  Um  to  wear  it,  m 
ha  navar  uknowledgad  or  permlttad  the  aider  tvother  to  aanma  Ik  Ton  nm 
nmambartheatnfglawUah  I  than  had  with  the  Kvqnh  lyAabten*,  the  Fnncb 
uzibiuurlur  at  Itome.  Khich  lie  uertr  torgava,  uid  Mua  faan  after  ezpiMaed  hinaelf 
to  the  Mtrqaia  de  Bu-liantaiis.  who  qucBtinned  him  aboat  It,  In  thaaa  WOtd* :  '  Ha  I 
MoTtaknrle  Uarqnia,  jeotijaii  bira  le  pins  beau  acmp  poaatbla^nwlaJaMBaqB'BB 
paadeder*:  Ce  diable  de  H.  Mum  m'avut  priieao,  at  gUa  men  ^ttJat;'  iriileh 
WM  to  lake  the  pope  b;  inrpriBe.  But  in  m;  tetiMB  to  ^d  cardinal  Albanl,  iriilch 
»«i«  raad  in  the  Coiulitor;  held  an  th&t  mlsiecl.  I  laaarMd  thattha  Fnnch  aaahawadnr 
could  not  haTB  reoelTed  orden  from  hii  court,  whoae  engigementa  with  thai  of 
Sngluid  had  made  it  ineoiui>l<:ut  with  H»  honour  (o  Iniriit  upon  it ;  that  the  ambaa- 
•ador  had  laid  a  anarB  Tor  the  pope,  which  hp  might  avoid  1^  onlj  waiting  tbr  aa 
anawer  from  Porie,  which  I  «u  very  aura  would  bring  a  dlaarawal  «f  the  amhaMi 
dor'a  cDodad.  That  encouraged  the  pope  to  tell  Um  tha^  if  Ua  maater  woold  be 
the  first,  he  would  be  the  second,  to  acknowledge  liim  nndar  the  litla*  he  eoBtandad 
for.  'ni>.'au-"<jL' ti'oni  Fnniec  vaa  such  as  1  for«<old;  a^  OaMial  Ooowar,  lAo  waa 
thaa  flaeretar;  of  State,  eovnj^i  to  me  Uw  king'*  appiabatiai  of  what  I  had  dona. 
From  all  thla  I  oonslnda  that  no  tlotaie  pope  wUl  permit  the  Oaidiaal  ToA  to  inatal 
klmaalf  King  of  In^tond."    Fnm  <M  wipMMtd  LtUm  tf  BIr  Bonti  Mamm.— 


M)  HORAOR  WALF0LV8  LSmsa  [17S4. 


»»U    TO  THS  OOUNTKSS  OF  OSSOBT. 

Strawberrp  fftH,  Aug.  Vi,  1784 

^  I  MUST  reply  a  few  words.  Madam.    I  was  so  bx  from  thinlring 

^  .'that  you  had  any  double  meaning  in  your  oongratulation  on  the 

Fitzroyal  match,  that  I  had  not»  when  I  received  your  Ladyship's 

'  letter  on  that  subject,  ever  heard  that  there  could  be  a  douNe 

meaning  in  that  expression.    It  is  a  delicate  subject  bo  doubt,  as, 

indeed,  the  subject  always  is,  where  the  fate  of  a  young  woman  is  at 

.  .stake.    However,  on  my  own  part  I  can  speak  with  the  utmost 

'  truth  and  simplicity,  for  I  have  nothing  to  disguise  or  oonceaL    I 

remember  you  thought  me  mysterious  on  a  royaller  match ;  and 

yet  it  proved  that  I  had  been  totally  out  of  the  secret  till  it  was 

pliblidy  divulged. 

It  is  most  strictly  fact,  that  I  live  so  totally  out  of  the  world,  and 
know  so  little  of  what  is  passing  in  it,  that  going  to  town  to  see 
Lady  Chewton  on  her  lying-in,  as  I  was  leaving  her  I  said,  "Is  it 
•  true  that  Mr.  Fitzroy  IH^es  Laura P''  "likes  her !  '^  replied  she, 
-**. why,  have  you  heard  nettling P"  "Yes,"  said  I,  "I  ms  UM 
at  Twickenham  that  they  were  much  toge&er."  "  Bleas  me/'  said 
«he,  "  don't  you  know  that  they  ran  away  yesterday  I '' 

I  was  still  more  in  the  dark  about  volume  the  second :  I  had  not 
even  so  much  as  heard  that  the  parties  had  ever  been  supposed  to 
like — ^nay,  the  proposal  had  been  made  to  the  Duke  before  even 
common  &me,  that  knows  everything,  had  told  me  what  she  had 
told  to  everybody  else ;  and  when  every  body  else  told  i^  till  it 
reached  even  me,  I  did  not  ask  a  question  about  it  <^  those  who 
must  know  something  of  the  matter,  and  it  was  quite  aooidentaQy 
that  it  has  been  mentioned  to  me  at  all :  nor  cah  I  at  all  judge 
whether  there  is  any  likelihood  of  its  taking  place.  I  have  not 
varied  in  a  tittle  from  the  most  minute  veracity ;  ttiougli  as  your 
Ladyship  cannot  conceive  the  extreme  ignorance  in  which  I  live^ 
you  may  perhaps  think  my  account  inexplicable,  or  imagine  that 
there  is  some  coldness  between  me  and  my  fiEunily ;  though  there  is 
not  the  smallest  I  believe  my  nieces  love  me  as  much  as  they  can 
love  an  old  obsolete  uncle,  for  I  am  always  in  good  humour  with 
them  and  never  preach ;  but  I  do  not  wonder  that  they  do  not  nm 
to  me  with  their  histories,  who  never  interfere  in  them,  nor  give  my 
advice  unless  they  ask  it 


1781.]  TO  VHX  00IT1FTI8S  Of  OBBOKT.  IM>1 

The  new  Daohess  of  Albany,  fhe  only  ohild  the  dying  Pretender 
erer  had,  was  by  a  Mrs.  Walkinshaw,  sister  of  the  woman  of  the 
bed-chamber  to  the  late  Princess  of  Wi^es.  The  mother  and 
danghter  lired  in  a  conyent,  at  Paris,  on  a  moderate  pension,  from 
tlie  Oaidinal  of  York.  They  formerly  went  to  Home,  but  were  sent 
back.  The  mother  died  a  year  or  two  ago ;  the  daughter  is  about 
nine-and-twenty.  The  house  of  Fitgames,  fearing  their  becoming 
a  burden  to  tibiemselvesy  preyented  the  acknowledgment  <^  the 
daughter. 

I  haye  sent  for  the  'Memoirs  of  OromweU's  Family  ;'*  but  as 
yet  haye  only  seen  extracts  from  it  in  a  magazine.  It  can  contain 
nothing  a  thousandth  part  so  Qurious  as  what  we  know  already ; 
the  inter-marriage  in  the  fourth  descent  of  Oliye^s  posterity  and 
King  Charles's ;  the  speech  of  Bichard  Cromwell  to  Lord  Bathurst, 
in  the  House  of  Lords;  and  Fanny  Bussell's  reply  to  the  late  Prince 
of  Wales,  on  the  30th  of  Jianuary.'  They  are  anecdotes,  especially 
the  two  firsts  worthy  of  being  inserted  in  the  history  of  mankind, 
which,  if  well  chps^i  and  well  written,  would  precede  common 
histories,  wbioh  ate  but  repetitions  of  no  uncommon  eyeuts. 

I  did  read  .th#  '  Lettres  de  Cachet  ;*  but  like  the  '  Tableau  de 
Paris,^  they  shocked  me  tai  more  than  they  amused  me.  I  hate 
to  read  or  hear  of  miseries  that  one  knows  it  is  out  of  one's  power 
to  remedy.  The  earthquakes  in  Naples  and  Sicily  last  year  were  of 
that  kind.  When  I  glance  in  a  newspaper  on  an  article  of  a  report 
on  conyiots,  I  hide  the  paragraph  with  my  finger,  that  I  may  not 
know  the  day  of  execution,  and  feel  for  what  wretches,  whom  I 
cannot  help^  are  feeling.  The  knowledge  of  woes  that  one  can 
alleyiate,  ou^t  neyer  to  be  ayoided — when  they  are  too  big  for  my 
weak  gcaapf  I  fly  to  the  gayer  side  of  the  picture — and  there  one 
can  always  find  food  for  smiles.  I  haye  often  said  that  this  world 
is  a  comedy  to  those  who  thiok,  and  a  tragedy  to  those  who  feel  I — 
bat  I  haye  wandered  beyond  the  bounds  of  a  reply,  and  will  wish  a 
calm  to  EingEfgate^  and  £edr  weather  eyerywhere.  Were  Homer 
aliye,  who  made  gods  and  goddesses,  commissaries  and  contractors 
to  kings,  I  suppose  he  would  tell  us  that  Ceres  haying  fayoured  the 
TJyiglifth  with  exuberant  plenty,  Juno,  who  was  on  the  French  side^ 
sent  deluges  to  drown  all  haryest    Ghx)d  night,  Madam. 

'  B^  Mftik  Kobla.— CmnmroHAir. 

'  The  intenmuriage  and  the  speech  of  Blofaftrd  Oromwen  may  be  leen  in  Walpole's 
Woiki,  Tol.  It.  p.  864.  htad  Bethnnt  wae  made  a  peer,  Slel  Dee,  1711,  and  KicLard 
died,  12ih  Jnlj,  17.12.— GoiiixirGBAii. 


Ml  HOSICB  W ALFOLm  UBPOBJUL  p781 


stai  TO  Tin  xabl  of  strafford. 

Trb  smnmer  is  oome  at  last,  my  Lord,  dressed  as  fine  as  a  biiih- 
isj,  though  not  with  so  many  flowers  on  its  head.     In  troth,  flie 
sun  is  an  old  fool,  who  apes  the  modem  people  of  ftshion  by  arnTing 
too  late :  the  day  is  going  to  bed  before  he  makes  his  appearance; 
and  one  has  soaroe  time  to  admire  his  embroidery  of  green  and  gold. 
It  was  omel  to  behold  such  expanse  of  com  eveiywhere,  and  yet  see 
it  all  tamed  to  a  water-sonchy.    K  I  could  admire  Dante;, — ^which, 
asking  Mr.  Hayley's  pardon,  I  do  not, — ^I  would  hare  written  an 
olio  of  Jews  and  Pagans,  and  sent  Ceres  to  reproach  Master  Noah 
with  breaking  his  promise  of  &e  world  neyer  being  drowned  again 
But  this  last  week  has  restored  matters  to  their  old  channel ;  and  I 
trost  we  shall  haye  bread  to  eat  next  winter,  or  I  think  we  must 
have  liyed  on    apples,   of  which  to  be  sure  there  is  enon^  to 
preyent  a  fiunine.    This  is  all  I  know,  my  Lord ;  and  I  hope  no 
news  to  your  Lordship.    I  haye  exhausted  the  themes  of  air-bdloons 
and  highwajrmen ;  and  if  you  will  haye  my  letters,  you  must  be  con- 
tent with  my  common-place  chat  on  the  seasons.    I  do  nothing 
worth  repeating,  nor  hear  that  others  do :  and  though  I  am  content 
to  rust  myself,  I  should  be  glad  to  tell  your  Lordship  anything  that 
would  amuse  you.    I  dined  two  days  ago  at  Mrs.  Garridc'a  with  ffir 
William  Hamilton,  who  is  returning  to  the  kingdom  of  cinders. 
Mrs.  Walsingham  was  there  with  her  son  *  and  daughter.     He  is  a 
yery  pleasing  young  man ;  a  fine  figure ;  his  &oe  Uke  hers,  wi& 
something  of  his  grand&ther  Sir  Charles  Williams,  without  his 
yanity :  yery  sensible,  and  uncommonly  well-bred.    The  daughter  is 
an  imitatress  of  Mrs.  Darner,  and  has  modelled  a  bust  of  her  brother. 
Mrs.  Damer  herself  is  modelling  two  masks  for  flie  key-stones  of  the 
new  bridge  at  Henley.    Sir  William,  who  has  seen  them,  says  they 
are  in  her  true  antique  style.    I  am  in  possession  of  her  deeping 
dogs  in  terra-cotta.      She  asked  me  if  I  would  consent  to  her 
executing  them  in  marble  for  the  Duke  of  BichmondP    I  said, 
gladly  ;  I  should  like  they  should  exist  in  a  more  durable  material ; 
but  I  would  not  part  witib  the  original,  which  is  sharper  and  more 

'  "  I  have  heard  Qwrgt  the  FooHh  speak  most  higUj  of  tliia  yoaog   Bojle 
Walaingham."    Oroker,  MS.^Cvutuvqbau. 


1784]  TO  MB.  PIKKIBTOV.  M» 


Mr.  Wyat  fhe  arehiteot  saw  fliem  here  lately ;  and  said,  lie 
was  sure  that  £F  the  idea  was  given  to  the  best  statuary  in  Europe, 
he  would  not  produce  so  perfisot  a  group.  Indeed,  wilh  these  dogs 
and  the  riches  I  possess  by  Lady  Di,'  poor  Strawberry  may  yie  with 
much  prouder  eoUeotions. 

Adieu,  my  good  Lord  I  when  I  fold  up  a  letter  I  am  ashamed  of 
it ;  but  it  is  your  own  &ult  The  last  thmg  I  should  think  of  would 
be  troubling  your  Lordship  with  such  insipid  stuff,  if  you  did  not 
command  it.  Lady  Strafford  will  bear  me  testimony  how  often  I 
hove  protested  against  it 


S3S8.    TO  JOHN  PIKKBBTOH,  BSa 

Sitawberrf  HiU,  Sept.  27, 1784. 

I  HATB  read  your  piece,  Sir,  very  attentively ;  and,  as  I  promised, 
will  give  you  my  opinion  of  it  &irly.  There  is  much  wit  in  it, 
especially  in  the  part  of  Nebuchadnezer ;  and  the  dialogue  is  very 
easy,  and  the  dAMuemerU  in  favour  of  Barbara  interesting.  There 
are,  however,  I  think,  some  objections  to  be  made,  which,  having 
written  so  well,  you  may  easily  remove,  as  they  are  rather  &ults  in 
the  mechanism  than  in  the  writing.  Several  scenes  seem  to  me  to 
finish  too  abruptly,  and  not  to  be  enough  connected.  JuUana  is  not 
enough  distinguished,  as  of  an  age  capable  of  more  elevated  senti- 
ments :  her  desire  of  playing  at  hot-cockles  and  blindman^s  buff 
sounds  more  childish  than  vulgar.  There  is  another  defect,  which 
is  in  the  conduct  of  the  plot :  surely  there  is  much  too  long  an 
interval  between  the  discovery  of  the  marriage  of  Juliana  and  PhiUp, 
and  the  anger  of  her  parents.  The  audience  must  expect  immediate 
effect  from  it ;  and  yet  the  noise  it  is  to  make  arrives  so  late,  that 
it  would  have  been  forgotten  in  the  course  of  the  intermediate 
scenes. 

I  doubt  a  littie,  whether  it  would  not  be  dangerous  to  open  the 
piece  with  a  song  that  must  be  totally  incomprehensible  to  at  least 
almost  all  the  audience.  It  is  safer  to  engage  their  prejudices  by 
something  captivating.  I  have  the  same  objection  to  Juliana's 
mistaking  deposit  for  posset,  which  may  give  an  ill  turn :  besides, 
those  mistakes  have  been  too  often  produced  on  the  stage :  so  has 

I  The  number  of  original  drftwings  by  Lady  Diana  Beanclerk,  at  Strawbeny  HiU. 
— WiiiPOLa. 


Ki  HOUCI  TAIfOUn  I.inBBS.  [ITSi 

the  character  of  Mra.  ^Vinter,  a  romantu  old  maid ;  nor  does  she 
contribute  to  the  plot  or  catastrophe.  I  am  afraid  tlutt  ena 
Hts.  VeriKin's  areniDa  to  the  ooimti;  is  tat  from  novel ;  and 
Mr.  Colman,  more  aoonsiomed  to  the  stage  than  I  am,  iniiild 
oertainljr  think  so.  S'ebaohadneser's  reparteea  of  "  Yeiy  veil,  thank 
yoa  I "  and  briofpng  in  Ffailifiv  -when  bidden  to  go  for  a  ratial,  ara 
printed  in  the  Terrm  FiHut,  and,  I  hcjieve,  in  other  jest  books ;  and 
there£ire  had  better  be  omitted. 

I  flatter  myself,  Sir,  you  will  exooee  these  remarks;  as  they 
are  iatendod  kindly,  both  for  yonr  repntation  and  interest,  and  to 
prevent  their  being  made  by  the  manager,  or  audience,  or  your 
friends  the  reviewers.  I  am  ready  to  propose  yonr  piece  to  Ur. 
Oolman  at  any  time ;  bnt,  as  I  have  nncerely  an  opinion  of  your 
parts  and  talents,  it  is  the  part  of  a  friend  to  wii^  yon  to  be 
very  oorreot,  eqteciatty  in  a  &8t  piece ;  for,  soch  is  Qie  ill-natnre  of 
mankind,  and  tiieir  want  of  judgment  too,  &at,  if  a  new  author  does 
not  snooeed  in  a  first  attonpt  oa  the  stage,  a  prejodioe  is  contracted 
agtdnst  him,  and  may  be  &tal  to  others  of  his  productions,  which 
might  hare  prospered,  had  that  bias  not  been  takoi.  An  established 
writer  for  &b  stage  may  venture  almost  any  idltmees ;  but  a  Gist 
essay  is  very  difierent. 

Shall  I  send  yoa  your  piece,  Sir ;  and  how  P  As  Mr.  Cdman's 
theatre '  will  not  open  till  next  summer,  yoa  will  have  full  time  to 
make  any  altorations  yon  please.  I  mean,  if  yon  shonld  think  any 
of  my  observatione  vbU  founded,  and  which  peiliaps  are  very  trifiing. 
I  bare  little  opinion  of  my  own  sagacity  as  a  critic,  nor  love  to  make 
objections ;  nor  shonld  have  taken  so  mnch  liberty  with  you,  if  you 
had  not  pressed  it  I  am  sore  in  me  it  is  a  mark  of  regard,  and 
which  I  never  pay  to  an  indifferent  author :  my  admiration  of  your 
essay  on  medals  was  natural,  uninvited,  and  certainly  unaffected. 
My  acquaintance  with  you  since.  Sir,  has  confirmed  my  opinion  (^ 
yonr  good  sense,  and  interested  me  in  behalf  of  your  works ;  and, 
having  lived  so  loi^  in  the  world  myself,  if  my  experience  can  be  of 
any  service  to  yon,  J  cannot  withhold  it  when  you  aak  it;  at  the 
same  time  leaving  you  perfectly  at  liberty  to  reject  it^  if  not  adopted 
by  your  own  judgment.  The  experience  of  old  age  is  very  likely  to 
be  balanced  by  the  weaknesses  incident  to  that  age.  I  have  no^ 
however,  its  positiveness  yet ;  and  willingly  abandon  my  oritioism  to 
the  vigoor  of  your  judgment 

'  The  HijrmBckct. — Cokuoiuk. 


17810  TO  am  HO&AOS  MA5V.  005 


StS4.    TO  Snt  HORAGB  MAKN. 

Strawberry  HiO,  Sept.  ZO,  1784. 

I  DO  not  reoolleoi  haying  e^er  been  so  totally  at  a  stand  for  want 
of  matter  since  onr  correspondence  began,  ^e  Dnchess  of  Glon- 
oester^  in  her  last  to  me,  told  me  that  my  letters  contain  nothing 
bnt  excuses  for  haying  nothing  to  say ;  so»  you  see,  my  silence  is 
not  particular  to  you.  I  can  only  appeal  to  my  usual  youchers,  the 
newspapers,  who  let  no  eyent  escape  them ;  and  I  defy  you  to  pro- 
duce one  they  haye  told  you  that  was  worth  knowing.  I  cannot 
fill  my  paper,  as  they  do,  with  air-balloons ;  which,  though  ranked 
with  ttie  inyention  of  nayigation,  appear  to  me  as  ohildiflh  as  the 
flying  kites  of  schoolboys.  I  haye  not  stirred  a  step  to  see  one ; 
consequently,  haye  not  paid  a  guinea  for  gazing  at  one,  which  I 
might  haye  seen  by  only  looking  up  into  the  air.  An  Italian,  one 
Lunardi,  is  the  first  airganaut  that  has  mounted  into  the  clouds  in 
this  country.*  So  far  from  respecting  him  as  a  Jason,  I  was  yeiy 
angij  with  him :  he  hsA  full  right  to  yenture  his  own  neck,  but 
none  to  risk  the  poor  cat,  who,  not  haying  preyed  a  martyr,  is  at 
least  better  entitled  to  be  a  confessor  than  her  master  D»dalu8.  I 
was  eyen  disappointed  t^erlm  erpediHon  had  been  prosperous: 
you  must  know,  I  haye  no  ideas  of  space :  when  I  heard  how 
wonderfully  he  had  soared,  I  concluded  he  had  arriyed  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  the  moon — alas !  he  had  not  ascended  aboye  a  mile 
and  a-half :  so  pitiful  an  ascension  degraded  him  totally  in  my 
conceit.  As  there  are  mountains  twice  as  hig^,  what  signifies  flying, 
if  you  do  not  rise  aboye  the  top  of  the  earth  ?  any  one  on  foot  may 
walk  higher  than  this  man-eagle  I  Well  I  now  you  know  all  that 
I  know — and  was  it  worth  telling  ? 

There  does  seem  to  be  a  storm  still  brewing  in  Ireland,  though  a 
&yourable  turn  has  happened.  The  people  of  property  haye  found 
out  there  is  no  joke  in  putting  yotes  into  the  hands  of  flie  Catholics.* 
They  were  Irish  heads  that  did  not  make  that  discoyery  a  little 
sooner.    Can  there  be  a  greater  absurdity  than  Papists  yoting  for 

'  ThiB  •Hin$X  royage  was  performed  in  London,  September  ISth,  1784,  by  Yinoent 
Lonardi,  who  ascended  from  the  ArtiUery-groond,  taking  with  him  a  dog,  a  oat^  and 
a  pigeon ;  he  descended  in  a  meadow  near  Ware,  in  Hertfordshire. — Waiouc. 

*  The  admission  of  Romanists  to  the  elecUTe  franchise  in  ireland  gare  great  dissalis- 
faction  to  the  Protestants  of  the  middle  and  lower  class,  who  had  prenoosly  the 
preference  as  tenants,  on  account  of  their  czcluiuve  right  of  voting. — Wiuuut. 
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Memben  of  ParURment  ?  It  will  be  ireQ  fin-  Qioae  wlio  inntri 
ttiem  to  diat  partiaipatioii,  if  Qiej  can  SBtufy  tbem  willioat  granting 
it  I  How  often  I  reflect  on  my  foUier's  Quieta  non  motwv  /  It 
aeema  to  me,  £rom  all  I  have  seen  of  late  yeais,  to  be  Hie  Bomtderi 
mmim  in  politioe  ever  prononnoed.  Tlunk  of  a  refonnatiaa  fd 
Parliament  by  admitting  Soman  Catholics  to  vote  at  elections  I  and 
tbat  that  preposterous  idea  Aould  have  been  adopted  by  Presby- 
terians !  That  it  was  sanctified  by  a  Protestant  Kshop*  is  not  stnn^; 
il«  iroald  call  Mnssnlmco  to  poll,  were  there  any  within  the  diooesB 
of  Dejry. 

Your  Lord  Paramount  seema  to  be  taking  large  strides  towards 
Holland ;  *  bat  of  that  you  probably  know  more  tlura  I  do, — at 
least,  yoQ  cannot  know  less,  l^e  old  graitlewomen  in  my  neig^- 
bonrhood,  the  only  company  I  have,  study  no  map  bat  that  d 
Tendre  in  Gelia ;  bat  they  relate  the  adrentores  of  that  ooontry  in 
a  different  style  &om  Mademcdselle  Scndery ;  they  put  aa  many 
oonple  together,  bat  not  qaite  with  saoh  honoarable  intentions  aa 
she  did.  In  short,  yoa  may  peroeiTe  that  I  oan  send  yoa  no  intelli- 
gence but  folly  and  lies  from  newspapers,  or  scandal  &<Hn  beldama ; 
I  do  not  listen  to  the  latter,  nor  mind  the  former.  I  pay  yoa  my 
monthly  qait-rent,  thoo^  ia  truth  it  is  not  worth  a  pej^ier-oom. 

Sir  William  Hamilton,  jnst  before  he  set  ont^  gave  me  a  small 
printed  acooont  of  the  Beale  Oalieria  di  FireKu  aocraeiuta,  Aa.  By 
it  I  perofflT^  that,  Ihoa^  the  Great-Dnke  has  dispersed  the  gioiq) 
(^  the  Il^iobe  like  oar  Biot  Act,  and  left  them  staring  in  strange 
attitodea  like  the  mob  on  each  an  occasion,  he  has  assembled  all  the 
oatlying  parts  of  the  Medioean  collection,*  and  made  great  poi' 
chases  himsdf  and  new-arranged  the  whole.  ^Qiis  is  praiseworthy, 
bat  seems  a  little  oontoodicted  by  selliog  so  mooh  of  the  Oitanh- 
roba ;  not  that  I  blame  him  I  am  sare,  who,  thanks  to  yoa,  hare 
profited  by  it  The  little  book  promisee  an  ampler  aoooant  Shoold 
soch  appear,  I  shoald  be  glad  to  hare  it,  on  strict  condition  of  paying 
for  it;  otherwise,  yon  know  yoa  exclude  me  from  troubling  yoa  with 
any  commission :  my  house  is  full  of  your  spoils  already,  and  by 
your  monificenoe  is  a  Oalieria  Reale  itself. 

I  shall  now  be  expecting  your  nephew  soon,  and,  I  tmat,  with  a 
perfectly  good  aoooant  of  yoa.    The  next  time  he  visito  you,  I  may 

*  Dr.  Frflderick  Harrej,  EvI  of  Briitol  uid  Kihop  of  Dwiy. — Vii-roLi. 

*  The  Emperor  JoMph  II.  quurrelled  with  the  Datoh  for  tke  naripUaaoftte 
Scheldt.— WiuvLB. 

*  PmUcuIwI;  from  Uie  VllU  Media  at  Borne.— WunuL 
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be  able  to  send  yon  a  deeoription  of  my  OaUeria, — I  bare  long  been 
preparing  it,  and  it  is  ahnost  flnuhed, — with  some  prints,  wbich, 
boweyer,  I  doabt>  will  oonTey  no  yeiy  adequate  idea  of  it  In  tbe 
first  place,  tbey  are  bat  moderately  ezeoated :  I  oonld  not  afford  to 
pay  oar  principal  engrayers,  wboee  prices  are  eqoal  to,  nay^  fiur 
abore^  {hose  of  former  capital  painters.  In  fbe  next,  as  tbere  is  a 
solemnity  in  ibe  boose,  of  wbidi  tbe  oate  will  give  yon  an  idda,  they 
cannot  add  ibe  gay  variety  of  the  scene  witboot,  wbiob  is  very 
different  from  every  side,  and  ahnost  from  every  cbamber,  and 
makes  a  most  agreeable  contrast ;  the  boose  being  placed  almost  in 
an  elbow  of  tbe  Tbames,  which  sorroonds  half,  and  conseqnently 
beautifies  ibree  of  the  aspects.  Then  my  little  bill,  and  diminntive 
enoogb  it  is,  gaases  op  to  Boyal  Richmond ;  and  Twickenham  on 
the  left,  and  Kingston  Wick  <m  tbe  right,  are  seen  across  bends  of 
tbe  river,  which  on  each  hand  appears  like  a  lillipotian  seaport 
Swans,  cows,  sheep,  coaches,  post-diaises,  carts,  horsemen,  and  foot- 
pasBengers  are  ccmtinoally  in  view.  The  foorth  scene  is  a  large 
oommon-fidd,  a  constant  prospect  of  harvest  and  ite  stages,  traversed 
under  my  windows  by  the  grMit  road  to  Hampton  Court ;  in  short, 
an  anisiaied  view  of  Ibe  coontiy.  These  moving  pictures  com- 
pensate the  c(mventoal  gjoom  of  the  inside ;  which,  however,  when 
the  son  shines,  is  gorgeoos,  as  be  appears  all  crimson  and  gold  and 
asore  fbroogb  the  painted  glass.  Now,  to  be  quite  fair,  you  must 
turn  the  perspective,  and  look  at  this  vision  through  the  diminishing 
end  of  the  telescope ;  for  nothing  is  so  small  as  the  whole,  and  even 
Mount  Biohmond  would  not  readi  up  to  Fiesole's  shoe-bucUe.  If 
your  nej^ew  is  still  with  you,  he  will  confirm  the  truth  of  all  the 
pomp,  and  all  the  humility,  of  my  description.  I  grieve  that  you 
would  never  come  and  cast  an  eye  on  it  I — But  are  even  our  visions 
pure  from  alloy  P  Does  not  some  drawback  always  bang  over  themP 
and,  being  visions,  bow  rapidly  must  not  they  fleet  away  I  Yes, 
yes ;  our  smiles  and  our  tears  are  almost  as  transient  as  tbe  lustre 
€}f  the  morning  and  the  shadows  of  the  evening,  and  almost  as 
frequently  interchanged.  Our  passions  form  aiiy  balloons — ^we 
know  not  how  to  cUred  them ;  and  the  very  inflammable  matter 
that  transports  thorn,  often  makes  the  bubble  burst.    Adieu  I 
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Strawberrjf  Mill,  OeL  6»  178i. 

Tod  have  aooepted  my  remaiks  with  great  good-hmnoiir,  £Kr:  I 
wish  you  may  not  hare  paid  too  much  regard  to  them ;  and  I  ahooU 
be  glad  that  you  did  not  rest  any  alteratioiis  on  my  aingle  jndgmenii 
to  whioh  I  have  bnt  little  respeot  myaelf .  I  haye  not  thooght  often 
on  tfaeatrio  perfgrmaneea,  and  of  late  not  at  alL  A  chief  gnnmd  d 
my  obeenrations  on  your  pieoe  prooeeded  from  haying  taken  notioe 
that  an  English  andience  is  apt  to  be  streok  inJSb,  aome  fiuniliar 
aonnd,  though  there  is  nothing  ridionlons  in  the  peasage ;  and  fiiH 
into  a  foolish  langh,  that  often  proves  &tal  to  the  anther.  Sooli 
was  my  objection  to  hoi-coekks.  Yon  have^  indeed,  conyiiioed  me 
that  I  did  not  enough  attend  to  yoor  piece,  as  a  Jaree;  and,  you 
must  excuse  me,  my  regard  for  you  and  your  wit  made  me  ormmdir 
it  rather  as  a  short  comedy.  Yery  probably  too^  I  haye  xeteined 
the  pedantic  impressions  of  the  French,  and  demanded  more 
obseryance  ci  their  rules  than  is  neoessary  or  just:  yet  I  myself 
haye  often  condemned  their  too  delicate  rigour.  Nay,  I  haye  wished 
that  £uce  and  speaking  harlequins  were  more  enconnged,  in  cider 
to  leaye  open  a  wider  field  of  inyention  to  writers  for  ibe  stage.  Of 
late  I  haye  amply  had  my  wish :  Mr.  O'Keefie  has  brought  our 
audiences  to  bear  with  eyery  eztrayagance ;  end,  were  there  not 
such  irresistible  humour  in  his  utmost  daring,  it  would  be  impossibk 
to  deny  that  he  has  passed  eyen  beyond  the  limits  of  nonsense. 
But  I  confine  thil  approbation  to  his  'Agreeable  Surprise.'  In  hii 
other  pieces  there  is  much  more  untempered  nonsense  than  humour. 
Eyen  that  &yourite  performance  I  wondered  that  Mr.  Ckdman  dared 
to  produce. 

Your  remark,  that  a  piece  full  of  marked  characters  would  be 
yoid  ol  nature,  is  most  just  Thii  ib  so  strongly  my  opinion,  thai 
I  thought  it  a  great  fsiult  in  Miss  Bumey's  '  Cecilia,'  tiiough  it  has  a 
thousand  other  beauties,  that  she  has  laboured  for  too  much  to  make 
all  her  personages  talk  always  in  character;  whereas,  in  the  present 
refined  or  deprayed  state  of  human  nature,  most  people  endeayour 
to  conceal  their  real  character,  not  to  display  it  A  prof essicmal 
man,  as  a  pedantic  fellow  of  a  college  or  a  seaman,  has  a  chanus 
teristic  dialect ;  but  that  is  yery  difierent  fix>m  continually  leUmg 
<nU  his  ruling  passion. 
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brings  me»  Sir,  to  ttie  alteratioir  yoa  offer  in  fhe  peraonage 
of  Mrs.  Winter^  whom  yon  wittily  propose  to  turn  into  a  mennaiflL 
I  approve  flie  idea  mUoh :  I  like  too  the  Destotation  of  Mis.  Yemon 
to  a  plain  reasonable  woman.  She  will  be  a  oontrast  to  the  bad 
characters,  and  bat  a  gradation  to  produce  Barbara,  without  making 
her  too  glaringly  bright  without  any  intermediate  shade.  In  truth, 
as  you  certainly  may  write  excellently  if  you  please,  I  wish  you 
to  bestow  your  utmost  abilities  on  whatever  you  give  to  the  publio. 
I  ain  wrong  when  I  would  have  a  iEEUfce  as  chaste  and  sober  as  a 
comedy;  but  I  would  have  a  &rce  made  as  good  as  it  can  be.  I  do 
not  know  haw  that  is  to  be  accomplished ;  but  I  believe  you  aa 
You  are  so  obliging  as  to  offer  to  accept  a  song  of  mine,  if  I  have 
one  by  me.  Dear  Sir,  I  have  no  more  talent  for  writing  a  song 
than  for  writing  an  ode  like  Dryden's  or  Ghray's.  It  is  a  talent  per 
ne;  and  given,  like  every  other  branch  of  genius,  by  nature  alone^ 
Poor  Shenstone  was  labouring  through  his  wholo  life  to  write  a 
perfect  song,  and,  in  my  opinion  at  leasts  never  once  suceeeded; 
not  better  than  Pope  did  in  a  St  Ceoilian  Ode.  I  doubt  whether 
we  have  not  gone  a  long,  long  way  beyond  the  poanbility  of  writix^ 
a  good  song.  All  the  words  in  the  language  have  been  se  often 
employed  on  simple  images  (without  whidi  a  song  cannot  be  good), 
and  such  reams  of  bad  verses  have  been  produced  in  that  kind,  that 
I  question  whether  true  simplicity  itsdf  could  please  now.  At 
least  we  are  not  likely  to  have  any  such  thing.  Our  present  choir 
of  poetic  virgins  write  in  the  ottier  extreme.  They  colour  their 
compositions  so  highly  with  choice  and  dainty  phrases,  that  their 
own  dresses  are  not  more  fentastic  and  romantic.  Their  nightingales 
make  as  many  divisions  as  Italian  singers.  But  this  is  wandering 
from  the  subject ;  and,  while  I  only  meant  to  tell  you  what  I  could 
not  do  myself,  I  am  telling  you  what  others  do  iQ.  I  will  yet  hazard 
one  ether  opinion,  though  rdative  to  composition  in  general.  There 
are  two  periods  fevourable  to  poete :  a  rude  age,  when  a  genius  may 
hazard  anjrthing,  and  when  nothing  has  been  forestalled :  the  other 
is,  when,  after  ages  of  barbarism  and  incorrection,  a  master  or  two 
produces  models  formed  by  purity  and  taste;  Yirgil,  Horace,  Boileau, 
Comeille,  Bacine,  Pope,  exploded  the  licentiousness  that  reigned 
before  them.  What  happened  P  Nobody  dared  to  write  in  contra- 
diction to  the  severity  established ;  and  very  few  had  abilities  to 
rival  their  masters.  Insipidity  ensues,  novelty  is  dangerous,  and 
bombast  usurps  the  throne  which  had  been  dJebased  by  a  race  of 
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famim^     This  riiapsodj  will  probaUy  ocmviiioe  yoo,  Sr,  kv 
mooli  yoa  was  mistaken  in  setting  any  value  on  my  judgment. 

Febroary  will  oertainly  be  time  enough  for  your  pieoe  to  be 
finished.  I  again  beg  you,  Sir,  to  pay  no  deference  to  my 
critidsmsy  against  your  own  ood  reflections.  It  is  prudent  to 
oonsolt  others  before  one  vejitures  on  publication ;  but  every  sin^ 
person  is  as  liable  to  be  erroneous  as  an  author.  An  elderly  msoy 
as  he  gains  ezperienee,  acquires  prejudices  too :  nay,  old  age  hn 
generally  two  &ulti ;  it  is  too  quick-sighted  into  the  JEralts  of  ihs 
time  beingy  and  too  blind  to  the  &ults  that  reigned  in  his  own  youth, 
which,  having  partaken  of  or  having  admired,  though  injudunoosly, 
he  recollects  with  complacence. 

I  confess,  too,  that  fliere  must  be  two  distinct  views  in  writers  for 
the  stage,  one  of  which  is  more  allowable  to  them  tiiaa  to  other 
authors.  The  one  is  durable  feme ;  the  other,  peculiar  to  dramatie 
authoTB,  the  view  <tf  writing  to  the  present  taste  (and,  perhi^  as 
you  say,  to  the  level  <tf  the  audience).  I  do  not  mean  for  the  sake 
of  profit;  but  even  hi^  comedy  must  risk  a  little  of  its  immortality 
by  consoltiDg  the  ruling  taste ;  and  thence  comedy  always  loses 
some  <tf  its  beauties,  tho  transient,  and  s(»ne  of  its  intelligibility. 
Like  its  harsher  sister,  satire,  many  of  its  allusions  must  vamsh,  as 
the  objects  it  aims  at  correcting  cease  to  be  in  vogue;  and,  perhaps^ 
that  cessation,  the  natural  death  of  feahion,  is  ofi«L  ascribed  by  an 
author  to  his  own  reproofe.  Ladies  would  have  left  off  patf>hing  on 
the  Whig  or  Tory  side  of  their  fece,  though  Mr.  Addison  had  not 
written  his  ezc^tent  '(Spectator'  [No.  81].  Probably  even  they 
who  mig^t  be  eorrected  by  his  reprimand,  adopted  some  new  dis- 
tinction as  xidicalons ;  not  discovering  that  his  satire  was  levdled 
at  their  partial  animosity,  and  not  at  the  mode  <tf  placing  their 
patdies ;  for,  unfortuoately,  as  the  world  cannot  be  cured  of  being 
foolish,  a  preacher  who  eradicates  one  folly,  does  but  make  room 
for  some  cihir. 
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fO  imi  HOBT.  H.  &  OOKWAT. 

Orawbirry  ffiU,  0:^15.1784. 

As  I  Iisfe  liettd  iioihixig  from  701I9 1  flatter  my^^ 
mendfly  or  I  think  70a  would  hare  brought  her  again  to  the  physi- 
eians:  yw  will,  I  €ondnde»  next  week,  astowardathe  end<rf  it  the 
ten  days  they  named  will  be  expired.    I  mnat  be  in  town  myself 
about  Thmsday  on  some  little  business  of  my  own. 

As  I  was  writing  this,  my  serrants  called  me  away  to  see  aballoon; 
I  suppose  Blanchard's,  that  was  to  be  let  off  from  Chelsea  this 
morning.  I  saw  it  from  the  oommonfield  before  the  window  of  my 
roimd  tower.  It  i^peared  aboat  a  third  of  the  size  of  the  moont  or 
less,  when  setting,  something  abore  the  tops  of  the  trees  on  the 
lerel  horiaon.  It  was  then  descending;  and,  after  rising  and 
declining  a  little,  it  sank  slowly  behind  the  trees,  I  should  think 
about  or  beyond  Snnbory,  at  fiye  minntes  after  one.  But  you  know 
I  am  a  yery  inexact  guesser  at  measures  and  distances,  and  may  be 
mistaken  in  many  miles ;  and  you  know  how  little  I  haye  attended 
to  those  airffanamii :  only  t'other  night  I  diverted  myself  with  a  sort 
of  meditation  on  future  airgonaiion,  supposing  that  it  will  not  only 
be  perfected,  but  will  depose  navigation.  I  did  not  finish  it,  because 
I  am  not  skilled,  like  the  gentleman  that  used  to  write  political  ship- 
news,  in  that  style  which  I  wanted  to  perfect  my  essay :  but  in 
the  prelude  I  observed  how  ignorant  the  ancients  were  in  supposing 
Icarus  melted  the  wax  of  his  wings  by  too  near  access  to  the  sun, 
whereas  he  would  have  beenfrosen  to  death  before  he  made  the  first 
post  on  that  road.  Next,  I  discovered  an  aUianee  between  Bishop 
Vifldns^s  art  <rf  flying  and  his ;Jan  of  universal  language ;  thelatter 
of  which  he  no  doubt  calculated  to  prevent  the  want  of  an  inteipreter 
when  he  should  arrive  at  the  moon. 

But  I  chiefly  amused  myself  with  ideas  of  the  change  that  would 
be  made  in  the  world  by  the  substitution  <tf  balloons  to  ships.  I 
supposed  our  seaports  to  become  deterted  viOagei;  and  Salisbury 
Plain,  Newmarket  Heath,  (another  canvass  for  alteration  of  ideas,) 
and  all  downs  (but  the  Downs)  arising  into  dock-yards  for  a&rial 
vessels.  Such  a  field  would  be  ample  in  furnishing  new  speculations. 
But  to  come  to  my  ship-news : — 

"  The  good  balloon  iWalus*  Captain  Wing-ate,  will  fly  in  a  few 
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days  for  Ghina;  he  will  stop  at  the  top  of  the  Monomeat  to  take  in 
passengers. 

''Airiyed  on  Brand-sands,  the  Yultorey  Captain  Nabob;  tlie 
Tortoise  snow,  from  Lapland ;  the  Pet-en-rair,  firom  YeFsailles ;  flie 
Dreadnought,  firam  Monnt  Etna,  Sir  W.  Hamilton,  ocnnmander; 
the  Tympany,  Montgolfier;  and  the  Mine-A-in-a-bandbox,  from 
the  Cape  of  Gk>od  Hope.  Fonndered  in  a  humoane,  the  Bird  of 
Paradise,  from  Mount  Ararat  The  Bubble,  Sheldon,  took  fire^  lad 
was  burnt  to  her  gallery ;  and  the  Phoenix  is  to  be  oat  down  to  a 
second-rate.'' 

In  those  days  Old  Sarum  will  again  be  a  town  and  haTS  houses  in 
ii  There  will  be  fights  in  the  air  with  iinnd-guns  and  bows  and 
arrows;  and  there  will  be  prodigious  increase  of  land  for  tillage^ 
espeoiallyin  France,  bybre»king  up  all  pubUo  roads  as  uselesB. 
But  enough  of  my  fi)oleiies;  lor  which  I  am  sorry  you  must  pay 
double  postage. 

assr.    TO  THI  OOUKTB88  OF  OSSOST. 

Strawberry  HtU,  OcL  28,  ITSi. 

It  is  very  true,  Madam,  we  are  robbed  in  the  £em»  o£  the  sun,  as 
well  as  at  tibe  going  down  there(£  I  know  not  how  other  districts 
frure,  but  for  five  miles  round  us  we  are  in  perpetual  jeopardy.  Two 
of  our  justices,  returning  from  a  cabinet  council  of  their  own,  at 
Brentford,  were  robbed  last  week,  before  three  o'clock,  at  Hie  gates 
of  Twickenham :  no  wonder ;  I  beUeye  they  are  all  hoodwinked  like 
their  Ahna  Mater  herself  and,  consequenfly,  as  they  oannot  see^  it 
is  not  surprising  that  both  she  and  they  should  often  weigh  out  their 
goods  wiili  uneyen  scales. 

Being  perfectly  secure  of  not  having  given  your  Ladyship  any  cause 
of  o&nce,  I  did  conclude  that  one  reason  of  your  silence  must  be 
the  topic  to  which  you  allude^  and  on  which  you  could  not  like  to 
write  after  you  knew  that  I  had  absolutely  nothing  to  do  in  tiba 
a&ir.  I  was  certainly  as  little  desirous  of  renewing  a  theme 
which  terminated  as  I  had  foreseen,  and  as,  in  the  only  conversation 
I  had  with  the  person  concerned,  I  foretold  it  would ;  the  last  words 
I  said  to  her  being  to  warn  her  to  be  prepared  for  such  an  event 
Tou  may  then  well  believe.  Madam,  that  it  cannot  be  my  wish  to 
revive  a  subject  so  little  agreeable. 

I  am  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Allanson,  and  have  very  great 
esteem  for  her,  and  could  tell  your  Ladyship  her  history,  were  it  not 
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too  long  fiir  a  letter.  Her  conduct  has  been  noble  and  reasonable ; 
her  patroneas'Sy  in  my  opinion,  preposteronB  at  least  The  female 
disciples  of  that  school,  which  is  not  that  of  Pythagoras,  the  mistress 
resembling  hin^  in  nothing  but  in  a  thigh  of  solid  gold,  are  loud  in 
her  defence.  I  hope  Mr.  Pulteney  will  protect  Mrs.  Allanson  by 
the  same  substantial  aignments. 

I  cannot  milodc  Mr.  Powis's  charade.  It  may  be  a  yery  good 
something,  but  does  not  seem  to  be  a  charade,  which  used  to  be 
Ibnned  of  a  flrst  part,  a  second,  and  a  whole.  Now  I  did  not  know 
fliat  eharad&r  was  the  whole  of  anybody  or  anything. 

Balloons  is  a  sabject  I  do  not  intend  to  tap.  If  they  can  be 
improted  into  anything  more  than  Brobdignag  kites,  it  most  be  in  9 
eentnry  or  two  after  I  shall  be  laid  low.  A  centoiy,  in  my  accept- 
ation means  a  hundred  years  hence,  or  a  year  or  two  hence,  for 
after  one  ceases  to  be,  all  duration  is  of  the  same  length ;  and  erery- 
ihing  that  one  guesses  will  happen  after  one Vself  is  no  more,  is 
equally  a  Tision.  Tisions  I  loyed  while  they  decked  with  rainbows, 
or  eoDcealed  the  flloods  of  the  hoiiaan  befere  me ;  bat  now  that  the 
dream  is  so  near  to  an  end,  I  haye  no  occasion  for  lesser  pageants — 
much  less  for  diyining  with  what  airy  yehicles  the  atmosphere  will 
be  peopled  hereafter,  or  how  much  more  expeditiously  the  east,  west, 
or  SOU&  will  be  rayaged  and  butchered,  than  they  haye  been  by  the 
old-£uhioned  clumsy  method  of  nayigation. 

It  is  true,  I  do  not  shut  my  eyes  to  the  follies  actually  befi>re 
them.  I  smile  at  the  adoration  paid  to  these  aerial  Quixotes ;  and, 
reflect  fliat,  as  formerly,  men  were  admired  fer  their  courage  in 
risking  their  liyes  in  order  to  destroy  others ;  now  they  are  wor- 
diipped  for  yenturing  their  necks  en  pure  perie — much  more  com- 
mendaUy  I  do  allow;  yet  fame  is  the  equal  object  of  both.  I  smile, 
too,  at  the  stupidity  that  pays  a  guinea  for  being  allowed  to  see  what 
any  man  may  see  by  holding  up  his  head  and  looking  at  the  sky : 
and  I  obserye  that  no  improyements  of  science  or  knowledge  make 
tbe  world  a  jot  wiser;  kno^edge,  like  reason,  being  a  fine  tool  that 
wffl  gtye  an  exquisite  polish  or  finishing  to  omamentB ;  but  is  not 
•trong  enough  to  answer  the  common  occasions  of  mankind. 


L  L 
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ms.  TO  JOHN  phtebbtok,  esq. 

I  WOULD  not  aiiBwer  your  letter^  Sir,  tOl  I  oould  tell  you  that  I 
Lad  put  your  play  into  Mr.  Colman's  hands,  which  I  haye  done. 
He  desired  my  consent  to  his  carrying  it  into  the  country  to  read  it 
deliberately :  you  shall  ^ow  as  soon  as  I  receive  his  determinatioa. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  many  civil  and  kind  expressions 
in  your  letter,  and  for  the  friendly  information  you  give  me. 
Partiality,  I  fear,  dictated  the  former;  but  the  last  I  can  only 
ascribe  to  the  goodness  of  your  heart  I  have  published  nothing 
of  any  size  but  the  pieces  you  mention,  and  one  or  two  small  tracts 
now  out  of  print  and  forgotten.  The  rest  have  been  pre&oes  to  my 
Strawberry  editions,  and  to  a  few  other  publications;  and  soma 
fugitive  pieces  which  I  reprinted  several  years  ago  in  a  small 
volume,  and  which  shall  be  at  your  service,  with  the  '  Catalogoe 
of  Noble  Authors.' 

With  regard  to  the  bookseller  who  has  taken  the  pains  to  collect 
my  writings  for  an  edition  (amongst  which  I  do  not  doubt  but  he 
will  generously  bestow  on  me  many  that  I  did  not  wriie,  aooordiug 
to  the  liberal  practice  of  such  compilers),  and  who  also  intends  to 
write  my  life,  to  which  (as  I  never  did  anjrthing  worthy  of  the 
notice  of  the  public)  he  must  likewise  be  a  volunteer  contributor, 
it  would  be  vain  for  me  to  endeavour  to  prevent  such  a  design. 
Whoever  has  been  so  unadvised  as  to  throw  himself  on  the  public, 
must  pay  such  a  tax  in  a  pamphlet  or  magazine  when  he  dies ;  but» 
happily,  the  insects  that  prey  on  carrion  are  still  more  short-lived 
than  the  carcases  were,  from  which  they  draw  their  nutriment 
Those  momentary  abortions  live  but  a  day,  and  are  thrust  aside  by 
like  embryos.  Literary  characters,  when  not  illustrious,  are  known 
only  to  a  few  literary  men ;  and,  amidst  the  world  of  books^  few 
leaders  can  come  to  my  share.  Printing,  that  secures  ftTistftnoe  (in 
libraries)  to  indifferent  authors  of  any  bulk,  is  like  those  cases  of 
Egyptian  mummies  which  in  catacombs  preserve  bodies  of  one 
knows  not  whom,  and  which  are  scribbled  over  with  characters  that 
nobody  attempte  to  read,  till  nobody  understands  the  language  in 
which  they  were  written. 

I  believe  therefore  it  will  be  most  wise  to  swim  for  a  moment  on 
the  passing  current,  secure  that  it  will  soon  hurry  me  into  the  ocean 
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where  all  ibingB  are  forgotten.  To  appomt  a  biographer  is  to 
bespeak  a  panogyrio ;  and  I  doubt  whether  they  who  oolleot  their 
works  for  the  publicy  and,  like  me>  are  oonscions  of  no  intrinsic 
worth,  do  but  beg  mankind  to  aooept  of  talents  (whatever  they  were) 
in  lieu  of  yirtnes.  To  anticipate  spurious  publications  by  a  oompre- 
hensiye  and  authentic  one,  is  almost  as  great  an  evil :  it  is  giving  a 
body  to  scattered  atoms ;  and  such  an  act  in  one's  old  age  is  declaring 
a  fondness  for  the  indiscretions  of  youth,  or  for  the  trifles  of  an  age 
which,  though  more  mature,  is  only  the  less  excusable.  It  is  most 
true,  Sir,  thati  so  £eur  from  being  prejudiced  in  &vour  of  my  own 
writings,  I  am  persuaded  thai,  had  I  thought  early  as  I  think  now, 
I  should  never  have  appeared  as  an  author.  Age,  frequent  illness 
and  pain,  have  given  me  as  many  hours  of  reflection  in  lite  intervals 
of  the  two  latter,  as  the  two  latter  have  disabled  from  reflection ; 
and,  besides  flieir  showing  me  the  inutility  of  all  our  little  views, 
they  have  suggested  an  observation  that  I  love  to  encourage  in 
mjrself  from  the  rationality  of  ii  I  have  learnt  and  have  practised 
the  humiliating  task  of  comparing  myself  with  great  authors ;  and 
that  comparison  has  annihilated  all  the  flattery  that  self-love  cotdd 
suggest  I  know  how  trifling  my  own  writings  are,  and  how  far 
below  the  standard  that  constitutes  excellence :  as  for  the  shades 
that  distinguish  the  degrees  of  mediocrity,  they  are  not  worth  dis- 
crimination ;  and  he  must  be  very  modest,  or  easily  satisfied,  who 
can  be  content  to  glimmer  for  an  instant  a  little  more  than  his 
brethren  g^ow-worms.  Mine,  therefore,  you  find.  Sir,  is  not  humility, 
but  pride.  When  young,  I  wished  for  hme ;  not  flTamining  whether 
I  was  capable  of  attaining  it,  nor  considering  in  what  li^ts  £eune' 
was  desirable.  There  are  two  sorts  of  honest  feune ;  that  attendant 
on  the  truly  great,  and  that  better  sort  that  is  due  to  the  good.  I 
fear  I  did  not  aim  at  the  latter ;  nor  discovered,  till  too  late,  that 
I  could  not  compass  the  former.  Ebving  neglected  the  best  road, 
and  having,  instead  of  the  other,  strolled  into  a  narrow  path  that 
led  to  no  good  virortii  seeking,  I  see  the  idleness  of  my  journey, 
and  hold  it  more  graceftd  to  abandon  my  wanderings  to  chance 
or  oblivion,  than  to  mark  solicitude  for  trifles,  which  I  think  so 
mysel£ 

I  beg  your  pardon  for  talking  so  much  of  myself;  but  an  answer 
was  due  to  the  unmerited  attention  which  you  have  paid  to  my 
writings.  I  turn  with  more  pleasure  to  speak  on  yours.  Forgive 
xne  if  I  shall  blame  you,  whether  you  either  abandon  your  intention. 
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or  aie  ioo  inpatieiil  to  csemite  it*  You  Piefcoe  profves  iliit  jot 
■re  oapaUe  oif  treatiiig  the  sobjeot  ably ;  but  allow  me  to  lepmi, 
that  it  IB  a  work  that  ought  not  to  be  perfermed  iinpefcaoualy.  A 
mere  reoapttnlation  of  avthentioated  facts  would  be  dry;  a  man 
enlarged  plan  wocdd  demand  mneh  aoqnaintanoe  wiik  tiie  diaractwi 
of  the  aotoiB,  and  with  the  probable  soinoee  of  meaanree.  The 
present  time  is  aomutomed  to  details  and  aneedotes ;  and  flie  age 
immediately  preceding  one's  own  is  less  known  to  any  bmb  tiian  ihs 
history  of  any  other  period.  You  are  yoong  eneo§^  Sir,  to  ooUect 
inlbrmation  en  many  partioolars  that  will  ocoor  in  ymx  progress 
from  Unng  actors,  at  least  from  their  contemporaiifls;  and,  great  as 
year  ardour  may  be^  yon  will  find  yourself  dehqwl  by  tlie  want  of 
materials,  and  by  fiurtfaer  necessary  inquiries.  As  yon  have  Twikkf 
^  talents,  why  aliould  not  yon  exercise  them  on  works  liiat  will 
admit  of  more  rapidity;  and  at  the  same  time,  in  leisaie  momenti, 
emmmiWice^  digest,  and  enrich  your  plan  by  ooUeoting  new  matter 
fcritP 

In  one  word,  I  have  too  mnoh  zeal  frr  your  credit,  not  to  dissuade 
yon  from  preeipitotion  in  a  work  of  the  kind  you  meditate.  Hud 
I  speak  sinosroly  you  are  sore;  as  aocidflnt,  not  design,  made  yoi 
acquainted  with  my  admiration  of  your  tract  on  medals.  If  I  wish 
to  delay  your  history,  it  must  be  from  wishing  that  it  may  appesr 
with  more  advantages ;  and  I  must  speak  disinterestedly,  as  my  sgs 
win  not  allow  me  to  hope  to  see  it»  if  not  finished  soon.  I  shoi^ 
not  forgive  mjrself  if  I  turned  yon  from  prosecutbn  of  yofor  work; 
but^  as  lam  certain  that  my  writings  can  have  given  yon  no  opimoa 
of  my  having  sound  and  deep  jndgment,  pray  foUow  yoor  own,  and 
aUow  no  merit  but  that  of  sincerity  and  zeal  to  liie  sentiments  of 
yours,  Aq. 

2S29.    TO  SIR  HORACE  HA|IN, 

You  are  one  of  flie  last  men  in  the  world  to  be  comforted  by  a 
legacy  for  the  loss  of  a  friend ;  nor  can  one  see  it  in  any  agreeable 
lighty'but  as  a  testimony  of  real  affection.  An  old  friend  is  a  double 
loss  when  one's  self  is  not  young.  However,  it  is  the  frequent 
untying  of  such  strings  that  accustoms  one  to  one^  own  depaaHfcure. 
The  patriarchs  might  preserve  a  relish  for  life,  even  wlm  five 


*  Of  writing  a  biitoxy  of  the  isign  of  GsMse  ths  Seoond.— Waxaat. 
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Imndtedyesnt^;  bMmwe  tlia>  ohildien,  gnodoliildreii,  end  greai- 
anutdohildraa  Wore  all  man  as  1^«tiTig  su  establiBhnumt ;  and,  I 
•appofld)  the  afieetiolu  of  tiia  anoeetiy  were  as  viTaaunu  as  tbem- 
mItm.  But,  in  ^  poat-dUanan  •ystem,  Itmg-liTed  parenta  an 
often  OKwe  uniortimato  than  we  old  baolielon,  and  sorviTe  their 
ehililren.  Yat  my  part)  who  hare  oatlired  eome  frienda  and  most  of 
n^oonteiapcaariet,  I  am  attached  to  being  bat  hj  few  Uireada.  I  see 
little  di&nawe  betwMn  tiTing  in  Otaheite,  and  with  new  generafiona. 
Small  adra&tage  has  on*  in  the  latter  intarooarsa,  bat  in  not  having 
an  unknown  langoags  to  learn ;  nay,  one  has  part  of  a  new  tongue 
to  praotise  whan  there  it  a  distance  of  S&y  years  between  the  two 
TMnhnlaries.  Hy  dear  old  Mond,  Madame  da  Deffimd,  often  taid, 
die  did  not  nnderstand  modwn  French.  Swift  was  ont  of  hnmonr 
wi&  many  Words  coined  in  his  own  time ; — a  oonunon  foible  wiUi 
elderiy  mcn^  who  sean  to  flunk  that  everything  was  in  perfisctioa 
•whoa  they  antered  the  world,  and  oonld  sot  be  altered  bat  for 
ttte  worse. 

"niaok  yon  for  the  aooonnt  of  the  arrival  of  the  Doohees  <tf 
Albany,  It  is  (me  of  flie  last  ohiqiters  of  ihe  House  of  Stuart ; 
whose  history — tarry  but  a  Httle — may  be  written,  like  that  of  the 
]f  edioL  The  episode  of  the  Princess  of  Stolbeig '  is  more  proper 
Soi.  an  Atalantia.'    Such    anecdotes,  however,   come  wiibia  my 

■  Th*  pHfdart  vlfa,  du^tar  of  tlw  PrinM  ot  Stolb«(i,  wd  giMtgnat- 
iti-g'-l—  of  tks  DBtla«*d  ltd  of  AUmbaij,  who  diad  «l  Brnnok.  Tha  OonntMB  «f 
Alliuj  WM  ■apumlad  bom  hn  btubaad  oa  kccoaat  of  Ui  Ill-iuige,  tnd  wm  rappoied 
(•  Uk«  OmoI  AU«ri  (ths  [xwt),  a  PiedmonttM  ^SDUanun,  vbo  had  been  La  Bngland, 
«rlMt»h>f<Mi|ktkd«el  wItlillitiMond  Lord  UgonUr.on  hkriog  ta  latrlgM  irlth 
liii  wife,  who  wu  daaghtar  o(  Lord  ffiTen,  and  who  *t«  Moa  ifter  diTonad. — 
Wurou. 

'  la  a,  letUr  to  Walpole,  duteil  Flureoce,  Oclolxr  8tb,  Sir  Horace  Uum  bad  Uld 
bim  tbii  "  Tbe  urival  of  Lady  CharlotM  atnart,  Dnobeas  of  Albanj,  hu  occuioncd 
tome  little  buBtIa  !□  the  lava.  A  Prancb  ludj,  who  for  lliirt;  yean  bud  been  tuUlly 
neglectgd,  bat  on  a  Eudden  traiufonaed  into  ■  dncbess,  wat  aa  object  tbal  eidted  the 
curioiity  of  both  mxsb— tbo  men,  to  aea  ber  figare;  tbe tadiai,  aerapulounty  lo  enminB 
ihat,  and  tbe  new  modea  gbe  bae  broaght  from  Parle  :  the  reenlt  of  all  which  ii,  thai 
ehe  ii  allowed  to  be  a  good  figure,  tall  and  well-made,  bat  that  the  featarea  ot  her 
fiice  rcHinbte  too  macb  those  of  her  father  to  be  handaome.  She  ia  gay,  llrely.  and 
very  affable,  sad  baa  the  bebaTioor  of  a  veil-bred  Frencbwonuui,  without  aaiamiDg 
tbe  leott  distinction  amoDg  our  ladiea  on  account  of  bee  qcv  dignity.  Tbey  Sock  to 
her  door  to  leave  their  cards,  wlucb  abe  is  to  retarn  :  though  the  coonteaa,  her  atep- 
molbet,  did  not,  and  tbcrtfore,  or  perbape  for  another  reaaon,  lired  alone  nith  Count 
AlSeri,  who.  m  a  writer  of  tngcdiee,  formed  tbe  plot  of  ber  elopement,  on  wblcb  the 
acknowledgment  of  thia  natural  daugbler.  all  the  boDoun  sbe  bae  reoelved,  and  the 
fatare  adFantage  Hhe  vill  hare  by  1>eing  hoireu  to  all  her  father  ean  leave  her,  depend, 
Parhapi  neither  the  cooDtcse  nor  her  lorer  foresaw  all  this,  and  it  ia  veiy  probable 
that  she  will  repent  of  it,  and  coQseqneatly  detest  her  adriser.  The  ooaate«a  renouocsd 
•vei^tbing  to  obtain  bei  liherty,  gave  up  bei  pin-money,  vhiek  waa  SOOO  crown* 
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compass,  who  live  too  mnoh  ont  of  the  world  io  know  wliat  ^ngget 
monarchs  are  doing.  Newspapers  tell  me  your  Lord  Paramoant 
is  going  to  annihilate  that  fictitious  state,  Holland.  I  shall  not  be 
sarprised  if  he,  France,  and  Prussia  diyide  it,  Uke  Poland,  in  order 
to  settle  the  Republic  I  perhaps  may  create  a  kingdom  for  the 
Prince  of  Orange  out  of  the  Hague  and  five  miles  round. 

Your  nephew,  though  arrived,  I  have  not  yet  seen ;  he  is  in  Kent 
with  his  daughters.  The  new  Signora  MoEzi  I  ahonld  fiiink  not 
enchanted  with  her  husband's  pamng  eldest  on  the  wedding-night 
She  will  take  care  not  to  choose  a  philosopher  for  her  seoond. 

This  scrap,  which  in  reality  is  but  a  reply  to  some  pcuvgn^ihs  in 
yours,  gives  itself  the  denomination  of  a  letter,  to  keep  xr^  fiie 
decorum  of  r^^arity,  which  idle  veterans  have  no  excuse  for 
neglecting,  and  often  practise  mechanically.  I  began  it  last  night 
**  because  I  had  nothing  else  to  do,  and  quitted  it  becanse  I  had 
nothing  more  to  say ; ''  which  was  the  whole  of  a  letter  from  a 
French  lady  to  her  husband,  and  in  which  there  was  hnmour,  as 
she  was  more  indifferent  to  him  than  I  am  to  you.  Now  I  do 
resume  it,  I  find  it  not  so  convenient ;  for  my  hand  shakes,  being 
very  nervous  in  a  morning.  It  might  shake  for  another  reason, 
which  I  should  not  disguise  if  the  true  one ;  for  nothing  is  so  foolidi 
as  concealing  one's  age,  since  one  cannot  deceive  the  only  person 
who  can  care  whether  one  is  a  year  or  two  older  or  younger-bone's 
self.  That  secrecy  convinces  me,  amongst  other  reasons^  that 
nothing  is  falser  than  the  common  maxim,  that  no  one  knows 
himself.  Whom  the  deuce  should  one  know,  if  not  the  person  one 
sees  the  oftenest  and  observes  the  most,  and  who  has  not  a  thought 
nut  one  knows  P    Elderly  women,  who  repair  their  £EtoeS|  prove  thej 

a-year,  and  oonld  not  obtain  anything  for  a  separate  maintenance ;  lo  thai  ahe  doci 
not  reoeiye  a  ahilling  from  the  Stuart  fiunily,  and  ia  only  to  ei\]oy  a  Jointure  of  6000 
crowns  after  her  husband's  death — a  poor  equivalent  for  wliat  she  haa  leak  Howerer, 
she  obtained  a  pension  from  the  court  of  Fiance  soon  after  her  separation,  where  her 
complaints  were  listened  to  with  compassion,  and  20,000  pdiltt  kuB,  whidi  she  now 
lires  upon.  The  new  Duchess  has  appeared  at  the  theatres,  which  were  crowded 
on  her  account,  with  all  her  ikther's  jewels,  which  are  Teiy  fine.  He  asked  leave  of 
the  Duke  to  put  a  haldachxno,  or  dais,  over  her  bozea  in  each  theatre,  and  a  Telvet 
carpet  to  hang  before  it,  whidi  was  refused ;  but  had  permission  to  line  the  boxes 
as  he  pleased.  Tliat  in  the  great  theatre  is  hung  with  crimson  H^mmmV  ;  tii^  eashioa 
is  Telyet,  with  gold  lace.  In  the  other  theatre  it  is  yellow  damask.  The  count  is 
much  pleased  with  this  distinction.  The  duchess  brought  with  her,  aa  a  dame  d§ 
€ampagnie,  a  Frenchwoman,  who  married  an  Irish  officer  named  ODonnel ;  and  aa 
Icuyer  named  Nairn,  a  Scotchman,  whom  they  call  my  lord.  We  hare  heard  that  the 
king  of  France  has  legitimated  her  so  far  as  to  inherit  what  her  fiUher  po«enss  la 
France."    From  an  uwjpMuhed  LeUer, — Wuobt. 
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difloover  the  decay;  and  yet  flatter  themselveB  that  others  will 
not  discoyer  the  alteration  whioh  even  repairs  make.  I  should 
think  that  a  daily  looking-glass  and  oonscienoe  wonld  leave  neither 
women  nor  men  ignorant  of  themselyes.  We  are  silly  animals  I 
evea  our  wisdom  bnt  oonsists  in  remarks  on  the  follies  of  others, 
if  not  on  onr  own ;  and,  as  we  are  of  the  same  spedes,  we  are  sure 
of  not  being  exempt :  for  myself,  I  am  clear  that  I  was  bom,  and 
shall  die,  with  no  ezdusiye  patent  I 
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Berhde^  Square,  N09.  8, 1784. 

As  I  wrote  to  yon  bnt  a  week  ago,  don't  imagine  from  another  so 
soon  that  I  have  anything  fresh  to  tell  yon.  On  the  contrary,  I 
Ofoly  write  to  answer  a  letter  of  very  antique  date  from  yon,  whidi  I 
received  from  yonr  nephew  yesterday,  with  the  parcel  of  mine.  I 
questioned  him  strictly,  as  usual ;  and  his  account  of  you  is  very 
good.  He  says,  you  are  sometimes  languid  in  a  morning ;  but  was 
not  you  so  in  the  century  when  we  were  togeiher  P  If  he  described 
me  as  justly  to  you,  you  must  think  me  the  Old  Man  of  ihe  Moun- 
tain. But  what  signify  languors  or  wrinkleef,  if  one  does  not  suffer 
pain,  nor  has  a  mind  that  wishes  to  be  younger  than  its  body  P 
that  is,  if  one  is  neither  miserable  nor  ridiculous,  it  is  no  matter 
what  the  register  sajrs.  Your  nephew  seems  much  benefited  by  his 
journey ;  and  I  encourage  him  to  renew  them  frequently,  for  both 
your  sakes. 

You  tell  me — but  it  was  on  the  11th  of  September  when  you  told 
me  so— that  Oavalier  Mozzi  had  not  received  the  general  acquit- 
tance from  Mr.  Hoare.  If  still  not  received,  he  should  write  to 
Mr.  Hoare  or  Shaipe.  I  have  taken  my  leave  and  cannot 
recommence. 

You  surprise  me  with  the  notice  that  old  Bamsay  [the  paiuter] 
had  B,  hand  in  trumpery.'  I  do  not  mean  that  I  wonder  at  his 
being  a  bad  poet — ^I  did  not  know  he  was  one  at  all,  though  a 
very  great  scribbler ;  but  an  old  dotard  I  to  be  sporting  and  playing 
at  leap-frog  with  brats. 

I  came  to  town  yesterday  to  bespeak  some  wiuter  clothes,  and 
hear  that  the  Emperor  has  marched  threescore  thousand   men 

>  'ne  Amo  Miwelkiij.'— WA&roUi 
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towards  Holland.  We  shall  now  fdd  a  fteah  conteqiifiliOT  of  flv 
blessed  Amerioan  war  1  It  begot  ike  hie  wsr  with  Holkmd ;  tti 
remaining  animosity  of  wlneh,  and  o v  preient  impotanee^  will  jt^ 
vent  ns  from  dflfending  the  Dntoh :  and  flieneey  when  Aiifltna,  ai 
well  as  Franoe,  are  grown  great  matitiiBe  pewen^  Ire  shall  be  a 
single  one,  and  probably  the  weakest  of  the  thieel  But  aa  I  nefor 
meddle  with  the  book  ^  foturity,  and  its  oomaientKtna'  gneassB^  I 
leaye  that  matter  to  younger  readsn. 

Ireland,  as  far  as  my  spare  intelligence  extends,  is  a  little  come 
to  its  senses.  Landed  property,  though  no  genius,  has  diaooyered  that 
Popery,  if  admitted  to  a  community  of  votes,  would  be  apt  to  inquire 
into  flie  old  titles  of  estates ;  and  to  remember,  that  presoriptkm 
never  holds  against  any  Churoh  militant,  especially  not  against  the 
Church  (tf  Boine.  You  know  I  have  ever  been  avene  to  toleratian 
of  an  intolerant  religion.  I  have  frequency  talked  myself  hoami 
with  many  of  my  best  friends,  on  the  impossibility  of  sati8fyiBg.&M 
Catholics  without  restoring  their  estates.  It  was  paitieQlaiiy  dfy 
to  revive  the  subject  in  this  age,  when  Popery  was  ip  rapidly 
dedining.  The  world  had  the  felicity  to  see  that  fiaahioli  paSBing 
away — ^for  modes  of  religion  are  but  graver  £Eishions ;  nor  wfll  any* 
thing  but  contradiction  keep  JEishion  up.  Its  ineonvenieiioe  ii  iih 
eov^ed,  if  let  alone;  or,  as  women  say  ot  their  gowns,  U  ueui  md 
turned^  or  vaiieiy  is  sought ;  and  some  mantua-maker  or  priest,  that 
wants  businefs,  invents  a  new  mode,  which  takes  the  fitttsr,  Hm 
more  it  inverts  its  predecessor.  I  shall  not  wonder  if  Csbsti 
after  ravaging,  or  dividing,  or  ssizing  half  Europe,  should  grow 
devout,  and  give  it  some  novel  religion  of  his  own  mannfaetBra. 

I  have  had  as  many  disputes  on  the  Befonnatioii  of  PirUamsnt 
I  do  not  love  removing  land-marks.  WheAer  it  is  the  leaven  of 
whidi  my  pap  was  made,  or  whether  my  father's  QuMa  mn  immmts 
is  irradicable,  experiments  are  not  to  my  taste;  but  I  find  I  am 
talking  **  about  it  and  about  it,''  because  I  really  have  nothing  to 
tell  you,  and  know  nothing.  I  do  worse  than  live  out  of  the  world, 
lor  I  live  with  the  old  women  (tf  my  neighbourhood*  I  read  little, 
not  bestowing  my  eyes  without  an  object  In  short,  I  am  perfectly 
idle ;  and  sueh  a  glutton  of  my  tranquillity,  that  I  had  rather  do 
nothing  than  discompose  ii  I  would  go  out  quietly ;  and,  as  one  is 
sure  of  being  forgotten  ihe  mcHaent  one  is  gon^,  it  is  aa  wdl  to 
anticipate  oUivicsL 
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sail.    TO  THA  OOUKTSSS  Ot  OSSOST. 

eunwbmvu  BiO,  ifafc  1%  17a4> 

It  happeni  to  me  noWy  Hadanii  as  I  snppode  it  does  to  McNit  who 


YkX9%  inteiTBls  in  ihoir  ooneBpondenee :  when  fhey  ooitte  to  Write, 
iheir  letters  must  be  a  patdh-work  of  discordant  affeotioiis-^  affec-' 
tiatis  i^imj  hare;  so  dhequered  are  the  erents  of  htmian  life  I  If  1 
turn  to  one  side  of  my  mind,  it  is  all  sunshine  and  joy,  on  the 
Queen's  goodness  to  Lcnrd  Waldegrave ;  *  if  to  the  other,  what  tme 
iOfTow  for  the  death  of  Lady  Drogheda !'  fflie  was  really  as  perfeot 
tt  a  ni(»i»l  oonld  be.  Her  piety,  though  rigid,  was  so  sweet  I  heU 
understanding  she  had  cnltivated  herself;  it  was  as  deep  as  it  was 
improTed.  She  had  a  oonoise  and  comprehensiTe  eloqnenoe,  thai 
flammed  up  the  newest  and  most  jnst  reflections  in  the  compass  of  a 
short  sentoioe ;  firom  the  month  of  an  ancient  sage  they  wotdd  have 
been  handed  down  as  maxims.  The  gentle  and  harmonions  tone  of 
ker  Toice,  the  oaptirating  graces  of  her  manner,  and  the  blnshes 
that  accompanied  all  she  said, — ^for  her  resolution  of  speaking  when  it 
was  proper,  was  for  erer  combating  her  bashfixlness, — ^made  such  an 
aasemblage  of  attraetion,  that  she  appeared  more  beautiftd  than  she 
WM  in  reality— ^4»it  it  was  the  beauty  of  a  modest  saint  Her  flrm<^ 
neM  was  equd  to  her  other  qualities :  pmniving  that  in  fimdnoss  to 
her  son  she  equalled  her  mother,  she  sent  him  £rom  her  to  England 
ibr  his  education*  She  has  been  carried  off  in  six  days  by  h  biKous 
disorder,  leating  a  mis^able  husband,  whom,  though  doting  on  her, 
fliie  eould  not  preserve  from  ruining  his  health  and  foHune  by  drink 
iknd  {day,  fimr  or  flre  dat^hters,  to  whom  ker  loss  id  irreparaUe,  a 
flarily  of  brothers  and  aisteri,  who  idolised  her,  and  a  most  fond 
fidker  [Lord  Hsortford],  to  whom  this  blow  will  recall  the  death 
of  hsit  mother,  exactly  at  this  time  two  years  ago.  I  neter  saw 
€^eneral  Ctonway  so  much  struok  as  when  he  brought  me  the  news. 

This  indulgence  to  my  own  sensations  will  not  compensate  to  your 
Ladtjrahip  for  the  story  of  Mrs  JL;  b«it  that  indeed  I  am  not  entirely 

>  QMgt^fiMrtli  t«l  of  Wil46gMf#(dM  irse).  He  kad  ntm\y  MeOeeded  his 
liUher,  and  wm  married  to  hia  cousin,  a  d*nghter  of  Walpole*a  nieoi,  ike  Dvdieaa  of 
Olonoester,  by  her  first  hnsbond. — CuHaixGHAM. 

*  Lady  Anne  Seymour  Conway,  married  in  1766  to  Charles,  Earl  of  Dmgheda. 
Lord  Hertford  (her  fitther),  writing  to  Walpole  on  the  occasion  of  Lady  Drogheda's 
death,  observes  in  reply,  "  She  was,  as  yon  say,  perfect." — Cuvvimohax. 
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at  liberiy  to  wiite,  as  there  are  some  ciroainstaiioee  wliioh,  tihoDgli 
highly  to  her  honour,  are  not  proper  for  ilie  post  In  lien  I  can  tdl 
you  a  curious  anecdote  of  ttie  King  of  Sweden.  When  last  at 
Florence,  lie  found  ike  Count  of  Albany  in  a  wretched  condition, 
destitute  eyen  of  an  exchequer  to  pay  his  household.  He  imparted 
his  sympathy  ai  the  €per€H-4x>  whom,  think  you.  Madam  P  only  to 
the  minister  of  the  Count's  riral^ — ^who,  witti  his  usual  readinesi 
and  propriety  replied,  that  he  supposed  the  subsidy  his  Majesty  sud 
he  intended  to  bestow  on  his  poor  compeer,  was  mcDtioiied  to  him 
as  a  hint  to  sound  whether  it  would  not  be  oflbnsiye  to  a  farodier 
monarch.  He  accepted  that  idea :  then  proposed  to  make  a  firee  gift 
of  lOOOiL, — to  be  followed  by  a  like  benevolence  in  six  months,  and 
an  annual  donatiTe  of  more  than  both.  You  expect  next  no  doubt 
to  hear,  Madam,  that  the  good  ship  *  Ghiilderstem '  arrived  at  Leg- 
horn loaded  with  copper-money— ^mw  encore.  The  modem  GhistaTos 
desired  the  English  resident  to  advance  tiie  money,  for  whidi  he 
would  give  him  a  draft  on  the  mines  of  DalecarUa.  Having  received 
no  such  instructions,  the  Minister  desired  to  be  excused ;  and  some 
how  or  other  the  treasurer  is  not  yet  arrived.  On  the  contrary,  as 
the  new  Duchess  of  Albany  will  inherit  jewels  and  eflEects  to  the 
amount  of  at  least  100,000/.,  it  is  said  that  one  of  the  royal 
Dukes  of  Ostrogothia  or  Yandalmania  is  to  marry  her ;  but  this  I 
do  not  warrant  Ihad  the  whole  story  firom  the  younger  Sir  Horaoe, 
who  is  just  come  to  England.  The  elder  is  too  discreet  ever  to  send 
fne  such  anecdotes  of  the  PorphyrogenitL 

You  tell  me,  Madam,  the  humours  of  the  Prince  of  Walea  and 
ibia  aaw  comrade,  old  Slender,'  nay,  but  they  are  not  of  my  califate. 
I  kissed  the  hand  of  Qeorge  I.,  and  do  not  look  to  the  leveb  of  his 
great  great-grandson.  My  life  has  been  protracted  long  beyond 
the  term  that  my  weak  frame  seemed  to  promise ;  y0t>  having  lived 
long^  is  no  reason  for  expecting  to  live  much  longer.  I  amuse  the 
renmant  by  recollection,  not  by  guessing  at  futurity;  for,  though 
memory  is  a  shadow,  it  is  at  least  a  more  substantial  one  than  hope 
or  foresight. 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Duane,  who  is  feeUe,  indeed,  but  his  head  is 
dear;  and  his  appetite  for  buying  curiosities  still  alert;  eonaa- 
quentiiy  I  am  much  more  superannuated,  for  I  fold  that  paasion  has 
taken  its  flight  too  I 

'  JlCr.  Fozt— CumrniASAii. 
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S882.    TO  MISS  HANNAH  MOBS. 

Slrawbenr^  J7tB»  ITov.  It,  1784. 

Thank  you  a  thoafiand  iimesy  deer  Madaniy  for  your  obliging 
letter  and  tiie  new  Bridal  stanet  you  Iiave  sent  me,  which  wonld 
pass  on  a  more  skilfbl  lapidary  than  I  am  for  haying  been  brillianted 
by  a  professed  artist,  if  yon  had  not  told  me  that  they  oame  shining 
out  of  a  native  mine,  and  had  no  foreign  diamond-dust  to  polish 
them.  Indeed,  can  one  donbt  any  longer  that  Bristol  is  as  rich  and 
warm  a  soil  as  India  P  I  am  conyinced  it  has  been  so  of  late  years, 
though  I  question  its  having  been  so  luxuriant  in  Alderman 
Canning's  days ;  and  I  have  MORE  reasons  for  thinlring  so,  than 
£rom  the  marvels  of  Chatterton. — But  I  will  drop  metaphors,  lest 
some  nabob  should  take  me  aupied  de  la  lettre,  fit  out  an  expedition, 
plunder  your  city,  and  massacre  you  for  weighing  too  many  carats. 

Seriously,  Madam,  I  am  surprised — and  chiefly  at  the  kind  of 
genius  of  fids  unhappy  female.*  Her  ear,  as  you  remark,  is  perfect ; 
but  that,  being  a  gift  of  nature,  amazes  me  less.  Her  expressions 
are  more  exalted  than  poetic ;  and  discover  taste,  as  you  say,  rather 
than  discover  flights  of  fancy  and  wild  ideas,  as  one  should  expect 
I  should  therefore  advise  her  quitting  blank  verse,  which  wants  the 
highest  colouring  to  distinguish  it  from  prose ;  whereas  her  taste, 
and  probably  good  sense,  might  give  suf&dont  beauty  to  her  rhymes. 
Her  not  being  learned  is  another  reason  against  her  writing  in  blank 
verse.  Milton  employed  all  his  reading,  nay,  all  his  geographic 
knowledge,  to  enrich  his  language,  and  succeeded.  They  who  have 
imitated  him  in  that  particular,  have  been  mere  monkeys;  and 
they  who  neglected  it,  flat  and  poor. 

Were  I  not  persuaded  by  the  samples  you  have  sent  me.  Madam, 
that  this  woman  has  talente,  I  should  not  advise  her  encouraging  her 
propensity,  lest  it  should  divert  her  from  the  care  of  her  fiunily,  and, 
after  ihe  noveliy  is  over,  leave  her  worse  than  she  was.  When  the 
late  Queen  [Caroline,  Queen  of  George  11.]  patronised  Stephen 
Duck,  who  was  only  a  wonder  at  first,  and  had  not  genius  enough  to 
support  the  character  he  had  promised,  twenty  artisans  and  labourers 
tamed  poets,  and  starved.  Your  poetess  can  scarce  be  more 
miserable  than  she  is,  and  even  the  reputation  of  being  an  authoress 

*  Mn.  Teuiley,  the  milkwomaa  of  BriflioL— Bbebt. 
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may  procure  her  onaioiiiers :  but  at  poetry  is  one  of  your  lent 
ezoellencesi  Madam  (jour  virtaes  will  forgiYe  me),  I  am  aure  yoi 
will  not  only  give  her  eonnflek  finr  her  worksi  but  for  her  oondnot; 
and  your  gentlenese  will  blend  them  so  jndioioaaly,  that  she  will 
mind  the  friend  M  Well  as  the  miatreeB.  She  must  remember  tiiiai 
she  k  a  Tiactilla,  not  A  Pastora;  and  is  to  tend  real  aowi^  Hot 
Aroadian  sheep. 

What  1  if  I  should  go  a  step  feurther,  dear  Madam^  and  take  As 
liberty  of  reproting  you  for  patting  into  this  poor  Woman's  handi 
iooh  a  frantio  thing  as  *  The  OastiLe  of  Otranto'  P  It  was  fit  ibr 
nothing  but  the  age  in  whioh  it  Was  written ;  an  age  in  which  maok 
was  known ;  that  requii^  only  to  be  amused,  w>t  cared  whefliff 
its  amusements  were  conformable  to  truth  and  the  models  of  good 
sense;  that  ^uld  not  be  spoiled;  was  in  no  danger  of  being  too 
credulous ;  and  rather  wanted  to  be  brought  baok  to  iTnaginatian, 
than  to  be  led  astray  by  it : — but  you  will  haye  made  a  hmrly-burfy 
in  this  poor  woman's  head,  which  it  cannot  develop  and  digest 

I  will  not  reprore  without  suggesting  something  in  my  ttun*  Oite 
her  Dryden's  *  Oock  and  Fox,'  the  standard  of  good  seneSi  poetiyi 
nature,  and  ease.  I  Would  recommend  others  of  his  tales :  bat  hct 
imagination  is  already  too  gloomy,  and  should  be  enlivened;  ibr 
which  reason  I  do  not  name  Mr.  Ghray's  *  Eton  Ode '  and  '  Churok* 
yard.'  Prior's  'Solomon'  (for  I  doubt  his  'Alma,'  {kofog^  fiir 
superior^  is  too  learned  for  her  limited  reading,)  would  be  very 
proper.  In  truth,  I  think  the  oast  of  the  age  (I  mean  in  its  con^ 
portions)  is  too  mnnbre.  The  flimsy  giantry  of  Ossian  has  introduced 
mountainous  horrors.  The  exhibitions  atSomerset-hoose  era  crowded 
with  Brobdignag  g^iosts.  Bead  and  ei][ilain  to  her  a  charming 
poetic  familiarity  called  the  *  Blue^stocking  Glob.'  If  she  has  not 
your  other  pieces,  might  I  take  the  liberty.  Madam,  of  b^ging  yoa 
to  buy  them  for  her,  and  let  me  be  in  your  debt  f  And  that  your 
lessons  may  win  their  way  more  easily,  even  though  her  heart  be 
good,  will  you  add  a  guinea  or  two,  as  you  see  proper  P  And  flioa^ 
I  do  not  lore  to  be  named,  yet^  if  it  would  encourage  a  sobseription, 
I  should  have  no  scruple.  It  will  be  best  to  begin  moderately ;  for, 
if  she  should  take  Hippoorene  for  Pactolus^  we  may  hasten  heroin, 
not  contributo  to  her  fortune. 

On  recollectum,  you  had  better  call  me  Mr.  Anybody,  flian  name 
my  name,  which  I  fear  ii  in  bad  odour  at  Bristol,  on  poor  Ghatterton's 
account;  and  it  may  be  thought  that  I  am  atoning  his  ghost: 
though,  if  his  friends  would  show  my  letters  to  himr  yon  would  find 
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that  I  was  as  tender  to  bim  as  to  yoor  MOkwomaii ;  batlMfhqr 
have  nerer  done,  among  other  instanoes  of  their  injtistioe.  How0?eiv 
I  beg  you  to  say  nothing  on  thatsahjeoki  as  I  baye  dedavad  I  would 
not 

I  have  seen  our  exeellent  friend  *  in  OlargesHrtreet }  she  oomplainB 
as  usual  of  her  deafiiess ;  bat  I  assure  yon  it  is  at  least  not  worse^ 
nor  is  her  weakness.  Indeed  I  think  both  her  and  Mr.  Yeaey  better 
than  last  winter.  When  will  you  hh&^ito6kmg  yomself  ai^  oome 
amongst  asp  Consider  how  many  of  ns  are  Teteransi  and»  though 
we  do  not  trodge  on  foot  aooording  to  the  institution,  we  may  be  out 
at  heels— and  the  keel,  yon  know,  Madam,  has  nerer  been  pii?ibged. 


asssL  TO  THB  oouKTiiaa  OF  omvt. 

atrawberry  ffiU,  Nov.  17, 1784. 

K4TU1ULLT,  Madam,  I  should  rqoioe  on  a £|yoi^ite  niece'  b^^g 
married  to  a  yonng  lord  of  the  great  rank,  eharaoteic;  wd  figure  of 
liord  Enston ;  and  much  more,  on  my  fnmily's  ae^niring  the  nqnomr 
^f  allianee  with  your  Ladyship's;  yet  that  satisfpetion  is  n\uo)i 
abated  by  the  oiroumstanee  of  the  Duke  of  Orafton's  disapprobation. 
I  am  net  fond  of  matohes  where  any  proper  oonseat  is  wanting.  Still 
I  flatter  myself  that  as  my  niece's  birth,  fortune,  and  character  mado 
ber  in  every  light  a  suitable  party,  except  for  his  Qiace'a  youi^par 
children,  Lord  Euston  wiU  not  be  thought  to  haye  nvade  a  yeiy 
iseligiUe  cboioe ;  and  I  do  hope  that  Iiady  Bavensworih  and  your 
Ladyship  do  not  condemn  him.  It  does  please  me  to  recollect  that 
I  have  often  talked  to  you,  when  I  could  not  have  the  most  glim- 
mering idea  of  such  an  erent,  of  the  uncommon  understanding  of 
Jjidj  Enston.  The  dignity  of  her  conduct  on  the  wretched  behavjour 
of  Lord  ligremont,  did  deaenre  a  man  of  nobler  principles ;  and  Da^ 
iias  aniply  compensated  by  giying  her  one  who  has  acted  as  honour- 
ably as  the  other  meanly.  I  am  not  likely  to  see  the  consequences ; 
it  would  grieve  me  should  they  prove  what  are  threatened ;  but  I 
will  venture  to  foretell  that  if  sense  and  sweetness  of  temper  can  con« 
atitute  the  chief  fdicity  of  a  hnsbiMid,  TiQcr4  Euston  will  not  be 
unhappy.    Still,  he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say,  that  in  the  only 

A  Ite  yfifgr.--BauiT. 

'  The  writer's  grand-niece,  Lady  Charlotte  Maria  Waldegrave,  daughter  of  Lo^rd 
Waldegrafe  and  the  Daeheaa  of  Oionoester,  married  IStii  Nor.  1784,  to  George  Henry 
Titeroy,  Airl  of  Siistoii,a(Urwarda(lSll)  Diike  of  Qraaon<iiW  1844).— C(UF4rFAH«^«- 
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intenriew  I  Iiave  had  the  honour  of  having  with  him  ainoe  flie 
marriage  was  in  qneationy  I  told  him  nobody  could  adTise  him  to 
risk  his  JEither's  displeasure.  I  have  most  strictly  adhered  to  that 
declaration;  and  when  I  saw  my  niece  the  next  day  (the  sole  timel 
haye  seen  her  since)  I  entreated  her  to  break  off  the  connectinn 
entirely.  This  justification  I  owe  to  the  long  firiendship,  Maiiam, 
with  idiidi  you  haye  honoured  me :  it  is  not  due  to  any  one  dse^ 
nor  should  I  condescend  to  make  it  but  to  you.  Howeyer  flattered 
I  may  be  by  the  alliance,  I  would  not  haye  obtained  it  by  staking 
Lord  Euston's  fortune,  nor  by  shocking  a  £Either'»  authority,  howeTer 
harshly,  and  I  think  unreasonably  exerted.  A  letter  firom  Lady 
Wald^iraye  this  morning  acquainted  me  that  the  marriage  was 
solemnised  yesterday. 

I  am  in  utter  ignorance  of  anything  else  thai  could  help  out 
a  letter.  The  papers  tell  me  that  the  Dutch  are  drowning  their 
country  to  saye  it  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  old  Pagan  paraUe. 
The  priests  of  the  God  of  fire  and  those  of  the  God  of  water  agreed 
on  a  duel  between  their  principals — ^what  a  pity  ihiU  etiquette  has 
been  disused  I  The  aquatic  champion  was  dad,  for  annour,  in  a 
jug,  bored  with  holes  stopped  by  wax.  Emperor  Flame  adyanced 
with  all  the  feryour  of  his  element :  Mynheer  Neptune  reoeiyed  the 
onset  with  sang  froid;  OsBsar  pushed  on ;  the  wax  dissolyed,  an 
inundation  burst  forth — and  Yulcan  was  extinguished — and  so  be 
iti  How  the  imperial  yulture  of  Russia  must  long  to  extend  a  takm, 
and  carry  off  a  lunb  of  another  republic  I 

Since  I  adjusted  the  affiur  between  Lord  Orford  and  Gay.  Moni, 
I  haye  heard  nothing  of  Mr.  Morice,  who  was  then  at  Isdiia,  and 
better,  and,  as  he  always  is,  whether  better  or  worse,  in  good 
spirits. 

Pray,  Madam,  reyere  TJnde  Methusalem;  Lord  Euston  makes 
the  fifty-sixth  of  my  nephews,  nieces,  and  great  nephews  and  nieces. 
Two  Fitzroys  will  not  stop  the  lengthemng  of  the  Une,  if  it  does  not 
break  off  at  the  other  end ! 


nU.    TO  THB  OOUHTBSS  OF  0880RT. 

Strawbmy  HiU,  Nmf.  80«  17S4 

In  obedience  to  your  Ladyship's  commands,  I  write  a  few  words. 
I  certainly  cannot  disappioye  anything  you  say  on  the  present 
ocoaaiim.    Much  less  do  I  disagree  with  you  in  tiiinking  that  ai^ 
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fiarvoiircmyoiirLadjrildp'spartwodLllnitdohi^  Indeed,  the  only 
part  I  iake  mymi£  is  to  leoommend  perfect  eOenoe,  whidh  I  Bhall 
Bbne&j  obsenre  myseli  I  told  Lady  Enston  my  opinion,  as  it  was 
my  duty ;  both  when  she  told  me  of  tiie  proposal,  and  when  I 
thought  it  entirely  broken  gS.  When  anything  is  over,  thongh 
oontraxy  to  one's  opinion,  good  nature,  as  well  as  good  sense,  bids 
one  take  the  £ATonrable  side.  My  disposition  always  inclines  me  to 
be  partial  to  yonng  people  and  yonng  passions ;  and,  therefore,  it 
was  no  e£Ebrt  to  exchange  prudence  for  kind  wishes.  Mine  are  so 
very  barren,  that  I  am  not  eyen  likely  to  see  them  fulfilled,  should 
tiiey  ever  be  I 

I  could  only  vary  my  expressions.  Madam,  if  I  wrote  more  on  this 
subject ;  nor  should  I  haye  said  so  much  but  to  you.  When  one 
ean  do  no  seryice,  silence  is  the  only  miceedaneum. 


88SS.    TO  THB  EOS.  B.  &  COlinyAT. 

Sunday  mghi,  Ifav,  28, 1784. 

I  KAYR  receiyed  the  parcel  of  papers  you  sent  me,  which  I  con- 
clude come  from  Lord  Strafford,  and  will  apply  them  as  well  as  I 
possibly  can,  you  may  be  sure,  but  with  Htde  hope  of  doing  any  good ; 
humanity  is  no  match  for  cruelty.  There  are  now  and  then  such 
angelic  beings  as  Mr.  Hanway  and  Mr.  Howard ;  but  our  race  in 
general  is  pestilently  bad  and  maleyoleni  I  haye  been  these  two 
years  wishing  to  promote  my  excellent  friend  Mr.  Porter's  plan 
for  alleyiating  the  woes  of  chimney-sweepers,  but  neyer  could  make 
impression  on  three  people ;  on  the  contrary,  haye  generally  caused 
a  smile. 

George  Conway's  intelligence  of  hostilities  commenced  between 
the  Dutch  and  Imperialists  makes  me  suppose  that  France  wiU  sup- 
port the  former— or  could  they  resist  P  Yet  I  had  heard  that  France 
would  not.  Some  haye  thought,  as  I  haye  done,  ihat  a  combination 
of  partition  would  happen  between  Austria,  France,  and  Prussia,  the 
modem  law  of  nations  for  ayoiding  wars.  I  know  nothing :  so  my  con- 
jectures may  all  be  erroneous ;  especially  as  one  argues  from  reason ; 
a  yery  inadequate  judge,  as  it  leayes  passions,  caprices,  and  accidents 
out  of  its  calculation.  It  does  not  seem  the  interest  of  France,  that 
the  Emperor's  power  should  increase  in  their  neighbourhood  and 
extend  to  the  sea.    Consequently  it  is  France's  interest  to  protect 
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Holland  in  conoert  wiili  PnuM.  HUs  l$gk  it  a  tranaient  ftmet,  aA 
may  determine  on  the  death  of  the  present  King ;  bat  the  Tfpwi^ 
ifl  a  permanent  jEbfoe,  and  mngt  be  the  enemj  of  fVanoe,  howefv 
present  oonneotiona  may  incline  the  aoale. 

In  any  ease,  I  hope  we  diall  no  way  be  hooked  into  the  qnanel; 
not  only  from  the  impotence  of  onr  oixoometanceSy  b«k  as  I  think  it 
would  decide  the  loss  of  Ireland,  which  seems  tranqnilliaing :  but 
should  we  have  any  bickering  with  FranoCy  she  wo^d  venew  the 
manodnyres  she  praotiBed  so  &tally  in  America.  Those  aie  my 
politics;  I  do  not  know  with  whose  they  coincide  or  disagree;,  nor 
does  it  signify  a  straw.  Nothing  will  depend  on  my  opinion;  nor 
hare  I  any  opinion  about  themi  but  whoi  I  have  nothing  at  all  to 
do  that  amuses  me  more,  or  nothing  else  to  fill  a  letter. 

I  can  giye  yon  a  sample  ot  my  idleness,  whieh  may  divert  Lmij 
Aylesboryand  your  Academy  of  arts  and  scionoes  for  a  minute  in  the 
evening.  It  came  into  my  head  yesterday  to  send  a  card  to  La^ 
Lyttelton,  to  ask  wham  shewopld  be  iu  towi^ ;  here  it  is  in  an  heroio 
ej^stle: — 

Jnm  a  OtiUt  m  TMi  is  the  GMtltt  on  sigiii* — 
From  ft  hill  that  all  AMoa's  molehilli  ouUhiiMi^ 
This  epiaU^  is  aent  to  a  Cottage  ao  aaiall. 
That  ^e  door  cannot  ope  if  you  stand  in  the  haO, 
To  a  lady  vho  would  be  fifteen,  if  her  knight 
And  old  awain  vera  aa  youag  aa  Methuaalam  qiito: 
It  eomea  to  inquire^  not  vhether  her  eyea 
Are  aa  radiant  as  oyer,  bat  how  many  sigfaa 
He  muat  Tent  to  the  rodu  and  the  eehoes  arooad 
(Though  nor  eeho  Aor  rock  in  t^  paiUh  ia  toand), 
Before  she,  obdurate,  his  passion  will  meet — 
EUa  paaalon  to  aee  her  in  Poctngal-atreett 

As  the  sbdh  line  go^  ratb»  too  nea^  the  core^  do  not  giye  a  copy 
of  it :  howeyer,  I  should  be  sorry  if  it  displeased ;  though  I  do  ncik 
beliere  it  will,  but  be  taken  with  good-humoor  as  it  was  meant' 

• 

^  It  waa  takcQ  ia  perfect  good  l^umeur ;  ai^d  Lady  Lyttelton  reUuroad  tM  (UlowliBf 
anawer^  which  Mr.  Walpole  owned  was  better  than  his  addreaa ; 

Bemembei'd,  though  old,  by  a  wit  and  a  beau  I 
J  ahali  tocgr,  ava  bag,  I'm  #  Kiaen  rSaika : 
I  muat  feel  impatient  such  kiadneaa  to  meet, 
And  ahall  haaten  my  flight  into  Portugal-atveai. 


tmi  to  ant  »>ftAcai  itAKir;  m 


S886.    TO  SIB  HOILLOB  lUHV. 

You  must  not  be  raipriBed  at  a  little  inertness  in  my  ooire' 
apondenoe^  though  not  yet  trespassing  on  my  regularity,  when  yon 
consider  the  season  of  the  year,  the  tranquQlity  of  the  times,  and 
my  age,  which  confines  itself  to  a  few  elderly  folk,  as  retired  firom 
the  world  as  myself.  Though  the  depth  of  winter,  I  am  «ot  yet 
settled  in  town ;  though  I  now  and  then  lie  here  for  a  night  or  two^ 
to  diversify  the  scene,  and  not  to  liye  totally  in  the  country,  the  air 
of  which  does  not  agree  with  me  so  well  as  that  of  liondon,  purified 
by  a  million  of  fires. 

I  can  tell  you  nothing  but  what  the  *  Gueette '  has  anticipated— 
two  or  three  promotions^  and  the  creation  of  two  Marquises; 
meagre  articles  after  three  wars,  and  as  many  revolutions  of 
Administrations  I  This  enormous  capital,  that  must  have  some 
occupation,  is  most  innocently  amused  with  those  philosophic  play- 
things, air-balloons.  But»  as  half  a  million  of  peojAe  that  impassion 
themselves  for  any  object  are  always  more  childish  than  children^ 
the  good  souls  of  London  are  much  fonder  of  the  airgimauis  than  of 
the  toys  themselves.  Lunardi,  the  NeapoUtaB  Secretaiy,  is  said  to 
have  bought  three  or  four  thousand  pounds  in  the  stocks,  by 
exhibiting  his  person,  his  balloon,  and  Us  dog  and  cat,  at  the 
'Pantheon'  for  a  shilling  each  visitor.  Blanchard,  a  Frenehman*  is 
his  rival ;  and  I  expect  that  th^  will  soon  have  an  air-fight  m  the 
douds,  like  a  stork  and  a  kite., 

I  do  not  know  half  so  much  of  the  war  between  the  Austriam 
Eagle  and  the  Frogs,  though  they  say  it  grows  very  serious.  Tha 
latter  began  the  attack  by  a  deluge : '  but  that  war  is  like  a  theatiie 
tragedy ;  the  principal  actors  seldom  appear  in  the  first  scenes ;  the 
second  act  may  be  opened  by  France  and  Prussia. 

There  has  been  another  Fitzroyal  match*  in  my  fiunily.  Lord 
Eoston*  has  married    mj  nieoe^  liady  Maria  Waldegrave^  the 

1  Siri  TcmpU^  made  Kurqaii  ff  SnddagluHii;  and  ik$  Stfl  of  BhdlwnM, 
KUiqnii  of  LaoBdowne. — Walfoli. 

*  By  opening  the  dykea. — Walpolb. 

'  Between  Mr.  Fitsroy,  eldeei  ion  of  Iiord  Sontharapton,  and  Mlaa  Laura  KeppeL— 
Walpolb. 

^  Bldeti  son  of  Angaaiiia  Ueniy,  Daka  of  GialtoB.— Wauoia. 

TOL.  TItU  M  M 
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DoGhess  of  Olouoester's  daughter.  The  bride  has  erery  poaaDiIe 
merit — ^merit  put  to  the  test  by  that  wretoh  Lord  Egr6m<mt ; '  and 
on  him  she  is  thus  nobly  revenged.  Lord  Boston  has  behared  iridi 
as  much  honour  as  the  other  wanted. 

As  your  Oourt  is  so  linked  with  Yienna,  I  suppose  it  loeki 
stedfastly  towards  the  Scheldt;  though  perhaps  as  much  in  the 
dark  as  the  village  of  Twickenham,  whither  I  am  returned.  Your 
Holy  neighbour,  no  doubt,  rejoices  that  Huguenot  commeroe  is 
thought  a  preferable  morsel  to  the  temporalities  of  the  Churdi, 
which  I  su;^)ect  to  have  been  a  weighty  ingredient  in  Caosar's  late 
reformations,'  as  they  were  in  Luther's.  Nor  will  he  squander  them, 
as  Henry  the  Eighth  did,  on  his  courtiers.  Modem  conquests^  too^ 
as  well  as  reformations,  are  grown  to  haye  more  substantial  Tiews 
than  anciently,  when  &me  and  glory  were  the  chief  inoentiTes.  I 
do  not  recollect  reading  that,  when  Alexander  vanquished  Porus,  he 
loaded  elephants  with  diamonds  and  lacks  of  rupees.  Since  Hne 
world  grew  wiser,  Thamas  Kouli  Ean  carried  off  all  the  briUiantB 
and  rubies  of  the  Mogul's  golden  throne ;  ay,  and  I  dare  to  swear, 
the  gold  too.  Why  is  so  much  of  America,  yet  unpeopled,  unknown? 
but  because  no  hero  expects  to  find  mines  in  cold  and  desolate 
regions.  If  air-balloons  coidd  reach  the  moon,  I  believe  the  first 
inquiry  of  philosophers  would  be  after  the  Specie  in  the  planet 
Otaheite  and  all  the  Owyhees,  and  New  Holland  and  New  Zealand, 
will  be  left  to  return  to  ^eir  primitive  obscurity,  because  they  have 
nolhing  more  intrinsic  than  hogs  and  red  fiMthers.  Yet  ecienoe 
pretended  to  make  the  expedition  I  Science  is  perfectly  conient 
with  the  very  little  it  has  leami  The  sublime  legislatress  of  BasBia, 
who  has  millions  and  millions  of  acres  more  than  she  knows  what  to 
do  with,  has  more  appetite  for  the  plunder  of  Constantino^e,  than 
for  peopling  and  civilising  the  tracts  of  globe  she  possesses  as  fiur  as 
China.  Dr.  Young  was  not  a  little  mistaken  when  he  imagined 
that  ''the  uniyersal  passion  "  of  mankind  ws  tsane. 


I  saw  a  gentleman  this  morning  who  had  just  reoeiTed  a  letter 
from  his  brother  at  Paris,  which  says,  that  France  is  determined  to 
defend  the  Dutch,  and  is  preparing  to  march  two  armies,  under 
Broglio  and  Maillebois,  ^ne  of  which  is  destined  to  Alsace.    I  don't 

>  Who  hAd  been  engftged  to  her. — Wa&foUp 
*  DestfuctioQ  of  oonTenta. — WiLrouk 
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protend  to  fiOBBB  whMkBt  fliat  interpootttxii  will  prerent  or  6zteiiid 
war.  n$  time  when  is  of  eonseqnenoe  only  to  those  in  being ;  and^ 
fliereferey  there  is  more  meaning  fli9n  appears  at  first  in  onr  fi)mi 
of  prayer,  **  Give  peace  in  our  time,  O  Lord ! "  The  world  will 
never  he  long  free  firom  that  scourge,  war ;  and  whether  the  passions 
put  on  the  mask,  or  throw  it  oS,  mankind  will  he  equally  sacrificed. 
Adieu! 


Sm.    TO  THE  OOUSTISB  OF  OfiSOBT. 

Berkdeif  Bjuare,  Dec  9, 1784 

I GAK  answer  Lady  Anne's  salique  query  yery  easily,  Madam,  or 
fa&er  I  cannot ;  but  I  belieye  fliat,  even  when  Edward  YI.  died, 
ihexe  was  not  a  single  prince  living  who  descended  in  the  direct 
male  Unefinom  any  kingsinoe  the  Conquest  Numerous  as  were  the 
SOBS  of  Edward  III.,  only  Thomas,  Bnke  of  Gloucester,  continued 
the  masculine  line,  and  I  cannot  (upon  memory  alone)  affirm  that* 
If  he  did,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  beheaded  by  Henry  YIII.,  had, 
eaUquefy  speakings  the  best  title  to  the  Grown.  The  Beaulbrts  are 
doubly  ill^timate,  being  descended  from  a  bastard  of  one  of  John 
of  Ghent's  legitimated  issue.  I  doubt,  therefc^e^  whether,  enacting 
the  salique  law  here  would  not,  in  any  period,  have  been  a  dangerous 
measure;  at  leasts  I  know  nowhere  of  an  uninterrupted  male 
genealogy  of  genuine  princes  but  in  Wales;  and  it  would  occasion 
an  inundation  of  GLvil  wars,  before  the  Heralds'  Office  could  settie 
which  Mr.  Price,  or  which  Mr.  Williams,  or  which  Mr.  Philipps,  is 
the  genuine  heir  of  our  true  British  princes. 

I  am  sure  I  do  not  mean  to  arrogate  a  rig^t  in  myself  nor 
pretend  to  say  how  near  I  stand  to  the  Grown ;  but  I  have  a 
pedigree  of  my  mother,  drawn  up  by  the  late  Sir  John  Philipps, 
my  cousin,  and  father  of  the  present  Lord  Milford,  in  which  it 
is  dear  that  we  are  descended  firom  Gadwallader.  I  really  do 
not  belieTe  Sir  John  had  any  ambitious  views  himself,  for, 
though  he  gave  himself  all  that  trouble,  I  believe  it  was  only 
meant  as  a  compliment  to  his  cousin,  the  wife  of  tiie  then  Prime 
Minister,  or,  at  most,  a  hint  to  her  that  so  noble  a  prince  ought 
to  be,  at  least,  a  Oommissioner  of  the  Gustoms ;  and  I  am  the 
more  inclined  to  acqiiit  his  Boyal  HighnesR,  my  cousin,  of  any 
intention  of  disturbing  tiie  established  succession  firom  personal 
views,  as  (firom  no   resentment,  I  believe,  for  not  obtaining  a 
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Jlaoe  in  the  Oustom  House)  he  became  a  yery  lealoos  and  aetav» 
aoobite,  and,  at  last,  died  in  veiy  good  odour  with  his  present 

Majesty. 

Thus  you  see.  Madam,  whioheyer  way  I  torn  myself  I  haye  royals 
or  Fitzroyal  connections ;  and  yet^  howeyer  bencKficial  it  might  be 
to  me  and  my  relations  on  Cadwallader's  side,  I  cannot  come  into 
your  Ladyship's  scheme  of  a  salique  law  here.  At  least  I  hope  you 
will  repeal  the  Marriage  Act  first — ^for  two  reasons ;  one,  that  our 
present  princes  may  haye  as  many  lawful  male  heirs  as  possible ; 
and  the  other,  tiiat  our  princesses  may  not  be  forced  to  scamper  to 
Gh*etna  Green,  in  order  to  supply  the  Chrown  with  heirs, — ^which  they 
would  not  do,  if  their  children  were  not  habile  to  succeed. 

I  luckily  aniyed  in  town  the  eye  of  dreadful  yesterday.  I  came 
for  my  wmting  to-night  in  Cayendish  Square,  and  did  mean  to 
return  to  Strawberry  to-morrow,  and  thence  go  on  Saturday  to  P^- 
place ;  but  since  Boreas  and  .Solus,  and  all  the  demons  of  tlie  air, 
are  let  loose,  I  shall  keep  myself  as  warm  as  I  can,  and  not  yenture 
being  laid  up  with  the  goat  and  compoimded  in  snow  as  I  was  some 
years  ago  at  Ampthill,  and  then  forced  to  haye  a  track  hewn  for  me 
by  the  diarity  ot  my  hosts. 

May  I  beg  to  consult  your  Ladyship  on  a  case  of  conseienceP  I 
think  I  ought  to  wait  on  Lady  Bayensworth  on  a  late  eyent ;  and 
yet  I  am  so  afraid  of  doing  a  wrong  or  seemingly  impertinent  things 
that  I  haye  not  yentured  yet  I^y  tell  me  seriously  whether  I 
should  or  not 

I  haye  neither  seen  the  Carmelite  nor  Holman,  nor  anything  c^ 
almost  anybody  else.  You  don't  consider  that  I  was  a  cantempomy 
of  Dugdale  and  Ashmole,  that  I  am  or  ought  to  be  superannuated, 
and  that  I  know  no  more  of  the  present  generation,  than  if  DeaeaKon 
and  Pyrrfaa  had  just  tossed  them  oyer  tlieir  shoulders  and  restocked 
the  earth.  Alas  I  I  haye  lost  most  of  those  that  used  to  inhabit 
itinmydaysl  anda  teacup  full  of  deluge  would  wash  me  away  ioa 
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Berbdeif  Sgpimt,  Dec  a,  1781 

I  AM  yery  much  obliged  to  you,  Sir,  for  your  repeated  kindness 
and  communications ;  and  was  much  pleased  at  the  sight  of  both 

'  Kowilni  pabUihed. — OvntDNiHAJL 
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the  latttn  ol  Tottun  nid  Ur.  ^^odlutiii,  vfakih  I  Mtam  vith 

flunb  and  gntitade.  Botli  are  onriooB  in  diSenotways.  VoHaire's 
Tii"gl"T'  vonld  be  good  English  in  any  otlier  foreignn- ;  but  a  man 
irtio  gave  himself  the  air  of  oritieijnng  oaT~-flnd.  I  vill  say,  the 
m^'s— greatest  aaUior,  on^t  to  hare  been  a  better  master  of  our 
langoage^  tium^  this  letter  and  his  oommetitary  prore  that  he  oonld 
na&et  write  it  nor  read  it  aooniately  aad  tntelUgently. 

That  little  triumph,  howerer,  I  shall  deoIiiM ;  I  meen,  I  will  make 
no  use  of  his  letter.  It  woold  be  a  stall  poorer  sorap  than  it  is,  if 
eortiiled ;  and  I  woqid  by  no  means  be  aeoesaory  to  printing  the 
first  part^  in  whitdi  I  am  h^>py  to  find  yon  agree  with  me.  Indeed, 
it  wonld  be  pabUalnng  aonidal,  and  to  the  vexation  of  an  innooent 
gentlemaa.  I  eondemn  eueedingly  all  publication  of  private  letters 
in  whieih  liviiig  peMons  are  named.'  I  thought  it  eoandalona  to 
'  print  Lord  Ohesterfldd's  and  President  Montesqoien's  letters.  It  is 
isnui  to  tlie  writers,  omel  to  the  persons  named,  and  is  a  praotioe 
tiiat  vonld  destroy  private  inteiocniise  in  a  great  measnre.  What 
&ther  oonld  venture  to  warn  his  son  against  the  company  of  suoh  at 
each  a  person  if  it  were  likely  that  a  Ourll  or  a  Mrs.  Stanhope  would 
print  hu  letter  with  the  names  at  IragthP  I  detained  my  ownfonrth 
volume  of '  FainteiB '  for  nine  years,  though  there  is  certainly  no 
abuse  in  i^  lest  it  shoold  not  satisfy  the  children  of  some  of  those 
artists. 

Still  I  am  fiir,  Kr,  from  carrying  this  delioaoy  so  fiir  as  some 
expect.  I  would  respect  the  characters  of  the  living,  and  the  feelinga 
of  their  children.  I  should  not  have  so  mnoh  management  for  their 
grandchildren,  who  may  have  a  full  portion  of  pride  about  their 
ancestry,  but  certaioly  have  very  nrely  a  grain  of  affectionate 
tenderness  for  them.  I  did  give  miudi  offence  to  some  persons  who 
yearned  with  those  geneali^ie  duties,  by  my  '  Oatalogue  erf  Boyal 
and  Noble  Authors : '  bat  I  did  not  oare  a  straw.  Indeed,  if  every 
had  man  who  has  had  the  honoDT  of  being  great-grand&ther  to  some 
one  or  otbat,  was  to  be  q>ared  for  fear  of  shooldng  his  noble 
desoendaati,  History  would  be  as  &lsome  as  dedications  were  scone 
yeats  ago.  Philip  n.  was  ancestor  to  half  the  monarohs  of  Europe, 
may  not  he  be  branded  as  a  monster  without  ofEenoe  to  their 
majesties  t 

The  anecdote  on  Follio  in  the  other  letter  did  not  at  all  surprise 
me.    Indeed,  does  not  the  late  '  Diary '  [Dodington's]  teem  with 

■  Ba*  LtUm  to  Ddrraiple,  3Srd  Jan.  ITTO.— OmamaAM. 
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instances  of  flimOar  growth  P  If  or  is  it  say  longer  straiige  fhit  Lori 
Mdcombe  shoold  leaye  BDeh  a  proof  of  his  own — I  know  not  what  to 
coll  it  I  Has  not  he  seemed  prood  of  ireoording  his  own  TaiiatioDi^ 
and  contradictions,  and  flattery  I 

I  will  say  no  more  on  that  subject,  Sir,  hut  torn  to  another  in 
which  y(ni  are  more  interested.  In  the  '  Gentleman's  Magazine '  lor 
last  month  tiiere  is  a  pretended  discovery  of  tiie  name  of  the  nnlbr- 
tanate  Lady  to  whose  memory  Mr.  Pope  wrote  his  Elegy.  The 
writer  of  that  commimication  corroborates  too  the  cfroomrtanee  of 
the  sword.  But  I  bdiere  he  is  quite  iniHt>aken  in  both ;  at  leasts 
my  Lady  Herrey,  who  was  acquainted  witii  Pope^  and  who  li^ed  at 
the  time,  gave  me  a  yery  different  name,  and  told  me  the  exit  was 
made  in  a  less  dignified  manner — by  the  rope.'  I  have  uer&r  spread 
this,  from  the  reasons  I  have  given  you  in  the  former  part  ^the 
letter :  I  do  not  know  but  some  of  the  fomily  may  be  living — nor  is 
one  bound  to  tell  the  world  all  one  knows.  I  shall  not  have  the 
same  reserve  to  you,  Sir,  when  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  yoo, 
which  I  am  glad  to  hear  will  be  soon.    I  am.  Sir, 

Your  grateful  and  most  obedient  servant^ 

Hob.  Walfolb. 


2SS9.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  06S0BT. 

Baideif  Sqmrtf  Dee.  27, 1784. 

I  AH  told  that  I  am  in  a  prodigious  fine  way ;  which,  being 
translated  into  plain  English,  means,  that  I  have  suffered  more  sharp 
pain  these  two  days  than  in  all  the  moderate  fits  together  that  I 
have  had  for  tiiese  last  nine  years :  however,  Mfulftm^  I  have  one 
great  blessing,  there  is  drowsiness  in  all  the  square  hoUows  of  the 
red-hot  bars  of  the  gridiron  on  which  I  lie,  so  that  I  scream  and  fidl 
asleep  by  turns  like  a  babe  that  is  cutting  its  first  teeth.  I  can  add 
nothing  to  this  exact  account^  which  I  only  send  in  obedience 
to  your  Ladyship's  commands,  which  I  received  just  now :  I  did 
think  on  Saturday  that  the  worst  was  over. 

>  "  After  muLj  utd  wide  inqniries J  htre  been  infonned  [bj  Wilpole  f]  tliai  her  hmm 
WM  WAlnslmry ;  and  thai  (which  ii  a  nngiilar  eircomstance)  ihe  was  aa  iU-ahi4)ed  and 
deformed  as  our  aathor.  Her  death  was  not  by  a  sword,  bat,  what  would  leas  bear  to 
be  told  poeticaUy,  she  han«:ed  herself  Jos^  Vforton  (Pope's  Works,  ad.  1707, 
▼oL  L  p.  336) ;  see  also  Johnson's  LiTes  by  Cnnningham,  toL  ilL  p.  18. — OvsvzaaHAH. 
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S84Q.    TO  THIS  COUNTESS  OP  06SOBT. 

Baideif  Sg^rnvt,  Jem.  Z,  1786. 

I  AM  much  obliged  to  your  Ladyship  and  Lord  Ossory :  I  am 
•aseixtially  better,  and  quite  contented,  for  my  pains  are  gone.  It  is 
not  so  easy  to  reooYer  what  I  had  not — strength;  and,  oonsequently,  I 
am  as  low  and  languid  as  possible ;  but  haying  no  oooasionfor  myself, 
I  am  yery  indifferent  about  the  little  progress  I  make.  I  return  your 
Iiadyship's  new-year^s  oompliments  with  wishes,  I  hope,  better 
founded. 

S841.    TO  SIB  HORAOB  MANK. 

Berhdeif  Square,  Jam.  i,  1785. 

I  HAD  the  great  satisfaction  last  week  of  receiying  your  letter,  my 
dear  Sir,  written  with  your  own  hand  to  confirm  the  progress  of  your 
recoyery ;  but  I  was  not  able  to  answer  it  myself,  being  confined  to 
my  bed  by  a  seyere  fit  of  the  gout  too.  I  could  only  dictate  a  few 
lines  to  your  nephew,  to  beg  he  would  express  my  joy  and  thanks  to 
you,  and  tell  you  why  I  did  not  write  myself.  Indeed,  he  had  the 
kindness  to  send  me  word  that  he  had  receiyed  one  too  firom  you  by 
the  same  post,  and  with  the  same  good  news.  Poor  young  man  I 
while  you  thought  him  fox-hunting,  he  was  prisoner  also  to  the  same 
illness,  but  less  slight  than  ours.  I  told  him  we  formed  a  triangle 
of  gouty  correspondence. 

I  haye  since  receiyed  another  firom  you,  of  December  18th: 
but,  indeed,  I  haye  not  wanted  consolations,  for  Monsieur  de 
So3rres  sent  me  word  from  Florence  of  your  amendment,  and  Lord 
and  Lady  Mount-Edgcumbe  haye  been  so  friendly  as  to  fiimish 
me  constantly  with  the  accounts  they  receiyed  of  you  from  their 
son — a  dear  proof  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  marks  of  attention 
you  were  capable  of  giying  him.  I  haye  not  seen  them  yet ;  for, 
like  you,  I  haye  not  been  allowed  to  see  company  and  talk,  nor, 
indeed,  could  I  to  be  heard.  Though  I  haye  neyer  had  the  gout  in 
my  stomach,  yet  my  breast  is  so  weak  that  it  is  always  tiie  part 
principally  affected,  and,  consequently,  whence  I  conclude  my  disso- 
lution will  come.  You,  I  fear,  haye  suffered  dreadfully,  though  you 
do  not  say  so :  your  patience,  and  calmness,  and  good-humour  are 
just  what  they  were  fiye-and-forty  years  ago.    I  am  happy  that  your 
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stamina  are  as  strong  too  as  flieywere:  they  must  be  to  have 

weathered  such  an  atiadc  I    Indeed,  I  haye  great  comfort  in  your 

tranquillity  and  resignation  abont  the  event.     I,  who  haye  gone 

through  80  many  move  of  these  assanlts,  who  wonder  haw  I  hare 

stood  them,  and  who  always  expect  the  next  to  be  the  oondosiYe  one, 

have  often  called  it  dying  iplu9ieur$  rtprkea.    I  am  not  impatifint 

for  what  mu9t  happen ;  but,  when  one  has  tried  on  death  so  often,  it 

mnst  be  more  familiar  to  one.    Could  I  choose,  it  should  oome  at 

once  at  the  beginning  of  a   fit:  I  dread  the  oeremonial,  and 

to  know  one's  house  is  fuU  of  relations  and  inquireis.    My  exit,  I 

hope,  will  be  in  the  country ;  where  I  always  k^p  my  illness  as 

secret  as  I  can.' 

You  perceiye  I  am  writing  to  you  with  alame  hand,  and  with  the 

only  one  I  have  at  liberty ;  the  other,  muffled  up,  just  holds  my 

paper.    I  am  now  weary^  and  shall  go  to  bed ;  but,  knowing  I  could 

not  write  much  at  once,  I  had  the  jnrecaution  to  bq;in  my  letter 

three  days  before  the  post,  and  shall  add  to  it  at  leisure. 

M. 

I  resume  my  letter,  rather  to  finish  than  to  add  to  il  A  oome- 
roondefice  between  two  sick  bedchambers  at  the  distance  of  a 
thousand  miles  must  be  yery  lifeless.  What  news  can  we  tell  one 
another  but  how  we  rested  last  nightP  and  that  last  night  will  hays 
been  a  fortnight  ago  when  the  post  arriyes.  Kings  and  Empresses, 
of  whom  we  were  forced  to  talk  from  want  of  reciprocal  acquaintance 
in  our  several  residences,  must  be  out  of  our  thoughts :  can  we  care 
%hat  interludes  they  are  playing  when  We  are  quitting  the  theatre  f 
We  see  them  in  their  true  light,  and  know  that  they  too,  in  a  little 
time,  must  leave  their  crowns  and  sceptres  to  be  worn  by  other 
performers. 

The  pantomime  carrying  on  at  Florence  and  Rome  is  entertaining. 
So,  the  Pope  who  would  not  grant  the  title  of  Eing  to  the  Pretender 
allows  his  no-Majesty  to  have  created  a  Duchess;  and  the  Cardinal  of 
York,  who  is  but  a  rag  of  the  Papacy,  and  who  must  think  his 
brother  a  Eiag,  will  not  allow  her  title !  Well !  it  is  well  they*haye 
not  power  to  do  worse,  nor  can  spiU  the  blood  of  others  in  their 
foolish  squabbles. 

Lord  Mount-Edgcumbe  has  been  here  this  evening.  I  assure 
you,  it  is  impossible  to  be  more  satisfied  than  he  is  with  your 
attentions  to  his  son ;  who  has  written,  that,  to  the  last  moment  of 

*  Walpde  died  in  London,  in  Berkeley  Sqnare^-^CwsniBAlL 
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itay  ftt  Fbranoe,  thert  was  mo  mark  o£  fiiendahip  j<m  omitted, 
nor  any  servioeB  yon  did  not  render  him.  I  know  better  than  they 
can,  how  much  he  was  obliged  to  you. — ^HeayensI  attentions  for 
trayelling  boys  when  one  is  on  the  raok  t  Oh  I  my  dear  Bir,  I  will 
recommend  no  more  to  you,  lest  they  should  find  yon  in  a  fit  of  the 
gont  You  never  did  too  little,  but  often  too  mudi,  and  more  than 
your  health  and  constitution  could  bear.    Adieu  I 


isii.  fOTHi  oouimfis  of  obsobt. 

BsrMiy  Sjinart,  Jan.  1^1785. 

I  AM  always  thanking  you,  Madam,  I  think,  for  kind  inquiries 
after  me ;  but  it  is  not  my  £Eiult  that  I  am  so  often  troublesome ! 
I  would  it  were  otherwise ! — ^however,  I  do  not  complain.  I  have 
attained  another  resnireotion,  and  was  so  glad  of  my  liberty,  that 
J  Went  out  both  Saturday  and  Sunday,  though  so  snowy  a  day  and 
80  rainy  a  day  never  were  invented.  Yet  I  have  not  ventured  to 
aee  Mrs.  Jordan,'  nor  to  skate  in  Hyde  ParL  We  had  other  guess 
winters  in  my  time  I — ^fine  sunny  mornings,  with  now  and  then  a 
mild  earthquake^  just  enough  to  wake  one,  and  rock  one  to  sleep 
Ugaia  comfortably.  My  recoveries  surprise  me  more  than  my  fits ; 
Imt  I  am  quite  persuaded  now  that  I  know  exactly  how  I  shall  ^d : 
as  I  am  a  statue  of  chalk,  I  shall  crumble  to  powder,  and  then  my 
inside  will  be  blown  away  firom  my  terrace,  and  hoary-headed 
Margaret  will  tell  the  people  that  come  to  see  my  house,-— 

^  One  mom  wt  miat'd  him  on  the  'eortoia'd  UU."* 

When  that  is  the  case,  Madam,  don't  take  the  pains  of  inquiring 
more,  as  I  shall  leave  no  body  to  return  to,  even  Cagliostro  would 
bring  me  back  to  no  purpose.  By  the  way,  is  not  it  curious,  that 
when  credulity  and  superstition  are  so  far  exploded,  that  even  a 
cardinal  is  abandoned  by  bishops  and  clergy,  and  left  to  the  civil 
power,  *there  should  still  be  dupes  to  such  a  mountebank  as 
Cagliostn)  ?  I  have  been  told  that  Prince  Ferdinand  himself  had 
fiuth  in  him.  I  know  that  our  late  Eing,  tiiough  not  apt  to  believe 
wxae  than  his  neighbours,  had  no  doubt  of  the  existence  of  vampires 

'  Doift  Bland,  Mrs.  Jordtn ;  at  this  lima  (1785)  eommenoing  her  esreer  as  an 
irMs  in  the  parts  of  Viola,  Imogen,  Hypoliin,  and  Miss  Hoyden  — -CviiniiiaflAli. 
*  Orajr.— CumxoiuM. 
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and  their  banqneis  on  fhe  dead.  Br.  JoImBon  seems  to  hare  been 
the  representative  in  epitome  of  all  the  oontradictions  in  hmnas 
nature. 

Your  Ladyship  may  be  sure  I  am  happy  in  Lady  Ensfam's  good 
fortune,  not  only  in  the  Duke's  being  reoonciledy  bat  in  obtaining 
Lady  Ravensworth's  fayourable  opinion.  It  has  always  been  miney 
that  her  paternal  understanding  and  temper  would  pieroe  atlsst 
through  all  douds.  She  still  in  my  eyes  wants  one  essential  boon 
from  fortune  to  complete  her  feUoity ;  and  though  I  may  not  live  to 
see  that  moment^  I  hope  your  Ladyship  will  thein  allow  fliat  I  gafe 
a  just  character  of  her,  when  I  oould  have  no  idea  of  what  has 
happened  since. 

Most  of  the  diyeraions  that  I  have  given  up,  cost  me  no  regrets; 
bat  I  own  I  should  have  enjoyed  the  play  at  Ampthill :  indeed,  yea 
might  have  made  me  a  litUe  amends  by  sending  me  the  Proloffm  or 
Epilogue^  instead  of  a  charade  whidi  I  shall  never  guess.  Li 
revenge,  here  is  one,  which  I  hope  you  will  all  find  as  unorackable: 
General  Conway,  who  never  rests  till  he  has  mastered  one,  nds- 
camed :  **  Ma  premHre  partie  faU  aUety  ma  uoondefiA  recukr^  fmm 
tout  fait  rire  etpleurer** 

General  Burgoyne's  '  Heiress,'  I  hear,  succeeded  extremely  weD, 
and  was,  besides,  excellently  acted.  Have  you  had  patience.  Madam, 
to  wade  through  Mr.  Hayley's '  Old  MaidisP'  I  oould  not ;  and  can 
you  guess  why  he  wrote  them,  unless  to  sell  three  volumes  P  That 
sot  Boswell  is  a  classic  in  comparison. 

You  know,  to  be  sure.  Madam,  that  Lady  Brudenel  is  dead; 
everybody  laments  her,  for  she  was  perfectly  unexceptionable. 
I  have  lost  a  very  old  friend,  one  of  my  oldest^  and  a  most  worthy 
man,  Lord  Dacre ;  but  after  forty  years  of  miserable  sufferings,  Ui 
death  was  charming,  and  not  two  hours  in  duration  from  his  seisure. 
We  who  are  dead  in  equity,  though  not  in  law,  should  hope  for  such 
conclusions,  and  have  former  preludes  discounted. 

Sir  William  Hamilton,  I  am  told,  has  been  probing  Vesuvius,  and 
announces  a  more  dreadful  explosion  than  ever.  Lord  and  Lady 
Spencer  have  ascended  the  mountain,  while  the  lava  boiled  over  the 
opposite  brim.    I  should  have  no  thirst  for  such  bumpers. 

My  hand,  you  see,  Madam,  has  obeyed  you  very  debonnairly ;  I  am 
sorry  I  had  no  better  materials.  I  have  straws  enough,  but  I  donH 
find  that  I  have  good  brick. 

F.S.  I  am  not  such  a  blockhead  as  I  thoughtl  was :  I  believe  ihet 
is  the  key  to  your  charade.    My  French  one  is  as  just 
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I  woxTLD  not  write  to  yon  agamy  my  dear  Sir,  tiU  I  oould  tell  you 
that  I  was  quite  reooyered ;  and  that  I  oould  not  say  with  any  truth 
till  within  these  few  days,  for  I  had  a  relapse^  of  whioh  I  was  much 
worse  than  from  the  fiist  attack.  The  gout  passed  out  of  my  limbs 
into  my  bowels^  was  sent  back,  dianged  itself  into  a  cough,  and  £d11 
on  my  lungs :  but  all  are  gone,  and  I  am  so  well,  that  I  should  have 
taken  the  air  to-day  in  my  coach  if  it  had  not  been  too  hard  a  frort. 
In  short,  we  are  both  met  again  on  this  side  of  the  world ;  for  one 
may  call  it  meeHng,  as  an  EngliRhTnan  and  a  Frenchman  would  seem 
countrymen  if  they  met  in  the  deserts  of  Tartaiy :  formerly  one 
should  have  said,  in  India ;  but  there  the  two  nations  haye  prored 
that  they  are  not  such  familiar  friends. 

Your  last  would  have  made  me  uneasy  by  your  stQl  remaining  in 
bed,  had  it  not  all  been  written  by  your  own  hand;  and  had  not  you 
kindly  foreseen  my  apprehension,  and  told  me  kindly,  I  hope  troly, 
that  you  remained  ttiere  only  in  complaisance  to  your  physician. 
We  are  both  deceptions :  who  that  saw  you  in  your  youth,  or  me 
from  my  infancy  till  now,  would  have  believed  that  we  should  live, 
after  men  grown,  to  correspond  for  four-and-forty  years  P  For  my 
part,  I  suppose  that  Hercules,  if  he  had  not  gone  mad,  would  have 
died  of  a  consumption.  We  have  both  renewed  our  leases,  and  I 
hope  our  oorrespondence  will  still  become  much  more  venerable  fer 
its  longevity.    We  are  certainly  epistolary  patriarchs. 

To  say  the  truth,  I  cannot  resume  the  thread  with  much  interest 
Nothing  has  happened  here  during  the  seven  weeks  of  my  oonfine* 
ment  worth  rq>eating.  The  Parliament  is  met,  but  as  quietly  as  a 
quarter  session.  The  Opposition  seems  quelled,  or  to  despair ;  nor 
has  the  town  contributed  more  than  the  two  Houses  to  the  fund  of 
news. 

The  great  scene  that  Europe  expected  is  said  to  be  laid  aside,  and 
that  France  has  signified  to  the  Dutch  that  they  must  submit  to  the 
Emperor,  and  that  they  will — Chappy  news  for  one  or  two  hundred 
thousand  of  the  living!  Whether  the  mass  of  murder  will  be 
diminished  in  fbture  by  that  arrangement  is  another  question.  The 
revival  of  the  kingdom  of  Ausiaian  Lombardy  *   looks  as  if  the 

*  Which  is  what  the  emperor  meditated. — ^WalsoiiI. 
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Eagle's  eastern  wing  would  expand  itself  as  well  as  the  western ; 
and  GO  I  reooUeot  I  hinted  to  you  two  yean  ago  that  I  expected  it 
would. 

If  the  town  does  not  do  something  odd  and  worth  repeating  wifliiii 
these  two  days,  I  must  send  away  my  letter,  squab  as  it  is.  I  cannot 
coin  news,  though  so  easy  a  praotioei  as  our  newspi^era  prore  by  the 
daily  lies  they  pubHsh — ^I  will  not  say  iMmU  ;  &r  thousands,  irbo 
get  nothing  by  the  manufacture,  help  the  printers  to  nnmberleai 
falsehoods.  Our  newspapers  are  deservedly  forbidden  in  France  fiv 
impudent  scandal  on  the  French  Queen.  .  lam  always  ashamed  that 
sudi  cargoes  of  abuse  should  be  dispersed  all  oyer  Europe;  and 
frequently  our  handsomest  women  are  the  themes.  What  Iroquoii 
mtist  we  seem  to  the  rest  of  the  world  I 

London  is  very  perverse,  and  will  not  fhmish  me  with  another 
paragraph ;  one  would  think  it  had  taken  spite  to  our  immortsl 
correspondence.  Formerly,  after  a  Long  Vacation,  people  used  to 
be  impatient  to  signalise  themselves  by  some  extravagance  or 
absurdity.  Th^  are  as  tame  now  as  if  the  Millenniam  was 
commenced.^ 

I  went  out  yesterday  to  take  the  air,  but  it  fatigued  me.  Lastnig^ 
it  snowed  again,  and  I  have  stayed  at  home :  but  I  shall  recover ; 
my  appetite  is  perfect,  and  my  sleep  is  marvellous.  I  don't  know 
why  I  am  not  as  sleek  as  a  dormouse.  Play  give  me  as  good  an 
account  of  yourself.  Have  you  driven  yet  in  your  coach  to  the 
Cascines  or  the  foot  of  FiesoliP  or  about  the  streets  to  the  Duomo 
and  Annunziata,  as  I  used  to  do  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  for  the  mere 

>  Mn.  Haaiiih  Mora,  writing  to  her  diter  aboai  this  time,  tdli  lier,— "  I  beBeie 
I  mentioBed  tbftt  a  foreign  imbuiiulor»  Coant  AdlMmar,  had  a  ttioke  of  pthij,  end 
that  he  wae  to  haTo  had  a  great  aMembly  on  the  night  ef  the  daj  on  which  it 
happened ;  it  li  ehooking  to  relate  the  eeqnel.  It  wu  on  a  Sunday.  The  oompanr 
went — eome  hundreds.  Tlie  man  Uy  deprifed  of  eenee  and  motion ;  his  bedehamher 
joins  the  great  diawing-ioom,  wliere  wae  a  ftro  bank  held  dose  to  hia  bed'ahead. 
Somebody  said  they  thonght  they  made  too  mndi  nofcte.  '  Oh,  no,'  another  answered, 
'  it  will  do  him  good ;  the  worst  thing  he  ctn  do  is  to  sleep.'  A  third  eaid,  '  I  did 
mot  think  Adhemar  had  been  a  fellow  of  sndi  nure  spirit ;  peJsy  and  feio  together  is 
spirited  indeed ;  this  is  keepfaig  it  np  r '  I  wm  telling  this  to  Mr.  Welpole  tha  olhst 
day,  and  lamenting  it  as  a  national  stigma,  and  one  of  the  osnal  signs  of  the  times  1 
had  met  with.  In  retain  he  told  me  o^a  French  gentleman  at  Paris,  who,  being  Is 
the  artiele  of  death,  had  Jnit  signed  his  will,  when  the  lawyer  who  drew  It  np  wM 
loTited  by  his  wife  to  stay  sapper.  The  table  wis  kid  In  the  dying  man's  aptrl- 
ment ;  the  lawyer  took  a  gtess  of  wine,  and  addressing  himself  to  the  ladj,  teak 
dlaMmUiUm)iMaimableagMi«mUf  I  told  Mr.  Walpole  he  InYonted  the  atoiyt^ 
oat^o  me,  bat  he  protested  It  was  literally  trae."— ifemoire  qf  ffatmah  Moft,  toL  L 
p.  196.    Perhaps  the  lady  wm  righU^Waiesf 
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pleaguie  of  loddng  at  the  bidldiiigs,  when  weacyboAj  dab  was  gon« 
into  bed  ?  What  a  thouaa&d  yean  ago  that  was  I  yet  I  reooUeot  it 
j»  if  bat  yesterday  I  I  sometimes  think  I  hare  lived  two  or  three 
Ures.  My  thirteen  months  at  Florence  was  a  pleasant  yonth  to  one 
of  them*  Seren  months  and  a  half  at  Paris,  with  four  or  fiye 
joomeys  thither  smce,  was  a  middle  age,  qnite  di£ferent  from  fire- 
amd-twenty  years  in  Parliament  which  had  preceded — and  an  age 
since  I  Beeidesy  as  I  was  an  infant  when  my  &ther  became  Minister, 
I  came  into  the  world  at  fiye  years  old ;  knew  half  the  remaining 
Courts  of  King  William  and  Qaeen  Anne,  or  heard  them  talked  of 
as  fresh;  being  the  jroungest  and  fEtvourite  child,  was  carried  to 
almost  the  first  operas,  kissed  the  hand  of  Gteorge  the  First,  and  am 
now  hearing  the  frolics  of  his  great-great-grandnn ; ' — no,  all  this 
cannot  haye  happened  in  one  life  I  I  haye  seen  a  mistress  of  James 
the  Seoond,*  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  burial,  three  or  four  wan^ 
the  whole  career,  victories,  and  death  of  Lord  Chatham,  the  kMS  of 
America,  the  second  conflagration  of  London  by  Lord  Qeotge  Gordon 
— and  yot  I  am  not  so  old  as  Methusalem  by  fi>ur  or  five  centuries  I 
Li  short,  I  can  sit  and  amuse  myself  wifli  my  own  memory,  and 
yet  find  new  stoores  at  every  audience  that  I  give  to  it  Then,  &r 
private  episodes,  varieties  of  characters,  political  intrigues,  literary 
anecdotes,  Ac,  the  profusion  that  I  remember  is  endless ;  in  short, 
when  I  reflect  on  alll have  seen,  heard,  read,  written,  the  many  idle 
Lours  I  have  passed,  the  nights  I  have  wasted  playing  at  £uno,  (ha 
weeks,  nay  months,  I  have  spent  in  pain,  you  will  not  wonder  that  I 
almost  think  I  have,  like  Pythagoras,  heesa  Panthoides  Euphorbus, 
and  have  retained  one  memory  in  at  least  two  bodies.    Adieu  I 
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I  hjlvx  not  written  lately,  Madanij  because  I  relapsed,  and  have 
been  so  very  ill,  the  gout  Mling  on  my  lungs,  that  I  did  not  know 
whether  before  my  letter  oould  set  out  for  Ampthill,  I  should  not  be 
obliged  to  add  a  postscript  horn  another  worlds  and  send  you  a  new 
direction ;  but  I  am  recovered,  and  have  even  been  oat  twice  to  take 

>  Ctooig*,  Prince  of  Waloi,— Wa&pou. 

*  ICn.  Godfrey  [ArabelU  Ohuroliini  moilimr  of  t^  Dnkt  of  Berwick  and  Lady 
WaldegimTO. — Walvou.    Walpolo  ww  tldrtoen  yeui  of  ago  tl  Wr  dealh,  in  ITSa 

—-CumilOHAM. 
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the  air.  Tbis  tune  indeed  mj  loooTery  was  a  liifle  arlificial»  and 
not  entirely  owing  to  my  own  management  and  to  my  Herookta 
weakness.  Sir  John  EDiot  had  happened  to  attend  my  honaemaid. 
and  woold  not  take  a  fee ;  to  prevail,  I  pretended  to  talk  on  my  own 
gout,  and  he  was  so  tractablep  and  sufikred  me  to  preaoribe  to  him 
what  he  should  prescribe  to  me,  without  giving  me  powder  of 
volcanoes  and  other  hot  dmgiy  that  I  continued  to  see  him ;  and  I  do 
believOy  that  at  the  crisis  I  should  not  have  conducted  myself  quitB 
BO  judiciously  as  he  did.  This  is  making  very  honourable  omoKfe  to 
the  College  whom  I  have  always  treated  with  contempt ;  but  as  I 
love  my  own  veracity  still  more  than  my  own  way,  I  do  not  hagg^ 
about  confessing  the  truth. 

As  I  don't  know  that  your  Ladyship  is  particularly  devoted  to 
Hippocrates,  perhaps  I  have  tried  you  by  my  recantation ;  but  I 
had  nothing  of  more  worth  to  tell  you,  and  only  wrote  to  excuse  my 
silence. 

Your  aunti  Lady  Dowager  Gower,  is  dying  of  a  similar  accident 
to  poor  Lady  Strafford's,  in  whom  the  mortification  is  said  to  be 
began.  As  much  as  I  shall  pity  Lord  Strafford,  it  is  impoasible  to 
be  sorry  for  her.  She  had  burnt  off  one  ear,  and  part  of  the  other 
and  was  likely  to  lose  one  of  her  eyes. 

The  news  of  my  coffee-house,  since  Ibegan  my  letter,  is,  fliatLad^ 
Strathmore  eloped  last  nighty  taking  her  two  maids  with  her;  but  no 
swain  is  talked  of.  The  town,  they  say,  is  empty:  it  certainly  does 
not  produce  its  usual  complement  of  extravagancies,  when  one 
soHtaiy  elopement  of  a  veteran  madwoman  is  all  that  is  at  market 
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Berideif  Sjinart,  Monk  5, 178& 

Your  letter  of  the  8th  of  last  month,  telling  me  that  your  great 
illness  had  not  been  the  gout,  surprised  me  much,  as  we  had  had  no 
other  account  of  ii  I  had  indeed  wondered  at  your  being  blooded 
for  it,  which  is  not  the  treatment  of  the  gout  in  the  stomach  here. 
Whatever  your  disorder  was,  thank  God  it  is  gone  I 

For  my  part,  I  am  still  a  prisoner,  and  have  been  so  above  three 
entire  mcmflis ;  the  longest  fit  I  ever  had  but  one.  Lideed,  the  third 
relapse  is  but  now  going  offl  BelapsesI  no  wonder!  from  &e 
begmning  of  December  we  have  had  such  a  succession  of  vicissitudes 
of  all  kinds  of  bad  weather  as  I  never  remember :  repeated  snowa^ 
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seyere  frosts/  fogs,  sadden  rams,  ttid  aasassinatixig  winds  hare  made 
everybody  in,  or  kept  them  so.  All  my  hope  is  from  the  Alinaiiaft, 
which  teUs  me  that  spring  is  at  hand ;  yot  ttie  month  of  Marohy  like 
the  fast  on  the  vigil  of  a  saint's  festival,  is  very  apt  to  prepare  one  by 
rigour  for  rejoicing. 

I  have  h&BiTi  nothing  lately  about  your  nephew.  I  fear  his  holi- 
days too  are  not  arrived  yei  His  friends  and  mine,  the  poor  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  Montrose,  are  exceedingly  happy :  Lord  Ghraham  is 
just  married  to  Lord  Ashbumham's  daughter,  a  pretty  amiable  young 
woman.  They  have  long  been  anxious  to  see  him  settled.  He  is  a 
pattern  of  sons,  and  their  sole  remaining  comfort  under  such  a  com- 
plication of  miseries  as  they  have  been  and  are  afflicted  with.' 

Though  we  are  nearer  to  the  promised  field  of  battle  than  you  are, 
we  know  no  more  of  the  Dutch  war,  nor  whether  it  is  to  be  accom- 
modated. The  politicians  of  our  coffee-houses  are  easQy  diverted 
from  continental  objects  when  they  have  the  least  food  at  home,  as 
is  natural ;  and  we  have  a  few  topics  that  are  not  quite  indifferent. 
The  most  recent,  and  consequently  the  theme  of  the  day,  is  the 
demolition  of  the  scrutiny  for  Westminster :  the  Opposition  renewed 
the  motion  for  ordering  the  High  BaUiff  to  make  the  return,  and 
carried  the  question  by  a  majority  of  thirty-eight ;  and  yesterday 
he  did  return  Lord  Hood  and  Mr.  Fox.'  At  night  there  were  great 
illuminations.  I  expected  to  have  catched  a  great  cold ;  for,  tiie 
mob  at  eleven  o'dock  at  night  knocking  at  my  door  with  their  com- 
mands, I  rung  my  bell  in.  great  haste  finr  candles,  for  fear  of  having 
my  windows  broken,  as  they  were  two  years  ago,  when  I  had  the 
gout  too ;  and  the  servants  running  in  to  draw  up  the  curtains,  and 
leaving  all  the  doors  open,  turned  my  room  from  a  hot-house  to  an 
iee-house :  however,  I  got  no  damage. 

We  are  threatened  with  illuminations  again  to-morrow  night,  as 
they  talk  of  Mr.  Fox  being  carried  in  procession  to  the  House  of 
Commons  in  the  morning.  I  wish  some  mischief  do  not  happen ; 
our  new  generation  are  rather  bacchanalian,  and  not  averse  to  being 

*  The  Duke  of  Montroee  had  been  ioUUy  bUnd  fbr  aboTe  thirty  yean,  waa  Teiy 
deaf,  and  had  lost  the  use  of  hie  leg&  Hit  dnehaia,  Lady  La^  Mannen,  waa  para- 
]y tie ;  and  they  had  lost  their  only  daaghter,  Lady  Ln^,  wife  of  Mr.  Archibald 
Donglaa. — Wixpoii. 

*  The  Court  had  institnted  the  acmtiny  in  &?oiir  of  Sir  Gedl  Wray,  the  third 
candidate,  to  ezdnde  Mr.  Chariea  f  oi;  whooi  the  king  deteated  for  being  attacked  to 
the  Prinee  of  Wales.— Wa&voli. 
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riotcms  vuider  fhe  PrfMMjiM  JWiMiMJa.'  Hoiverer,  what  is  fiMOBeen^ 
seldom  hAi^)en8.  I  belkve  tha^  of  Aigos's  hundred  eyes,  those  ssv 
best  that  looked  baokward--^and  wise  prophets  took  (he  hint.  We 
know  pretfy  well  now  that  dreamsy  which  used  to  pass  ior  prodie- 
tions,  are  imperfect  recollections. 

Being  no  soothsayeTy  I  wOl  antidpate  nothing  about  LrelaQd^whiek 
is  to  be  the  next  great  question.  However  it  has  happ^ied,  ws 
have  for  some  years  resembled  gamesters  of  fortune^  who  play  to 
know  whether  their  o$m  shall  remain  theirs. 

There  were  illuminations  again  last  night,  but  I  hear  of  no  liot  or 
misohiefy  except  of  some  fractures  of  glass  in  my  square :  a  few 
panes  were  broken  at  my  next  door,  in  the  windows  of  her  Dowager 
Grace  of  Beaufort^*  who  would  not  put  out  lights ;  and  many  in 
those  of  Lady  Mary  Coke,  who  never  misses  an  (^portunity  of  being 
an  Amaaon,  or  a  Martyr,  or  a  Tragedy  Queen.  She  puts  me  in 
mind  of  the  Duchess  of  Albemarle,*  who  was  mad  with  pride.  The 
first  Duke  of  Montagu  married  her  as  Emperor  of  China ;  and  to 
her  death  she  was  served  on  the  knee,  taking  her  maids  for  ladies  of 
the  bedchamber. 

We  have  still  such  parching  easterly  winds  that  I  dare  not  venture 
abroad,  but  I  shall  take  the  air  the  moment  the  sun  lands. 

This  letter  was  written,  and  was  going  to  Ihe  Secretary's  Office, 
when  your  nephew  came  in,  just  arrived  in  town ;  and,  as  he  setr 
out  on  Saturday  on  his  visit  to  you,  I  detained  my  despatdli,  as  I  can 
write  more  freely  by  him  than  I  would  by  IVendi,  German,  or 
Tuscan  Post-offices. 

'  The  Prince.— Walpoli. 

3  MiM  Berkeley,  lUter  of  the  Ule  Lord  Botietort,  sad  widow  of  Lord  Koel  Somenel^ 
Duke  of  BeMibrt^WALPou. 

'  Widow  of  Chrifltopher,  eeoond  Doke  of  Albemirle.  Ai  die  WM  a  eohdlMi  ef 
the  last  Oftvendiah,  Doke  of  Newciitle,  the  enjoyed  an  imineMe  ibftane;  and,  beiif 
mad,  wai  confined  at  Montagn  Hona^  hot  aerred  with  royal  etatc  Her  relatiou 
pretended  the  was  dead,  and  the  duke  waa  forced  to  prodnce  her  in  Weetmlneter 
UalL  After  hiadeath,  ahe  Uted  at  ClerkeaweU, and  SOOOi.  a-yewwM  allowed  fbr 
her  inu^inaiy  eoort  Thereat  waa  laid  up,  and  went  to  her  own  relationaL  Theatoiy 
of  her  aeeond  marriage  waa  introduced  into  the  laat  act  of  Clbber^a  comedy  of  'Sir 
Courtly  Nice.'  Lady  Mary  Coke  endeafonred  to  perauide  people  that  ahe  had  heen 
married  to  Bdwaid  Doke  of  Toifc,  the  kins'a  brother;  and  after  Uadeath  [1707]. 
aigned  her  letten  and  notea  Marye,  with  an  almoet  inriaible  e  in  the  tall  of  the  y.-« 
Walpoul  Walpole  Is  wandering.  'Sir  CoarUy  Kiea'  ial^  Cmwne^  mot  Cihber. 
The  comedy  in  which  the  atocy  of  her  aeeond  marriage  la  introdnced  la  'The  Donhle 
Gallant,  or  Side  Lad/a  Care,*  by  dbber.  See  the  alory  In  Granger,  yoL  iw.  p.  US 
(Ed.  1776),  told  there  from  the  infi»rmation  of  Walpole.  See  alaoToL  It.  (of  thia  edition 
of  Walpole'a  Lettera)  p.  128.— CuvimieBAif. 
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We  we  eertainly  fai  a  very  enSMOfttning  aMaation  witii  Irelflnd. 
Our  Tav  boy  of  a  lliinfiter  [Mr.  Pitt]  kae  meet  rashly  and  nnad^ 
visefly  j^unged  himaelf  into  a  great  diffieiilty,  and  proidsed  to  that 
eeontfy  madk  more  flion  ins  neeeanuy.*  The  dissatiflfactiony  how- 
•ver,  IB  Bot  near  so  great  here  as  might  haTe  bean  expeeted ;  yet,  as 
it  wtli  eertainly  meet  wi&  many  other  diieentents,  whioh  Mr.  Pitf  a 
ignimmoe  and  iBexpenenoey  not  at  aH  eo(ded  by  his  vanity  and 
iaacdeiioe,  faai«  aovn,  hie  aitaition  growa  but  tottering.  The  rapidly* 
ohosen  Parliament  seems  by  no  means  firm ;  and  ttie  outrageoos 
fagvstiee  of  tte  scmtiay  at  Weatminater,  whieh  was  solely  aet  on  and 
audmtained  by  royal  Tengeancey  has  fidlen  on  the  Minist^nSy  who 
wished  to  be  rid  of  it,  but  not  to  be  beaten  by  38.*  Howorer,  I 
fimqy  the  author* is  still  more  mortified  than  they  are:  Fox 
has  triumphed  over  him  as  Wilkes  did. 

Monday  last  did  not  pass  so  quietly  as  I  had  heard  at  first: 
the  new  Marquis  of  Bockinghamy  who  had  been  profuse  of 
Uf^  laat  Friday,  thought  he  had  done  eoaoughy  and  would  not 
exhibit  one  on  Monday.  The  mob  demoUahed  hia  windowa. 
*Iw%  young  riotera  of  rank,  who  mnd  ihdj  were  only  innoeent 
apeotators,  were  beaten  and  taken  prisoners  by  the  Marquis's 
domestics,  and  carried  before  him.  He  assuming  great  dignity,  the 
two  young  gentlemen  let  loose  a  toirent  of  very  coarse  appel- 
latiooa.  Next  memiBg  he  reeoUeeted  himaelf,  and  made  aabmiaBiona 
in  pn^ortioQ  to  the  abuae  he  had  received,  not  gkei^  This  is  the 
fltory  on  one  aide.  On  ihe  other,  it  is  affirmed,  that  only  one  young 
gentleman  was  carried  into  the  house,  and,  being  taken  for  one  of 
the  mob,  was  threatened  with  a  constable  by  the  Marquis,  who,  on 
diaoovering  his  enror^  made  proper  exousea.  In  abort,  in  such  a 
eeason  of  party  viol^iee,  one  cannot  learn  the  trufli  of  what  happena 
in  next  street :  future  historians,  however,  will  know  it  exactly,  and* 
what  ia  atofe,  people  will  beUe^e  them  I 

We  have  a  mass  of  matters  besides  on  the  carpet;  as,  India  in 
seForal  branches,  the  refinm  of  ParUamant,  the  late  taxes,  and  more 
to  be  laid.  Pitt  has  certainly  amazing  Parliamentary  abilities ;  he 
has  not  yet  given  any  indication  of  others ;  and,  if  he  gains  experience, 
it  is  likely  to  be  at  Ida  own  ooab  Hia  measurea  hitherto  hafie 
been  precipitate  and  indigested. 

The   latest    colour   of   affairs    on    the    Contineat   is  crimaon. 

*  The  fiuDons  propoeitloiis  fbr  eqnid  tnide  with  Trelmd. — WALPoUt 

*  The  mmiber  of  the  mftjority  for  dosing  the  acrotiiiy. — WAitPOLi. 

*  The  King.— WAiiFoLa. 

Tuik  TUX.  M  a 


«<•  HOMOE  Vi.LP0LB3  URTHHS.  pfSk 

Mantritdit  is  said  to  be  inTwted  by  the  EntperDr.  As  tliis  letter 
viU  not  pass  under  your  Qreat  Duke's  eye,'  to  irhom  it  woold  noi  be 
VE^-bred  to  Bay  80, 1  may  tell  you  that  I  abhor  his  brother,  whoae 
ratine  and  reformationa  are  oondaated  wiUi  equal  iojostioe  and 
oruelty ;  and,  Then  they  aie  so,  I  suspect  the  fbnnar  to  be  (he 
motiTe  of  the  latter.  I  am  only  oomfortod  by  hoping  he  vexes  the 
TTing  of  FroBsia.  If  those  two  men  l^"l^  the  Osarina  ootdd  [dague 
one  another  without  ecmseqaenoee  to  thousands,  one  Bhould  deli^ 
in  thdr  broils. 

I  hope,  for  youn,  his,  and  my  sake,  that  your  nephew  will  fini 
you  quite  reooTered :  his  impatience  to  see  you  ia  most  amiable;  bit 
you  deeerre  it    Adieu ! 


SS4fl.    TO  USB  HAHlfAH  HOBB. 

BeMtgSqKon,  April  S,  int. 
Had  I  not  heard  part  of  your  oonrersation  witli  Mrs.  Carter  Uw 
otlier  night,  Madam,  I  should  certainly  not  have  diaooTered  tlw 
nathoraes  of  the  very  ingenious  anticipation  of  our  future  jargon.' 

>  Tba  Qnat-Dnka  openad  all  lotUn  before  tbtj  wen  dellnred. — Wu,roLi. 

'  Till*  ii  Ml  wniwer  to  the  following  uionjinoiii  leUar,  lent  to  Mx.  Welpole  I7 
HUa  H.  Hon,  ridionllng  ihe  pr«T&11ing  kdaption  of  Franoh  idiomi  Into  (he  Bostlik 
Uogugo.    In  (Us  mtlrioel  epliUe  (here  U  nether  «m  franch  wonl  nor  ooe  bfUA 

"  A  Spadmeii  of  the  Bugliih  iMngaagt,  u  it  wHl  proliabl;  be  written  ud 
^oken  In  the  next  oentarj.    In  a  letter  bom  >  kdf  to  W  Mend,  in  the 
reign  of  OeorKa  the  Fifth. 
•■  Dua  Hu>A>,  Atomode  Outlf,  /iin«  30,  IML 

"  I  no  eooiier  found  mjielf  here  tluui  I  riiited  m;  new  apartment,  whldi  it  eon- 
poeed  of  flra  pieeee :  the  inuli  room,  which  givta  apon  the  fardeo,  ia  pwettaeJ 
.through  tlia  gnat  one ;  and  there  i*  no  otlier  iMue.  A>  I  waa  qoile  esoeedad  with 
latigue,  I  had  no  toonei  made  mj  toilette,  than  I  lot  mjnlf  tUl  on  •  bed  of  i^oat, 
where  Bleep  came  to  inj^riw  me. 

"  My  lord  and  I  ate  on  the  intention  to  make  good  i^Mr,  and  a  gtaat  ezpewe, 
and  thii  eonntrr  ia  in  poeaeaiian  to  famiah  wherewithal  to  amnae  oneself.  Ail  that 
Kngland  haa  of  iUoatrloaa,  ail  that  jonlh  haa  of  amiable,  or  bean^  of  laTiaUng,  na» 
tloelf  in  thia  qsartOT.  Bender  jonreelf  hete,  then,  mf  friend ;  and  joo  ihall  iaii 
aaaambled  aU  that  there  ia  of  beat,  whether  for  Utteia,  whether  tbr  Urth. 

"  Teaterdaj  1  did  mj  poaaibla  to  giTS  to  «■! ;  the  dinner  waa  of  the  laat  peiftetloa, 
and  the  wlnee  left  notUng  to  deaire.  The  repaat  waa  aeaaoned  with  a  thonaaad 
i^joioinf  Hlllaa,  fall  of  nit  and  agiwanent,  and  one  more  twiUiant  than  anotha. 
I^df  Franoea  charmed  moaa  for  the  flrattlnu;  ahe  ia  made  to  paint,  haa  a  gnat  air, 
and  haa  inflnitel;  of  expreaalon  in  her  pbjdognomj;  her  mannan  hare  aa  mneh  «f 
natural  aa  hw  Igore  haa  of  Intereetlng. 

"  1  had  pnytd  Ladj  &  to  be  of  Ihii  dinner,  aa  I  had  heard  notUng  bat  good  of 
her;  bat  1  am  now  diaabnaed  on  her  tntijeat:  A»  ia  pact  her  first  jonlh,  had  nrj 
little  inatraoUon,  la  inoonaeqnent,  and  aobjeot  to  cantlon ;  but  haring  Bradad,  with 
oneof  her  prcteaidera,  her  repntattonha*  been  OBBmilted  bjthahadfcith  of  a  friaM^ 


1786.J  TO  MISS  HANNAH  MORS.  HI 

How  should  IP  I  am  not  fortunate  enough  to  know  all  your 
talents ;  nay,  I  question  whether  yon  yourself  suspect  all  you  possess. 
Your  '  Bas  Bleu '  is  in  a  style  very  different  from  any  of  your  other 
productions  that  I  have  seen ;  and  this  letter,  which  shows  your 
intuition  into  the  degeneracy  of  our  language,  has  a  yein  of  humour 
and  satire  that  could  not  be  calculated  from  your  *  Bas  Bleu/  in 
which  good-nature  and  good-humour  had  made  a  great  deal  of 
learning  wear  all  the  ease  of  fiuniliarity.  I  did  wish  you  to  write 
another  *  Percy/  but  Ibeg  now  that  you  will  first  produce  a  specimen 
of  off  the  yarious  manners  in  whic^  you  can  shine;  for,  since  you 
are  as  modest  as  if  your  issue  were  Ql^timate,  I  don't  know  but^ 
like  some  females  really  in  fault,  you  would  stifle  some  of  your  pretty 
injEEmts,  rather  than  be  detected  and  blush. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  beseech  you  not  only  to  print  your  Specimen 
of  the  language  that  is  to  be  in  fashion,  but  have  it  entered  at 
Stationers'  Hall ;  or  depend  upon  it,  if  ever  a  copy  falls  into  the 
hands  of  a  fine  gentleman  yet  unborn,  who  shall  be  able  both  to  read 
and  write,  he  will  adopt  your  letter  for  his  own,  and  the  Gtdimatias 
will  give  the  ton  to  the  Court,  as  Euphues  did  near  two  hundred  years 
ago;  and  then  you  will  have  corrupted  our  language  instead  of 
defending  it:  and  surely  it  is  not  your  interest,  Madam,  to  have  pure 
English  grow  obsolete. 

If  you  do  not  promise  to  grant  my  request,  I  will  show  your  letter 
eyerywhere  to  those  that  are  worthy  of  seeing  it;  that  is,  indeed,  in 
very  few  places ;  for  you  $hatt  haye  the  honour  of  it.  It  is  one  of 
those  compositions  that  proye  themselyes  standards,  by  b^;etting 
imitations ;  and  if  the  genuine  parent  is  unknown,  it  will  be  ascribed 
to  eyerybody  that  is  supposed  (in  his  own  set)  to  haye  more  wit  than 
the  rest  of  (lie  world.  I  should  be  diyerted,  I  own,  to  hear  it  fidntly 
disayowed  by  some  who  would  wish  to  pass  for  its  authors :  but  still 
there  is  more  pleasure  in  doing  justice  to  merit,  than  in  drawing  yain 
pretensions  into  a  scrape ;  and  therefore  I  think  you  and  I  had 
better  be  honest  and  acknowledge  it,  though  to  you  (for  I  am  out  of 


on  whoM  fideUty  ihe  repoMd  henelf ;  she  la,  therefore,  fiUlen  into  derotlon,  goes  no 
more  to  ipeetMles,  and  pUj  is  detested  it  her  honae.  Though  she  affects  a  mortal 
•erioos,  I  obserFod  that  her  eyes  were  of  intelligence  with  those  of  Sir  James,  near 
whom  I  had  taken  care  to  plant  myself,  though  this  is  always  a  sacrifice  which  eesta. 
Bir  James  is  a  great  sayer  of  nothings ;  it  is  a  spoilt  mind,  fall  of  fiitnity  and  preten- 
sion :  his  oonTersation  is  a  tissae  of  impertinences,  and  the  had  tone  which  reigns  at 
present  has  pnt  the  last  hand  to  Us  defects.  He  makes  bat  little  care  of  his  word  ; 
bnt^  as  he  lends  himself  to  whaterer  is  proposed  of  amnsing,  the  women  all  throw 
themselves  at  his  head.    Adien  t  "•— fiiBmr. 
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the  qaeetaon,  but  as  eyidenee)  it  will  be  painftil ;  ibr  tiiongh  tibf 
proverb  says,  "  Tell  truth  and  ahame  the  devil,"  I  believe  he  is 
never  half  so  much  oonfounded  as  a  oertain  amiable  yonjig  gentle- 
woman, who  is  discovered  to  have  more  taste  and  abilities  tbaii  she 
ever  ventured  to  ascribe  to  hereelf  even  in  the  most  private  diakgoss 
with  her  own  heart,  especially  when  that  native  fifiend  is  so  pure  as 
to  have  no  oecaai<»i  to  make  allowanoes  even  Ibr  setf-Iovo.  For  my 
part,  lam  most  seriously oUiged  to  yoi,  MadiaWi for  aoagreeaUeaad 
kind  a  communioatiaiL 


8847.    TO  SIB  HOBACB  MAH9. 

Yotm  letter  of  Miaioh  16th,  written  by  your  own  hand,  came  most 
welcome  to  me  yesterday ;  for  your  nephew,  who,  I  tnnt,  is  now 
with  you,  received  one  written  by  your  servant  just  before  he  set  out 
for  Florence.  As  it  mentioned  a  return  of  your  bleeding,  it  alarmed 
me,  for  that  is  no  gouty  symptom ;  but,  as  you  again  write,  I  flatter 
myself  the  discharge  will  be  a  remedy  instead  of  a  disorder.  My 
gout  is  gone,  but  has  left  a  vicegerent  more  persecuting  than 
itself;  I  mean,  Ihe  rheumatism.  In  diort,  you  must  not  talk 
of  age  to  me,  who  am  as  much  broken  as  if  I  was  an  hundred. 
General  Oglethorpe,  who  sometimes  visits  me,  and  who  is  ninety-five, 
has  the  activity  of  youth  when  compared  wilh  me.  His  eyes,  ears, 
articulation,  limbs,  and  memory  would  suit  a  boy,  if  a  boy  cofdd 
recollect  a  century  backwards.  His  teeth  are  gone ;  he  is  a  flhadow, 
and  a  wrinkled  one;  but  his  spirits  and  his  spirit  are  in  foil  bloom: 
two  years  and  ahalf  f^,he  challenged  a  nei^bouringgentlananfor 
trespassing  on  hismanor.  /could  carry  a  cannon  as  eanly  as  let  off 
a  pstol.  niere  is  indeed  a  circumstance  (hat  makes  me  think 
myself  an  antediluvian :  I  have  literally  seen  wvm  descents  in  one 
family.  I  do  not  believe  Oglethorpe '  can  boast  of  recollecting  a 
longer  genealogy.  In  diort,  I  was  schoolfellow  of  the  two  last  Earls  of 
Waldegrave,  and  used  to  go  to  play  with  them  in  the  holidays  when 
I  was  about  twelve  years  did.  They  lived  with  their  grandbnoflMi^ 
natural  daughter  of  James  11.  One  evening  while  I  was  tiiere,  came 
in  her  mother,  Mrs,  Cbdfirey,'  tbat  Swing's  mistress — ancient  in  tndl^ 


^  The  old  Gbnera],  made  MemoimbtobjFope  Mid  Boiwdl.  He  wm  4!«Mifcf«4M  jmm 
older  than  Walpole.-— CowiveHAX. 

'  Mn.  Oodfrej  was  aicter  of  John  Doke  of  Marlborovgh,  and  by  King  Jamee  vaa 
mother  of  the  Dake  of  Berwick  and  the  taX  Lady  Waldegnkve;   she  aftarviitb 
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and  SO  siqieraimtiated  that  she  soaras  seemed  to  know  where  she  was. 
I  saw  her  another  tone  in  her  ohair  in  Si  James's  Park,  and  have 
a  peifeot  idea  of  her  hoe,  which  was  pale,  roond,  and  sleek.  Begin 
with  her ;  then  count  her  daughtery  Lady  Waldegrave ;  then  the 
laiter's  son,  the  Ambassador ;  his  danghter.  Lady  Harriot  Beard ;  * 
her  danghter,  the  present  Dowager  Oonntess  of  Powis;  and  her 
daoghtery  Lady  COiye — there  are  six :  and  the  last  now  lies  in  of  a 
son,  and  mfjtd  hate  done  so  six  or  seren  yean  ago,  had  she  married 
at  fourteen.  When  one  has  beheld  such  a  pedigree,  one  may  say, 
''And  yet  I  am  iu^  sixty-seyen  I ''  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  not 
another  patriarchal  characteristic  to  tell  yon,  that  my  great-niece, 
Mrs.  Fitnoy,'  is  brought  to  bed  of  the  fifty-sixth  of  my  nephews 
and  nieces,  and  the  present  Lady  WaldegraTe  is  in  a  fidr  way  ot 
addcDg  another  to  the  catalogue. 

I  am  not  surprised  that  Mozzi  finds  there  is  some  diffisrence 
between  being  the  gallant,  when  young,  of  an  old  woman — and  the 
husband,  when  elderly,  of  a  girl :  methinks,  he  might  haye  con- 
cluded so  without  making  the  experimeni  Mr.  Buane  has,  I 
belieye,  left  his  collection  to  his  nephew,  and  money  enough  to  pre- 
serye  it  ;*  and  the  man  is  a  lawyer  too^  to  not  likely  to  be  ruined: 
therefore,  Mozzi's  present,  which  is  handsome,  will  be  welcome. 

Your  Lord  Oowper  and  his  Knighthood  of  Si  Hubert  is  peddling 
lunacy.  I  find  that  our  madmen,  though  they  do  not  oome  to  their 
senses  abroad,  degenerate  by  transplantatien.  (barters  and  orders 
are  simple  things  in  themsdyes,  but  suceedaneums  to  them  are  quite 
contemptible.  An  English  Earl  stooping  to  be  a  Knight  of  Si 
Hubert  is  as  if  a  tiger  should  be  proud  ot  being  admitted  into  some 
order  among  oats  I  I  think  he  had  better  haye  bought  one  of  the 
Pope^shats;  and  iiien,  at  leasi  he  would  haye  been  j>e;paife.  I  literally 
remember  a  mad  foreigner  at  Paris  (I  forget  of  what  country),  who 
had  a  rage  of  uniyeisal  knighthood,  and  used  to  appear  at  the 
flieatres  with  a  different  coloured  ribbon  eyery  nighi  The  Gbyem- 
ment  forbad  his  beii^  a  Knight  of  the  Si  Espit,  but  left  all  the 

■lanied  Oolonel  Qodfrey,  by  whom  she  had  iMdj  Falmoath  ind  Mn.  Dnnch.  See  aa 
Meooni  ef  Mn.  Oodfr^  in  the '  Mtaolfee  de  Qraamoni.'— Walpou. 

>  Heprietta^oidjdiiighterof  Jamee^ibrt  IeriofWaldegfftTe,w»aBuuEflid«ol4^ 
Edward  Hethert,  brother  of  the  laat  Harqois  of  Powii,  bj  whom  aha  had  an  only 
dMghter,  Bsrbaia,  first  Countess  orPowiB.—WA&PouL 

*  I«n»  KeiH^L— WALTOkK 

*  Most  of  it^  howerer,  coDsisting  of  piciares,  drawings  by  Hossey,  and  antique^ 
were  sold  by  unction.  His  gold  aniiqae  medals  Mr.  Doane  bad  sold  himself  to  Dr. 
Kmlec; — WaLtoui 
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otber  stripes  in  Europe's  rainbow  to  his  option.    I  have  seen  him 
Companion  of  the  Ghui;er,  Bath,  and  Thistle  by  turns. 

I  have  no  news  to  send  to  you  or  yonr  nephew.  The  Hoase  of 
Commons  eould  not  adjourn  for  Easter,  as  for  ten  days  they  could 
not  get  a  House  to  choose  a  committee  on  the  Buckinghamshire 
Petition ;  so,  the  Speaker  and  two  clerks  were  forced  to  go  and  sit 
every  day  in  empty  walls :  your  nephew  must  explain  this  paragraph 
to  you,  as  it  would  be  too  long  for  a  letter.  A  committee  is  choe^ 
at  last,  but  nothing  is  advanced.  The  motion  of  Reform  ct  Parlia- 
ment is  deferred  till  next  week.  The  Irish  business  hangs  off  too ; 
and  the  House  sits  now  till  midnight,  hearing  counsel  from  Man- 
chester against  some  of  the  late  taxes.  The  east  wind  lasts  too^  so 
that  in  every  respect  it  looks  like  the  bq^inning  of  winter;  and  one 
so  long  neither  Oglethorpe  nor  I  remember.  The  sight  <tf  your 
nephew,  I  hope,  has  revived  you ;  it  is  more  than  I  can  say  that  my 
fifty-six  have  effected  for  me. 
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As  I  have  received  a  letter  £rom  yourself  since  your  nephew  set 
out,  and  none  from  him,  I  flatter  myself  that  he  found  you  well 
I  have  had  nothing  to  tell  you  worth  writing ;  and,  though  I  begin 
a  letter  from  my  usual  regidarity,  I  know  not  how  it  will  get  on,  nor 
whether  I  shall  be  able  to  despatch  it  without  more  ballast  I  know 
nothing  but  what  all  Europe  knows,  that  there  is  a  general  drought 
and  no  grass.  Of  conversation,  the  chief  topic  is  air-balloons.  A 
French  girl,  daughter  of  a  dancer,  has  made  a  voyage  into  the 
clouds,  and  nobody  has  yet  broken  a  neck ;  so,  neither  good  nor 
harm  has  hitherto  been  produced  by  these  aerial  enterprises. 
[Neither  politics  nor  feshion  have  fiirmshed  any  novelties ;  so  that, 
if  I  continue  my  monthly  tribute,  you  must  be  content  with  its 
being  of  no  more  value  than  a  peppercorn. 

I  am  inclined  to  wish  that  Mrs.  Damer  would  make  you  another 
visit.  She  is  very  delicate,  and  often  out  of  order ;  and  certainly 
was  better  for  her  Italian  journey.  She  is  engaged  on  an  extra- 
ordinary work.  There  is  just  built  a  new  bridge  of  stone  over  the 
Thames  at  Henley,  which  is  dose  to  Park-place.  Mrs.  Damer 
ofiEered  to  make  two  gigantic  masks  of  the  Thame  and  IsiSy  for  the 
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key-fltones,  and  actually  modelled  ihem:  and  a  statuary  waa  to 
execute  them.  I  said*  'VOh  I  it  will  be  imagined  that  you  had  little 
hand  in  them :  you  must  perfonn  them  yourself.''  ^e  consented. 
The  *  Thame '  is  an  old  marine  god,  is  finished,  and  put  up ;  and, 
they  say,  has  a  prodigious  effeot  She  is  now  at  work  on  the  '  Isis;' 
a  most  beantifdl  njrmph's  hcop  simple  as  the  antique,  but  quite  a 
new  beauty.  The  idea  was  taken  from  Mrs.  Freeman,  of  Fawley 
Court,  a  neighbour  of  General  Oonway.  The  key-stones  of  a  oounty 
bridge  caired  by  a  young  lady  is  an  unparalleled  curiosity  I  The 
originals  in  terra-ootta  are  now  exhibiting  at  the  Boyal  Academy ; 
with  a  model  of  the  same  material  of  two  kittens,  by  her  too.  She  has 
a  HJngnlar  talent  for  catching  the  characters  of  animals.  I  haye  two 
Dogs  sleeping,  by  her,  (which  she  has  since  executed  in  marble  for 
her  brother,*  the  Buke  of  Bichmond,)  that  are  perfection.  We  have 
besides  a  young  statuary,  one  Proctor,  who  is  maryellous.  He  has 
gained  the  prizes  in  drawing,  painting,  and  sculpture;  and  now 
exhibits  a  model  in  terra-cotta  of  *  Ixion,'  less  than  life,  which  is 
a  prodigy  of  anatomy,  with  all  the  freedom  of  nature.  Miss  Boyle,' 
a  grand-daughter  of  Sir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  and  a  Miss 
Ogle,  Bchdar  of  Mrs.  Damer,  model  admirably  too,  and  the  first 
paints  in  oiL  My  brother.  Sir  Edward,  said,  that  we  haye  so  many 
miracles  in  painting  and  music,  that  they  cease  to  be  any  miracles 
at  alL  I  confess,  in  the  former  I  see  few  that  attain  the  degree  of 
doctor ;  of  the  others  I  am  no  judge. 

There  has  been  an  enormous  fire  in  Southwark,  which  has 
destroyed  some  acres  of  buildings  and  some  yessels.  It  happened 
amongst  magazines  of  turpentine,  pil^  tar,  and  hemp ;  and  has 
besides  consumed  to  the  yalue  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds  sterling  of  tea,  which  the  East  India  Company  had  just 
purchased  at  Ostend  to  anticipate  the  smugglers.  One  must  be 
mighty  prone  to  compassion  before  one  can  feel  for  the  Company, 
and  must  quite  forget  their  atrocious  deeds  in  India.  My  bowcds 
shall  be  sent  thither,  (as  those  of  our  ancestors  used  to  be  to  the 
Holy  Land,)  sooner  than  to  Leadenhall  Street 

As  I  heard  that  the  great  question  of  Ireland  was  to  be  decided 

'  Gharlee^  third  Doke  of  Biehmonil,  married  Lidj  lliiy  Bmei^  dsn^tflr  of  Ltdj 
Ajlesbary,  and  Kalf-dBter  to  Mn.  Damer. — Walpoli. 

*  Charlotte,  seoond  dan^^ter  of  Sir  Charles  Hanbniy  William^  married  Oaptaia 
Walaiogham  Bojle,  brother  of  the  Earl  of  ShannoiL — Walpou. 
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yestaiAj,  aid  H  being  of  no  eooseqtieiMe  lAeft  my  kMer  set  aai,  I 
detained  it  till  it  oocdd  haTe  meie  dignify.  I  em  bai^lj  now  teB 
you  the  sum  total,  none  of  the  portieiilaiB;  fer  I  hare  eeeii  no 
Member  of  the  HooBe  of  CkMnmcns.  The  boAnees  is  not  finished, 
for  the  House  was  only  in  a  oamBiittoe:  yet  yos  may  look  upon  it 
as  determined ;  ft?  Ifo.  Pitt  had  so  great  a  majority  to  fcvonr  his 
propQsitioBs»  that  iiiere  is  no  doubt  but  ibey  will  pBm  triumpkanfly. 
Hie  eommittee  sat  tiU  past  eight  this  mormng ;  ttie  numbers  were, 
281  for  the  Ooort,  165  ht  tiie  Oppositioa.  The  oompletioQ  ^  that 
affiur,  and  of  the  taxes,  whioih  wero  pfeqposed  last  Mo&day,  wiD 
probably  eondnde  the  session ;  and^  eartihly  business  being  adjusted, 
all  the  world  will  be  at  leisure  to  traTel  the  air^— ^lot  that  terrestrial 
matteit  have  iatemtpted  balloons.  Mr.  Windham,  the  Member  for 
Motwioh,  who  was  with  yon  not  long  ago,  has  made  a  royage  into 
the  ekrads^  and  was  in  danger  of  &Uing  to  senf  A,  and  being  «Afp- 
wreckmL 

Yesterday  serenniglKt,  as  I  was  eoming  down  stairs  at  Straw- 
berry, to  my  ehaise,  my  honsdceeper  told  me  that  if  I  wonld 
go  into  the  garden  I  might  see  a  balloon ;  so  I  did,  and  so  hig^ 
that  though  the  san  shone,  I  oonld  scarce  discern  it,  and  not  bigger 
tiian  my  snnff-boz.  It  had  set  out  privatdy  from  Monbey,  in  my 
neij^boarhood,  and  went  higher  than  any  airgonaut  had  yetreaohed. 
But  Mr.  Windham,  aootd  Sadler  his  pflet,  w«b  near  meeting  &e 
fate  of  loaros ;  and  thongh  they  did  land  saC^,  their  bhdder-Teflsd 
flew  away  again,  and  may  be  drowned  in  the  moon  for  what  we 
know  I  Three  mmre  balloons  sail  to-day ;  in  short,  we  diall  haTe  a 
prodigious  navy  in  the  air,  and  then  what  signiies  haraig  lost  Ae 
empiie  of  the  oeean  P 


asia.  TO  ant  horactb  MAirir. 

Mcbg  29. 1785. 

Plbased  as  I  was  by  hearing  from  year  nephew»  I  an  mnch 
more  delighted,  my  dear  Sir,  to  see  your  hand  again.  Yet  I  most 
chide  you  for  writing  so  much,  though  at  intervals,  when  yon  are 
weak  and  in  bed.  Yonr  nephew  told  me  your  congh  was  tronUe- 
some ;  but  I  hope  the  warm  weather  will  quite  remove  it  Never 
was  so  trying  a  wtnt» :  everybody  has  suflfered  but  the  physieians 
and  apothecaries.  We  are  still  wanting  rain,  and  are  treated  like 
Egyptians  by  insects. 
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Yoa  haTa  aoied  like  jaandi,  ud  &e  yoonger  ffir  Horace  has 
acted  like  the  elder,  about  IfiBa  Liie3r's '  maniage.  I  do  not  know 
the  tpoio,  but  am  oontented  with  your  aooount  ^i  Mm,  and  approye 
of  his  name.  It  is  quite  right  not  to  oppose  the  indinations  df  the 
young  idien  there  are  no  rery  striking  or  disgracefiil  olgections. 
As  to  great  estates  and  tides,  what  securities  are  theyP  Half  our 
nobility  are  undone,  and  erery  day  going  into  exile,  from  their  own 
ei>travaganoe« 

I  saw  with  eoDcem  in  the  new^pers,  two  days  ago,  that  their 
Neapolitan  Majesties  were  Tisiting  your  Florentine  Arch-Graoes, 
and  I  dreaded  tiieir  harassiiig  you  and  putting  you  to  expense :  but 
jrour  indisposition  must  give  you  a  dispensation,  and  is  even  lightened 
tome  by  its  saTing  you  &tigue.  I  have  no  objection  to  their  playing 
at  Naumachias.  It  were  well  if  sovereigns  would  be  content  with 
mock  fights,  and  not  sport  with  the  Uves  of  their  subjects.  The 
battle  of  the  Bridge  at  Pisa  is  more  glorious  than  invading  the 
Scheldt  Two  days  ago  there  was  a  report  oi  the  Daup/dn's  death, 
and  was  said  to  come  from  Lord  Sydney,  Secretary  of  State.  He 
was  asked,  if  true  f  He  rqdied,  <^I  sai^  Lord  Oodolphin**  So  he 
is,  and  has  given  four  thousand  pounds  a  year  to  Lord  Francis 
Osborne,  second  son  of  the  other  Secretary  of  State,  Lord  Oar- 
martben,'  who  himself  inherits  three  thousand  a  year  more. 

I  am  barren  of  other  news.  The  House  of  Commons  sits,  on 
taxes  and  the  Irish  propositions,  but  is  thinly  attmded.  I  shall 
settie  at  Strawberry  in  about  a  week;  but  cannot  have  less  to  tell 
you  than  I  have  at  present  Your  nephew,  I  hope,  will  stay  witli 
you  till  you  are  quite  recovered.  What  a  nephew  t  I  cannot  boast 
of  such  an  one  in  my  extensive  nepotism ;  and  yet  I  have  a  few 
very  good.  An  adopted  one.  Lord  Waldegrave,*  is  excellent.  Most 
of  my  nieces  are  unexceptionable.  That  is  a  great  deal  to  say  in  an 
age  not  rigorous,  and  dF  ample  license.  I  wonder  our  women  are 
not  nmoh  worse ;  for  our  newspapers  are  so  indiscriminately  scur- 
rilous, to  the  great  joy  of  devout  old  women,  that  pretty  young 
women  might  be  hardened,  and  tmst  to  not  being  worse  treated 
than  many  who  are  blameless.    I  have  no  patience  with  hags  who 

*  Jamei  Mann,  only  son  of  Bdwtrd  lAmlmL  Mum,  eldest  hrother  of  Sir  Horace 
Mam,  aen.,  waa  going  to  be  married  to  Lnej,  eldest  danghter  of  Sir  Horaoe,  Jun.-* 
Walpoul 

«  Franeis,  only  son  of  the  Duke  of  Loeds,  by  Lady  Maxy  Godolphin. — Walpota 

*  Qeorge,  ftmrih  Earl  of  Waldegrare,  married  to  his  eoiudn.  Lady  Laora  Walde- 
gmtew  daqg^r  of  the  Dnehesa  of  Oloaoester.— Walpoli. 
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liaye  no  temptations,  and  flunk  fliai  frequent  ohuich-going  sathorisei 
them  to  spread  soandal  from  Sunday  noon  to  next  Sunday  moniing. 
There  is  not  so  noxious  an  animal  as  an  ugly  old  harridan,  who 
thinks  herself  religious  the  moment  she  heoomes  a  disagreeable 
object ;  though  she  dhooses  to  forget  that  Ghaiity  is  preferable  to 
Fa^th  and  Hope,  or  interprets  Charity  to  mean  nothing  but  giYiDg 
alms.  They  have  more  oeoasion  to  carry  a  pooket-^ass  than  t 
handsome  woman — ^to  put  them  in  mind  ci  their  own  death's  heads. 

I  said,  at  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  that  I  rejoiced  to  see  your 
handwriting;  yet  I  beg  you  not  to  giye  me  that  treat  often.  A  line 
from  your  nephew,  if  it  tells  me  you  mend,  will  content  me.  I  ha?e 
frequently  written  to  you  by  proxy ;  and,  in  truth,  my  letters  require 
nor  deserve  answers.  I  hare  so  much  abandoned  a  world  that  is  too 
juveuile  for  me,  and  hare  so  £9W  connections  with  it  left,  fliat  my 
correspondence  can  haye  neither  noyelty  nor  spirit  in  it ;  and  there- 
fore, except  to  you,  I  scarce  write  a  letter  of  ten  lines  in  a  numtii, 
and  seldom  but  on  business,  of  which  too  I  haye  yery  little.  A  tern 
antiquaries  and  yirtuosos  now  and  then  consult  me,  because  my 
oracle,  from  its  ancientry,  is  become  respected ;  but  my  deyotees  ask 
mo  simple  questions,  and  in  my  responses  I  generally  plead  igno- 
rance, and  often  with  truth.  My  reading  or  writing  has  seldom  had 
any  object  but  my  own  amusement;  aod,  haying  giyen  oyer  the 
trade,  I  had  rather  my  customers  went  to  another  shop.  The  pro- 
fession of  author  is  trifling ;  but,  idien  any  eharlaUmerie  is  siqwr- 
added,  it  is  a  contemptible  one.  To  puff  one's  self  is  to  be  a 
mountebank,  and  swallowing  wind  as  well  as  yendiog  ii 

I  do  not  answer  your  nephew's  letter  in  form ;  for  formal  it  wooll 
be  when  you  see  I  haye  so  little  to  say,  except  to  thank  him  for  it, 
and  for  his  most  amiable  tenderness  and  care  <rf  you.  Nay,  wzitzng 
to  one  is  writing  to  both :  one  loyes  two  Sir  Horaces  as  one :  your 
hearts  are  as  much  the  same  as  your  names,  and  to  write  to  yon 
separately  would  be  making  a  distinction  in  your  unity.  I  am  glad 
the  cousins  are  to  be  one  too.  Adieu  I  I  long  to  hear  fliat  you  do 
not  lie  in  bed  but  at  nighi 


8850.    TO  THS  OOITKTBSS  OF  0S80BT. 

BerbeUff  Sgman,  June  7, 17Sft. 

Though  you  had  declared  yourself  on  the  wing.  Madam,  you  took 
your  flight  before  I  was  aware,  or  I  should  haye  attempted  to  make 
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yoQ  a  parting  bow.  People,  wbo  have  paid  fheir  bOLsy  are  not  apt  to 
fly  firom  town  so  rapidly.  You  have  time  to  cooly  indeed,  perhaps  not 
to  dry  yourselves,  for  June,  that  is  not  often  in  debt  for  rain,  seems 
likely  to  disdharge  all  his  arrears.  I  question,  however,  whether  a 
deluge  will  replace  the  leaves  before  the  midsummer  shoots :  the 
tops  of  all  my  elms  are  as  naked  as  in  the  first  days  of  November ; 
chaffers  and  nabobs,  I  mean  caterpillarsy  have  stripped  them  stark. 

Mr.  B.  wrote,  I  conclude,  when  he  was  mad  or  drank,  probably 
the  latter,  for  he  seems  to  have  had  sober  intervals  enough  to  flatter 
every  man  who  is  or  may  be  a  Minister;  his  advertisement  is  of  a 
piece  with  Miss  Bellamy's. 

The  poor  milkwoman's '  poetry  is  published,  and  the  charity,  I 
imagine,  equal  whether  by  subscribing  or  buying  the  book.  She  seems 
to  have  a  conscious  dignity  of  mind,  which  I  like  better  than  her 
verses,  and  which  is  a  greater  rarity  than  middling  poets  or  even 
than  middling  poetesses ;  I  am  a  little  sick  of  the  Hayleys  and  Miss 
Sewards,  who  are  like  common  milkwomen  who  borrow  tankards 
and  flowers  of  all  their  acquaintance  for  Mayday. 

You  tell  me,  Madam,  that  you  only  wrote  to  receive  a  letter ;  you 
do  receive  only  your  own  letter  back  again,  paragraph  by  paragraph. 
In  truth  I  am  superannuated,  and  know  nothing,  do  nothing,  am  fit 
for  nothing.  I  have  been  three  days  alone  at  Strawberry,  and 
nowhere  else  but  to  dine  at  Gunnersbury  last  Friday,  with  the 
Conways,  Harcourts,  Mount-Edgcumbee,  and  Mrs.  Howe.  I  expected 
that  I^uly  Harcourt  would  every  now  and  then  say  your  Mqjesty 
instead  of  yowr  JSayal  Highness.  My  Lord,  too,  is  quite  Count 
Castiglione,  the  p^ect  courtier.  (General  Conway,  who  never 
remembers  what  anybody  is  or  was,  asked  him,  on  speaking  of 
Handel's  music  at  Westminster  Abbey,  whether  his  Lordship  had 
been  in  waiting  I  concluding  he  was  a  lord  of  the  bedchamber.  • 

This  is  all  my  journal  contains.  Madam ;  but  what  better  can  you 
expect  finom  a  StrulbrugP  and  one  so  insipid  as  to  be  content  with 
being  so  P  Nay,  it  is  not  an  unpleasant  state.  Having  outEved  all 
one's  passions  and  pursuits,  and  not  having  acquired  avarice  in  lieu, 
one  sits  down  tranquilly  like  an  old  sailor  that  has  been  in  many 
storms,  and  sees  the  crowd  bustling  and  jostling,  or  playing  the  fool, 
and  feels  the  comfort  of  idleness  and  indifference,  and  the  holiday 
luxury  of  having  nothing  to  do.  Don't  you  think  the  retired  trades- 
man, whose  journal  is  in  '  The  Spectator,'  was  a  happy  being  P    He 

>  Anne  Teanlqr. — CmnnaBAB. 
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played  with  his  cat,  and  sizoUed  to  Moiher  Bedci^'s,  if  &e  wwfter 
was  Mr,  and  had  no  tmeasinesSy  but  when  his  friend  ihiB  paKticsiaa 
(I  forget  hifi  name)  jmgnoatioated  war.  There  I  am  happier :  I  am 
past  and  below  poUtioal  apprehensions^  and  hare  so  litde  time  leA, 
that  the  ereots  of  all  fiitiirily  might  as  wdl  disturb  my  imaginaiiop, 
asy  perhapsy  the  next  that  are  to  happen.  Et«i  retama  of  pain,  cf 
whieh  I  have  suffered  so  mnoh,  haye  little  terror  for  ma :  I  cannot 
feel  a  qmarter  of  what  I  have  felt,  Imeaninpoinf  of  dnratioii;  and 
shonld  they  be  violent^  I  have  not  siarodgth  to  stmggla  witk  theoL 
But  I  beg  yonr  pardon.  Madam,  thongh  I  can  bat  smile  with  thinkiag 
how  you  will  be  disappointed  on  reoeiving,  instead  of  a  letter.  Urn 
reflections  of  a  Strulbrog  on  his  own  inani^.  When  Swift  drew  the 
character,  he  did  not  know  it  PoormanI  the  torbolence  of  his  own 
temper,  and  the  apprehensions  of  his  own  decay,  made  him  oonceife 
it  as  a  miserable  condition :  on  the  contrary,  it  is  afanost  a  gay  coe^ 
when  one  can  be  sensible  of  it^  and  of  all  ibi  enjoyments.  I  would 
tell  you  more  of  it,  Madam,  if  it  were  capable  of  any  variety ;  bat 
as  ite  nniformity  is  one  of  its  felicities,  you  people  d  the  world  who 
hare  no  taste  for  sameness,  would  not  be  div^ted  with  the  partteolars. 
To-morrow,  and  to-morrow,  and  to-morrow — all  alike.  Tonton  is  as 
principal  an  actor  as  iiie  tradesman's  cat ;  but  he  has  more  Tivacity, 
though  he  is  not  mad,  as  your  Ladyship  apprehended,  when  he  hit 
Lord  Ossory's  finger ;  indeed,  he  can  bite  bat  little  more  tiian  your 
obedient  servant,  his  master. 


%UL    TO  THS  OOUHTBaS  OF  OiflOBT. 

loivB  your  Ladyship  a  thousand  thanks  for  the  crown  of  laurd 
you  sent  me :  I  tried  it  on  immediately ;  bat  it  certainly  was  never 
made  for  me ;  it  was  a  vast  deal  too  big,  and  did  not  fit  me  at  all ; 
it  must  haye  been  designed  for  one  of  double  my  size.  Besides,  as 
I  never  wear  so  much  as  a  hat,  it  would  make  my  head  ache  ami 
then,  too,  as  nobody  in  the  village  has  worn  a  aprig  of  laurel  siaoe 
Mr.  Pope's  death,  good  Lord !  how  my  ndghbours  would  stare,  if  I 
should  appear  with  a  chaplet,  to  whkh  I  have  no  mora  tiUe  than 
Lord  de  Ferrers  to  the  Earldom  of  Leicester.  I  will  not  be  such  a 
bear  as  to  send  back  your  Ladyship's  £eivour :  but  if  you  would  give 
me  leave  to  present  it  to  poor  Mr.  Hayley,  or  Mr.  Cumberland,  who 
ruin  themselves  in  new  kureU  every  day,  it  would  make  them  as 
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hup^  ms  prinoeB;  and  I  daie  wmmg  tiitl  ctfhar  of  fhem  WDoli 
write  an  ode  upoA  yoo,  not  qvite  to  good  perhapB,  jot  wiflim  a 
Irandved  thomgid  degrees  as  esioellfloit  as  Msjor  Sootfs,  and  at  kast 
better  than  Mr.  Warbm's.  Ebwevar^  fliotig^  I  am  no  poet,  yet  I 
doQH  know  what  I  may  aome  to,  if  I  Vne.  I  have  jnst  writian  the 
life  of  a  young  lady  in  Teree ;  in  wUsh,  perhaps,  I  haTe  too  much 
afleeted  brevity,  though  had  I  ohoeen  to  spin  it  oat  by  a  number  ot 
fiopsr  names,  more  fiJaehoods,  anda  tderable  qnanliiy  of  aoaehro- 
nisms,  ihero  was  matter  enough  to  have  fiimished  as  many  vdames 
as  Miss  Bellamy's  '  Mamoiis.'  Mine  I  have  oompcised  in  these  four 

fines:-— 

IMj  1PM  a  fielfy  bmU  ; 

Pftt^  wtm  d  men  sfrtid ; 

Pfttty  grew  lier  fetZB  to  loee, 

Aal  gnw  m  bows,  da  loit  kar  WMi 

As  the  worid  is  now  so  orerstoeked  with  aneedotes,  I  don't  know 
whether  it  wiU  not  be  advisable  for  foturo  Engiidi  biographers  to  aim 
at  my  oondseness,  and  eonfine  themseives  to  qnatndns.  Sr* 
Johnson's  history,  though  he  is  going  to  have  as  many  lives  as  a  eai; 
might  be  reduced  to  four  lines ;  but  I  shall  wait,  to  extraet  the 
qmntessenoe,  tillSir  John  Hawkins,  Madame  Piozzi,  and  Mr.  Boeweli 
have  prodaced  their  quartos.  Apropos,  Madam,  f  other  night  I  was 
sitting  with  Mrs.  Y esey ;  there  was  very  Utile  light ;  arrived  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  and  a  person  whom  I  took  for  Mr.  BoswelL  I 
sewed  up  my  monfli,  and,  though  he  addressed  me  two  or  three 
times,  I  answered  nothing  but  yes  or  no.  Just  as  he  was  going 
away,  I  found  out  that  it  was  Mr.  Bichard  Burke,  and  endeavoured 
to  repair  my  caustiGity.  I  am  not  quite  in  charity  with  Sir  Joshua ; 
he  desired  to  come  and  see  my  marvellous  Henry  YII. ;  when  he 
saw  it,  he  said, ''  It  is  in  the  old  hard  Flemish  manner."  For  hard, 
it  is  so  bold,  that  it  is  one  of  tiie  great  reasons  for  doubting  its 
antiquity ;  and  for  flemish,  there  is  nothing  Flenush  in  it,  except  a 
ekiaro  scuro,  as  masterly  as  Bubens's ;  but  it  is  not  surprising  that 
Sir  Joshua  should  dislike  colouring  that  has  lasted  so  longi 

I  went  lart  week  to  see  a  new  piece,  by  O'Eeeffe,  my  fovourite 
author,  next  to  Major  Scott.  Harry  Fox  was  in  the  box.  I  asked 
him  if  he  had  ever  seen  ^!Ilie  Agreeable  Surprise ; '  he  said.  No ;  I 
cried  it  up  to  the  heavens.  He  was  much  surprised  at '  The  Beggar 
on  Horseback,'  and  asked  me  if  '  The  Beggar  on  Horseback '  was 
like  'He  Agreeable  Surprise.'  The  new  piece  is  very  low,  to  be 
sure,  and  yet  it  diverted  me ;  but  you  know  I  like  extremes,  and 
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next  to  perfect  wit,  perfect  mmamae,  when  it  is  origbiaL  A  aort  of 
folly  I  do  not  admire  is  air  balloona ;  but  I  believe  their  reign  is  over. 
They  say,  Monsieur  Pilatrier  and  another  man  have  been  burnt  to 
cinders,  and  Mr.  Sadler  has  not  been  heard  of  yet 

The  old,  mad,  drunken  Duke  of  ^Norfolk  is  going  to  be  rnanied 
again  to  a  Miss  Eld,  who  is  forfy  years  old  and  a  Ptotestant. 


I  conld  not  finish  my  letter  yesterday,  for  Lord  Sandwich,  who  was 
to  break&st  with  me,  arrived  sooner  than  I  expected.  He  brong^ 
Mr.  I^oble  with  him,  the  author  of  the  *  History  of  the  OromweUs,' 
and  Mr.  Selwyn  came  to  dinner  with  us,  and  the  latter  stayed  all 
nighi  Lord  Sandwich  has  taken  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Noble,  (as 
Hinchinbrook  was  the  residence  of  Oliver,)  and  the  second  edition 
will  be  much  more  accurate  and  curious  than  the  first  I  could  but 
look  with  admiration  at  the  Earl,  who  at  our  age  can  enter  so  warmly 
into  any  pursuits  and  find  them  amusing  I  It  is  pleasant  to  have 
such  spirits,  that,  after  going  through  such  busy  political  scenes,  he 
can  be  diverted  with  carrying  a  white  wand  at  Huidel's  jubilee,  and 
for  two  years  together  I  Bo  you  think  Lord  Lansdowne  would  be 
content  with  being  master  of  the  ceremonies  at  BathP  The  -psfen 
tell  a  different  story  finom  mine  of  poor  Pilatrier's  exit  I  hope  it 
will  prevent  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  *  firom  such  an  expedition.  It  would  be 
silly  to  break  one's  neck  in  going  no  whither ;  don't  you  think  so^ 
Madam  P 
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Jtme  82, 17Sfi. 

Since  I  received  your  book,'  Sir,  I  scarce  ceased  firom  reading  till 
I  had  finished  it ;  so  admirable  I  found  it,  and  so  full  of  good  sense, 
brightiy  delivered.  Nay,  I  am  pleased  with  myself  too,  for  having 
formed  the  same  opinions  with  you  on  several  points,  in  which  we 
do  not  agree  with  the  generality  of  men.  On  some  topics,  I  confess 
firankly,  I  do  not  concur  with  you :  considering  how  many  you  have 
touched,  it  would  be  wonderful  if  we  agreed  on  all,  or  I  should  not 

^  Colonel  Fttspstrlek  went  up  alone  In  a  baUoon,  from  Oxford ;  he  had  engaged  to 
go  with  Mr.  Badkr,  but  jut  at  the  time  of  itarting,  it  waa  foond  to  be  onfii  for  twa 
— R  Yiurov  Smith. 

* ''Hia'Letteia  on  Lltentaxe^'pabliBhed  this  year  under  the  name  of  Heron.  Hm 
book  allnded  to  waa  written  in  earij  yovth,  and  has  many  JnTonile  erode  ideaa,  long 
ainoe  abandoned  by  its  anthor."  Pinherton,  {note  to  LeUer\  in  Waipoiiana,  toL  L 
p.  81.— XJunsnoBAM, 
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be  smoere  if  I  said  I  did.  There  are  oihers  on  whioh  I  have  &nned 
DO  opinion ;  for  I  ahonld  giye  myself  an  impertinent  air,  with  ni 
bmihy  if  I  pretended  to  have  any  knowledge  of  many  subjeotSy  d 
which,  yonng  as  you  are,  yon  seem  to  haTe  made  yourself  master 
Indeed,  I  haTe  gone  deeply  into  nothing,  and  therefore  shall  not 
disooss  those  heads  on  which  we  di£Bear  most ;  as  probably  I  should 
not  defend  my  own  opinions  welL  There  is  but  one  part  of  your 
work  to  whidi  I  will  yenture  any  objection,  though  you  have  con- 
sidered it  much,  and  I  little,  yery  little  indeed,  with  r^ard  to  your 
proposal,  which  to  me  is  but  two  days  old :  I  mean  your  plan  for 
the  improyement  of  our  language,  which  I  allow  has  some  defects, 
and  which  wants  correction  in  seyeral  particulars.  The  specifio 
amendment  which  you  propose,  and  to  which  I  object,  is  the  addition 
of  t^8  and  c^8  to  our  terminations.  To  change  «  for  a  in  the  plural 
number  of  our  substantiyes  and  adjectiyes,  would  be  so  yiol^t  an 
alteration,  that  I  belieye  neither  the  power  of  Power  nor  the  power 
of  Genius  would  be  aUe  to  eflbct  ii  In  most  cases  I  am  conyinoed 
that  yery  strong  innoyaticms  are  more  likely  to  make  impression  than 
small  and  almost  imperceptible  differences,  as  in  religion,  medicine, 
politics,  &0. ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  language  can  be  treated  in  the 
same  manner,  especially  in  a  refined  age. 

When  a  nation  first  emerges  from  barbarism,  two  or  three 
masterly  writers  may  operate  wonders ;  and  the  fewer  the  number 
of  writers,  as  the  number  is  small  at  such  a  period,  the  more 
absolute  is  their  authority.  But  when  a  country  has  been  polish- 
ing itself  for  two  or  three  centuries,  and  when,  consequently, 
authors  are  innumerable,  the  most  super-eminent  genius  (or  who- 
eyer  is  esteemed  so,  though  without  foundation)  possesses  yery 
limited  empire,  and  is  tea  from  meeting  implicit  obedience. 
Eyery  petiy  writer  will  contest  yery  noyel  institutions :  eyery  inch 
of  change  in  any  language  will  be  disputed;  and  the  language 
will  remain  as  it  was,  longer  than  the  tribunal  which  should 
dictate  yery  heterogeneous  alterations.  With  r^ard  to  adding  a 
or  0  to  final  consonants,  consider.  Sir,  should  the  usage  be  adopted, 
what  hayoc  it  would  make  I  AU  our  poetry  would  be  defectiye  in 
metre,  or  would  become  at  once  as  obsolete  as  Chancer ;  and  could 
we  promise  ourselyes,  that,  though  we  should  acquire  better  harmony 
and  more  rhjnnes,  we  should  haye  a  new  crop  of  poets,  to  replace 
Milton,  Dryden,  Ghray,  and,  I  am  sorry  you  will  not  allow  me  to 
add.  Pope  I  You  might  enjoin  our  prose  to  be  reformed,  as  yon  haye 
done  by  the  'Spectator'  in  your  thirty-fourth  Letter;  but  tiy 
Dryden's '  Ode '  by  your  new  institution. 
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I  beg  your  fexioD.  fiv  fliese  imitl  obflerraiioiiB :  I  Bamute  joi  I 
oould  writa  a  latter  ten  tioies  as  long^  if  I  iren  to  apodfy  all  I  like 
in  your  woik.  I  more  tbanlike  most  of  it ;  and  I  am  charmed  wiiii 
your  glorioiu  Iotb  of  libeiiy,  and  your  other  hnmane  aad  noUe 
aentunenti.  Yomr  book  I  diall  with  great  plaaaim  aend  to  Mr. 
Odman :  may  I  tell  him,  iriflioiit  naming  yoa»  that  it  ia  written 
by  the  anthor  of  the  oomedy  I  offared  to  him  P  He  must  be  atnuk 
wiili  yonr  Tory  handaome  and  generaoa  eoodnct  in  printing  yoar 
enoominma  on  him»  after  hia  rejeoting  year  piece.  It  ia  aa  great  as 
imoommon,  aad  gme  me  aa  good  an  opinion  of  yonr  hearty  Sir,  ai 
yonr  book  doea  of  yonr  great  aenae.  Both  annie  me  that  yon  will 
not  take  in  the  Ubooiy  I  have  need  in  eo^reaoiag  my  douhta  on  yoor 
plan  fiir  amending  onr  langnage,  or  for  any  I  may  nae  in  diawnting 
fipom  a  few  other  wentimflnte  in  yonr  wodc;  aa  I  diall  in  what  I 
think  yonr  too  low  q^on  of  aome  of  the  Frendi  wntea,  of  your 
psefanag  Lady  Mary  Woriley  to  Madame  do  GKyignt^  and  of  your 
mtoaming  lb.  Hnme  a  man  of  deeper  and  more  aolid  mderatanding 
timn  lb.  Gray.  In  the  two  laat  axtiolea  it  ia  impnanible  in  think 
Bune  diffioranfly  than  we  do.  In  Lady  Mary'a  '  Lathar/  whaoh  I 
B0var  ooold  read  bat  oiioe»  I  diaoorered  no  merit  of  any  aort ;  yet  I 
haye  seen  others  by  her  (onpobUahed)  ttiat  have  a  geod  deal  of  wit; 
mid  for  Mr.  Hume,  give  me  leave  to  aay  that  I  tiimk  yonr  apMaxmt 
**  that  he  might  have  roled  aatate^'*  ong^t  to  be  qnaliiSed  a  Uttta; 
as  in  the  vary  next  page  yon  say,  his  ^  Hiatoiy'  ia  ^  a  mere  apology 
for  poerogatLTe,"  and  a  very  weak  one.  If  he  eouU  have  riiled  a 
state,  one  must  presume,  at  best,  that  he  would  have  been  an  able 
tyrant ;  and  yet  I  should  auq^eot  tiiat  a  man,  who,  aitting  oooUy  in 
Ilia  chamber,  oould  forge  but  a  weak  apology  for  the  prerogative^ 
would  not  have  ezereiaed  it  very  wisely.  I  knew  perwmally  and 
well  both  Mr.  Hume  and  Mr.  Gray,  and  thouj^t  tharo  was  no  degree 
of  compaiiaon  between  thair  understandings ;  and,  in  £Mt^  lb. 
Hume's  writings  were  so  superior  to  his  eonversatiKm,  that  I  fre- 
quently said  he  understood  nofldng  till  he  had  written  upon  it 
What  yon  say.  Sir,  of  the  diaoord  in  hia  'Hiatoiy '  from  Ua  love  of 
prerogative  and  hatred  of  ehuiohmen,  flatten  me  mubh;  aa  I  have 
taken  notioe  of  Aat  very  unnatural  diaoord  in  a  piece  I  printed 
eome  yearn  ago,  but  did  not  publish,  and  whieh  I  will  show  to 
yon  when  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here ;  a  satiafticitioa 
I  shall  be  glad  to  taate,  whenever  yen  will  let  me  know  you  ase  at 
leisure  after  the  beginning  af  next  week.  I  have  tiie  honour  to  be, 
fiir,  fte. 
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Sin.   TO  SIB  HOBAOB  MANN. 

Btrkdqf  Squan,  Jms  H,  1788. 

Thouou  I  beg  not  to  urge  you  to  repeat  those  proo&  too  often*  I 
must  feel  great  satisfiM^on  firom  every  letter  I  receive  from  you 
under  your  own  hand,  when  I  know  your  health  is  not  yet  quite 
re-established.  I  should  be  content,  rationally  content,  that  is 
enj(»ning  myself  to  be  content,  with  hearing  of  you  from  your 
nephew;  but  your  own  characters  must  be  more  comfortable. 
However,  the  more  you  mend,  write  the  less :  I  am  no  longer  in 
fear  about  you,  and  consequently  my  patience  will  allow  of  longer 
intervals  now  I  know  you  are  recovering,  which  we  cannot  do  with 
the  impetuosity  of  youth.  But  then  Italian  summers  are  a  good 
auocedaneum,  and,  I  hope,  will  be  more  efficacious  than  our  north- 
easterly winds.  Even  with  these,  J  am  arrived  at  being  as  well  as 
I  was  before  my  last  fit,  and  I  bc^  you  will  pledge  me. 

Thank  you  for  your  *  Gkusette,'  and  account  of  ipeetaetet}  Florence 
is  a  charming  theatre  for  such  festivals :  those  Italy  is  giving  to  the 
Neapolitan  Majesties  put  one  in  mind  of  the  times  when  the  Medici, 
the  Fameses,  Gbnzagas,  &c.,  banquetted  each  other's  Highness 
rec^irocally.  I  am  glad  the  holy  Boman  Emperor  is  at  leisure  to 
visit  prmeipim,  palazzi,  and  giardini,  instead  of  besieging  fortezze, 
like  a  wicked  overgrowi  prine^Mme.  I  am  glad,  too,  that  the  wicked 
holy  Boman  Father'  is  disappointed  of  his  iniquitous  plunder. 
lUnne  is  come  to  its  dregs  again  when  the  Pontifex  Mazimus  is 
sunk  into  an  heredipetar—ou(d  of  the  vile  vocations  that  marked  the 
/bees  iZomtffi. 

Our  Senate  is  still  sitting,  and  likely  to  sit,  on  the  Irish  proposi- 
tions, which  gravel  both  countries.  Mr.  Ghrattan,  the  phenomenon 
of  the  other  side  of  tiie  Ohannel,  has  set  his  Bemm  against  Mr.  Pitt's 
altered  plan.  This  is  all  I  know  of  the  matter.  I  am  very  little  in 
town  now,  and  Twickenham  is  one  of  the  most  unpolitical  villages  in 
t^f^  island.* 

*  BeUUoBf  of  the  •nWrtoinments,  msds  Ibr  ilie  king  md  <iv6«i  of  Ksplat.— 
Walfoul 

*  Pope  Pivf  YI.  had  wheedled  a  rieh  old  abb<  to  make  htm  h^;  hut  the  fiunilj 
eontetied  the  will  and  let  it  aidde. — Walpoli. 

'  It  was  not  so  daring  the  last  few  years  of  Pope's  lifa     Compare  toI.  tU.  p.  874.*— 

CvMnOHAX. 
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You  will  find  by  our  and  tiie  French  Gazettes,  that  eA^'fumgaHmi 
has  received  a  great  blow ;  the  first  oirgonaut,  poor  Pilatrier,  and 
his  companions,  having  broken  their  necks.  He  had  the  Croix  do 
Si  Louis  in  his  pocket,  and  was  to  have  put  it  on  the  moment  he 
should  have  crossed  the  Channel  and  landed  in  England.  I  have 
long  thought  that  France  has  conceived  hopes  of  annihilating  our 
Pyrenees  by  these  flying  squadrons.  Here  they  have  been  tumad 
into  a  mere  job  for  getting  money  firom  gaping  fi>ol8.  One  of  our 
adventurers,  named  Sadler,  has  been  missing,  and  is  suppofled  lod 
in  the  German  Ocean. 

Prince  William  [William  IV.],  the  King's  fliird  son,  has  been 
in  England,  and  is  sailed  for  the  Mediterranean,  I  fiiink ;  so,  I 
suppose,  will  visit  L^hom.  It  is  pity  he  will  arrive  too  late  fir 
your  shows,  which  would  be  proper  for  his  age. 

On  reading  over  your  Florentine  Gtusette,  I  observed  that  (he 
Great-Duke  has  a  manufsicture  of  porcelain.  If  any  of  it  is  sold,  I 
should  be  glad  if  your  nephew  wotdd  bring  me  a  single  bit — a  cup, 
or  other  trifle,  as  a  sample.  I  remember  that,  ages  ago,  there  was 
a  manu&cture  at  Florence  belonging  to  Marquis  Ginori,  of  which  I 
wished  for  a  piece,  but  could  not  procure  one :  the  Ghrand-Ducal 
may  be  more  attainable.  I  have  a  closet  furnished  with  specimens 
of  porcelain  of  various  countries,  besides  a  good  deal  of  Fayenoe  or 
Baphael  ware,  and  some  pieces  with  the  arms  of  Medici — but  am  not 
I  an  old  simpleton  to  be  wanting  play-things  still  P — and  how  like  is 
one's  last  cradle  to  one's  first  I    Adieu  I 

PS.  Notwiflistanding  Pilatrier's  miscarriage,  Balloonation  holds 
up  its  head.  Colonel  Fitzpatrick,  Lord  Ossoiy's  brother,  has 
ascended  in  one  firom  Oxforc^  and  was  alone.  Sadler,  whom  I 
thought  lost,  is  come  to  light  again,  and  was  to  have  been  of  tha 
voyage ;  but  the  vessel  not  being  potent  enough  fi>r  two,  the  Colonel 
went  alone,  had  a  brush  with  a  high  hill  in  his  descent,  but  landed 
safe  about  fifteen  miles  firom  the  University.  How  Posterity  will 
laugh  at  us,  one  way  or  other!  If  half  a  dosen  break  their  neoks^ 
and  Balloonism  is  exploded,  we  shall  be  called  fools  finr  having 
imagined  it  could  be  brought  to  use:  if  it  should  be  tamed  to  aoooant» 
we  shall  be  ridiculed  for  having  doubted. 
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S85i.    TO  JOHN  PINKBBTON,  SSa 

Jume  M,  1785. 

I  HA  VB  86Bt  your  book  to  Mr.  Oolman,  Sir,  and  most  desire  yoa 
in  return  to  offer  my  grateM  thanks  to  Mr.  Enight,  who  has  done 
«ie  an  hononr,  to  which  I  do  not  know  how  I  am  entttled,  by  the 
present  of  his  poetry,  which  is  veiy  dassioy  and  beantifoly  andt^der, 
and  of  chaste  simplicity. 

To  your  book,  Sir,  I  am  much  obliged  on  many  acoonnts ;  parti- 
^olaily  for  having  recalled  my  mind  to  snbjects  of  delight,  to  which 
it  was  grown  dulled  by  age  and  indolence.  In  consequence  of  yonr 
reclaiming  it,  I  asked  myself  whence  yon  feel  so  mnch  disregard  for 
certain  authors  whose  £Eune  is  established :  yoa  hare  assigned  good 
reasons  for  withholding  yoxxr  approbation  from  some,  on  the  plea  of 
tilieir  being  imitators :  it  was  natural,  then,  to  ask  myself  again, 
whence  they  had  obtained  so  mnch  celebrity.  I  think  I  hare 
disooYored  a  cause,  which  I  do  not  remember  to  haye  seen  noted ; 
and  ikai  cause  I  suspect  to  haye  been,  that  certain  of  those  authors 
possessed  grace :— do  not  take  me  for  a  disciple  of  Lord  Chesterfield, 
nor  imagine  that  I  mean  to  erect  grace  into  a  capital  ingredient  of 
writing,  but  I  do  believe  that  it  is  a  perfume  that  will  preserve  from 
putrefaction,  and  is  distinct  even  from  style,  which  regards  expression. 
Orace^  I  think,  belongs  to  manner.  It  is  from  the  charm  of  grace 
that  I  believe  some  authors,  not  in  your  favour,  obtained  part  of 
their  renown;  YirgQ,  in  particular:  and  yet  I  am  for  from  dis* 
ttgreebg  with  you  on  his  subject  in  general  There  is  such  a  dearth 
of  invention  in  the  JBneid,  (and  when  he  did  invent,  it  was  often  so 
foolishly,)  so  little  good  sense,  so  little  variety,  and  so  little  power 
over  the  passions,  that  I  have  frequently  said,  from  contempt  for  his 
matter,  and  from  the  charm  of  his  harmony,  that  I  believe  I  should 
like  his  poem  better,  if  I  was  to  hear  it  repeated,  and  did  not  under- 
stand Latin.  On  the  other  hand,  he  has  more  than  harmony: 
whatever  he  utters  is  said  gracefally,  and  he  ennobles  his  images, 
especially  in  the  Geoigics ;  or,  at  least,  it  is  more  sensible  there, 
from  the  humility  of  the  subject  A  Boman  former  might  not  under- 
stand his  diction  in  agricidture ;  but  he  made  a  Roman  courtier 
mderstand  forming,  the  forming  of  that  age,  and  could  captivate  a 
/>rd  of  Augustus's  bedchamber,  and  tempt  him  to  listen  to  themes  of 
mstieity.    On  the  contrary.  Statins  and  daudian,  though  talking  of 
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war,  would  make  a  soldier  despise  fhem  as  bullies.  That  graoefiil 
manner  of  thinking  in  Virgil  seems  to  me  to  be  more  than  style,  if  I 
do  not  refine  too  much :  and  I  admire,  I  confess,  Mr.  Addiscm's 
phrase,  that  Virgil  "  tossed  about  his  dung  with  an  air  of  majesty.'* 
A  style  may  be  excellent  without  grace :  for  instance,  Br.  Swift's, 
Eloquence  may  bestow  an  immortal  style,  and  one  of  more  dignity; 
yet  eloquence  may  want  that  ease,  that  genteel  air  that  flows  firom  or 
constitutes  grace.  Addison  himself  was  master  of  that  grace,  eren 
in  his  pieces  of  humour,  and  which  do  not  owe  their  merit  to  style ; 
and  firom  that  combined  secret  he  exoelB  all  men  that  ever  liyed,  bat 
Shakspeare,  in  humour,  by  neyer  dropping  into  an  approach  towaids 
burlesque  and  buffoonery,  when  eyen  his  humour  descoided  to 
characters  that  in  other  hands  would  haye  been  yulgarly  low.  Is 
not  it  dear  that  Will  Wimble  was  a  gentleman,  though  he  always 
liyed  at  a  distance  firom  good  company  ?  Fielding  had  as  much 
humour,  perhaps,  as  Addison;  but,  haying  no  idea  of  grace,  is 
perpetually  disgusting.  His  innkeepers  and  parsons  are  the  groasest 
of  their  profession ;  and  his  gentlemen  are  awkward  when  they  shoold 
be  at  their  ease. 

The  Grecians  had  grace  in  eyerything ;  in  poetry,  in  oratory,  ia 
statuary,  in  architecture,  and  probably,  in  music  and  painting.  The 
Romans,  it  is  true,  were  th^  imitators ;  but»  haying  grace  too^ 
imparted  it  to  their  copies,  which  gaye  them  a  merit  that  afanoat 
raises  them  to  the  rank  of  originals.  Horace's  'Odes'  acquired  tiieir 
fiune,  no  doubt,  firom  the  graces  of  his  manner  and  purity  of  his 
style, — the  chief  praise  of  Tibullus  and  Propertius,  who  certainty 
cannot  boast  of  more  meaning  than  Horace's  '  Odes.' 

Waller,  whom  you  proscribe.  Sir,  owed  his  reputation  to  the  graces 
of  his  manner,  though  he  firequently  stumbled,  and  eyen  Ml  flat; 
but  a  few  of  his  smaller  pieces  are  as  graceful  as  possible :  one  mig^t 
say  that  he  excelled  in  painting  ladies  in  enamel,  but  could  not 
succeed  in  portraits  in  oil,  large  as  life.  Milton  had  such  wapmar 
merit,  that  I  will  only  say,  that  if  his  angels,  his  Satan,  and  his 
Adam  haye  as  much  dignity  as  the  Apollo  Belyidere,  his  Eye  has  aU 
the  delicaqr  and  graces  of  the  Venus  of  Medicis ;  as  his  descriptioii  cl 
Eden  has  the  colouring  of  Albano.  Milton's  tenderness  imprints 
ideas  as  graceful  as  Ghiido's  Madonnas :  and  the  'Allegro,'  'Penssfoso^' 
and  '  Gomus '  might  be  denominated  firom  the  three  Graces ;  as  flie 
Italians  gaye  similar  titles  to  two  or  three  of  Petraroh's  best 
sonnets. 

Cowley,  I  think,  would  haye  had  grace  (for  his  mind  was  graceful) 
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if  he  had  had  any  ear,  or  if  his  taste  had  not  been  ntiated  by  the 
pursuit  of  wit;  which,  when  it  does  not  ofiEer  itself  naturally^ 
degenerates  into  tinsel  or  pertness.  Pertness  is  the  mistaken 
affeetation  of  graoe,  as  pedantry  prodooes  erroneous  dignity ;  the 
fiuniliarity  of  the  one,  and  the  clumsiness  of  the  other,  distort  or 
pterent  graoe.  Nature,  that  furnishes  samples  of  all  qualities,  and 
on  the  scale  of  gradation  exhibits  all  possible  shades,  affords  us  types 
that  are  more  apposite  than  words.  The  eagle  is  sublime,  the  lion 
majestic^  the  swan  graceful,  the  monkey  pert,  the  bear  ridiculously 
awkward.  I  mention  these  as  more  expressive  and  comprehensiTe 
than  I  could  make  definitions  of  my  meaning ;  but  I  will  apply  the 
awan  only,  under  whose  wings  I  will  shelter  an  apology  for  Baoine, 
whose  pieces  give  me  an  idea  of  that  bird.  The  colouring  of  the 
awan  is  pure ;  his  attitudes  are  graceful ;  he  neyer  displeases  you 
when  sailing  on  his  proper  element.  His  feet  may  be  ugly,  his 
notes  hissing,  not  musical,  his  walk  not  natural ;  he  can  soar,  but  it 
is  with  difiElculty : — still,  the  impression  the  swan  leayes  is  that  of 
grace.    So  does  Bacine. 

Boileau  may  be  compared  to  the  dog,  whose  sagaoityis  remarkable, 
as  well  as  its&wning  on  its  master,  and  its  snarling  at  those  it  dislikes. 
If  Boileau  was  too  austere  to  admit  the  pUability  of  grace,  he 
compensates  by  good  sense  and  propriety.  He  is  like  (for  I  will  drop 
animals)  an  upiight  magistrate,  whom  you  respect,  but  ^hose  justice 
and  sererity  leave  an  awe  that  discourages  fEuniliarity.  His  copiei 
of  the  ancients  maybe  too  servile :  but,  if  a  good  translator  deserves 
praise,  Boileau  deserves  more.  He  certainly  does  not  ML  below  his 
originals ;  and,  considering  at  what  period  he  wrote,  has  greater 
merit  stiU.  By  his  imitations  he  held  out  to  his  countrymen  models 
of  taste,  and  banished  totally  the  bad  taste  of  his  predecessors.  For 
his  'Lutrio,'  replete  with  excellent  poetry,  wit,  humour,  and  satire, 
he  certainly  was  not  obliged  to  the  ancients.  Excepting  Horace, 
how  little  idea  had  either  Ghreeks  or  Bomans  of  wit  and  humour  I 
Aristophanes  and  Ludlan,  compared  with  modems,  were,  the  one  a 
blackguard,  and  the  other  a  bn^oon.  In  my  eyes,  the  '  Lutrin,'  the 
*  Dispensary,'  and  the  '  Bape  of  the  Look,'  are  standards  of  grace 
and  elegance,  not  to  be  paralleled  by  antiquity;  and  eternal 
reproaches  to  Voltaire,  whose  indelicacy  in  the  'Pucelle'  degraded  him 
as  much,  when  compared  with  the  three  authors  I  have  named,  as 
his  '  Henriade '  leaves  Virgil,  and  even  Lucan,  whom  he  more 
resembles,  by  far  his  superiors. 

'  The  Bupoiad'  is  blemished  by  the  offensive  images  of  the  games ; 
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But  ihd  poetry  appears  to  ine  admirable;  and,  {hotigh  the  fourth 
book  has  obsimritieSy  I  prefer  it  to  the  three  others :  it  has  de^crip- 
tions  not  surpassed  by  any  poet  that  ever  existed,  and  whidi  sanij 
a  writer  merely  ingenious  will  never  equaL  The  lines  on  Italy,  ok 
Yenice,  on  Convents,  hare  all  the  grade  for  which  I  ccmtend  as 
distinct  from  poetry,  though  united  with  the  most  beautiful ;  and  the 
*  Rape  of  the  Look,'  besides  the  originality  of  great  part  of  tte 
invention,  is  a  standard  of  graceful  writing. 

In  general,  I  believe  that  what  I  eall  gtaoe^  k  denominaled 
elegance ;  but  by  grace  I  mean  something  higher.  I  will  ezplaiA 
myself  by  instances — ^ApoUo  is  graceftd.  Mercury  is  elegaai 
Prtraroh,  perhaps,  owed  his  whole  merit  to  the  harmony  of  his 
irambevs  and  fiie  graces  of  his  style.  Hiey  conceal  his  poverty  of 
meaning  and  want  of  variety.  His  complaints,  too,  may  have  added 
an  interest,  which,  had  his  passion  been  successful,  and  hadeEzpretted 
itself  with  equal  sameness,  would  have  made  the  number  of  his 
sonnets  insuppcxrtable.  ICelanoholyin  poetry,  I  am  inclined  tofliink, 
contributes  to  grace,  when  it  is  not  disgraced  by  pitiful  lamentati<ms, 
such  as  Ovid's  and  Oicero's  in  their  banidmients.  We  req>ect 
mdanchdy,  because  it  imparts  a  similar  affidction,  pity.  A  gay 
writer,  who  should  only  express  satisfiEiction  without  variety,  would 
soon  be  nauseous. 

Madame  do  S^vign^  diines  botii  in  grief  and  gaiety,  lliere  is 
too  much  of  sorrow  for  h^  daughter's  absenee ;  yet  it  is  always 
ez(Mressed  by  new  t^ms,  by  new  images,  and  crften  by  wit,  whose 
tenderness  has  a  melancholy  air.  When  she  forgets  her  eonoem, 
and  returns  to  her  natural  disposition — gaiety,  every  paragraph  has 
novelty :  her  allusions,  her  applicatkms  are  flie  barest  possiUe. 
She  has  the  art  of  making  you  acquainted  with  all  her  aoqttttntanoe, 
and  attaohes  you  even  to  tlie  spots  die  inhabited.  Her  language  is 
oorrect,  though  unstudied ;  and,  when  her  mind  is  full  of  any  great 
dvent,  die  interests  you  witii  the  warmth  of  a  dramatic  writer,  not 
with  the  chilling  impartiality  of  an  historian.  P^y  read  her 
accounts  of  the  death  of  Turenne,  and  of  the  arrival  of  King  James 
in  France,  and  tell  me  whether  you  do  not  know  their  persons  as  if 
you  had  lived  at  the  time. 

For  my  part,  if  you  will  allow  me  a  wmd  of  digression,  (not  that 
I  have  written  with  any  method,)  I  hate  the  cold  impartiality  recom- 
mended to  Historians :  '^  Si  vis  me  flere,  dolendum  est  prim  iim  ipsi 
tibi : "  but,  that  I  may  not  wander  again,  nor  tire,  nor  contradict  you 
any  more,  I  will  finish  now,  and  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  dine 
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at  Strawberry  Oil  next  Sandaj,  and  take  a  bed  there,  when  I  will 
tell  you  how  many  more  parts  of  your  book  have  pleased  me,  than 
have  startled  my  opinions,  or,  perhaps,  prejudices.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  Sir,  with  regard,  &o. 


SMS.    TO  THB  OOXTirniBS  OF  0S80BT. 

Skutoberrff  Hill,  JtMe  80, 1785. 
.^iMnii  teriif  nomins  fedt  aquSs." 

Thakks  to  the  powers  of  the  air  that  Mr.  Fitzpatriek  has  notnew- 
ohristened  the  Thame  or  fiie  Lns  I  nor  dyed  the  Saxon  White  Horse 
black  I  Why  did  he  ascend  from  Oxford  ?  He  should  hare  left  the 
Lomeate'  to  get  anoflier  SeJI  from  the  WhUe Horse.  Mr. Fitzpatriek 
had  giyen  ample  proofs  of  his  spirit  before,  and,  therefore,  I  hope  he 
will  now  lie  on  his  arms. 

As  to  me.  Madam,  if  I  gathered  a  ohaplet  and  crowned  myself,  at 
least  your  Ladyshq)  planted  the  tree  of  which  I  plucked  a  branch. 
Ton  did  not  utter  the  words  crown  of  laurel;  but  you  did  say  I  was 
reposing  under  my  own  laurels,  therefore  I  may  justly  plead  with 
our  prime  ancestor,  that  the  woman  tempted  me  and  I  did  eat  \  yet  I 
did  not  swallow  a  leaf—but  no  more  of  that. 

I  can  make  as  just  a  defienoe  on  my  omission  of  Lord  Barrington,  of 
which  here  is  the  simple  narratiye.  As  he  was  an  obscure  Presby- 
terian writer,  I  had  neyer  heard  of  him  when  I  published  my  first 
edition.  Being  fiien  told  of  him,  I  asked  his  son,  the  present  lord, 
lor  a  lirt  of  his  works.  His  Lordship,  conscious  that  his  parent,  who 
had  been  a  great  rogue,  had  better  be  forgotten,  desired  as  a  frtrour, 
fliat  I  would  not  repair  the  omission,  and  therefore  I  did  noi  His 
brother,  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  who  was  not  so  discreet,  and  who 
did  not  like  to  lose  the  authorship  out  of  the  genealogy,  inserted  his 
father's  life  in  the  new  '  Biographia,'  [Eippis]  and  in  gratefbl  return 
for  my  noK  prosequi,  ascribed  the  punishment  of  his  own  father's 
knavery  to  an  act  of  rereoge  in  mine.  In  short,  the  late  Lord 
Barrington  was  expelled  the  House  of  Commons  for  being  concerned 
in  a  gross  bubble  called  the  Harburgh  Lottery ;  and  the  Bishop 
pretends  (which  his  father  himself  never  did)  fliat  the  expulsion  was 
procured  by  Sir  Robert  Walpcde,  because  Lord  Barrmgton,  who 
twice  sold  tiie  Presbyterians  to  the  Court,  had  been  attached  to  Lord 

>  Thomat  Warton.    William  Whitehead,  his  predeeeaeor,  died  14th  April,  1786.— 
CvnmiQHAiL 
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SundcHand.  Lrad  Baningtoo,  in  tlie  next  editaona  of  (lie  '  Roj^ 
ftnd  Noble  Authon/  will  find  his  proper  place,  thongli  he  did  not  in 
the  fiist  editi<»i — nor  in  the  pillory.'  I  b^  yon  wilt  send  for  b  new 
book,  called  '  lietters  on  literatnre/  by  Bobert  Heron,  Esq.*  It  is 
an  extraordinary  work,  in  which  there  is  a  variety  of  knowledge  and 
a  great  mixture  of  parts.  There  are  seToral  tidngs  to  which  I  do 
not  at  all  agree ;  o^ers  mnoh  to  my  mind ;  hut  which  wiH  not  be 
popular.  I  never  heard  of  Soberi  Sero»  before,  but  he  does  not 
seem  to  design  to  remain  in  obscurity,  nor  averse  to  literary  wor&re, 
whence  I  condade  he  is  young ;  and  yon  will  see  ham  every  page, 
Uadsm,  that  he  will  not  want  antagonists. 

I  have  been  for  two  or  ttiree  days  in  town,  when  I  heaid  two 
Bessian  French  horns,  who  are  reckoned  snpn^-eminent.  They  bi« 
as  reasonable  as  Maroh,  the  tooUi-drawer ;  they  aak  but  ten  guineas 
tor  an  evening.  I  beard,  too,  what  diverted  me  more,  an  imper- 
tinenoe  (^  Mr.  Hastings  when  he  was  last  in  Eng^d.  Lord 
Hnntbgdon,  hy  way  of  acJmoidedging  him,  told  him  he  believed 
th^  were  related — "  No,  my  Lord,"  said  Hastings,  "  I  am  deaoended 
from  Has&igs,  Earl  of  Pembroke,"  meaning  that  he  was  of  the  dder 
loancb.  Jadge  how  the  blood  of  Olarenoe  boiled  I  "  I  thought," 
•aid  the  Earl,  "  that  Uiere  were  no  descendants  of  that  branch  left 
bnt  the  MarohioDeas  of  Grey,"  and  turned  on  his  heaL  I  wish  he 
faod  replied,  "  I  thought  you  were  only  of  the  hranoh  of  green 
Hastings." 

I  am  now  settled  on  my  hill,  a  mdbnoholy  widower ;  Lady  Browne 
has  left  Twickenham.  As  she  was  my  newsmonger,  I  shall  know 
even  less  than  I  nsed  to  do.  All  this  morning  I  have  been  bosy 
in  placing  '  'Henry  YII.'  in  the  State  Bed-Chamber,  and  making  a 
new  arrangement  of  pictures.  It  is  really  a  very  royal  chamber  ikow 
and  mnoh  improved.  Besides  the  &mily  of  Henry  Vni,  over  the 
chimney  as  before,  and  Queen  Maintenon  over  one  of  the  doois, 
there  are  Henry  YII.  and  Catherine  of  Braganza  on  one  side  of  the 
bed ;  Henry  TIIL  and  Henrietta  Duchess  of  Orleans  on  the  other. 
There  will  be  a  mnoh  prettier  room  soon  at  the  other  end  of  the 
village ;  Lady  Di.  is  painting  another  with  small  piotores  framed  with 
wreaths  ol  flowers 

"  ^-^  Flaw«i  woith^  itf  PuadlN  I " 
there  is  already  a  wreath  of  honeysuoklea,  surpassing  her  own  Ulaes, 

'  Lord  BaningtoD  Iim  U«  "  proper  pUe*  "  In  voL  L  p.  Ml  of  '  Walpoto'a  WoAm.' 

*  ThM  It,  Joha  Plokwtan.— CnHiHSAN. 
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and  snbh  as  she  only  oould  paint  and  Milton  describe ;  and  there  is 
a  baby  Baoohus  so  drank  I  and  so  pretty  I  borne  in  trinmpb  by 
baoohanalian  Cnpids.  Twickenham  does  not  Tie  witti  the  pomps  of 
Stowe,  but,  like  the  modest  violet,  pd  te  eaekoU  $ou$  Fherbe,  has  its 
humble  sweets. 


aSM.    TO  THB  OOUimSS  OF  0680RT. 

Skrawbeny  HiU,  Monday  night,  July  4, 1785. 

I  WBTTB  again  so  quiokly,  Madam,  not  to  detain  Mr.  Fitzpatrick's 
letter,  for  which  I  give  yon  many  thanks,  and  which  you  must  value 
as  it  is  so  very  sensible  and  unaffected  an  account  of  his  aerial  jaunt, 
and  deserves  to  be  preserved  in  your  Milesian  archives;'  for,  whether 
aerostation  becomes  a  professional  art,  or  is  given  up  with  the 
prosecution  of  the  Tower  of  Babel  and  other  invasions  on  the  coast 
of  Heaven,  an  original  letter  under  the  hand  of  the  first  airgonauts 
will  always  be  a  precious  curiosity. 

I  have  just  been  reading  a  work  by  a  new  Noble  Authoress,  a 
princess  of  the  blood  of  Glarence,  and  a  lady  deeply  versed  in  the 
antiquities  of  the  country  where  the  great  Brian  Mac  Gill  Patrick 
was  seated,  as  well  as  of  the  Phoenicians,  Egyptians,  Oauls,  &c.  It 
is  the  present  Countess  of  Moira,  whose  letter  to  her  son  is  in  the 
new  seventh  volume  of  the  '  Archssologia,'  and  gives  an  account  of 
a  skeleton  and  its  habiliments  lately  discovered  in  the  county  of 
Down  and  barony  of  linalearty. 

Oh  I  but  I  have  better  news  for  you.  Madam,  if  you  have  any 
patriotism  as  a  citizen  of  this  world  and  wish  its  longevity. 
Mr.  Herschel  has  found  out  that  our  globe  is  a  comely  middle- 
aged  personage,  and  has  not  so  many  wrinkles  as  seven  stars,  who 
are  evidently  our  seniors.  Nay,  he  has  discovered  that  the  Milky 
Way  is  not  only  a  mob  of  stars,  but  thai  there  is  another  dair}'  of 
them  still  fSarther  off,  whence,  I  conclude,  comets  are  nothing  but 
pails  returning  firom  milking,  instead  of  balloons  filled  with 
inflammable  air,  which  must  by  this  time  have  made  terrible 
havoc  in  such  thickets  of  worlds,  if  at  all  dangerous ;  now  I  shall 
descend,  as  if  out  of  a  balloon,  from  the  heavens  to  the  milkwoman. 
It  is  no  doubt  extraordinary  that  the  poor  soul  should  write  tolerably ; 
but,  when  she  can  write  tolerably,  is  not  it  extraordinary  that  a  Miss 

'  I  am  tony  ii  i«  not ;  %i  least  I  caonot  find  ik— B.  Vjumov  Siutb. 
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Seward  should  write  no  betief  P  I  am  sibk  of  ilieBe  sweet  singer^ 
and  advised  that  wlien  poor  Mn.  Yearsley  shall  haye  been  set  at 
her  ease  by  the  sobscriptiony  she  dionld  driye  her  oows  firam  the 
foot  of  Parnassus  and  hum  no  more  ditties.  For  Cbaiterton,  he 
was  a  gigantic  genius,  and  might  have  soared  I  know  not  whither 
In  the  poemsy  avowed  for  his,  is  a  line,  that  Bowlejr  nor  all  the 
monks  in  Christendom  oould  or  would  have  written,  and  ndiich 
would  startle  them  all  finr  its  depth  of  thought  and  oomprehensiTe 
expression  from  a  lad  of  eighteen — 

"  Beaaon,  a  thorn  in  BereUtion'i  aide ! " 

I  will  read  no  more  of  Bousseau ;  his  Confessions  d&gnsted 
me  beyond  any  book  I  ever  opened.  His  hen,  the  sehoolmistress^ 
Madame  de  Gtenlis,  the  newspapers  say,  is  arrived  in  London.  I 
nauseate  her  too ;  the  eggs  of  education  that  both  he  and  she  laid, 
oould  not  be  hatched  till  the  chickens  would  be  ready  to  die  of  old 
age.  I  revere  genius ;  I  have  a  dear  friendship  for  common 
sense;  I  have  a  partiality  for  professed  nonsense;  bat  I  abhor 
extravagance,  that  is  given  for  the  quintessence  of  sense,  and  affec« 
tation  that  pretends  to  be  philosophy.    Gbod  night,  Madam  I 

P.S.  Pray  tell  me  where  your  new  library  is  placed.  The  parson 
of  Teddington '  and  his  wife  were  robbed,  at  half-an-honr  after  nine 
last  night,  by  three  footpads,  with  pistols,  at  my  back  gate.  My 
housekeeper  heard  the  bustle  from  her  room  that  is  over  the  Holbein 
chamber.  I  was  in  the  Library,  but  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  tiU 
to-day.    It  is  agreeable  to  have  banditti  at  one's  doors ! 


2867.    TO  THE  COUNTESS  OP  OSSORT. 

Skmwbetrg  MSB,  Jutg  9,  iTSfc 

I  AM  sorry  Lord  Ossory  has  any  Lrish  difficulties,  great  or  smsIL 
I  made  no  commentary  on  General  Oglethorpe's  death.  Madam, 
because  his  very  long  life  was  the  great  curiosity,  and  the  moment 
he  is  dead  the  rarity  is  over ;  and,  as  he  was  but  ninety-seven,  he 
will  not  be  a  prodigy  compared  with  those  who  reached  to  a  century 
and  a  half.  He  is  like  many  who  make  a  noise  in  their  own  time 
from  some  singularity,  which  is  forgotten,  when  it  comes  to  be 

>  John  Ooaena,  D.D.,  alao  a  amall  poet,— di«d,  ItSl^-^hnnnaraBAB. 
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tefpiteteA  with  o&ers  of  fhe  same  genius,  but  more  ezfTaordmary 
in  their  kind.  How  litQe  will  Dr.  Johnson  be  remembered,  when 
eonfounded  with  the  mass  of  anthers  of  his  own  calibre  I 

I  said  no  more  on  the  Duohess  of  Bedford's  broken  wrist,  because 
I  did  not  know  of  ii  The  Ihidiess  of  Montrose  told  me  she  was 
said  to  haTB  broken  her  leg,  bat  that  it  was  not  tme ;  and  that  she 
had  given  a  pabKc  breakfiEurt  the  next  day,  but  did  not  appear  at  it 
hersdf,  so  I  conohided  she  had  only  miscarried  of  a  broken  leg ;  but 
ah  I  Madam,  when  old  folks  break  their  wrists  by  tottering  out  of 
flieir  own  houses,  is  not  it  a  just  reason  for  my  not  daring  to  think 
of  clambering  up  ladders,  to  range  books,  at  Ampthill,  though  I 
should  haye  more  pleasure  in  it  than  the  Duchess  could  have  at 
a  ball  at  five  in  the  morning.  I  could  delight,  too,  in  playing  with 
Lady  Anne's  orrery,  and  I  could  prattle  on  the  planet  that  rolled 
under  your  Ladyship's  feet;*  but  when  I  am  sensible  of  the  lameness 
of  my  feet,  why  should  I  be  more  indulgent  to  my  head  f  I  talked 
nonsense  enough  on  astronomy  in  my  last,  and  I  will  not  again 
violate  a  maxim  that  I  have  laid  down  to  myself,  and  which  I 
belieye  so  true,  that  it  ought  to  be  repeated  daily  to  old  people,  like 
Saladin's  ''Remember  thou  art  mortal!"  TinB  is  my  maxim, 
^  When  a  man's  eyes,  ears,  or  memory  decay,  he  ought  to  conclude 
fliai  his  understanding  decays,  too,  for  the  weaker  it  grows,  the  less 
likely  he  is  to  perceive  it." 

When  you  send  for  Mr.  Heron's  book,  you  may  write  too  for  the 
seventh  volume  of  the  '  ArchsBologia,'  in  which  you  will  find  a  few 
pages  amusing,  amongst  several  that  don't  know  their  own  meaning. 
I  early  translated  the  title  of  these  volumes,  old  wamen's  hgic,  and 
sddom  do  they  contradict  me — ^witness  the  first  dissertation  in  th6 
present,  eum  muUis  cUm;  but  there  is  a  very  sensible  discourse, 
p.  303,  on  the  religion  of  the  Druids,  in  which  the  writer,  unlike 
his  companions,  demolishes  fantastic  reverence  for  barbarians,  instead 
of  discovering  arts  and  sciences  amongst  rude  nations,  who  had 
nothing  but  labour  and  time  to  spare,  and  who  put  one  in  mind 
of  Lord  Abercom's  answer  to  ilie  gentleman  who  complimented  him 
on  the  growth  of  his  trees,  ''  They  had  nothing  else  to  do."  I  have 
lately  dipped  into  D'Ancarville's  two  volumes,  in  whidi  he  ascribes 
universal  knoidedge  and  invention  to  the  Scythians,  as  Bryant  did 
to  the  Lord  knows  whom ;  but  with  all  my  pertinacity  in  reading 
quartos,  I  could  not  wade  through  the  tautology  and  impertinence 

'  CompAra  voL  ilL  p.  406.— CuiiuaBAM. 
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(^  D'Aooairille's,  thoog|h  he  has  lately  beeo  here  to  drair  a  hronxe 
I  hare  of  Geree,  with  a  boll  in  her  lap ;  and  because  I  have  ihis 
u^y  moisel,  I  snppofle  he  will  call  me  the  inffmioiu  and  learned,  as 
Mr.  Dainee  Bairmgton  does ;  and  I  had  rather  they  would  box  my 
ear%  for  it  is  oalling  one  a  fbol  that  has  taken  his  d^ireee.  Now  I 
declare  I  have  no  more  regard  for  the  Phtenioiana,  Pela^iana,  \ub, 
Egyptians,  Edomitee,  Sqrthians,  and  Gentoos,  Ihan  I  hare  for 
Madame  de  G^enlis.  I  read  sncb  books  as  I  do  Mn.  Bellamy's, 
and  beliere  in  them  no  more.  The  one  nation  worth  stsdying  was 
the  Cbeeks.  In  the  compass  of  two  or  three  oentnriee  half-a-dosei 
little  towns,  or  rathw  one  town,  scarce  bigger  than  Brentford,  dia- 
oorered  the  standard  of  poetry,  eloqoence,  statuary,  aichitectore,  and 
perhaps  of  painting  and  mugio ;  and  then  ihe  kamed  have  the 
impertiiience  to  t^  one  that  the  Ch«oiaos  borrowed  from  the 
Ef^tians,  Tartars,  Indians,  &o.  That  is,  they  stole  the  genuine 
principles  of  all  beauty  and  all  taste  from  every  idea  of  deformi^ 
and  aheordityl  The  Apollo  and  the  Yenos  &om  mammies  and 
idols  with  fonr  heads,  mora  hands,  and  two  l^s,  as  immoTahle  as 
oaks  in  an  aTenoe !  I  concentre  my  admiration  in  the  few  oentoriea 
of  Ch:eec«,  and  for  that  marrellous  period  in  the  Roman  history,  when 
five  eoMoUeot  princes,  thuugh  poss^sed  of  absolnte  power,  sooceeded 
to  one  another,  Nerva,  Trajan,  Hadrian,  and  the  two  Aatcmines. 
This  is  not  learning:  the  learned  are  bosied  in  inqairing  how 
long  the  world  has  blnndered  without  discovering  what  was  wortii 
knowing. 

F.S.  AAer  writing  my  letter,  I  learnt  that  by  the  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  post,  it  would  only  have  lain  in  town,  and  oould  not 
depart  the  same  night  as  osnoL  When  I  came  from  Lady  Dysart's 
last  night,  I  found  on  my  table  the  annual  Transactions  d* 
FAeademie  <^  Arte  and  ScteneeB,  in  whidi  the  gold  medal  to  oar 
Lord  is  recorded ;  and  his  gardener's  letter,  which  says  he  ooold  ncA 
make  Lombardy  poplars  grow  in  wet  ground.  The  lawn  beyond  my 
flower-garden  was  a  morass,  that  I  was  forced  to  have  dnined, 
yet  before  the  drains  were  made,  Lombardy  poplars  grew  theie 
astonishingly ;  and  the  first  I  ever  saw  in  England  Oeneral  Conway 
planted  at  the  foot  of  his  mountain,  close  to  the  Thames,  [at 
Henley]  and  in  three  years  it  was  of  on  amaiing  height. 
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2858.    TO  T^  C0UKTBS3  07  OBSOKT. 

Mm,  Mp  28»  1785. 


I  AM  retry  sorry  to  hear  that  the  war  of  bad  fleaaonsy  which  has 
lasted  eig^t  months,  has  a£Eeoted  your  Ladyship  too.  I  never  knew 
so  much  illnesB ;  bat  as  our  natural  season,  rain,  is  returned,  I  hope 
you  will  recover  firom  your  complaints.  English  consumptions  are 
attributed  to  our  insular  damps,  but  I  question  whether  justly.  The 
air  of  the  sea  is  an  elixir,  not  a  poison ;  and  in  the  three  sultry 
summers  vrbick  preceded  the  three  last,  it  is  notorious  that  our  firuite 
were  uncommonly  bad,  as  if  they  did  not  know  how  to  behave  in 
hot  weather.  Nay,  it  is  certain,  that  in  our  camps  there  was  scarce 
any  sickness  when  the  tents  were  swimming;  whereas  in  those 
Italian  summers  the  contrary  was  fact.  I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
contradicted  by  the  experience  of  last  nighi  Mrs.  £eppel  had, 
or  rather  was  to  have  had,  all  London  at  her  beautiful  villa  at 
Isleworth.  Her  Ghrace  of  Devonshire  was  to  have  been  there, — ay, 
you  may  stare.  Madam  I  and  her  Ghrace  of  Bedford  too.  The  deluge 
in  Hie  morning,  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Gonmions,  qualms  in  the 
first  Ihiohess,  and  I  don't  know  what,  certainly  not  juakna  in  the 
i«cond,  detained  them,  and  no  soul  came  firom  town  but  Lady 
Dunoannon,  Lady  Beauchamp,  the  two  Miss  Yemons,  the  Boltons, 
the  Norths,  Lord  William  Russell,  Charles  Wyndham,  Colonel 
(Gardiner,  and  Mr.  Aston,  and  none  of  these  arrived  till  ten  at 
night.  Yiolins  were  ready,  but  could  not  play  to  no  dancers ;  so  at 
eleven  the  young  people  said  it  was  a  charming  night,  and  went  to 
paddle  on  the  terrace  over  the  river,  while  we  ancients,  to  a£Eect 
being  very  hot  too,  sat  with  all  the  windows  in  the  bow  open, 
and  might  as  well  have  been  in  Greenland  I  Miss  Yemon  did  not 
know  her  brother  was  set  out. 

You  surprise  me,  Madam,  by  saying  the  newspapers  mention  my 
disappointment  of  seeing  Madame  de  Genlis.  How  can  such  arrant 
trifles  spread  P  It  is  very  true,  that  as  the  hill  would  not  go  to  see 
Madame  de  Gtenlis,  she  has  come  to  see  the  hill.  Ten  days  ago 
Mrs.  Cosway  sent  me  a  note  that  Madame  desired  a  ticket  for 
Strawberry  Hill.  I  thought  I  could  not  do  less  thiEm  offer  h^  a 
breakfeurt,  and  named  yesterday  se'nnighi  Then  came  a  message 
that  she  must  go  to  Oxford  and  take  her  Doctor's  degree ;  and  then 
another,  tliat  I  should  see  her  yesterday,  when  she  did  arrive  with 
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Miss  Widcee  and  Pamela,  whom  she  did  not  even  present  to  me^ 
and  whom  she  has  educated  to  be  very  like  herself  in  the  free.  I 
told  her  I  ootdd  not  attribute  the  honour  of  her  iisit  but  to  my  late 
dear  firiend  Madame  du  Deffand.  It  rained  ilie  whole  time»  and  was 
dark  as  midnight,  so  that  she  could  scarce  distingmsh  a  picture ;  but 
yon  will  want  an  account  of  her,  and  not  of  what  the  saw  or  could 
not  see.  Her  person  is  agreeable,  and  she  seems  to  haye  been  pretty. 
Her  conversation  is  natural  and  reasonable,  not  precieum  and  affected, 
and  searching  to  be  eloquent,  as  I  had  expected.  I  asked  her  if  she 
had  been  pleased  with  Oxford,  meaning  the  buildings,  not  the 
wretched  oa&  that  inhabit  ii  She  said  she  had  had  little  time; 
that  she  had  wished  to  learn  their  plan  of  education,  which,  as  die 
said  sensibly,  she  supposed  was  adapted  to  our  Constitution.  I 
could  have  told  her  that  it  is  directly  repugnant  to  our  Ocmstitotiflii, 
and  that  nothing  is  taught  iliere  but  drunkenness  and  {»rerogative^ 
or,  in  their  language,  Ohuroh  and  King.  I  asked  if  it  is  true  that 
the  new  edition  of  Yoltaire's  works  is  prohibited:  she  replied, 
severely, — and  then  condenmed  those  who  write  against  religion 
and  goyemment,  which  was  a  little  unlucky  before  her  friend  IBm 
Wilkea.  She  stayed  two  hours,  and  returns  to  France  to-day  ie>  ker 
duty.  I  really  do  not  know  whether  the  Due  de  Ghartres  is  in 
England  or  not.  She  did  lodge  in  his  house  in  Portland-plaee ;  but 
at  Paris,  I  think,  has  an  hotel  where  she  educates  his  daughters. 

Mr.  Horace  Walpole  (not  myself)  called  on  me  yesterday  morning, 
when  no  Will  of  the  Duchess  of  Portland  [Lord  Oxford's  daughter] 
had  been  found.  He  thinks  the  bulk  of  the  collection  will  be  sold, 
but  that  the  Duke  will  reserve  the  principal  curiosities:  I  hope 
so,  for  I  should  long  for  some  of  them,  and  am  become  too  poor  to 
aflbrd  them ;  besides  that,  it  is  ridiculous  to  treat  one's  sdf  with 
playthings,  when  one's  eyes  are  dosing. 

I  hope  the  visit  to  Lady  Bavensworth  and  fresh  grass  will  restore 
your  Ladyship's  health  and  looks.  I  send  this  response  to  AmpttdDt 
as  you  have  given  me  no  direction. 


assa.  TO  sot  hobaos  mank. 

JIorMiir  Amort, /«i%  tH^  1T8& 

Bbforb  I  reply  to  the  other  parts  of  your  letter  of  the  6th,  which 
I  have  just  received,  I  must  tell  you  how  rejoiced  I  am  to  hear  of 
your  having  the  gout  in  your  knees  and  feet    Let  me  entreat  you 
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to  encourage  and  keep  it  there :  mdnlge  them  in  yards  of  flannely 
and  Ue  muoh  in  bed ;  never  rise  when  thej  have  any  perspiration ; 
ihey  will  core  your  oongh,  and  you  cannot  be  too  grateful  to  them. 
This  e£fort  shows  the  strength  and  excellence  of  your  oonstitutiony 
and  will  preserve  you  long :  for  my  part,  I  had  ratiier  lie  in  bed 
than  attend  regal  puppet-shows ;  and  I  always  make  the  most  of  my 
gouty  when  it  is  to  excuse  my  doing  anything  I  donH  like. 

I  love  your  nephew  better  than  ever  for  his  attention  to  you. 
Mr.  Croft  has  given  me  a  most  excellent  character  of  Mr.  James,' 
who,  I  hope,  will  repay  to  your  nephew  his  a£Eection  and  care  of  you. 

I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  acquainted  with  Lady  Hampden ;' 
Mrs.  Trevor'  I  do  know,  who  is  gentle  and  pleasing.  Lady 
Hampden's  mother,  whom  I  see  often  at  the  Duchess  of  Montrose's, 
is  Ycry  amiable,  and  a  feivourite  of  mine. 

Though  three  millions  sterling*  from  the  plunder  of  convents  is  a 
plump  bellyfull,  I  don't  believe  the  Austrian  Eagle  will  stop  there, 
nor  be  satisfied  with  private  property.  No :  I  told  you,  I  believe, 
when  I  read  the  new  *  History  of  the  Medid,'  that  Csosar  had  set 
that  work  on  foot  as  a  preparative  to  his  urging  his  claim  to  what 
the  Church  of  Bome  had  formerly  usurped  from  his  predecessors. 
He  has  shown  that  he  thinks  nothing  holy  but  the  holy  Roman  empire. 
It  is  the  nature  of  the  Church  and  the  Sceptre  to  league  against 
flie  rest  of  mankind,  and  abet  each  other  till  they  have  engrossed 
ererything :  then  they  quarrel ;  and  the  mighty  strips  the  weaker, 
as  our  Henry  the  Eighth  did.  One  can  care  little  about  the  upshot 
of  such  squabbles.  Were  I  to  form  a  wish,  it  would  be  in  fitvour  of 
the  Pontiff  rather  than  of  the  Emperor;  as  Ohurchmen  make  eon- 
queatB  hy  sense  a$idart,  not  hy  force  and  bloodshed,  like  Princes. 

As  I  have  not  been  in  London  for  this  month  till  last  night,  I 
am  utterly  unqualified  to  send  you  news,  if  there  are  any.  The 
Parliament  is  still  sitting  on  the  Irish  propositions,  which,  I  believe, 
are  almost  settled  on  this  side  of  the  Channel  Then  they  are  to  be 
sent  to  Dublin;  and,  if  accepted  there^  the  English  Parliament  is  to 
meet  again  in  October  to  ratify  them.  In  the  mean  time  poUticianB 
will  do  nothing  but  kill  partridges. 

^  Mr.  Jamet  Ma&n,  mentioned  m  a  preceding  letter.— Walpou. 

*  Daogfater  of  General  Gmme,  and  wife  of  the  leeond  Tlaconnt  Hampden.— - 
Walpoli. 

'  Wife  of  the  second  eon  of  the  fint  Tisoonnt :  Mr.  Treror  waa  envoy  to  Turin.— 
Walfolb. 

*  Sir  H.  Mann  had  told  Mr.  Walpole  thai  the  emperor  had  acquired  three  milUona 
by  the  suppresaioD  of  conTcnta.—- Walpoul 
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The  Balloonomama  is,  I  fhink,  a  little  ohilledy  not  eztingmshed, 
by  Bossier's  oatastrophe.  That  it  should  still  blaase  in  my  nephew 
[Orford]  is  not  surprising ;  not  that  he  has  mounted  liiiwwAlf^ — ]ie 
did  threaten  it :  but  real  madmen  are  not  heroes,  though  heroes  are 
real  madmen.  He  did  encourage  another  man,  who,  seeing  a  storm 
coming  on,  would  have  desisted:  but  my  Lord  oried,  ''Oh I  you 
had  better  ascend  before  the  storm  arrives,''  and  instantly  cat  the 
strings ;  and  away  went  the  airgonaut,  and  did  nU  break  his  neek ! 

The  Duchess  Dowager  of  Portland '  is  dead ;  by  which  the  Duke, 
her  son,  gets  twelve  thousand  poimds  a  year.  The  greatest  pcurt  of 
her  great  collection  will  be  sold. 

This  is  all  I  have  to  tell  you  or  your  nephew;  and,  little  as  it  is, 
I  send  it  away  to  express  my  satisfaction  on  your  having  the  gout 
in  your  limbs,  rather  than  wait  for  more  matter,  whidi  probably  I 
should  not  have  soon.  I  repeat  my  earnest  desire  to  you  to  keep 
your  limbs  warm.  You  will  tell  me  perhaps  that  the  season  of  the 
year  makes  that  coimsel  unnecessary.  I  mean,  that  you  should  be 
very  careful  not  to  check  perspiration.  I  am  perfectly  recovered 
from  my  last  fit ;  and  am  persuaded  you  will  be  so  too,  if  you  let  the 
gout  take  its  full  career.  It  comes  exactly  to  ofiEer  you  health ;  and, 
as  your  feet  swell,  I  presume  upon  easy  terms.  I  have  so  good  an 
opinion  of  the  gout,  that,  when  I  am  told  of  an  infiJIfhlA  eore^  I 
laugh  the  proposal  to  scorn,  and  declare  I  do  not  desire  to  be  eoied. 
I  am  serious ;  and,  though  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  cure  for 
that  distemper,  I  should  say  the  same  if  there  were  one,  and  fixr 
this  reason :  I  believe  the  gout  a  remedy,  not  a  disease ;  and,  being 
so,  no  wonder  there  is  no  medicine  for  it — ^nor  do  I  desire  to  be 
cured  of  a  remedy.    Adieu  I 

^  Lady  Henrietta  Carendiah  Hollea  Harley,  widow  of  the  aaeond,  and  moilier  of 
the  third  Dake  of  Portland.  She  was  only  child  of  Edward,  second  Earl  of  Oxfofd, 
by  the  sole  daughter  and  heireea  of  the  last  Carendiih,  Dnhe  of  NewcaaUe,  fnm 
whom  she  inherited  that  great  estate.  She  had  made  a  vast  CQllsetioa  of  nateial 
history  and  Tarioos  other  wiositiesy  the  greater  part  of  wliieh  was  sold  bj  aosdloa 
in  the  year  following.— Waltou.  The  lut  CaTendiah  Is  a  slip  of  ths  pea  fw  ths 
last  HoUee,  —O  wnmraB  ak. 
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